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HpUSE^QF  LQR.D9^  ^ 

Friday,  MARCH  ^..\  '   N    ;"". 

SHORTLY  aft^cr  the  pketing  took  pla^p^^nd  previoufly 
to  the,  temporary  adjour^ment^bf  .tWrioufe^  forfh<? 
jmipofe  of  affording  time  to,  the  -Lords  Coxnmii&oaers  to 
robe,  ■    [     .  •,     ■•  •    To  .    ,•  •  ;♦ 

£arl  Fitzwilliam  rofe)  and  addre0ed  £)vcral  ol)(ervationf 
k)  the  Houfe  relative  to  the  ftatf  of  his  Majeily's  Keakht 
with  a  reference  to  the  important  proceeding  then  about  Iq 
take  place.  He  obferved,  that  he  liad  reaiba  Sarentettaia^ 
iog  doubts  that  the  ftate  of  the  Sovereign's  health  was  fucji 
as  to  militate,  in  fome  degree»  ag^inft  the  exercife.of  thac 
very  important  part  of  the  Royal  /un^iions,  which  he  ui^* 
derftood  was  about  to  be  aded  upon.  He  fpoke  upon  an 
authority  on  which  he  thought  he  could  rely.*  His  Lord* 
fhip  made  a  variety  of  obfervations  upon  the  reports  made  by 
the  Royal  phyticians  at  different  times,  and  argued  from  the 
general  tenor  of  fuch  as  he  alluded  to,  that  the  Sovereign  was 
not  in  a  ftate  of  aAual  convalefcence.  The  reports  feemed 
ia  his  idea  rather  calculated  to  flatter  the  expectations  of  the 
public,  nor  were  any  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  recovery  held  otit. 
In  the  courfe  of  his  obfervations,  his  Lordfhip  alluded  to 
the  bulletin  t>f  that  day.  As  the  fubje£t  llruck  his  mind, 
upon  every  thing  he  had  obferved  or  could  colleft,  he  was 
led  to  entertain  doubts  which  induced  him  to  call  upon  the 
noble  Lord  upon  the  woolfack  for  further  information  re- 
lative to  the  very  important  point  in  queftion. 

ITic  Lord  Chancellor^xn  anfwcr  to  what  liad  fallen  from 
the  noble  Earl,  obferved,  that  for  any  proportion  coming 
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frem  fudi  a  quarter,  he  entertained  the  higbeft  refpe£t ;  in-« 
deed  upon  fucb  a  very  important  topic,  obfervatlons  coming 
from  any  individual  l^eer  in  that  Houfe  were  entitled  to  the 
inoft  fenous  attention.  With  refped  to  the  doubts  enter- 
tatncSd  b)^  the  noble  Earl,  b^  could'  aflure  his  I^rdlhip  and 
the  Houfe,  that  in  everything  cmiieded  with  legmvv,  im« 
portant,  and  momentous  an  occaiion  as  that  in  queftion,  he 
Jifid  proceeded  with  all  that  delicacv,  deliberation,  and  cau- 
tion which  Was  evidently  required ;  he  had  proceeded  on 
the  occafion  even  with  fear  and  trembling :  to  fpeak  more, 
fpecifically  to  the  point,  he  obfervedy  tl^t  not  iktisfied  with 
the  reports  and  afiviraoces  of  the  medical  attendants  of  his 
Mijefty  on  fo  importaqt  an  occafioiit  he  thought  it  proper 
and  necefiary  to  have  a  perfonal  interview  with  the  Sove* 
reign,  and  at  which  due  difcuUlon  XoQkplace  as  to  the  bills 
lifhich  were  ofered  for  the  koyal  aflent,  and  which  was 
fult^  cxprefled.  He  would  fooner.Aiff^r  bis  right  hand  ta 
be  iisLvered  Aram  his  body,  than  ii^  Coch  an  inftance  be  would 
iigree  to  aA  bpon  light  or  iuperiicial  grounds. ' ,  tic  thoUaht 
k  bis  botmden  and  Indifperifable  dtitvr  ^nd  which  he  truited 
be  'always  fiiotdrf  caofcientiotjlly  diiS:harge,  to  proceed  in 
the. manner  he  b«dftated :  and  he  had  no  heiitation  to  aver, 
that  the  refuft  of  ail  that  took  pfa^ct'upon  the  occafion,  fully 
tind  amply  juftified  him  in- Announcing  his  Majefty's  aflent 
to  the  bills  fpecrfied  in  the  Royal  Commiflion.  He  kpew 
and  felt  witb  gratitude  his  bbtigtitions  to  thebeftof  Sove- 

.  i^igns,  and  fo  wbofe  pecfon  he  bore  the  warmed  affeSion  : 
but  he  could  moft  confcientiouflv  fjfty,  that  no  con(idcrati6ns 
whatever/even-tbofeto^hich  he  had  alluded,  fhould  ever 
induce  him  to  break  that  facred  covenant  he  had  made  with 
himfelf,  not  to  fuffer  any  thing  to  warp  his  judgment,  or  to 
bias  him  irom  that  rule  of  ftrict  duty  and  reflitude  which  he 
was  determined  to  follow.  He  entertained  no  doubt  of  the 
noble  Earl!s  having  come  forward  upon  a  fenfe  of  duty, 
and  that  he  was  aduated  by  nothing  perfonal  to  him&'lf 
upon  the  occafion.^  He  was  fully  aware  of  the  high  de- 
gree of  refponlibility  under  which  he  flood,  and  with: 
reference  to  which  he  had  afted. 

The  Lords  Commiffioncrs  afterwards  (namely,  the  Lord 

r  CJianccllpr,  Lord  Hawkelbury,  and  Lord  Auckland)  retired 
io  robe  ;  and  when  they  had  takeh  their  feats  in  the  front  of 

.  <  the  tbw>ne»  the  Commons  were  fent  for,  and  appearing  at  the 
bar,,  the  Royal  aflent  was  declared  in  the  ufual  form  to  the 
JiilhBaiik  reftrlflion  bifl^'the  two  mutiny  bills,  tlic  feed 
corn  exportation,  ihc  Greenland  whale  fifHciy,  the  Lpn- 
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don  port,  the  Scotch  ck^tors,  aiHd  the  Duke  of  York's 
cftate  bills,  and  to  a  few  priYate  bills. 

After  the  Commoaa^htd  retired/their  Lordfhips  forward'^ 
ed  the  bills  which  remained  apun  the  table,  chiefly  of  a  prf«> 
vate  or  local  dcicriptias,  after  which  the  Houfe  adjoullicri. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMQNS. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  9.. 

The  Speaker  having  been  in  the  ifoxxfc  of  Peers,  inibnti- 
ed  the  Houie  that  the  Royal  ailent  bad  been  given  by  coo)- 
miiHon  to  the  two  mutiny  bills,  the  corn  exportation  bill, 
the  Duke  of  York's  eflate  bill,  the  Irtfli  Bank  reftriakm 
bill,  the  Greenland  ihips*  bill,  the  Scotch  cvediton'  bill, 
and  to  feveral  other  bills.  ^ 

Mr.  H.  Addington  nioved,  that  it  be  an  inAroOion  to  the 
Committee,  appointed  to  coniaderof  a  fpecdy.  and  effedu^ 
mode  to  fipttle  differences  fubfiding  between  the  maftcrs  and 
workmen  in  the  cotton  majaufaftories,  that  they  nmy  take^ 
fucb  meafures  as  may  be  necefiary  for  preventiogiiieh  .dif- 
ferences  in  future,  and  report  the  matter,  together  with  their 
opinipn  tbereupooy  to  the  Houie.     Agresi. 

He  then  moved,  that  the  feveral  proceedings  of  the 
Hoofe  in  the  laft  J>eifion  of  Parii4me&t:  upon  tint  inbjeft 
be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee.    Ordered. 

$ir  John  Anderfon  brought  up  the  report  of  Mr.  Alder- 
man  BoydeH's  lottery  bill :  the  ain^iidments  were  read  and 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordej^  to  be  ingrofled. 

Mr.  Ormfby  brought  up  a  report  on  the  petittoa  of  the 
Superintending  MsigiArate  of  the  Police  of  Dublin,  which 
being  read*  he  movedt  that  IcKve  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bilt 
to  provide  for  delraying  the  ekpence  of  prelerving  the  peace 
of  tbe  city  of  Dublin.    Leave  given. 

Sir  W.  Pulteney  moved  for  leave  to  bring  io  a  bill  fortn;- 
treaiiog  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland.    Granted. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  age  at  which  perfoas  are  to 
be  admitted  into  holy  orders  in  Ireland,  was  read  a  third 
time  Md  pafled, 

ItltH  0UTIE$. 

Mr.  Corry  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  Into  a 
Committee  on  the  Irifli  duties  bill. 

Colcnrt  Huuhinfon  faid  it  was  not  his  intention  to  oppofb 
tbe  motion  of  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  crald  not 
avoid  making  a  few  obfervations  upon  tbe  fchedute  before 
the  Houfe.    He  was  willing  to  pay  every  tribute  to  th^ 
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tight  bon.  jSentlemant  the  Chancdk)r;of-  the  I^cbequer  of 
Iceland,  for  the  candixl  and  liberal  manner  in  which  lie  had 
tboduAedhimfelT  upon  tins  occafi6B,  but  ho  was  forry  to 
iind  that  the  four  per  cent.-  duty,  upon  Irifh  exports,  was  to 
beotntioued  upon  every|>part  of  the  exports  of  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  himfelf  acknowledged,  on  a 
former  occaiion,  that  the  provifion  trade  of  Ireland  was  in  a 
languiiliing  condition,  and  he  thought  that  was  a  fufhcient 
reafon  why  it  thould  be  exempt  from  the  general  export 
-doty.  He  then  adverted  to  the  tax  upon  leather,  which,  he 
faid,  had  been  laid  on  under  an  idea  that  it  would  not  ex- 
ceed one  penny  per  pound,  but  in  fa£l  it  was  confiderably 
.more.  Another  fubjeAto  which  he  wifhed  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houie,  becaufe  It  materially  concerned  his 
conftituents,  was  the  duty  upon  foreign  herrings  imported 
into  Ireland.  Hedid  not  mean  to  propofe  that  the  dutv 
ihould  be  taken  off,  but  he  wifhed  that  a  full  drawback 
fhould  be  granted  when  they  were  re-exported^  otlierwife 
the  trade  would  be  thrown  into  foreign  hands.  He  wa!i 
anxious  to  prefs  this  fubjeA  upon  the  coniideration  of  iht 
Houfe,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  becaufe  it  materially 
afFeAed  the  trade  of  the  city  he  had  the  honour  to  repre^ 
fcnt. 

.  Mr.  Carr  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  export  tax  upon 
linen,  confidering  it  as  he  did  as  a  war  tax,  he  (hould  ceiv 
^ainly  not  oppofe  it ;  but  he  wifhed  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  advert  to  one  circumftance,  which  he  confidered  as 
bearing  hard  upon  Ireland.  By  the  articles  of  union,  if 
there  was' a  furpl us  of  any  foreign  article  in  eitheY  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  it  niight  be  e;cported  to  the  other  with  a 
full  drawback  of  the  duty:  but  if  a  merchant  in  Ireland 
wiftied  to  export  tobacco,Yor  inftance,  to  England,  he  could 
only  do  it  in  veflels  of  a  certain  lize  :  this  appeared  to  him 
to  be  an  impediment  upon  trade.  With  regard  to  the  win«* 
dow  tax,  when  it  was  laid  on  in  Ireland,  it  was  always  con^ 
fidered  as  a  war  tax,  though  now  it  was  made  a  permanent 
one. 

Mr.  John  Latouche  adverted  to  the  ftate  of  the  exchange 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  faid  it  was  a  fubjed 
that  called  for  the  immed^e  attention  of  Pariiaiftent.  With 
regard  to  the  fchedule  beJFore  the  Houfe,  th^^ighthoD. 
Gentleman  had  certainly  attended  with  the  utmoft  candour 
to  the  reprefentations  of  the  merchants  upon  the  fubjeft, 
and  fn  rood  inftances  tbejr  wilhes  were  complied  with ;  to. 
Otb^rs^  however,  they  were  not.  ,Tl^cre  werje  two,arliclct 
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fAftkolariy  Tqpon  wfaidY  be  thought  a  redudioh  of  dut;^ 
'Ws^K  to  tMce  place,  and  they  were  foreign  oils  and  foreign 
•hops ;  the  latter  he  conceivtd  ought  to  be  admitted  to  be  im- 
-ported  free  of  dutj. 

•  Sir  John  Newptrt  alfo  exprefled  his  thanks  to  the  right 
bon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  Ireland,  for  the 
attention  he  befiowed  upon  every  Juggefiion  or  obje£lion 
that  was  made  to  him.  But  there  were  fome  points  in 
which  he  fiill  did  not  approve  of  this  fcbedule.  In  the  iirft 
place,  he  agreed  with  the  hon. Gentleman  (Mr.HutcbinfonJ* 
with  regard  to  what  he  had  faid  about  the  importation  of 
foreign  herrings  ;  but  the  fubjeCl  to  which  he  wiflied  prin- 
cipally to  advert,  was  the  importation  of  the  article  of  deals 
into  Ireland.  He  was  forry  to  find  tliere  was  an  increafed 
duty  upon  that  article.  The  peafantry  of  Ireland  had  of 
late  exprclled  a  wiih  to  have  their  cottages  Hated  inftead  of 
thatched  ;  this  difpolicion  lie  thought  ought  to  be  encou* 
taged,  becaufe  he  knew  that  feveral  villages  were  forced 
into  the  rebellion,  by  the  threat  of  having  their  cottages 
burnt,  which  could  be  eaiily  accompliflied  while  they  were 
covered  with  thatch.  He  therefore  hoped  t^iat  this  duty« 
would  not  be  encreafed. 

Afn  Hawthorne  approved  of  the  fchedule  in  general,  but 
wiflied  merely  to  advert  to  the  increafed  duty  on  grocers' 
licences.  He  did  not  know  upon  what  ground  that  duty 
had  been  increafed,  and  he  did  not  think  if  it  was  perfiiled 
in,  that  it  would  be  productive  of  any  increafe  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Corry^  after  expreiSng  the*fati$fadion  he  felt  at  the 
approbation  which  had  been  expreflTed  o{  his  conduA  by  fo 
many  Members  from  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  pro* 
ceeded  to  anfwer  the  different  objedions  which  had  been 
made.  He  faid  that  though  thefe  .duties  were  now  to  be 
voted  without  limitation,  they  would  of  courfe  be  liable 
hereafter  to  revifion,  alteration,  or  repeal ;  and  tlierefore  he 
hoped  that  no  appreheniion  would  be  entertained  upon  the 
ides  that  thefe  taxes  were  to  be  votecT permanently.  Anor 
ther  obfervation  he  wilhed  to  make  was,  that  all  the  duties 
laid  on  in  Ireland,  to  correfpond  with  war  duties  laid  on  in 
this  country,  would  of  courfe  ceafe  as  foon  as  the  waicea£? 
cd,  and  the  duties  were  taken  off  ity  this  country.  With 
ie|[ani  to  the  provifton  trade  of  Ireland,  it  certainly  did  lan^ 
guiih,  but  he  hoped  it  was  only  for  a  time  ;  the  fad  was^ 
lb;A  the  war  demand  hadceafed,  and  the  peace  demand  ha^. 
Wt  beguoy  which  was  a  reafon  for  a  temporary  diminution  qf 
the  trad^  :  but  he  had  na  doubt  but  that  wotild  foon  revive, 
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particularly  as  there  was  a  large  krwbj  maktanied  in  Inriairf 
and  a»large  fleet  on  the  coaft,  aad  the  confumptien  t>f  pro** 
vilions  by  them  would  at  leafL  couipenfate  for  the  teaipo* 
rary  decreafe  of  foreign  trade.  With  regard  (o  the  draw*- 
baoks  on  fugar,  they  cettainiy  ought  to  be  the  fame  in  both 
countries,  and  if  there  were  inftances  in  which  from  any 
miftake  they  were  not  fo,  they  would  be  refiified.  With 
refpe£tto  tiKS  kather  trade,  he  did  not  conceive  that  any  re» 
duAion  of  the  duty  wa»  neceilaryy  becaufe  it  had  continued 
to  profper,  and  he  believed  thofe  who  were  engaged  in  it 
were  perfefiiy  fatisfied.  As  to  the  duty  upon  the  impor«- 
tation  of  foreign  herrings,  he  could  not  agree  with  the  hon. 
^Gentleman  that  it  ought  to  be  reduced  ;  the  duty  was 
6S.  Id  a  barrel,  and  under  that  duty  the  trade. had  increaf^ 
ed,  and  he  was  fure  it  would  not  be  denied  that  Parliament 
ouglii  to  adopt  every  means  to  encourage  our  own  ii(he<- 
Ties:  Wiih  regard  to  tobacco,  the  reaCon  why  it  could  only 
beihipped  on  boaid  veflels  of  a  certain  lize  was,  becaufeic 
was  neceflfary,  in  order  to  prevent  its  being  fmuggled  into  the 
little  creeks  and  harbours  of  Ireland,  in  fmall  veilels  which 
the  Cuilom^houre  cutters  could  not  follow*  He  then  pro*- 
ceeded  fhortly  to  advert  to  the  other  ohjedions  which  had 
been  made  to  the  fchedule,  but  contended  that  they  were 
not  fuch  as  ought  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  lower  the  duties. 

Mr.  Daw/on  obfervcd,  that  the  window  tax,  which,  at  the 
time  it  was  laid  on,  was  profefied  to  be  a  war  tax,  appeared  in 
the  bili  before  the  HoUfe  among  the  permanent  taxes.  This 
fax  the  hon.  Member  recolleAed  to  have  been  (aid,  at  its  in- 
trodudion,  to  be  pointed  particularly  at  the  difaffeAed  ;  for  it 
was  remarked,  that  as  tliey  were  not  of  that  dcfcription 
of  perfons  who  would  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  State, 
by  any  tax  on  winCf  &c.  they  muft  be  made  to  pay  for  their 
tight :  and  the  Houfe  would  no  doubt  be  furprifed  to  liear, 
that  this  tax  on  light  was  much  beyond  the  rate  tlien  levied  by' 
a  (imilar  fax  in  this  country.  The  hon.  Member  was  parti* 
cuiarly  emphatic  in  exprcfftng  his  difapprobation  of  the  tax  on 
ihe  export  of  lri(h  Jinen.  which  he  considered  to  be  a  violation 
of  the  letter  and  fpiritof  the  union  ;  and  a  fall  confirmation  of 
the  predidions  fo  often  delivered  by  the  adverfaries  of  that 
inealure,  previous  to  its  enactment ;  that  whenever  the  inte^- 
re(h  of  the  two  countries  (bould  happen  to  come  into  compe* 
f  ition,  the  one  hundred  reprefentatives  for  Ireland  would  avail 
very  little,  however  weii^fpofed  towards  their  native  coutw 
fry,  agalnft  the  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Members  who  are 
immediately  imcreft^d  in  tiic- concerns  of  Great  Britain*  -  -  -* 
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The  CbtmceSar  nf  iht  £jrr^^^<r  thoaght  it  right  to  have  it 
fMOtdea  OD  the  face  of  the  bilU  that  the  ^«r  taxes  which  had 
beeo  iiBpofed.in-  Iteland  (hoiikl  ceiie  with  the  duration  of  die 
correfiponding  tsncet  which  exiftbd  in' thb  country.  <  He  vimli* 
cafed  his  tight  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Corry)  from  the  iviputatioa 
of  negkdlitig  the  interefts  of  the  trade  of  Irehad;  and,  in 
proof  of  his  attention  to  that  (ubjedt,  menttcned,  that  tlie  in- 
creaicd  duty*  which  in  the  eoarfe  of  the  iaft  leffion  had  been 
impofed  on  German  linen  imported  into  this  coanuy  t  waa  laid 
CD  in  confequence  of  the  fuggefiion  of  his  right  hon»  Fri^nd^ 
that  it  was  material  to  the  protedioii  and  enooarageiiient  oJF 
the  linen-trade  of  Ireland^  This  additional  tax  tm^Gennan 
linen,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  dated  to  have  excited  fo 
ffioch  difcontent  among  the  importers,  that  he  had.  reafon  to 
believe  that  before  the  expiration  of  the  prefent  feffioa^  an  ap^ 
plication  woold  be  made  to  the  Houfe*  by  petitioD  from  thefe 
importers,  to  have  this  duty  reduced. 

Mr^  Cwrry  faid,  that  he  had  had  it  in  contemplatioa  to  make 
a  propoCtion  in  the  Committee,  refpcAmg  the  war  ttxes,  to 
the  eStdt  recommended  by  his  right  kon»  Friend. 
Mr.  VMnfituart  fpoke  generally  in  favour  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  G.  PmfnAj  faw  no  ground  for  acceding  to  the  addi- 
tional tax  upon  Iri<h  linem  No  Committre  had  been  in- 
ftituted  toafceriam  how  far  it  was  jud  or  ticceffary.  The 
Houfe  bad  nothing  to  proceed  upon  in  juflification  of  the  mea* 
fure,  but  the  afiertion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Af  to  the 
^Mnpariibn  made  between  the  linen  of  Ireland  and  England, 
the  fair  mode  of  confidering  the  queftion  was,  whether  both 
countries  were  equally  fit  to  bear  the  propofed  tax.  The  rea- 
Ion  aflighcd  by  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
qaer»  in  fupport  of  this  equal  tax  as  he  termed  it,  appeared  to 
bhn  to  be  very  extraordinary  indeed,  viz.  that  it  would  he  un- 
fair that  if  Irlfh  arid  Engliih  linen  (llould  he  (hipped  in  the 
fame  (hip,  the  one  (houid  be  fubjed  to  the  tax,  and  the  other 
exempt  from  it.  Then  if  that  were  to  be  the  critJ^ridn^  it 
feemed,  if  thofe  goods  were  carried  in  di&rent  (hips,  the  com* 
plaint  of  inequality  in  taxation  would  difappear.  •  The  learned 
Member  recommended,  for  the  fake  di  clearnefs,'  and  -for  the 
fatisfadion  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  right  lion.  Member  4h^'id 
draw  up  two  feparate  fchcdules,  in  the  one  of  which  Ihould  he 
clafied  fuch  taxes  as  were  meant  to  be  permanent  dn^$<  and  trl 
the  other  the  taxes  which  were  to  ceafe  a(  the  expiration  of 
thewjr. 

Mr,  JlexandiT  laid,  it  would  he'  imroffihie  that  even  Eitg- 
^oditfeif,  with  its  great  capital^  would  be  able  to  rival  the  nonh 
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of  Ireland  in  the  linen  trade,  it  was  fo  firmly  eftablifhed  in 
that  article  of  commerce. 

Air.  Foftcr  referred  to  a  former  period,  at  which  the  (ri(h 
Parliament  had  fvcceeded  in  forcing  the  Irilh  linens  into  the 
Spanith  nnarket,  by  voting  a  bounty  of  5  per  cent,  on  exporta*> 
tion  to  that  country.  By  a  iimilar  train  of  reafoning,  he  fup- 
pofed  that  the  impofition  of  a  duty  of  3  per  cent,  might  tend 
to  preTcnt  ic  from  going  into  any  foreign  market.  He  confix 
dered  the  bill  as  opeiaiing  unfairly  in  two  ways,  the  one  by 
making  permanent  feveral  Jaws  ^bich  heretofore  were  only 
annual,  and  the  other -by  depriving  his  Majedy  of  a  confider-t^ 
able  portion  of  hereditary  reverHie,  without  any  intimation  t6 
the  Houfe  of  his  having  acceded  to  fuch  a  meafure. 

Mr,  Pitt  fardy  he  certainly  was  not  aware  of  the  objection 
which  had  been  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whofpoke 
laft  I  he  was  not  then  prepared  to  give  a  decided  opinion  upon 
the  fuhje£l,  but  he  was  prepared  to  fay,  that  from  fuch  an  ob* 
jefiion  coming  from  fuch  a  quarter,  the  Houfe  ought  •  not  to 
proceed  without  very  maturely  confideriog  the  fubjeA.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  miftaken  in  the  ohjeAion 
he  had  made  {and  he  ihould  be  furprifed  indeed  if  he  were 
midak^n)  if  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe  went  to  produce 
that  effe£t,  and  there  was  no  meiTage  from  the  Crown  to  au9> 
fborize  that  proceeding,  it  was  undoubtedly  a  breach  of  the 
proceedings  and  conftitution  of  Parliament,  and  one  that  (hould 
not, and  he  hoped  would  not,  be  pafledt>ver  lightly. 

it/r.  Cony  was  about  to  proceed  in  further  explanation,  and 
to  add  fome  further  arguments,  when  he  Was  interrupted  by 

Ur*  Fofler^  who  called  to  order,  faying,  that  by  explanation 
be  underftood  that  a  Member  of  Parliament  was  to  explain 
what  he  meant  by  what  he  had  already  faid,  and  not  what  he 
was  going  to  fay. 

The  Spicier  obferved,  that  if  it  was  objedled  to,  the  right 
hoii.  Gentleman  could  not  be  allowed  to  go  into  argument 
tipon  a  quetlion  to  which  he  had  already  fpoken,  without  the 
fpecial  leaved  the  Houfe. 

Mr,  Corry  (aid,  that  for  obvious  reafons,  and  out  of  refpe6l . 
to  the  Houfe,  he  fhould  certainly  confine  himfelf  to  explana* 
tion,  and  be  very  (hort :  what  he  had  to  fay  arofe  out  of  the 
bbffrvations  of  a  right  hoc.  Gentleman,  w)iom  he  never  ^ 
heard  without  great  refpeft.  He  fiiould,  however,  (late  how 
the  matter  ftood.  The  Civil  Lift  was  granted  in  Ireland  in 
the  33d  of  the  King,  and  thefe  provifions  which  were  now 
uqdcr  difcuSion,  were  ena^d  in  lieu  of  thofc  duties  which 
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fobfilted  bcfere  that  time.  His  MajcHy  having  given  up  the 
receipts  of  his  revenue,  the  hereditary  duties  to  the  Crown  had 
merged  daring  that  time ;  but  the  right  to  them  was  not  dif- 
tuiiMsdy  but  was  to  revive  in  full  force  at  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  the  civil  lift  was  granted :  thus  it  was,  that 
from  year  tia  year  the  hereditary  duties  to  the  Crown  remained 
as  it  were  in  abeyance,  during  the  continuance  of  this  arrange- 
ment between  the  Crown  and  the  Public,  but  would  revive 
again  after  the  time  had  expired  during  which  the  agreement 
was  in  force*  This  bill  was  formed  on  the  model  of  other  biNs 
which  had  paited  from  year  to  year  in  Ireland  from  that  time» 
and  this  only  to  render  perpfiatlent  that  fyftem  which  had  been 
adopted  and  annually  pafled  in  Ireland*  The  right  of  the 
Crown  neceftirily  revives  when  the  period  arrived  by  which 
the  arrangement  was  at  an  end  ;  nor  was  there  the  leaft  inten- 
tion to  the  contrary.  Thus  the  cafe  ftood  on  conftitutional 
principles.  Now,  a  certain  portion  of  thefe  duties  was  granted 
annually,  fome  of  which  were  now  infertcd  in  this  bill,' which 
was  propofed  to  be  permanent,  and  a  certain  portion  was 
omitted  in  this  bill,  fuch'as  the  land  and  malt,  that  was  an  an* 
iMial  meafure  yet ;  and  with  regard  to  the  other  duties,  it  was 
pr^poTed  that  they  (hould  be  permanent,  and  they  were,  the 
consolidated  fund  of  Irelanc),  chareed  with  the  intereft  of  the  • 
national  debt,  and  alfo  die  pivil  lift  of  his  Majefty,  and  that 
of  the  proportion  which  Ireland  was  to  bear  of  the  contribu- 
lion  it  was  bound  to  make  to  the  public  burthen  by  the  union^ 
as  well  as  all  the  penfions  and  other  parliamentary  payments 
that  were  to  be  made*  He  was  not  aware  there  was  any  thing 
in  this  bill,'  or  that  any  thing  would  arife  out  of  it,  whichi 
would  in  any  degree  aflkA  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the 
Cfown,  longer  than  had  already,  by  the  confent  of  the  Crown^ 
and  by  agreement  between  the  Crown  and  the  Pul>lic,  been 
provided. 

Air.  Foficr  faid,  he  fhould  alfo  enter  into  a  (hort  explana- 
tion of  what  he  ha^  faid,  which  he  fliould  do^by  way  of  reply 
to  what  had  been  ftated  by  the  right  hon*  Gentleman*  He 
bad  juft  faid,  that  on  forming  the  confolidated  isxx^  of  Ireland^ 
thefe  hereditary  revenues  had  been  given  up  by' his  Majefty;' 
by  a  gracious  meilage,  defiring  that  Parliament  might  bring 
ti^ni  in  the  public  aid,  and  difpofe  of  them  as  Parjramtfnt 
ihould  think  proper,  and  that  in  lieu  of  them  the  Crown  had 
a  civil  lift.  Now,  this  agreement  could  only  be  binding  on 
the  Crown  during  the  exiftence  of  the  right  in  his  Majefty. 
H}!^  Majefty  bad  only  a  life  intereft  in  thefe  hereditary  reve-' 
niies;  but  what  was  to  be  the  effi;£t  of  this  bill?  It  was  that 
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of  a  perpetual  difpofal  of  thefc  hereditary  revenues  of  the 
Crown,  not  only  during  his  Majefty's,  but  alfo  during  every 
rtign  lo  eternity.  He  would  afk,  if  that  was  pdrliamentai y  ? 
He  would  a(ky  was  it  conftitutional  to  divefl!  the  Crown  for 
ever  of  its  rights,  without  any  confcnt  from  the  Crown,  with- 
out even  fo  much  as  a  nieffjge  from  the  Crown  ?  This  was  a 
point  too  clear  to  enter  Jargefy  into  it,  and  therefofc  he  (hould 
not  trefpafs  any  longer  on  the  patrence  of  the  Houfe. 

Lord  Cafilcreagh  faid,  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  read^ 
ing  this  bill,  and  he  had'no  means  of  knowing  what  it  con- 
tained ;  but  he  did  not  appreliend  it  would. have  the  effi:£l 
flatcd  by  the  rigllt  hon.  Gentleman .  However,  if  tho  words 
m  the  hill  fhould  be  found  to  go  further  than  his  right  hon. 
Friend  apj^rchendcd  and  had  dated,  it  would  be  for  the  Houfe 
to  confidcr  it,  when  the  claufes  came  to  be  read.  The  prin- 
cipfe  of  the  Ijill  was  clear ;  but  as  the  intereft  of  the  Crown 
i^as  concerned,  it  was  important  to  take  care  that  nothing 
fhould  find  its  way  into  it  by  inadvertency,  which  might -have 
theefFeft  of  difturbingthe  fcttlcmentmade  between  thcCrowrv 
and  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  on  the  hereditary  revenues  and 
the  civil  lift,  as  it  took  pbce  on  the  3jd  of  the  King.  Now 
how  did  it  ftand  ?  The  Irifh  Parliament,  rfter  this  agreement 
Mrith  the  Crown,  provided  that  th«  duties  given  up  by  the 
Grown  fiiould  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  Public  for  one  ycar^ 
and  contirtued  ihe.n  from  year  to  year,  until  they  had  beeri 
made  permancnr  fince  the  union  ^  for  the  pradice  of  the  Par* 
liament  of  Ireland  was  different  from  that  of  England  in  that 
rcfpcft.  His  right  hoi>.  Friend  had  faid,  that  on  public  ground* 
it  was  expedient  that  thefe  duties  fl»Duld  continue  in  operation 
without  a  freih  arrangement^ every  year ;  and  this  bill  was  onJy 
to  render  permanent,  duties  which  were  voted  away  by  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  annually,  fi.ice  the  33d  year  of  the  pre-* 
fcnt  reigtt :  it  was  a  principle  adted  upon  by  the  Crown  ever 
fince  (  nor  was  there- the  leaft  idea  that  its  operation  ihould 
GOfHinue  further  than  during  the  life  of  the  Monarch  now  on 
the  throne;  it  could  not  affJ6l  the  rights  of  the  Crown  after- 
wards. But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wlio  fpuke  laft,  had  faid 
that  it  would  be  in  operation  during  the  fueceeding  reigns. 
Now,  ns  he  had  not  read  the  bill,  he  couM  not  fay  what  it  con- 
tained, but  if  it  had  any  provifion  which  would  fo  operate,  that 
provifion  might  beakered.  ITie  furrender  of  thefc  duties,  by 
agreement  bctwecn^  the  Crown  and  the  Parliament,  was  abfo* 
Jute  during  the  life  of  his  prcfent  Majefty  ;  and  it  was  for  the 
Parliament  to  confKler  whether  the  appropriation  of  them 
fliouUi  be  pcnnanent,  or  only  from  year  to  year,     H^  thought 
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that  on  {band  principles  of  revenue  thuey  ought  tobepermanenji;, 
in  Older  to  give  to  the  public  creditor  better  fecunty  th^n  could 
attend  the  paffing  of  thiem  to  the  public  ufe  annually.  He 
belkyed  thafhis  right  hon.  Friend  would  be  ajble  to  fati^fy  the 
jcaloafy  of  the  Houfe,  that  there  was  nothing  in  thi$  bill  to 
aSeA  d^e  intereft  of  the  Crown  unfavourably,  at  le^fl  nothing 
that  oould  not  be  altered  to  the  iatisfiiAion  of  the  Houfe  in  a 
Commitiee. 

Mr.  R$^  wifhed  to  know  whether  there  was  in  this  bill 
any  fpecinc  provifion  to  (hew  that  the  hereditary  revenues  of 
die  Crown  (ball  revert  to  the  Crown,  when  that  period 
(hould  occur  when  there  was  a  demife  of  the  Crown  ;  for  it 
there  was  no  fuch  provifion  in  the  bill«  he  doubted  very  much 
whether  it  (hould  have  come  into  the  Houfe  at  all  ^  and  he 
was  fure  that  if  not,  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  go  into  a 
Committee  upon  it,  at  leaft  until  a  meifage  came  to  the 
Hoofc,  from  the  Crown,  defijing  them  to  proceed  upon  fuch 
ameafure.  As  to  tbe  malt  duty  in  Ireland,  which  was  Hill 
ao  annual  vote,  he  did  not  know  the  amount  of  it  fo  as  to 
&e  able  to  judge  of  the  check  which  Pariiameiu  retained  lit 
that  refpe^  upon  the  executive  Governmtrnt,  by  way  of  pow- 
er to  withhold  the  fupplies  from  year  to  year.  If  tlie  rigljit 
hon.  Gentleman  could  fatisfy  the  HouCe  upon  thefe  two 
points  he  (hould  be  glad  to  hear  him. 

Mr.  Corry  (aid,  that  accounts  had  been  kept  of  the  h^re* 
ditary  revenues  diftinct  from  the  others,  and  be  wa^  ioformod 
that  the  law  officers  in  Ireland  prepared  a  claufe  for  tjie 
puipofe  of  favtog  the  rights  of  the  Crown  from  every  thinig 
except  the  operation  of  the  agreement  between  the  Crowa 
and  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  in  the  33d  of  the  King. 
Whether  the  mode  which  had  been  adopted  for  that  purpofe 
was  fuch,  was  not  for  him  to  (late  \  he  knew  that  that  prin- 
ciple had  always  been  preferved,  and  had  underftood  th^t 
ihe  proviGcftis  were  adequate  to  that  purpofe.  That  provi- 
fion had  always  been  inferted  in  every  revenue  bill  fince  the 
agreement  had  been  entered  into  between  the  Crown  and  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  and  he  took  it  for  granted  that  evesy 
thing  would  be  adopted  by  the  Houfe  that  was  neccflary  for 
perfect  clearnefs.  This  bill  was  clearly  of  the  form  of  the 
former  bills,  which  contained  a  provifion  for  faving  the 
rights  of  the  Crown.  Here  he  read  the  provifion  out 
4if  the  iiattite  book  in  a  former  aft  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  F$/Ur  afked  if  that  provifion  was  in  the  prefent  bill  f 

Mt.  Corrj  faid|  he  had  no  doubt  of  it :  the  Houfe  would 
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coofider  how  it  was  prepared.  He  bad  no  dqpbt  it  was  cof- 
Tt&f  though  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  reading  it ; 
it  was  fent  to  hitn  in  the  ufual  manner  after  it  was  drawn 
up  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown.  As  to  the  amount  of 
the  duties  propofed  to  be  voted  permanently,  and  thof^ 
which  were  to  be  annual,  the  annual  was  above  one»tentb  of 
the  whole. 

Mr,  Ca*:ning  faid  that  the  firft  queflion  now  was  not  whe* 
ther  there  was*  fuch  a  claufe  as  that  which  was  alluded  to 
by  the  right  hon.  Gehtleman,  but  whether,  in  fad,  the'Houfe 
could  do  any  thing  further  without  further  explanation,  or 
whether  indeed  the  righi»hon.  Gentleman  ought  not  to  have 
been  ready  with  his  explanation  before  he  came  forward 
with  his  bill  ?  The  next  queftion  was,  if  there  was  not  fuoh 
a  claufe,  what  the  Houfe  (hould  allow  to  be  done  upon  fuch 
a  grofs  violation  of  form,  and  fuch  a  fubftantial  objedion  in 
principle,  fo  eflcnti^l  to  the  conftitutional  pra6tice  of  the 
Houfe,  as  occurred  in  this  bill  ?  He  put  it  to  the  hon.  Gen- 
•^lemen  whofupportcd  thisdcfe£live  bill,  whether  they  (hould 
not  think  it  more  decorous  in  them  to  aik  leave  to  withdraw 
this  bill,  and  a(k  )eave  to  preCent  :anc»ther  lefs  imperfect,  as 
the  bcft  manner  in  which  they  could  atone  for  theamconfti- 
tuliondl  principle  on  which  they  had  attempted  to  proceed  in 
the  Houfe?  It  was  now  allowed,  he  faid,  on  all  hands,  th|it 
this  was  a  grofs  overfight  at  lead;  and  he  thought  that  going 
into  a  Committee  to  endeavour  to  cure  thedefeJk  there.  wouM 
not  be  proper,  beeaufe  it  would  not  fufliciently  mark  the 
fenie  of  the  Houfe  upon  a  proceeding  fo  glaringly  repugnant 
to  its  rules,  and  to  one  of  the  luoft  important  principks  of 
the  conftitution. 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  if  there  was  any  foundation  in  point  of 
faA  in  the  objection,  the  Houfe  would  not  cure  it  in  a  pomr 
mittee,  becaufe  it  could  not,  according  to  any  rule  of  pradioe 
or  principle  of  the  conftitution,  go  into  a  Committee  at  all  up-, 
on  the  bill.  It  was  not  in  the  legal  power  of  the  Houfe  to 
proceed  at  all  upon  a  bill  of  this  kind  without  confent;  here 
there  was  no  pretence  that  any  fuch  confent  was  given. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  whatever,  that  ihe  Houfe  muft  ne- 
gative the  queftion  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair* 
for  the  Houfe  ought  to  wait  at  ieaft  until  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  brought  in  the  bill,  knew  what  it  con- 
tained, before  they  proceeded  to  difcufs  it:  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  hardly  aik  the  Houfe  until  he  bimfelf  had 
bsui  an  opportunity  of  reading  it. 

Lord 
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Lord  C^ftUreagh  wa$  going  to  reply,  when  be  was  oalled 
to  Older  by  Mr.  Grey. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  rofe,  and  was 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  Fofter. 

Tht  ChmiceUor  tf  tbi  Exchequer  faid  he  rofe  for  the  ptir. 
pofe  of  making  a  motion,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  introduoe 
that  which  he  was  about  to  fay.  He  was  defirous  there 
(boutd  be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  going  upon  this  bill,  and 
that  no  one  fhould  be  called  upon  to  proceed  in  the  difcuflion 
of  it,  in  a  Committee,  without  knowing  what  its  contents 
were;  for  that  reafon  he  fliouid  move  that  the  Houfe  ihould 
tefiJve  itfelf  into  a  Commitree  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon 
this  bill  the  next  day.  If  the  bill  was  withdrawn  altogeiher» 
there  would  of  courfe  be  an  end  of  it ;  otherwife  he  fliould 
negative  the  queftien  of  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair,  with 
a  view  to  move  afterwards  that  this  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  next  day. 

Mr.  F9X  faid,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  claimed  his 
Tight  to  be  heard,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  going  to  make 
a  motion,  the  only  ground  on  which  he  had  any  right  to 
fjpeak  a  fecond  time  in  the  debate :  thus  his  claim  was  alloW'* 
ed  in  point  of  order,  and  yet  after  all,  in  point  of  faft,  he 
did  not  make  any  motion,  but  only  gave  notice  of  a  motion 
which  be  intended  to  make;  and  this  was  attended  with..ad- 
ditional  irregulariry ;  that  he  now  negatived  the  quellioa  for 
the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair,  after  having  once  fpoke  for 
the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair.  But  he  believed  it  would  be 
^f  great  ufe  to  fonte  of  his  Majefty's  Miniders,  and  particu* 
larly-to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  they^  could  change  the 
rules  of  the  Houfe  fo  that  they  might  not  only  change  their 
minds,  but  be  allowed  to  deliver  two  oppofite  opinioiM  in 
one  night,  upon  one  queftion  in  a  debate. 

Mr.  Onifiy'^zii^  that  he  believed  this  bill  was  pr^ifely 
on  the  fame  principle  and  condition  as  bills  which  had  for- 
merly paiTed  upon  the  fubjtfd  of  tbefe  duties.  He  did  not 
feel  himfeif  warranted  to  fpeak  on  this  bill,  not  having  read 
it  fince  it  was  introduced  into  the  Houfe;  all  he  knew  waSt 
that  the  fubjeft  to  which  it  referred,  was  under  difcuflion  in* 
Ireland,  among  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  of  whom  he 
had  the  honour  to  be  one.  He  knew  the  difcuffion  had  been 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  King's  hereditary  revenue;  perhaps  he 
might  be  out  of  order  in  dating  what  he  was  about  to  ftate^ 
but  he  wifhed  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  it.  He 
<^|hen  read  the  claufe  which  had  been  infeited  in  other  bills 
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.Upon  this  fubjed,  to  (hew  that  the  ti^s  of  ^ihe  Crowa  htd 
always  been  faved  in  thenn  all,  as  far  as  related  to  the  heredsr 
tary  revenues  of  the  Crown  reverting  after  the  tercniaationof 
,  the  agreement  between  the  Crown  and  the  Public  in  the  3 jd 
year  of  the  prefeiH  rdgn.  It  was  for  the  Houfe  to  confider 
whether  the  words  10  this  claufe  were  fufficient  to  fave  tke 
rights  of  the  Crown;  he  apprehended  they  were,  and  it  had 
been  fo  thought  by  the  Crown  lawyers  in  Ireland.  But 
whether  that  claufe  was  to  be  found  in  the  prefent  bill  he 
would  not  undertake  to  fay.  The  bill  was  in  the  hamd-writ- 
ing  of  two  or  three  perfons,  and  he  took  (bame  to  hin^felf 
that  he  had  not  read  it  fince  it  was  laid  on  the  table  of  that 
Houfe.  All  be  could  fay  was  that  the  bill  which  was  con* 
fidered  and  perufed  by  the  Crown  lawyers  10  Ireland^ 
of  which  he  prefumed  this  to  be  a  copy,  had  been  by 
them  deemed  fufficient  co  preferve  entire  the  righta  of  the 
Crown. 

Mr,  William  Ponfonby  faid,  he  believed  this  bill  contained 
tio  fuch  claufe  as  that  which  had  been  read  by  the  learned 
Gentleman  out  of  another  a£l  of  Parliament.  In  a  word,  ho 
knew  of  no  way  to  proceed  upon  this  buGnefs,  but  that  of 
withdrawing  the  prefent  bill  ttj  make  way  for  a  better* 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  chair,  and  negatived. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved,  that  tlie 
Houfe  (hould  the  next  day  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  upon  the  bill. 

Mr,  Pitt  faid,  he  was  extremely  glad  that  an  opportunity 
had  been  given  to  examine  into  this  queftion;  but  it  was 
matter  of  regret  that  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  had  not  been 
called  to  this  important  circumftance  before  any  progrefs 
whatever  had  been  made  in  the  bill,  for  nothing  could  be 
'more  important  for  that  Houfe  to  attend  to  than  the  heredita- 
,  ry  revenues  of  the  Crown,  and  that  the  more  efpecial)y« 
when  the  meafure  brought  forward  was  without  the  corfenc 
of  the  Crown,  and  without  an  opportunity  of  dtfcufling  the 
contents  of  the  bill.  He  was  very  far  from  pledging  himfelf 
as  to  the  opinion  he  ihould  have  on  this  occafion ;  but  after 
what  lu;  had  heard  from  the  honourable  Gentleman  below 
htm,  he  bad  great  doubts  indeed  whether,  if  the  claufes  in 
this  bill  were,  as  he  had  dated  them  to  be,  out  of  another  biU, 
the  objection  to  this  meafure  would  be  removed,  for  they 
only  related  to  apart  of  his  Majefty's  revenue,  ioftead  of  the 
whole :  if  fo,  the  defeat  was  radical ;  for  it  was  a  claufe  by 
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wbich  a  ftated  fum  was  to  be  perpetiial,  and  Tet  off'againft 
a  perpetual  revenue  of  a  gi?en  yalae  fome  yeafs  ago,  but  ca« 
paideof  incieafo  with  the  increafing  prorperity  of  the  gene-^ 
lal  rerentie  of  the  empire ;  for  during  the  happy  period  of 
Us  Majefty's  reign^  from  that  time  to  the  prefent,  that  reve- 
•oe  had  iocreafed  to  feveral  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and 
tiiat  revenue  now  was  much  higher  than  the  civi^  lift  for 
which  It  had  been  exchanged.  By  this  enadment  therefore, 
to  appropriate  in  perpetuity  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the 
Crown«  Parliament  would  be  doing  neither  more  nor  lefs 
than  this — ^to  aboliOi  his  Majefty^s  inherent  claim  to  a  per- 
manent improveable  revenue,  and  giving  for  it  a  fixed  unim- 
proveable  fum,  and  that  too,  without  any  confent  or  intima- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Crown.  If  this  was  the  cafe,  and 
nothing  bad  been  faid  to  induce  him  to  doubt  it,  he  could  not 
help  faying,  it  was  very  unfortunate  that  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  had  not  been  called  to  it  before  any  progrefs  was  made 
in  the  bill ;  for  it  was  matter  of  great  importw^ce,  upon  the 
conftitutional  principle,  that  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the 
Crown  ihould  not  be  taken  away  by  Parliament  withbut  the 
confent  of  the  Crown;  that  was  a  principle  which  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  be  the  wifli  of  any  of  the  King's  Minifters  to  ne- 
glcd,  and  quite  as  little  could  it  be  the  wiih  of  any  Member 
of  that  Houfe. 

The  queliion  was  then  put  and  carried  that  the  Houfe 
ftould  the  next  day  refolve  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee.     . 

MILITIA  OP  IRELAND. 

Mr.  /^^rr  faid,  that  fome  days  ago  he  nientioned  a  matter 
«f  ferious  moment  to  Ireland,  which  was,  an  apparent  breach 
of  faith  of  Parliament  with  the  militia  of  Ireland.  In  No- 
vember the  miKtia  were  embodied  in  Ireland  by  order  of  the 
I>ord  Lieutenant;  they  were  embodied  by  the  exiting  taw; 
by  that  law  each  militiaman  who  provided  for  his  relatives 
was  to  have  as.  per  week  for  his  wife,  and  is.  for  his  father,, 
mother,  or  child,  if  they  were  maintained  by  him*  In  Au- 
goft  following,  this  law  was  repealed,  by  which  thefe  as* 
were  reduced  to  is.  The  militia  had  been  embodied  under 
the  faith  <tf  the  ftrft,and  no  compenfation  was  given  to  them 
for  the  reduAion.  This  was  a  breach  of  fahh,  at  which  the 
militia  murmured  very  much ;  he  had  letters  informing  him 
of  muchdifcontent  upon  this  occafion,  nor  would  h^  be  an- 
fwerable  for  the  confequences,  if  fome  meafure  was  not  taken; 
and  if  taken  at  all,  it  mud  be  taken  before  the  affixes,  which 
are  now  approaching,  otherwife  it  would  be  too  late. 
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ilr.  Sicritary  Yerke  admitted  the  difficulty  dated  bj  th» 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  ihould  call  the  attention  of  ihe 
Houfe  to  it  ^  but  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the.  Lord  Lieutenant 
bad  brought  the  bill  forward.  Ke  had  not  yet  had  an  op-*  • 
porlunity  of  confidering  that  fubject,  but  in  a  few  days  he 
iliould  come  forward  with  ao- amendment  to  the  bilU  or  a 
feparate  bill  for  that  purpofe. 

LORD  KILWARDEN*S  FAMILY.' 

Mr,  George  Ponfonby  afked  the  Chancelloc  of  the  Exche- 
quer whether  it  was  intended  to  take  any  ftep  towards  mak«< 
ing  provifion  for  the  family  of  the  late  Lord  Kilwarden.  It 
Was  now  near  eight  months  fince  the  tragical  event  happen* 
ed,  by  which  he  was  deftroyed.  His  family  were  not  in 
affluent  circumflances,  and  the  conlideration  of  tlie  manner 
in  which  he  came  to  his  untimely  and  lamented  fate»  and 
the  recollection  of  his  virtues,  made  this  a  matter  of  great 
concern.  He  thought  that  no  time  (hould  be  lod  in  making 
an  adequate  provifion  for  his  family  ;  and  he  was  fure  every 
loyal  man  in  the  empire  would  feel  the  neceiTity  of  this  at* 
tention  on,  the  part  of  Government. 

The  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  faid,  that  this  fubjeft 
was  one  on  which  his  Majefty's  Servants  had  not  been  in- 
attentive, and  he  believed  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  would 
be  called  to  it  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days. 

NAVAL  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Pitt  gave  notice  that  he  fliould,  on  Thurfday  next, 
move  for  fome  information  relative  to  the  ilate  of  the  navaJt 
defence  of  this  country. 

HIS  majesty's  health. 

Mr,  Grey — I  wilh  to  fay  a  very  few  words,  on  a  fubjeft 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  of  the  utmoft  importance.  The 
attention  of  the  Houfe  has  this  day  been  peceiiarily  calledf 
by  witnefling  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  an  inftance  of  the  per- 
fonal  exercife  ofanaA  of  authority  from  the  King.  Sir, 
tlie  inference  naturally  drawn  from  that  afl  of  authority,  fo 
»  exercifed,  is  undoubtedly  of  the  moft  fatisfaftory  nature.  IC 
would  indeed  be  completely  fatisfaftory  to  me,  if  I  were 
afiured  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Adding-^ 
ton),  th;K  the  a£t  was  done  in  full  health,  which  its  publicity 
indicates,  and  without  which  fuch  an  a£l  of  authority  ought 
hot  to  have  been  exercifed.  It  would  have  been  fatisfaftory 
to  me  if  there  were  not  fome  doubts  upon  tiiat  fuhject ;  but 
tinder  all  the  circumftances,  conlidering  what  we  know' frorai 
public  reports,  and  comparing  them  with  declarations  made 
in  that  iloufe  and  other  places,  there  does  appear  to  me  to 
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be  fome  doubt  and  myftery  upon  this^tranfaction,  which 
leave  on  my  mind  fentiments  of  confiderable  uneafinefs  and 
jipprebenfion.  It  would  be  great  relief  and  fatisfactlon  to 
me  to  have  this  ferious  apprehenfion  removed  by  an  explicit 
declaration  from  the  Minifter;  but  if  not,  the  Houfe  is 
placed  in  a  new  and  awful  lituation,  in  which  it  wiil  be  in- 
cumbent on  us  to  think  what  fteps  it  will  be  proper  for  us 
to  take. 
No  reply  was  made  to  Mr.  Grey's  obfervations. 

VOLUNTEER  REGULATIONS  BILL. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  moved  the  order  of  the  day  upon 
the  volunteer  bill. 

On  the  claufe  for  allowing  adjutants  and  quarter-mafters 
half- pay, 

Mr,  IVhltbread  obferved,  that  there  were  many  perfons 
who  had  never  been  in  the  regulars,  ])\xi  who,  from  the  ex- 
cellence of  their  conduct  as  adjutants  i"  volunteer  corps, 
were,  he  thought,  equally  entitled  \q  half-pay.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  it  (hould  depend  upon  the  report  of  the  in- 
fpecting  field  officer  as  to  the  good  difcipline  of  the  corps, 
whether  the  adjutant  of  fuch  corps  Ihctuld  be  entitled  to  fucU 
pay  or  not.  In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  Mr.  Whitbread 
adverted  to  an  expreflioii  ufed  by  Gen.  Maitland  on  a  for- 
mer occafion,  that  there  were  not  fix  good  adjutants  to  be 
found  in  the  whole  army. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  laid,  it  was  ncceflary  to  lay  down  a 
general  principle  with  refpect  to.  the  half'-pay  to  be  allowed 
to  adjutants,  as  otherwifei  perfons  who  acted  as  adjutants  in 
volunteer  corps,  and  who  were  wholly  incompetent,  might 
become  entitled  to  it,  and  thus  faddlc  confiderable  expence 
upon  the  public.  To  this  rule,  however,  there  Height  be 
fbnic  exceptions,  as,  if  Uie  infpecting  field  officer  reported 
tlie  good  qualifications  of  an  adjutant,  it  cei'tatnly  was  in-* 
tended  to  reprefent  fuch  cafe  to  his  Majefty,  with  a  view 
that  fuch  adjutant  might  become  entitled  to  the  allowance 
in  queftion. 

General  Maitiand  faid,  the  expreffion  he  ufed  on  a  former 
occafion,  was  not  that  there  were  not  fix  good  adjutants  to 
be  found  in  the  army,  but  that  there  were  not  fix  new  adju- 
tants to  be  found. 

Mf.  Pitt  faid,  he  agreed  in  the  general  outline  with  re- 
fpect to  adjutants  receiving  pay.  He  thought,  hoNvever, 
that  where  there  was  a  difficulty  in  getting  good  adjutants, 
ferieant-m.ajors  from  regular  troops  might  be  reforted  to  as 
adjutants  for  volunteer  corps.    He  then  adveitcd  to,  and  re- 
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dated  his  former  propofition  with  refpect  to  transferring 
officers  from  the  line  as  iiel^  officers  in  volunteer  corpus. 

Hie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  it  was  the  ftrong 
difpolition  of  MiniOers  to  agree  to  any  thing  that  could  tend 
to  improve  the  difcipline  ot  the  volunteer  corps,  coniiAent 
wich  the  nature  and  principles  of  their  conAitution.  It  was 
his  opinion  that  the  purpofe  of  the-  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  better  anfwered  by  the  appointment  of  infpeding 
field  officers,  who  were  appointed  from  officers  of  the  line. 
He  objeft^d  to  tlie  propofition  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  the  appointment  of  field  officers  to  volunteer  corps  from 
the  line,  becaufe  the  volunteers  (hould  not  be  led  to  fuppofe 
that  it  was  intended  to  graft  upon  the  fydem  any  thing  not 
Congenial  to  its  nature.  He  knew  that  a  degree  of  jealogfy 
had  been  caufed  in  fume  volunteer  corps  by  the  appoint* 
nient  of  infpefting  field  officers,  becaufe  they  were  liable 
to  a  fort  of  compulfory  infpeftlon  by  perfons  receiving  pay. 
He  was  convinced,  however,  of  the  neceffity  of  appointing 
infpefling  field  officers,  and  that  the  volunteers  could  not  be 
an  efficient  force  without  them ;  but  if  field  officers  from 
the  line  were  introduced  into  the  volunteer  corps,  it  would 
neceflarily  create  jealoufy.  It  had  been  made  part  of  the 
propofition,  that  field  officers  from  the  line  Ihould  not  be 
appointed  to  volunteer  corps  without  the  confentof  the 
Commanding  officers  ;  but  this  was  placing  a  commanding 
officer  in  a  fituation  of  great  difficulty  and  delicacy.  If  he 
recommended  the  appointment  of  a  field  officer  from  the 
Jine,'it  might  be  confidered  asaconfeffion  of  his  own  infuffi- 
ciency  ;  whilft,  if  he  refufed  to  aflent  to  a  recommenda- 
tion of  that  nature,  he  might  be  liable  to  cenfure :  add  to 
this,  there  were  many  volunteer  corps  which  already  had 
the  benefit  of  the  affillancc  of  military  officers  of  great  ex- 
perience, either  as  commandants,  or  as  holding  commif* 
(Ions  in  fucJi  corps.'  At  the  fame  time,  it  was  his  wilh  that 
It  fliould  be  a  part  of  the  inftru£lions  from  the  commander 
in  chief  to  the  general  officers  commanding  diftrifls,  to 
fpare  field  officers  from  the  regulars,  wherever  it  can  be 
donf ,  in  order  to  perfeS  the  difcipline  of  the  volunteer 
corps.  He^ repeated,  that  the  objeft  of  tbt  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  anfwered  by  the  appaintment  of  infpecting  field 
officei*s,  and  alfo  by  the  appointment  from  the  line  of  adju- 
tants and  lerjeant- major's. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  as  to  the  appointment  of  infpecting  field 
officers,  if  was  obvious  that  could  not  interfere  with  his 
piopofal  of  appointing  field  officers  from  the  line  to  affift  in 
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dirdplioing  volunteer  coqis,  as  the  perfons  appointed  in- 
fpectipg  officers  held  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonels ;  whiift 
he  propofed  to  appoint  perfohs,  probably  captains,  from 
half-pay.  At  leaft  they  might  try  whether  any  fuch  perfons 
could  be  obtained;  at  any  rale,  the  two  defcriptiDns  of 
perfofis  were  wholly  diftinct,  as  no  one  was  appointed  an 
infpecting  officer  who  had  not  been  a  Held  officer  in  the 
army,  whiift  he  propofed  to  take  field  officers  for  volun- 
teers from  thofe  in  the  line  who  held  fubaltern  commiffions. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  fuch  a  meafure 
would  be  likely  to  create  jealoufy  :  he  was  forry  to  hear  it, 
but  certainly  the  appointment  of  infpecting'  field  officers 
was  not  fufficient  to  render  volunteer  corps  in  any  degree 
well  difciplined.  Some  of  thefe  officers  bad  half  a  county 
to  attend  to,  and  he  would  afk,  whether  they  could  in  that 
cafe  do  much  aiore  than  relate  what  they  had  been  told  by 
others,  with  refpect  to  the  difcipline  of  corps,  ihftead  of  be- 
ing intimately  acquainted  with  it  tbemfelves.  He  was  now, 
however,  tol^,  that  becau^  perfons  had  been  appointed  to 
fee  chat  inftructions  had  been  given  to  ^volunteer  corps,  it 
was  unnecedary  to  appoint  perfons  to  indruct  them  :  he 
could  not  conceive  this  to  be  very  conclufive  reafoning.  He 
ilid  not  believe  any  jealoufy  would  be  excited  by  the  ap-^ 
pointment  of  field  officers  of  the  defcription  he  had  alluded 
to;  it  would  rather  be  caufed  by  the  appointing  inipecting 
field  officers,  who  were  fupeiior  to  the  commanders  of  the 
regiments.  Add  to  this,  that  infpecting  field  officers  were 
appointed  by  a  compulfory  reguls^tion,  whilfl  all  he  pro- 
pofed w^s  to  provide  field  officers  where  it  was  requefted  by 
tlie  commanding  officers  of  corps,  therefore  there  was  ftill 
Icfs  caufe  for  jealoufy.  Anotlier  ground  of  objeflion  was, 
that  commanding  officers  would  be  placed  in  a  fituation  of 
great  delicacy  ;  but  he  did  not  fee  the  force  of  this  objec- 
tion. Suppofe  the  commanding  officer  were  to  recom- 
mend the  appointment  of  a  field  officer  from  the  line  to  his 
corps,  he  would  only  indicate  that  he  was  a  man  of  com- 
mon fenfe,  and  that  he  was  more  anxious  to  do  his  dutv 
than  to  be  actuated  by  trifling  vanity  ;  on  the  other  fide,  if 
he  declined  fuch  accommodation,  he  might  be  liable  to 
cenfure  for  not  doing  that  which  he  ought  to  do.  As  to  any 
objection  of  economy,  the  faving  wbith  might  arife  from 
Dot  purfuing  the  regulation  he  propofed,  oi»ght  not  to  be 
put  in  competition  with  the  advantages  which  would  arife 
from  its  adoption.    For  thefe  reafons  he  was  dill  incliqed 
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.to  perfift  in  urging  Uie  propofition,  which  be  had  before 
made. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fuid,  that  if  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  perfons  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were 
appointed,  they  might  alTume  an  importance  which  would 
be  inconfiftcnt  with  the  general  fyflem  of  the  corps.  He 
inftanccd  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  who  had  had  no  fuch 
officers,  and  who  had  difplayed  tlie  bed  difciplihe,  as  well 
as  the  greateft  courage  and  zeal. 

General  Tarleton  bore  teftimony  to  the  excellence  of  tho 
difcipline  of  the  volunteer  corps  of  Ireland. 

General  Lofius  objected  to  officers  being  fen t  from  camps 
or  other  military  ftations  in  the  hour  of  danger  to  difcipline 
volunteer  corps. 
,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  his  idea  was,  that 
fuch  afliftance  ftiould  be  at  the  difcretion  of  the  general  of 
the  diftrict. 

Mr*  Pitt  faid,  that  in  the  maritime  diftricts  fuch  afliftance 
might  be  provided,  but  with  refapct  to  the  corps  in  the  in- 
terior, they  Ihould  be  aflifted  in  dilcipline  by  officers  fcom 
half- pay. 

Mr.  U\  Dickinfon  obferved,  that  there  muft  be  good  offi- 
cers to  make  good  foldicrs.  As  to  economy,  it  was  not  a 
qucftion  of  economizing  money,  but  the  blood  and  lives  of* 
the  peopk  :  it  was  necciTary  to  have  good  officers  to  enfure 
difcipline,  and  it  was  necelTary  to  have  dilcipline  in  order 
to  enfure  fucccfs  ;  and  he  would  afk  whether  defeats  were 
confidered  as  cheap  articles  by  the  prcfent  Adminiftration? 
If  an  enemy  were  to  land,  the  country  might  have  reafon 
to  curfe  fuch  pariimony.  If  tlie  bill  now  before  the  Houfe 
was  made  any  thing  of,  it  would  be  made  fo  by  the  mino- 
rity,  and  not  by  the  majority  ;  for  if  it  had  pafled  as  origi* 
nally  brought  in,  it  would  have  been  one  of  the  ftrong  in- 
ftances  of  the  weak  conduct  of  a  feeble  Adminiftration. 

Mr,  Htley  Addingtori  faid,  he  would  leave  to  the  deciiion 
of  the  Houfe  and  the  public  the  hon.  Gentleman's  charge  of 
economy  agalnft  the  prefent  Adminiftratiqn.  He  objected 
to  any  meafure  for  the  introduction  of  field  officers  from  the 
line  into  voiunteer  corps,  as  it  would  tend  to  create  diffen* 
fions  among  the  officers  and  privates  of  thefe  corps. 

Mr.  fVindham  \yifhed  to  underftand  precifely  the  mean- 
ing of  his  right  hon.  Friend's  (Mr.  Pitt's)  propofition,  as  he 
could  not  confent  to  rob  the  line  of  officers,  in  order  to  dif- 
cipline volunteer  corps. 
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Mr.  Pitt  faid,  his  proportion  was  to  take  officers  from 
the  half-pay,  where  they  were  ufelcisy  and  to  make  them 
ufeful  by  contributing  to  difcipline  volunteer  corps. 

Afr.  W.  Jf^ynne  deprecated  the  economy  of  Minif^ers,  as 
its.only  objeft  was  to  diminifli  thofe  expences  which  were 
to  come  before  Parliament,  whilft  a  greater  weight  fell  upon 
the  people. 

Mr,  Spencer  Stanhope  adverted  to  the  ereftion  of  beacons* 
and  inftanced  one  in  the  Weft  Riding  of  Yorkfliire,  guarded 
by  four  perfons,  one  of  whom  had  only  one  leg,  another 
had  only  one  arm,  the  third  had  loft  the  roof  of  his  mouth* 
and  the  fourth  was  notorioufly  drunken,  and  each  of  thefe 
was  paid  half-a-guinea  per  day. 

Mr.  Secretary  Forte  faid,  that  beacons  had  been  ereSed 
in  the  Weft  Riding  of  Yorklhirc  without  confulting  the  Ge- 
neral of  the  diftrift,  Lord  Mulgrave. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  faid,  they  were  ereftcd  by  order  of 
the  General  of  the  diftrifl. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  replied,  that  he  had  underftood  the 
contrary. 

After  fome  further  obfervations  from  Lord  Temple,  Sir 
W.  Milner,  Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  and  other  Members,  the 
claufe  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  claufe  relating  to  the  recovery  of  fines  and  pe* 
nalties, 

Mr.  Pitt  fuggefted  that  it  would  be  better  to  give  an  op- 
tion in  cafe  of  non-payment,  either  to  levy  the  fine  by  dif- 
trefs,  or  to  inflid  imprifonment  for  two  or  three  days  or  a 
week,  as  the  diftrefs  might  be  injurious  to  the  family  of  the 
perfon  diftrelTed  upon.  ^ 

Mr.  G.  Vanjittart  was  for  extending  the  imprifonment  to 
a  fortnight. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  the  imprifon- 
ment of  the  individual  would  be  more  injurious  to  his  fa- 
mily than  levying  the  fine  by  diftrefs. 
^  Mr.  Pitt  explained,  that  the  idea  was,  to  veft  a  difcrc- 
tionary  power  in  the  magiftrate,  to  imprifon,  fuppofc  for  a 
week,  in  the  default  of  diftrefs. 

Sir  R.  Buxton  ftrongly  recommended  the  allowing  a  cer- 
tain number  of  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  if  the  penal- 
ties were  not  paid,  the  magiftrate  (hould  have  the  power  of 
committing  in  the  cafe  of  default. 

Mr.  Sturgefs  Bourne  contended,  that  the  optional  power 
propofed  to  be  given  to  the  magiftrate,  proceeded  on  the 
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fpofl  humane  and  liberal  principle  that  it  waspoffiUe  to  ip* 
iroduce  into  a  cafe  of  pecuniary  penalty. 

Mr,  Burland propoied  ihq  introduflion  of  a  claufCt  in  fub- 
flance  enading,  that  in  cafe  of  a  refufal  or  pegleA  to  pay  the 
fine  after  a  given  number  of  days  (five  was  propofed  in  the 
lird  inftance),  it  (hould  then  be  lawful  for  the  magiftrate  to 
commit,  &c. 

Mr.  H$bhoufe  fpoke  in  fupport  of  the  Chaiicellor  of  the  Ej^- 
chequer*s  idea  in  favour  of  the  mode  of  diftrefs,  as  imprifon- 
ment  would  evidently  prevent  the  indiyidu;|l  from  earning  the 
accuftomed  provifibn  for  his  family. 

Mr,  ff^hitbread  made  a  variety  of  obfervations  on  the  part 
of  the  bill  under  difpuQion :  he  was  inclined  to  make  the 
Opulent  private  pay  )n  his  purfe ;  but  wo\iId  not  refort  to 
imprifonment  except  where  it  was  indifpenfably  neceflary. 
The  proceeding  of  diftr^fs  he  thought  one  of  e3(treme  opprcf- 
fron  \  but  as  fome  principle  of  compulfion  muft  obtaioy  He 
Ihought  the  option  of  diitrefs  or  imprifonment  fliould  be 
given.  With  refpefi  to  the  application  of  thefe  penaltie$» 
they  were  to  go  to  the  cotpmon  funds  of  the  diflFerent  corps 
for  defraying  the  nec^ITary  expences,  ^c.  But  in  obferving 
upon  this  pointy  he  muft  repeat  what  he  had  f^id  thereon  oti 
^  farmer  occafion ;  he  thought  it  would  be  a  founder  and 
more  manly  policy  to  come  forward  at  once  and  provide  fqr 
the  payment  of  fuch  expences  out  of  the  public  purfe;  as  he 
prtdiv!:1ed,  for  want  of  certain  and  unfailing  funds,  the  greater 
number  of  the  corps  would  fall  to  pieces  and  ceafe  to  exift. 
This  he  fajd,  to  a  certain  degree,  was  exemplified  by  the  ia- 
flance  of  one  of  the  City  corps,  where,  out  of  the  requifne 
fum  of  about  i  r,oool.  he  underftood  7  or  8000I.  or  fome  very 
large  fum,  remained  due.  Several  corps  were  defUtule  oS 
the  mod  neceflfary  articles.  It  was  now  of  little  confequence 
V/hether  the  plan  of  fubfcriptions  was  originally  a  wife  mea- 
fure  ;  he  thought  them,  now  at  leaft,  very  improper.  They 
were  providing  for  a  permanent  fyftem  in  the  bill.  As  that 
was  the  cafe,  let  them  do  it  with  their  eyes  open,  !et  them 
nor  blink  the  genuine  queftion  ;  they  fliould  Contemplate  the 
danger  as  it  ought  16  be  viewed.  There  were  many  articles 
of  ex  pence  abfulutely  neceifary  to  be  incurred  rn  refpeS  of 
the  volunteer  corps  :  keeping  the  arms  clean  and  in  repair 
was  one  of  the  principal  items  ;  the  payment  of  the  drummcps 
was  another  indifpenfable  requifite  :  he  wifhed  to  know  whe- 
ther that  was  to  be  provided  for  out  of  any  particular  fund  } 
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There  had  been  more  money  thrown  away  in  rcPped  of  the 
volunteers  fince  their  inftitutton  than  would  fet  on  foot  an 
iaimenfe  regular  force :  let  the  private  Aibfcriptions  and 
annual  contributions  be  calculated,  and  fee  what  an  ioimenre 
aggf^te  ihey  would  amount  to  !  The  prefent  fyfiem  was 
one  of  the  mpft  profufe  and  extravagant  that  was  ever  yet 
broached. 

One  or  two  Members  rofe^  and  exprefled  their  opinioa 
that  what  Mr.  Whitbread  was  advancing  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Whitbrtad  refumed.  What  lie  had  Taid  was  (Iridly 
in  order,  and  advanced  then  with  a  view  to  fave  the  time  of 
the  Houfe  \  the  penalties  were  applicable  to  the  funds,  his 
obfervations  were  therefore  in  order.  As  to  the  queftion^ 
he  reprobated  th^  utter  want  of  economy  in  the  fyftem.  A 
large  regular  force  might  have  over  and  over  again  been  put 
in  afiivity  for  lefs  money.  In  procefs  of  time  the  prefent 
foiuces  would  fail;  individuals  would  every  year  become 
more  weary  or  lefs  able  to  pay  the  contributions.  Speaking 
more  immediately  to  the  point  in  queftion,  were  the  alterna- 
tive of  imprifonment  refolved  on,  he  (hould  prefer  the  (horteft 
poflible  period. 

Mn  Vaughan  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  explain,-— 
that  of  the  corps  which  he  conceived  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
alltideto,  he  washimfelf  a  Member;  that  fo  far  from  the 
corps  being  in  debt,  it  poiTefled  confiderable  funds ;  and  that 
fofar  from  being  difcontentcd,  they  were  the  firft  to  offer  per- 
manent fervice. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  propofcd  the  introdiiftion  of  fome 
words  as  an  amendment  of  the  claufe  in  queftion. 

Mr.  H.  LafcelUs  thought  that  the  accumulation  of  fines 
(hould  be  prevented,  as  they  might  run  up  to  an  amount  that 
might  impede  the  refignation  of  a  member  when  he  (hould 
fo  determine. 

Mr.  Pitt  referred  the  hon.  Member  to  a  particular  part 
of  the  claufe,  where  the  cafe  was  provided  for  by  the  words. 

Mr.  Hofe  txftcikd  bis  opinion,  that  the  magiftrate  (hould 
be  veiled  with  the> power  of  committing  to  the  neareft  place 
of  confinement. 

The  clauie,  as  amended,  was  then  agfeed  to. 

Some  difcuflion  then  took  place,  re fpefting  a  fubfequent 
provifion  in  the  bill,  nmilarro  the  preceding  one  in  fome  of 
its  effeds^  but  principally  affeding  a  fuperior  clafs  of  in* 
dividuals.  The  Gentlemen  who  delivered  their  opinions 
were  principally  Meflrs.   Whitbread,  Curwen^   Secretary 
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Yorkc,  Bfagge,  Thompfcrv,  and  Wm.  Diindas.  It'was  con- 
tended on  the  part  of  thofe  who  fupported  the  bill,  that  thofe 
perfons  who  were  able  to  pay,  but  who  from  obftinacy,  or 
oihei*  nrotivcsj  did  not  choofeto  pay,  ihould  be  decidedly  com- 
pelbble  ;  and  with  rerpe(^  to  thofe,  the  option  of  dift/efs^of 
imprifoniYient  wai  propoftd  t6  be  left. 

Jk/r.  Fox  obje6led  to  the  principle,  as  regulated  by  the 
proriGonsof  the  bill.  *  7  hough  the  members  had  agreed  to 
the  payment  of  certain  fines,  they  had  no  idea  of  evehrually 
incurrmg  fo  fevere  a  puniftimcnt ;  by  fuch  a  regulation,  the 
volunteer  was  put  in  a  different  fituation  from  (hat  in'  which 
he  confidered  himfelf,  when  making  his  agreement. 

Afr,  W.  Dundas  obferved  that  if  the  volunteer  agreed  Una 
fdeXO  pay  certain  fines,  he  was  bound  to  make  them  good^ 
or  he  had  agreed  to  nothing. 
Afr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  a  degree  of  cotnbulfiort  In  the  cafe 

'  tinder  difcuffion  was  evidently  necefTary.  They  (hould  recol- 
le6l  that  the  fight  of  the  volunteer  to  reHgn  was  admitted,  in^ 
cafe  hewas  not  fatisfied  with  the  regulations. — The  difcipline 
of  the  corps  was  furely  neccflary  to  be  preferved;  and  farther 
the  fines  arofe  out  pf  regulations  agreed  to  by  the  individuals 

■  themfelves.    The  principle  was  not  new  to  this  aft.     In  ^ 

.  tlie  original  a£l  a  provifion  to  that  effeft  obtained,  but  it  was  * 
not  modified  by  the  optional  power.     The  points  at  ifTue  te- 

.  folved  into  two  queftions :  the  firft,  whether  in  cfefault  of 
difirefs,  proceedings  (hould  be  had  againft  the  perfon  ;  the 
latt.cr  was  certainly  one  in  analogy  to  the  Jaw  of  the  coun- 
try :  and  the  fecond,  which  involved  the  only  new  pointy 
was,  whether  an  alternative  of  fubjeding  the  individual  to 
imprifonment  (hould  be  allowed  ;  and  that  this  was  the  more 
lenient  of  the  two  he  thought  had  been  clearly  eflablifhed. — 

-After  confulering  the  topic  a  little  further,  he  exprelTed  his 

concurrence  in  the  regulation  for  allowing  the  optional  powers 

Some  further  claufes  and  provifions  of  the  bill  were  then 

pgreed  to  without  obfervation,  when  it  was  agreed  to  report 

prpgrefst  and  alk  leave  to  fit  again* 

The  Hpufe  then  refumed^  and  the  Committee  were  order- 
ed to  fit  again  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Alexander  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  indem* 

,  jufyajl  perfons  concerned  in  ifliiing  or  carrying  intoeffeft 
the  orders  of  council  refpe^ing  the  importation  of  certain 

.  goeds  in.neutra)  fliips  from  America. 

The  olhcr  orders  oi  the  day  were  then  difpofed  of,  and  at 

.half  pa  ft  eleven  o'clock  the  Houfe  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

SATURDAY',  MARCH   10. 

The  Dublin  police  bill  Was  read  a  fiill,  and  ordered  to  be 
tead  a  fecond  time. 

A  new  writ  was  oHcred  for  Prefton,  in  the  room  of  John 
Horrocks,  Efq.  deceafed. 

Mr.  Corry  moved  the  ardcr  of  the  day  for  going  into  a 
Committee  on  the  Iri(h  duties  bill. 
The  order  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Curry  obferved,  that  before  he  made  any  futther  mo- 
tion upon  this  fubjeft  he  wifhed  to  fay  a  few  words.  In  the 
cburfe  of  the  debate  of  the  preceding  day,  fome  doubt  had 
been  thrown  out,  that  the  bill  before  the  Houfe  was  one 
thataffeded  the  interefts  of  theCrowh.and  that  therefore  the 
R6yal  aiient  ought  to  have  been  ligoified.  He  was  ready 
at  that  time,  and  he  was  ready  now,  if  it  were  proper,  to 
Ihew  that  the  bill  was  conformable  to  the  precedents  of  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland.  He  alfo  underfteod,  though  on  this 
point  he  could  not  fpeak  fo  pofitively,  that  it  was  not  With- 
out precedent  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  before  the 
anion ;  and  in  the  Imperial  parliament,  iince  the  unioYy^ 
there  we're  precedents,  viz.  the  three  diflferent  afts  which^ 
had  pafled  relative  to  thefe  duties  ;  it  was  true  they  were 
only  annual  bills,  and  therefore  he  did  not  rely  entirely  upon 
tliem.  But  though  there  were  precedents  of  that  nature,  if 
it  could  enter  into  the  imagination  of  any  man  that  this  mea^-^ 
fare  trenclied  upon  any  conftitutionai  principle,  he  certainly^ 
would  be  the  laft  man  to  take  advantage  of  them.  ^  As* 
there  had  not  been  fufficient  time  however,  (jnce  the  doubts 
had  been  thrown  out,  to  afcertain  how  the  principle  ftood' 
afiedcd  by  this  proceeding,  he  fhould,  in  order  that  full  lime 
might  be  given  for  consideration,  move  to  poftpone  the 
Committee  till  Monday. 

J/n  Fofter  laid,  that  the  great  doubts  and  difficulties 
which  had  arifen  in  his  mind  upon  the  fubje£t'  were  fotindw 
cd  upon  the  circumftance  of  this  bill  being  perpetual,  there* 
fore  he  did  not  conceive  that  annual  bi41s  could  be  coofider* 
ed  as  any  precedent. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  on  the  Irlfh  countervailing  duty  bill  was 
put  ofFtill  Monday. 

The  Irifh  malt  bill  was  read  a  fccond  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday. 

Vol.  11.  1803.4.  E  Mr. 
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Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  f6r  gotfig 
into  a  Committee  on  the  ^ 

tOLUNTEER  REGULATIONS  BILL. 

The  Houfe  having  rcfolved  itlelf  into  a  Con^mittee, 
Mr.  Yorke  proceeded  to  pmpofe  fome  new  claufes.    The 
firft  was,  to  invalidate  an)^  agreements  that  might  have  beeif 
entered  into  between  mafters  and  fervanls,  by  i^ich  the. 
Utter  were  prevented  from  entering  into  volunteer  corps. 
The  next  was  a  claufe  to  repeal  a  claufe  in  a  former  bilJ, . 
compelling  the  parilh  topay  thcdrill  ferjeants  :  they  are  iii 
£uture  to  be  paid  out  ot  the  public  purle.    Thefe  claufes  • 
were  agreed  to.    The  next  was  a  cfaufc  authorizing  the 
commander  of  a  corps,  in  cafe  of  any  member  ifiiibebaving 
himfelf*  to  deprive  him  of  that  day's  pfty**  or  elfe  to  difal* 
low  that  day  as  one  of  his  days  of  exei-cife- 

Afr.  Pitt  f^id,  the  claufe  now  propofed  would  b<ive  fome 
efibA,  but  fiill  he  did  not  think  k  would  be  fufiicient.  He 
had  prepar^^d  fome  claufes  upon  this  fnbjed,  which  would 
go  a  little  further.  One  of  them  was  to  give  the  commander 
of  a  corps  a  power  to  order  any  member  mifbehaving  bit|»- 
liblf  while  under  arms,  into  cuftod^  during  the  time  thtt^ 
corps  remained  under  arms ;  to  infli'ft  fines  as  high  as 
^e  (hillings,  in  cafes  of  non-attendance,  not  taking 
q^ie  of  their  arms,  &c.  He  did  not  think  that  this  would 
give  any  of{ence  to  the  volunteer  corps,  bccaufe  it  certainly 
was  not  an  unnecell4i;y  fe verity .  He  meant  this  to  be  a  ge« 
neralplaufe  Spplicable  to  all  corps.  If  any  perfons  fhould 
feel  themfelves  dtifati^d  with  thefe  regulations,  which  be 
did  not  think, probable,  ftiJl  they  h^d  the  power  to  reiign* 
But  be  enftertained  no  appreheniiofis  upon  the  fubjeA,  and 
1|^  (hould  certainly  take  an  oppottunily  of  propo^ngtUem  iw 
'  ibme  ftage  of  the  bill. 
;  Mr.  Tiernty  wry  much  approved  of  the  regulations  fi^- 
gefted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  was  appreheir- 
S$re  that  fomlf'CoppS  in  town  would  feel.a  degree  of  jealoufy 
upon  the  fubjeQ.  They,  were  in  many  refpeiSls  difFerent 
from  moft  of  the  corps  in  the  country  ;  they  received  no 
pay,  and  many  of  the  niembei-s  who  kept  (hops,  who  per- 
haps had  only  one  apprentice,  or  perliaps  none,  would  feet 
themfelve^  much  hurt  at  being  fined  fo  lieavilyy  wfaea  they . 
really  cbuld  not  leave  their  bu(iire(s  without  the  greateft  in- 
convenience. But  as  to  the  power  of  ordering  a  membe^r  . 
under  ap  arreft  for.mifconduA  while  under  arms»  he  thought 
there  could  be  no  obje£lion  to  it. 
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Mu  Pitt  fa!d«  diat  th^fe  regubtipns  might  be  appliecl  only 
to  the  corps  who  received  pay. 

Cohml  Rjn  thought  there  was  no  occaiion  for  any  fur- 
ther regulations,  and  therefore  flioilld  ohjetS  to  thefe  ciaufes. 

Tfae  MitrqHts  of  Titchfield  approved  entirely  of  the  ideas 
of  Mr.  Pitt  upon  thisfubjefi,  and  thought  they  were  highly 
advantageous  to  the  volunteer  fyfteno.  If  lie  might  prefume 
to  offer  any  thing  in  ^iddiiion  to  that  which  came  from  fo 
high  an  authoiity,  it  Would  be,  that  the  point  of.difcipline 
to  which  the  claufe  referred,  (hould  be  judged  of  by  a  mi- 
litary council  in  the  way  of  a  court  martial,  fubjei£t  to  the 
approbation  of  the  commander  of  each  corps. 

Mm\  Sfcrttary  torke  thought  both  the  claufe  wliich  be 
had  propofedy  and  tbofe  prupofed  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, might  be  adopted,  for  they  were  not  in  the  le^ft 
inconfiftcnt  with  each  other.  He  approved  of  the  fyftera 
of  imprifoning.  volunteers  among  ihemlelves  for  the  day, 
when  they  were  under  arms,  if  they  had  mifconduflcd 
themfelves  in  the  ranks ;  and  he  thought  the  ideas  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  by  the  right  hon.  Gentletnan  very 
good.  He  diffented  from  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  Pitt^ 
ciaufe  pi'opofed  to  levy  the  Anes,  biit  thought  they  (hould 
be  fubmitted  to  a  court  martial,  as  had  been  hinted  by  a 
nobic  Mai^quis :  he  thought  alfo,  that  all  thefe;  proceedings 
for  fines  and  penalties  ibi>uld  be  fubje£l  to  the  approbation 
of  the  commander  of  each  corps,  &c. 

Mr.  LafcMes  ihoughl  that,  generally  fpcaking,  it  was  ira- 
potiiic  to  impofe  on  volunteer  corps  any  other  fines  than 
tbofe  which  originated  with  tbemielvcs. 

J/r.  Pitt  faid,  that  he  had  not  fo  diftindly,  perhaps,  as 
he  might  have  done,  ftated  what  he  meant  by  mitcondufik 
of  a  volunteer  under  arms  :  he  did  not  mean  general  mif- 
coftdu£t,  for  which  tlie  commander  had  already  power  to 
puniih  him  in  fonie  degree,  by  exprefling  dirplcalure,  &c. 
He  did  not  mean  to  give  a  general  latitude  to  the  coniman-' 
dcr  to  punifh  in  the  fpecific  manner  he  propofed  for  general 
raifcondud,  but  he  meant  to  apply  the  punifhment  he  pro- 
pofed. If  any  volunteer  under  arms  (hould  particularly. 
miAK-havc,  Ihould  neglcfl  his  arms  and  accoutrements,  or  \ 
ciothiok;,  in  any  remarkable  manner,  or  (hould  behave  him- 
fetf  indecently,  or  aft  eontrajy  to  moft  of  the  rules  and  re- 
gulations of  ihecoips,  then  iome  punilhment  (bould  follow, 
afW  rbat  punifhment  (hould  be  fpcciiic,  in  ojtler  that  there- 
ibould  be  no  doubt  what  the  refult  muil  be  of  fuch  mifcon- 
dud^«    f  erbaps  the  better  way  would  be  to  take  the  claufe 
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tjf  the  right  Hon.  Gentleman  firft,  and  then  'his  (Mt,  Pitt's) 
elaufes  might  be  brought  up  and  read,  fo  that  the  Cum- 
mittce  might  the  better  underftand  the  meaning  of  them ; 
which  courfe  was  adopted.  Hje  propofed  that  perfons  mif* 
behaving  in  the  way  heftated,  ftiould  be  impriionedin  their 
own  corps  for  the  day  they  were  out,  &c.  That  in  fome 
infiances  the  fmc  fhould  be  as  high  as  five  ihillings ;  ia 
others,  not  higher  than  one  flitlling^  to  be  regulated  by  the 
faft  whether  the  party  ir^curring  the  forfeit  contributed  to 
the  poor's  rate  or  not.  Mr.  Pitt  profefl^d  himfelf  very  happy 
.  to  hear  the  fentiments  of  ilie  uoble  Lord  oq  tlie  other  fide 
of  the  Houfc  (the  Marquis  of  Titchficld)  on  all  occafions, 
si^d  particularly  on  the  prefent  occafion.  He  did  not  enter* 
tain  any  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  court  martial  iiig- 
gefted  by  that  noble  Lord,  provided  the  fcntence  of  the 
court  martial  was  made  fubjeS  to  the  approbation  of  the 
commander,  but  he  owned  he  thought  the  fumipary  power 
of  the  other  puhiflimcnt  might  be  more  effedual  than  the 
fines  themfelves. 

After  fome  further  converfation  the  claufe  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  received  and  agreed  to,  as  wer^  ail  his  oth^r 
elaufes. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  propofed  his  elaufes;  which  he  faid,  he  fub* 
mitted  to  the  Committee  without  faying  any  thing  in  tjieir 
behalf  at  prefent.  s 

The  fii  ft  claufe  refpcfling  the  fines  being  read. 

The  Attorney  G^w^rj/ thought,  as  a  permanent  fyftcm, 
Ihe  claufe  a  very  wife  one,  but  doubted  whether  it  was  ad- 
vifdble  to  adopt  it  at  the  prefent  moment.  He  was  afraid 
It  might  be,  under  dll  the  circumftances,  endeavouring  to 
do  too  much  ;  it  was  better,  perhaps,  to  do  a  little  lefs, 
although  the  fyftcm  was  dcfefiive,  than  by  endeavouring  to 
make  it  perfeft,  poffibly  in  fome  meafure  to  overturn  it. 
He  was  afraid  of  proceeding  too  far  upon  the  compulfory 
-  fyftera  with  volunteers  ;  that  might  be  referved  in  cafe  his 
Majefty  ihould  call  forth  his  fubjeAs  under  the  compulfory 
enrollment. 

Air.  Pitt  fuggcfted  that  the  obje Aions  which  feemed  to 
be  entertained  againft  too  much  of  the  compulfory  fyftem 
being  applied  to  volunteers  might  probably  be  done  away, 
-by  making  a  diftin£tion  between  ihofe  receiving  p:iy  and 
thofe  wtK>4lid  liot.  He  thought  the  fyftcm  he  propofed 
nvould,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  improve  the  military 
difcipline  of  160,000  men  in  a  very  fliort  time  ;  an  objeft 
"well  worth  ^(teodiiig  to  at  this  imporunt  crifis  :  and  this  he 
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meant  as  applicable  to  thofe  who  might  not  come  fprwa|d« 
under  an  invitation,  lo  put  tiiemfeiv^s  on  peimaneot  duty, 
which,  after  all,  was  tlic  very  heft  way  to'  mak^  ihem 
good  foidiers.  This  was  a  matter  not  to  be  QCgle^d, 
for  wc  might  look  for  the  event  in  which  we  {hould  hav.eto 
leCft  the  enemy  in  the  courlb  of  a  few  weeks  at  fertheft: 
now  he  could  have  no  heiitation  in  faying  that  might  be 
done  cffcAually  by  the  volunieers,  difcreelly  mixt  vnfh  the 
forces  of  tlic  line  ;  and  to  do  i'o  efFeAualJy,  care  Ihouidibe 
taken  of  the  improvement  of  the  volunteers  in  their  dit- 
cipline.  He  felt  this  fo  forcibly,  that  he  mud  ptefs  it  upon 
ihe  Hoiife. 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer  agreed  with  the  Attorney 
General  upon  ihis  fubjedl,  that  it  wa$  dangerous  to  try.toac« 
compiidi  too  much  in  the  fyftem  of  military  cxeicife  of  the 
volunteers  ;  aiul  he  thought  the  volunteers  had  di^tady  made 
great  progrefs  in  that  matter.  It  was  fuppofcd  that  twenty- 
five  days  would  tie  fufiicient  to  indrud  them  tolerably  ;  now 
there  were  hardly  any  of  them  who  had  not  been  ioAruded 
for  forty,  and  Ibme  of  them  for  more  than  fi>ty  <lay$.  He 
was  pcHoaded  that  Parliament  had  done  wifely  in  givinc^  the 
volunteers  an  opportunity  of  a£ting  as  they  have,  and  he  could 
net  help  thtiiking  that  the  degree  of  difcipline  they  bad  ac« 
quired  already,  woukl  afford  us  all  a  degree  of  confidence, 
not  only  in  their  further  improvement,  but  alfo  warrant  our 
reliance  on  .  their  fufficicncy  to  meet  any  veterans  of  the 
enemy*  He  conceived,  that  at  this  moment  the  volunteers 
bad  attained  fuch  a  degree  of  difcipline  as  no  one  at  the  time 
of  their  firft  ellabliihment  had,  any  klea  of,  nor  even  at  the 
time  when  the  firft  volunteer  bill  was  introduced  ;  and  lie. 
owned  that  he  contemplated  with  aftoni(hment,<as  well  as  fa- 
tisfa6lion,  the  degree  of  perfedlion  at  which  the  volunteer  fyf^' 
tern  was. now  arrived  ;  and  this  judified  the  hope  that  a  very 
large  portion  ot  the  volunteers  of  England,  mixed  with  the 
regular  troops,  were  fit  to  noeet  the  veteran  troops  of  France, 
aiHj  that  our  meeting  of  them  fo  would  give  us  nothing  (hort 
of  hope  and  full  confidence  of  immediate  fuccefs.  But  he  did 
entertain  flrong  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  tliis  claufe,  on  the 
gmund  which  had  l>een  ftated  by  his  learned  Friend,  the  At* 
lorney  General.  He  obfi^'ved,  that  in  the  laft  war,  the  vo- 
Juntccrs  were  only  I50,ooo>  and  yet  they  anfwcrcd  the  pur. 
pofc  for  which  they  were  intended ;  no  one  complaineil  of 
their  inefficiency  in  the  courfeof  the  laft  war.  They  achieved 
a  great  ohje^  in  the  courfe  of  their  fervices  in  Ireland,  al- 
thougli  they  wrre  neither  half  fo  numerous,  nor  under  any 
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foth  regulations  ai  they  are  at  prcfent.  His  m^ain  objcd  was, 
thatttle  regtrlations  of  the  volunteers  fliou Id  be  left  as  much 
at  pbflible  to  the  .Volunteers  themfelves ;.  that  Parliament 
iheold' interfere  as  lirtle  as  poffible  with  the  internal  regula-' 
tk/M  and  itianagemcnt  of  volunteer  cbrps,  and  particularly  in 
the  fyfl^em  bf  infliSing  penalties.  He  had  uo  doubt  of 'the 
efficacy  0f  ttie  fyftem  recommended  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
loan(^tr,  Fitt)  as  a  permanent  fyflem ;  but  the  doubt  w^s, 
whether  ih^re  was  not  fomc  rilk  in  adopting  it  at  the  prcfent 
nvHteenr* 

Mr^  P'lH  faM,  he  certainly  was  willing  to  hope  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  to  believe,  and  even  to  be  confident, 
that  there  was  indeed  a  very  confiderable  portion  of  the  volun- 
teers of  Great  Britain^  who,  in  concert  with  the  regular  force, 
would  be >of  great  utility  in  the  conteft  which  we  are  now  to 
expca ;  but  he  couW  not  difguife  from  the  Hoofc,  becaufe  his 
-could  not  difguife  from  l>imfelf,- that  very  many  of  the  volun- 
teers were  in  no  degree  advanced  to  that  ftate  of  difcipline  in 
which  we  fliould  wifh  to  fee  them,  aYid  which  it  was  indifpen- 
faWy  ncceffary  they  fliould  be  in  before  they  could  be  effen- 
tially  ferviccable  to  their  country,  when  called  out  for  its  de^ 
fencct  and  in  fupport  of  its  exiftence,     Tliere  was  an  errot  in 
*c  judgment  of  many  Gentlemen  who  had  fpoken  upon  the 
iubjed  of  the  military  difcipline  of  the  volunteers:  too  many 
judged  of  the  volunteers  of  England  from  the  brilliant  corps 
of  Uie  QiecropoKs ;  whereas  it  was  notorious  that  many  corps  in 
the  country  were  in  nothing  like  the  fame  ffatc  ;  many  of 
them  hid  but  jofi  received  their  arms,  which,  under  the  many 
difficulties  with  which  we  had  to  encounter,  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at.    But  from  what  he  himfelf  knew,  and  from  tha 
credible  information  he  received  from  others,  from  the  variooa* 
fluduations  and  uncertainty  that  were  incident  to  the  fyftem, 
there  were  many  of  them  in  a  ftate  which  was  fer  from  api. 
proaching  the  fituation  defcribcd  by  the  right,  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  did  not  fay  that  many  of  the  vokmtcers,  who  may  in  the  - 
courfe  perhaps  of  tliree  weeks  be  put  to  the  proof,  and  may 
have  to  meet  with  ihe  veteran  troops  of  France,  would  not 
•cquit  themfelves  wiih  honour  in  anion  with  troops  of  the 
line,' nor  ihat  uliimaiely  they  would  not  be  fuccefsful  in  the 
conteft  for  ih^  defence  of  the  country :  that  was  not  flip 
queftion  now  to  be  difcuflcd  ;  the  queftion  now  was  this. 
What  was  the  moft  fpeedy  mode  of  making  the  volunteers 
efficient  for*  the  purpofes  of  a^ionwith  as  little  lofs  of 
blood  as  puflible  ?  for  that  was  to  us  the  moft   intcrtfling 
part  of  the;  fubjeft,  and  with  the  care  of  which  that  Houfc 
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was  cntrutlcd.    M'^o  v.h|t(  had  been:  faid  of  the  votunietr^. 
of  Ireland  in  the  laft  war»  it  did  not  apply, to  ihe^pn^feni, 
cafe.    They  had  long  been  called  out»  and  had  b^eii<pn>tw»f! 
manent  duty  for  monthly  and  fokne  of  them  for  year%  Midi ' 
acquired  the  oualiiies  of  veteran  troops,  which  'Waa  not  hi^ 
therto  the  cm  with  the  pne&nt  volunteers.    He  was  not  ta 
be  told'  what  the  volunteers  were  the  laft  war  ;  for  i]o>  fnan 
would  fay,  however  ft^ious  the  apprehenfion  of  invafioa 
Was  during  the  laft  war,  that  the  danger  was  then  any  .tkiftg 
irke  the  danger  with  which  we  were  threaten^  Aovir*  There 
never  was  a  period  in. which  the  preparationa  for  invading 
this  country  were  fioiilar  in  magnitude  to  the  preieni  pre*- 
parations — fo  much  fo  that  Parliament  had  already  expreiTed 
its  fenfe  to  that  eiFefi  by  f he  mcafures  it  had  brought  fur«^ 
ward.    Ii  bad  indeed  once  thought  of  roakiog  many  regula*  * 
tioQS  refpefling  the  difcipline  of  the  volunteers ;  but  hadaf» 
rearwards  confided  that  fubjed  to  the  difcretion  of  Minifiers, 
in  ibe  hopc^ibat  much  would  have  been  done ;  but  Minificrs 
difappoinied  that  hope,  and  ihtrelbre  Parliament  ought  now 
to  a&  for  itfelf.    As  to  the  idea  of  D9t  attempting  to  do  too 
much,  it  was  obferveabie  that,,  if  tbefe  regulations  were 
likely  to  have  a  bad  tSc£t  on  the  voluniicer  fyftem,  the  hopet 
which  hci  entertained  that  many.of  tbem  would. confent  to  be 
put  tipon  permanent  duty,  by  which,  they  would  certainly  be 
fubjel^  to  BMfch  more  rigour^  were  Very  ill^foundcd  :  he  did, 
however,  enteruin  fanguiao  hopes  that.they  would,  in'gfeat 
t^Hiiibers,  accept  of  the  invitation  to.  be  pnt  on  permanent 
duty,  as  the  very  bed  means  to  make  them  a  good  military 
force  «  and  la  OKectire  odrfelves  before  the  Frenth  come 
was  the  beft  mode  af  enabling  u$  to  meet*  them  when  Hiey 
diH  not  only  .with  jaioertaijaty  of.  triuqiph,  but-  alb  with  a 
veafonaUe  expeAa^ion  of  coadudtng  the  conteft  with  as  little 
cAifion  as  polRbre  of  Brttifli  blood.    Ht  (hould  be  glad  if 
every  volunteer  in  England  cottM  put  Jiimielf  for  a  while  on 
permanent  m&itfary  duty  ^  but  that,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
waa  impoifible/;  there  were  'many  who  could  not  -poffiUy  fo 
engage.    He.adoMtted  that  much  bad  been  done  already,  but 
that  was  no-reafon  why  we  ihouki  not  do  as  much  more  as 
poffible.    This- was  a  matter  to  be  confidered  n>oft  ferioitfiy* 
Comparilons'benveen  this  and  ibe  laft  war  were  abfolutely 
idle.    The  whole  of  the  preparaf  iont  of  France  for  invafion 
lalkwar  were  hardly  equal  to  an  advanced  guard  of  bnc  of  its 
ntimeroiis  pofta  at  prefent.     He  did  not  difparage  the  merit 
of  the  volnoteerB^  sor  was  he  iofeiffible  of  what  they  had  al- 
ready 
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rraRty<ibne;  he  only  enforced  the  necefficy  of  doing  every 
thing  that  was  in  our  power  to  meet,  upon  the  beR  poflibte 
advantage^  ,ihe  enemy,  and  that  in  a  few  weeks,,  to  decide  ii 
contcft  oo  which  not  the  intercft  or  welfare,  but  the  exiftence 
.  of  thia  country  was  at  flaHe.  Neither  did  he  wifh  to  dif* 
|>arago  the'  vilour  of  his  counts yinen — ^he-knew  what  itiea 
coDtendrng  for  their  freedom  and  exiftcnce,  unarmed  and 
ondifciplinedi  could  do ;  nor  bad  he  any  idea  (hart  the  efForts 
of  a  whole  people,'  fuch  as  Brijons,  would  hot  he  ultimatefy 
fuccefsfuK  although  they  might  be  undifcipHiled.  Ht  knew 
that  every  freeman  ought  to  be  a  hero  in  fuch  a  cont^ft,  and 
ho  was  confident  that  few  indeed  among  us 'Would  difappoint 
the  expedations  of  the  country  in  that  extremity,  fbould  w^ 
come  to  it.^  The  crifis  was  at  a  certainty  approaching,  it 
would  be  our  own  fault  if  we  were  not  prepared  for  it — it 
would  be  the  fault  of  that  Houfe  if  it  fhould  not  do  every 
thing  in  its  power  to  prepare  for  it.  No  man  in  the  king* 
dom  otight  to  have  any  reafon  hereafter  to  reprdach  himfelf 
with  negligence  Upon  fuch  a*  fubjed.  He  would  not  tird 
the  Committee  with  further  obferVati^nsr  Some  which  he 
had  delivered,  he  admitted  to  be  a  repetition  of  what  he  had 
Ofged  before;  but  pofliblf  they  might  altef  the  judgm^t 
of  others,  who  were' not  convinced  by  theAi  hefore.  H6 
certainly  had  no  hope'  that  the  akrguniefits  of  others  could  ' 
alter  the  bpinion  he  hod  now  delivered  upon  this  mod  (po^ 
mentous  fubjedtf  for  which,  reafon  he  founds  himfelf  comi 
pelled  to  prefs  this  claufe  for  the  adoption  of  the  Coitt^ 
mittee.         '-..,• 

The  Secntary  at  War  Contended  for  the  propriety  of  Con^ 
forming  to  certain  regiilationji  ;•  nay,  of  fcrupuloufly  adhttf^ 
ing  to^ihem  i>  ir  was.jo  a  Certain  degtet; 'bbtfioufly  a  qtieCi 
tion  o£  goiDdT  faith  with  the  volunteers  ihtmfeJVes  ;  and  th« 
Committefe'Oiould  recoiled  that  the  findion  of  Parliament 
had  been  given  on  the-occafioiv.  •  ^^    - 

The  ChancelUr  of  the  Mxche^er  dcfutSd  rofttialce  one  or  two 
obfervations  which  he  had  cmhted  to  ftate  iKrhtfn  difcufRng 
the  propofiiion  of  the  righi  htm.  Gemlcrtian.  -'He  muft  den^p 
that  exKpeHence  (hewed  the  ncccflity  of  the  meafure  recom- 
mended.' He  had  heard  of  no»complainrs  made  by  any  corp^^ 
as  to  an  infuffictency  of  interfial  difciplii^e.  He  adverted  cd 
theproviiion  for  withhoMiiig  a  certain  part  of  the  pay  of  the 
volunteers  Vhile  upon  miUiary  duty,  which  h€  confidered  as 
likely  to  tend,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  to  ihe  maintenance 
ot  good  order  and  difciplin^.    This>  in  eflTcd^trent  to  fnb* 
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j€&  the  volunteer  to  a  mut^t  who  fhoulJ  mircondu£t  himfdf 
while  tinder  arms.     ,   '  ' 

The  Comtnitiee  then  called  loudly  for  the  qfieftlon  ;  v^pi>n 
which  a  divHiDji  took  place,  when  there  appeared  Ayes  *  ft6 

Noes  -  217 

Majority  for  Minifters  f-  f, 
The  dtfcunion  upt>n  the  remaining  clauTes  and  provifioos 
of  the  bill  conrtnued  a  confiderable  time  longer ;  bur  as 
flr^ngers  were  excluded  the  remainder  of  the  evenings  we 
arc  prevented  from  detailing  what  took  place.  We  under- 
flandy  however,  that  the  remaining claufes  and  fchcdulesi  &c. 
of  the  bill  were  gone  through  by  the  Committee,  the  repor  t 
r^eived  by  the  Houfe  pro  forma ,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
again  recommitted  for  Monday.  Adjourned  at  half  pad  feven 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS, 

MONDAY,  MARCH  12- 

Counfel  were  heard  relative,  to  the  Scotch  Appeal,  Wll- 
liana  Duke  of  Quecnlberry  v.  John  M^Murdo,  Efq.  The 
further  hearing  of  the  cafe  was  deferred  till  Wednefday. 

The  bills  before  tlie  Houfe,  chiefly  private,  were  then  for* 
warded  in  their  feveral  Oages,  and  fome  private  buGnefsdif- 
pofed  of  i  after  which  their  Lordfhips  adjourned. 


HOUSE      OF      COMMONS- 
MONDAY,  MARCH   12. 

The  Scotch  bank  bill  was  brought  in  and  read  a  fiift  time. 

Tlie  Templfe  Bar,  &c.  improvement  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
'time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed* 

Alderman  Boydell's  lottery  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
palled. 

Mr.  Hurft  prefented  a  petition  from  John  Wilfon,  who 
was  committed  to  Newgate  for  prevarication  before  the 
Aylelbnry  Committee,  acknowledging  his  offence^  imploriog 
the  clemency  of  the  Houfe,  and  requeuing  to  be  permitted  4o 
aflc  pardon  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe. 

Sir  Giorge  Ccrftewall  faid,.  he  did  not  wilb  that  the  impri- 
fohmeni  ot  this  man  (houM  lad  longer  than  was nece^ry  £ur 
the  purpofe  of  example. 
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Mr.  Hurft  then  moved  that  he  (hould  b^  brought  op  on 
Wcdnefday  to  be  difcharged.     Ordered. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  the  truftecs  of  the  Britifli 
Mufeiimy  praying  for  parliamentary  relief.  Ordered  to  lit 
on  the  table  ;  and  an  account  was  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe  of  the  diflPerent  Turns  already  granted  by  Parliament 
for  the  fcrvice  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee. of 
Ways  and  Meansj 

The  Chaneelhr  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  to  move,  (hat  the  fnm 
of  two  millions  be  raifed  by  way  of  loan  on  Exchequer  bills; 
he  thought  it  proper  to  add,  that  this  fum  was  not  neceflkry 
to  aiifwer  any  immediate  demand,  but  he  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  confent  to  grant  it  at  prefent,  in  order  to  allow 
him  a  greater  latittide  when  became  tocontraft  for  the  loin, 
and  for  arranging  the  taxes  for  the  fervice  of  the  prefcat 
year.  ' 

The  refolution  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  reported 
the  next  day. 

IRISH   DUTIES. 

Mr.  Corry  moved  the  order  of  the  dajr  for  going  into  a 
Committee  on  the  IriQi  duty  ads.  The  order  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  Corry  faid,  that  the  lad  day  that  this  order  was  under 
the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  an  objedion  had  been  taken' 
to  the  proceeding,  upon  the  ground  that  the  hereditary  revenue 
of  the  Crown  was  affeded  by  this  bill ;  and  that  therefore 
the  royal  confont  ought  to  have  been  previoufly  (ignified  to 
authorize  the  Houfe  to  proceed  in  it.  That  the  hereditary 
revenue  of  the  Crown  was  aSeded  by  this  bill,  in  a  certain 
degree,  was  undoubtedly  true,  and  it  had  been  admitted  on 
the  former  difcuflion  ;  but  this  no  further  or  otherwife  than 
was  juftiiied  by  precedents  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  for 
a  feries  of  years,  including  the  time  when  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman oppofite  to  him  filled  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  hereditary  revenue  in  Ireland  took  its  origin 
much  about  the  fame  time  that  it  did  in  this  country,  and 
was  more  extenfive,  not  in  amount,  but  in  the  objeds  it 
embraced,  than  the  hereditary  revenue,  properly  fo  caljed,  in 
England.  Upon  the  aboliiion  of  the  Court  of  Wards  atid 
Liveries,  there  was  granted  in  lieu  thereof,  what  was  called 
hearth  money  and  fmoke  money  ;  for  the  defence  of  the 
realm,  the  duties  of  Excife  were  granted  ;  and  for  guarding 
the  feas  the  duties  of  CuRoms ;  and  all  thefe  duties  were  here- 
ditary 
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ditary  to  the  Crown  :  in  Ireland  thefe  were  granted  by  the 
14  and  15  Charles  2.   The  bill  upon  the  table  went  to  regu- 
late only  two  articles,  in  which  the  hereditary  revenue  was 
aflFe£tedy  viz.   tobacco  and  tea.    ,By  the  original   ads   of 
Charles  a.  the  duty  on  tobacco  was  2|d.  a  pound ;    in  the 
reign  of  William  3.  additional  duties  were  granted  ^  but  Tome 
doubts  having  arifen   with  refpect  to  the  original  duties,  a 
declaratory  claufe   was  Inferted   in  an  zSt  of   William  3. 
which  dated}  that  the  duty  of  2^d.  fliould  be  the  hereditary 
revenue  ;  and  it  was  fo  dated  in  the  bill  that  confolidated  the 
import  duties  in  Ireland  in   179 1.     In  the  33d  of  the  King 
the  civil  lid  was  fettled  upon  his  Majcdy  in  Ireland,  in  per- 
ftSt  conformity  to  the  mode  purfued  in  this  country  ;  and  in 
the  money  bill  of  that  and   all   preceding  years,  the  ena3-. 
ment  with  regard  to  tobacco  was  continued,  though  it  might 
be  a   quedion  how    far    it    was  now  neceffary. — By   the 
arrangements  with  regard  to  the  hereditary  revenue,  Parlia- 
ment obtained  the  power  of  regulating  the  additional  duties^ 
which  were  always  granted  fedionally ;   the  fedions  being 
fill  the  year  1782  biennial,  and  flnce  ihat  time  annual.    The 
enaftment  with  regard  to  tobacco  had  been  contained  in 
every  feflional  tax>a£l,  after  as  well  as  before  the  fettlemenc 
of  the  civil  lid,  without  the  confcnt  from  the  Crown  being 
ever  fignified:  •  this  meafure  was  therefore  to  be  confidered 
as  completely  judified.     With  regard  to  the  article  of  tea, 
the  circumdances  were  fomewhat  different..  Though   not 
named  in  the  ads  14  and   15  Charles  2.   tea  was  fubjedt 
to  the  general  ad  valorem  duties,  and  formed  part  of  the  here- 
ditary revenue.     In  the  reign  of  George  the  2d,  a  new  book 
of  rates  was  formed,  in  which  tea  was  fpecified.    Fhus  it  re- 
mained till  the  feventh  of  hi,s  prefent  Majedy,  when  the  duty 
was  changed  from  an  ad  valorem  duty,  to  a  rated  duty  of  6d.  a  « 
pound  on  green,  and  4d.  on  black  tea  :  and  out  of  the  whole 
amount,  an  appropriation  was  made  of  io,oool.  a  year  for 
the  fupport  of  the  linen   manufadure,  and  7,3001.  to  be 
taken  and  deemed  as  the  hereditary  revenue  ;  the  remainder 
was   to  go  into  the  general  revenue  of  the  country.  From 
that  time  to  the  prefent,  as  well  after  as  before  the  fettlc- 
ment  of  the  civil  lid,  this  appropriation  had  been  uniformly 
ena&ed  every  year,  without   any  confent  being  previoufly 
fignided  by  the  Crown,  though  it  was  evident  that  intered 
was  affefled ;    for   though,   if    the  duties   ihould  fall,   the 
Crqwn  would  gain  by  having  a  fixed  revenue  of  7,300!.  yet 
if  the  duties  fliould  incr.afe  confiderably,  the  Crown  mud 
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lore  by  having  the  hereditary  revenue  limited  to  that  fum. 
This  mpdeot  appropriation  had  in  like  nnanner  been  enaded 
three  times  in  the  united  Parliament.  \Virh  regard  to  prece- 
dents in  the  Britiili  Parliament,  there  was  a  cafe  extremely 
analogous:  on  the  confolidation  of  the  cu(toms  and  excife 
duties  in  1787,  it  having  been  afcertained,  upon  an  accoiint 
taken  of  the  revenues  of  the  pod  office,  that  they  produced 
a  quarterly  Tutu  of  38,000!.  above  what  was  payable  to  the 
Crown  as  hereditary  revenue,  that  fum  was  ordered  to  be 
paid  into  the  confoiidated  fund,  and  the  remainder  was  after 
lijch  appropriation  left  to  the  Crown.  This  certainly  was, 
though  a  ftronger  cafe,  the  converfe  of  what  he  had  dated  re- 
fpeding  tea,  but  the  principle  was  analogous.  But  on  the 
conlolidalion  of  the  pofl  oflffce  duties  in  the  year  17971  a  cer- 
tain fum  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  Crown,  and  the  even- 
tual profit  was  to  go  to  the  public.  7  his  was  exa6lly  a  cafe 
in  point,  and  yet  on  neither  of  thefe  occafions  was  the  pre- 
vious confcnt  of  the  Crown  (ignified.  He  hoped  that  what  ' 
he  had  ft^icd  would  he  a  complete  juftification  of  the  Crown- 
lawyers  in  Ireland,  for  having  drawn  up  this  bill  in  confor- 
mity to  uniform  precedent.  But,  if  upon  a  fubjeft  o£  fuch 
importance  any  doubts  now  remain,  he  had  not  the  lead  wiQi 
to  prefs  the  proceeding  upon  this  mcafure,  without  being 
prcvioijfly  r.flurcd  of  the  confent  of  the  Crown. 

The  Cha:ceUor  of  the  Exchequer  was  of  opinion,  and  he 
.(Could  not  help  thinking  that  the  Houfe  mud  be  of  opinion, 
that  his  right  hon.  Friend  was  fufficiently  judified  by  the 
precedents  ho  had  adduced  in  hi^  behalf  ;  he  had  at  any  rate 
given  the  Houfe  an  opportunity  to  invedigatc  (he  proper 
mode  of  proceeding.  For  his  own  part  he  was  perfeflly 
fa  islled,  that  fliould  ihe  Crown  withhold  its  confent  from  fuch 
a  meafure,  no  precedents  whatever  could  judify  the  Houfe  in 
their  further  proceeding  where  the  intereds  of  the  Crown 
were  in  any  degree  afFccled.  But  this  confent  might  be 
given  or  withheld  at  any  dage  of  the  bill.  It  could  not  be 
learned  from  the  title  of  the  bill  that  the  intereds  of  the  Crown 
were  concerned.  It  was  from  the  datemenl  of  the  right  hon.  • 
Gentleman  alone  that  he  had  leained  that  the  Crown  was 
concerned  in  the  prefent  bill  ;  and  having  learned  this,  he 
had  applied  to^  his  Majedy,  and  had  authority  to  fay  that 
Lis  Majedy  gave  his  confent  in  the  mod  ample  manner. 

Mr.  Fojler  dated  that  the  duties  on  tea  and  tobacco  were 
far  from  being  prominent  objefls  in  his  mind  when  he  had 
ftaried  the  objection.     It  w^s  the  intereds  of  the  Crown  in 
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J#'.  iW-  faiC-  tnr  tlK  ri-«:r:  tt.^    igii^JTv  r  r  ic  z««ie 
of  via!  vs  tar  inui^ir  m-or  ir  t"--— ::;.rrt  or   fiuir  ur  rct:^^ 

fiom,  ami  r  mzF  rr^jii'*    r-urr      :   .r=i    n*   iT« -ir''   t^*^. 

led  19  at  ain»:iza:i"r  i:  ni  _~-     rx  ^=*..     t  ^''-ir*   v^ 

fa  azrg-ahi^  id  nc  r-  .n3&,  T::;  r::--  'u  :  r=-"*  *  •  w^  r  -.*  it 
rexan?  tP  tnc  anj-i.ir  :r  f  -  r:  .: :  ^  tt^  -  r*  :•?  '"  '^-'  •"^.*. 
ba?  IB  J^«i  r  tr  :f^  r^.T.z  :^  Iv:.r  ;.:  '^>':::"  «  ^r* 
ilttr  r '■ra?  5i?'-l  or  ^.unc.  p j- vnr  :.-  Ti  Tr»ri.*i'^  rf  ^.tjw 
fthnzma^      *  W25  uiiamfrnirtnnit .    •nr    mr     Or^    .  :r*am 

Tcoaes  ^riiliiiii!  a  mgEiagg  Iiam  mr  ^.■z'fi :..     W  r^T^^r  Trtr 

have  beEa  ths  -pnrzcs  rf  tic  I-.i  ?ir-iiT?«T',  '.irr  i  rw*- 

mttsbat  of  cstxi^  itinrr:—  :.t  re  -^i  crrVr:  o:  :^r  C-.-*»^., 
but  bs  wiftei  i:  id  be  -niiarr-'nri  -tac  1-  :  i-  c :  >'  r,  ::  wis 
by  BO  mm»  tbc  idaoL  wry,  xri  ua^  dc-u  Ir  c  It;*  i:;aA  «  rrKf- 
ijge  was  4  liBniiiitwwm 

Tbc  Chsnrg^^  ^  rht  EtzI, n^rr  was  wi  :'r  ro  arpe^J  to 
ific  Hoafe,  if  a  incfagr  was  a:  \.\  cecciTi-y  v*-  ,\.ch  an  c*cca* 
fioa.  MasT  infbiDDes  f;»di  as  rti's  had  occjrred  on  grants 
and  oa  oannmffrcscf  firpp'r, w^  *rc  :'r^  Cro*  n  n  as  intcre::cd» 
and  wheie  ibe  cpcfer  wm  Bzr  <5cta:ci  prc%k>;.:>  neccmnr* 
But  fe  far  as  the  intcrr::  of  :hr  Crew.-,  was  CK>ncenK>ift  be 
lepcated  ibat  fudi  confrrit  was  f=  !t  giv«i. 

Afr.  G,  Pu^oA  was  furprifed  that  en  This  b**'  nocc*mmu« 
nicaikm  froci  ibc  Crown  ih:njM  be  ihou::h:  ncct;ury*  When 
ths  Ciril  Lift  Ad  pafTed  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1703^  a 
iBefigc  bad  been  rccjiTcd  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  1  and 
the  meflage  was  ordered  to  be  ingroiTed  in  the  books  pre* 
vioos  fo  any  proceedings  of  P^rliamenr. 

Mr.  Ormjffy  begged  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  afrerthe  Civil 
Liil  Afl,  in  the  34.th  of  the  King,  an  ad  palTcd  of  neatly  the 
fame  nature,  without  any  melfage  whatever  from  the  Crown* 

Mr.  yanfitlart  ftatedihat  his  principal  motive  in  rifino;  was 
only  to  fav,  in  regard  to  the  hereditary  intcrclU  of  the  Crown, 
that^hc  Britifti  ads  alluded  to,  had  paffed  without  any  no- 
tice from  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Fofler  was  of  opinion  that,  even  if  hisprcfent  Mojcfty 
(hould  be  dttsfied,  it  was  necefTiry  alfo  that  he  (houki  intU 
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4nate  his  approbation  and  confent  as  far  as  refpeAcd  his  fuc- 
ceffbr,  or  the  interefls  of  the  Crown  at  large. 

The  Chancellor  cf  the  Exchequer  begged  leave  explicitly  to 
Hate  that  his  Majcfty  had  given  the  fulleft  confent,  not  only 
in  regard  to  himfelf,  but  as  it  refpeded  alfo  the  general  in* 
leTeHs  of  the  Crown  :  but  at  the  fame  time  he  wilhed  to  (late 
that  his  Majefly  did  not  mean  that  the  Houfe  Aould  be  fet- 
tered in  the  fmallcftxlegree  in  their  difcuflions. 

The  Hoiife  then  refolved  iifelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill. 
On  the  iirft  claufe  being  read, 

Mr.  Fofier  rofe  to  objeS  to  it,  as  it  granted  the  duties 
without  any  limitation' of  time,  and  confequently  granted 
them  for  ever:  to  this  claufe  he  Ifaould  therefore  mod  (Irenu* 
CMifly  object.  It  had  been  the  conAant  and  uniform  pradice 
of  il>e  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  vote  the  duties  annually,  and 
he  faw  no  reafon  why  that  pradice  was  now,  in  the  midft 
of  a  war,  to  be  departed  from,  It  would  not  raife  the  reve* 
fiue,  it  was  not  called  for  by  the  merchants  of  Ireland  ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  only  tended  to  harafs  them.  It  was  the 
more  unneceflary  to  make  thefe  duties  perpetual,  becaufe, 
Ir0m  the  unfortunate  ftate  of  the  Iri(h  finances,  the  Irifli 
debt  would  foon  bear  that  proportion  to  the  debt  of  Great 
Britain,  that  the  finances  of  the  two  countries  mud,  Jinder 
the  provtfions  of  the  aA  of  union,  be  confolidated ;  confe^ 
quenily  in  two,  three,  or  four  years,  all  thefe  duties,  whTch 
were  now  granted  for  ever,  mud  be  revifed,  altered,  and 
.many  ot  them  repealed.  What  then  was  the  ufe  of  this 
tncafiire  ?  It  could  only  tend  to  harafs  the  merchants.  It 
was  faid  that  it  would  increafe  the  fecuriiy  of  the  public  ere* 
dttor  ;  but  did  the  public  creditor  demand  any  fuch  fecurity  ; 
was  he  not  perfeclly  fatisfied  with  the  duties  being  granted 
annually?  nay,  when  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  once  voted 
the  duties  for  only  three  months,  did  the  public  creditor 
complain  that  his  fecurity  was  injured  ?  The  inteieds  of 
the  Crown  were. alfo  affcded,  bccaufe  fome  of  the  duties 
which  formed  the  hereditary  revenue  were  repealed,  the 
hearth  duty,  for  inftance,  in  a  great  degree  :  fo  that  it  would 
be  impoflible  to  grant  the  Crown  an  equivalent  for  the  here- 
ditary revenue,  becaufe  it  would  be  impollible  to  know  to 
what  the  hereditary  revenue  would  pnnount.  It  had  been 
faid  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemant  <hat  the  merchants  of  Ire- 
land were  fatisfied  with  this  fchedule  of  duties,  except  in  a 
Veiy  few  inftances.  Upon  this  fubjefl  he  could  only  fay, 
that  he  had  feen  a  reprefcntdtion  from  feveral  merchants  in 
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DuUiDy  in  which  they  objeded" to  above  40  articles:  he 
-would  not  DOW  go  through  them  all,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knew  that  with  regard  to  the  drawback  upon  the 
exportation  of  foreign  herrings,  they  had  prefentcd  ftrong  re* 
tnonftrances:  they  had  alfo  made  ftrong  objeflions  to  the 
duties  on  drugs,  and  on  theJtnportation  of  foreign  hops,  and, 
above  all,  upon  the  export  duty  on  the  linen  trade.  It  never 
vouM  have  been  believed,  that  a  perpetual  duty  of  fuiir  pec 
cent,  would  have  been  laid  upon  the  export  of  Irilh  linens. 
It  was  a  circumftance  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  firft  perpe- 
tual duty  that  was  ever  laid  on  in  Ireland,  was  a  duty  upon 
the  export  of  her  flapte  manufacture.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  was  the  drft  perfon  that  ever  propofed  even  a  temporary 
duty  upon  the  export  of  that  article.  With  regard  to  the 
fchedule  of  the  duties,  it  had  only  been  delivered  laft  Tuefday, 
and  it  had  been  impoflible  to  cunfuit  with  any  perfon  from 
Ireland  upon  the  fubjeAt  or  to  conikler  it  with  that  delibera- 
tion which  fo  important  a  fubjed  deferved.  Upon  the  whole 
be  could  not  fee  any  reafon  why  thefe  duties  were  to  be  voted 
permanently  ;  he  could  not  account  for  it  on  any  principle  of 
wifidom,  prudence,  or  common  fenfe  ;  it  would  not  increafe 
the  revenue^  it  would  not  give  additional  fecurity  to  the  public 
creditor,  it  was  not  wilbed  for  by  the  merchants,  on  the 
contrary,  they  were  decidedly  againft  it.  Why  then  would 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  perfift  in  voting  thefe  duties,  even 
when  he  knew  they  muft  be  revifedin  a  fhort  time,  for  the 
reafon  he  had  before  ftated  ?  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  confent  to  propofe  them  for  one  year,  he  would  not 
oppofe  tbera,  becaufe  he  knew  that  no  other  duties  were  pre- 
pared ;  biK  if  he  perfifted  in  his  intention  of  then  voting  them 
tor  ever,  be  (bould  move  to  infert  fn  the  claufe  thefe  words 
of  limiiation,  via.  "  from  the  25th  March,  1804,  to  the  a5th 
March,  i8o5.*' 

Mr.  Corry  faid,  he  really  felt  himfelf,  in  fome  degree,  at  a 
lofs  to  anfwer  the  arguments,  if  arguments  they  could  be 
called,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  urged  againfl  this 
meafure,  on  the  ground  of  the  duties  being  voted  without 
limitation;  and  the  inference  which  he  ftemed  to  draw  was, 
that  if  they  were  now  voted  in  that  manner.  Parliament  would 
not  have  complete  power  to  alter,  revife,  or  sepeal  all,  or 
any  part  of  then),  which  might  be  deemed  ncceflary.  If  a 
young  man,  not  poflefled  of  any  parliamentary  experience, 
new  10  the  forms  and  proceedings  of  that  Houfe,  were  to 
make  fuch  an  objection,  the  Houfe  would  excufe  hjm  :  b^t 
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he  would  be  informed,  that  if  he  fuppofcd,  that  becati fed  bill 
was  pafled  without  any  limitation,  it  mud  ofcoucfe  be  perpe- 
tual, he  was  labouring  under  a  complete  error.  He  would 
be  told  that  it  was  ihe  uniform  pradtice  of  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment to  vote  all  duties  and  taxes  permanently,  and  that  they 
never  felt  any  (hame  on  altering  or  repealing  any  6f  them,  if 
circumftances  Qiould  change  and  render  it  necefiary.  Indeed^ 
it  was  now  the  pra<5lice  to  introduce  into  bills  aclaufe  allow- 
ing them  to  be  altered  or  repealed  in  the  fasnc  fefliop  ;  aad 
he  recolIc<fled  when,  in  compliance  with  this  wife  and  faiu- 
tary  practice,  he  introduced  a  claufe  of  thai  kind,  the  h^n. 
Gentleman  accufed  him  of  having  introduced  it  merely  from 
a  convidion  that  the  meafure  be  was  propofing  was  erroneous, 
and  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  repeal  it. 

Mr.  Fojitr  faid,  hiQ  never  meant  to  contend  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  Parliament  to  alter  or  repeal  a  bill,  though 
it  had  been  voted  without  limitation. 

Mr.  Corry  faid»  that  there  was  then  an  end  of  the  argu<- 
ment  upon  the  fubjcA,  for  the  whole  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's objedion  had  turned  upon  the  impropriety  of  voting 
the  duties  for  ever.  Indeed'  one  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  fpeech  was  a  complete  aniwer  to  the  other,  for 
at  one  time  he  urged  the  impropriety  of  voting  the  duties  for 
ever,  and  at  another  he  contended  that  they  niuft  in  a  very 
ihort  time  undergo  a  complete  revifion.  With  regard  to 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  about  the  duty  on 
the  export  of  linen,  he  had  fo  frequently  anfwered  thofe  ob- 
jedions,  that  he  was  almofl  aOiamed  again  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  fubjed.  But  he  believed  he  mu/l 
follow  the  example  of  a  great  man  in  that  Houfe,  who  hav- 
ing frequency  anfwered  the  objedions  that  were  made  re- 
lative to  the  American  war,  and  finding  the  fame  objeAions 
conflantly  repeated^  at  lafl  declared  **  that  whenever  any 
Gentleman  on  the  other  fide  made  his  American  fpeech,  he 
would  re;d  his  American  fpeech  in  reply."  He  would 
therefore  (hortly  reflate  the  principle  upon  which  that  mea- 
fure was  founded.  It  was  this,  that  the  manufadures  of  the 
two  countries  ought  not  to  be  fent  to  foreign  countries  under 
difFeient  burthens.  He  begged  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for 
one  moment  to  confider  what  he  would  feel  if  any  Englifh 
Member  were  to  move  that  the  Britifh  linen  fhould  be  ex- 
ported free  of  duty,  while  Irifb  linen  was  to  be  fubjed  to 
duty  ;  he  would  inftantly  exclaim  againfl  it  on  every  princi- 
ple of  juflice  and  equality  ;  and  ihis  was  what  he  afkcd  on- 
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the  piTt  of  Freland.  There  was  not  one  article  of  Bri<i(h 
manufaSore  that  was  not  fubjecf^  to  this  export  duty.  Her 
wooHcn  itianufafturcs,  herglafs,  her  hardware,  her  pottery, 
all  were  Tubjca  to  this  duty,  except  only  cotton,  and  there  the 
export  duty  was  commuted  into  a  duty  on  the  import  on  the 
raw  tnaterial.  There  was  nojt  a  fingie  article  ufed  in  the 
Briiifh  manii failure  of  linen  that  was  not  taxed  on  importa- 
tion, itxctrpt  flax:  afhes  paid  a  duty  on  importation  into 
England — they  were  imported  do»y  free  into  Ireland ;  ba- 
rilla paid  a  duty  on  importation  into  England — it  was  imported 
duty  free  into  Ireland  ;  brimflone  paid  a  duty  on  importation 
into  England,  while  it  was  imported  duty  free  into  Ireland  ; 
and  fo  through  every  article  ufed  in  the  manufaAure  of  linen  : 
every  one  of  them  paid  a  duty  on  their  importation  into  Eng- 
land, and  every  one  of  them  was  imported  duty  free  into 
Ireland.  Thefe  were  the  advantages  which  the  Iriih  linen 
manufaAure  pofTefled  over  the  Englilh  one  ;  and  in  addition 
10  this,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  now  propofed  that  whea 
Englidi  and  Irifh  linens  were  exported  in  the  fame  (hip  to  the 
fame  market,  the  Englifh  linen  (hould  pay  4  per  cent,  and 
the  Irifh  linen  (hould  be  exported  duty  free.  He  aflced  could 
this  be  contended  upon  any  principle  of  juftice?  He  was 
forry  to  be  obliged  to  make  this  ftatement,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  forced  him  to  do  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
faid  that  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  linen  trade  objeded  to 
this  meafure  ;  but  it  was  not  natural  that  the  perfons  engaged 
in  the  tradf  (hould  view  the  fubjedl  in  fo  extenfive  a  manner 
as  Parliament.  He  meant  not  to  accufe  or  fpeak  with  the 
flighteft  difrefpedt  of  the  perfo<is  engaged  in  the  linen  trade 
of  Ireland ;  he  knew  they  were  intelligent,  liberal,  loyal 
fnen,  and  he  was  convinced  they  would  not  obje£l  to  a  bur- 
then which  was  neceirtry  to  maintain  a  conte(l  with  an  ene- 
my, whofe  objefl  was  the  deftru£lion  of  the  trade,  indepen* 
dence,  and  happinefs  of  both  countries.  The  right  hon.^ 
Gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  hold  him  out  as  the  fir(t  per- 
fon  who  propofed  a  duty  on  the  export  of  linen.  It  was  not 
he  that  had  done  it,  ir  was  the  neceflity  of  the  empire,  it  wa$ 
the  prefTure  of  circumfhinces  that  rendered  thefe  meafures 
nccelfary  in  both  countries.  It  was  not  therefore  right  to 
hold  up  any  individual,  or  even  Parliament  to  cenfure^ 
for  doing  that  which  could  not  be-  avoided,  and  which 
was  necefTary  for  the  falvation  of  the  empire.  With 
regard  to  the  objedions  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
bad  made  refpe^iing  foreign  herrings  and  hops,  he  had 
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before  anf^^red  them.  Upon  the  whole*  fheiefoi9C»  ht 
contended,  that  by  voting  thefe  duties  in  the  manner 
he  had  propofed,  the  interefts  qf  the  Crowa  wottl<l 
be  more  effc£lually  provided  for,  the  public  creditor  would 
obtain  gceater  fecurityy  and  the  manufafiorer  would  have' 
as  ample  means  of  obtaining  redrefs  as  if  the  dndes  wcfic 
voted  annually. 

Mr,  Burroughs  agreed  with  the  right  hon^  GentlcRian  tvho 
moved  the  amendment,  as  to  the  proprieiy  of  allowing  time 
to  the  IriQi  merchants,  and  other  perfons  imerefted*  to  in- 
quire into  and  communicate  iheiroprniotisupon  the  dlffer^M 
taxes.  Thi^  was  the  more  neceflary  as  the  fcheduleof  thoSe 
taxes  was  only  ^rint.^d  and  delivered  oq  Ti/cfday  laft,  fincp^ 
when  even  the  Members  of  that  Houfehad  fcarce  had  tim^ 
to  examine  it.  The  general  principle  laid  down  by  the  right 
.4ion.  Gentleqaan  on  the  Treafury  B'  nch,  as  to  the  juftice  di 
.equal  taxation  upon  the  fame  manufadures  of  both  countrica/ 
Jhe  did'ndt  mean  todifpute  ;  but  as  it  appeared  to  him,  the 
quefiion  to  confider  was,  how  far  the  peculiar  ftate  of  thp 
manufadure  in  each  country  would  juftify  the  Houfe  ia 
ading  upon  fuch  principle;  and  here  it  was  material  t^ 
be  rccollefted  that  linen  was  the  ftaple  trade  of  Ireland. 

Mr,  Corry  faid,  that  the  fchedule  of  the  taxes  laid  before 
Parljameni  laQ  feflion  was  very  generally  circulated  among 
the  merchants  in  Ireland  ;  but  hie  was  ready  to  admit  that 
there  was  Tome  difference  between  that  and  the  fchedule  now 
before  the  Committee. 

Lord  CaJlUreagh  recommended,  that  time  (bould  be  taken 
16  examinie  and  compare  the  fcbedule  now  before  the  Con>- 
Oiittee  with  th^pt  of  laft  year,  which  his  right  hon.  Friend  had 
Aatcd  to  have  been  circulated  among  the  perfons  interefted  in 
the  taxes  referred  to  {  and  if  any  fubftantial  diSercnce  fliould 
be  found  to  exifl,  he  was  fure  that  his  right  hon.  Friend 
would  be  a^  unwilling  as  any  Member  of  the  Houfe,  toj^refs 
the  adoption  of  the  bill  until  the  Irifh  merchants  (bould  hava 
full  opportunity  tocanvafs  the  merits,  and  to  ftate  their  opir 
nions  upon  every  part  qf  the  fchedule  :  ar  the  fame  time  he 
begged  to  call  to  the  recoUedion  of  Gentlemen,  that  three 
years  had  now  nearly  elapfed  fince  it  was  known  (o  be  ia 
pontemplation  to  render  thofe  taxes  perpetual,  that  is  to  fafi 
to  aflimiiate  the  concerns  of  the  Iriih  revenue  to  the  praAke 
which  prevailed  in  this  country ;  and  to  the  fbundnefs  af  the 
fltinciple,  he  conceived,  no  objedion  could  be  offered,  for 
either  Jhc  propofed  anniMl  review  of  thofe  taxes  muft  be  % 
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jnerc  5»  \tade,  or  the  public  creditor  muft  be,  in  a  great  mea- 
furc,  VnC^dtirc.  The  noble  tord  rhcn  moved,  that  the  chair* 
m^n  (liould  be  dire^ked  to  report  {yrogrefs^  and  aflc*  leave  to  fit 
again.  ^ 

Mr.  G.  Ponfonhf  exprefled  his  hope  that  tliat  poflpone- 
ment.  was.a  prelude  to  the  abandonnrient  altogether  of  this 
obnoxious  pla#i  of  taxation. 

Mr.  Fax  faid,  that  if  it  was  intended  to  reader  thofe  taxes 
perpetual,  notwithftanding  all  ihat  had  been  urged  to  the 
contrary,  the  Houfe  might  as  well  come  to  a  vote  on  the  fab* 
je£l  that  night  ;  but  if  the  proppfed  delay  was  merely  a  tempo** 
rary  ^ireat  from  a  conviAion  that  tt  would  be  more  decorous 
|o  give  apparent  time  for  the  cotifideration  of  the  fcbedule, 
and  that  the  time  of  the  Houfe  was  meant  to  be  again  occu* 
pitd  with  the  fame  difcuffion,  he  could  not  forbear  to  con- 
4lemn  fuch  an  expedient. 

The  Cbaneelhr  of  thi  Exchequer  obferved,  that  no  Gentle- 
mati  was  entitled  to  aflume  from  any  thing  that  had  fallen 
from  his  noble  Friend,  that  it  was  at  all  intended  to  aban- 
don the  propofed  affimilation  of  the  mode  of  taxation  jn' 
Ireland,  .with  that  which  exited  in  this  country.  The  only 
'delay  propofed  in  the  progref$  of  the  meafure  was  until  the 
aext  day.  and  the  only  motiveof  that  delay  was  to  give  an 
Apporiunity  to  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Corry)  to  compare' 
the  two  fcheduies  for  the  purpofe  defcribed  by  his  noble 
friend. 

Mr.  J'jbn  Lafouche  prefled  ftrongly  for  further  time,  from 
f^Cenfeof  duty  to  a  great  proportion  of  his  conQituents,  the 
merchants  of  Qablin,  who  were  particularly  intereJled,  and 
whofe  opinion  ought  to  be  confulted  before  fuch  a  bill  were 
furred  to  pafs  the  Haufc. 

The.  motion  was  a^re^a  to  that  the  chairman  (hould^ 
B^port  progrefsy  and  a(k  leave  to  (it  again  the  next'  day* 
The  Houfe  rcfuii^ed^  and  the  chairnian  obtained  leave  ac- 
CordiogJy. 

VOLUf^TFEIt    REGULATIONS    BfLL. 

Tile  Houfe  having  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the 
fdlunteer  bill, 

Mr,  Secretary  Torhe^  after  propofing  feveral  verbal  amcftd- 
iQents,  which  were  agreed  to,  called  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  an  amended  claufe,  with  refpeS  to  the.power 
to  be.  given  to  commanding  officers  to  difmifs  any  of  the' 
members  of  their  refpe£tive  corps.  No  law  upon  the  Tub- 
jcd  had,  he  faid,  given  them  that  power,  but  that  they  pof- 
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(efifed  it  there  could  be  no  'doubt.  A  commanding  officer  had 
the  command  of  the  mufter  roll,  and  could  (Irike  out  whom 
he  pleafed.  He  propofed,  however,  that  no  comraandinij 
officer  Ihould  poflTtfs  this  power,  when  the  corps  he  coirt"- 
piands  are  called  out  into  a£ltial  fcrvice  in  cafe  of  invaGon,  or 
the  appearance  of  invafion,  as  in  that  cafe  the  volunteers 
ivould  be  placed  in  ihe  fame  fituauon  as  regular  regiments, 
the  public  would  have  an  int9rtft  in  their  fcrvices,  and  no 
commanding  olnccr  ought  to  pollefs  the  power  of  difmifling 
any  one  of  them.  He  alfo  intended  to  propofe  that  thia 
power  in  a  commanding  officer  of  a  volunteer  corps  ihouJd 
be  limited.  He  certainly  thought  that  thecxercifc  of  ihis 
power  ought  not  to  be  left  to  the  caprice  of  a  commanding 
officer,  and  he  therefore  confidcrcd  it  necefTary  to  ftate  fomo 
of  the  cafes  in  which  that  authority  fhoiild  b&ufed,  fuch  as 
difobcdience  of  orders,  li^ifcondud  whilfl  under  arms,  ntg^ 
\e&  of  attendance,  &c.  adding  likewife,  or  for  any  other 
fufficient  caufe  at  the  difcretion  of  fuch  commanding  officer, 
(le  was  extremely  averfe  to  the  eilablifbment  of  any  court  of 
appeal  upon  this  fubjed^,  bccaufe  he  did  not  with  to  fetter 
commanding  officers  of  corps ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he 
thought  it  necefTary  that  a  door  (hould  be  left  open,  by  means 
of  a  provifion,  leaving  it  in  the  difcretion  of  his  Majefly  to 
]Dflitute»  through  the  medium  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a 
court  of  inquiry  with  refpedl  to  the  difmiffion  of  ^ny  volun- 
teer* It  was  likewife  his  intention  to  propofe,  that  where 
any  rules  or  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  corps  had 
been  acceded  to  by  his  Majefly,  nothing  in  this  claufe  con* 
tained  Ihould  tend  to  abrogate  thofe  rules  or  regulations 

On  the  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  ^t urges  Bourne,  words  were  in- 
ferred to  prevent  the  power  of  difmiffion  entnifled  to  the 
commanders  of  corps  extending  to  any  commiffioned  officer. 

Mr.  'Fox  thought,  that  the  claufe  went  to  give  a  power 
to  commanding  officers  of  corps,  which  ought  not  to  be  in- 
trufled  to  any  man.  Volimteers,  it  wa9  well  known,  were 
entitled  to  cert^ n  exemptions:  power  was  here  given  to  a 
commanding  officer  to  deprive  a  perfon  on  a  fudden  of  all 
thefe  exetnptions;  and  not  only  that,  but  in  cafe  a  volunteer 
Tfas  drawn  (as  he  might  be),  and  fet  afide  in  the  lifl  pro- 
vided for  that  purpofe,  it  would  be  giving  a  power  to  the 
commanding  officer  to  fend  that  man  immediately  into  the 
mrlitia  or  army  of  referve.  it  might  be  faid,  that  fuch  a 
power  would  not  be  abufed  ;  but  confidering  the  number  of 
volunteer  corps  in  the  country,  they  ought  not  to  te\y  upon 
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fiich  a  ruppontion;  on  the  contrary,  they  were  judi Red  in 
fuppoisng  that  private  enmity  might  operate  in  Tome  cafes  t6 
drive  a  man  from  the  ranks.  As  to  the  idea  of  a  court  of  in- 
quiry, it  was  fcarcely  to  be  fuppofcd,  that -a  man  thus  idif- 
milTcd  could  have  fufiicient  influence  to  obtain  a  court  ^ 
inquiry  upon  his  commanding  officer. 

The  CharceJhr  of  the  Exchequer-  agreed  wiih  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  thai  lj)e  claufe  went  to  give  a  very  confidera- 
blc  power  to  a  commanding  officer,  and  yet,  aficr  confider- 
ing  the  fubje^,  he  was  fatisfied  that  fuch  a  power  could  noT» 
with  propririy  or  fafety,  be  lodged  elfewhere.  He  (hould 
t)ot,  however,  have  confented  to  that  claufe^  if  there  4iad 
been  no  provifion  for  a  court  of  inquiry.  It  had  been  fald 
by  the  hon.  Genilcman,  that  an  individual  difmiflcd  had  liute 
chance  of  obtaining  redrefs,  but  it  was  one  of  the  happinefles 
atieiKling  this  country,  ihat  injudice  could  not  be  inflicted  on 
the  meanefl  individual,  Without  his  being  able  to  obtain  re- 
drefs. A  great  number  of  the  volunteers  were  enrolled  i a 
detached  companies,  to  each  of  which  there  were  no  more 
than  three  (officers ;  if  an  ad  of  injuflice,  therefore,  was 
alleged  againR  one  of  thofe  officers,  a  court  of  inquiry » 
whKh  ought  to  coafill  of  three  officers,  could  not  be  held  in 
that  company,  uliilff  the  members  of  it  might  probably  ob« 
jed  to  being  judged  by  the  officers  of  another  company  :  the 
only  remedy  remaining  therefore  was  to  leave  in  the  hands 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  power  of  inflituting  a  court 
of  inquiry  with  refpcA  to  cafes  of  alleged  injuftice  iii  the 
difmilCon  of  volunteers. 

Mr.  tVard  thought  the  amendment  of  **  other  good 
caufes"  rendered  the  fpecifications  which  preceded  them 
altogether  fuperfluoiis. 

herd  Cafiiere.:gh  con  fide  red  the  mode  of  appeal  pi-opofed 
the  beft  ihat  offered.  As  to  the  principle  of  allowing  com* 
maodin^  officers  of  volunteer  corps  the  power  of  difcharging 
their  men,  the  co.^onels  of  all  the  regiments  in  the  army  had 
a  [jmiUr  power,  and  it  was  eflential  to  military  difcipline 
Jbai  fuch  a  power  (h.iuld  be  veftedin  them.  If  a  volunteer 
Commander  fhould  dtfcharge  a  man  withDut  juft  reafon,  fuch 
man  could  have  his  redrefs. 

Mr  Fox  begged. to  fet  the  noble  Lord  right.  The  colonels 
of  regiments  had  not  the  power,  of  their  own  fole  will,  to 
difcharge  their  men  without  any  previous  triat  or  court  of 
inquiry  ;  at  ieaft  it  was  a  power  that  was  never  known  to 
be  cxercifed.     The  claufe  before  the  Committee,  therefore^ 
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propoied  to  confer  a  power  on  volunteer  com oiiniders  far  ex- 
cecdrng  thar  ponHTed  by  any  other  defcription  of  oificers.  He 
argued  foicibiy  that  a  volunteer  commander  Ihouldlbe  obliged 
toftate  bis  reafons  for  difcharging  a  main,  or  otherwife  the 
mode  of  app'eal  propofed  againft  the  abufe  of  ^his  power 
would  be  quit;e  impradticable.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  de*^ 
clihingy  from  the  pretext  ofhumanity,  to  make  it  impev- 
tiveon.thofe  comnaanders  to  flate  their  reafons  for  difmifling 
any  volunteer,  •  -  •       .         , 

Gentral  Loftus  hAS^  .that  ip  the  courfe  of  his  fcrvice  he  had 
never  kfibwn  an  ihftance  of  a  colonel  of  any  regiment  dif* 
charging.aiTi^n  from  the  fervice  on  his  own  authority  foiely, 
as  the  noble  &ofxi  on  the  Treafury  Bench  aflerted. 

Mr.  /^///.Mhought  there  would  be  a  hardship  upon  the  vo- 
lunteer; for  he  might  be  on  the  fudden,  without  knowing 
any«reaf6n  for  it,  rctficlered  Ifable  to  be  ballotted  for  the  milU 
tia  or  army  of  referve.  Now  he.  had  no  difficulty  iif  faying, 
tliat  the  ground  on  which  the  commanding  officer  might  dif- 
mifs  a  m^n  could  be  eafily  dated  in  general ;  the  grounds 
which  were  dated  in  the  bill  might  be  eafily  afligned  by  the 
commanding  officer,/ fuch  as  want  of  attendance,,  want 'of 
attention,  and  tjiat  which  was  the  effeA  of  th'e  other  two 

'  faujVs,  want,  of  difcipline  ;  thcfc  were  caufes  which  the 
ef>nvina(nding  officer  might  eafily  all<;ge  for  his  difcharging  ^, 
man.  But  there  was  anotlier  reafon  gf  as  niucb  force  in 
cauiing  the  difcharge  of  a  man  as  any  other,  and  whicl| 
could  not  wi:h  any  propriety  be  alleged  for  difmiffing  hiii;, 
andihat  was  his  chara^er,  he  meant  the  badncfs  orbis  cha* 
rader,  which  might  beof  fuch  a  kind  as  that  others  might  not 
}ike  to  ad  with  him;  and  yer this  reafon  could  not  inthe^; 
nature  of  things  be  very  convenienily  afligned  as  the  caufe  of 
hisdifmiflTa],  although  it  v:zs  iniifclf  a  very  fnfficient  rea- 
fon for  it.     But  perhaps  it   might  be  proper  to  make  fome- 

:  application  in  ftich  a  cafe  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant*'bf  the 
<!ounty»  or  elfc  there  ought  to  be  fome  court  of  inquiry  into 
the  matter,  before  the  di  fa;  ilTal  took  [luce,  not  by  way  of 
appeal  againft  the  deternnination  of- the  commanding  officer,' 
f6r  of  that  he  had  no  idea.  Now  he  faw  no  difficulty  in  aU 
lowing  the  commanding  officer  himfelf  to  nominate,  or  elfe 
te  apply  tQ  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  nominate^  two  or  three 
perfuns  as  a  count  11  or  court  martial,  nr  court  of  inquiry,  to 
juidge  of  the  cafe,  and  determine  upon  it,  and  that  tf  their 
determination  (hould  be'  approved  of  by  the  commanding 
officer,  then  fuch  commanding  officer  ihould  have  power  to 
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difmifs  fuch  perfon,  for  any  of  the  canresenimierafeil  in  tbe 
bltly  or  for  any  other  fufiictent  cauCe:  but  he  confefled  he 
thought  that  before* any  man  was  difmifled,  an  inquiry  ftiould 
be  inftitutedinto  his  cafei  and  that  it  fliould  not  be  left  whol-^ 
ly  in  tbe  difcretion  of  the  commanding  officer,  who  would 
nraliy  not  think  the-Legiflature  ufed  hSm  well,  by  impoiing 
tipon  htm  the  burthen  of  deciding  in  all  cafes  by  his  own 
difcretion,  and  leaving  to  him  all  the  refiMyofibility  which 
tnuft  belong  to  the  exercife  of  fuch  a  power  as  this  daufe 
was  calculated  to  beftow  upon  the  commanding  officer. 

The  Sccfitary  at  JVar  faid^  it  did  appear  to  him,  that  the 
court  of  inquiry  fiiggeftcd  by  the  right  hbn.  Gentleman  was 
the  moreobje6lion3ble'6ne  of  the  two,  and  that  the  inquiry 
on  a  man's  charader  was  more  objedionable  than  an  in- 
quiry on  any  fad  that  was  alleged  againft  him. 

Sir  IV.  Geary  faw  fome  difficulty  in  procuring  officers  by 
whom  an  inquiry  fhnuld  be  inftituted  ;  he  was  therefore  in- 
clined to  think,  that  the  better  way  would  be,  to  give  the 
propofed  power  to  the  commanding  officer. 

Mr.  Ro/e  obferved,  that  there  was  great  force  in  what  had 
been  faid  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  near  him  (Mr.  Pitt)  upoa 
the  hardfhip  to  which  a  man  in  a  volunteer  corps  might  be 
expofed  when  difcharged  on  the  fudden  by  his  commanding 
officer,  for  he  was  immediately  fubjed  to  the  militia  and  the 
army  uf  referve.  He  had  no  idea  that  any  appeal  (hould  be 
allowed  againft  the  deciflon  of  ihe  commanding  officer,  that  . 
would  be  repugnant  to  all  ideas  of  military  difcipline ;  but 
what  he  meant  was  this,  that  any  volunteer  difcharged  by  a 
.  commanding  officer  fliould  be  at  liberty  to  apply  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  who  fhould,  if  he  thought  the  perfon  not  culpable^ 
have  power  to  exempt  him  from  ballot  in  the  militia  and  the 
army  of  refervci  but  not  by  any  means  to  reftore  him  again  to 
the  volunteer  corps  out  of  which  he  had  been  difcharged. 

Tlie  queilion  was  put,  whether  tlie  reftriding  words  of 
the  claufe  (hould  be^mitted  or  infertcd. 

Mr.  Gny  propofca  an  amendment  that  after  the  words 
*'  that  it  mall  be  lawful  for  fuch  commanding  officer,*' 
thefe  words  be  inferted— '^  to  fummon  a  board  of  inquiryt 
who  (hall  determine  on  the  propriety  of  difmiffing  fuch  vo- 
lonteer,  &c.** 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorh  objefted  to  this  amendment.  The 
claufe,  ai  it  then  flood,  he  faid,  had  been  a£ted  upon  in  a 
fieat  many  inftances  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  and 
he  believed  in  the  laft  war.    He  admitted  that  the  power 
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-'^ven  by  tbis-daufe  to  the  commandi'hg  officer  was  wry 
gr^at,  yet  he 'maintained  it  was  a  power  given  in  lieu  of 
xdany  other  powers  ;  and  he  apprehendcd>  that  if  the  Houfe 
•controlled  his  power  wiihin  any  limits,  it  would  in  fubftance 
put  an  end  to  all  real  power  ip  the  commanding  officer,  be- 
<'jt{ifc  this  was  the  only  .mode  by  which  he  could  retain 
any  eilential  command.  A  great  deal  bad  been  faid  re- 
fpediing  the  commanding  officer  calling  a  court  of  inquiry  : 
there  wasno  neceincy  for  making  any  parliamentary  provU 
iion  for  that  purpofe,  for  that  was  the  conftant  pra£lice  of 
Che  commanders  of  volunteer  corps  at  prefent;  but  what  he 
contended  for  was,  that  it  (hould  not  be  made  compulfory 
on  the  commanding  officer  to  do  fo*  And  the  Comnvittcc 
would  underiland  that  this  claufe  introduced  no  noveliy  in 
praAice,  for  the  very  fame  power  which  by  the  claufe  was 
propofed  to  be  heftowed  upon  the  commanding  officer,  was 
a  power  already  enjoyed  defaBo  by  all  commanding  officers. 

Mr.  Gity  faid,  that  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  was  not  to 
truft  that  power  would  always  be  welTexercifed,  but  to 
^uard  againft  the  poffibility  of  the  abufe  of  it.  The  right 
Jion.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  no  new  power  in  point  of  prac- 
tice was  propofed  by  this  claufe  :  he  did  not  fpeak  againft 
the  claufe  on  account  of  new  power,  but  on  account  of  the 
new  effi:£t  which  was  likely  to  he  produced  by  the  exercile 
of  an  old  power,  for  it  was  well  known  now  that  a  perfon 
difmifTed  from  the  volunteer  corps,  was  fubjeft  to  the  army 
of  referve,  a  penalty  which  was  conliderable,  and  which 
could  not  be  commuted  but  for  a  large  fum  of  money  ;  and 
which  did  not  attach  in  the  laft  war.  He  was  againft  the 
idea  of  an  appeal  from  the  determination  of  the  command- 
ing officer,  whatever  that  determination  might  be,  becaufe 
to  call  it  inqueftion  was  unfavourable  to  difcipline  ;  but  he 
Would  have  the  commanding  officer  call  a  court  of  inquiry^ 
inftead  of  determining  fuch  a  point  himfelf ;  and  of  the  pro- 
priety of  this  amendment  he  was  fo  well  convinced,  that  he 
ftiould  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee  upon  it. 
I  Mr.  Fox  faid,  there  were  a  great  many  regulations  in  the 
volunteer  corps  themfelves,  at  lead  in  a  great  number  of 
tiiem,  that  were  inconliftent  with  this  claule,  and  perfe^ly 
confiftent  with  the  amendment  propofed  in  it,;  and  that  was 
a  point  worthy  of  the  confidcration  of  the  Committee. 

Mr,  Pitt  faid,  he  did  not  underftand  it  to  be  the  idea  of 
bny  one,  that  the  decifion  of  the  commanding  officer  fhoutd 
be  revcrfed in  any  cafe  whatever;  but'he  had  no  difficulty 
in  faving  tliat,  in  his  opinion,  the  bcft  way  would  be,  fv^ 
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<be  commanding  officer  to  Ibibfnoii  a  con^it  or  Comf  «f 
iiHjuiry,  that  tbcj  nught  cscrcife  their  dUkittiufk  mft  the 
cate,  not  iodecd  like  a  court  of  law>  accortlk^  to  tbr  reirs 
of  fpedal  pleading,  fmr  that  would  be  iinpri^ kaUc;  in  mili. 
tarjr  niatters*  He  thought  it  would  be  beUer  to  hare-lbjr  dis- 
cretion of  two  or  three  perfons  inflcad  of  ctne  in  fucfa  n  cafe: 
bill'  he  beliered  that  ao  peribn  in  that  tioule  would  wid 
that  any  determination  ihould  be  carried  into  cScS,  without 
the  approbation  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  corps. 

The  Anornej  Oemra/  oppoled  the  amendment*  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  unwiie  in  the  Committee  to  lejeA 
a  cSaufe  which  had  fo  much  of  utility  fur  l(»  objeA»  until 
they  were  Satisfied  what  it  was  tliiit  was  to  be  prop«>fed  in 
Jieu  of  it ;  and  therefore  he  thought  that  unlefs  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  who  oppofed  the  claufe  ihould  ftate  dil^ 
tin£tiy  and  fpecificaliy  what  they  intended  to  be  fubftituted 
for  it,  the  Committee  ought  to  vote  for  the  claufe,  becaufe 
otherwife  the  Committee  might  have  as  tuuch,  perhaps 
•more,  obje£iton  to  that  which  was  to  be  propofed  afterwards 
than  any  body  had  to  this  daufe ;  and  it  was  indeed  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impoflibte,  to  oflTer  any  thing  upon  fuch  a  mea- 
iure  as  this,  that  wai(  not  liable  to  fomc,  or  even  ,to  cunfi- 
derable  oppolitioo. 

Mr.  Grff  did  not  think  the  do£lrine  of  the  learned  Gen- 
tleman found,  when  he  faid  that  n6  claufe  e4;»ght  to  be  ne- 
gatived by  a  Committee,  however  faulty  it  might  be»  unlefs 
the  perfon  who  objeded  to  it»  had  a  precife  form  of  words 
to  Otter  inftead  of  it ;  but  in  this  cafe  the  fubdance  of  what 
he  had  to  utige  in  favour  of  the  amendment  was  fo  obvious 
to  the  Committee,  that  it  would  be  no  great  tax  even  on  the 
Ittgefiuity  of  the  learned  Gentleman  to  pul  it  into  a  fjfyecilic 
ai^  intelligible  form  of  words.  He  couM  aifo  d4»  the  fan%e 
tiling  hinifelf  very  feon,  if  the  CooHnittee  adopted  \he 
amendment  for  the  purpofe  of  making  way  for  it. 

L^rd  CaJlUrtagh  was  totally  averfe  to  the  idea  of  efiab-. 
lifntng  a  court  of  inquiry,  inftead  of  committing  ihe  cafe 
to  tlie  difcreiion  of  the  commanding  officer.  He  appre* 
beaded  great  danger  by  clogging  the  difcretion  of  a  cuq^ 
manning  officer  in  cafes  of  this  defcription.  He  thought 
the  Committee  woOid  Jo  well  to  coniidcr  wiiat  had  bran 
the  cafe  with  Irchnd  in  the  late  rebellion,  and  what  would 
have  been  the  cafe  with  it  if  there  had  not  been  powers  fo 
confiderable  given  to  the  commanding  officers  theie,  He 
did  not  iay  that  this  was  at  this  time,  or  was  likely  to  be- 
come the  condition  of  England  %  but  it  wa5  poiSble  that  the 
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conation  of  tbis^ country -might  be  changed  materially  from 
what  it  is  at  prefent,  fince  we  might  naturally  look  for  a 
oontiiluance  of  this  conteft  for  a  CQnfideraUe  time  at  leaft, 
and  it  was  impoifible  to  fay  what  difcontents  might  not 
arife,  and  how  eflential  it  might  be  that  the  commanding 
officer  (hould  have  prompt  means  of  removing  thofe  in 
whom  he  could  have  no  confidence  in  the  field.  B^fides, 
without  this  power  of  difmiilal  the  commanding  officer 
would  not  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  any  volunteer  in  the 
ranks  in  point  of  power  in  this  particular.  At  prefent,  every 
volunteer  in  the  ranks  could  leave  his  commanding  officer 
when  he  pleafcd  without  afligning  a  reafon  for  it,  and  it  was 
but  fair  that  the  commander  Ihould  have  a  power  to  the 
fame  extent  to  difmifs  a  man,  as  fuch  man  had  to  difmifs 
himfelf ;  as  it  was  lawful  for  a  man  to  difcharge  himfelf,  fo 
it  fliould  be  lawful  for  the  commanding  officer  to  difcharge 
him. 

The  Ckaneellor  of  the  Exchequer  adopted  entirely  the  fcn- 
timents  of  the  Attorney  General  upon  this  occafion  ;  and  he 
thought*  if  the  power  propofed  by  the  claufe  Ihould  be  with- 
held from  the  commanding  officer,  and  he  was  to  afV  under 
compulfion,  it  might  create  difunion  in  the  volunteer  fervice, 
a  thing  to  be  avoided  as  much  as  poffible,  and  at  all  events. 

T  he  Attorney  General  repeated  his  objedions  -to  the 
amendment,  and'inforced  his  former  arguments  in  favour  df 
the  original  claufe. 

Mr.  Fox  faidy  that  the  commander  of  a  volunteer  corps 
was  not  bound  by  the  prefent  bill,  fur  any  thing  it  contained 
at  prefent,  to  flate  the  grounds  on  which  he  Ihould  difmifs 
any  one  from  the  corpst  and  that  was  what  was,  generally 
fpeaking,  odious  to  an  Engliffiman,  for  he  might  be  dis- 
charged without  knowing  his  crime.  But  it  was  laid,  it  was 
probable  the  commanding  officer  of  a  corps  would  affign 
reafons  why  he  difcliarged  any  man  ;  the  meaning  of  that 
obfervation,  as  far  as  it  had  a  meaning,  was,  that  he  ought 
to  ftate  his  reafons  for  fb  difcharging  a  man.  Now,  if  be 
ought  to  ilate  them,  why  not  compel  him  to  flate  them  ? 
Why  ihould  a  man  do  any  thing  which  was  right  without 
affigning  his  reafon  for  doing  it  ?  As  to  negativing  this 
claufe,  and  the  objedion  of  the  learned  Gentleman  to  that 
mode,  becaufe  no  precife  form  of  words  was  ready  to  fill  the 
blank  which  the  negative  would  occafion,  he  muft  obferve, 
that  it  was  the  conflant  courfe  of  that  Hoofe  to  negative  that 
which  it  difapproved,  without  agreeing  beforehand  what 
(bould  fupply  it ;  and  indeed  it  could  not  be  otherwife,  for 
•  until 
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lifltil  the  thing  objected  to  was  removed,  there  was  no  room 
for  wh^t  fliould  be  fubftituted.  ^^des,  it  didnotnecefia^ 
rily  follow  that  any  thing  was  to  be  fubftituted  for  a  claufe 
which  the  Commrttee  might  rejeA,  for  it  .might  pafs  on  to 
the  nexf^  without  further  notice  of  the  proviiion  it*  negatived: 
but  if  the  doArine  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
to  be  followed,  then,  while  there  remained  any  variety-  of 
opioioQ  in  the  Committee  as  to  the  meafure  which  ought  to 
be  adopted  in  lieu  of  a  meafure  which  the  Committee  dif» 
approved,  the  Committee  muft  be  content  with  that  which 
it  difapproved.  By  this  peibaps  the  Houfe  could  never  be 
able  to  divide  at  all  upon  any  meafure,  for  it  was  hardly  con« 
ceivable  how  the  Houfe  fliould  agree  in  the  firft  inftance  to 
any  meafure  which  was  to  fucceed  a  bad  one,  wbidh  was 
generally  difapproved  of;  that  could  not  be  the  cafe,  for 
what  was  to  fucceed  any  meafure  ought  to  be  matter  of  dif* 
cuiCon. 

Mr.  Pitt  faw  no  difficulty  whatever  in  the  prefent  amend*, 
tnentf  on  account  of  the  want  of  a  fpecific  form  of  words 
to  fucceed  tbofe  propofcd  to  be  left  out,  and  he  had  Iketched 
fomething  to  that  tneSt  to  obviate  the  further  ufe  of  that  oh- 
je&ion,  which  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  very  good  logic ; 
xorfurely  it  was  competent  to  the  Houfe  to  lay  it  didnot 
approve  of  a  certain  meafure,  before  it  had  determined  that 
another  meafure,  or  whether  any  meafur^,  Ihould  be  adopt- 
ed inftead  of  it.  He  thought  there  was  better  fecurity  in 
having  three  officers  than  one  to  judge  of  fuch  a  cafe  as  this. 
He  then  ftated  the  fubftance  of  what  he  thought  might 
without  impropriety  be  adopted  in  lien  of  this  claufe,  which 
was,  that  it  Ihall  be  lawful  for  a  commanding  officer  of  a 
corps,  to  require  a  number  of  officers  of  fuch  corps,  to  ex* 
amine  and  pronounce  oijan/  allegation  of  difobedience  or 
mifcoodu£t,  or  want  of  attention,  negligence,  &c.  and  if 
they  report  their  opinion  that  fuch  perfon  ought  to  be  dif* 
chargea,  and  the  commanding  officer  .approve  thereof,  &c. 
then  fuch  perfon  to  be  difcharged,  &c.  That,  or  any  other 
form  which  had  that  fubftance,  he  Ihould  approve,  and  that 
was  the  idea  for  which  he  Ihould  vote  on  tlie  queiliou  then  ^ 
before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorki  argued  againft  the  amendment,  as 
involving  a  total  alteration  of  the  volunteer  fyftem ;  and  the 
arguments  upon  which  it  was  fupported,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  of  a  iimilar  kind  with  thofc  ufed  by  the  oppofers  of 
the  volunteer  fyftem. 

H  2  ^        The  . 
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'  tkt  qiidBtoA  bciag  at  length  loadly  called  (or,  a  dirifioft' 
toA  pbce,  w(tcfi  thete  appeared, 

Fortlteameiidtheat  -  -^  e^ 

Far  ikc  daufe  as  it  oxigiaalij  ftood        .*         1 16 

^      '  '    Majority         '47 

Oa  otir  irjulmiifion  to  the  galfery,  the  Comrhtttee  were 
fjcuccedii^^ich  d:e  difcuflioit  otthc  claufe  rcfpefitiog  the 
levying  dirtrcdes  in  certain  cafe,  when      * 

3Ir,  Pin  took  occaiioh  to  expncfe  his  regret  at  the  change  • 
of  Ofanioii  wlxkiv  had  taken  plkce  ak  that  p6int,  as  it  clearfy 
appeaiied  to  htm  that  tlie  mode  of  proceeding  to  a  d)f- 
ttcfs,  was  inoie  opprcflive  as  welt •  as  lefs  efficacious  than 
the  aUeiiiative  of  coniinitinent  foV  a  fhort  period. 

Mr  ^«r/f/;f^  adverted  to  the  claufe  he  bad  propoled  on  a 
fdmiev  night,  relative  to  this  part  of  the  fubjeft ;  he  had 
fince  Ihaped  a  claufe  agreeably  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the  ' 
right  hon.  the  Secretary  at  War,  the  effeft  of  which  was, 
that  an  interval  of  fevcn  days  IhoUld  be  allowed  for  the  pay- 
ment of  fines,  &c.  This  was  agreed  to  by  the  CommitteCr 
as  was  a  claufe  propofed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  to  pre- 
vent tlie  undue  accumulation  of  fines. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  propofed  two  other  claojfes,  the  one 
refpc£ling  the  powers  of  commanding  officers  with  refjieft 
to'  the  mifcondud  of  volunteers  ;  and  ttie  other  relative  to 
the  exemptions  of  the  fervants  of  farmers  enrolled  in  vo- 
lunteer corps.  Thefe^  as  well  as  a  third  claufe  propofcd 
by  the  rfght  hon.  Secretary,  refpefti^g  the  ix'muneratioo  to 
be  given  to  the  clerks  of  the  deputy  lieutenant's,  &c.  were 
fcvcrally  agreed  to  by  the  Committee^     , 

*  Air.  Pitt  ftated,  that  he  had  two  cUufes  to  propofe.  The 
firft  went  to  give  a  p^ywer  to  commanding  officers,  in  cafe 
of  volunteers  abfenting  themfclves  fi-Qm  cxercife,  except  in 
cafes  of  illnefsduly  proved,  to  levy  a  fine  not  exceeding  5s. 
for  every  day  a  volunteer  (kail  abfentTiirafcIf,  and  if  tha 
perfon  iiaWe  to  the  fine  (liould  not  be  chargeable  with  the 
poor^s  rates,  &c.  that  the  faid  fine  fhould  not  exceed  Is. 
I'he  fecond  went  to  impofe,  in  cafes  of  ncglefling  to  attci^d 
for  three  fucccfiive  days,  the  lum  of  40s.  and  the  fum  of  5Sw 
for  cverv  fublequent  non-attendance,  &c. 

J/r.  Secretary  Vorkc  Conceived  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  the 
intF<)du<^k>n  ol  fuch  enaftmenis  into  the  bill.  He  was  of 
opinion,  thai  inltcad  of  am<Miorating,  they  would  greatly 
icnd.to  ovcrfct  the  fyftcm.      lie  v/as  advei'fe  to  the  prin-- 
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dpfe  of  applying,  except  where  it  tould  liot  be  avoided, 
parltasieaCary  regulations  to  things  of  tbe  kind ;  and  in 
iliuftratii^thefe  poiicions,  he  referred  to  certain  regulftttons 
adopted  in  the  defence  ad. 

A/r.  Pitt  obTerved,  that  be  did  not  iiican  to  trouble  the 
Committee  by  taking  their  fenfe  upon  the  points;  though  he 
conceived  fuch  regufations  would  be  highly  ferviceahle. 
Tlie  obfervaiions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  reference 
to  the  defence  a^,  did  not  apply  to  tbe  points  in  difcuifion, 
^s  ia  the  one  cafe  the  enrolment  was  compulfory,  in  the 
other  voluntary.  He  deprecated  the  idea  of  fuch  regulations 
involving  a  breach  of  faith,  efpecially  when  the  unlimited 
power  of  refignation  was  remembered :  fo  far  from  Parlia- 
ment being  implicated  upon  the  occafion,  thofe  things  were 
expreisly  ieft  to  the  regulation  of  his  Majefty^s  Minifters, 
and  that  they  were  not  properly  airanged,  was  becaufe  the 
Executive  Government  did  not  think  Ht  to  provide  the  ne- 
ceflary  regulations. 

The  queHions  were  then  put  on  the  above  amendments^ 
which  were  negatived  by  the  Gommittee. 

The  claufes,  &c.  being  entirely  gone  through, 

Mr.  Secretary  Y^rke  faid,  that  with  refpeft  to  the  future 
progrefs,  be  would  propofe  that  the  report  be  immediately 
received,  that  the  bill  with  the  amendments  fhould  then  be 
printed,  and  that  the  report  fhould  be  further  coniidered  oil 
Thuriday,  if  no  other  bufinefe  flood  in  the  way,  or  on  Fri- 
day 

Mr.  Ph:  obferved,  that  the  motion  which  he  had  given 
notice  of  for  Thurfday,  it  was  his  intention  to  make  on  that 
day, 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorte  took  the  opportunity  tobbfefve,  that 
it  would  be  proper  Minifto-s  fliould  have  fome  previous  in- 
formation as  to  the  nature  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
intended  motion  :  he  would  therefore  i'ubmit  tbe  propriety 
of  a  communication  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on* 
that  head, 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  it  would  be  ohvioufly  irregular  at  that  mo- 
ment, before  the  Chairman  had  quitted  the  ehair,  to  make 
the  defired  communication. 

The  Houfe  then  refumed,  and  Mr.  Alexander  brought  up 
the  report,  nhich  was  received  pro  forma.  The  Houie  oi- 
dered  the  bill,  as  amended,  to  be  printed,  anci  to  be  taken 
into  further  confideration  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  explained  more  minutely  what  was  the  ob- 
jeS  of  his  intended  motiou.     He  faid  that  he  had  indeed 
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already  commuoicated  the  fubftance  of  his  moddn  t.o  one  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  from  whom  he  thought  Miniflers^ 
might  probably  have  beard  it.  It  was  his  intention  to  move 
for  an  account  of  the  number  of  that  defcription  of  forctf 
which  is  bed  calculated  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  enemy 
at  the  prf^fent  momeat,  that  we  have  now  in  commiflioti,  he 
meant  frigates,  floops,  cutters,  and  all  the  fmailer  defcription 
of  armed  veifels  which  were  capable  of  failing  in  fhallow 
water,  and  defending  our  coafi.  He  meant  alfo  to  move 
for  an  account  of  a  fimilar  nature.  With  refpeft  to  that  fpe- 
cies  of  force  in  the  year  18.01,  with  a  view  of  comparing 
them  together.  He  Ihould  alfo  move  for  an  account  of  the 
naval  force  of  the  country  of  another  defcription,  namely* 
Ihips  of  the  line,  which  we  had  in  coramiiTion  in  the  vear 
179.^,  and  in  the  year  I80t,  and  alfo  the  amount  of  thofe 
which  had  been  launched  iince  that  period,  or  which  may 
have  been  laid  down,  or  be  building  in  his  Majefiy^s  dock, 
yards.  The  number  of  feamen  which  ,were  employed  in 
his  Majeily's  navy  at  thofe  diflferent  periods  ihould  alfo  be 
an  obje£l  of  4ns  motion  Upon  the  whole,  as  it  was  his. 
wifh  to  have  every  information  which  could  lead  to  a  fair 
comparifon  of  the  date  of  our  naval  defence  at  different 
times  and  under  different  circumftances,  he  could  not  pofi- 
tivciy  fay  that  it  might  Aot  poffibly  branch-out  to  Other  beads 
than  thofe  which  he  had  already  ftated. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefented  certain  ac- 
counts relative  to  his  Majefly^s  civil  lilt,  the  titles  of  which 
were  read  by  the  clerk.  The  papers, were  then,  on  the 
motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  coniidera- 
tion^the  flatfc  of  his  Majefly's  civil  lift. 

1  he  other  orders  of  the  day  were  difpofed  of,  and  the 
Houfe,  at  half  pail  12  o'clock,  adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAvY,  MARCH   13. 

The  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their  refpec* 
ttve  ftages,  and  funic  routine  buiinefs  was  difpofrd  of. 

Sir  J.  \V.  AndeH'on,  attended  by  feveral  Members,  brought 
up  Alderman  Boydeli's  lottery  bill  from  the  Commons. 

The  h'ifh  prielh  and  deacons  orders'  bill  was  prefented  by 
Dr.  Duigenan^  and  a  few  private  bills  were  brought  up  by 
Mr.  Baldwin  and  other  Gentlemen. 

On  the  queftion  for  the  fiiil  reading  of  Alderman  Boy- 
dcU's  lottery  bill  being  put, 
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The  Earl  of  Suffolk  rofc,  not  to  oppofe  the  bill,  Which 
-he  was  rather  friendly  to,  but  to  make  a  few  obfenrations 
upon  a  fubjeft  of  fome  national  importance,  and  which  he 
conceived  in  fome  degree  conneAed  with  the  meafure  under 
coniideration.  What  he  principaily  alluded  to  was-the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  the  art  of  engraving  iii  this  country,  which  he 
conceived,  either  in  confequence  of  the  neg^eft  of  the  ar- 
tifts  eraployedj'or  of  having  in  general  fallen  into  incom* 

?»etent  hands,  to  have  coniiderably  declined  of  late.  In 
brraer  periods  the  fupeiior  execution  of  the  Englifh  artifts 
in  that  line,  not  only  enhanced  tl>e  credit  and  reputation  of 
the  country  in  tbatrefpeft,  but  produced  effeds  of  no  fmali  ' 
confideration  as  to  its  commerce  and  revenue.  The  firft 
Englifh  print  which  found  its  way  to  the  continent  was,  li^ 
believed,  thefine  engraving  fi-om  the  pi^ure  of  the  death  of 
General  Wolfe  ;  this  was  executed  by  that  ingenious  and 
admirable  engraver,  Mr.  Wooltett,  who  had  beftowed  great 
pains  and  trouble,  andempfoyed  an  interval  of  three  or  four 
years  in  producing  tl>at  exquiiite  fpecimen  of  the  arc :  thefe 
luccefsful  exertions  defervedly  gained  in  the  event  6OOOI.  or 
'70001.  There  was  alfo  another  engravihg,  namely,  the 
battle  of  La  Hogue,  which  did  the  greateft  honour  to  the 
artiil  who  engraved  it,  and  by  which,  lie  believed,  the  Aim 
of 40001.  or  5000I.  was  defervedly  gained.  He  adverted  to 
thefe  fads  chiefly  to  (hew  what  Engliflh  artifts  were  capable 
of  performing,  and  who  at  one  period  were  unrivalled  by 
thoie  of  anv  other  nation*  This,  be  was  forry  to  have  oc« 
cafion  to  ooferve,  was  far  from  being  the  cafe  at  prefent, 
and  to  this  caufe  was  perhaps  chiefly  to  be  attributed  the 
defalcation  which  of  late  years  the  revenue  experienced  on 
that  head,  in  confequedce  of  the  dinainiihed  exportation  of 
the  article  alluded  to ;  and  this  amounted  to  a  very  confi- 
derable  fum.  He  repeated,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe 
the  bill ;  he  had  the  higheft  refpeft  for  the  worthy  Alder- 
man in  whofe  behalf  it  was  brought  forward,  and  wbofe 
fpirit  and  exertions  in  the  line  in  queftion  deferved  the 
higheft  encouragement  and  applaufe.  To  him  no  part  of 
what  he  had  obfcrved  was  applied  ;  but  he  thought  it  in« 
cumbent  upon  him  to  take  the  opportunity  to  throw  out 
what  forcibly  ftruck  him,  in  the  hope  that  what  he  faid  . 
might  be  productive,  in  fome  degree,  of  beneficial  confe* 
quences. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  firft  time. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  quitted  the  wool&ck,  and  obfcrved, 
that  be  partly  concurred  in  what  had  fallen  froln  the  noUe 
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.£arl  who  bad  juft  ^ken  :  but  fiiik,  wilh  tefpect  to  tbebfR 
jtfelff  be  obferred  that  be  was  not  frieodiy  to.  the  genend 
ptiPiAfU  of  bills  of  that  deicrip^a ;  tbejr  AmhiM  be  ver/ 
cautioiifij  admitted^  and  fandtoned  by  the  Legiflalttre  only 
upon  very  partfeiilftr  and  fyetiaA  occaiiona.'  lo  ibe  pcefeat 
iniVance,  tlie  fupport  which  he  gave  the  biil  jiift  ready  pro-* 
eeedcd  bom  the  very  high  fonfe  he  enteftaioed  of  ibeinefita 
of  the  very  refpedable  magiftrate  who  fotichcd  tbe  mtafure^ 
to  wbofe  great  and  fptrked  exertions  io  hringiiig  the  fifter 
arts,  wbich  were  tbe  fubje£i  of  tbe  biH,  to  the  vesy  high  ftate 
oir  perfection  In  which  they  tlien  manifeftiy  were^  tlie  public 
,  and  tbe  country  owed  miich»  and  on  that  gtonnd  lie  agreed 
vrith  the  noble  Earl,  that  great  i&duigence  and  eocourage*- 
fnent  were  due.  After  tome  further  obfervations  oa  this 
point,  tlie  noble  and  learned  Lord  proceeded  to  dbferve  that 
be  agreed  with  tbe  noble  Earl,  that  the  arts  alluded  to  had 
of  late  years  confiderably  declined  in  this  eonntry,  and  tbaC 
its  commerce,  in  thofe  refpeftst  was  by  no  means  io  fa 
flouriOiing  a  ftate  as  it  had  been  ;  but  be  diifered  from  bis- 
Lordibip  as  to  the  caufcs  of  thcfe  effects ;  they  were  by  no 
fneans,  he  thought,  owing  to  the  decline  of  talent  or  pcrfe- 
verance  in  this  country,  to  the  want  of  eminent  painters,  or 
iMlcquate  engravers ;  but  tl)c  falling  off  was,  tn  a  great  dc<> 
f^ec,  to  be  attributed  to  the  unprecedented  and  uajuftifiable 
conduct  of  a  certain  nation  on  the  continent,  whofe  exer- 
tions were  calculated  to  draw,  as  to  a  common  centre  within 
itfclf,  every  thing  that  was  rare  or  valuable  ot  the  kind,  and 
whiclv  had  hitherto  been  lu^cd  to  renuin  ^nmolefied  ia 
other  countries ;  and  this  they  effected,  not  by  i\\t  fair  and 
ordinary  mode  of  purdiaiing  fuch  articles,  but  by  tbe  unex- 
ampled practice  of  forcibly  taking  tbem  from  the  refpective 
countries  to  which  they  belonged. 

The  otiier  bills  brought  up  tiom  the  ComtlKuts  weie  then 
Xcverally  read  a  Aril  tinn: ;  after  vhich  tlie.  iioute  adjourned. 

H  O  U  S  E  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,    MARCH    15. 

Mr,  Corry  moved  a  new  \yrit  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  in 
the  room  ot  John, Claudius  U^rcsford,  Kfq  who  has  accept* 
cd  the  offico  of  Efcheater  of  Uiiler. 

An  account  was  4>refented  horn  tbe  Sump  Office  of  the 
arrears  and  balances  due  from  the  diiiliibuleEa  of  fiamps. 
Prdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

^  Mr..  Yanfittart  movcj  tlN|t  a  Comff^ttec  he  aj^inted  (e 
;     .  .  *  prepaie 
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predate  an  accoant  of  the  allov^a/ices  to  adjutants  and  fer** 
jeant-majors  in  the  militia.     Ordered.  . 

Mr.  Vanfittart  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
jneptoe  an  eftimate  of  ttie  pay.and  cloathing  of  the  militia 
for  Great-Britatn  and  Ireland. 

The  neutral  (hips  bill  was  read  a  fccond  time,  and  order* 
ed  to-^be  comaaitted  the. next  day. 

The  irifii  malt  bill  went  through  a  Committee,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day.  ^ 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  prefented  a  petition  from  the  execu* 
tors  of  James  Wright.  Efq.  late  governor  of  Georgia,  pray- 
ing for  a  remuneration  for  the  iofleshe  had  luftained  in  that 
province. 

The  ChanciUor  of  the  Exchequer  (lated^  that  he  was  em- 
powered to  communicate  his.  Majefty's  aflent  to  the  recep- 
tion df  the  petition ;  but,  at  the  lame  time. he  .vfould  not 
pledge  hi  mfeif  to  any  approbation  or  fupportof  the  matter 
which  was  contained  in  it.  He  then,  moved  that  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  meiits  of  the  peti- 
tion.    Ordered. 

The  ChancelUr  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  in  purfuance  of  a 
notice  be  had  given  in  the  laft  feflion,  and  renewed  in  the:, 
prefent,  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the'diffi?^ 
rence  of  duty  that  ought  to  prevail  between  malt  made  from 
Eoglifh  barley,  and  malt  made  from  Scotch  bailey  and  brg-^ 
By  the  act  of  union,  it  was  provided  that  Scotland  Ihould  onl/ 
contribute  one-half  of  the  malt  duties  then  fubfifting,  W-hen' 
the  laft  duty  wasimpofed,  in  confequence  of  arepreientatioa 
from  the  landed  intereft  in  Scotland,  Parliament  wa^  tnduced> 
to  lay  afmalherduty  on  malt  made  from  Scotch  barley,  titan 
upon  thatwhich  was  made  from  En glilh  barley.  In  making  this 
motion  to  inquire  whether  any  difierence  Ihould  fubfiil,  -hq 
did  not  mean  to  admit  that  there  could  be  the  flighteft  q'uef- 
Uon  upon  the  a£fc  of  union  ;  he  only  did  it  in  compliance 
witli  the  wiihes  of  Che  landed  intcrelt  of  Scotland.  He  wai 
defirou&not  to  |^ive  any  opinion  upon  the  queilion  at  pre- 
fent. or  to  prejudge  it  in  any  manner;  his  objeft  was  to- 
have  the  fubje^  fully  and  fairly  inveiligated.  He  conclud-* 
ed  with  n^ving  for  tlie  Committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  and  the  Committee  named. 

L^rd  A.  Hamilton  \9Adn  as  this  was  a  qu^ioil  that  er- 
tirely  related  to  Scotland,  he  hoped  tha^t  ail  t!ie  Members 
for  Scotland  would  be  appointed  on  the  Committee. 

The  Chancellor  of  she  Exchequer  laid,  he  Ihouid  oppofe 
any  propofitiotipfthat  kind,  becaule  it  w.^&a  quedion  that 
materially  afFeded.  the  hnJc^l   intcrelt  of  England  ;  at  the 
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fiime^ime^lKvotiUiiotoppofe  the  momratAan^ mfOeoM 
tkoun  whom,  the  noUe  Lord  ihouU  propofe  la  be  on  tM 
Goimnkter. 

I  Alter  .a  few  wonit  from  Mr*  Coke^  the  Comaitttee .  at  ficft 
named  was  appointedf  with  the  addition  of  Lord'Dmglas< 
la&sH  DUTtas. 
Mr.  Corry  moved  the  order  of  the  day  lar  going  into  a 
Gommittee  oo  tlie  Trifli  duty  UH. 

Sir  John  N€wp9TU  after  rewating  hu  thanks  to  the  right 
boo.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Corvy)  for  £eCaodetar  and  liberauty 
he  had  fliewo^  and  alfo  expreffing  the  thaidu  of  his  confti- 
tiient8»  ^id  herofe  to  expreia  his  hopes  that  the  right  hon^ 
Gentleman  would  (confiderine  that  the  fchedule  might  not 
have  been  exanuned  in  Ireland,  in  genei al^  with  that  atten- 
uoo  which  k  reqiured)  reUnquiQi  his  intemioa  of  propofii^ 
this  as  a  permanent  UU  at  mefentt  but  that  he  wouli  nows 
tenfisnt  to  YOle  the  duties  tor  one  year.  He  was  perfedly 
of  opinion  t)iat  p;reat  advantage  would  refalt  to  Ireland  from 
TOtia|^thefe  duties  permaneotly,  and  making  the  fyfiem  to 
affimilate  as  nearly  as  poffible  to  Great  Brit3in»  and  there>4 
bic^  he  mily  wdihed  tne  delay  of  one  ieffion*  in  order  to 
give  the  mercantiie  people  ot  Ireland  full  time  to  confidcr 
the  iubjed.  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with  ar 
mnttnuance  of  that  eandtd  diTpofrtron  be  had  manifcfted,. 
would  feel  the  necefity  of  complying  with  the  wifltes,  tha 
feelings^  and  perhaps  the  prejudices  of  the  people  of  Iro« 
kuKL  He  thoi^ht  it  right  to  add,  that  it  appeared  to  him 
thai  uacommoh  pains  hiui  been  ufed  in  prepar«ig.this  fche-^ 
duiet.botli  with  refpeft  toaccuracy*  and  toconudt  the  inte« 
scft  of  the  mercantile  people  of  Ireland.  He  trufted*  ther»- 
fsrCf  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  confent  to.polU 
pone  making  thefe  duties  permanent  till  next  feffion. 

^  Mr.  Corfy  fatd,  that  the  meafure  then  under  cbnfidera-^ 
tjon  of  the  Houfcywasone  of  which  notice  had  been  given 
ix  three  feffions.  In  the  laft  feiEon  die  fchedule  was  ac- 
tually prepared,  without  limitation.  In  the  prefent  fef« 
iion  i(  fchedule  was  preparedt^departiiig  in  fome  parti** 
€liklm  from  the  fchedule  of  laft  feffion,  and  it  was  tm\t^ 
lated  witli  as.  much  diligence  as  was  in  the*power  of  the  Go«» 
T^rnment  of  Ireland ;  and  be  had  had  tfie  fatisfa^on,  as  he 
had  before  ftatedt  of  receiving  the  approbation  of  a  great 
pnft  of  the  niercantile  intercft  of  Ireland.  He  had  received 
the  approbation  of  the  mercantile  xity  reprcfented  by  the 
liOfi»  Baronet  who  had  fpoken  fo  favourably  of  his  exer- 
tions.   Inthe  city  of  Cork  the  greateft  facisfaAion  prevaiU 
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zdf  notwhUUfliduig  thatiipon  fome  points  tbeir  wUhes 
not  beca  cMnplioi  miiiu    With  regaid  to  the  wierelmft ti  of 
I)id>Uo»  he  viflied  to  tay  a  few  wordi»  bocaufe  a  right  hoDw 
Geotlemaa  bad  laid,  that  there  were  tbirty-eigbcaitidei 
with  whiekibej  weoe  dtflatis£ed.     With  tegnd  to  theTe 
thirtf^flMit  actidcs,  there  weve  in  fa£t  but  four  in  wbickr 
their  wilnes  were  not  complied  with.    The  firft  of  thefe 
^Mic.articie^  was  foreiga  henbigs,  the  export  doty  apqa 
wluch  was  not  taken  off,  and  this  was  done  with  a  view 
to  eocounige  the.  Britt(h  and  Iriih  fiiheries  ;  hot  even  if  this 
duty  w€fe  taken  off,  it  ooald  not  be  fiippoied  that  they  were 
not  to  be  fiiljeft  to  the  fame  burtliensas  Britilh  and  Iriih 
berrioigs,  that  is  to  iay«  the  duty  upon  fait  and  ftaves,  and 
thofe  Cities  amoantrd  to  two«tbtnlsof  the  doty  uoon  foreign 
henxngs*  fij  that  the  difierence  Wat  in  faft  very  imali.    The 
fecond  article  was  foreign  oils.    It  was  defired  dxat  the  duty 
flioold  be  lowered  4  thb  had  been  done,  but  not  4o  the  esu 
ienl  propoHbd.    It  had  been  lowered  to  affimilate  it  with  the 
duty  in  tike  Britifh  fcheduie,  which  had  been  laid  on  wkh  a 
view  to  encourage  the  Britilh  fiiheiy,  and  if  it  was  placed 
in  the  lame.  £tuation»  he  conceived  that  there  was  no 
ground  for  comniaint.    The  third  article  was  forel^  hoMr 
he  had  before  ^ted  the  grounds  upon  which  their  wiinea 
in  this  article  were  refiited^  vis.  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
Britifii  hops.    The  fourth '  article  was  a  defire  they  lad 
csprefled  that  all  duties  Ihould  be  taken  off  exports.     Tbk 
was  a  proportion  which  he  veallj  could  not  have  prefumed 
to  make  to  the  Boufe.    He  wiQied  to  fpeak  of  the  mei^ 
chants  of  Pisbiia  with  the  utmoft  re%we6k ;  they  were^nica 
of  the  greateft  refpeftabiUty,  and  in  point  of  capital,  oom-^ 
pared  with  the  extent  of  tbeir  tnuie,  were  not  mferior  to  afty 
fet  of  merchants  in  the  world.    With  regard  to  the  renwn- 
iag  arttdea  of  the  38  which  bad  been  mentioaed»  vie.'dn)g», 
dye  ftufis,  foreign  iait,  deer  ikins,  bear-lkiffs,<:ocoa  niit^ 
andix  variety  of  other  articles,  which  it  was  unneceffiiry  to 
enumerate,  their  wiflies  had  all  been  complied  with.    He 
therefore  would  contend  that  thefe  fcbedules  had  been  made 
witb.the  greateft  care  and  minutenels,  and  had  cfiec  with 
Che  general  approbation  of  the  merchants  of  Ireland.     Bat 
as  it  had  been  represented  to  him  by  many  gentlemen  of 
great  refpe£labiUty,.bath  in  public  and  private,  that  foil  op- 
portunity had  not  been  given  to  the  mercbanta  of  Ireland  to 
confider  thb  fubjeO,  he  was  furo  it  never  could  be  the  defire 
ef  Miaiflers  not  to  coincide  with  their  wiihet,  if  it  coold  b^ 
done  without  injury  to  the  public  fervke.    He  was  theiefore' 
difpofed  to  comply  with  the  wifh  expretted  by  thehon.Bt'^ 
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ronet«  tnd  only  to  vote  the  duties  at  pvcfcht  fot  one  ye^r,  in 
order  to  afFord  the  futleft  opportunity  of  examining  the  Akb* 
.^a,  and  to  give  every  poffible  proof  of  the  wiihes  of  Go- 
vernment to  comply  with  the  dcfire  of  the  merchants  of  Irc- 
4dnd.  '  But  dt  the  fame  time  that  he  maintained  the  pro- 
priety of  the  fchedules,  hevras  glad  that  this  difcufiion  had 
taken  place,  hecaufe  it  proved  the  general  concurrence  of 
opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  making  thefeduties  perpetual. 
In  confenting  to  move  thefe  duties  for  one  year  at  prefent» 
be  wiflicd  not  to  be  underftood  to  pledge  himfelf  that  the 
fcbeduie  that  would  be  prefented  next  year  would  be  the 
fame  as  that  prelcnted  this  year ;  be  only  pledged  himfelf 
that  it  Ihould  be  laid  before  the  people  of  Ireland  time 
•enough  to  enable  them  to  confider  the  fubjeft  maturely. 
He  hoped  therefore  that  in  conceding  to  the  wiflies  of 
many  of  the  mercantile  people  of  Ireland,  it  would  not  be 
coniidered  as  any  dereliction  or  abandonment  of  the  prin- 
ciples be- bad  advanced:  he  Ihould  therefore  in  the  Com- 
nnttee  move  a  claufe  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  bill  to  one 
year.  There  was  however  one  point  which  he  wifticd  to 
'  mention,  which  was,  that  the  duties  would  expire  on  the 
Sdtfa  of  March  1805,  and  as  the  Irifh  Members  were  pre- 
vented by  their  military  duties  from  attending  early  in  the 
feilton,  coniidcrable  inconvenience  was  felt  from  the  duties 
expiring  fo  foon  ;  he  therefore  fuggefted  the  propriety  of 
taking  them  for  five  quarters  inftead  of  four.    > 

Mr.  Fojier  faid,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  not  to  limit 
tbe  duration  of  the  bill,  which  contained  many  permanent 
.regulations,  but  to  vote  the  duties  for  one  year  as  ufual. 

Mr.  Corry  faid,  he  did  not  wifh  to  vote  them  for  five 

Suarters  if  there  was  any  objedion  to  it,  but  he  (hould  Con- 
der  this  as  fufficient  notice,  rf  in  the  early  part  of  next  fcf- 
iion  he  propofed  to  continue  the  duties  for  three  montlis 
longer,  in  order  to  give  ample  titne  to  condder  the  fubjed. 
Mr.  Burroughs  concurred  with  thofe  Gentlemen  who  had 
borne  teftimony  to  the  candour  and  liberality  %{ the  ri^ht 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  faid,  that  he  conceived  the  notice 
f^iven  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  fufficient  to 
juflify  him  in  bringing  forward  this  fubjcft  early  next  feflion. 
Mr.  Carr  alfo  expreflcd  his  thanks  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman for  tbe  liberality  and  trandour  he  had  manifefled 
upon  the  fubje£l. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Hutchinfon, 
the  motion  for  going  into  a  Committee  being  agreed  to,  tbe 
Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee. 

...  ...  Mr. 
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.    Mr.  Carry  propofed  a  xhufe  to  lixnit  the  duratrao  ofthc 
bill  loooevear.  •  ,-■  t 

^  Mr.  Ftfiir  fatd  he  would  not  objeA  to  this^xnotiOQ^  but 
Jte  thought  it  would  be  better  \o  vote  tb6  duties  for  one 
year»  and  not  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  bill,  whichrceti- 
tained  a  number  of  regulations  which  it  wwld/not  be  wife  * 
to  h'mit  Utone  vear.  ••     .   .       7:;     »• 

Mr*  Ormjby  (aid,  that  this  biU  contained: a  cbufe  to  en* 
able  the  officers  to  coUeft  all. arrears  of  duty,  andhefup- 
pofed  the  bill  «f  next  year  wouid  contain  a  umilar  claufe. 
.There  was  o.ne  circumftance  which  he  withed  to  mention, 
which  was,  that  in  the  former  bill  there  was  a  clauie  to.eon- 
tinue  the  regulations  refpeding  tlie.  American  treaty«during 
the  continuance  of  that  treaty.  TJ)e.  claufe  in  the  prefent 
bill  continued  thefe  regulations  for  one  year,  provided- the 
treaty  (hould  continue  fo  long.  ,  *  % 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Corry  was  agreed  to,  the  bill  pailed 
the  Committee,  and  the  report  ivas  oidered  to  be  received 
the  next  day.    . 

CORN  AND  MALT. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  notice  of  a  petition 
which  bad  been  prefented-on.  the  iSth  of  February  laft,  on 
behalf  of  a  great  clafs  of  perfons  who  were  growers  of 
barley  and  maitfters,  grouuded  on  a  complaint  againil  the 
laft  2&  of  Parliament  for  impoiing  a  duty  on  malr^  that  the 
corn  iSt  alfo  was  extremely  inadequate  in  its  provifions,  par* 
tial  and  oppreffive  in  its  operations,  and  highly  injurious  to 
agriculture,  and  praying  that  the  whole  of  the  fyftem  may 
be  revifcd,  &c.  He  had  reafon  for  believing  that  this  fob* 
jed  would  undergo  a  thorough  inveftigation  by  thole  who 
were  the  beft  qualified  to  form  a  correA  opinion  upon  i)  ; 
for  which  reafon,  in  order  that  the  public  might  have '  the 
full  benefit  of  their  labours,  he  intended,  at  an  early  day 
after  the  approaching  Eafter  holidays,  to  fubmit  f he  fubjcft 
of  this  petition  to  the  confideration  of  a  Cunlmittee  of  that 
Houfe,  fo  far  as  it  related  to  complaints  agaiafl  the  corn 
aft  of  the  3Sth  of  the  King,  and  that  fuch  Committee 
ftiould  confider  the  matter  thereof,  and  devife  fuch  altera- 
tions as  may  be  neceflary  according  to  exiftingcircuiiv 
'ftances. 

^r.  Fo/ler  wifhed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to'extend  his 
views  further,  and  to  take  in  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  corn 
laws  as  they  now  ftood,  botH  with  regard  to  Eiigland  and 
Ireland,  and  put  the  whole  law  into  one  regular  *&nd  folid 
fyftem ;  for  that  the  laft  general  aft  which  applied  tb-thht 
ubjeft    had  praduced  fome  injurious  efifefts  upoii  agricuU 
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ture,  vbicb  h&d  been  impeded  in  its  progrefs  in  a  manner 
that  had  not  been  felt  before  the  paffing  of  (b«t  law.  He 
t^o>ight  it  bis  dutf  to  tbcow  this  out  as  a  matter  for  tbe  fe^ 
riDus  confideratioa  of  that  Houfe  and  of  the  rig)u  hM,  Gen* 
deman. 

.  The  ChmuM^t  tftluExdHMr  &id,  that  diis.was  a  liibjeA 
vrhiqb  was  under  the  particular  coniideiaf ion  of  a  right  bon* 
Friend  of  his  in  that  Houfet  and  which  be  would  bring  for- 
ward for  the  attention  of  Farliameni ;  and  the  Houfe  woiihl 
tlien  have  to  decide  whether  they  vrould  go  into  a  Committee 
upon  the  broad  principle  which  the  right  hon.  GenttemaH 
bad  iiatedi  or  ^ive  inftrndions  ton  Committee  how  they  were 
to  take  the  fubjedl  into  confideration* 

Afr.  C^^y  feid|  it  was  in  bis  contemplation  to  have  brdught 
the  fobjeA  under  .the  confideration  of  Parliament  on  the  re* 
oewal  qf  the  a£U  &c. 

Mr%  Alexander  fciouj^t  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Tbp  cefoluiioOf  wbich  was  for  raiiing  two  mi\|ions  by  way 
of  U^'  on  Exchequer  bills,  was  read^  agreed  lo»  and  a  bill 
ordered  to  be  broi^t  in  purfuaot  thereto. 

Mr.  Corry  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  Irifti  conn- 
tervaiUng  duty  bill. 

The  bill  palTcd  through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfoj 
^nd  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

waOlt^SOAYy   iMA«CH   X4f 

*  Counfel  were  heard  in  continuation  relative  to  the  Scotch 
appeafy  the  Duke  of  Q^ieenlberry.v.  M'MurdOi  after  which 
their  Lordihips  adjourned  the  further  hearing  of  the  cafe.till 
Wednefday  next. 

1  he  bills  before  I  he  Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their  feve- 
ral  ({ages:  among  thefe  the  Weft  India  dock  improvement 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled,  and  Alderman  BoydeU'e 
lottery  biH  was  read  afecood  time».  and  committed  for  Friday. 

On  the  fecood  reading  of  the  Irift  priefts  aiid  deacons 
orders'  billt  the  L$rd  Cbanulhr  thought  proper  to  remark  a 
verbal  ersor  which  obtained  in  the  title  thereof.  In  the  fifth 
article  of  the  ad  for  the  union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
pfovifion.was  wiiely  madeior  the  fecority  of  a  very  import* 
Slot  objcAy  namely  the  complete  union  trf  the  churches  of 
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England  mi&lMwoA:  The^ord»  of  the  iiSt^teri,  ff  'fltiit  thfr 
€li£w>lim  €»f  Eti^and  and  lr«kwd»  av  qow  Hj  iawcftdbTfOicdjI 
M  imiiad'into  cme  prbiefiant  epifcopid  churelH  iD'b&  cilUti^' 
Th  VmiiHl Church ^Bnglt^andlrwUmdy  andthaiihd  doc^* 
alae»  worlhipy  dirctpUne.  and  govermnent'of  the'faHd  imbed 
church  Oiatl  be,  and  (ball  remain  in  full  fbrccTf^r.m^,  as  \\\i 
fame  are  nowbjrlaw  edabKiked  for  the  church  of  EitgUtKl.^ 
Now,  in  the  title  of  flie  btH  before  th^  Hoilfe  it  was  caUed 
«*  the  United  Chorches  of  England  and  ireland,*"  whcrea^la 
9tnBL  proprietfy'and  agreeably  to  the  lenba  of  tbead  of 
anion,  as  he  had  joft*  quoted  dliein,  h  ihould  be  ihe  ;C//i//ri 
dnirci.  He  thought  it  proper  in  that  ftage.of  theb^t  ta 
c^  their  LordOiips^  attention  to  this  error,  which  at  the  pro*' 
per  opportunity  CDUld  be  regidarljr  atneiidcd. 

The  btll^  was  then  ordered  to  be  referred  to  %  Comniitfea 
of  the  whde  Houfe  thehext  dajr* 

Mr.  Alcock,  fvom  the  treaforj  of  Irelaiid,  prclentedjAi 
acconnt  of  die  mdniei  iflued  by  that  treaibiv,  for  th^  fbr^co 
of  the  yew- 1803,  wilh^a  ftbtement  of  tbedilpofifion  tkeieof. 

When  the  accounts  Mrere  laid  on  the  table, 

The  Earl  •/ Suffolk  obferved,  that  he  fhould  htve  to  call 
thor  Lofdfliips'  attention  to  certain  parts  of  thetH^perhtps 
to  rooie  parts  coaneAed  with  the  military  btanch  ;  bur  eer<^ 
taiidy  to  tbe  expenditure  of  the  barrack  departnteni,  whichf 
be  conceived  to  be  enonnous.  There  were  already,  K^  ho* 
Ueved,  expended  00  thefe  buiMtngs  more  than  two  millioos 
of  money,  and  before  the  ereAions  now  earrying  on  werov 
compleied,  an  additional  million  muft  be  expemlcd.  He 
ihould  think  it  hiadu^  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Hotile  to 
this  pan  of  the  accounts  before  thecn,  and  in  order  to  enaUo 
bim.to  do  that  the  more  effdSually,  he  moved  that  the  ac- 
coonta  in  <||ieftioii  be  printed. 

No  objedion  being  made  to  this  propofat,  tt'^^was  pfdere^. 
acconfingly.  ^  ''*      \  ^' 

%oiie  private  bufinefs  being  dirpofed  of,  their  L^>p^ipa 

HODSE  OF  COMMOHS.    "       ^^ 

"  *  *•  J  * '   ,»' 

.    WEDNESDAY,   M%HCR    I4.>    ,.  •   ^  % 

Mr.  Cart  Wright,  obtained  letvo  tobring^  il»abiU>  to  amend 
th^  eooditioo  of  chimnei^-rweepera'appteniices.  <;   > 

On  the  motion  of  LordMar(liam>  Sir  J^mes  Earle,'  H^O*; 
Wat  aAnitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfej  and  after  having' hetn* 
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duly  fvom,  he  ftated  that  John  Atkyns  Wright/Efq;  a  Matt« 
ber  of  thai  hon.  Houfe^  who'  bad  been  appointed  a  Membev 
of  the  Middliefex  ele^ipn  Committee,  waa  prevented  by 
illDers.from  attending  his  duly  in  that  Houfe,  and  that  actofd* 
ifig  to  hia  .opinion,,  it  was  probable  that  the  hon.  Member 
would.be  unable  to  attend  bis  duty  for  three  weeks  to  come« 

The  phyfician  having  withdrawn,  Mr.  Wright  was,  on 
the  motion  of  Lord  Mariham,  excufed  from  further  attend* 
aoce  on  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr.  Alcock  prefented  acoouota  of  the  application  of  money 
iflued  frotn  the  treafury  of  Irdand  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1803.    Ordered  to.  lie  on  the  table. 

JLord  W.  Ruflell  brought  up  a  petition  f^om  the  owners 
of  mills,  lands, :  and  manufaftofies  oit^thcirifers'm 'fiurrej 
likely  to  Be  9tk&td  by  the  bill  for  a  canal  between  Croydon 
a;id  Portfmouth.  This  petition  was'figned  by  Sir  Beaumont 
Hptfiam,'  Sir  Giles  Rook^  and  a  number  of  other  perfons, 
Qwnef  $  of  property  to  a  great  extent  on  the  federal  rivers. 

On  tbe.motion  of  Mr.  Hurft,  John  Wilfon  Mras  brought 
to  the  bar.  The  Speaker  then  addrefled  him  nearly  in  the 
following,  terms : — 

John  WilCbn,  a  feleA  Committee  of  this  Hoofey  which 
was  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  A.yleibury  ele£kioii 
petition,  lias  reported  that  you  have  been  guilty  of  grofs  and 
wilful  prevarication.  In  the  corrupt  and  icaodalous  fcenea 
which  have  been  exhibited  there,  you  have  a^d  a  principal 
part.  A  (VAemaMc  plan  was  adopted  for  the  bribery  of  the 
ele^locsr' which  plan  was  fo  far  matured  as  mud  inevitably 
tend  to^thc  prejudice  of  the  freedom  of.  eledion,  and  m»- 
lerially  infringe  upon  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe.  .But 
though  by  fuch  means  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe  may  be 
violated  for  a  time,  no  plan  whatever  can  poffibly  be  To 
firmly  eftabliflied,  as  to  fubvert  or  prevent  the  operation  .of 
thofe  falutary  regulations  which  the  Legiflature  has  adopted 
for  the  preservation  of  freedom  in  elefiion,  and  for  the 
punifliment  of  offences  like  yours.  Among  the  confufion 
and  embarraflment  which  you  created,  you  were  the  firft  to 
fuffer.  Your  prevarication  has  been  reported  to  this  Houfe  ; 
you  have  been  imprifoned  in  the  common  gaol  of  Newgate, 
by  which  your  charafier  has  been  ftigmatifed^  and  you  have 
fufFered  in  your  perfon.  The  jiiftitc  of  this  Foufe  is  fo  far 
fatisfied  ;  the  reft  of  your  C6ndu6l  is  referved  for  future^  in* 
veftigation,  atid  you  are  now  ordered  to  be  difcharged  u^on 
paying  your  fees.'  •  * 
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Mr.  Htttff  then  moved,  that  the  obrervaiioii^  of  the  Speaker 
HpoD  this  occafton,  (hould  be  entered  on  the  JpurnaU  of  tbt' 
Houfe.    Ordered. 

The  f  riA  duty,  the  Irllh  countervailing  duty,  and  the  Irifll 
mah  bills  were  feverally  repoctedi  and  ordered  to  be  lead  a 
third  lime  the  next  day. 

The  two  millions  loan  bill  was  read  a  firft  time^  and  order* 
ed  to  be  read  a  (econd  time  the  next  day. 

The  American  trade  indemnity  bill  Was  read  a  fecond  time 
and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  expiring  Itwt 
bill :  feveral  refolutioos  were  read  and  agreed  to,  aod  tile  re* 
port  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  obtained  leave  to  bring  in^a  bill  to 
amend  the  militia  law^in  Ireland,  fo  far  as  refpefts  the  pro* 
vlGon  for  the  families  of  the  Irlfb  militia. 

Afr.  CaUrafi  flated,  that  be  had  heard  it  reported,  that  a 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  who  was  not  now  in  hit 
place,  intended  to  bring  forward  his  motion  relative  to  ihj^ 
naval  defence  of  the  country  on  Friday  next,  inftcad  of  on 
Thurfday.  He  would  be  ^l.ad  if  any  friend  of  the  riaht  hon. 
Gentleman  could  inform  him  with  certainty,  an  which  day 
the  motion  was  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe. 

ilr.Canmng  declared  that  he  had  never  heard  any  doubt 
itpon  the  fubjed,  atid  he  was  confident  that  his  right  hon* 
Friend  intended  to  bring  forward  his  motion  the  next  day. 

ACCOUNTS. 

il/r.  Gr^gor  exprelTed  a  wi(h  to  move  for  fome  accounts 
telaiiie  to  the  property  tax.  He  wi(bed  to  be  informed  what 
progrefs  had  been  made  with  refpefl  to  the  property  tax,  and 
for  that  purpofe  intended  to  move  for  an  account  of  the  afleflT- 
meots  returned  to  the  Tax-ofiice ;  if,  however,  there  was  any 
objeAion,  he  fliould  merely  ^ive  notice  of  it  for  a  future  day* 
He  alfo  intended  to  move  tor  an  account  of  the  fums  paid 
into,  and  of  the  charges  upon  the  confolidated  fund  between 
the  5th  of  January,  1803,  and  the  5th  of  January,  1804,  dif- 
tiaguifliing  each  quarter.  There  was  another  circumdance 
on  which  he  wiOied  to  malce  a^  remark,  relative  to  the  printing 
of  accounts  laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  it  frequently  happened^ 
from  only  one  copy  of  an  account  being  laid  before  the  Houfe^ 
which  was  immediately  fent  to  be  printed,  that  the  Members 
were,  in  the  mean  time,  deprived  of  all  information  upon  tho 
fubjcft.  He  concluded  by  moving  for  the  accouftt  he  liad 
ftUoded  to  refpefiiog  the  confolidated  fund. 
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The  Chancellor  of  tht  Exihequer  (zidt  he  Taw  no  objedion 
to  the'  motion ;  but  with  refped  to  the  other  motion  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  mentioned,  relative  to  the  property 
,  tax,  although  he  was  not  aware  of  any  objefliun,  yet  he 
wiflied  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  dirpofition  to 
give  a  notice  for  a  future  day. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to»  and  Mr.  Gregor  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  the  other  motion  on 
Monday. 

The  Speaker  obferved  with  refpefl  to  accounts  laid  upon 
the  table,  that  it  wtfuld  be  for  the  coYivenience  of  the  Houfe 
if  duplicates  from  the  different  offices  were  prefented,  in 
order  that  members  might  obtain  information  upon  the  fub* 
jcQ.s  of  thefe  accodnts  whild  they  were  printing. 

WAR  IN  CEYLON. 

Mr,  Creevey — I  now  rife,  Sir,  in  purfuance  of  the  notice  1 
gave  fome  time  (ince,  to  move  for  certain  papers  and  docu- 
mentS  for  the  purpofe  of  information,  and  as  grounds  for  fur** 
ther  inquiry  refpedling  the  war  which  the  King's  Govern- 
ment in  Ceylon  has  lately  been  carrying  on  in  that  ifland. 
I  fliguld  not  have  prefumed,  Sir,  to  take  xupon  myfelf  the 
office  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  this  fubje^» 
had  it  not  appeared  to  me  of  a  very  limited  nature,  and  one 
lying  within  a  very  narrow  compafs,  or  had  I   perceived  a 
difpofltion  in  any  other  Gentleman  to  do  the  fame   thing. 
Asihe  fubject  however,  iiow,  Sir,  has  been  fome  time  before 
the  public,  as  it  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  greateft  im» 
portance,  as  no  Gentleman  has  appeared  difpofed  to  take  it 
vnp,  and  as  his  Majefty's  Minifters  have  not  thought  fit  to  give 
this  Houfe  any  information  refpeding  it,  I  have  thought  it 
my  duty  to  introduce  it  to  the  confideration  of  Parliament. 
As  the  Houfe  and  the  public  are  not  in  pofleflion  of  any  offi- 
cial  accounts  of  the  caufe  or  origin  of  this  war,  of  many  of 
the  tiranfadions  which  took  place  in  the  courfe  of  it,  and  of 
,  many  of  its  effedts  and  coufequences,  I  will   (hortly  (late  to 
the  Houfe  Aich  leading  particulars  as,  from  the  information 
I  am  in  poflertion  of,  1  believe  to  be  true :  I  am  certain  they 
are  moftly  true,  and  where  I  am  incorre£l,  the  papers  I  (halt 
move  for  will  fet  me  right.     From  the  year  1795,  when  we 
firft  took  the  ifland  of  Ceylon  from  the  Dutch,  to  the  end  of 
t8o2,  our  Government  in  Ceylon  feems  to  have  purfued  its 
proper  objects,  to  have  confined  itfelf  to  the  pofleflton  of  the 
eoails  and  open  countries  of  the  ifland,  to  the  introdu£)ion  of 
^vbolefome  laws  and  civilization  amongft  the  natives  who 
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Im  under  oar  GoiremmeiK»  »od  every  thing  I  believe,  duru^. 
the  period  I   have  mentiooed,  bore  the  ftrongeft  and  moft. 
ftaitering  profped  of  improvement.    We  had  never  appa* 
Kntly  during  this  period  entertained  the  dangerous  policy  of* 
interfering  with   the  unprofitable  interior  of  Ceylon*  the 
woods,  and  mountains,  and  wild  inhabitants  of  the  King 
of  Candy's  dominions.   Some  time  however  in  i8o3,  it  fieeflaa, 
feme  fubjeds  of  the  Britifli  Government  had  purchafed  in  > 
Candia  a  quantity  of  the  Moka  nut,  and  which  in  its  way ' 
to  our  feitlements  was   feized  by  officers  of  the  Candian 
Government.    I  have  heard  that  fucK  contrad^s  by  Candian- 
fubjeds  are  s^inft  the  laws  of  that  country ;  but  be  that  as. 
it  may,  our  Government  claimed  the  property,  and  it  waa* 
agreed  to  be  reftored,  or  the  value  to  be  paid  for  it;  the  va^: 
lue,  \  believe,  was  300!.  certainly  not  more,  and  the  final  dif^; 
fuence  between  the  EogliOi  and  the  Candian  GovernmciMa 
was  whether  ;his  fum  of  300I,  fliould  be  paid  indantly,  or  ajk 
the  expiration  of  a  few  months:  the  real  caufe  therefore  of 
tbe  war  vKhich  was  about  to  take  place,  was  the  difference, 
between  the  prompt  and  protra£ted  payment  of  ^pol.  It  was 
in  this  tranfadion  that  our  national  honour  was  fuppofed  to- 
be  involved^  for  this  our  Government  left  Jts  ufeful  oceupa-^ 
tioDs,  and  put  all  the  troops  in  Ceylon  in  m{)tion  to  cbaftife 
the  King  of  Candy,  to  invade  his  dominions  and  feizejus* 
capital.     It  is  perhaps  ncceflary  forme  here,  to  (late  that 
the  King  of  Candy's  dominions  are  compofed  principally  of 
woods  and  mountains,  affording  no  poflSble  objeA  for  any . 
rational  cnterprife,  fKuated   in  a  climate  the  moft  fatal  ta. 
Europeans,  and  that  his. capital  is  in  the  heart  of  his  domi- 
aions.     Some  time  in  January  iSoj  this  war  began,  and  la 
a  very  (hort  time,  and  fcarcely  with  the  lofs  of  ten  men  kilU 
ed  in  battle,  we  penetrated  as  far  as  Camly,  which  we  took 
and  found  the  King  was  fled.   So  fax  we  were  all  fuccefsful  i 
but  then.  Sir,  came,  what  our  Grovernment  of  Ceylon  knew» 
mud  come,  that  dreadful  malady  the  jungle  fever,  thajt  for 
ever  infeds  the  interior  of  Ceylon,  and  for  ever  deftn)ys  the 
inhabitants  of  Europe.     This  fever.  Sir,  upon  this  occafioa 
drficToyed  hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  our  troops  in  Candia;, 
of  the  sifl;  regiment  alone,  above  300  periflieit-;  of  the  z,9th 
regiment,   170  befides  the  200  of  the  fame  r.egiment  who. 
were  afterwards  murdered*   One  (houldhave  thought,.  Sir,  as  , 
we  had  thus  difplayed  our  power  by  the  (ieizure  of  the-  King 
of  Candy's  capital,  and  putting  the  King  to  flight,  ^s  we  bad 
paid  to  dearly  for  it  in  the  death  of  our  ibIdi(erS|.  and  as  th^ 
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country  pfefem^  n^  oh}^€t  worthy  of  oiir  poflSifiioDy  thii 
our  GoveriMHtnt  wouM  have  inftantly  withdrawn  the  IbrviYw 
iiig  troops )  but  it  feems^  Sir,  our  Governor  was  now  deter* 
miDed  to  play  a  great  part  in  the  politics  of  the  Candian 
Government ;  for  this  purpofe  he  left  a  garrifon  in  Candy  to 
fecure  fuccefs  to  our  intrigues^and  from  this  moQ.ridiculouar 
and  contemptible  interference  of  curd  in  the  aflfairs  of  Candy 
come  ail  the  dreadful  and  difaftrous  confecjuences  we  fince 
have  heard  of.  We  firft  dethroned  the  reigning  fitonarchy 
and  put  upon  his  throne  a  new  King  of  our  own  choice;  a 
perfon  fo  unftilfully  feleded  for  that  purpofe^  fo  univer- 
lally  odious  to  the  Candians,  that  we  finally  withdrew  hind, 
and  he  has  fince  been  murdered  on  account  of  our  partiality* 
to  himjT  and  his  own  pierumption.  We  then/Sir,  refolved 
upon  changing  the  Candian  monarchy  into  an  ariftocracy* 
and  we  guaranteed  a  form  of  government  of  this  fpeciesi  and 
put  the  firft  Adigar  or  firft  Minifter  at  the  head  of  it.  Dm*- 
ingall  this  time.  Sir,  ^he  garrifon  of  Candy  were  daily  di* 
inipiflied  and  enfeebled  by  death  and  rickn(r$:  there  were 
only  left  of  Briiifh  troops,  the  19th  regiment  reduced  to  200 
men,  and  a  Malay  regiment.  The  Houfe  will  know  how  ta 
appreciate  the  climate  of  Candy  when  I  ftate  to  them  that  of 
the  200  of  ihp  19th  regiment,  160  were  fick  in  their  cots  and 
perfectly  difablcd.  At  this  period,  Sir,  the  town  of  Candy  was 
forrounded,  as  I  have  heard,  by  20^000  Candians — certainly,  I 
helievd,  by  not  lefsthan  to,ooo.  Our  troops,  cut  eflT from  all 
provifions,  reduced  by  death  and  ficknefs  as  I  have  mentian-%. 
ed,  and  th^  Malay  regiment  beginning  todefert,  fufrendered^ 
and  laid  down  their  arms.  The  termination  of  this  dreadful 
tragedy  we  all  know;  upwardsof  twenty  Britifti  officers,  wiil\ 
the  200  unfortunate  troops  of  the  19th  regiment,  were  led 
oat  two  by  two  in  the  ftreets  of  Caniriy,  and  there,  by  the  or« 
dera  of  the  very  Adigar  we  had  guaranteed  in  his  governnfent, 
they  wpre  knocked  in  the  head  and  h^  their  throats  cat, 
and  this  not  even  with  the  exception  of  the  i6oiick  men 
of  the  i9ih,  who  weredra.gged  from  their  cols  and  mutdercd. 
About  the  fame  period  all  our  fortreiles  in  Candi^  were  at- 
tacked., all  the  garrifbns  compelled  to  evacuate  them,  and 
all  the  fick  in  thofe  foi^trefles  were  left  and  murdered.  Thus ' 
epded|  Sir,  our  invafion  of  Candia ;  it  began  in  January,  dod 
bf fore  the  end  o(  June  our  invading  army  was  all  cither  ev 
p<$lled>  had  died,  or  were  murdered.  From  the  date  of  the 
tvttit  I  have  laft  alluded  to,  thedeftruSion  of  our  garrifon  in 
^anclyi  to  the  Is^tef^  accounts  I  bayc  feen^  wHich  ^re  dbted  in . 
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Septembcf  lift,  the  iitmition  of  the  iflaiid  became  eiery  day 
more  ularming.  The  Candians^  elated  with  the  expiilfidn  and 
^^rvdioii  of  the  Britifli,  had  in  iraraenfe  numbers  invaded 
cmr  feitlements,  from  one  end  of  the  iflami  to  the  other,  and 
accordiogto  the  latefl  accounts  had  left  us  nothing  but  otit 
forts.  The  natives  or  Coolies  vrho  live  tinder  ^ur  domi* 
ntooy  men  of  the  moft  ferocious  nafureSi  were  beginning  to 
dtfplay  the  moft  alarming  fpirit  of  difaffedion  to  ns ;  fuch  of 
the  King's  troops  as  remained  alive  were  ftill  under  the  in- 
floence  of  (he  difeafes  they  had  contraded  in  the  Candian 
expedition  ;  and  in  fhort,  fuch  was  (uppofed  to  be  the  danget 
of  the  colony  on  the  continent  of  India  as  well  as  at  Ceylon, 
that  in  the  beginning  of  September,  an  expedition  was  fitting 
ocrt  at  Calcutia,  for  its  immediate  afliiVance.  The  lateft  letter 
that  I  have  feen  on  this  fubjeft  is  of  the  15th  of  September, 
and  is  from  Madras ;  the  writer  of  it  Rates  as  a  moft  extra* 
ordinary  circumftance  that  no  tidings  from  Columbo  have 
been  received  (ince  the  4th,  and  from  this,  and  from  the  other 
Ctrcumftances  I  have  ftated,  exprefles  the  moft  ferious  appre- 
henfioos  for  the  fafety  of  that  ifland.  Now,  Sir,  if  this  ftate- 
mtm  be  corred,  (and  I  am  fure  in  moft  parts  that  it  is  fo) 
if  is  I  think  a  little  extraordinary  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters 
fliouid  never  have  communicated  a  (ingle  fyllable  of  informa«> 
tieii  to  Parliament  upon  a  fubjed  of  (o  much  importance.  I 
apprehend  the  h&»  1  have  ftated  are  perfedly  fufficient  to 
induce  Parliament  to  call  upon  Minifters  for  the  moft  fuU 
and  minute  particulars  refpedtng  a  war  apparently  fo  raflft 
andfoioipoiiiicy  apparently  fo  deftituteof  all  advantage,  and 
|b  evidently  fatal  and  difaftrotis  in  its  efcAs.  It  is  the  duty 
of  Parliament  at  all  times  to  examine  into  and  afcertain  the 
objefis  for  which  the  brave  defenders  of  our  country  are 
(flCfificedii^  and  it  is  more  peculiarly  the  duty  and  the  intereft 
of  ParKanient  to  do  fo  at  this  prefent  time.  There  are,  Sir, 
likewife  circamftances  conneded  with  this  war,  and  confe- 
quences  arifing  out  of  it,  that  more  imperioufly  call  upon  us 
to  inquire  into  the  conduS  of  the  Governor,  and  which  I 
will  briefly  ft«te  to  the  Hotife.  When  we  firft  took  poflef- 
lion  of  Ceylonji  it  was  not  the  leaft  of  our  advantages  that 
we  took  whh  it  all  the  experience  of  the  preceding  fettleris, 
the  Dutch ;  the  Dutch  had  made  this  particular  experiment 
of  fubduing  the  Candians  over  and  over  again ;  they  had 
twice,  with  as  little  lofs  asotuCelves,  feized  the  capital  and 
expelled  the  King  ;  but  on  every  occafion  their  army  was 
6o«1ly  deftrpyed  by  the  fame  caufes  which  have  deilroyed 
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cats.    U-  is  (ing<]Ur9  Sir,*  that  on  one  oecSkfion,  ibe  pfecife 
Cdlamity  which  has  lately  befallen  our  garrifon  at  Candy  be- 
I'cll  the  Dutch.      The  Dutch  gairifbii  at  Candy  were  cooii* 
ptUed  to  capitulate,  and  on  their  foarch,  and  wiihin  two  days 
journey  of  Columbo^were  to  the  amount  of  400  men  ^U 
murdered:  the  ttk€t  of  thefe  experiments  upon  the  Dutch 
was  to  eonvtnce  them»  that  all  attempts  upon  the  interioc 
of  C»ndy»  were  not  only  fruidefs  but  fatal  to  themfclves,  and 
accordingly,  for  the  la(l  twenty  years  of  theif  (ettlement  in 
fhat  i&and»  fudi  pro^eds  were  never  »gain  repeated.     The 
prcfent  Governor  of  Ceylon  was  in  poireffion  of  \htk  fa£t& 
and  of  thisexperieiKe  beiore  he  doomed  our  foldi^r^  to  fuch 
iDtvitabl%.deitru6\i(>n:   they  are  recorded  in  a  very  vakiabler 
and  interefling  nccount  of  Ceylon«  written  by  9n  officer  oC 
ibe  army  we  fud  fent  there,  and  fhe  niaienals  for. which  hi.f- 
lory  wete  coUeded  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the-Governoiv 
I  wift).  Sir,  the  writer  of  ibat  hiilory  had  been  raor&corre£^ly 
prophetic  when  he  fays,  **  Our  Goverament  wiikdoubtlefs: 
avoid  the  errors  of  former  European  maflcrs  of  Ceylon^ 
who  wafted  unprofitably»  in.  vain  attempts  to  fubdue  the  na^ 
tives,  that  time  and  thoie  rcfources  which  might  have  reor- 
dered this  ifland  one  of  the  mod   valuable  colonies  in^  the 
world/'     Wiih  refpefl  to  the  confequences  of  this  war^ 
(independent  of  the  unprofitable  termination  of  it,  and  the 
mortification  we  muft  ftel  at  having  our  brave  troops  appa- 
xenily  fo  idly  facrificed)  they  are  really.  Sir,  of  the  moft  alarm-^ 
ing  nature  ;  1  need  fcarcely  remind  the  Houfe  of  the  tontl- 
guLty  of  Ceylon  to  ihc  contineat  of  India;  India  is  allowed 
to  be  the  great  obje£t  of  French  ambitiou ;  we  a£l.  upon  thiS4 
fijppo{i|k>n  in  all  our  political  calculations;  ic  is  with   rcfi;*. 
xeoce  ;a  India  that  the  harbour  of  Trilicomalee  ii  beyond, 
adl  value ;  and  yet,  Sir,  wiih  a  war  carrying  on  in  India  on  aiff 
enormous  fcale,  with  a  French  Iquadnm  in  the  Indian  feas^ 
full  of  troops,  fo  often  faid  to  be  captured  but  ftill  unaccount- 
ed for»  with  the  French  ports  full  of  vcflfels  and  troops  ready, 
foe  expeditions,  with  a  mcci&iy  at  home  for  onr  regular 
army,  more  urgent  than  wa^  ever  known,  and  wiib.  that  re-r 
gular  army  mote  than  ever  neglected,  we  are  placed  ip  the* 
diftreiling  dilemma,  that  we  muft  either,by  withholding afii ft* 
aoce  from  the  Government  of  Ceylon,  endanger  our  poflef- 
fiou  of  that  moft  important  colony,  or  we  mutt  in  this  hoiic, 
of  need  and  neceifity  deprive  ourfelves  of  a  part  of  our  rnoft* 
valuable  and  moft  rare  fpecies  of  defence.  ,1  am  informed^- 
Sir,  that  looq  troops  ul  the  line  arq  now  cmbar.king>  or  h^y«^ 
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embarked  already  for  Ceyton.  I  am  fure  fu^^h  fupply  is  tit- 
ccflTary  for  the  fccurify  of  the  colony,  but  ]  a(k  the  Houfe 
if  they  will  permit  the  country  to  make  fo  important  a  fa* 
rrificcy  whhout  a  fuH  and  mod  min\Jte  inquiry  into  vrhat  has 
caiifed  the  ncceffiry  for  fo  unfortunate  a  meafurc  ?  Sir,  there  is 
another  moft  tfreatffu!  confequence  of  this  war.  After  the  Iktte 
ffifcretion  our  Government  has  hitherto  (hewn  in  going  to  war 
for  apparently  fo  trifling  an  ohjeft,  I  am  afraid,  when  the  paffions 
and  refentment  of  our  countrymen  are  routed  by  the  recollec- 
linn  of  what  has  lately  pnfled  at  Candy,  I  am  afraid  that  any  pro- 
fpedl  of  peace  with  thefe  Candians  is  very  remote ;  I  am  afraid 
we  are  doomed  to  eternal  war  with  this  race  of  people,  and  that 
Ceylon,  inftead  of  being  the  valuable  acquifition  it  is  fo  nato- 
rally  made  for,  will  prove  only  to  be  tbc  grave  of  our  armies* 
I  d#  hope,  Sh*,  that  Miniflers,  in  their  difpatches  to  the  Go« 
vcrnor,  will  tiot  fail  to  remind  and  to  prefs  upon  him  the  paft 
experience  of  this  ifland%  I  hope,  Sir,  they  will  remind  him 
of  that  great  lefibn  for  alt  Europeans,  the  late  fate  of  St.  D9« 
mingo.  As  long.  Sir,  as  the  natives  of  Candia  or  St.  Domingo 
ihall  poffefi  the  local  advantages  they  now  do,  as  long  as  the  in- 
habitants of  Europe  (hall  he  fubjedt  to  the  difeafes  they  now  are, 
I  believe.  Sir,  that  ali  our  attempts  to  fubdue  the  natives  of  thefe 
countries,  muft  prove  not  only  fruitlefs  but  fatal  to  ourfelvcs. 
I  think.  Sir,  If  this  war  (hall  appear  to  have  been  as  rafh  and 
impolitic  in  its  origin  and  commencemenT,  and  as  calamitous 
10  its  confoqMences  as  I  have  dated  it  to  be,  I  think  the  opi« 
nion  of  this  Hoiife  will  be,  that  there  is  a^uodant  matter  for 
inquiry  into  this  fiibjefl:  there  are  too,  Sir,  tranfadions  of 
this  war  that  1  have  touched  upon  before,  which  I  apprehend 
the  Houfe  muft  Hkewife  think  calls  for  particular  inquiry. 
I  allude  to  our  interference  in  the  politics  of  Candy,  to  our 
dethroning  and  making  of  Princes  and  new  forms  of  Go* 
veminent  in  that  country.  If,  Sir,  we  are  really  in  earnelt 
when  we  profefs  our  refpe^  for  eftablilhed  governnncnts, 
aixi  our  abhorrence  of  all  ufurpation;  if  we  really  widi  for 
any  charader  of  confidency  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  upon  this 
important  fubjed,  it  is  high  time  that  we  bcftow  fume  criti- 
cifm  upon  thefe  very  fmguiar  tranfa£Uons  of  our  colonial 
governors.  I  am  not  aware.  Sir,  of  any  other  reafon  I  can 
adduce  in  fupport  of  the  inquiry  I  wi(h  to  be  inftituted  ;  but 
before  I  conclude,  Sir,  I  beg  to  advert  to  a  very  cruel  and 
unfeeling  account  that  has  lately  been  publiihed  by  his  Ma* 
jtfty*s  Nliniflers,  purporting  to  be  a  difpatch  from  the  Go* 
i«rnment  of  .Ceylon,  and  giving  an  account  of  the  niMT^ber 
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of  ottrgarrifoil  at  Candy.  This  letter,  Sir,  is  an  atteaipt  to 
account  for  the  final  difafters  of  this  war,  and  which  reft  eli*' 
tirely  with  the  Governor,  by  infinuations  the  moft  fatal  to 
the  honour  aod  chara^er  of  a  Brittfh  officer,  who  has  foushr^ 
and  who  has  pcrilbed  in  the  fervice  of  his  country ;  and  this^ 
Sir»  in  the  abfencc  of  any  fpecies  of  tefiimony  on  which  fuch 
infinuation  could  be  founded.  I  do  entreat  this  Houfe,  on 
behalf  of  the  charader  of  this  rood  unfortunate  ofEcer,  to 
secolleA  how  he  was  fituated ;  there  were  only  200  Brltilh 
tfocM>s,  160  of  thefe  were  fick  in  their  beds  ;  the  remaining 
•40  I  prefume  wer^not  very  healthy,  they  were  furrounded 
by  at  leaft  1 0^000  Candians,  they  were  cut  off  from  provt* 
fions,  and  they  were  60  miles  from  our  neareft  fettlement  1 
in-this  iituation  they  were  ordered  by  our  new  ally,  the  firft 
Adigar»  to  lay  down  thetr  arms,  and  they  were  deferted  by 
the  Malays  in  our  fervice.  Does  any  nian  believe  il  to  be 
phyfically  poflible,  that  thefe  40  men  fo  unhappily  circum* 
Aanced,  could  have  cut  their  way  through  all  thefe  difficuU 
ties  i  Of  this,  at  leaft,  we  may  be  certain,  that  had  they  at* 
tempted  fo  to  do,  the  160  who  were  fiCk  would  have  been 
murdered.  I  contend  then,  that  if  in  the  abfence  of  all  tef- 
timony  refpeAing^  the  condud  of  this  unfortunate  oiGcer» 
we  allow  ourfelves  to  fpeculare  upon  his  motives;  we  are 
bound  in  goodnefs  to  believe,  that  he  was  influencetl  by  a 
very  natural  and  gener6ns  fympathy  for  this  great  majority 
of  his  fick  and  heiplefs  fcllow.foldi'ers,  and  that  in  a^ng  as 
he  did>  he  confulted  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  befl,  not 
for  himfelf  alone,  but  for  the  whole  garrifon  of  Candy.  Mr. 
Creevcy  concluded  by  moving  for 

*'  Copies  of  all  papers,  letters,  and  difpatches,  from  hia 
Majefty's  Governor  of  Ceylon,  to  the  Government  of  Candia 
in  that  ifland^  and  from  the  Candian  Government  to  hia 
Majefty's  Governor,  refpeding  the  caufe  or  origin  of  the  war 
in  Ceylon. 

<'  Copies  of  all  correfpondence  between  his  Majefty'sGo* 
vernor  of  Ceylon,  and  officers  commanding  his  Majefty'a 
troops  in  that  ifland,  during  ihe  war  in  Ceylon. 

**  Copies  of  all  treaties  entered  into  between  his  Majefly*a 
Governor  of  Ceylon  and  (he  Candian  Government, 

**  All  the  returns  bf  his  Majefty's  forces  in  Ceylon,  frooi 
the  firft  of  January  1803,  to  the  prefent  time.*' 

On  the  firft  motion  being  put, 

Lgnt  ChfiUrtrgh  (aid,  he  fliould  trouble  the  Houfe  with  as 
fe)v  words  as  poflible,  as,  when  the  papers  w'ere  laid  befora 
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file  Houfe^  they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  fornriog  an 
opinion  upon  the  Gibjed.  He  aflented  to  t^ie  general  prin- 
ciple»  that  when  a  war  was  entered  into  in  aViy  part  of  our 
^ colonial  pofleifionst  uniefs  Government  could  (late  fome  rea* 
fon  of  expediency  for  not  producing  fuch  information,  Parr 
liament  had  a.  right  to  poifefs  itfeJf  of  full  information  with 
rdjpcA  to  the  origin  and  caufes  of  that  war.  To  this  point 
the  prefcnt  motion  wei^t,  and  fo  far  he  had  no  objedidn  ^ 
but  be  fbould  certainly  obje£t  to  any  motion  which  went  to 
prodoce  information  as  to  the  (late  of  our  force  in  Ceylon^ 
as  tbat  would  be  (hewing  the  enemy  the  number  of  troops 
we  had  in  the  iHand  to  defend  it,  and  might  tend  to  invire  an 
attack.  It  might  be  alfo  inexpedient  to  difclofe  the  (late  of 
any  pegociation  carrying  on  in  the  ifland  by  the  Govertitn*, 
He  only  wi(h€d  that  no  prejudicial  impreflion  might  remain 
in  (he  miods  of  Gentlemen.  The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Crcevey)  had  ftated  the  war  to  have  originated  in  adiTpute 
about  property  to  the  amount  of  only  300!.  but  the  value 
was  of  little  confequence ;  the  Candian  '^C^vertiment  hacf 
long  deroonRrated  an  hodile  mind  towards  tjs«' and  the  de« 
tention  of  property,  aboik  which  rhe  firft  difpotc  took  place, 
W4S  only  one  of  the  fymptoms  of  that  hoftile  dirpofition. 
The  form  of  the  motion  was,  he  faid,  not  jiccurate,  as  Cey«.* 
bn'foniKd  no  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, but  was  annexed  to  the  Crown  ;  he  had  therefore 
ftatned  a  motion  which  he  wouM  make,'if  thd  hon.  GentleV 
m%n  would  confent  to  withdraw,  hi^.  Hp  concluded  by  reat!-^ 
ing  his  motion,  **  That  ^n  humble  adUirers  be"  prefepted  lo, 
hif  Majefty»  praying' that  hrs  Majcfly  would  be  gracioufly^ 
pieafed  to  order  to  be  laid*  before  the  Rou(b,:copies  or  ex* 
tmds  of  fuch  letters  and  papers  as  had  been  deceived  from 
the  hon.  Frederic  North,  Governor  of  Ceylon,  relative  to^ 
the  caufes  of  the  hoftilittcs  w^hich  h^d  t^ken  place  between 
his  Majefty's  Government  atid*  the  King'bf  Candy." 

Mr.  Creevey  having confented  to  withdraw  hi^  motion,  that* 
of  Lord  Cattlereagh  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Creevey  then  moved  for  copies  of  all  difpatches  and* 
letters  from  the  Governor  of  Ceylon  to  the  '£riti(h  ofEcers 
employed  there,  and  from  the  latter  to  the  former. 

Lord  Cojilereagh  objected  to  this  motion,  as  calling  for  in- 
formation which  it  Would  be  inexpedient  to  proiluce  at  pre- 
fcnt, and  therefore  moved  the  previous  qd^dion. 

Mr.  Fox  was  ottetly  aftonlflied  at  tht  language  held  by 
tile  noble  Lord  as  to  the  production  of  this  paper.     The 
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nobJc  Itordbad  afTerted  that  tbe  time  would  cotne.wben  n9 
objc^ion  could  c^ift  to  tbe  produdion  of  the  papei- ;  buit 
had  he  afforded  any  argument  againft  its  produdioo  ax  th^ 
prefcnt  moment  i  Had  he  offered  a  fingle  reaCuD  to  prove 
that  tlie  prefent  tit^e  w^  not  the  fit  momeot  for  its  heiog 
laid  before  Parliament  ?  Was  it  a  maiter  i^ndeferving  of 
,  inftant  inquiry,  that  a  part  of  outi:  forqe  in  Ceylon  ha^  fuf- 
fained  not  oply  difs^fter  but  difgrace  ;  that  blame  b;d  been 
thrown  oq  th^  condtiji  of  the  officer  who  commanded  that 
party  of  troops  by  tbe  Gpvet^or  of  the  feitlement  ;  and  ihi.t 
90  docuqnetit  vras  before  Parliament,  tp  epable  them  to  afcer*^ 
U.in  wl^tbeic  ^^^b  an  imputatiufi  was  or  was  not  v^eil 
fouh^fd  ?  (ie  could  not  conceive  a  ftronger  ground  of  par* 
liam^Ojary  inquiry  than  that  laid  down  by  h;s  hon*  Friend. 
It  1^1^  really  extraordinary  to  hear  Minifters  refiflipg  the 
prbdudioo  oJF  information  on  a  fubjed.  where  the  neceiOty 
of  information  wai^  admitted,  by  evei;y  deTcripiiop  of  ixian* 
i;ind  who  chofe  fpr  a  n^oment  to  exercife  tbeir  judgment.  I£ 
this  was  not  ih^  inoment  for  inqiiiry,  be  wilhed.  to  l^now 
when  that  moment  wopld  arcive  ?  Did  the  nohl,9  Lopd  xneaii, 
to  (ay  tbat  no  inquiry  Ihouid  be  made  till  the  conclufion  pC 
I'^e  vrar  ?  If  that  was  to  be  the  caie,  the  grand  object  of  the 
S(^otipn  would  bp  loA^  Nothing  could  then,  be  gained  btxt  ih^ 
j^tinifliment  o£  tbe  criminal  party.  But  t,he  great  obje£l  was. 
IQ, prevent  the  pontinuaoce  of  ei(i(ling  difaflers.  Viewing^ 
thf  morlotx  03  foynded.  pn,  the  qleare0  grounds^  it  ha^  hi^  cor-^ 
dial  fupporf. 

General  M^itlani  \\ion^K  tha^t  thjp  hon.  Member  wjbp  fpoke, 
laft  had  ppt  ^illy  updejrftood  ih^  fotceof  (he  npble  Lord's  ob- 
fervatiopiu  To  him  it  appeared,  that  fji;om  the  nobje  Lord's, 
i^atement  the  prpduflion  of  the  paper  in  queftiop,  wopid  be. 
attended  wjth  inco^veniepce,  ap.d  this  w^as  a  (air  p^rli^mtn* 
•fty  groupd  for'reftjfing  its  prc)du£l;ion.  If  thc.(^aie  of  Ccy-, 
Ion  was  fuch  as  the  hpn.  Mpver  d^fcribed  it*  he  thought  that 
tbe  papei;  relative  to  this  inaiter  oi;ght  not  to  bp  produced. 
It  could  only  have  the  cffeft  of  conveying  dangerous  ipform* 
alioii  to  the  enemy.  The  fiift  paper  con,tain.ed  every  thing 
now  wanted.  A  time  fof  the  produ^ipn  of  ihc. others  with- 
out inconvenience  wpifFd  arrive,  ajid,  he  trufled  that  this  pe- 
riod was  not  very  remote. 

Mr.  G,  Johrtflone  was  of  opiniop  iha.i  any  argument  drawa 
from  the  impolicy  (|f  giving  iuformation  to  the  enemy  was 
q.\riie4iiapplicable.    If  w^;^  louk.ed  to  ihq  {liua^tion  of  Ceylon, 
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it  wts  «v)deht  that  before  this  tim^,  the  wir  ihtift  hair^^cotne 
to  a  Cfifis.  .Our  troops  matt  either  have  prevailed*^  ot  been 
^irpdlifd  Trom  ibe  fettlement,  or  deftroyed.  Unde^  exifting 
icircutnftftices,  befides,  it  co^utd  HoX  be  conceived  for  a  ino- 
fnent  that  the  French  Govern metit  would  entertain  the  pio- 
]tSt  of  fending  fucha  body  of  troops  to  India  as  wouM  en- 
danger oiur  eaftern  poflefTions.  He  was^  therefore  dcicldedly 
for  the  inquiry.  The  noble  Lord  had  faid  that 'GoVertiment 
was  in  puileflion  of  very  fcanty  inforcnaiion.  This  was  a 
general  coQiplaint  againft  the  Governors  of  all  our  foreign 
pofleffions.  They  gave  ftich  unfati^fdAory  details  relative  to 
the  moft  rmportant  events,  that  neither  Parliameht  nor  the 
Public  wete  able  Ao  form  cofted  opinions  on  the  fubjeft. 
The  motion  was  catculated  to  piiocure  more  b^formation,  and 
ibe  bon.  Member  who  introduced  it,  deferved  the  thanks  of 
the  Houfe  and  the  Public.  He  was  entitled  to  thanks  both 
for  ti|e  Rioiion  and  the  ability  with  which  he  had  defend<k 
edit.  ,       - 

L$fi  CrtJUerearh^  if)  Explanation,  ftated,  that  Wheh  he  fpoke 
of  the  fcanry  information  of  Government,  he  only  alluded  to 
the  unfortunate  maflacre  of  the  garrifon  of  Candy. 

Sir  W.  Geary  fupporled  the  motion ;  and  Mr.  Wallace 
oppofed  it. 

€(imtl  Calcraft  Was'dftonilhed  at  the  argutnent  olt  an  hon. 
Genrra!  on  the  other  lide  of  the  HouFe.  1  bat  hon.  Gentle-* 
man  had  rcHfted  the  motion  on  a  ground  Which  hie  himfelf 
did  not  allow  \o  be  welt  founded.  His  argument  was^  that 
as  Ceylon  was  in  a  ftatte  of  weabncfs,  it  would  be  improper 
to  produce  documents  to  eftablifh  the  exiftfcnce  of  thi^  weak* 
nefs.  But  even  ^hilt  ufing  this  argument  he  had  denied  thtf 
txiftentedf  fhedife  on  which  it  w^s  founded^  He -himfelf 
was  decidedly  for  the  inquiry. 

General  MuifJ  ind  d^mtA  tha^  he  had  lifed  any  fuch  argu« 
dient  as  that  now  alluded  to. 

Lord  Henry  PtVy  dated  the  grotmds  of  his  vote  for  themo* 
ttoh.  He  was  aflonilhed  at  this  fort  of  argument  fet  up  by 
Minlfters  againft  the  liiotioo.  It  would  be  a  very  curioui- 
fort  of  argument  for  thofe  eotfufted  with  the  mansigement 
of  a  Atp  on  a  voyage,  when  a  propofiUdn  was  knade  to  ex« 
^mine  her  tioibers  or  general  Aate,  to  fay,  that  fuch  an  tn- 

Suiry  would  come  niuch  bettek*  after  the  veflel  got  in?o  p6rt. 
ui  this  was  precifcly  the  argument  of  Miniders  on  the  pre- 
fcnt  occafion.  His  Lord(hip  declared  that  he  doubted  much 
whether  there  exided  means  of  eiltdlually  carrying  on  with' 
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fucceb  the  war  in  Ceylon ;  and  furely  it  wasal  leaft  prudent 
to  inquire  into  thefe  means  before  a  refolution  was  taken  to 
protra^  fo  arduous  a  coated.  He  had  heard  a  rMmour»  -that 
the  Governor  General  of  India  had  determined  to  attempt 
the  conqueft  of  Candy  ;  and  that  ten  thoufand  men  were  to 
be  fent  from  the  continent  of  India  for  that  purpofe.  It 
behoved  the  Houfe  to  know  the  grounds  of  the  war  and  the 
probability  of  fuccefs,  before  the  lives  of  fo  many  brave  men 
were  idly  facrigced.  He  was  tiierefore  decidedly  in  favour 
of  tnqijiry. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequir  declared*  thai  Government 
was  in  poflcflion  of  no  information  a^  to  any  great  expedi* 
tion  to  Ceylon.  He  thought  the  firft  paper  fufficient  for 
every  purpofe  of  information^  and  conceived  that  the  ptoduc« 
tion  of  the  others  would  be  attended  with  great  inconve-^ ' 
9ience. 

.  The  queftioQ  was  then  loudly  called  for^  and  the  Houfis 
divided. 

For  the  original  motion        47 
For  the  previous  queftion  .    70 — Majority  23* 
Mr.  Creevey's  other  motions  were  then  put,  and  nega* 
lived. 

MAHRATTA  WAR. 

Mr.  Francis  moved,  that  the  35th  claufc  of  the  2'«h  of  the 
King  (houid  be  read,  viz.  •*  "  Wheieas  to  purfue  fchemc* 
of  conqueft  and  extenfion  of  dominion  are  meafures  repug- 
nant to  the  wilh,  the  honour,  and  policy  of  tl.is  natron  ;  be 
it  enaftcd,  &c."  That  Gentleman  then  addrcfled  himfelf 
to  the  Speaker  to  the  following  efTeft : — In  moving  to 
have  this  claufe  now  read,  I  have  two  objcfte  in  view : 
iirft*  to  remind  the  Houfe  of  their  own  unanimous  refolu- 
.tion,  on  which  the  fubfequent  aft  of  Parliament  was  found- 
ed ;  and  then  to  fliew  that,  in  the  motion  which  I  pi-opofe 
to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  I  am  governed  by  that  refolution, 
and  aim  at  nothing  but  to  inforce  the  execution  of  that  law. 
In  this  purpofe,  and  on  this  ground,  I  hope  for  the  fupport 
and  concurrence  of  the  Houfe  ;  becaufc  1  do  not  believe  it 
will  be  aflferted  by  any  man,  that  it  is  very  right  to  pafs 
Jaws  for  the  better  government  of  a  diftant  dominion,  and 
very  wrong  to  inquire  whether  fuch  laws  are  obeyed  or  not. 
In  my  opinion  it  would  be  a  wifer  policy  and  a  fafer  prac* 
tice  not  to  make  any  laws,  than  to  fufFer  them  to  be  flighted 
with  impunity.  Habits  of  difobedience  ale  very  catching  ; 
and  they  are  the  more  dangerous  in  proportion  to  the  dtf* 
tance  ot  the  offending  parties,  and  to  the  facility  which 
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that  dlftsnce  gives  them,  to  conceal  or  difguife  their  tranfac* 
tions.  I  fiate  thefe  principles  geoeraUy,  as  a  rational 
ground  of  parliamentary  fufpkion  and  inquiry,  whenever  the 
governments  in  India  appear  to  be  engaged  in  meafures 
which  the  law  prohibits  ;  and  not  at  all  meaning  to  afirni* 
that  fuch  nieaitires,  wlien  they  are  thoroughly  examined^ 
nay  not  admit  of  a  fufficient  juftiHcation.  'i'he  buiinefs  and 
ducy  of  this  day  does  not  call  upon  me  to  accufe  any  man^ 
or  to  affirm  that  any  thing  deferving  the  ceniure  of  Parlia-> 
mtnt  has  been  done.  My  objeA  isi  to  inquire  ;  and  then, 
according  to  the  refuit  of  the  inquiry,  to  deiift  or  to  proceeds 
All  1  cooteud  for,  in  the  lirft  inftance,  is,  that  a  Britiih  go* 
vemor  who  commences  a  war  in  India,  \% prima  facU  doing 
that  wbidi  the  law  prohibits ;  that  his  own  a£t  ofitfeJf  puts 
htm  on  his  defence  ;  that  he  is  bound  to  juftify  on  the  cafe ; 
and  that,  until  he  has  fo  juRiiied  his  conduft,  the  prefump* 
tions  are  againft  him.  All  the  authorities  of  this  country 
have  united  with  one  voice  to  condemn  and  forbid  thecar* 
ryingon  war  in  India  for  any  purpofe  but  defence,  or  any 
ground  but  ncceflity.  I  need  not  tell  the  Houfe  that  the 
pradice  in  India  has  been  almoft  uniformly,  or  with  very 
fliort  exceptions,  direftly  oppofcd  to  the  prohibition;  While 
the  DircAors  of  tiie  India  Company  had  any  power,,  they 
certainly  laid  down  very  wife  principles,  and  gave  %ery 
proper  orders  on  this  fubjeft.  When  their  power  over  their 
own  governors  was.  found  to  be  infufficicnt,  the  Lcgiflatutv 
interpofed,  but,  as  it  appears  by  the  faAs,  with  no  more  fuc* 
cefsthan  the  Diredors.  Since  the  prohibitory  aft  pafled  iit 
nSJ,  I  appeal  to  the  Houfe  whether  we  have  heard  of  any 
thing  from  India  but  war  and  conqucft  ;  many  vid^ories,  and 
great  acquilitions,  with  only  now  and  then  a  fliort  interval 
of  repofe,  to  take  bjeath  and  begin  again.  There  is  another 
ground  of  prefumption  againft  the  neccflity  and  juftice  of 
thefe  wars,  which  feems  to  me  asftrong  and  conclufive,  a» 
any  prefumption  can  be  before  the  contraiy  is  proved ;  I 
roean.  Sir,  that  almoft  all  thefe  wars  are  fuppofed^to  Origi- 
nate in  a6ts  of  provocation  and  aggreiiion  committed  by  the. 
weak  againft  the  ftrong.  The  firength  of  any  ftngle  Indian 
ftate  at  any  time,  and  now  I  believe  of  all  of  them  put  to- 
gecher,  is  not  to  be  compared  to  the  military  power  and  re* 
tottrccs  of  the  Englifli.  i  do  not  fay  that  theie  nations  have 
n^  means  of  defence,  or  that  the  Mahra^.tas,  for  example, 
can  do  us^no  Inifchief ;  but  tliat,  conlidering  the  great  dlf..' 
parity  of  force,  it  requires  very  clear  evidence  to  make  it 
zicdiblc,  that  v^hercas  the  difpofition  of  ibe  Britilh  powcur 
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to  India  is  always,  if  pofltble,  to  preferve  the  peace,  and  U^ 
bcbiiistitd  with  what  we  poflefs,  this  excellent  dirpofitioit 
18 never  fuffered  to  prevail,  bccaufe  the  Indian  princes  are  fo 
reftiefs  and  unruSy,  that  we  cannot,  in  common  jidUce  to 
ourfelves,  refrain  trom  invading  tliem.    The  fable  fay^— i^ 
the  fierce,  rebellious  lamb,  would  never  fuiFer  the  iiiildi 
gentle,  moderate  wolf  to  be  quiet ;  //  it  wa$  net  yog^  it  was 
your  father.    Thefe  propofitions  may  be  true,  but  they  te- 
quire  fome  proof;  and,  when  the  proof  is  produced,  I  ihall 
deiire  it  always  to  be  obferved  and  remembered  that  the  evi« 
dente,  that  comes  before  us,  is  ixpartt.    We  hear  littk  or 
nothing  of  what  the  oppofite,  and  poffibly  the  iiijured  party- 
have  to  fay  for  theHif^lves.^-^Evcr  fince  I  have  known  any 
ihing  of  Indian  affairs,  I  Itave  found  that  the  prevailing; 
difeafe  of  our  Governments  there  has  been  a  rage  fbr  maka. 
ing  war*    The  ftrong  though  inefieAuai  remedies  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  applied  to  this  diforder,  are  u 
fufficient  proof  of  its  exiftencew    That  individuals  may  find 
tbeir  account  in  the  condu6t  of  fucb  Wart,  I  do  not  mean  to 
difpute.     But  I  deny  that  they  are  or  can  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  India  Company  or  the  nation^  particularly  in  the 
prefent  circumflanceft  of  the  Company's  afi=4irs.    In  thefe 
circumftanceSi  and  in  afiual  pofifeflion  of  half  the  PentnfuJa^ 
.  you  engage  in  a  new  war  with  the  Mahrattas,  the  fuccefs  of 
which  can  give  you  nothing  but  an  addition  of  territory^ 
which  you  cannot  keep  without  an  tntolerahie  inci^afe  of 
your  miiitary  eftablifhments,  and  a  perpetual  drain  of  ali 
your  reiburces,  of  men  as  well  as  nioitey,  and  which  you 
ought  not  to  keep  if  you  could.     Whether  the  Mahrattas 
have  united  in  defence  of  their  countiy,  or  to  carry  the  war 
Into  the  heart  of  our  bed  provinces,  as  they  have  done  in 
former  times^  or  \Vith  what  iofs  or  expence  our  fuccels 
^gainft  them  may  have  been  purchaled,  ate  qucflions  on 
which  we  are  utterly  in  the  dark.     By  public  report  alone 
we  are  informed,  that  a  war  of  great  extent  at  leaft^  and 
liable  to  many  important  confec]uences,  is  now  carrying  on 
in  India,  and  no  information  of  it  has  been  communicated 
to  Parliament.     Sir,  i  can  fafely  aflure  this  Houfe,  tliat  the 
Mahrattas,  though  nofcapable  of  meeting  us  in  the  field,  oi^ 
at  ali  likely  to  encounter  us  in  a  pitched  battle,  are  never- 
dielefs  very  well  able  to  do  us  a  gceat  deal  of  rnifduef.    In 
the  year  n7»,  th«r  prefidency  of  Bombay  received  and  gave 
their  protection  to  a  Mahfatta  fugitive,  called  Ragoba*  and 
OUiflcred  all  tlie  force  they  could  collc£t  to  efcort  him  back 
to  Pooaah,  and  to  make  themfelves  maflcrs  of  that  place.  If 
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Ibo  ^xpecUtion  bad  fucceeded,  I  da  not  doubt  that  the  perTaim    . 
who  wcTC  engaged  in  it,  would  have,  been  very  well  paid 
for  their  trouble.     The  event  was,  ibat  their  army  was  fiir^ 
roundedj  ilarved,  and  compelled  to  capitulate.     At  fop^ 
earlier  periods  of  the  hiftory  of  India,  4he  Mahratteafaav^ 
frequently  crofled  the  rivers  and  made  rapid  incurllon^  into 
the  upper  provinces  of  Bengal  and  Babar,  carrying  univerfai 
defolatton  with  them  wherever  they  went»  ruioii^  tbecoun* 
try,  and  makiAg  itimpoiUble  tacolleA  the  Tevenues.    I 
kaow  na  reafon,  why  they  may  not  ntiake  tlie  fame  attempts 
agaia*  and  with  the  fame  fuccefs«    With  fuch  bodies  of 
^orfe  as  they  can  collet  at  a  very  fhort  warning,  from  fifty 
to  a  buodred  thoufand  in  different  xjuarters,  they  may  pour 
iato  our  provinces,  overrun  and  lay  wafte  the  country,,  and 
then  make  their  retreat  with  the  fame  rapidity,  wtthoot  its 
being  poilible  for  us  either  to  meet  or  to  overtake  them.  Xhi& 
is  their  mode  of  making  .war«  and  it  has  always  fucceeded 
With  Uiem.    lliey  are  ihe  Tartars  of  India.    In  thcfe  cir- 
cumftances,  I  aflc,  is  it  proper  ornot  that  Parliament  fhould. 
know,  why  this  ■w.ut  was  undertaken,  for  what  purpofes  it 
bas  been.purfued,  and  with  what  fuccefs  it  has  been  attend* 
ed  ;  and  finally*  has  it  tlie  fanftton  and  approbation  of  the 
Court  of  DireSors,  and  of  his  Ma>efty's  Mioifters  f  I  can« 
not  believe  it  poi&ble.   If  it  fliould  be  ftated,  as  I  have  fome 
reafun  to  exped  it  may,  that  the  papers  to  which  thefe  mo* 
tions  allude,  have  not  in  fad  been  received  by  the  Court  of 
Dircfiors,  that  anfwer  n^uft  filence  me  fortbeprefcnt ;  but 
I  muft  fay  that,  ia  ainother  point  of  view,  it  will  be  very  un-> 
fatisfadory.     The  orders  given  by  Lord  Wellefley,  in. con- 
sequence of  vKhich  the  hoililities  began  upon  the  Malabar, 
coaft,  mud  have  been  dated  fome  time  in  June  or  early  ia 
July  laft.     I  beg  of  the  Houle  to  obferve  the  dates — we  are 
now  in  the  middle  of  March ;  fo  that  eight  months  and  a 
halfmuft  have  elapfed  fince  jthe  ordecs  were  given,  and  na 
information  received  at  home  on  that  fubjeA.     This  is  a 
r^fe,  whicU  the  a^  of  Parliao^ent  has  fosefeen  and  provided 
for.    The  words  of  the  law  are  that,  *^  in  all  cafes,  where* 
hoililities  ihall  b/e  commenced  or  treaty  made,  the  Go* 
Tcrnor  General  and  Council  fiiall,  iy  %ht  tnoji  expeditious 
^ntans  they  can  devlfty  communicate  the  fame  to-the  Couvt 
(ji*  Directors,  U>getber  with  a  full  ftatement  of  tlie  informa* 
lion  and  intelligence  upon  which  they  (hall  have  commenc-^ 
ed  fuch  hoftilicies  or  made  fuch  treaties,  and  their  motivesi 
and  realons  for  the  fai^ie  at  largo."    Until  it  (hall  appear  vaCe 
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evidence  that  this  delay  of  information  dtredly  from  Lord 
Welleilcy  is  not  owing  Sx>  any  negled  or  omiflion  on  hts 
P4rt,  1  am  bound  to  prefume  that  there  is  a  fault  fomewliere. 
Suppbfing  the  meafures  in  queftion  ihould  appear^  upon  in- 
quiry^^to  deferve  cenfure,  that  caufe  of  ceniure  nrill  be 
greatly* aggravated  by  the  ne|led  of  fending  heme  timely 
laforinationr  on  tlie  whoie  fubjeA. — I  am  not%abIe  to  fore«> 
fee  what  fort  of  •obje6tioQS  can  be  ilaled  to  the  nK)tionsfor 
papers,  with<whrcal  meaato  conclude;  I  rather  hope  fur 
th«  acquiefceiice  of 4he' noble'  L;ord  otk  the  other  fide.  At 
aH  events,  I  hope  and  cxpe£i  that  perfonal  charader,  or  the 

Crfooal  confidence^ due  to  My  man,  will  not  be  alleged  ii» 
r  <to  this  inquiry*  JVt  prefent  there  is  no  charge,  and. 
thcipe  mighL tabe  no  defence;  If  I  have  (aid  fuffictent  ground 
lor  inqoiry;  we  are  bound  to  inquire.  If  crimination  (hould 
follow,  it  ntuft  beanfwered,  not  by  charaftcr,  but  by  proof. 
When  an  inquiry  was  moved  for  in  this  Houfe,  in  the  year 
11^1 ,  into  the  caufes  of  the  iirft  war  with  Tippoo  Sultan, iio 
man's  reputation  flood  higher  in  the  eftimation  of  the  public 
than  that  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  But  I  do  not  remember  that 
any  oppofition  to  the  inqairy  was  fet  up  on  the  fcure  of  bis 
perfona^  charaiSer,  though  none  was  more  generally  re* 
ipcAed.  On  the  contrary,  his  Majefty's  Minifters  met  the 
inquiry  fairly,  and  thought  they  could  not  defend  his  con- 
duct- better  than  by  giving  us  all  the  information  they  pof» 
feShL  I  hope  and  cxpe£t  that  the  noble  Lord,  now  at  the 
bead  of  tbe  India  department,  will  follow  that  example. 
He  profeiTes  to  invite  and  encourage  a  free  diicuffiun  of  all 
Indian  queftions.  If  *not,  and  if  the  motion^  with  which  ( 
am  now  about  to  conclude,  (hould  be  refiAed,  I  tiunk  the 
Uoufe  will  be  reduced  to  one  of  thefe  two  conclufions  ; 
either  that  there  isfomethingin  the  peifonal  merits  of  Lord 
Weliefley,  which  entitles  him  to  greater  confidence  than 
was  thought  due  to  Lord  Cornwall  is  ;  or  that  there  has 
been  fomething  in  his  conduA,  to  which  no  other  defence 
can  be  applied  but  a  favourable  opinion  of  his  charafler.'  I 
move  you.  Sir,' 

♦*  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  copies  or  extraAs 
of  all  difpcitches  received  from  the  Governor  General  of 
Bengal,  or  from  the  prefidencies  of  Fort  St.  George  and 
Bombay,  as  far  as  fuch  difpatches  relate  to  or  account  fur 
boftilities,  now  or  lately  fubfifting  between  the  faid  Govern- 
ments  and  any  of  the  Mahratta  princes  or  Hates  ;  with  the 
dates  of  the  receipt  of  fuch  difpatches. 
'-  •  "Copies 
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*«  Copies  or  extrafis  of  all  the  corre(])ondenc<f  between 
the  faid  Governments  and  any  of  the  Mahratta  princes  or 
ftates,  relative  to  the  faid  hollilities.  ..    ;   . 

**  Copies  or  extrads  of  ail  orders  or  tnftr^ioiis  fent  to 
India  by  the  Court  of  Diredors  of  the  Eaft  Ifldta  Compaojr^  ' 
on  the  fame  fubject." 

On  the  queftion  being  put  from  the  chain  . 

LordCaftlereaghro^e.  He  exprefled  his.  approbation  of 
the  candid  manner  in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  in* 
troduced  his  motion,  and  joined  iiTue  compicxrly^with.him 
in  regard  to  the  general  principle,  that  thecaulib  iof  the  was 
is  a  very  proper  fubject  of  parliamentary  iiiquijQ^.  •indO'* 
pendent  of  the  acts,  he  was  ready,  his  Lordihip  laid,  to  ad- 
roit the  propriety  of  an  inquiry,  boih  as  a  matter  tif  policy 
and  jufttce.  But  the  queftion  now  was,  whether  fucb  an 
inquiry  coold  be  fafely  made  ia  the-prefent.cir^umftances  1 
and  here  he  differed,  his  Lordihip  iaid»  v^ry  iQateriaiiy* 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman.  Independently  of  the  difad- 
vantages  that  might  arife  firom  iuch*  an  invcftigatioo*  during 
a  warnot  yet  terminated,  on  which  he  ;waa  not  difpofed 
to  lay  very  great  ftrefs,  he  had  ftronger  and  very  .oftenfible 
reafons  for  objecting  to  the  motion.  The  Government 
were  not  in  pofieilion  of  the  circumftances  that  preceded 
the  rupture ;  and  therefore  any  inveftigation  of  the  kind 
propofed  by  the  prefent  motion,  muft  neceflarily  terminate 
unfatisfactorily,  and  to  the  obvious  prejudice  of  the  noble 
Lord  (Wellefley>  to  whom  the  government  of  India  wat 
entrufted.  Without  having  information  as  to  all  the  cir- 
cumftances that  led  to  the  war,  it  would  be  impoflible  to 
form  a  proper  eftimate  of  the  cafe,  or  to  do  any  juftice  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Governor  General.  The  Houfe  mutt 
wait,  therefore,  till  the  neceffary  communications  be  re- 
ceived by  his  Majefty's  Government.  Such  a  communica- 
tion was  foon  to  be  expected.  That  it  fhould  have  been 
made  fooner  was  impoffibic,  from  the  date  at  which  the  war 
took  place*  It  had  been  faid,  that  the  war  commenced  in 
the  beginning  of  June,  but  inftead  of  this  it  was  not  till  the 
tth  of  Auguft  that  hoftllities  took  place.  The  communica- 
tions between  the  Myfore  and  Poonah  could  not  be  effected 
in  lefs  than  a  month,  and  the  lateft  communications  re- 
ceived from  Madras  were  of  the  firft  of  September ;  th^re 
muft  be  many  documents  therefore,  in  regard  to  the  preli- 
minaries, of  which  Government  could  not  be  in.pofleffion, 
and  which  vyere  ahfolutely,  neceffary  to  dp  juftice  to  the 
noble  Lord's  conduct.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  principle. 
Vol.  II.  i«03-4*  M  but 
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|»ut  ll#  nm  ml  abl6  al  prerent  t&  comply  with  thp  motion'. 
.|j[ev.w«sinQft4y«  however^  bis  Lordihip  faid,  as  Toqa;  as  Go^ 
yeroinent  fliould  be  in  pofleflion  of  ihe  neceflary  docu- 
.OiefitS9  not  on^  to  comply  with  the  motion,  but  even  tc^ 
'tpprixe^e  bmi.  GcBttcBianas  fooo  as  fuch  difpatches  were 
.jcctitrcdw 

Mr.  yohnjkm  was  of  oproiom  tba»,  thougb  die  war'  might 
not  bays  commenced  till  the  period  ftated  by  the  noble  Lord^ 
jret  thit  there  mnft  neceflarily  be  many  circumAances  pre- 
moaa  toopen  boftiliiies  whkh  ooght  to  have  been  communi- 
•tied  to  Goterimient.    It  was  not  to  the  6thof  Aiiguft  only 
that  be  wttbed  to  hiok  back,  hot  to  trace  the  war  to  its  Tource. 
Vrom  the  moment  that  orders  had  been  given  to  march  the 
troops  from  the  Myfore,  the  commencement  of  the  war  waa 
Mrtattnty  to  be  d^cd.    The  very  march  of  that  army,  he 
iMvld  infifty  was  againft  the  afis  an^  refohit  ions  of  the  Hou  fe 
as  much  as  any  event  on  the  6th  of  Augnft*    Ibe  moment 
Lord  Wellefley  iifiied  thole  ordlers  to  his  army,  he  oeght  to 
Ibve  fetit  difpatches  to  this  country,  ftacing  his  reafons  foi 
fiich  niearures.    But  he  was  apprthenfive  there  was  too  fre- 
ouentiy  a  fuppreffon  of  documents.    All  the  proceedings  of 
tne  Government  of  India  ooght  to  ^ear  on  the  recor£  of 
the  Company,  and  be  regularly  tranfmitted  to  this  country. 
Were  this  the  cafe,  we  firouldat  ali  times  have  the  fuUeil  in- 
formation.    He  was  afraid  that  the  war  had  originated  ia 
ag|reflion  on  our  part,  and  was  owing  to  that  fpfrit  of  am- 
biiion  that  had  been  too  prevalent  in  India,  and  which  par- 
ticularly had  charaderized  the  government  of  the  noble  Lonh 
But,  whatever  be  the  ifltieof  the  war^  he  contended  it  miift 
be  difalhous  in  ils  confequences.    If  attended  with,  fuccefs, 
our  empire  in  Fndia  muft  be  as  ?arge  as  the  two  Peninfulas*. 
and  comequently  ready  to  fail  to  pieces  by  its  own  weight,. 
But]^  (hould  we  be  defeated  in  our  attempts  at  aggrandize* 
mem,  the  mod  probable  confequeiice  was,  that  we  Ihould 
be  turned  out  of  India,  and  a  period  put  at  once  to  our  em-  ' 
pire.     Here  the  hon.  Gentleman  infifted  on  the  power  and* 
influence  of  the  Mahrattas.     In  our  former  wars  in  India, 
our  refources  had  been  derived  from  the  revenues  of  Bengal,, 
whicl'i  always  remained  untouched :  btu  here  the  cafe  was  ex* 
Uetn^ly  dificrent.    The  revenues  of  Bengal  would,  be  immc-^ 
diately  af&ded  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  defeat,  or  in  cafe,  which, 
was  not  a^  ail  impr<^able>  of  the  enemy  laying  waile  the 
.country,  the  confequences  might  be  &tal.    The  prefent  cafe 
lefembleci,  iQ^fotjie  degree  perhaps,  thai  of  the  Carnaiio* 
'         .  '  the 
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The  dirpatcties  to  winch  <he^nobte  l^ord  stltudefl,- and  fcr 
which  he  delires  us  to  wait,  may  in  all  probability  cbhtatn 
nothin||.  Such  was  tlTe  cafe  in  ihe  <lirpat^es  iVomlldrd 
Clive«  m  regard  to  the  Carnage.  '' '   * 

ZfirJ  QifiUrtiiglf  was  Tcady  to  admit  (he  ia|{K)rtaAce  of  Ae 
commuaications  in  regard  to  the  caures  of  the  war ;  b'tit  the 
eodalfoof  the  correipondence  was  certainljr  equally  tmixfir- 
tant,  and  abToIutely  neceflary  ctfher  to  juftify  or  conobmn  Ike 
coBdu£t  o(  ifae  Governor  General  in  his  cooimencem^nt  bf 
iurfWitics.  ? 

Mr.  Francis  thought  that  rearons  might  have'be^sl)  IdfigiifiA 
by  ihe  Governor  General  for  the  ifTue  of  his  orders  to  the 
troops  to  marcb»  which  had  happened  two  «xonths  pfevickji 
to  the  period  alluded  to  1>y  the  noble  Lord.  He  tKras  wfllmg, 
however,  to  rely  on  the  engagement  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
ulen  OB  iiimielf,  to  apprize  tinn  of  thefirfl  arrival  of  the 
fleceflary  difpatches,  and  J>egged  leave  therefore  at  prefent  to 
withdraw  his  motion. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  being  di^oled  of,  Ac  Houie 
adljourned  till  ihe  next  day« 

HOUSE   OF  LORT5K- 

THUa,fiOAY»  AlAUCH  If. 

Heatd  counfel  on  Lady  Mary  Fit^raM's  daim  t«  ibe 
Rofs  peerage  ;  to  be  ftrrther  heard  on  Tuefday  -next. 

A  con^erfarion  eofued  on  the  Iriih  deacoos*  and  priefis* 
Ml,  hi  which  Lord  Cllenbordugh,  the  Bifliops  of  St.  Alaphp 
Ferns,  jmd  Hereford,  and  the  Lord  ChaneoUort  fpoke»  after 
which  the  Mi  was  ordered  to^exrominitted  on  ThiKlchgrciesU 
Adjooradd. 


HUUSE    QF    COMMONS. 

THUStlDAVy   MARCH  tf. 

The  amendoieiits  made  fcy  the  Lords,*  in  ^  biB  for  im* 
pronoeibe  port  of  London,  were  agreed  to,  and  Sir  J.  W; 
Aodedon  was  ordered  to  cairy  it.  thus  armored,  to  the  Houfir 
trfUids. 

Wiiea  the  order  of  ihe  day  witsisead,  for  tjhe  Second  read^ 
iog  of  the  Cnoydon  canal  bilU 

Mn  Howard  movedp  <<Thit  the  bill  i^e  read  »  fccuatf 
^ on  Uie  ivi^oi  April  ne^t." 
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Mr.  Jolliffemoved,  as  an  amendment^  ** That  it  be  read  a 
fecond  limc  this  day  lix  months." 

Mr,  How^trd  cXprtffed  his  furprifc  at  the  amendment, 
Mrhich  went  to  throw  out  the  bill  completely  ;  more  particu- 
larly as  it  afFe£ted  an  obje£l  of  confiderablc  importance  to  the 
inis^nil,  trade  of  the  country.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
propbfed.  this  amendment  had  not  thought  proper  to  (late  a 
iingte  re^roii  in  fupport  of  his  motion,  yet  called  upon  the 
JHoufe  to  agree  to  a  vote  which  would  deftroy  the  property 
already  embarked  in  the  undertaking,  and  fnpprefs  the  fpi- 
rlt  of  ^laudable  enterprife  in  the  internal  commerce  of 
the  country,  which  had  fo  eilcntially  contributed  to  its  prof- 
perity. 

*  L9rJ  IVm.  Rifjfell  referred  to  the  ftatemeiit  which  was  theii 
before  the  Houfe,  in  which  it  was  mentioned  that  800, cool. 
"was  requiftte  tor  the  purpofe'of  cafrying  the  plan  intoexe* 
cution  \  and  out  of  this  futxit  i2o^oo<3l.  only  had  been  fub- 
fcribed.  1 

Mr,  Swners  Cocks  declared^  that  he  thought  the  provifions 
of  the  bill  would  militate  againft  all  principles  of  juftice  and 
refped  to  property.  If  he  was  not  mifinformed  too,  the 
"weaknefs  of  the  party  who  framed  the  bill,  was  manifefted 
by  the  introdudlion  of  a  cjaufe  which  dated*  that  the  canal 
Ihould  not  be  carried  further  than  Croydon,  until  more 
money  was  fubfcri bed.  If  the  bill  was  calculated  to  pro* 
mote  any  real  and  fubftaptial  public  benefit,  even  though  it 
Ihould  be  againft  his  pwn  intercft  in  fome  degree  or  that  qf 
hisfamily*  he  declared  that  he  would  give  it  his  fupport. 
But,  really,  he  thought  the  Hoqfe  was  of  late  giving  way 
to  a  fad  pra(3ice,  in  allowing  canals  to  be  carried  on  with- 
out any  reafonable  ground  to  acknowledge  their  utility,  or 
any  probable  appearance  of  public  advantage.  It  was  a  mif- 
chievous  idea  to  encourage  the  fchemes  of  a  fet  of  adventu^ 
rers  poflefling  no  money  in  comparifon  to  the  magnitude  of 
theobjedl  in  the  purfuit  of  which  they  were  erigagcd.  He 
was  confident  alfo  that  the* pre(ent  tneafure  had  no  fupport 
from  the  pcrfons  of  landed  property  near  whofe  eftates  fhe 
capal  WIS  (icljgned  to  run. 

JIfjf.  fJurJl  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  on  the  12th  of  April,  upen  the  principlfey  that  no  evi- 
dence was  befpre  the  Houfe  to  ipduce  them»to  negative  the 
motion, 

.  Sir  J.  Jl'^,  4^Arfofi  ohfervei,  that  as  treafurer  of  the  firft 
charitable  inftitution  in  the  world,*  Chrift's  Hofpital,  he  had 

•  '  been 
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been  inftrufied   to  vote*  againft.  the  bill»  wiyichj  were  it 
agreed  to,  lyould  materially  injure  their  property. 

Mr  Joiliffc's  amrn.iment  was  agreed  to,  ana  the  bill  was 
cofifequently  *»Krovvn  out. 

The  Exchequer  bills  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

lifr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  o£  the  Committees 
appoin;ed  to  prepare  eftimates  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of 
the  militia  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and  alfo  the  re« 
port  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  eftimate  the  allowances 
to  be  made  to  adjutants  and  ferjeant  majors  of  militia*  Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Leave  wa^  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  increafing  the  allow- 
ances to  innkerpers  on  the  billeting  of  foldiers. 

Mr.  Alexander  brougi)t  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
expiring  laws.  The  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  a  bill 
ordered  accord  ngly. 

The  neutral  (hips  bill  went  through  a  Committee,  The 
report  to  be. received  the  next  day. 

The  I ri(h  duties  bilU  the  Irifli  malt  bilU  and  the  IriQi 
eountervailing  duty  bill,  were  res^d  a  third  time,  andpafled^ 

Mr.  Pitt  gave  notice  that  on  Tuefday  next,  he  Iboald 
inove  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  aiKl  render  more 
effedual  the  acl  of  aft  fefllon  for  raifing  an  army  of  referve, 
and  for  rendering  that  army  more  fubfervicnt  to  the  recruit- 
ing of  the  regular  regiments.  He  wiihed  to  bring  forward  the 
motion  in  fuiiicient  time  to  allow  the  bill,  if  leave  (hould  be 
given  to  bring  it  in,  to  be  printedy  and  to  lie  over  for  con- 
Cderation  in  the  holidays. 

STATE    OF   OUR  NAVAL    FORCE. 

Mr.  Pitt  rofe  to  bring  forward  his  promifed  motion  on  the 
prefent  (late  of  the  naval  defence  of  the  country.  In  intro- 
ducing the  fubjed  to  the  Houfe,  he  fpoke  to  the  following 
purport : — As  I  have  reafon  to  believe.  Sir,  that  a  part  of 
the  information  refpe^ting  the  naval  defence  of  the  country, 
which  it  is  my  with  to  have  laid  before  the  Houfe,  is  not  likely 
to  be  refufed  bv  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion, in  the  firft  inftance,  to  occupy  your  time  by  any  detailed 
obfervations.  At  prefent,  I  (hall  content  myfelf  with  little 
more  than  opening  the  nature  of  the  information  which  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  ncceffiiry  ;  conceiving  it  to  be  underftood 
that,  if  objcAion  ihpukl  arife  to  the  produflion  of  fome  of 
the  papers  to  be  moved  for,  I  may  have  anopportunity  of  after- 
ward^ 
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mrards  more  fully  delivering  my  fcntimcnts  to  the  Houfe. 
Theobjed  of  the  (jrft  of  iVe  motions  which  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  fiibmit  is>  that  an  addrefs  tnay  be  prefented  to  his 
M^jcAy,  praying  that  his  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  give 
orders  for  laying  before  the  Houfe  ain  account  of  ^11  the 
ffaipsof  th^Jine,  fifty  gun  (hips»  frigates^  floops,  gun  brigSj 
ind  other  veifels  adually  in  commiflion  In  the  years  Ending 
Ac  31ft  of  December,  1793,  180T,  and  1803.    fiythcpro- 
duAion  of  this  account,  the  Houfe  wilt  be  enabled  to  fee 
"What  was  the  a£tual  achount  of  the  naval  defence  of  the 
country  at  the  end  of  the  firft  year  of  the  war  in  which  the 
country  is  now  engaged,  and  the  war  which  had  been  com* 
menced  in  17931  ^^^^^  f^^  diiFerent  circumftances.    I  do 
not  wifli  at  prefent  to  enter  into  any  detail  6f  the  afiuat 
ftate  of  our  naval  preparations  at  the  prefent  moment^  but 
it  is  not  furely  afking  too  much  to  call  for  documents  to  (hew' 
that  our  preparations  now  are  adequate  to  the  crifis  in  which' 
the  empire  is  placed.    The  queftion  now  is,  not  what  Was 
the  force  at  the  prefent  motnent,  and  the  force  at  the  origin 
ofthelaftwar.     The  point  for  the  Houfe  to  conflder  is, 
what  was  the  relative  danger  of  the  fituation  of  the  country 
tinder  different  circumftances  ;  what  were  the  exifting  means 
of  repelling  the  dangers  which  threatened;  what  was  the 
comparative  ufe  made  of  thefe  means  by  the  fervants  of  the 
Crown  ?     When  the  dangers  of  the  country  incicafe,  it  is 
not,  Sir,   furety,  requiring  any  thing  unnecelTary  to  fee  that 
the  fpecies  of  defence  adopted  by  Government  was  that 
which  was  mod  applicable  to  the  nature  of  thofe  dangers* 
There  is.  Sir,  one  defcription  of  force  which  ftrikes  almoll 
cytry  roan  as  that  to  which  it  was  moft  expei^ient  that  a  con- 
(iderable  addition  (hould  be  formed.     If  I  have  been  rightir 
informed,  it  was  not  before  the  beginningof  the  prefent  year, 
that  any  attempt  was  made  to  augment  the  fpecies  of  navat 
defence  now  referred  to.     When  the  nature  of  the  eneorvv's 
preparations  was  confidcred,  it  might  have  been  fuppoled 
that  the  great  objeA  of  the  exertions  of  the  Admiralty  would 
Jiave  been  to  augment  that  defcription  of  force  which  was 
mod  particularly  applicable  to  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  empire.     But  how.  Sir,  does  the  matter  appear  now  to 
be  placed  ?    U  is  not  before  the  beginning  of  January  that 
iany  contraA  is  entered  into  for  building  any  portion  of  this 
delcription  of  force,  and  then  only  2^  gun  velTeis  are  con* 
traded  for  by  the  Admiralty.    Of  thefe  veiTels  only  five  are 
to  be  completed  at  the  end  of  three  monihsy  and  the  remainder 
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OAl  before  th6  elcpiratioti  of  Dtnue  months  from  the  lime  the 
coatrad  was  fonxipd.  Nour,  Sir,  if  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
-was  cooVinced  of  the  neccflity  of  building  fuch  an  addiiionii 
puroher  of.  .veflTeU,  how  are  we  to  accauni  for  the  mode  in 
which  thecpnfra£l  is  to  be  carried  into  eife^  ?  U  there  ao"^ 
ibiAg  in  the  (late  of  our  information  as  to  the  preparations 
cf  the  enemy,  to  juftify  that  Board  ia  thinking  that  this  (f9* 
cies  of  force  will  not  be  wanted  at  as  earty  a  period  as  poQible^ 
ii»ith  the  view  of  repelling  iovaQoo  ?  Will  it  be  denied  that 
gs  far  as  relates  to  defeating  any  attempt  at  iiwafion,  thie 
very  defcriptioo  of  oaval  force  is  far  fuperior  to  any  other 
which  can  be  employed  ?  We  have  long  (ince  learnt  that  it 
b  the  objeft  oi^tbe  enemy  to  attempt  invaCon  with  light*  vef* 
felst  and  a  flotilla  which  can  only  be  fuccefisfuUy  refiiled  hf 
veffeU  of  a  fimilar  defcription.  On  what  princ^le  then  i$ 
ii  that  no  part  of  thefe  23  gun  brigs  are  to  be  completed  tA 
iefs  than  three  months;  and  that  with  tbe  eau;pption  of  five^ 
00  Iefs  than  nine  months  are  to  elapfe  before  a  defcription 
of  force  fo  elTential  is  brought  into  a^ivity }  H  the  papera 
relative  to  this  fubje^l  are  laid  on  the'  table  of  the  Houle,  it 
will  then  be  for  Members  to  fee  on  what  grounds  it  was  that 
fuch  a  plan  was  not  fooner  adopted;  and  if  it  was  confideretf 
neccflary^  upon  what  grounds  it  was  that  it  was  not  to  bexar* 
ried  into  ttkd  with  the  lead  poflible  delay.  Even  in  t\\^ 
month  of  Auguft  lad^  when  meafures  of  vigorous  prepare^ 
lion  b^#n  to  be  adopted  in  this  country ;  when  Minifters»  ]4» 
common  wifh  the  public  at  large,  faw  that  an  invafion  bf 
means  of  a  flotilla  was  threatened  ;  when  they  heard  of  the 
different  pares  of  this  fleet  coUe^d  without  moleftaiiooy  in 
defiance  of  our  blockading  fi^uadroxis  ;  when  from  two  or 
three  hundred  v.efltlst  the  force  of  the  enemy  in  the  port  of 
Boulogne  alpne,  was  increafed*  Unce  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, to  upwards  of  a  thoufand  veflels ;  when  it  wasknawa 
that  this  immenfe  collection  of  vcflels  was  independeat  of  the 
force  allembled  in  Plu(hing»  in  tbe  Texei,  in  HelvoetQuys,. 
in  Breft,  or  othf  r  ports  on  the  coaft  of  France ;  when,  in  tbfi- 
courfe  of  the  time  which  had  (Ince  elapfed«  Government  had" 
induflrioufly  circulated  an  r.pinion  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
tiy,  that  an  attempt  of  the  enemy  might  be  expe£^ed  fro«i' 
^y  to  day  ;  when  it  was  allowed  that  the  delay  in  the.eiyecu^ 
tiiin  of  the  loag  thi^ateseda-tempt  arofe  merely  ffom  the- 
somenfe  fcaleof  the  enemy's  prepa^tions,  a  fcale  of  pre* 
parations  indeed  not  even  apprehended  iti  imgg:i2tation  at  the 
•eigin  of  the  war  :  whea^u  thcfc  circumllauces  were  deiibe* 
tajfjly  compare^A  banut  exriaordinary  ihad  the  fio^d  yf 
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Admiralty  did  not  fooner  think  of  fome  means  of  meeting 
the  force  of  the  enemy  with  fuitable  means  of  prote^ion 
againft  attack  ?  But  it  is  not  only  an  the  general  augmen- 
tation of  the  enemy's  force  in  Boulogne  that  I  would  on  the 
prefent  occafion  teft  my  argument.  The  izQ,  is,  I  believe, 
Sify  that  there  is  every  rea fen  to  think,  that  in  addition  to 
the  immenfe  collefiion  of  light  velfels  in  the  ha i hour  oC 
Boulogne,  the  enemy  have  at  this  moment  in  the  fame  port 
one  hundred  and  fifty  (lout  gun  velFcls,  to  be  employed  in  the 
protedion  of  the  lefs  formidable  flotilla.  If  there  is  one  Tub- 
jeft  worthy  of  the  grave  and  deliberate  conHderation  of  Par- 
liament, it  is  certainly  the  fubjed  to  which  I  am  now  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Houfc.  If  Miuiftcrs  have  repeatedly 
declared  to  Parliament  and  the  public,  that  the  period  was 
daily  anticipated,  when  the  exertions  of  all  orders  of  the  ftate 
would  be  neceflary  to  repel  a  defperate  attempt  of  the  enemy  ; 
if  it  was  declared,  in  the  moft  explicit  terms,  that  a  coniliA 
of  the  fevered  nature  was  to  be  expeded  even  on  our  own 
foil ;  was  it  not.  Sir,  natural  to  exped  that  the  defcription 
of  force  moft  adapted  to  meet  the  threatened  attempt  would 
be  completed  with  the  greateft  expedition  ?  Are  the  Houfe 
to  acquiefce  in  the  propriety  of  fuch  extraordinary  delay  in» 
dependent  of  all  information  i  Are  they  at  once  to  fuppofe 
that  the  additional  number  of  23  veflels  was  neceffary,  and 
that  nine  months  are  to  elapfe  before  they  are  to  be  ready  to 
be  brought  into  the  fervice,  at  a  moment  when  no  fpecies  of 
naVal  defence  was  fo  eflential  to  the  fafety  of  the  empire  I 
An  additional  reafon  for  my  wifliing  to  prefs  an  inquiry  into 
this  part  of  the  fubjed  is,  the  recolleftion  of  what  was  done 
on  occafions  of  a  nature  in  fome  degree  fimilar  to  the  prefent 
during  the  late  war,  though  certainly  in  no  point  of  view 
equal  in  magnitude  of  intereft  or  national  danger.  I  can 
flatethen  from  pofitive  recoUedion  and  knowledge,  that  the 
exertions  made  in  three  different  years  of  the  laft  war,  when 
it  was  judged  neceflary  to  prepare  a  force  of  this  defcription, 
were  in  amount  much  greater,  and  much  more  expedition 
was  ufed  in  completing  it  than  at  the  prefent  unexampled 
crifis.  The  years  to  which  I  refer,  are  1794,  t797t  >nd 
1801,  previous  to  the  acceflion  of  the  prefent  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty to  power.  In  each  of  thofe  years  it  was  judged 
proper  to  have  a  number  of  gun  veflels  prepared,  and  a  con- 
tract was  accordingly  made  for  their  completion  within  a 
given  period.  As  far  a&  my  recolleAion  goes,  the  cont raft 
at  that  time  was  fo  formed,  that  a  certain  number  of  the 
vtflels  wete  to  be  completed  in  about  eight  or  ten  weeks. 
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TTicre  was  another  defcription  of  them  which  was  to  be  com- 
pleted in  fourteen  weeks,  and  this  was  the  longed  interval 
fuffered  after  the  contraA  was  accepted  by  the  Lt)rds  of  the 
Admirahy.  'The  fvftem  of  the  Admiralty  now,  however, 
profceedson  very  different  principles.  It  isadoiitted  that  the 
fitoation  of  the  country  at  prefent  is  much  more  dangerous 
than  in  any  of  the  years  to  which  I  have  juft  alluded ;  but 
with  the  admifltoD  of  this  danger,  and  of  the  propriety  of  an 
addiitonal  number  of  gun  veflels,  fix  months  are  to  be  fuf- 
fcred  to  pafs  over  before  even  the  number  of  23  can  be 
fini(hed.  Senfible  that  expedition  is  on  this  fubjeft  infinitely 
defirable,  and  that  not  a  day  otight  to  be  loft  in  accelerating 
the  a(flual  fcrvice  of  every  defcription  of  light  force,  it  i^  my 
objeft  that  an  account  of  the  orders  ifliied  by  the  Admiralty 
for  buildinj  thcfe  gun  veflels  fhould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
(jpecifying  the  terms  of  the  contraft,  and  the  time  agreed  on 
for  its  completion.  If  this  paper  is  produced,  I  fhall  fdel  it 
my  duty  on  a  future  day  to  move  that  an  addrefs  be  prefented 
to  his  M  jjefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  plea  fed  to  give 
orders  for  ufing  greater  expedition  in  augmenting  that  fpecies 
of  naval  force,  beft  calculated  for  meeting  and  refiding  any 
attack  of  the  enemy,  for  guartfjng  the  narrow  fcas,  and  for 
proteiling  the  coaftsof  the  co^jptry.  With  this  view  I  fliall 
fubmit  a  motion  to  the  Houff  for  a  copy  of  all  orders  iflTued 
.  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty  for  entering  into  any  contradk 
for  building  gun  veflels  in  the  years  1794*  I797»  1801,  1802, 
if  any  fuch  orders  wereifTucd  it^at  year,  and  in  1803,  the  force 
of  the  velfels  fo  contracted  for,  and  the  time  in  which  they 
were  to  be  ready  for  fervice.  By  the  produdion  of  this  paper 
the  Houfe  will  be  enabled  to  form  an  opinion  how  far  the 
conduct  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  has  correfponded  with 
the  magnitude  of  the  danger  to  which  the  empire  is  expofed^ 
and  to  judge  whether  the  fpecies  of  force  applicable  to  this 
immediate  danger  is  adequate  to  itspropofed  objed.  It  will 
not  be  denied  fhaf  this  view  of  the  fubjeft  is  highly  intereft-  - 
ing,  indcetrainly  takes  precedence  of  every  other  confide- 
ration.  B:Ut,  Sir,  there  is  another  view  of  the  fubjeft  of 
which  no  one  will  attempt  tod^ny  the  importance.  Wh^ 
we  refied  what  is  the  nature  of  the  war  in  which  thecountry 
is  now  engaged,  we  are  doubtlefs,  in  the  firft  inftance^  to 
look  forward  to  immediate  means  of  pi-oteflton.  But  we 
ihotild  be  but  injudtcioufly  difcharging  our  duty  if  we  dt4 
not  look  forward  to  the  a£lual  ftate  of  our  naval  eftablifll*?' 
ment  on  a  great  fcale.  The  prefer vation  of  the  country  it' 
Vol.  II.  l«03-4.  N  our 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f>  THE  PARUAMENTARY. REGISTER.  (C^iiifoKft, 

our  prUnary  objed»  but  we  have  before  us  other  mighty  ob- 
je&s  which*  though  remorer  are  not  for  that  reafon  X6  be 
difregj^rded.  The  prefent  is  a  war  in  which  we  conteiui  for 
all  that  is  dear  to  man  in  fpciety,  and  I  would  have  it 
clearly  iinderftood  th^t  it  is  a  war  of  which  I  cannot  allow 
myfelf  to  lofe  fight  of  the  idea,  that  it  may  be  a  conteft  of 
confiderable  duration.  In  ihts  view  we  have  to  condder  by 
what  means  our  naval  efiabliQiment  is  to  be  rendered  adequate 
not  only  to  the  great  druggie  which  may  enfue,  but  to  give  ua 
the  means  of  fupporting  our  naval  fupcriority  after  the  great 
Crifis  hsts  pafled  away.  It  is  not  for  ourfclves  alone  tliat  we  are 
now  called  on  to  coiltend.  Our  fleet  muft,  even  after  ali 
profped  of  immediate  danger  is  removed,  be  kept  on  that 
footing  which  may  enable  us  to  take  the  lead  in  any  great  eF-> 
fort  for  the  glory  not  of  this  country  alone,  but  in  defence 
of  the  liberties  and  the  independence  of  Europe  and  of  the 
world*  I  fl^all  not  now  enlarge  on  this  point*  but  I  muft  be 
permitted  to  fay,  that  the  exifting  (late  of  our  naval  efia* 
blifhment  is  a  lubjeft  the  interefting  nature  of  which  the 
Houfe  cannot  for  a  moment  hefitate  to  admit.  When  a  new 
war  was  entered  into,  and  when  there  was  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  war  woqld  be  one  offome  duration,  it  certainl^was 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  carefully  to  confider  what 
were  the  probable  aids  which  the  exigencies  of  tire  fervice 
might  require.  At  prefent  I  am  alluding  chiefly  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  fhips  now  actually  in  commiflion.  After  a 
war  which  continued  without  intermifiion  for  ten  years,  and 
in  the  courfe  of  wbich,the  fervices  of  the  navy  had  been 
equally  diilinguiflied  by  labour  and  gallantry,  it  was  na- 
turallv  to  be  expeded  that  a  ^number  of  fliips  were  in  a 
fituation  which  did  not  render  them  capable  of  being  em- 
ployed without  confiderable  repairs.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
,  laft  war  th^  number  of  Ihips  of  the  line  was  as  high  as  a 
hundred  and  twenty,  by  a  feries  of  the  utmoft  zeal,  activity 
and  fpirit  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty.  It  is  nut- 
now  my  objcft  to  call  for  any  explicit  account  of  the  nui^i- 
ber  of  (hips  at  prefent  in  commiflion,  but  when  I  Ivayc  ftated 
what  was  the  number  of  fhips  of  die  line  in  commiflion 
during  the  laft  war,  it  is  not  going  too  far  to  afk,  whether, 
after  that  war  had  continued  ten  years,  Minifliers,  on  the  con- 
cluiion  of  peace,  took  any  meafure  to  keep  up  this  formid- 
able naval  eftablifhment  ?  I  certainly  do  think  that  on  the 
cbnclulion  of  peace,  the  permanent  eftabtifhment  of  the 
navy  ought  to  have  been  an  objeA  of  the  deeped  intctcft, 
and  that  the  propriety  of  fupplying  fucceflive  augmentations 
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ihould  have  formed  a  matter  of  uniform  attention.  Ad«^ 
mitting  the  propriety  of  thus  fucceilivel^  augmenting  the 
navy*  there  are  two  modes  in  which  the  objeA  may  t^  ef«^ 
fcded.  The  one  is  by  building  in  his  Majefty's  dock-yarda» 
and  the  other  bycontrading  for  ihips  in  the  yards  of  private 
merchants.  From  the  hiftoi-y  of  the  navy  of  this  country, 
for  a  long  feries  of  years,  it  is  clear  that  the  mode  of  build* 
ing  ihips  of  the  line  in  the  yards  of  the  merchants  is  that 
which  has  been  moft  generally  reforted  to.  I  believe,  Sir^ 
lam  not  carrying  my  aifertioo  too  far  when  Wffirm  that  for 
a  great  number  of  years,  upwards  of  two  thirds  of  the  ihips 
of  the  line  in  his  Majefty*s  navy,  were  built  in  the  dock 
yards  oftlie  merchants.  Any  man  that  knows  any  thing  at 
all  of  naval  affairs  knows  that  the  fupplies  to  the  navy 
from  the  King's  dock  yards  are  quite  inconfiderable,  and 
that  of  the  Ihips  built  the  greater  part  coniift  of  veileis 
of  an  inferior  dei'rription,  in  point  of  force,  in  any  of  bis 
Majcfty^s  fleets.  During  the  late  wac  no  lefs  than  twenty- 
fix  fail  of  the  line  were  added  to  the  navy  ;  but,  Sir,  thefe 
were  not  compofed  of  ihips  binlt  in  his  Majeily's  yards  in 
the  courfe  of  the  war,  but  of  veflels,  fome  of  which  had  been 
laid  down,  five,  nine  or  ten  years  before  the  war  commenc- 
ed. Thett  were  not  out  of  this  number  more  than  two 
Ihips  which  were  laid  down  in  theKing*s  dock  yards  after  the 
war  broke  out,  and  ihey  were  not  brought  into  fervjice  till  a 
late  period  of  its  duration^  What,  then,  is  the  inference 
from  thefe  fafts  ?  The  infeience  I  draw  from  it  is  fimple* 
It  is,  that  if  fupplies  of  ihif  s  may  be  required  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  and  if  there  is  no  probability  of  pro- 
curing ti)efe  fupplies  through  the  King*s  dock  yards,  the 
yards  of  the  private  merchants  muil  be  reforted  to.  But  if  I 
am  not  grofsly  mifinformed,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  have 
made  no  contrads  to  any  extent  for  fupplying  any  deficiency 
ia  the  navy,  which  may  occur  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  few 
years  of  the  war.  This  is  a  fubjeft  on  which  to'affed  con- 
cealment would  be  quite  ridiculous.  From  the  very  nature 
of  tlie  contrails,  and  the  mode  in  which ^they  are  invited  by 
public  advertifement,  every  man  who  has  the  leail  curiofity 
on  the  fubje£t,  may  without  difficulty  have  it  gratified.  He 
may  even  afcertain  not  only  what  is  the  number'  of  veflels 
contraded  for,  but  the  places  where  ihey  are  to  be  built,  the 
terms  on  which  they  are  conira£ted  for,  and  the  lime  when 
iiis  expeded  they  may  be  ready  for  aduai  fervice.  Having 
taken  fome  pains  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  I  cannctt  find 
that  fincetbe  year  iSoi,  when  the  prefent  Board  of  Admi* 
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raitycame  into  power,  more  than  two  fhips  of  the  line  have 
been  contraded  for  in  any  of  the  merchant  yards.  When 
I  ftate  this,  it  ftrikes  me  that  I  cannot  urge  a  ftrongcr  argu- 
iTicnt  for  inquiry  into  this  fubjeft.  ]f  it  is  at  ail  times  an  ef- 
fcntial  object  that  our  navy  (houldbe  kept  in,  a  conftant  ftatc 
of  effcftive  ftrength  adequate  to  any  extraordinary  emer- 
gency which  might  take  place— if  t+iis  was  at  all  times  a 
moft  important  objeft,  it  wasfurcly,  Sir,  more  peculiarly 
the  duty  of  the  Admiralty  at  the  cwnclufion  of  the  late  peace. 
At  tliat  time  an  eilablilhment  of  fifty  thoufand  fcamen  was 
voted  by  Parliament,  and  furely  nothing  can  be  a  flronger 

Sroof  of  an  idea  that  the  peace  was  not  likely  to  be  of  long 
uration.  Miniflcrs  befides,  according  to  their  own  ftate- 
xnents,  owned  that  the  whole  condu£t  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment had  been  one  uniform  fcries  of  inlult  and  aggrcf- 
fion.  With  this  knowledge,  how  comes  it  to  pais,  Sir, 
that  no  exertion  was  made  to  repair  thole  lolTes  in  the  navy 
which  a  war  of  ten  years  neceflarily  produced  ?  We  find 
that  only  two  new  fhips  of  the  line  are  contracted  for  at  this 
mon^ent;  and  it  will  not  he  denied  that  many  more  years 
xnufl  elapfe  before  any  conliderable  fupply  could  be  ob- 
tained^ It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  in  time  of  war 
the  building  of  lliips.  of  the  line  in  the  King's  dock  yards 
muft  be*  in' a  great  meafure  fufpcndcd  ?  On  what  poflible 
ground  then,  Sir^  is  it  that  the  dockyards  of  the  merchants 

•  are  left  unemployed  r  If  I  am  not  mifinformed,  there  are 
at  this  time  on  the  River  no  fewer  than  fourteen  flips  fit  for 

^  building  fliips  of  war,  not  one  of  which  is  put  into  ufc.  On 
this  point  the  necefTiiy  for  inquiry  appears  to  me  fo  urgent, 
that  without  further  arguing  it,  I  (hall  only  ftate,  that  I  mean 
to  move  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  praying  that  the  proper  officer  be  ordered  to  lay  on 
the  table  the  orders  ifTued  by  the  Board  of  Admhalty  for  the 
building  of  new  fhips  of  war  in  1793  and  fince  1801,  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  places  where  to  be  built  and  the  period  in 
which  they  were  to  be  finifhed.  I  fhouid  think  the  infor- 
mation ftill  more  fatisfactory  if  the  account  included  a  ftate- 
mcnt  of  the  different  fpecies  of  vefTels  ;  but  as  this  may  ap- 
pear liable  to  fome  objeflion,  I  fhall  not  prcfs  it  on  the  pre- 
sent occafion.  If  in  all  former  wars  the  navy  has  derived 
its  chief  iupplics  from  the  merchants'  yards,  I  fhouid  on 
the  produftion  of  the  account  now  referred  to,  beg  leave  to 
put  it  to  the  Houfe,  on  what  ground  it  is  that  now,  when  a 
iiupply  is  moft  imperioufly  required,  only  two  fhips  of  war 
are  on  the  ftocks  in  merchants'  yards  ?  This  is  a  matter  on 
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which  it  ftrikes  me  that  Parliament  ought  ftrongly  to  ex- 
prefs  their  opinion.  If  an  adequate  caufe  exiAs,  let  that 
caufe  be  ftated ;  if  no  caufe  exifts,  then  Jet  this  inconve- 
nience be  removed.  A  noble  Lord,  a  friend  of  mine  (Lord 
Cafilereagh)»  a  few  days  ago  told  the  Houfe  a  great,  deal 
about  the  comparative  force  of  our  navy  at  this  moment  aiKl 
in  former  wArs.  The  ftatement  then  given  was  quite  ge- 
nerai»  and  could  not  he  made  the  ground  of  any  particular 
conclufion.  But  there  is  one  point  to  which  I  think  it;right 
at  prefent  to  advert,  as  it  tends  to  difprove  one  par(  of  the 
noble  Lord's  arguments.  I  mean  to  refer  to  the  number  of 
feamen  now  employed^  contrafted  with  the  number  at  the 
commencement  of  the  lad  war.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
laft  war  our  naval  force  was  on  a  peace  eftabliflimenf,  and 
the  number  of  feamen  employed  was  not  more  than  i6,ooq« 
A  very  (hort  time  prior  to  the  rupture  an  augmentation  of 
two  thoufand  men  took  place.  At  the  end  of  the  firft  year 
of  the  war  this  number  was  augmented  (o  nolefsthan  feventyo 
fix  thoufand,  though  the  means  of  augmentation  were  not 
at  all  To  «Ktenfive  as  thore  now  in  exigence.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  war  we  fct  out  with  an  eftablifii- 
ihcnt  of  fifty  thoufand  feamen,  and  Minifters  muft  have  en- 
tertained the  profpcfi  of  a  rupture  from  hour  to  hour.  Under 
fuch  circumftances,  and  with  fuch  a  profpcd,  what  has  beea 
the  rcfuli  r  Minifters  certainly  had  every  inducement  to  . 
increafe  the  iiumlier  of  feamen,  and  they  were  furnifhed  with 
every  means  for  that  purpofe.  At  the  commencement  of  th« 
rupture,  in  confequence  of  the  prodigious  increafe  of  our 
commerce,  the  mcrcannie  marine  of  the  country,  the  g^cat 
nurfery  for  the  navy,  had  increafed  in  an  aftoniOiing  degree. 
With  ihe  ufe  of  all  thefe  advantages  the  number  of  feameni 
whi^h  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  was  fifty  thoufand, 
had  not  been  augmented  to  more  than  eighty-fix  thoufand. 
In  the  one  cafe  there  was  an  augmentation  from  fixteen  to 
fcventy-fix  thoufand  ;  in  the  other  from  fifty  the  number  had 
only  rifen  to  eighty-fix  thoufand.  In  the  one  cafe  the  aug- 
mentation was  more  than  in  the  proportion  of  five  to  one, 
whereas  in  the  other  it  was  not  eyen  double,  but  was  about 
three  fourths  beyond  the  original  amount.  This,  Sir,  is  a 
ibtement  on  which  I  am  not  at  pfcfcnt  difpofed  tocomment, 
but  when  the  ftatement  of  the  noble  Lord  a  few  days  ago  is 
confidered,  it  is  proper  that  the  matter  fliould  be  ifairly  brought 
to  ifluc. — The  right  hon.  Gentleman  concluded  by  a  few 
general  obfervations,  fiating,  that  he  wiQied  the  produAion 
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of  th<  papers  at  prefent,  merely  as  preparatory  to  future  io  - 
qoiry  ;  and  intimated  that  he  meant  to  move  for  an  account 
of  the  number  of  feamen  in  the  firft  year  of  the  laft  and  pre- 
'  feni  war. 

The  fird  of  the  Aiottons  relative  to  the  compai'ative  amount 
of  the  nava!  force  of  the  country  in  17939  and  at  the  prefent 
moment,  was  then  put  from  the  chair. 

Mi^.  J  itrmy  roff,  and  replied  in  fubftance  as  follows  :— r 
I  muft  requeft  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  for  a  (hort  time^ 
^hilc  I  endeavour  to  reply  to  a  few  of  the  obfcrvaiions  of  the 
fight  boh.  Gentleman  who  has  introduced  this  difcuflion.  I 
im  fenfible  under  what  difadvantages  any  man  mud 
labour  who  attempts  to  arreft  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
while  the  eloquence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  ftill 
frefli  in  their  recolledlion.  A  fenfe  of  my  public  duty^ 
however,  induces  me  to  dtfregard  this  confiderai ion  at  the  pxe- 
fent  moment,  and  fairly  to  deliver  my  fentlments  en  the 
queftion.  I  have  no  difficulty  then  in  declaring,  that  the 
motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  docs  appear  to  me  one 
of  the  mod  extraordinary  which  ever  was  fubmitted  to  this 
Houfe*  It  ftrikes  me  as  a  motion,  the  only  tendency  of 
which'is  to  produce  an  cfFedl  which  every  honeft  man  muft 
deplore,  to  engender  difcontents  in  the  country  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  to  (hake  the  confidence  which  the  people  have 
hitherto  been  tnclined  to  repofe  in  the  Government,  to  create 
doubts  of  the  fufficiency  of  that  force  which  they  have  at  all 
times  looked  up  to  as  the  firmed  pillar  of  national  fecurity. 
What  is  more  extraordinary  ftill  is,  that  theonly  objeft  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  in  view  is  to  declare  to  tbe 
public  his  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord  who  prefides  over  the 
'  Board  of  Admiralty.  Where  proper  grounds  are  made  out 
for  inquiry  into  the  condoA  and  character  of  pubUc  men,  I 
(hall  never  be  backward  in  fupporting  motions  which  have 
this  end  in  view  ;  but  where  no  events  have  taken  place 
which  could  excite  fufpicion,  where  there  was  not  the  flight- 
«ft  difpbfition  to  ccnfure  out  of  doors — \^Hiri  tbe  right  hon, 
dnt-iman  was  interrupted  hy  a  loud  cry  of  hear  !  hear  !  from 
fbi  opp^te  ftdi  of  the  Jloufe'] — I  am  refinning,  faid  he — fome- 
what  aftoni(hed  at  this  very  loud  expreffion  of  opinion  on 
Ihe  other  frdc  of  the  Houfe — but  I  muft  beg  the  liberty  of  re- 
peating my  former  expreffion  :  1  will  go  further,  and  chal- 
lenge any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  to  point  om  the  particu- 
lar diftrid  in  the  country  where  the  flightcft  fymptom  of  dif- 
content  with  the  meafurcs  of  Government  has  been  manifeft- 
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cd.     [Ano'hir  loud  cry  of  hear  !  hearf]     I  am  ready/ Sir,  tci 

admit  that  in  this  Houfe  thero  is  ajbundance  of  turbi^lenc^  and 

noifey  but  when  I  go  from  this  Houft  into  pubKc,  I  am  at  It 

lofs  to  account   for  fo  much  violence  among  a  few-  indivi- 

dua)s»  while  in  the  country  all  is  calm  and  tranquil.     Genito* 

men  may  choofe  to  exprefs  thejr  difapprobation   of  the  opU 

nions  I  oflFer ;  but  this  (haH  not  in  the  flighteft  degree  deter 

me   from-candi<ily  offering  my  fentimenH.'    i  declare  then 

that  10  me  there  does  notappear  to  be  a  ftngle  parlbmcntar]r 

ground  laid  for  any  fufpicion  of  the  condud  c<*  the  Board  ivf 

Admiralty.     The  ufual  grounds  for  inquiries  into  the  naval 

department  have  been,  th/t  convoys  have  been  captured  or 

unneceflarily  poftponed;  that  ihe  eniemy'sfteet5  have  efcaped^ 

or  been  fufl^red  with  impunity  to  colleft  their  force  ;  that 

they  have  been  able  to  eflPed  partial  landings  on  our  c6aft  ; 

or  that  fome  inftance  of  flagrant  negled  had  been  exhibited. 

But  not  one  of  thefft  can  now  be  brought  forward  as  atgu* 

ments  for  inquiry.     At  a  time  when  commerce  is  protemd 

to  a  degree  beyond  ahnoft  all  precedent ;  when  all  thofe  beft 

acquainted  with  military  affairs   are  fatisBed  ;    wheii    the 

country,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  individuals^ here,  repofb 

the  fulled  confidence  in  the  talents  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the 

head  of  the  Admiralty  ;  when  there  was  a  general  perfuafron 

of  the  condud  of  Minifters  being  marked  with  energy  and 

with  wifdom^  I  (hould  wi(h  to  a{k  the  Houfe  if  this  is  the 

fie  moment  for  introducing  fuch  a  moti  )n  as  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  bring  forward?     1  am 

really^  Sir,  at  a  lofs  to  know  how  long  ago  it  is  fmce  the  rig^t 

hon.   Gentleman  changed  his  opinion  of  the   noble  Lordy 

again  A  whom  he  now  diredls  his  attack  with  fo  much  zeal. 

I  neetl  not  remind  him  of  the  enlogium  which   three   years 

ago  he  pafled  on  the  noble   Lord's  charader  and  profeflionat 

talents.     I  need  not  recall  to  his  remembrance  his  declara* 

tion,  that  whatever  doubts  might  be  entertained  of  ihe  talent* 

of  this  or  that  perfon,  of  Lord  St    Vincent's  abilities  it  was- 

impoflible  to  entertain  a  doubt.     Whatever  m'ght  be  other 

people's  dcfefls,  Lord  St.  Vincent  was  the  man    whom  the 

public  at  large  looked  up  to/ naturally  and  necelfartly,  as  the 

perfon  fitted  to  prefide  over  the  Admiralty  at  a  period  of  the 

mofl  trying  difficulties.     Whatever  reafons  ihe  right  hon- 

Gentlemaii  now  has  for  changing  his  opinion,  I  belieire  on 

my  con  fcience  that  the  opini<rn  of  the  country  is  not  chungcd^ 

but  that  their  confidence,  great  as  it  was  at  his  accefTion  to* 

powerr  has  been  augmented^  innead  of  dimintihud,  hy  th.t>. 

C('udutt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


fft  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  (Commohs 

c0ii4l}A  which  he  has  fince  purfued.  Of  the  condud  of  the 
noblp  Lord  I  believe  the  public  at  large  entertain  the  very 
bigheft  opinion.  Tbey  have  wiineflfcd  the  numerous  fervices, 
vvbich  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  life  he  has  rendered  his  country,  . 
and  they  cannot  fail  to  acknowledge  thai  few  men  have  done 
theosTclves  more  honour  thap  the  noble  Lord,  in  his  exer- 
tions to  raife  hinifelf  to  the  flat  ion  which  he  now  fo  honour- 
ably fills.  I  am  convinced,  Sir,  that  the  noble  Lord  would 
lofeevery  thing  fooner  than  the  good  opinion  of  his  country-* 
0!ien  ;  that  no  honours  which  his.  Majefty  could  beftow»  thar 
HP  emoluments  ^xhich  he  could  derive  from  office  could  com- 
penfate  for  any  imputation  thrown  on  the  fair  fame  which 
he  has  fo  honourably  acquired.  The  fort  of  attack  made  on 
bim  this  evening,  mud  hurt  his  Lordfliip's  feelings  more 
feverely  than  any  fort  of  imputation  on  his  conduA.  The 
right  bon.  Gentleman  does  not  bring  any  charge  againft  the 
noble  Lord  for  any  criminality  on  his  part^  as  far  as  the 
nalure  of  his  department  is  concerned.  He  does  not  accufe 
him  of  any  unfair  bias  in  the  exercifeof  his  power,  but  he 
calls  on  us  this  evening  to  (ide  with  hicr.,.  merely  becaufe  he 
has  thought  proper  to  take  up  a  particular  opinion  as  to  the 
naval  defence  of  the  empire.  We  are  to  place  all  on  our 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  (kill  in  naval  aiFairs. 
I  am  ready  to  dojuftice  to  his  great  talents  on  many  fubjeAs 
which  come  under  difcuffion  in  thisHoufe.  As  a  volunteer, 
and  a  friend  to  the  volunteer  fy(\em,  I  have  liftened  with 
pleafure  to  many  of  his  fuggeflions  for  its  improvement. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  now  have  fome  preten- 
fions  to  a  right  of  fettling  the  land  fervice,  but  I  confcfs  it  is 
rather  aiking  too  much  to  afk  us  to  take  it  for  granted^  in 
the  abfcnce  of  all  proof,  that  Lord  St,  Vincent  has  been  de* 
^cient  in  the  exercife  of  his  public  duty.  I  am  not  an 
enemy  to  inquiry^  but  when  inquiry  in  the  abfence  of  all 
grounds  to  juftify  it  is  called  for,  it  becomes  odious  and 
ought  to  be  refifled.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  found«^ 
ed  uncharge  againfl  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the.Admi* 
ralty.  He  has  not  pointed  out  one  crime  in  the  difcharge 
of  his  official  duties.  He  has  merely  chofen  to  conceive  that 
enough  has  not  been  done  for  the  public  fecurity,  and  on  this 
ground  fimply  he  requires  of  the  Houfe  to  fupport  inquiry  : 
qf  fuch  inquiries  it  is  quite  impoffible  for  me  to  approye. 
There  is  no  fpccific  aS  of  criminality  alleged.  Thofc  moft 
interefled  are  fatisfied,  1  he  mod  meritorious  officers  are  em« 
ployed  ill  the  fervice.  There  exifts  a  general  feeling  of  con- 
fident 
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fidence  in  the  energy  and  wifdom  of  thb  naval  admintftration 
of  the  conniry.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  lays  sl  gfttft 
deal  of  ftrefs  on  the  circumftanccs  attenBing  a  fuppofed  con* 
trad  for  twenty-three  gun  vcflels.  Qn  this  point  I  fllsHli 
before  I  fit  down,  make  a  few  obfcrvations.  In  the  meart 
time  I  have  only  to  fay  of  the  firft  moflon,  that  it  is  not  my 
inrcntion  10  rcGft  it.  I  (houldonfy  beg  Teav6  to  ftiggeft  that, 
inftead  of  one  year  of  the  late  war,  the  account  Ihould  }n^ 
elude  three  or  four  fucceflive  years,  and  in  this  way  the 
Houfe  would  be  able  to  form  a  better  notion  of  the  coi>du£k> 
of  the  Admiralty  than  by  one  folitai  y  example.  As  to  tfad 
paper  which  it  w^s  the  objed  of  the  firft  motion  to  procurey 
it  ftriles  m^  that  all  party  views  ought  to  be  put  ont  ci 
the  qucflion  till  it  is  foirly  before  the  Houfe.  All  that  I  have 
at  prefent  to  fay  of  it  is,  that  when  it  b  produced  1  am  con,* 
vinced  Gentlemen  will  find  the  naval  force  of  the  country 
much  greater  than  they  were  prepared  to  expeft.  I  have  to 
flate  now,  for  the  information  of  the  Houfe,  th^t  the  whole 
naval  force  of  this  country  amounts  to  no  lefs  than  fifieea 
hundred  and  ninety- fix,  compofed  of  veflcls  of  all  the  differ* 
cat  defcriptions.  There  arc  19  Trinity  Houfe  veflcls,  375 
gun  brigs,  in  every  point  of  view  as  efScient  as  thofe  to  which 
the  right  hon*  Gentleman  has  referred.  Nineteen  Eaft- 
Todia  fhips  are  employed  in  the  naval  fervice,  atid  we  have  sk 
fiotilla  of  628  veflels  fully  equipped,  and  ready  at  the  fhorteQ: 
notice  to  proceed  on  any  dcQmaiion.  (lltar  t  hear  I J  Now^ 
Sir,  as  to  the  twenty- three  guu  velTebr  of  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  faid  fo  much  in  his  fpeeqh^  He  blamea 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  that  three 
months  have  been  allowed  tacomplete  a  certain  nuopber  q( 
them,  while  the  reft  are  not  to  be  ready  in  lefs  than  nine 
months.  He  is  anxious  to  Cootraft  this  a^rrapgement  with 
what  happened  in  three  cafes  during  the  late  war,  though  by 
the  bye  be  himfclf  admits  that  fourteen  weeks  were  eniploy* 
fd  ip  building  the  gun  vellels  at  that  period.  But,  $tr,  admit* 
ting  the  fa^  as  to  this  contra£t  to  be  true,  though  I  beg  it  to 
be  underftood  that  I  take  it  mexely  on  the  ^ight  hon.  Gentle- 
man's declaration,  what  mighty  charge  would  i^  imply  againfl 
iheFird  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ?  Whether  is  the  noble  Lord, 
or  the  right  hon*  Gentleman,  to  be  conftderedi  the  beft  judge 
on  the  fubje£l  of  fuch  an  arrangement  \  If  one  part  of  the  guA 
veflcls  was  ordered  to  be  ready  in  three  months,  nod  the 
other  not  before  the  conclufion  of  nine,  is  it  unfair  to  prefume 
that  the  nobJe  Lord  a^cd  on  a  conviction  that  thii  was  thue 
.Vox..  IL    1803-4.  O  itio«- 
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mq^  PRUttc  mo4e  of  proctetliiig  i  The  Houfe  w'U  recoUed^ 
%h^  the  DObte  l.ord  had  only  a  aprtain  number  of  men  at  tiis 
difpo(ali.dod  tifi.  tine.. con tvary  is  e(\abli(hed,  is  it  qnjuft  to 
prefunie.tbat  Ke  t^gu4cted  the  contradb  by  a  calculation  of  the 
time  wbfn  the  yelfets , would  be  wanted^  and  when  he  could, 
iqnfiftenUy  with  the  p'her  branches  of  the  ftryicc,  fupply  them 
Willi  their  complcmenjt  of  men  ?    Tlie  right  hon.  Gentleman 
]cao\jirs  that  .the  vote  of  fearaen  was  a  hundred  thoufand.     By 
hh  own  vote  he  aUowed  that  this  was  an  eflabliflimcnt  of  men 
adequate  to  tlie  circumftapcea  of  the  country,     With  fuch  an 
cftabliifhment.the  nobte  Lord  could  not  at  once  attend  to  every 
part  of  the  fervicc.     The  ports  of  the  enemy  were,  therefore, 
in  the  firft  inftancc,  blocked  up,  their  larger  naval  force  wa^s 
narrowly  watched,  and  after  ihcic  points  were  attended  to, 
obiefSU  of  ^fs  importance  a^tradled  a  fuitable  fliare  of  attention* 
I  fee  nothing  to  convince  me  that  in  fo^mihg  this  contradi  the 
i^ble  {iOrd  has  been  guilty  of  any  impropriety,  and  tiU  I  fee 
this  proved  I  will|  not  take  fo  grave  an  accufation  on  light 
grounds.     The  Houfe  has*  no  proofs  of  criminality    before 
it;   but  the  right  bon.  (hipwright  behind  me  tdls  u^,  ihac 
the  noble    Lord   has  been  guilty  of  a  great  miftikke  in  not 
getting  thcfe  gun  vcflcls   built  at   an   earlier    period.     He 
lays  down  the  law  ^o  us,  and  by  his  fentence  we  are  called 
on  tb  abide.     The  right  hon.  Gentletrian  has,  prima  faclit 
made  out  no  cafe  on  thrs  point,  and  therefore  I  cannot  fee  tba^ 
the  paper  he  Calls  for,  as  to  the  contraiSl  (or  ihefe  yeflels,  ought 
to  be  produced.     ]( it  Is  produced,  it  is  cvidef)t  that  the  ncbt^ 
Lord  would  have  ^'fair  cUim  to  diE^mand  a  full  inquiry.  This 
inquiry,  at  fuch  a  moment,  muft  be  injurious,  as  it  would  in- 
terfere with  the  imperious  tlutics  of  fomc  of  the  tirft  profef- 
fional  talents  in  the  country.  For  this  rcafon  I  (hall  certainly 
rcCft  this  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  general  motion. 
The  right  hon.  G^ntltman  has  faid  a  great  deal  about  the  pro*- 
^ricty  of,  and  even  nccuffity  for,  laying  down  Ihips  of  war  in 
merchant  dock  yards.     He  lias  argued  that  the  dock  yards  of 
his  Majcfty  are  inadequate  for  the  fupply  of  the  fervice,  and 
has  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  during  the  war  they  muft 
^e  tiearly  fufpended.     Here  again   I  feel  myfelf  called  on,  in 
juftice  to  the  noblp  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  io  con- 
tend that  no  cafe  of  criminality  has  been  laid  down    fuch   as 
can  be  a  ground  of  inquiry.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
ntoi  proved,  that  ihcre  may  not  be  very  "good   reafons  for  not 
caSrrfinjg  the  fyflif^m  of  contrafljs  to  its  former  extent.     Tlic 
ifib^le  Lord  has  (hewn  a  very  laudable  defire  to  be  more  anx- 
fcUs  for  the  intcrcfts  of  tlnr  public,  ilwn  for  the  intereft  of  con- 
tra Ac  rs  ; 
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traAonVand  till  it  is  proveS  by'prDfeifional  men;  tfiit  the 
nor  plan  adopted  by  the  nohI&  Lord,  of  employing  the tirtifi* 
cert  in  the  dock  yardsi  inflead  of  pi^ivate  cdntra£t6rs,  is  imjirc^ 
per»  I  cannot  take  it  fok-  granted  liiat  any  bUtne  has  exiftecL^ 
The  noble  Lord  has  earned  hit  etperiendt  by  ^ie  labbofs  of  i- 
lohg  life.    The  right  hoif.  Ocmieman  i&  hitherto  qQite  ranir 
and  inexperienced  in  the  fliipbdiMitig  linft,  and  he  inuft  fbr-^ 
give  me  if  I  cannot  yet  hiring  myfelf  to  b6w  to  the  liw^^  Which 
betav&down  ni^ith  fo  much  confidence  on  the  fubjecl.     To 
the  motion  for  papers  on  this  futijed  I  ha^e  riierefoi-etttefanid 
d>je&jon,  thdt  they  could  hot  He  produced  without  goiiig  Into 
inquiries  which  it  would,  tinder  the  preterit  ctrcuniftanbes  <t 
the  country,  be  highly  impolitic  to  tnftitufe:     As  to  tUs  papep 
abotit  the  npmber  of  Teamen,  I  have  rto  objeftiori  to  us  pro^ 
du&ion.    i  cannot,  however,  help  noticiilg  the  partictiUir  raa4 
fcn  which  induces  the  right  hon.  Genrlcman  to  move  for' if. 
He  has  relied  very  much  on  the  increafe  of  fcamcii  in  theirft 
vcar  of  the  War  iii  1793,  and  the  fiift  year  of  the  prefcrit  vrar. 
The  h6t  is,  that  on  this  point  His  ftatemeht  was  not  altogether 
corredl.     He  favs,  that  there,  were,  at  the  beginniii^  of  the 
prefent    war,    fifty  ihouland  fcamen,   dad   that   chc   prefent 
number  is  hot  more  than  eighcy^fix  thbufartd.    Pcmic  nAe  to 
fay.  Sir,  that  though,  at  the  origin  of  theMrar.the  hunlber 
was  nominally  fifty  thoufahd,  it  was  not^  in  fa£t,  fibofe  thirty^ 
fix  thoufand*     The  circumftances  of  the  increafe  in  I793  ar* 
accounted  for  without  difficulty.     The  country  then  hadien-^ 
joyed  peace  fdr  ten  years*     The  evils' of  war  vvere  forgotten; 
and  the  hopes  of  rich  prizes  operated  powerfully  as  dri  induce- 
ment to  enter  ihto  the  naval  fervicc.     ItWas  farther  to  be  cort- 
fidercd  too,  that  at  that  time  there  V7as  fuch  a  general  flagna^ 
tion  of  trade*  tha^thbufands  of  mamifa^iarers  had  no  other 
alternative  than  cntciring  into  the  land  or  fea  fervice.     At  this 
time,  on  the  contra! y,  men-  were  to  be  raifed  for  the  navf 
under  every  difadvantage.     The  militia,  the  army  6f  referve, 
and  the  volunt^rs,  all  operated  as  obftacies  to  the  filling  nf> 
the  fuppiies  of  men  for  the  navy.     Yet  in  oppofitibn  to  akU 
thcfe  obftacies,  the  number  bf  featrtcn  was  within  fcfs  than  two 
thoiifand  of  the  hundred  thoufand   men  ^'oted  as  fufficierttfot 
bur  naval  eftabliftimcnt.     This  fad^'alone  proves  the  46tivity, 
the  energy,  ihe  t.cal  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ad- 
miralty.— The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  after  A  JFeW  remarks; 
pinniing  out  the  mifchicvous  ef&£b  oJF  the  general  n:totk>n  tk 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  cxprcffing  his  Kigheft  approba- 
tioQ  of  the  tharadlet  and  condud  of  the  noblo  Lord;  whofe 
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adminiftratton  had  been  fo  onjufHy  attacVed,  concluded  with 
moving  an  amendmeht  on  Mr.  Pitt's  motion.    ■ 

Sir  Charles  M.  Pole  fofc,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  aflenting  or 
dififenting  from  the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but 
Ho  give  an  opmion,  in  the  way  of  his  profefiiony  as  to  the  tne^ 
rits  and  aflivity  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. Of  that  a^livity.he  could  not  tliink  too  highly*  when 
lie  confidered  that  within  48  hours  after  it  was  known  that 
lioftilities  were  to  commence.  Admiral  CornwaJlis  failed  for 
Breft»  and  from  that  moment  to  this,  with  fcarcely  ^ny  inter- 
rMption*  has  held  that  port  in  a  flate  of  the  ftridleft  blockade. 
The  energy,  afliduity,  and  enterprize  of  every  officer,  and  of 
every  .man  in  that  fleet,  from  the  gallant  Admiral  who  com- 
Hiaqcled  it,  down  to  the  cook's  boy,  was  never  paralleled  in 
the  naval  hiAory  of  this  or  any  other  country.  But  it  was 
not  only  the  ports  of  the  enemy,  of  that  power  who  particu- 
larly dcferved  that  name,  but  even  thofe  of  their  allies,  from, 
be  might  almcft  fay,  Toulon  to  the  Tcxel,  that  were  kept 
blockaded  by  the  extraordinary  perfeverance  and  enterprise  of 
ibe  navy  of  Great  Britain.  As  to  the  objeAions  that  had  been 
Tirgied  againft  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  lor  not  employing  a 
greater  number  of  gun-boats,  that  was  a  difference  between 
that  noble  Lord  and  the  right  hon«  Gentleman  on  a  profefilbnal 
queftion,  on  which,  although  he  was  not  without  an  opinion, 
yet  he  would  not  then  trouble  ihe  Houfe  with  it.  But  with 
regard  to  the  ^employment  of  armed-cutters,  he  had  no  mo- 
tives of  <lclicacy,  and  he  would  not  heGtate  to  declare,  that 
the  taking  of  them  into  the  fervice  was  an  arrant  job  ;  a  job, 
bccaufc;  the  men  Were  rarely  muttered,  and  the  veflels  were 
luoiily  in  port.  He  had  his  ideas  with  rcfpeft  to  the  proper 
^odc  of  defending  the  country,  and  thofe  were  direAly  againft 
the  ufe  of  fuch  craft  as  had  been  recommended ;  for  our  fhores, 
lie  was  confident,  would  be  much  belter  fecurcd  by  the  fervice 
of  50  gun-  (hips  and  fi igates.  There  was  one  remaining  point 
on  which  he\viflied  to  trouble  the  Houfc*,  and  that  was,  the 
very  confideraMe  numljer  of  men  that  the  admirable  arrange- 
ment, and  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
had  procured  for  the  navy,  and  for  which,  in  his  opinion,  they, 
and  the  noble  Lord  who  prefidcd  there,  were  entitled  to  the 
thanks  and  gratitude  of  the  country.  As  he  confidered  the 
propofed  inquiry  unneceffary,  he  would  vote  againft  the  pro- 
<luaion  of  the  papers  that  had  been  moved  for  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Mmiral  Birhiley  would  not  have  oflFercd  himfclf  fo  foon  to 
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ttie  Speaker's  notice,  bad  !ie  not  been  called  upon  by  his  bon, 
and  gallant  Friend  (Admiral  Pole)»  and  by  fotnt  evident  iiiif- 
tatements  which  had  beea  made  by  the  right  hon.  Geritleitian 
(Mr.  Ticmcy).  To  the  fir  ft  he  fliould  reply  that  he  was 
iMt  aware  of  the  jobs  which  had  been  made  of  (^n-boats  taft 
war,  bot  certainly  could  fay  that  the  gun  vefiels  which  his 
tight  hon.  Friend  alluded  to  in  his  motioq  were  not  of  til  at 
defcription,  but  we're  of  a  clafs  which  he  (houid  have  occa- 
fion  tt>  mention  hereafter.  With  refpcft  to  the  triumphant  fort 
of  fiouri^li,  which  had  been  made  ufe  of  by  Mr.  T.  who  faid 
^hat  nogrqund  of  complaint  had  been  made  out  againO  th^  Ad- 
si'uralty^  and  that  he  expelled  to  hear  of  convoys  being  cut  oiF, 
and  vefiels  taken  ;  he  fliould  only  ftite  that  fomething  of  that 
fan  might  have  been  alleged  with  juftice,  which  he  (hould 
Kkewife  allude  to  by  and  by.  But  when  he  heard  htm  (late, 
that  the  care  and  providence  of  the  Admiralty  had  been  fuch 
as  to  raife  the  whole  extent  of  the  vole  of  feamen  except  1700, 
he  muft  fuppofe  that  he  was  fo  newly  come  into  ofBce,  and  as 
yet  felt  himfclf  fo  little  at  home  in  it,  that  he  had  neither  ex- 
amined the  truth  of  his  affertion,  nor  slked  any  profeflional 
perfon  if  it  cpuld  poflibly  be  the  cafe.  The  fad  was,  that  he 
had  taken  the  whple  of  the  returns  of  the  Navy  Office  from  the 
mbnthly  books  of  the  (hips,  which  amounted  to  76,000  men, 
in  which  the  marints  were  included  ;  and  had  added  tlie  15,000 
marines  which  were  returned  to  the  Admiralty  from  the  head 
quarters..  Did  he  mean  to  fay,  that  there  were  1 5,000  marines 
at  this  timev  who  were  not*  embarked?  bccaufe  certainly  the 
U&.  was  not  fo  ;  there  was  hardly  a  marine  at  any  of  the  head 
quarters,  they  were  all  embarked  on  board  of  the  fleet,  and 
included,  as  well  as  the  6oco  ImprciTed  feamen,  in  the  returns 
at  the  Navy  OflScc,  and  conieauehtly  included  in  the  76,000 
tnen  ;  which  i)rought  the  qucftion  (if  it  had  any  reference  to 
the  motion  l)efore  the  Houf»)  to  a  ftate  much  nearer  the  truth* 
viz.  that  inflead  of  the  feamen  being  equal  to  the  vote,  which 
was  100,000  men,  inftcad  of  being  only  noo  fliortof  that 
vote,  it  would  be  found  that  there  were  nearly  20,(K)0  fliorE  of 
that  number.  With  refpefl  to  the  number  of  gun  veflels  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  chofe  to  ftate,  and  amongft 
which  he  dafled  llie  luuncbcs  and  cutters^  which  he  chofe  tp 
fay  were  better  than  the  gun  brigs  alluded, to  by  his  right  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Pitt),  he  muft  pofitively  deny  both  tlie  oneatid  the 
other,  the  number  and  the  quality.  If  he  chofe  to  call  eytry 
cockle  fliell  into  which  a  gun  was  placed,  a  gun  veflel,  he  cer- 
tainly might  make  them  out ;  but  of  thofe  he  had  feeo.,  fome 
«pere  unable  to  go  out  even  to  Spithcad,  unlefs  it  was  in  a 
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taJili.    And  as  for  the  com'parifon,  it  w^s  too  trifling  and  too 
«ridiculoQ8  ever  to  enter  into  the  head  of  a  profeflional  man  | 
but  M  tho  right  bon.  Gentfeman  was  not  fo,  he  perhaps  might 
be  cxciftred  fi^  making  it.     He  (hould  now  come  to  the  mo- 
tions made  by  his  right  hon.  Friend,  which  he  muft  think  not 
bnly  proper  but  neceflary,  as  thej  would  not  only  put  alt 
queftions  upon  the  condu£t  of  the  Admhralty  at  reft  in  future^ 
but  tend  to  (hew  if  they  had  done  every  thing  in  their  power^' 
and  whether  they  had  made  every  preparation  for  the  defence 
of  the'coaft  which  they  ought  to  have  done.   In  kis  opinion 
they  had  not.     It  might  perhaps  be  again  afked  hj Jimefirjinsi 
Where  he  had  gained  his  experience  in  the  tervice  to  form  fuch 
an  opinion  i  How  proper,  how  juft,  how  wife,  or  how  decentfuch 
a  queftion,  coming  from  fuch  a  quarter,  might  be^  he  certainly 
ihould  not  think  of  faying,  but  (hbuld  leave  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Houfe.     But  it  was  not  to  his  own  experience,  it  was  td 
the  experience  of  much  older  and  movt  experienced  officers 
than  himfelf  he  would  appeal,  and  if  every  officer  of  high  rank 
and  knowledge  in  the  navy  Were  called  to  the  bar  of  that 
Houfe,  they  would  corroborate  what  he  fhould  advance.     He 
averred  this,  he  averred  that  if  a  fufficient  number  of  gun  veficH 
of  a  proper  ccinilrudiion  had  beeh  built  and  manned,  which 
they  could  have  been  by  this  tirhc,  to  have  affided  the  frigates 
and  (hips  which  the  Admiralty  fay  they  have  in  the  Channel, 
the  junftion  of  the  enemy's  flotiIJa  at  Boulogne  would  have- 
been  prevented  ;  and  this  he  would  prove  not  by  bit  expcriencci 
but  by  fads  and  documents  furnished  to  the  public  by  the 
Admiralty  therifdvcs.     Look  at  the  Gazettes,  in  which  the  gaU 
lant  young  officers  who  commanded  the  frigates  had  told  youi 
*•  we  have  taken  one,  two>  or  three  gun  boats,  we  could  have 
•*  taken  more,  but  they  efcapcd  into  ihallow  water,  where  it 
**  was  impoffible  to  follow  them  i^  he  afked,  would  this  have 
happened  it  they  liad  been  prov*  J-id  with  gun  veflcls  to  affift 
them  i   certainly  not :  but  even  of  thefe  frigates  and   floopi 
bpon  which  fuch  dependence  is  placed^  he  averred  the  Admi- 
ralty had  not  provided  a  fuffieient  number,  no,  not  even  for 
ihe  common  duties  of  the  Channel ;  and  this  he  would  likewife 
^rove  by  official  documents  (here  he  read  an  advertifement  to 
tOtntra£l  for  14  armed  fhips  for  convoys).  What  did  this  prove  f    . 
Why,  thr.t  the  Admiralty  were  driven  (for  the  date  of  this  prai 
pofal  is  fubfequent  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  notice)  to 
hire  the  woift  and  mod  expenfive  fort  of  vcffels ;    vcffcUy 
which  until  this  time  were  never  reforted  to,  except  at  the 
ircry  outiet  of  a  war,  while  the  frigates,  &c.  were  getting 
ready  :  bot  what  dees  this  prove  ?  why,  that  the  fad  is,  we 
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bav^  not  a  frigate  or  fioop  Jeft   or  built  to  fit  oat'forthe  tw^^ 
qkSz\j  defence  and  prote&ion  of  the-Ciianoel.     Might  they'' 
not  have  them  i  certainly  they  might ;  and  he  was  happiy  to 
find,  that  he  was  not  the  only  officer  who  hadoSt^ed  plans  for 
fhis  purpofe  to  the  Admiral^.     He  would  read  a  part  of  one 
of  thefe  plans,  by  which  it  would  be  feeo*  that  a  ferce  migbc 
and  dill  may  fa^e  created,  which  would  efFe&uUUy  fccure  our 
coafty  annoy  ttie  enemyji  and  by  not  interfering  with  the  ufiial 
naval  exertion,  might  be  InAantly  manned,  and  by  that  means 
leave  the  frieates  to  thofe  duties  foe  which  they  are  fo  expreftly- 
calculated  (here  he  read  a  part).  If  this  plan  had  been  adoptea, 
thefe  fha^meful  contra^  for  armed  (hips  would  have  been  qn«> 
neceflary,  and  our  convoys  would  have  been  prote£ted ;  as  it 
was,  19  fail  of  one  convoy  were  taken  and  carried  into  Spaniih 
and  French  poits,  and  even  between  Spithead  and  the  Downs, 
a  very  rich  Weft  Indiaman  had  been  taken  by  the  enemy's 
privateers.     The  fyftem  of  gun  boats  had  been  much  derided, 
and  we  were  told  they  were  of  no  ufe.     Another  official  docu- 
nsent,  however,  would  (hew,  that  fucb  was  not  eacaAIythe 
opinion  of  the  Admiralty,  for  th^y  had  a^ually  contraAcd  for 
20  gun  brigs  ;  but  to  make  even  this  paltry  number  as  ridicu- 
lous as  they  wi(hed  us  to  believe  them,  the  time  limited  for 
their  completion  is  half  in  three  months,  and  the  remainder  in 
fix.  Good  God  I  if  they  were  of  no  ufe  why  build  them  at  all? 
But  if  they  were  of  ufe,  why  not  build  more,  and  in  the  (horteft 
time  poOible  ?  as  it  is,  in  fix  months  the  projeA  of  Bonaparte 
xnu(t  have  either  fuccecded  or  haye  completely  failed.     They 
talk  of  the  nature  of  thefe  veficls,  and  of  their  force.    He  did 
uoderftand  th;^t    one  of   the  moft  (cientific  officers  in  the 
fervice  had  not  only  communicated  his  own  ideas,  but  the  plans 
of  his  father,  who  was,   without  exception,  not  only  as  good 
an  officer,  but  as  accompliflicd  a  mechanic  and  ibipbuilder  as 
ever  was  known  ;  and  when  he  mentioned  the  name  of  the  ^ 
late  Sir  Ch:^rles  Knowles,  no  pcrCbn  would  deny  it.     This 
jrcatofficer^s  plans  were  fliewn  to  the  Admiralty ;  what  was 
the  anfwer  ?  not  very  gracious,  perhaps,  but  very  true-     Orwj 
Lord  faid,  he  was  not  com|)etent  to  j,udge ;  the  other  faid,  he 
knew  nothing  of  (hip  building ;  this  might  be  fo,  and  it  was  < 
net  a^ually  uecefTary,  that  either  a  Loxd  of  the  Admiralty  of 
a  Captain  fliould  be  a  Shipbuilder  ;  but  at  leaft  it  was  a  fortoC 
coufin-german  duty  to  their  own,  and  they  ought  not  to  taHc 
of  want  of  experience,  when  they  were  fo  ienorant  themfelves» 
As  to  the  motions  made  by  his  ri)»ht  hon.  Friend,  he  certainly  ' 
Ibould  fupport  them  ;  but  if  he  had  a  fault  to  find  with  thenv 
it  wai  chat  they  did  not  extend  f»r  enough  ;  he  wiihed  to  fee  an 
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inqairy  into  every  part  of  thfe  naval  fyftcm,  into  the  tres»tment 
of  the  officers  and  men,  into  the  fituation  an3  ftatc  of  the  , 
ihipsy  into  the  ftate  of  Ac  dock  yards,  and  into  the  want  of 
Aores  and  artificers  ;  for  of  thefc  laft,  he  underftood,  there  was 
a  defalcation  of  800  fhipwrights  Jeis  than  the  afual  war  efta- 
hliihments.  .  This  inquiry  would  cither  prove  the  negligence 
and  incapacHv  of  the  Admiralty,  or  place  their  fame  fo  high, 
as  not  to  be  touched  by  the  breath  of  Hinder,  Upon  thefc 
heads,  however,  he  (bouid  not  enlarge,  as  they  were  extra- 
neous to  the  motio»is  before  the  Houfe  ;  not  but  he  held  pa- 
pers on  this  fubjefl,  which  might  make  the  Houfe  ftart ;  they 
contained  fubjcdts  which  even  in  that  Houfe  were  too  dreadful 
and  too  dehcatc  to  ftate  publicly.  But  this  he  did  not  hefitate 
to  affirm,  and  he  begged  the  Houfe  to  remember  that  he 
warned  them  of  it,  that  if  the  prefr nt  fyftem  was  pu^fue<^5 
whoever  might  be  'at  the  Admiralty,  if  this  fyftem  is  not 
jmqpediately  chtingcd,  the  moft  dreadful,  the  moft  fatal  cala*- 
intties  thai  ever  happened  to  this  countrv  might  be  expefted. 

'SirEdtvard  PtUcw  ftated  to  the  Houfe  what  fell  wtthiiii 
his  knowledge  of  i-hc  naval  defence  of  the  country ;  and  what 
•was  his  opinion  with  refpeft  to  the  cffideixcy  of  our  prcfent 
ei^uipmcnt.  We  had  about  300  gun  boats,  or  gun  brigs,  or 
cockle  fhells,  as  ihey  had  been  termed  ;  but  which  he  deemed 
as  competent  to  the  bufmefe  for  which  they  were  intended^  ' 
or  could  be  fuppdfcd  capable  of,  as  any  other  fpecicsof 
gun  boats.  We  had  kept  the  fea'and  blocked  up  the  ports 
of  the  enemy  all  weathers,  fair  or  foul ;'  and  they  had  ncy 
where  a- force  that  was  able  tocope  with  us.  Yet  thefc  ftrong 
^afls  wete  not  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  minds  of  fome  of  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  as  to  the  power  of  onr  navy.  The  contraft- 
ing  for  building  of  (hips  for  bis  Majclly's  navy  had  been 
dwelt  on  with  very  great  force  in  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
bite  ;  he  could  ftate,  hov*ever,  from  hisown»  perfonal  know* 
ledge,  that  the  contrail  work  was,  in  the  gener;il,  either 
compofcd  of  very  indifferent  mater ialsj^  or  elfe  put  together 
in  a  loofe  and  ftovenly  manner,  fo  much  fo  that  they  could 
not  be  deemed  fea  worthy  for  any  thing  like  the  fame  fpacc 
of  time  as  the  veffels  which  were  built  in  the  King's  yanls. 
Two  particular  inftances  had  lately  fallen  within  his  own  oh- 
fervatfnn;  indeed  the  rcfuli  of  his  experience  was,  that  (hip 
building  by  contraA  is  not  to  be  depended  on.  But  he  had  ' 
very  laitly  fcen  two  of  them  lying  on.  the  ftocks,  in  fuch  a 
Satifa?  was  fufficient  10  convince  him,  if  any  further  proof 
was  wanting  to  his  mind,  of  the  impropriety  of  comrafting. 
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That  mode,  however,  might  be  very  neceflarily  rcforfed  to, 
whco  there  was  not  room  enough  in  the  King's  yavdS)  fot 
the  purpofe  of  keeping  up  our  number  of  (hipping.  ^  As  far 
as  the  CubjcCt  could^  in  aAy  degree,  be  conneded  with  the 
charaftcr  or  conduft  of  ihe  Admiralty  Board,  or  with  that 
of  the  noble  Lord  who  prefldes  over  it,  he  mufl  (ay,  that  he 
never  knew  any  period  during  his  experience  in  naval  affairs 
at  which  more  univerfalor  more  zeajous  afFe£lion  towards  the 
Government  in  general,  or  more  cordial  approbation  of  all 
the  mcafures  of  the  Admiralty,  prevailed  amongd  all  ratiks 
of  perfons  belonging  to  the  navy  ;  but  every  officer  in  the 
navy,  he  believed,  was  particularly  faiisfietl  with  theconduft 
of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  that  Board.     The  cordage, 
the  (lores,  the  provi(ions,  in  (liort  every  neceflfary  for  the  pro- 
per appointment  of  a  fuilicient  naval  f  jrce  to  beat  the  ene- 
my, was  moft  rigidly  attended  to.   We  had  not  only  enough, 
but  more  than  enough  to  beat  the  enemy  at  Toulon,  at  Breitf 
at  Boulogne,  at  Flufhing,  and  at  every  other  place  where 
they  were  able  to  colled  any  force  that  was  at  all  worth 
notice.    This  general  fatisfaAlon  which  prevailed  among 
naval  men  as  to  the  condud  of  the  Admiralty,  and  this  (Irong 
and  powerful  force  with  which  we  were  enabled  to  overcome 
the  enemy,  was  ftill  faid  to  be  infufGcient.     This  reminded 
him  of  an  anecdote  of  a  French  Admiral  who  was  blocked 
up  by  him  with  fix  fail  of  the  line  ;-*the  Frenchman  had 
taken  it  into  his  head  thatnheit  -were  twelve  veflels  at  the 
mouth  of  his  harbour,  and  though  every  pains  was  taken 
ihalcouM'be  likely  to  fatisfy  him  as  to  the  real  amount  of  the 
blockading  force,  yet  he' never  could  be  Oi^nvinced  that  there 
weie  lefs  than  twelve  vefTelshlocking  him  up.    The  cafe  was 
not  exaAly  (jmilar ;  but  really  the  idea  of  making  it  aXub- 
jeA  of  ferious  inve(ligation,  that  we  had  not  gun  boats  fuf* 
6cieni  10  meet  the  enemy,  appeared  to  him  fomething  like 
forming  a  fuppofiiion  that  our  (hips  of  the  line,  frigates,  &c. 
were  not  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of  repelling  any  force  that 
dare  Ibbw  itfelf  to  them. 

jtJmirifl  Berlfley  cxp\sLWci.  He  could  not  poffibly  fup- 
pole  that  our  naval  force  was  inadequate  to  the  ta(k  of  totally 
di(c<Hnfiting  the  whole  Corce  of  the  enemy,  if  they  came 
fairly  oot  to  them  :  but  he  meant  to  fay  that  they  never  could 
poffibly  have  colleded  in  the  force  in  which  they  now  are,  if , 
we  had  had  a  fufficient  number  of  gun  boats  to  run  in  (bore, 
and  attack  thenS  in  (faoaJ  watcr^  where  they  frequently  efcaped 
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from  our  brgs  velTels,  on  acceisnt  of  their  drawing  loo  fmuck 

water  to  be  able  to  purfue  them  in  (hore. 
\  Mr.  Wilbirf^rcc  began  by  declaring, that  he  had  given  way 
wiih-pleafuife  to  the  three  gallant  officers  who  had  preceded 
kim.  Th^y  were  indeed  eminently  entitled  to  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe*  not  only  from  their  profeiTional  Icnowiedgeand 
experience^  but  from  the  fervtces  alfo  which  they  had 
rendered  to  their  country.  The'  Houfe  mud,  no  doubt,  be  pe* 
culiarly  defirous,  as  he  bioifelf  was,  of  hearing  the  fenu« 
ments  of  Gentlemen  of  this  defcriptton.  Nevenhelols  be 
coofsfledf  that  when  he  iirft  fofe,  it  had  been  to  vindicate 
his  own  claim  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  (a  claim  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  Mr.  Tierney,  feeooed  to  deey  to 
all  but  profeffional  men,)  to  form  his  opinion  and  deliver  his 
ientiments  on  the  importaot  queftion  which  had  been  Cub^ 
initted  to  them  by  his  right  hon.  Friend.  Surely  it  was  the 
duty  of  Parliament,  and  of  every  individual  Memberas  a  part  of 
the  whole,  to  keep  a  conftaot  watch  over  all  the  public  con* 
oerns  of  the  country  ;  and  efpecially  over  the  coodud  of  ex* 
ecutive  Governn^ent.  And  the  naval  department^  as  that  in 
which  our  fafely  was  efpecially  involved,  was  peculiarly  en* 
titled  to  our  attention.  Indeed  if  naval  men  only  were  to 
dircuTs  naval  queftions,  the  right  hon.  Member  bimfelf  had 
fcarcely  been  long  enough  in  office  to  entitle  him  to  take  a 
Aare  in  the  debate.  But  in  truth  the  fubjeA  was  one  on 
which  it  behoved  every  man  who  was  interefted  for  the  wel-» 
fare  of  his  country,  to  form  and.  declare  his  opinion  with 
ierioufnefs  and  franknefs  ;  and  he  could  not  but  condemn  the 
kvity  of  tone  andinanncr,  which  pervaded  the  fpeech  of  tbe 
hon.  Gentleman,  ill  fuited  as  it  appeared  to  him  to  the  gm* 
vity  of  the  queftion  itfelf,  and  much  more  ill  fuked  to  the 
critical  and  ferious  fituation  of  the  country.  But  paffing 
from  the  manner  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  fpeech  to  its 
fubflance,  Mr.  Wilberforce  codld  not  think  tliat  he  had 
urged  any  foiid  arguments  againft  the  motion,  of  his  ligbt' 
hon.  Friend.  What  was  that  motion^  and  what  were  the 
grounds  on  which  it  was  built }  He  hoped  it  was  no  im- 
proper deference  to  affirm,  that  it  was  entitled  to  the  more 
■confkderation  on  account  of  the  quarter  from  which  it  came. 
IVe  were  in  a  fituation  perilous  beyond  all  former  exampia 
in  our  hiftory.  France,  alter  albher  cbnquefts,  was  threateiH 
ing  us  with  the  whole  undi^  erted  force  of  her  immenfe  popu* 
lation.     She  was  accumulating  preparations  for  invafion  en 
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a  kilt  df  glg»iitid  mignitude,  along  the  whole  of  Iter  Ex- 
tended coaft.  In  thele  circunlftances  it  was  ftated  by  his^ 
right  hon.  Friend^  that  fcom  the  bed  information  he  could 
oteain^  our  naval  force,  the  particular  claflTes  of  which  he^ 
had  diftindly  fpecified/  was  much  fmaiier  than  at  former 
periods  of  far  lefs  ferious  alarm  ;  that  in  particular  we  were 
deficient*  in  that  peculiar  defcription  of  naval  force  which 
was  particularly  futted  to  the  fort  of  attack  wq  had  reafon  10 
tfxpoft,  and  that  at  length,  when  its  importance  had  beea  ' 
feen  and  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  fupply  this  deficiency^ 
it  was  in  a  degree  utterly  inadequate  to  the  occafion,  and 
with  a  flownefs  which,  coofidering  ihac  we  were  told  by 
Minifters  that  the  attack  might  be  at  any  time  expeded,  was 
aiterly  unaccountable.  On  thefe  points  therefore,  infor* 
Blation  was  defired,  that  we  might  know  whether  adequate 
preparations  liad  been  made,  adequate  bo;th  in  extent,  in 
-kind,  and  in  promptitude  againft  the  threatened  danger* 
Could  it  be  denied  that  if  the  number  of  our  (hips  of  i^ar  of 
different. kinds  was  fmaller  than  at  former  periods,  it  was  a. 
circamftance  which  at  leaft  deferred  the  attention  of  Par- 
liament and  required  the  explanation  of  Government  ?  Again^ 
his  right  hoiK  Friend,  looking  forward  to  the  poflible  pro* 
tradion  of  the  prefent  war,  or  at  lead  to  the  means  of  our 
future  fecurity,  had  been  ju^ly  alarmed  to  find  that  we  wexe 
Btterly  negh^ding  the  means  of  increafing  or  even  main- 
taining ournavy,  and  therefore  wiflied  thatjhe  Houfe  fliould 
call  for  fuch  information  as  would  elucidate  this  moft  im« 
portant  point.  Now  what  were  the  objedions  which  had 
been  ureed  againft  complying  with  the  motions  of  his  right 
koR.  Fneod  i  It  had  not  been  ftated  that  information  mjght 
be  convey^  to  the  eneniy%  Indeed  nodiftini5t  danger  had 
even  been  alleged  to  be  likely  to  refult.  Firft,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  objefied  that  aflenting  to  thefe  motions  mgft 
infallibly  lead  to  an  inquiry  into  the  condudl  of  the  Firft  • 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  In  the  firft  place,  granting  that  this 
were  fo,  is  it  then  to  be  oppofed  as  a  bar  in  the  way  of  our 
proceeding  in  the  difcharge  of  a  moft  important  and  neceiTatf 
duty  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  was  perfuaded  that  an  inquiry 
into  the  whole  of  our  naval  fyftem  might  have  fome  eiFeSa 
by  no  means  unfavourable.  Surely  an  inquiry  of  this  foit 
might  be  carried  on  withput  difcloiing  to  the  public  any  thing 
which  ii  was  improper  to  divulge.  Were  there  not  fucU 
mftitoiions  as  fecrct  Committees  familiar  in  the  pradiee  of 
the  Houfe  I     Surely  our  excellent  Cooftitutioa  bad  not  left 
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'  tM  deftitute  of  the  means  of  execoting  our  fiihdion  of  look- 
ing into  the  cctndud  of  Government,  wiil>out  difclofing  fe- 
'  crets,  the  publication  of  Mrhkh  might  be  injurions.     Surely 
*  we  were  not  reduced  to  the  wretched  akernative  of  fufFeting 
abufes  to  prevail  becanfe  they  eould  not  be  inveftigated  and 
~  corre£ted  without  a  mirchievous  expofure  of  them  to  our 
enemies  and  to  the  world.    But  let  it  be  remembered  ^he' mo- 
tion is  not  far  an  inquiry,  but  for  information  ;  and  the  coii« 
ceflion  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himfelf  has  made 
may  well  be  turned  againft  himfelf,  that  if  he  grants  the  ill'*' 
formation  delTred*  there  will  appear  fuch  ftrong  prefuraptivc 
ground  to  furped  the  Admiralty  of  negligence  and  fupine- 
nefs,  that  there  is  no  courfe  left  for  them,  but  to  withhold 
the  information  altogether.     This  is  furely  to^onfefs  that 
there  is  at  lead  a  ftrong  prima  fade  appezjmuce  of  blame* 
Some  of  the  papers  were  indeed  to  be  granted,  but  what  they 
were*  he  could  not  well  colled  from  the  language  and  flill 
lefs  from  the  argument  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.     Surely  if 
it  was  right  at  all  to  entertain  the  fubje^V,  it  was  right  to 
invefiigate  it  thoroughly.     If  Government  tells  us  the  com* 
parative  numbers  of  fome  clafles  of  our  naval  force  at  this 
and  a  former  period,  why  not  of  all  ?    Otherwife  we  (hall 
have  an  imperfe6^,  and  therefore  a  falfe  •  notion  of  our  flate 
and  preparations.   Again,  if  it  be  right  to  afcertain  that  our 
naval  force  is  now  fufijcient,  furely  it  isalfo  right  to  examine 
in  to  themeans  that  are'ufed  for  maintaining  it^  and  for  bring- 
ing forward  new  (hips  as  cur  old  ones  (hall  be  worn  out. 
But  why,  fays  the  hon.  Gentleman,  bring  forward  this  mo- 
tion when  fuch  perfed  fatisfaAion  prevails  throughout  the 
country,  and  particularly  among  the  whole  naval  fervice  > 
On  the  latter  point,  Mr.  Wilberforce  declared  that  he  muft 
fay  <he  refult  of  his  experience  was  very  different.     It  was 
for  every  man  to  form  his  judgment  as  well  as  he  could,   by 
availing  himfelf  of  all  the  fources  of  information  to 'which  be 
could  obtain  accefs.    He  felt  it  his  duty  to  declare,  fpeaking 
with  the  fame  folemnity  as  if  he  were  delivering  his  fenti* 
ments  in  a  court  of  juflice,  that   the  naval  men  in  general 
with  whom  he  h^d  converfed,  condemned  the  fyflem  pur- 
fuedby  the  prefent  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  were  highly  dif. 
fatisfied  with  hs  general  condud.     He  could  refer  to  an  au« 
ihority  which  he  knew  his  hon.  Friends  below  him  would 
highly  refpeifb,  an  authority  of  high  profeflional  rank,  of  emi* 
nent  knowledge,  and   lorg  experience,   by  which  he  was 
warranted  to  ailirm  that  our  prefent  preparations  were  by  no 
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flsetns  aikquatt  to  the  preCint  exigency,  or  (bch  as  th«y 
might  eafily  have  been  made,  or  might  even  ftiil  be  rendered* 
But  why,  faid  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)i  all  thia 
wotk  about  three  and  twenty  gun  brigs^  that  Mu(ketaj9eet,  aa 
it  had  been  termed  by  a  gallant  otticer  below  him  ?  How- 
unfair  a  reprefentation  was  this  of  his  right  lion.  Friend's  ar- 
gument r  Had  he  confined  his  attention  to  this  particular 
clafs  of  force  i  He  had  indeed  made  it  one  obje.^)  of  his 
notice,  as  being  that  particular  fpecies  of  force  which  we 
were  likely  to  want  in  our  prefent  circumftances,  and  which 
the  Admiralty  themfelves  had,  by  ordering  them,  admitted  to 
be  ufeful,  though  they  were  not  by  that  order  to  be  provided 
either  in  Aifficient  number  or  with  the  requiilte  diPpiich. 
But  while  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  thus  Ihewn  that  this  per* 
baps  comparatively  fpeaking  lefs  important  part  of  our  naval 
preparations  did  not  efcape  his  notice,  he  had  yet  atlemied, 
both  for  the  prefent  period  and  for  future  times,  with  pro- 
poftionably  greater  earnednefs  to  that  more  important  part  of 
our  naval  force,  our  (hips  of  the  line  and  frigates.  But  the 
boo.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  feemed  almofl  to  refent  alto* 

Sher  as  an  impertinent  intrufion  his  right  hon.  Friend's 
towing  a  thought  or  faying  a  word  upon  our  naval  affairs. 
He  would  permit  him  to  amufe  himfelf  with  the  volunteers  ; 
there  he  would  even  allow  him  fome  merit ;  but  what  had 
be  to  do  with  naval  queftions  ?     But  furely  )iis  right   hon. 
Friend  afied  on  this  occafion  in  a'manner  worthy  of  his  dif- 
Unguiflied  talents  and  his  former  charader.     He  had  indeed 
exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  by  his  wifdom  and  experience  to 
foggeft,  by  bis  eloquence  to  enforce,  and  by  his  per fonal  efforts 
gih  to  carry  into adual  effed,  fuch  tneafures  as  might  render 
the  vohiAteers  mod  efEcient  for  the  defence  of  their  country. 
But  while  he  was  thus  endeavouring  to  provide  the  means  of 
defeating  the  enemy  if  he  (hould  tSeSt  a  landing,  he  was  not 
lefs  vigilant  in  his  endeavours  to  prevent  that  landing  from 
being  effected.     While  he  endeavoured  to  render  the  land 
ibrce adequate  to  its  obje£l,  he  did  not  forget  that  ihe  naval  fer« 
vice  was  juftly  the  favourite  fervice  of  this  country,  or  neg- 
leSt  ihofe  better  means  of  defence  with  which  Providence  had 
fo  amply  provided  us.     This  was  to  ad  with  the  circum- 
fpedion  as  well  as  the  patriotifm  of  a  real  (latefman.     But 
ihis,  Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  naturally  led  him  to  comment 
on  another  part  of  the  light  hon.  Gentleman's  fpeech*  wherein 
be  had  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the  Admiralty  in  having  de- 
iifted  from  the  ufual  pra^Slicc  of  building  iliips  of   war  in  the 
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merchantsV  yards ;  and  the  hon.  Membtfr  had ^veo  thrown 
oiit  that  the  remarks  his  right  hon.  Friend  badma^eonthefub-*' 
^  jed,  fmelt  of  contraSion.  What  was  there,  Mr*  Wilberforce 
'    aiked,   in  the  temper^  the  charadler,   the  practice  of  hia 
right  hon.  Friend,  which  could  lead  the  hon.  Met&ber  to 
fuppofe  that  he  had  been  put  forward  to  make  his  mo« 
tjon  by  fome  difcontented  contrador?     He  was  perftiaded 
the    hon.     Gentleman    would    retrafl    an    infinuation    fd 
fp    little    fuired    to  the  refpedabiliiy    of   his  own    fitua* 
lion,  or  that  of  his  right  hon.  Friend.     But  the  fubjedl  itfelf 
was  of  the  moft  ferious  importance.     It  had  for  many  jtSit^ 
been  the  edablifhed  pradice  of  the  navy  to  build  the  greater 
part  of  our  (hips  in  the  private  yards,  the  King's  yards  being 
fully  employed  in  repairing  them.     But  it  was  faid  that  thtt 
Ihips  built  in  the  n>erchants*  yards  were  bad  ones,  a  fource  of 
profufion  and  of  jobs.     On  this  he  muft  afk,  were  not  the 
bargains  made  by  public  competition?  might  hot,  and  ought 
not  the  contradbrs  to  be  hound  under  high  penalties  to  fur- 
nifh  proper  materials  and  good   workmanfliip?  A  gallant 
Admiral  had  fpecified  two  bad  (hips  which  had  been  built  in 
private  yards.    Could  he  not  have  mentioned  alfo,  if  he  had 
been  willing,  bad  (hips  which  had  been  built  in  the  King's 
yards  ?  It   waa  in  rhem,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  all  the 
abufes  had  been  ftaied  to  prevail,  which  the  Admiralty  claim* 
ed  fo  much  credit  for  correding.     But  did  Gentlemvi    bear 
in  mind,  that  more  than  three  fourths  of  all  our  (hips  of  the 
line  had  been  commonly  built  in  private  yards  i  The  King'* 
vards  were  neceiTarily  more  occupied  in  repairii)g  (hips  dur* 
ing  war  than  during  peace,  and  might  therefore  be  fuppo(ed 
likely  to  be  able  during  peace  to  fpare  more  of  their  force  for 
building.   Yet  in  the  feven  years  of  peace  between  1783  and 
17S91  of  which  he  happened  to  have  an  account,  29  fail  of 
the  line  were  built  in  the  private  yards,  and  only  8  in  the' 
King's  yards.    Surely,  however,  it  might  have  been  expeded^ 
that  when  the  ancient  eilabji (bed  mode  of  maintaining  the 
naval   (Irength  of  the  country   was  abandoned;  when  we* 
were  no  longer  to  look  to  the  merchants'  yards,  whence  our 
chief  fuppiy  had  hitherto  been  obtained,  that  at  leaft  we 
(hould  (ind  fome  prcportionahly    greater  exertion    in   the 
King's  yards  to   make  up  for  that  deficiency:  but  this  was 
not  even  alleged.  Nay,  the  matter  aflumed  a  far  more  ferious 
(hape,  if  the  gallant  Admiral  oppofite  to  him  was  corre^V  in 
afErming.  that  of  the  ufual  complement  of  artificers  in  the 
King's  yards,  fotnewhat  above  3,000,  near  8co  fewer  hande 
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^  ihui  oidinafy  were  now  employed.  Surely  if  this  were  (b^ 
the  Tiriijeft  well  de&rved  ihe  attention  of  Parliament.  It 
might  feem  much  that  the  Admiralty  had  abandoned  that 
fyfteffl  on  which  our  navy  had  rifen  to  the  unexampled  Rate 
of  ftreiigth  and  glory,  to  which  it  had  attained  during  tUt 
laft  war;  but  how  inueh  more  did  it  call  for  inquiry  when 
we  found  th^  no  alternative  was  provided,  no  new  (burce 
dtfcovered,  whence  we  might  obtain  that  fupply  which  was 
neccflary,  not  meiely  for  our  honour  but  for  our  very  exift* 
ence  ?  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Ticrney)  had 
urged  i«  as  an  argumintum  ad  hominem  againft  his  right 
bon.  <  Friendy  and  all  other  Members  of  that  Houfe  who 
might  objeft  that  the  preparations  made  againft  the  enemy 
were  not  fufltcient,  that  they  had  acquiefced  in  the  vote  for 
100,000  feamen,  and  had  thereby  precluded  themfeives  from 
urging  that  more  fliould  be  employed:  but  to  this  argument 
tbete  were  many  obvious  anfwers.  If  they  had  given  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  ioo»ooo  feamen^ 
had  they  not  given  him  as  many  as  he  aiked?  and  if  he  had 
a(ked  for  more,  for  iao»ooo,  130,000,  140,000,  150,000,  or 
ftoo,ooo  feamen,  would  they  not  have  been  readily  voted?  Be- 
fides,  was  it  not  always  under(k>od' that  in  time  of  war  the 
number  of  feamen  aAually  employed,  was  not  to  be  limited 
by  the  numbers  which  Parliament  had  voted  ?  The  Adrni* 
ratty  got  as  many  as  they  could,  and  voted  ttie  number  thej 
expeAcdto  get.  It  was  not  within  the  province  of  private 
Members  of  Parliament  ^0  fit  down  to  coofider  what  num* 
|wr  of  leamen  would  be  wanted  for  the  puUic  fervice;  this 
was  the  fpecial  duty  of  the  King's  Minifiers,  who  poflefled 
fttoans  of  information  inacceflible  to  any  but  official  men, 
and  who"  were  fcrponfibie  for  providing  adequately  for  the 
public  (afety.  It  was  their  duty  to  fee  that-  a  fufficient  force 
was  prepared,  and  it  would  be  a  poor  excufe  indeed  if  it 
fliould  be  found  infofficient,  to  allege  that  the  Houre  of 
Commons  had  aequtefced  in  the  eftimates  which  the  Govern^ 
ment  had  laid  before  them.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
reprefented  it  as  an  imputation  on  the  charader  of  the  noble 
Lord  at' the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  to  entertain  the  prefent 
qOeftion.  Nd  mat),  Mr.  W.  faid,  felt  more  gratitude  than 
kimfclf  for  the  profeflional  fervices  of  the  noble  Lord :  loiig 
might  he  repofe  on  the  laurels  he  had  fo  honourably  won  ! 
But  ihey  had  no  right  to  compliment  away  the  fafeiy  of  therr 
country,  lo  deal  fairly  with  themfeives,  might  not  a  man 
have  been  ^  diflinguifhed  naval  commander,  who  might  be 
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not  fo  welt  Aiitcd  to  the  details  of  office,  or  what  may  bft 
termed  the  civil  bufinefs  of  the  navy  i  Much  morcy  ma^t  ie 
tiot  happen,  that  from  impaired  health  or  from  other  caufea* 
a  man  ibe  moft  jufily  diftinguilhed  at  one  period  of  his  lifia 
for  naval  (kill  and  gallantry,  might  not  at  another  be  fitted 
for  the  fedentary  labours  of  a  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  } 
Let  not  the  Houfe  of  Commons  be  prevented  from  doing  iia 
duty  by  motives  of  delicacy,  or  even  by  feelings  of  gratitudo 
which  are  in  this  cafe  jufily  due.     Let  them  remember  that 

.  the  conftiuiion  has  invefted  them  with  the  important  office 
of  watching  over  the  condu£tof  Government,  and  of  provid* 
ing  for  the  fafety  of  their  country*  The  papers  now  called 
for  are  neceflfary  for  enabling  them  to  fuliil  this  important 
truft.     If  it  appears,  faid  Mr.  W.  that  my  right  honourable 

-  Friend's  fufpicions  are  ill  founded,  if  the  papers  when  pro* 
duted  fball  (hew  that,  in  the  mofi  perilous  circumflances  in 
which' we- were  ever  engaged,  the  Admiralty  have  provided  a 
force  adequate  to  the  aryount  of  the  exigency,  they  will  not 
only  vindicate  their  characters  from  blame,  but  they  will 
prove  themfeives  entitled  to  the  future  confidence  of  theix 
country*  Ifit  fhall,  on  the  contrary,  appear  that  our  naval 
force  is  inadequate,  it  is  fit  we  Ihouid  know  it.  Let  us  look 
our  iituation  in  the  face.  We  muft  endeavour  in  that  cafe  to 
a6l  upon  thefiiggeftion  of  the  gallant  Admiral  below  me  (and 
1K>  nun  more  able  than  himfelf  toad  upon  it  with  eflFefi}^ 
and  make  our  fix  (hips do  the  work,  of  twelve.  We  mull 
douUe  the  efficiency  of  our  force  by  our  celerity  and  vigouf 
m  employing  it.  «<  But,"  fays  the  hon.  Member,  **  it  haf 
been  ufual  to  lay  a  ground  for  motions  of  this  fort  m  fome 
jsational  loTs  or  misfortune,  and  nothing  of  this  fort  is  alleged 
as  a  juflification  of  the  prefent  motion.  Wait  till  then,  and 
tbe  motion  will  at  leafi  be  made  on  ftronger  grounds,"  Thia 
XDode  of  reafoning  might,  poflibly  be  admitted  in  common 
iime5;  but  let  it  be  ever  borne  in  mind  that  the  cbnger  againft 
which  we  are  now  providing  is  of  no  ordinaiy  fort*  A  blow 
is  aimed  at  our  very  vitals.  Surely  to  a£l  upon  the  principle 
of  tbe  hon..  Genilenun  would  be  to  play  too  deep  a  game* 
We  contend  for  too  high  a  ftalcci  and  we  (hall  not,  I  truA,  be 
fuch  defperategameflers,  as  thus  to  hazard  all  that  is  dear  to 
ourfelves  and  our  poflerity.  If  the  enemy  fliQuldeffed  % 
laiKling  on  our  (hores,  I  trull  they  will  be  met  with  that  do* 
termincd  valour  which  has  ever  charaAerifcd  the  natives  of 
this  happy  country;  but  let  us  remember  that  we  owe  it  tQ 
our  volunteers  themfelvesi  not  to  expofe  them  aeedlefsly  m 
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iht  p«^ri)$  a»d  fufferingB  o(  fuch  an  arduous  conteft«  if  by 
fufficknt  navat^feparafions  we  can  prevent  the  eneoiy  from 
'binding  on  our  ihores  ;  we  owe  it  therefore  to  ourfelves^  l(^ 
our  country,  and  to  the  world  at  Urge,  to  exert  the  utmoft  of 
our  na^i  ftrength.  It  is  for  the  purpofe  of  calling  forth  an^ 
matntaininrg  this  ilrength  in  full  meafure  and  complete  t&t- 
ctency  that  the  motion  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  ia  made»  and 
it  will  therefore  receive  my  warm  fupport. 

Mr.  Sheridan — It  was  my  intention,  Sir,  to  Wait  until  I 
ftoold  hear  the  opinions  of  profedional  men  on  thii  fubjed, 
but  the  obfervations  which  have  been  made  by  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  who  has  judfat  down,  urge  me  to  obtrude  myfelf  on  yout 
notice  thus  prematurely,  and  contrary  to  my  original  inten*- 
lion.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has,  in  my  mind,  ufed  obfer* 
vations  the  ifioft  un  war  rant  aide  on  parliatnentary  grounds  I 
have  ever  heard  in  this  Huufc.  He  has  ftaied,  that  he  has 
never  had  converfation  with  any  naval  officer  whofe  opinion 
has  not  been  decidedly  in  contradidion  to  the  fyftem  upon 
which  the  naval  affairs  of  the^  country  have  been  for  fom^ 
tim^  back  conduAcd;  that  is  lo  fay,  fincc  the  gallant  Admi- 
ral, who  now  prefides  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  Board,  was 
jlppointed  to  that  high  ftation;  and  this  information  foobtain«^ 
ed,  he  offers  to  the  Houfe  as  a  juftification  for  the  cenfur6 
Vrhich  the  advocates  for  the  motion  before  the  Houfe  would 
attach  to  ifie  charader  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Admiral'ry.  The  hon.  Gentleman  ventures  to  tell  the  Houfe» 
that  upon  grounds  fuch  as  thefe,  there  is  a  fufSctent  reafon  fot . 
the  inquiryi  and  for  granting  the  papers  required ;  but  from 
whom  has  the  hon.  Gentleman  obtained  the  intelligence,  and 
heard  the  fentiments  to  which  he  thinks  the  Houfe  ought  to 
•ttacH  fo  much  importance?  From  officers,  no  doubt,  who 
are  alh ore  and  unemployed;  from  thofe  who  have  not  the 
beft  opportunity  of  judging,  and  whofe  judgment  for  many 
ftafons  is  not  entitled  to  the  firft  attention :  but  not  from 
fuch  officers  as  thofe  whom  the  Houfe  has  heard  this  night; 
not  from  fuch  as  the  gallant  Admiral  who  preceded  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  whom  I  am  now  alluding,  and  who  has  at« 
traded  my  notice  by  ftatements  which  I  am  inclined  td 
think  he.has  colledcd  from  perfons  fuch  as  I  have  defcrib- 
ed,  from  thofe  whofe  accounts  of  the  condition  of  the  navy 
traturally  receive  a  colouring  from  their  own  fituation.  Thus 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  perfuade  us  to-  found  our  verdiA 
on  an  occafion  fo  important  as  that  now  before  us,  upon  evi* 
^nce  drawn  from  fuch  fources,  Upon  fecond-hwd  aflcrtionf^ 
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in  a  wofrd  upon,  mere  hearOiy.  The  honourable  Gentleman 
in  no  doubt  a  confcientious  man,  be  certainly  fu  conridx;rs 
.and  dcfcribes  bimrelf}  and  we  cannot  give  hioi  any  credit  at 
all  if. we  do  not  believe  him  to  be  fo  ;  and  I  would  appeal  to 
i)is  conrcientioufnefs  lyhether  he  does  thint  that  any  court  of 
Jiiifticcy  and  this  Houfe  is  now  called  upon  to  act  in  that  cap<i^ 
city,  would  prnnojunce  fentence  in  any  eafc  upon  evidence  of 
the  nature  ot  that  upon  which  be  fee  ins  to  rely?  I  Tay  that 
there  is  no  cotKt  that  would  aitend  to»  much  lefs  believe  fuch 
aircrtions.  If  the  bon.  Gentleman  has  any  charge  to  urge 
i^aind  the  noble  Lord  againft  whom  t,he  motion  before 
the  Houfe  appears  to  be  pointed,  I  fay,  let  the  evidence 
b,c  brought  forward^  but  don't  let  accufations  be  tnfi- 
nuated  or  fent  abroad,  unfupported  by  any  witneflTcf 
whatever,  unjudified  by  any  iad,  and  excuftd.  only  by 
a  loofe  ftatement  that  fuch  and  fuch  offi2:ers,  whom 
no  .one  ventures  to  name,  are  much  in  the  habit  of 
fpeaking  ill  of  the  condu£i  of  the  Admiralty,  and  uf 
the  charader  of  its  principal  director.  The  hon.  Gentle* 
man,  however,  has  told  us,  that  he  entertains  a  very  fincere 
fefped  for  this  noble  Lord;  and  really  here  I  muft  remark, 
that  I  never  heard  of  any  public  chara£ter  for  whom  men  are 
more  forward  to  profefs  refpe^t,  nor  oiie  that  is  fo  much  re- 
fpe£ted,  and  yet  fo  much  afperfed.  The  grounds  of  the  re* 
{peA  are,  however,  notorious,  while  thofe  of  the  afperHon 
are  not  even  pretended  to  red  upon  any  thing  more  than 
hearfay  evidence,  which  is  furely  not  fufficient  to  induce  this 
Houfe  to  acquiefce  in  a  motion  that  has  no  other  objed  in 
view,  than  to  c  nvey  an 'imputation  upon  one  of  the  mod 
galhnt  and  meritorious  characters  this  country  has  ever  pro« 
duced.  For  fuch  a  purpofe  I  will  never  give  my  vote.  I 
will  not  therefore  confcnt  to  the  gratit  of  a  Hngle  (lip  of  pa- 
per, however  plaufible  the  pretence  for  demanding  it,  that 
may  lead  to  an  inquiiy  for  which  there  exids  no  necefllty 
whatever  ;  to  enter  into  which  would  imply  a  fufpicion  fur 
tvl.ich  there  is  not  the  (hadow  of  excufe,  end  import  an  ac-- 
cufation  for  which  there  is  not  the  flighted  ground.  I  would 
aik  the  right  hon.  Mover  of  this  propofiiiun,  what  are  the 
reafons,  for  he  certainly  has  not  flatcd  any,  which  have  pro- 
yoked  him  to  alter  his  fent iments  with  refpe£l  to  the  noble 
Lord  who  was  the  fubje6l  of  fuch  warm  panegyric,  upon  the 
fird  acceflion  of  the  prefcnt  MinKters  to  officer  and  whp,  L 
"Would  be  curious  to  know,  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
think  more  adequate  to  the  high  (laiion  he  (ills;  whom, 
w^ould  he  recommend  to  fucceed  him  ?  If  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman 
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flcman  did  pronounce  the  fplendld  panegyric  to  which  1  have 
allutled  lipon  this  noble  ^ord,  upon  light  grounds,  hfr  was 
certainly  very  cenfurable,  for  he  was,  as  it  were,  giving  a. 
falfc  characler,  and  that  of  a  great  public  fervant;  but  it 
was  well  known  that  ihofe  grounds  were  not  light— they 
retted  upon  the  higheft  public  fervices,  and  were  fupporttd 
by  the'  warm  and  unanimous  apfilaufes  of  the  coumry. 
Why  then  has  the  right  hon.  Genileman,  and  the  hc>n-  Gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  laft,  changed  t^eir  opinions?  Why  have 
they  altered  thtir  feniimcnis  of  the  noble  Lord?  Has  any 
thing  occurred  fince  to  induce  or  jufli'y  the  chungc?  I  chal- 
lenge them  to  take  the  moft  minute  rctrofpc^St  cf  the  condtift 
of  that  noble  Lord  fince  his  appointment  to  the  prefidency  of 
the  Admiralty  :  I  call  upon  them  to  retrace  all  hisfleps,  and 
to  point  out  ont  reaCon  why  he  has  forfeited  their  confidence; 
I  mean  fuch  a  reafnn  as  this  Houfe  would  recognife  as  fuSi* 
cient  to  juftify  the  propofed  inquiry.  What  faQs  have  they 
in  their  power  to  prodxicc?  I  atn  faiisfied  they  have  none, 
and  therefore  I  will  refift  the  propolition ;  and  this  is  the  firft 
inftancc  iri  whidi  it  has  happened  that  I  have  felt  it  triy  duty 
lo  oppofe  a  motion  for  inquiry.  Indeed,  on  every  fuch 
motion  heretofore  that  I  recollect,  particularly  during  the  ad- 
miniRration  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by  whorm  the  pre- 
fcnt  motion  was  fubmitied  to  the  Houfe,  ample  grounds 
were  laid  to  demand  inquiry;  but  in  this  inftance  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  demand  is  unfupported,  not  merely  by  com- 
mon fenfe,  but  common  decency.  I  do  not  intend  to  atiti- 
bute  improper  motives  to  the  right  hon.  Mover;  but  I  beg 
toaikhim,  what  good  can  he  accompliQi  by  the  produtTtion 
of  papers  refpefling  the  Hate  of  our  navy  in  a  former  war? 
What  arc  his  views?  Does  he  mean  to  inftiuue  a  compari- 
fon  between  Lord  St.  Vincent  and  Lord  Spencer ;  to  afcer- 
lain  which  of  the  two  is  better  qualified  to  manage  our  na- 
val concerns?  I  cannot  fee  the  purp.fe  of  luch  a  contraft. 
It  cannot  tend  to  any  good  objecL  Indeed  I  am  confident 
that  if  a  ftranger  were  10  obferve  the  whole  of  this  proceed- 
ing, he  would  not  hefiiatc  to  pronounce  that  it  could  be  only 
actuated  by  factious  and  party  motives.  J  his  I  am  the  more 
ftrongiy  indtned  to  believe  from  the  ftatcments  of  the  gallant 
officer  (ijir  EJward  Pcllew),  which  were  quite  a  fatisfaitory 
reply  to  all  the  arguments  that  have  been  advanced  this  even- 
ing, and  a  fdl  refutation  of  the  calumnies  that  have  been  for 
fome  lime  back  propagated  relative  to  the  condition  oa*  our 
navy.     In  that  fpeech,  which  applied  as  forcibly  to  thg  heait 
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as  the  underftazidingy  the  hoii.  Baronet  manifefted  not  oolf 
that  finceriiy  and  franknefs  which  is  the  general  charaAer* 
iftic  of  Che  ptofeflion  of  which  he  forms  fo  bright  an  orna* 
xnent,  and  which  never  fails  to  intereft  any  man  capable' of 
feeling,  but  alfo  a  confiderable  (hare  of  acutenefs  and  judg- 
ment :  he  made  fome  very  pertinent  remarks  upon  the  na- 
ture of  thofe  gun-boats  which  feem  to  be  fuch  favourites  of 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  who  brought  forward  this 
motion,  but  of  which  the  hon.  Baronet  don't  appear  at  all  to 
approve ;  and,  from  my  own  obfervation,  I  certainly  aoi 
difpofedto  agree  with  that  hon.  Baronet,  who  is  much  more 
competent  to  judge  upon  the  fubjeft  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  or  any  other  (latefman.  I  am  not  furprifed  that 
thefe  gun-boats  Ihould  be  treated  with  fo  much  contempt  by 
naval  men.  I  have  happened  to  fee  fomething  of  them  my* 
feify  by  accident,  in  the  courfe  of  the  lall  war,  on  the  South 
coafty  and  they  really  appeared  to  me  to  be  quite  unfit  to  ren- 
der any  material  fervice  in  the  way  of  attack  or  defence;  in> 
deed  fom^  of  them  were  incapable  of  firing  a  fhot  It 
is  known  tliat  out  of  the  120  gun- boats  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  in  commiffion  at  the  clofe  of  the  lafl 
war,  there  were  fcarcely  any  retained  as  at  all  ufeful,  and* 
that  €2  of  them,  which  were  purchafed  from  contraSors, 
were  much  the  worft.  Enough  has  been  faid  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  of  the  kind  of  veflels  which  contraftors  generally 
built;  and  without  referring  to  thethips  of  the' line,  of 
which  the  honourable  Baronet  has  taken  notice,  in 
proof  of  the  badnefs  of  their  materials  and  the  inferiority  of 
their  workmanlhip,  I  (hail  only  remark  on  thefe  gun- boats. 
I  dp  not,  indeed,  like  to  dwell  on  the  mifconduft  of  inferior 
officers  in  any  department.  I  do  not  wifh  to  hear  of  fuch 
perfons  in  this  Houfe  ;  we  fhould  always  look  to  the  heads 
of  thofe  departments  as  the  perfons  anfwerable  to  us.  llic 
Navy  Board  may  be  fufpefted  of  having  played  into  the 
hands  of  the  contraftors  during  the  laft  war  ;  and  perhaps,' 
to  that  was  owing  the  great  inferiority  of  the  right  hon.- 
Gentleman's  gun-boats — an  inferiority  which  was  certainly 
very  glaiing,  for  out  of  the  120,  87  were  fold,  after  adver- 
tiferaent,  for  almofl  nothing ;  foipe  which  could  not  be 
difpofed  of  were  retained,  and  fix  were  fent  to  Jerfey,  which 
were  found  fo  utterly  ^ufelefs,  that  Captain  D*Auvergne 
knew  not  what  to  do  with  them.  He,  however,  fent  live 
of  them  home  fome  time  after,  and  was  obliged  to  fend 
ibme  of  his  beft  cruifers  to  tow  Ihcm  fafely.  Yet  this  is 
the  kind  of  foTce  which   the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 

recommend 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MAftcK  t^l  STATE  07  OUR  NAVAL  FOf^C&  n> 

refominend  in  preference  to  any. other  to  defeod  our  co^ft*. 
It  reminds  me  of  an  anecdote  of  the  right  lion.  Gentleman's 
Adiuinidratton^  when  three  men  of  war  were  fent  to.  this 
country  from   Portugal  which  was  our  ally;  thofe   ftujpa 
were  found  to  be  incapable  of  giving  us  any  ailiftaace,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  were  lb  little  fea-woithy»  that  it, was  de- 
termined to  fend  them  home»  and  it  became  abfolutely  ne- 
cefTary  to  difpatch  one  of  our  frigates  with  tl)em  asa  convoy^ 
Such  (hipping  would  of  courfe  be  ratlier  an  incumbrance  tOr 
US;  and  the  gun  boats,  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  fo  partial,  would,  from  all  that  I  have  heard  abrpad, 
which  is  corroborated  by  the  hon.  Baronet  this  night,  be 
rather  injurious  on  the  fcore  of  expence,  and  tlie  number  of 
men  they  would  neceflarily  require,  than  likely  to  be  fer- 
viceable. — An  hon.  Admiral  on  the  lower  bench  (Admiral 
Berkeley)  has,  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  extraordinary  fpeecbr 
ftated  that  he  had  delivered  in  a  plan  to  the  Admiralty,, 
which,  if  aded  upon,  muft  efFeAually  fecure  our  own  coau» 
and  completely  deftipy  the  flotilla  of  the  enemy.    The  gal- 
lant Admiral  has  detailed  to  the  Houfe  fome  parts  of  this 
plan ;  but  he  has  not  told  us  whether  it  was  the  production 
of  his  own  brain  or  that  of  (ome  other  perfon,  and  doubt- 
leis  it  would  be,  from  the  fpecimen  he  has  given  us,  a  firong 
proof  of  bis  own  gallantry  to   own  it  {a  laugh).     With- 
out pretending  to  much  nautical  knowledge,  one  might,  I 
think,  queAion  the  corre^nefs  of  the  hon.  Admiral's  ideas 
upon  this  proje£t,  for  the  pradicability  of  making  ufe  of  gun     , 
boats  to  annoy  the  flotillas  on  the  French  coaft  is  denied  by 
every  intelligent  naval  officer;  but  whatever  is  their  ufe  ia 
the  moals  along  that  coaft^^they  furely  are  incapable  of  any 
degree  of  utility,  comparable  to  that  which  may  be  derived 
from  large  (hipping  upon  our  own  coaft.     Wherever  the  lat- 
ter xan   he  employed,  the  former  mufl  be  comparatively 
ufelefs.     It  is  notorious  that,  all  along  from  Pevenfcy  to- 
Dongcnels,  a  man  of  war  can  anchor  clofe  in  Ihore,  fuch- 
is  the  depth  of  water.    This,  therefore,  is  the  defcription. 
of  force  upon  which  I  would  place. my  confidence  either 
for  attack  or  defence.     Asi  to  the  former,  who  can  en- 
tertain a  doubt  that,  if  the  French  gun  boats  (houjd  ven- 
ture out,  and  the  flightcft  bree:^e  fhouid  arife,  that  Captain 
Markham,  whom  I  mention  not  as  a  Mctnt^er  ^f  Paflia- 
m€nt,  for  that  I  know  would  be  irregular,  but  as  a.  naval 
officer,  that  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Sir   Thomas.  Trowbridge, 
or  in  f:j£l  any  oflicer  known  in  our  naval  record*,  would,. 
witli  a  fingle  14^  (hoot  through  and  fiuka  crowd^.of  that. 
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contemptible  craft  ?  With   rcfpeft  to  the  number  of  Tea- 
men   and  uinrines  now  employed',  it  has  been    flated   by 
the  right  hort.    Gentleman  on    the  Treafury  bench,  that 
there  are  98,000,  which  is  only  2000  fliort  of  the  whole 
amount  voted.     But  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpt^ke 
laft  is  ftitt  diffatisfied.    He  fays  that  there  ought  to  bcmore 
men.     He  does  not  feem  to  recolleft  that  the  vote  of  the 
Houfe  limited  the  Admiralty  ;  and  that  it  was  at  the  time 
that  vole    w^s   made    the   hon.    Gentlcman^s    objeAions 
would  have  been  moft  timely  and  proper.     That  was  the 
period  to  confider  the  amount  of  the  force  neceflary  to 
maintain  the  war.     The  Admiralty  had  thought  lOO.OOQ 
men  fufficient,  and  it  appeared  that  they  were  right  not- 
withftsmding  the  hon.  Gentleman's  difapprobation.     Tliey 
bad,  and  it  was  not  theleaft  of  their  merit,  coUefted  thi? 
vaft  force  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  months,  notwithftanding 
the  number  of  our  other  defcriptions  of  force,  and  with- 
out interrupting  the  aftive  employment  of  our  population 
in  the  various  avotations  of  oommercc,  manufaftures,  and 
agriculture.     To  the  obfervations  of  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman,  on  the  propriety  of  building  Ihips  in  the  mer- 
chants- dock  yards,  I  troft  enough  has  been  laid  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  Edward  Pellew),  at  whofe  prcfence  this  night 
the  Houfe  has  reafon  to  rejoice,  to  convince  the  right  4ion. 
Gentleman  of  his  error,  and  alfo  to  fliew  him  that  his  par- 
tiality to  gun  boats  is  not  quite  fo  judicious  as  he  imagined. 
After  what  the  hon.   Baronet  has  urged  on  this  point,  I 
iliould    hope  the    right  ho.i.    Gentleman  will  no  longer 
attempt  to  maintain  his  argument,  unlefs  he  be  influenced 
by  fuch  magnanimity  that  he  would  not  wilh  to  oppofe  the 
French  gun  boats  by  any  but  their  own  matches.  (Alau^h.) 
I  have  heard  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  lower  bench 
(Mr.  Windham)  often  deplore  that  *'  the  age  of  chivalry 
was  gone;"  but  furely  that  complaint  can  no  longer  be  re- 
pealed  If  the  right  bon.  Mover  of  thepropofition  before  the 
Houfe  (hall  continue  to  manifeft  awi(h  rather  to  oppofe  gun 
boats  to  thole  of  the  French,  than  to  fee  a  crowd  of  them 
run  down  by  an  Englifh  ^4.     This  would  be  fomething  like 
the  feeling  which  I  am  furc  would  influence  the  right  hun. 
Gentleman  on  the  lower  bench,  if,  in  pafling  through  the 
ftreet,  he  Ihould  happen  to  fee  two  men  engaged  of  unequal 
lize  andftrength.    The  right  honourable  Gentleman  would 
immediately  intcreft  himfelf  for  the  weaker  party,  and  call 
iotoadion  that  fcience  for  which  he  is  fo  diftinguifhed,  to 
leleafe^and  perhaps  to  avenge,  him.     (A  laugh.)     To  be 

ferious  : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


KfAftCB  ty]  STATE  OF  OOR  NAVAL  FOaCS.  u^ 

reriou$;  itisabfutd.to-fay,  th^t  we  fhould  a(  onc€f  giVeiUp 
that  formidable  ^^.^^ription  ofnayaUfoYQe,  in  tvbkh.  we  h^?e 
alvfays  (ouod  pur  ftrength  and  our  glory,  «tn4  tal;e  up  another 
which  is  cpndemned  not  merely  by  the  qxperiencef  to  which 
1  have  already  vefarred,  but  by  theiudgmeat  of  the  moft 
rcfpeAable  naval  oiSccrs.     "J'hat  tlws  change  too  fiiould  be 
cboTeBy  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  recommended,. merely 
ia order  to  reduce  us  to  a  kvei  with. the   French  boats;  ft>r 
no  other  argument  to  fupport  the  choice  has  been  advanced^ 
really  furprifes  me.     It  is  fqmething  like  tliis,  th^t  if  we  had 
a  ftoae  wall  to  defend  us  agalnft  the  Ihot  of  aireoeniyi  it 
ibould  be  recommended,  to  us  tothr'ow  down -Che  vtriiUaod 
iiing  ftones  at  our  ailailants.  .  An  anecdote  ihaa  b^enyciy 
generally  mentioned  with  rcfpeA  to  the  riglithW.  Genils* 
luanwlio  commenced  this  debate  ;  it  is  faid  tl>at  he  pro* 
pofed  this  fentiment-*T«*  The  volunteersVand  a  fweedy  meet- 
ing with  the  enemy  on  our  own  ihorcs/'     I'his  loaft,  I  >un- 
derftandy  was  propofcd  among  a  number  of  volunteer  o£Ecers 
above  fix  months  ago,  at  a  time  when  the  volunteers,  upon 
whom  we  are  {o  much  to  rely  for  our  fecurity,  could  not  be 
much  acquainted  with  difcipline,  if,  according  to  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman's  aftertion,  they  are  even  now  very  defec- 
tive in  that  refpci^.     I  am  as  ready  as  any  man  to  pay  a  juft 
compliment   to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  aAive  endea- 
vours to  promote  tlie  improvement  of  the  volunteers.     1 
acknowledge  that  his  folicitude  for  their  advancement  and 
glory  is  cuniiderable,  and  probably  he  wilhcs  to  cemove  any 
impediment  in  their  way.     His  defire  is,  perhaps,  that  ibey 
ihould  have  a  full  opportunity  of  c}iilin^ui(hing  tl>emfelves 
purfuant  to  the  toad  I  have  quoted*     If  luch  be  his  view,  he 
certainly  could  not  accomplifh  it  by  better  means  than  by 
contriving  to  have  the  defence  of  our  country  committed  to 
his  favourite  gun  boats»  inftead  of  men  of  war.     Indepen- 
dently of  the  other  objeftions  I  have  offered   to  thofe  gun 
boats,  there  is  one  which  occurs  to  me  of  too  much  (Irengtlt 
to  be  omitted.     If  thev  were  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe  of 
lail  war,   any  defpiption  of  men  would  be  good  enough, 
or  too  good,  for  them;  and  if  good  men  were  required  for 
them,  they  could  not  be  had  without  deducing  from  the 
number  neceifary  for  our  important  fliippkig.     Why,  then, 
join  with  the  corrupt  band  of  detedled   peculators  in  cdn- 
furiflg  the  Admiralty, for  not  paying  all  the  attention  which 
the  light  hon.  GenUeman  defired  to  thefe  gun  bo::ls  ?  A 
little  coniideration  ought  to  be  fufficient  to  prevent  any  man 
from  complainiiig  of  that  refpeftable  Board ; — that  Board 

which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


v»  TM'  pJ^frtAMENTARY  ftEGtSTER.  [CbHMOwf* 

ivhich    ift  rcftcftable  in  the  ^ftimatfen    of  all  theft  T)ut 
..  firiftaken/paitifans  or  fraudulent  cootraftors ; — that  Bo^rd 
'  which  has  had  focb  numerous  difiicultieii  tfo  encounter,  all 
[  ittcurr6d  by  a  folicitude  to  expofeand  punilh'  fraud— to  re- 
tover  and  tofpare  the  public  money.     Has  the^right  hfon. 
Gentleman  read  Ihc  five  reports   from  the  Coilnmiffioncrs 
^  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  abuies  committed  in<the  fe- 
'  yeral  branches  ot  tke  naval  department  ?   If  fO|  has  he  not 
^  there  feen  the  foul  corruption,  the  abominable  artifice,  wirii 
I  which  the  Admiralty  ha^  had  to  flrUogle  ?  Has  the  light  lK>n. 
^Gentleman  obferved  the  frauds  expoled  in  the  fecond  re- 
^oi^-^he   'block    and    coopers'    contrafts,  where    20001. 
,  have  been  paid  for  woi^k  f>roved  not  to  be  worth  200).  ?  Has 
"^l^eread  the  defcription  of  the  plunder  praftifed  on  feamen 
.by  prize  agents  ;  and  if  fo,  can  he,  can  any  man  who  loves 
the  friends  of  his  country  and  viituer  refufe  his  gratitude 
'.and  adniiration  to  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  .Admiralty  who  ori- 
ginated this  inquiry  ?  an  inquiry  which'  has  irritated  againft 
hira  a  hoft  of  enemies';  they  are  enemies,  however,  which 
that  noble  Lord  muft  defpiie.     It  was  but  the  prejudice  of 
defeated  vice  againft  triumphant  virtue.     It  could  not  dif« 
turb  the  noble  Lord's  mind.     While  he  was  only  aflaiied  by 
thofe  worms  who  had  fed  and  fattened  upon  the  corruption 
of  the  navy — ^whlle  he  had  only  to  reckon  as  his  foes  tbofe 
^ho  nad  proved  jthemfelves  boftile  to  honour  and  juftice.who 
Lad  enriched  themfeiveson  the  fpoiis  of  their  country — ^whlle 
fuch  only  were  his  enemies,  the  noble  Lord  would  proceed 
in  his  courfe  of  glory  as  he  did  in  the  viflory  on  the  memor* 
able  14th  of  February  1797,  difdaining  and  declining  to  re- 
taliate their  attack ;  but  when  the  right  hon.  Author  of  the 
motion  before  the  Houfe  becomes  his  afTailant,  the  noMe 
Lord  muft  feel  furprifed.    Even  that  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
however,  cannot  injure  him.     His  fame  (lands  too  htgh*^ 
his  character  is  too  firmly  eftablifhed  to  bo  hurt  by  the  af* 
fertions  of  any  Member^  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  noUe 
Lord  ivUl  be  ever  found  entitled  ^o  the  appUufe  and  protec- 
tion of  his  country. — With  regard  to  the  right  hon.*  Gentle- 
man's recommendation,  that  ihipping  (hould  be  built  in  the 
.iperchants*  dockyards,  I  Ihall  only  refer  him  to  the  Ibips 
mentioned  by   the  honourable   Baronet,  and  aifo   to   the 
cafes   defcribed  in  the    reports   of  the  CommifRuners  of 
Naval'Inquiry,   particularly  to  llie  cafes  where  it  appear- 
^ed    that    the    perfons    who    received    payment    for    the 
iJiips  built  in* xnerchants'  yards,  were  cleiks  in   the  King'^s 
l^dock  yar«Is.    Is   it    poflible    to    fuppafe    that    coUufioi^s 
."',1.   ■•'■'•"  ^  did 
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Ad  not  extft  in  Tuch  cafes  as  thefe  ^  The  right  hotfOKMble 
Gentleman  has  faid  that  it  Is  im{>offible  dating  war  to 
buiM  any  number  of  fhips  in  the  King'&  dock  yards,  and 
tliat  therefore  a  neceffity  arifes  of  reforting  to  the  merchants' 
yards.  What  a  melancholy  e!t(^reffion— Chat  in  thofe  yards^ 
where  there  were  3200  men  employed,  nothing  more 
than  the  mere  repair  of  fhips  could  be  dotie  I  If  fo,  then 
our  furprife  muib  be  dimini(hed,  that  a  French  fleet  ihonld 
kave  been  permitted,  in  the  courfe  of  the  lafl:  war,  to  find 
its  way  to  Egypt,  and  anothet  French  fleet  to  fail  to  Ire-* 
land,  where  nothing  but  the  elements  offered  to  prevent  m 
formidable  French  army  from  landing.  If,  however,  the 
King's  dock  yards  are  really  fo  little  uieful)  or  rather  fo  ufei^ 
le&,  they  ought  to  be  aboIiAied  altogether..  A  new  fy^m 
ought  to  be  adopted.  If  they  could  only  fiaifh  in  thefd 
yards  24  fail  of  the  line,  1 5  frigates,  and  fome  few  (loops,  id 
the  courfe  of  20  years,  although  it  is  known  that  45  Ihip* 
Wrights  can  build  a  74  in  one  year^-as  there  afe  3200  lhip« 
Wrights  in  thofe  yards,  and  the  expence,  6tc.  Could  not  be 
tefs  in  20  years  than  4, 1 00,0001.  a  fum  equal  to  the  building 
of  the  whole  navy  of  England,  it  follows,  of  courfe,  that  it 
is  bad  policy  to  continue  the  maintenance  of  thefe  dock 
yards.  It  is  befides  well  known  that  the  internal  fyftem  of 
thefe  yards  is  bad.  There  is  no  difference  in  the  wages  di<^ 
lowed  to  the  workmen  ;  the  unikilful  can  earn  as  fhuch  as 
Ihofe  of  a  different  defctiption.  Thus  emulation  h  prevent- 
ed, tfndmany  advantages,  of  courfe,  16ft  to  the  em))loyer8i 
The  tight  hon  Gentleman  may  anfwer  this,  and  (ay*  that^ 
although  fo  mafff  abbfes  have  been  dcteded  by  the  Com* 
miffioners  of  Naval  Inquiry,  fiill  the  fyftem  of  the  dock 
yards  is  good :  but  I  aflert,  and  am  prepared  to  maintain  the 
aflertion,  that  abufe  pervades  every  department  of  the  fyfi 
tem.  Does  the  right  hon»  Gentleman  know  of  the  frauds 
which  the  Commiilioners  have  found  to  have  been  com^ 
mitted  in  every  article  with  which  thefe  yards  arfe  fumifhed« 
particfiiarly  blocks  ?  From  thefe  abufes  aHfe  thd  neceffitjf 
of  advectifing  for  contriAors  to  build  fhipping;  and  as  to 
corteft  them,  to  produce  integrity  and  arrangement  in  all 
the  departments  of  the  iiavy,  is  and  his  been  the  great  en- 
deavour oflhe  high  charadef  upon  whom  it  appeslrs  to.  bd 
the  objeQt>f  the  motiort^'before  the  Houfe  to  fix  an  imputa^ 
lion,  I  fliall  vote  againft  it  with  as  hiuch  fatisfadioh  as  evef 
If^vie  a  vote  fince  1  h&d  the  honbur  of  a  feat  iti  this  Houfe  t 
fully<:onviiiced  that  fuch  a  motion  is  only  calculated  to 
gratify  the  corrupt^  to  frown  upon  reform,  and  to  affail  the 
reputation  of  a  gallant  officer,  whofe  claims  to  the  gratitude. 
'    Vofc«IL  1803.4.  R  of 
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,  of  the  coutttry  can  only  be  eaualled  by  the  efteem  and  at- 
tac^roent  ke  enjo^fs  aipong  ail  that  are  great  and  good. 
;.  Mr.  Fox  {poke  in  fubftance  as  follows  :— I  feel  myfelf 

/{placed  in  a  iituation  fomewhat  extraordinary  on  this  occa«> 
iion. ,  With  a  great  jart  of  what  has  been  faid  on  the  merits 
of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiraltyt  I  am  ilrongly  difpofed 

,  ta  cpncur>  but  at  the  fame  time,  I  cannot  fee  how  thefe  ar^ 

;  guments  tended  to  Uie  conclufion  at  which  they  arrired. 
My  hpn.  Friend  near  me  (Mr.  Sheridan)  has  made>  as  be 
always  does,  a  fpeech  of  the  utmoft  brilliancy  and  eloquenee* 
in  which,  howeveri  he  ieemed  tome  toh^iveaimoft  entirely 
omitted  the  reafdns  on  which  he  was  to  negative  the  motion^ 
aftd  he  contented  bimfelf  with  announcing  the  vote  he  Was 
prepared  to  give.  Though  Heady  to  give  my  ready  aflentto 
U)e  diftinguimed  worth  and  preeminent  fervices  of  Earl  St. 
Vincent,  I  feel  that  the  beft  way  I  can  teftify  my  refpeft  for 
fuch  a  character,  is  to  give  my  vote  for  the  motion.  I  feel 
that  a  llur  thrown  on  the  reputation  of  Earl  St.  Yinoent 
would  be  a  lois  to  the  country,  and  to  remove  every  fufpi^ 
cionof  that  kind,  I  fay,  let  there  be  ample  means  of  inquiry 
afibrded,  fo  that  the  triumph  of  Lord  St.  Vincent  may  be 
the  more  complete,  fatisfa£tory,  and  gloripus.  It  atoeours 
lo  me  that  tbe  defenders  of  Lord  St.  Vincent  had  but 
two  courfes  which  they  could  with  propriety  purfue,  either 
to  fay  that  nocafe  whatever  had  been  made  out,  and  then 
ttUk  all  th^  papers  afked,  or  to  produce  all  the  papers 
which  could  realonably  be  aiked  for,  and  upon  the  coniider* 
ation  of  thofe  to  call  for  the  cenfure  or  the  acquittal  of  the 
lloufei  But  the  line  of  conduft  which  Minifters  have 
thought  fit  to  takei  does  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 
By  granting  fome  papers  and  refuiing  others,  they  admit 
enough  to  countenance  the  fufpicion  of  fometbing  wrong  in 
the  Nayal  Adminiilration,  and  do  not  go  far  enough  to  let 
that  fufpicion  be  wiped  away.  But  the  courfe  which  Minify 
ters  Mve    thoug^it  fit  to  adopt,  it  is  not  difficult  to  ex« 

.  pUio.  Tliey  wi(h  to  defend  Lord  St.  Vincent  as  they 
would  .have  defended  themfelves ;  thev  wilh  to  put  him  on 
^  level  with  them*  to  obtain  the  preceaent  of  his  great  name 
to  'ref^ft  inquiry,  fo  that  every  other  inquiry  may  be  fruf- 
trated  ;  they  wiHi  to  put  him  on  a  ^ level  with- Lord  Hard* 
wicke,  fu  that  the  refufal  of  inquiry  in  the  inftance  of  one 
that  can  bear  it,  may  be  an  aigument  for  fetting  inquiry  afide 
1  wbon  itmighttend  toproduce  difcoveries  they  would  fuppref& 

;  fJ^c  tight  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  whofpoke  firft 
Agaiiift  the  motioo^  agrees  that  the  papers  alluded  to  in  two 
of  thcmotions  fliall  be  granted  \  but  he  is  of  opinion  that  the 
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third  cannot  be  granted.  If,  howeycTf  to  «fl|  f^  my  H- 
.per$  at  all  bp  to  caft  fome  ilur  on  the  Firft  L9r4  of  the  A4* 
miralty*  why  are  any  papers  gra^nted  at  all  i  or  tf  It  b^cauib 
.thoic  which  are  refuied  might  lead  to  Inquiry,  that  they  m 
.withheld  i  If  this  be  the  objeft  of  the  defenders  of  (.otd  St 
Vincent,  I  am  confident  that  he  muft  difclaim  fuch  a  moi^ 
of  proceeding,  I  am  confident  that  he  would  coMOtenanoe 
no  (huffling  or  evafioil  to  fupprefs  inquiry;  and  thut'iit 
.would  not  be  content  if  he  thought  that  it  CQuld  be  fufpeftp 
ed  he  was  adverfe  to  have  hit  adminiftration  canva^d.  Thus 
Minifters,  knowing  tliat  the  conduct  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  is  in  every  refpefl  a  contraft  to  their  own,  wifli 
to  make  common  caufe  with  him,  in  offering  a  mode  of 
defence  to  which,  on  a  future  occafion,  they  themfelves< 
may  refort.  .  Towards  Lord  St.  Vincent  I  feel  much  perfo^ 
naffriencKhip,  and  thi^  renders  me  anxious  that^lris  re« 
putation  (hould  ftand  high  ;  but  public  motives  give  me  a 
ftill  greater  intereft  in  his  fame  and  honour.  Of  his  glorious 
achievenaeut  on  the  14th  of  February  no  man  can  think 
ibjgh^r  than  I.  do ;  but  his  confii£t  with  the  abufes  and  cor^ 
fuptions  of  his  department  appears  to  be,  though  lefs  brilliantt 
■ot  iels  arduous  and  meritorious.  On  the  14th  of  February 
he  eagaged  and  vanquilhed  the  enemy ;  but  he  has  waged 
a  war  no  Icfs  di$cultt  with  jobs,  and  contra£ts,  and  frauds. 
He  haa  broken  their  embattled  line,  no  lefs  arduous  than  to 
penetrate  that  of  the  enemy.  My  admiration  of  him  is  in* 
<;reafed  to  find  liim  poilefs  in  fo  high  a  degree,  that  wliich 
is  more  rare  than  gallantry  in  the  field, — civil  courage  and 
decifion  as  well  as  pcrfonal  courage.  I  feel  that  his  vi|:tuea 
and  public  defeits  in  this  conteftwith  corruption  have  na* 
HitaUy  led  to  that  obloquy  by  which  he  has  been  purfued. 
The  attempt  to  put  to  rout  the  hofts  of  corruption  muft  have 
fieated'  him  enemies.  Such  may  have  been  Che  perfons 
from  whom  an  honourable  Gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  \Vil'* 
berforce)  obtained  the  information  be  mentioned ;  but  le( 
the  miierable  witneiTes  be  brought  forward,  that  their  teftt* 
ipony  may  be  examined  and  difproved.  This  calls  to  my 
mind  an  anecdote  of  a  rifible  nature ; — It  happened  that 
wbi^ii  luftice  Willes,  a  man  who  to  many  eminent  q.Lrali*. 
ties  added  a  confiderable  portion  of  humour,  was  one  d^J 
employed  in  trying  a  caufe,  I  believe  of  murder,  and,  one  ^f 
the  witnefles  depofe4  that  a  ghoft  had  faid  fo  ancj  fo  :^**  Q 
yery  well  (faid  the  Judge),,!  have  no  objcftion  to  th^;evi-. 
dencc  of  a  ghoft  ;  let  him  be  brought  in  and  fworn  !**  .*  §o,  . 
provided  the  wi^neiles  alluded  to  by  the  honour^hft  (^en^*' 
lieinai)  caq  be  brought  forward,  I  have  ho  objeftioii  to  m* 
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ceivt  their  evidence  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe»  that  we  sia^ 
aflielwarda  decide  upon  it. — During  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
debAle,  the  onIy-)>erron  who  has  made  any  dire£k  cbai^ge 
agalnft  the^ondu^  of  the  Admiralty  in  general  i$  my  bo- 
noorable'aiid  gallant  Relation   (Admiral  Berkeley )»  wh9 
fpoke  lately.    As  to  the  ri^t  honourable  Gentleman  who 
made  the  motions,  1  oonfefs  be  feemsto  me  to  have  made 
out  little  or  no  cafe.    With  refpeft  to  the  number  of  gun 
boals  in  employment  now  and  at  former  periods,  the  com- 
parifon  affords  no  concluiion,  un^efs  it  be  (hewn  likewifc 
tbattbe-eiigencyof  the  cafe  was  fuch.  as  to  demand  gieater 
exertions  atad  a  greater  proportion  df  this  fpecies  of  force. 
Unlets  too  it  can  be  (hewn,  that  of  gun  hrigs  a  greater  num* 
ber  ought  to  be  employed,  the  late  period  at  which  the  Ad? 
miralty  made  the  contraAs  for  fuch  veflcls  proves  nothing. 
The  light  hon.  Gentleman  likewife  propofcs  toaddrefs  the 
Crown,  recommending  greater  exertions  in  this  way  ;  but 
anv  me^fures  for  the  improvement  of  our  defence  mufl  be 
left  to  thofe  who  are  in  official  fituasions.     But  in  viewing 
our  fiate  of  defence,  the  great  mind  of  the  right  hon.  Gcn-« 
tieman  mufi  fee  that  it  muft  be  judged  of  upon  a  general 
fyftem,  and  not  upon  any  particular  point.     It  is  impoflible 
but  that,  in  viewing  each  point  feparately,  there  muft  appear 
to  be  fome  deficiency.     It  is  evident,  however,  that  fome 
inferior  parts  muft  bo  overlooked,  in  order  tliat  the  perfec* 
tiott  of  the  whole  may  be  obtained  ;  and  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  that  if  there  be  any  part  of  our  defence  which  it  was 
more  fafe  to  facrifice  than  another  from  its  being  of  infe- 
rior moment,  it  is  that  for  which  the  right  hon.  GentlecAan 
has  argued.     Hid  the  motion  been  for  papers  generally,  i 
might  have   been  a   little  puzzled   to  know  how  I  Ihould 
vote,  though  1  believe  1  ftill  Ihould  have  voted  for  inquiry  ; 
but  as  the  matter  ftands  now  I  cannot  hefitate.    If  the  papers 
are  refufed,  it  muft  infer  fome  flur  upon  the  Firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  ;  if  fome  of  tliefe  documents  are  withheid,^  it  may 
be  fald  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  he  was  prevented 
from  carrying  thequeRioQ  he  meant  to  move,  becaufe  inquiry 
was  fuppreflfcdi  and  he  was  denied  the  papers  by  which  bis 
cafe  was  to  be  proved.     But  it  is  faid,  that  if  all  the  papers 
Vcrc  granted,  a  fufpicion  would  lie  againft  the  Pirft  Loid  of 
the  Admir;(hy.    But  how  long  could  fgch  a  fufpicion  con- 
tinue?    No  longtr,  furely,  than  till  the  inquiry  took  place. 
But  if  any  l^ifpicion   arifcs  from  the  motion   or  from  the 
papers  produced,  it  is  impoflibic  to  fay  how   long  fufpicion 
pav  rcffiaijp,  fixice  no  inquiry  is  allowed  by  which  it  can 
f   •  '  be 
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te  rMiotfed.    Minifters  profefs  themfelves  ff  Sends  oC  Loi4  - 
St.  Vincent  m  tlifc  prefent  inftance ; .  but  how   have  ihey  : 
ihevnt  themlelves  folicitdus  about  the  fame  and  the  acton)« 
mocfaKion  of  that  noble  Lord  on  other  occafipos  i    Do  we 
not  know'that;  for  at  lead  eighteen  nionths,  a  difFerence  of 
th«'%ioft  ferious  kind,  and  to  the  impedioicnt  of  public  bufi-  * 
neft;  exifted  between  the  Firft  Lord  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty  ;  yet  that  Secretary  prcfcrvcd  his  place  for^  yesr 
and^  half,  under  thofe  very  Minifters.who  lately  contended^ 
that  on  account  of  a  coolnefs  between  the  Lord  Lieutenant    ' 
of  Ireland  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  there>  it  was  impof.     *  ^ 
fible  that  the  latter  could,  confidently  with  thepdblic  fafety*^ 
remain  in  his  place  a  week«     I  cannot^ help  thinking  there- 
fore,  the  defence  now  fet  up  by  Minifters,  as  rather  intended 
to  be  a  convenient  prote£lion  to  ihemfelves  for  the   future^ 
than  as  any  thing  which  Lord  St.  Vincent's  dafe  would  re- 
quire.    If  Lord  St.  Vincent's  conduf),  which  would  (land 
inquiry,  is  to  be  oppofed  to  any  inquiry,  then  will  others  avatl 
themfdves  of  the  example,  to  contend  that  they  too,  though 
they  declined  inveftigation,  were  equally  conlcious  of  redilude 
and  merit.    And  is  this  the  way  to  do  honour  to  Lord  St. 
Vincent's  cbarader  and  fuperiority  ?     Indeed,  that  Minifters 
look  more  to  the  benefit  of  the  example  than  to  the  credit  of 
the  MrflLord  of  the  Admiralty,  appears  to  me  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  motion  had  been  oppofed*     It  feems  as  if 
It  were  fatd,  we  will  grant  fuch  papers  zft  do  not  inculpate 
the  Firil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  do  not  lead  to  inquiry. 
Why  then  are  others  refufed  ?    Will  it  not  be  faid,  that  they 
would  have  inculpated  the  Admiralty  and  led  to  inquiry  ? 
And  this  is  the  way  in  which  Lord  St.  Vincent's  reputation 
is  to  be  defended  by  his  colleagues.     The  fame  right  hon« 
Gentlcotau  (Mr  Tierney),  to  Whofe  defence  of  the  Admi- 
rahy  I  have  ju(i  alluded,  fays  too,  th^t  there  is  no  complaint 
againft  the  Admiralty  out  of  doors  ;  and  alfo  that  the  public 
were  equally  content  with  the  whole  condud  of  the  prefent 
Minifters.     A*  to  the  general  charaiScr  of  Miniflers  with 
the  pttMic  I  (hall  give  no  teftimony  ;  but  if  the  conduft  of     -^ 
Minifteis  were  to  bt  the^  fubjed  of  difcuilion,  and  decided  by     .  ^ 
argument,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  (hew  what'  the  pubtic\ 
ought  to  think  of  them.     This  faffcr  me  to  illuftrate  by  a.  ,  . 
good  humoared'C^omparifon,  which  on  general  principleBo(>en.     \  j 
affords  the  beft  illuftration.-^In'one  of  Moliere's  play?,  a     ,     ' 
grave  old  gentleman  marries  a  young  wife,  of  does  fometliiri^       ' . 
orotfa^r  notyery  ftfitablc  tohischara£ler.    Every  body,  how-     V 
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e^^r,  is  plight ily  content  wuh  vhsit  he  had'^ne,  e^f^pttb^t 
i^wt^n  II  is  mentioned  every  one  bttrfts  out  a  hughing.  fa 
the  fame  manner,  though  it  happens  that  every  body  it  fowell 
content  with  the  preient  Minifters,  yet  when  iheir  meriu 
are  fpokeo  of,  it  gtners^ily  produces  a  laugh y or  at  leaft  a  fmilf, 
on  (uvery  countenance.  .  Different  indeed  Is  Lord  St.  Viijioent 
in  this  refpeS  from  all  his  colleagues  i  and  knowing  that  Ifp 
h  in  every  refpcd):  a  perfed  contraft  to  thefn  in  merit  Mid 
reputation,  they  wi(b  to  bring  him  down  to  their  level,  or  i|t 
lead  to  (belter  themfelvcs  under  his  great  authority.  But  in 
order  |q  ftrcngihen  the  public  confidence  in  Lord  St.  Vincent, 
let  t(ie  adminidration  of  the  Admir^ilty  be  examined,  and 
the  fervicss  of  that  noble  Lord  will  appear  even  more  im* 
portant  than  they  have  yet  been  edimaied.  In  voting  for 
this  ipotioii  on  thefe  grounds,  I  am  confcious  that  I  do  that 
which  private  fiiendihip  and  public  duty  equally  piefcribe* 

Th^  ( ham§llor  of  ibi Exchiquer  faid,  that  he  did  not  rife  to 
add  much  to  the  ftrong  and  convincing  arguments  which  had 
been  fo  ably  urged  in  defence  of  the  tneafures  of  the  Adtni- 
ji^ltyi  but  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Gentlenian  who  had  jud  fat  down.  Although 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  j|ll  or  none  of  the  papers 
moved  for  ought  to  be  granted^  the  Houfe,  he  trufted,  would 
fee  the  di(lin£iiop,  and  they  would  be  difpoftd  raiher  to 
acknowledge  the  fairnefs  of  Ariminiftration  that  were  ready 
to  lay  before  the  Houfe  every  information  that  could  be  grant- 
ed, confi  Kent  ly  with  the  public  fafety.  From  every  thing 
Which  he  knew,  from  every  thing  which  had  been  uigcd,  he 
was  fatisfied  that  no  ground  had  been  laid  for  any  inquiry  \ 
^hat  no  cafe  had  been  made  out  which  at  all  rendered  it 
neced'ary  that  Lord  St.  Vincent  ihould  be  put  upon  his  de- 
'  fence.  If,  however,  there  could  beany  doul^t  in  the  minds 
of  the  public  as  to  the  deficiency  of  our  naval  defence,  the 
papers  that  were  to  be  produced  would  afford  the  fuIUd 
fatisfadion.  It  was  pot  difficult  therefore  to  perceive  the 
reafon  why  fome  part  of  the.  papers  were  refufed,  while 
others  were  granted.  Asi  to  the  nua»ber  of  gun  Veffcis  con* 
Ua£led  for,  he  conceived  that  it  was  a  good  reafon  for  re- 
fufin^  tho/e  papers,  as  if  granted,  it  wpuld  be  neccffary  tp 
go  into  an  inquiry  upon  other  points  conueflrd  with  it,  from 
which  mi^ht  rcfult  much  inconvenience  and  detriment  to  the 
public  fecvicc.  J  he  fame  reafon  pccurred  for  rcfufing  thole 
papccs  refpedting.  the  number  of  (hips  built  in  1793  and 
fuJbifvquent  pcricds,  as  it  inull  branch  i^to.ihe  faakc  kind  of 
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dbtaitsi.  and  Call  for  the  facxie  kind  of  cpdiQiumcaPlton.  lit 
9¥f^'  poifilt  thercfofbt  ^co  which  papers  are  refafedi  tt  ts 
whcie-ii  would  be>  ki<i(invefiient  foe:  rhe  public  fervice  \o 
griitiiti  and  it  l^^jgnhtpd  in  eiery  dafe  where  this  reftraint 
4M.ddt  exift*  :TKe  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  called  hit» 
felfvlhe  friend  of  Lord  St.  Viii<ieori  and  Tolicirous  for  hit 
Ivne ;  but  the  hoo^  Gentleman  had  on  former  occafions  p^b^ 
fefled  hfoifelf  the  z^/- friend  of  great  men»  and  on  thefeocN^ 
caGons  he  had  al  ways  a6ted  thar  part  which  the  friends  of  lh6ft 
men  did  not  {uppurt.  When  it  was  propofed  to  vote><hani«ft 
to  Lord  Corn wallis*  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppoled  fhat  v&t«$4 
4]pofflhe  ground  that  it  was  bettei^  for  the  reptitatiorl  of  ihiit 
noble  Loi^that  the  vote  of  thanks  (hould  not  pafs.  In  thefamfe 
mahner,  profeiling  to  be  the  friend  of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  ht 
fcrapfed  not  to  expofe  that  noUe  Lord  to  tberufpicion  of  tiiaU 
adminiftration  by  fy^ppbrriiTg  a  moti(>n  for  inquiry^  for  which 
he  admitted  fftat  no  ground  had  been  laid.  I  confefs  ho\Vever^ 
(raid  the  right  hon.  Gentleman),  I  intend  to  fliew  my  refpeft 
and  fricndihtp  for  Lord  St.  Vincent  by  a  conduft  the  reVerfc  cf 
I  that  of  the  Hon.  GiAHeman.  With  refpefl  to  the  fyftem  of 
degrading  our  Mty  to  the  faihe  level  with  the  miferable  fpecici 
of  naval  force  \a  Which  the  enemy's  want  of  tncans  compelled 
theoi  to  refort,  he  agreed  entirely  with  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
fpokefo  aUy.  It  furcly  would  be  ftrange,  irrdeed,  if  with  giants  at 
^  ourdifpofal  we  (hould  etti ploy  pigmies ;  but  whenever  an  inferior 
I  fpecies  of  naval  forc^  was  neceflary,  it  woiiH  not  be  wanting.  It 
'  hadbgen  already  Bated  (by  Sir  Edward  Pel  lew),  thatoii  the 
I  coaft  of  France  ftch  was  the  hatiire  of  the  ihore,  that  no  fpecies 
of  craft  couid  prevent  the  enemy's  boats  creeping  along.  •  In  ad- 
dition to  the  powerful  teftimpny  of  that  officer,  he  could  prd- 
ducethatof  another  navalofficer  (Captain  Day)  who  had  becil 
empbyed  by  the  Admiralty  to  examine  and  report  his  opinion 
as  t6  the  poffibility  of  giving  any  effeftual  check '  to  the  com* 
fflunication  of  the  enemy's  gun  boats  along  their  own  ttioresi 
Thart:  officer,  in  a  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  dates,  that  on  ac- 
1  cottnc  of  the  flialtewtiefs  of  the  French  coaft,  and  the  nurtaber 
6f  batteries  on  ftiore,  it  was-impoffible  for  us  to  fend  any  fpecies 
I  of  teifeis  clofe  e'ltough  to  make  any  material  impreffiori  on  the 
chcmy;  and  as  the  *nemy  had  hoffib  artillery  contiitually 
moving  along  th^  fhore,  it  was  impoflible  even  to  fend  itt  boats 
forttsepurpofeof  anntoying  the  fquadrons  of  t lie  enemy *^  Ho** 
tilhrt.  SiJch  wa^  thd  cafe  as  to  annoyingthe  enemy  on  thehr 
owh  fliores  ;  but  in'  every  fituation  where  our  fmaller  veflcli 
cotAi  be  df  ttfe  to  the  prdtc\5lion  of  our  own  Coafts,  at  every  fit 
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Aatton  and  expoTed  point  from  the  North  Foreljmd  to  Pbrtf^ 
mouth,  there  was  fcarce  a  point  for  the  defence  (tf  which  aiii|>Ie 
proviiion  had  not  been  made*.  It  had  been  faid,  that  there  ww 
a  larger  number  of  gan  boats  laft  war ;  but  of  the  value  of  /uch 
^reflelsy  he  had  a  letter  in  his  hand  from  an  officer  of  merit  (Lie«<* 
tenant  Topley ) ,  wliich  would  give  the  Houfe  fome  idea.  That 
officer  ftates  in  the  letter  (which  Mr.  A.  read),  that  he  was 
once  commander  of  one  of  the  Dutch  veflels,  which  hdd  been 
fitted  out  as  a  gun  boat,  and  it  was  almoft  iropd&Ue  to  keep  her 
ftx>m  (inking.  Twenty  fine  fchoonershad  been  fitted  out  with 
one  24  pdunder,  which  did  not  anfwer,  and  they  were  armed 
with  carronades.  Thefe  veflels  had  commonly  lain  idle  ii 
Portfmouth,  and  were  good  for  nothing  but  a  parade  on  a  fine 
day,  fo  that  if  they  (bould  have  ventured  fo  far  out  as  the  Ed-- 
dyftone  Lighthoufc,  they  never  would  have  returned  to  port 
had  a  top-gallant  breeze  arofe.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  faid,  that  of  the  gun  brigs,  a  much  better  kind  of 
veffel,  orders  had  been  given  for  building  twenty-three  of 
them  ;  but  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty^  deeming  tt  ad-^ 
vifeable  to  complete  other  veflels  that  were  in  hand,  bad  or- 
dered the  (loops  of  war  to.  be  previoufly  launched ;  and  if 
more  gun  brics  were  nor  in  fervice,  it  certainly  was  becaufe  the 
iPirft  Lord  oAhe  Admiralty  was  of  q>ioion  that  another  .and 
fuperior  kind  of  force  was  preferable.  It  bad  been  faid,  that  the 
number  of  (hipwrights  in  the  yards  was  800  deficient.  The 
fait,  however,  was,  that  more  men  were  now  in  the  yards 
than  during  the  lirft  year  of  the  laft  war,  and  only  j8  lefs 
than  during  the  higheft  year  of  the  laft  war;  It  was  to  be  con- 
sidered, toe,  that  as  nearly  400  perfons  had  been  difcbarged 
who  received  6s.  a  day  for  doing  nothing,  the  number  of  effi- 
cient men  now  was  greater  than  it  had  ever  been.  But  it  was 
unnece(rary  for  him  to  go  further  into  details  which  had  been 
fo  much  better  handled.  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
oppofite,  that  it  was,  becaufe  i^ord  St.  Vincent  had  (hewn 
himfelf  fo  inexorable  a  foe  to  abufes,  becaufe  he  had  fhewn 
hirofelf  determined  to  lay  the' axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  that 
he  had  incurred  fo  much  obloquy.  There  were  other  great 
men  engaged  in  the  fame  arduous  career,  vrhq  had  their  (bare 
of  that  obloquy  \  but  he  was  convinced  that  to  thb  chiefly 
were  complaints  owing ;  and  (bmetimes,  perhaps,  thole  fQen^ 
from  their  habits  of  life  not  calculated  to  give  grace  to  reftifali 
and  to  foften  denial,  might  have  excited  the  animofity  of  thofe 
whom  it  was  impoifible  to  gratify.  The  puUfc  indeed  had  a 
deep-jiitereft  in  thechara^rof  fuch  men  andof  tbeFirft  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty.    No  man  was  better  qualifieii  to  ferve  the 
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coimtry  than  that  noble  Lord.  Of  him  might  be  faid,  what 
had  bcea  £ud  of  Lord  Chatham,  that  he  had  the  name  of  an 
Engliflunan,  refpeftable  ia  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

'».      Clanim  et  venerabile  nomca 
Gcntiftus  et  noArsB  malcuna  quod  proocrct  urbi- 

The  Hoafe  aod  the  Country  will  then  judge,  who  bed  con* 
fulC  the  fame  of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  on  the  prefent  occafion ; 
and  if  no  ground  of  inquiry  he  laid,  furely  nothing  could  be 
more  to  be  deprecated  than  at  fo  critical  a  moment  throw- 
ing fufpicion  on  fo  importslnt  a  branch  of  the  public  de* 
fence,  and  wafting  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Houfe 
upon  unneceffitry  inquiries. 

Mr.  Gfr^e  Ponjonby  was  forry  to  fee  an  imputation 
brooghl  againft  Hts  hon.  Friend  below,  that  was  of  all 
others,  he  theu^ht,  tlie  leaft  likely  to  be  brought.  He 
woqM  a/k  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman  oppoiite,  if  he  had 
prefonred  bis  friendihip  inviolate  to  the  ikme  degree  as  bis 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fox),  or  if  he  in  every  inftance  had  car- 
ried his  friendihip  to  the  fame  extent?  Had  his  good 
Friend  by  him  tapped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the 
ihouider,  and  bid  him  look  back,  that  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  feen  a  quondam  friend,  for  whom,  perhaps,  he 
had  not  preferved  all  the  attachments  nor  all  the  fym- 
pathies  of  friendihip.  Why  ihould  any  wifb  tx\ft  to 
conceal  the  naval  iituation  of  the  country  ?  The  more 
oor  ftate  is  known,  faid  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  more 
refped  will  our  naval  force  command.  He  could  per- 
ceive no  ground  of  delicacy  on  this  queilion,  when 
our  naval  fuperiority  was  fo  confefledly  admitred  even 
by  oor  enemies.  The  more,  in  fa£l,  our  naval  force  is 
known  the  more  we  moft  be  dreaded.  Nor  could  fuch  an 
iaveiKgation  as  that  propofed  by  the  motion,  give  greater  in- 
formation to  the  enemy  than  what  they  already  poiTcfled, 
which  was,  he  conceived,  an  information  of  our  fuperiority. 
He  would  alk  the  Houfe  what  had  been  the  conduct  of  the 
Adoiii;alty  in  regard  to  the  moft  vulnerable  part  of  theempire  ? 
Was  it  not  the  moft  judicious  in  every  refpedl  ?  Every  perr 
fon  would  admit  Ireland  to  be  that  part  of  the  empire  which 
he  had  dcfcrtbed,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty  in  regard 
to  Ireland  was  the  moft  fati$fa<9ory,  and  appeared,  he  could 
f^x  from  good  authority,  to  thofe  that  were  moft  inten;ft<|d 
in  ihat  part  of  ihc  cipf^ire,  to  be  the  bed  calculated  for  pro.*.. 
le^ionand  fecurtiy.  Whatdefcription  of  velieU'did  Ireland 
moft  require,  or  by  what  defcription  of  vtiT^Uhad  Ixeland 
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been  (o  much  fatisfied  ?     It  was  by  large  veflels  that  the 
(hores  of  frclahd  had  been  prote6)ed,  and  not  by  the  foiall 
craftp  which  fcemed  to  be  ihe  objeft  of  feme  Gentlemen  to  re- 
commend ;  and  Ireland,, at  the  fame  time,  it  would  be  admit- 
ted, was  the  weakeft  part  of  the  empire,  and  therefore  the  beft 
criterion  hy  which  we  ought  to  judge  from  experience  of  the 
bcft  means  of  our  defence. — The  hon.  Gentleman  was  by  no 
means  anxious  to  go  into  comparifons,  but  at  the  fame  time 
uo  comparifon  he  was  certain  could  terminate  in  any  way 
difadvaotageous  to  the  noble  Lord  now  at  the  head  of  the 
Admiralty.     A  force,  he  remembered,  had  hovered  over  the 
coaft  of  Ireland  f(»r  upwards  of  17  days,under  a  former  Admi- 
niftration,  with  General  Hoche  at  its  head,  which,  had  not 
the  Wjpather  prevented  it  from  landing,  might  have  been  at- 
tended with  very  ferious  confequences,  and  which,  during 
thofe  17  days,  wasunmolefted,  or  rather  undifcovered,  by  any 
BritiQi  fleet.     Were  comparifons  to  be  made,  and  were  he 
permitted  to  follow  them  up  minutely,  he  believed  they  would 
terminate  preatly  in  favour  of  the  prefent  Board  of  Admiralty 
in  every  refpefl  ;  and  feeling  this  wiih  his  hon.  Friend  below 
(Mr,  Fox),  he  could  fee  no  rational  obje£tion  to  the  inquiry 
propofed.     Should  fuch  an  inquiry  produce  any  eiFe£l  in  re- 
gard to  the  enemy,  it  mufl  be,  that  only  of  deterring  him 
from  his  falfe  and  ill   founded  enterprifes,  it  muft  be  that 
only,  from  the  prefent  flate  of  our  navy,  of  convincing  the 
enemy  that  fuccefsful  invafion   wns  impoflible,  and  that  the 
attempt   muft  be  attended  with  difcomfiture  to  them(elve$. 
Tf  any  objeAion  was  entertained  to  the  condndl  of  the  noble 
Lord  Ht  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  it  muft  be  on  account  of 
the  averfion  he  has  difcovercd  to  every  fpccies  of  corruption* 
and  his  laudable  determination  to  check  and  oppofe  it  in 
every  ftiapc.     On  this  account,  therefore,  he  was  glail  to  fee 
that  noble  Lord  fo  warmly  fupponed  by   the  Gentlemen 
r>pp(>(ite,  and  profeflcdty  upon  the  fame  principle,  becaufe 
from  this  circumftance  it  was  natural  to  conclude,  that  there 
ivas  no  corruption  exifting  in  any  of  the  other  departments 
of  Adminiliraiion,   or  the  noble  Lord  could   not  have  been 
ihe  only  one  flnglcd  out  as  an  obje£t  of  p^rfecutron  in  this 
refpcd.     He  muft  again  repeat,  that  in  regard  to  policy, 
iheie  couUl  be  no  objefiion.     The  more  the  enemy   Oiall 
know,  the  more  he  will   fear,  and  Lord  St.  Vincent   will 
have  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  more  generally  hisci^n^ 
dwS.     Fcr  ihcfe  reafons,  the  hon.  Gentleman  faid,  lie  wcMild 
vote  for  the  motion,  not  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefly  to  re* 

move 

/ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Makcb  15.] .  STATE  OF  OUR  NAVAL  FORCE.  jjr 

mo^e  the  pwreni  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admirali/y  but  for  ailTh- 
quiry  by  which  he  would  be  enabled  to  ji^f^ity  his  condud. 
Mr,  Sturgis  Beurrn  faidi  that  bis  right  hon.  Friend  had 
moved  for.papers  in  order  to  enable  Lord  St.  Vincent  to  cle^r 
his   public  character  and  caudu;!^  to  the  country,  and   yet 
Minifters  had  refufed  to  accede  to  three  of  his  right' hon. 
Friend's  motions,  on  the  exprefs  ground,  that  if  they  were 
carried  an  inquiry   mufl  recelfarily  take  place.     Could  it 
h&ve  been  expefted  that  any  enemy  of  Lord  St.  Vincent  wouki 
lave  faid  more  ?     Becaufc  if  the  motions  were  agreed  to, 
evidence  mull  be  called  to  the  bar,  to  fbew  reafons  wliy  Lord 
St.  Vincent  had  not  done  now  what  had  been  done  on  a  for- 
mer occaHon.  The  right  hon,  Genilcman  (Mr.  Tierney)  had 
accufed  his  right  hon.  Friend   (Mr.  Pi(i)  of  making,  ftate- 
ments  which  were  dangerous  to  the  inierefts  of  the  country  ; 
but  had  not  his  right  hon.  Friend  with  refpedl  to  the  militta, 
The  army  of  rcfcrve,  and  the  vohmtters,  prbved  himfclf  the 
fiocere  friend  of  his  country,  inftead  of  faying  any  thing 
which  might  endanger  hcrintcrefts?     Whh  refped^  to  the 
dock-yards,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  had  flated  that  the  deficiency  of  artificers  qnty 
amount  to  58  ;  he  did  not  mean  todifpute  the  information 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  had  been  told  that  the 
deficiency  amounted  10   i  too  below  a  war  eftablifhment. 
He  ibould  be  highly  fatisHed  if  the  (latement  of  the  right 
koo.GentlemanTkould  prpve  to  be  correft,  but  the  difference 
on  this  fubjefi  called  for  inquiry.     lie  Vf^ry  much  feared  that 
at  the  period  when  the  peace  was  maile,  the  ntunber  of  (hip-*. 
Wrights  and  artifi(^ers  in  the  dock  yards  were  reduced  400  be- 
low a  peace  eflabliftimcnt,  and  tltis  too  at  a  time  when  a  large 
number  of  (hips  were  in  want  of  repairs,     Relpeding  the 
Ihtps,  he  (hould  like  to  know  whether  any  new  (hips  had 
been  laid  down,  and  whether  the  (hips  which  had  been  laid 
down  for  years  were  now  going  on  with.     It  had  been  faid, 
inoppofition  to  the  prcpofal  foi  building  (hips  in  merchants* 
yards,  that  an  allien  had  been  brought  againil  the  builder  of 
the  Ajax,  for  not  performing  his  contract,  but  that  was  furc- 
)y  no  reafon  why  (hips  (hf^^uld  be  built   no  where  whatever, 
i  he  motions  of  his  hon.  Friend  did  not  go  to  the  drfpofirioa 
of  our  force,  but  to  comparative  (latements,  which  were  ne- 
ceiLry  to  the  elucidation  of  the  fiibje^.     Whether  gun-brigs 
ought  to  be  employed  on  the  enemy's  coaft,  or  on  our  own, 
he  would  not  pretend  to  decide,  buL  that  male  no  difference 
as  to  tbe  amount  of  our  for<.e  ;  and  when  the  Houfe  were  in 
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P'ilefltpD  of  information,  it  would  be  for  Uiecn  to  decide 
lArhether  our  force  had  been  properly  applied  or  noi.*  He 
Hgreed  perfedly  with  refpedl  to  the  ability  of  Lord  St.  Vin- 
cent as  a  commander,  although  he  might  difagree  with  re-* 
{pt£i  to  the  conduft  of  (hat  noble  Lord  in  other  departments. 
Thty  had  only  now  to  confider  ads  of  omiflion,  biit<  perhaps 
a»  a  future  time  they  mi^ht  have  to  confider  a£b  of  commif^ 
fion,  and  pajticularty  relating  to  matters  of  eflential  import- 
ance, refpeding  the  perfonal  liberty  of  the  fubjcd.  {A  bud 
cry  of  hear  !  hear  !) 

Th<?  Chanctlhr  of  the  Exchequer  cxplainrd  as  to  the  num* 
ber  of  Otip Wrights,  in  ^hich  he  conceived  he  had  been  mif« 
taken  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The  number  at  the  conclu<» 
fion  of  thiJ  late  war  was  337a ;  the  number  at  prefeni,  from 
^  the  accounts  up  to  tlie  ilt  of  March  of  this  ycar^  is  3314; 
*  confequeniiy  it  would  be  fecn  there  was  a  deficiency  of  58 
only. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  faid,  thai  he  alluded  to  artificers  in 
general,  and  probably  the  diiFcrence  on  this  fubjed  was  the 
belV  refutation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  (latement. 

Sir  Jl'm.  FAfrd  addreficd  the  Speaker  as  follows :  Sir,  I 
thought  it  nut  improbable«  as  I  on  a  former  occafion  dated  ta 
the  H(  ufe,  that  feme  of  the  morions  brought  forward  by-  the 
righ'  hon.  Gentleman  this  day,  mi<;ht  have  aflordcd  me  an 
opportunity  of  repre  fen  ting  certain  tadis  relatiye  10  the  cou- 
dud  of  the  Admiralty,  which  now  I  have  heard  the  motions 
read,  I  arn  aware  1  Cannot  do  confiftcntly  with  the  rules  of 
the  Hc'ufe,  and  I  muft  therefore  take  another  opportunity 
of  doing  It  ;  and  I  ihnuld  not  therefore  at  prefent.  have  oflfered 
m)ftlf  tt)  your  notice  but  for  the  purpote  of  making  one  or 
1  wq  Ihort  obfervations  on  what  has  fallen  from  foine  Gentle^* 
^men  during  the  debate,  and  particularly  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  fird  oppofed  this  motion.  I  cannot  eiprcfs 
the  degree  of  aftoniihmcnt  with  which  I  heard  that  hon. 
Gentleman  (late,  that  out  of  doors  no  difcontents  whatever 
prevailed  againft  the  conduA  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  \^  be« 
caufe.  Si**,  theconverfeof  that  alfertion  is  fo  notoriouily  true, 
tbat  1  believe  it  will  be  difficult  to  meet  with  ten  men  who 
ivill  deny  it,  and  difficult  to  conceive  who  have  been  the  hoo. 
Gentleman's  companions  and  informers.  Sir,  tbofe  difcon* 
tcn*8have  arifcnfrom  the  harflinefs  and  injufiice  with  which 
numbers  of  perfons  holding  civil  offices  under  them,  have 
been  difplaced  ftom  thofe  fituations  on  flight  and  frivoloua 
pretences,  ami  from  the  raflmcfs^  violence,  and  intempecr 
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iiite  whb  wbscir  mmibers  of  hooourable  and  rcfpedable  ofli* 
cers  in  the  navy  have  been  treated  on  various  occafions. 
Sir,  another  obfervation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I  mutt 
beg  life  to  notice,  nor  lefs  extraordinary,  than  the  former, 
wbkb  15,  that  it  isa  l^ciesof  prefumption  in  the  right  hort. 
Gtniifcinao  near  m.e,  to  put  ^//knowledge  in  fompefiiioa on 
profeffional  (ubjeds  with  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Admtratry,    which  he  appears  to  do,   when  lie   fuggefts 
tHher  modes  of  defence  than  tbofe  the  noble  l^ord  has  had  re« 
ooorfe  to,  or  a  grelier  extent  of  thofe  than  he  has  thought 
fafiicicnt.     Surely  the  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  mean  to 
prefs  this  argument,  as  he  does  not  (ee  to  what  refult  it  leads. 
EXks  he  mean  grairely  to  fay,  that  on  great  political  queftions 
infoiving  profeflional  topics,  no  Member  ought  to  give  an 
opinion  but  thofe  who  are  of  theprofeflion  referred  to  ?  And 
does  he  not  fee  that  fuch  a  regulation  would  nearly  pot  an  ex* 
tinguiflier  i»pon  debate  and  difcuilion  ?    But,  Sir,  foppofing 
his  argument  good  for  any  thing,  has  he  forgotten  that  on 
the  fubjedl  of  the  military  defence  of  the  country,  fome  fog- 
geflions  have  been  offered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  which 
Government  were  glad  to  adopt  ?    And  yet  thofe  fuggeftions 
were  offered  before  the  zeal  and  adivity  that  right  •  hon. 
Gentleman  has  difplayed  in  the  coimty  of  Kent,  had  rendered 
titro  fo  much  vcrfed  in  military  fubjefis  as  he  now  is.    Does 
not  the  hon.  Gentleman's  memory  alfo  furnifh  him  with 
fome  recollefiion  of  what  paflTed  dtKiog  the  difcuffion  of  the 
two  great  meafures  of  the  laft  feffion  ?    I  mean  the  defence 
and  the  ^nance  bills  ;  on  which  occafions  various  fuggeftions 
and  amendments  were  offered  by  that  right  hon.  Gentkman, 
which  were  at  firft  received  in  the  fame  contemptuous  man- 
ner as  that  now  produced;  which  were  combated,  argued, 
and  determined  againft ;  which  were  again  and  again  eam« 
bated,  and  at  laft  adopted — and  does  it  not  occur  lo  the  hon. 
Genilem:an  that  fomething  like  that  noay  again  occur  on  the 
prefisot  occafion  ?     Sir,  another  hon.  Gentleman  oppoftte  to 
me,  has  given  the  Houfe  a  high  eulogium  on  the  great  cha^ 
raderof  the  nohle  Earl  at  the  bead  of  the  Admiralty,  in 
which,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  his  naval  exploits,  no  man  ever 
kas  been  or  can  be  more  inclined  to  accede  than  myfelf  ;  but 
I  am  not'  therefore  bound  to  give  that  mark  of  approbation 
to  his  civil  adminiftration,  of  which  1  think  it  wholly  node* 
fenring.     It  has  been  urged  that  the  clatnour  againft  the  Ad-" 
mralty  has  been  raifed  by  thofe  whofe  malpraAices*  have 
been  detcded  and  puolihed,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  ftates, 
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tbat  the  noble  Lord  had  a  more  formidable  phalanx  of  job-' 
bersi  contractors,  &c.  to  oppofe  than  even  the  Spanifli  line 
afforded*  .  Sir«  that  there  have  been  malpradices  in  the  de- 
partments of  the  navy,  as  there  have  been  in  other  depart* 
menis,  is,  I  fear«  not  to  be  doubted,  and  it  is  impoHible  not 
to  applaud  the  nuble  Lord  for  his  endeavours  to  abolifli  ibcra. 
But,  Sir,  thefe  evils  have  been  rather  ftudioufly  magni6ed» 
and  flight  aad.  trivial,  offences  mo(i  often tatioufly  puniibed  ; 
and.  Sir,  when  nothing  will  reconcile  men's  minds  to  a  fyf--  • 
tern  of  extraordinary  fevcre  punifhment,  but  a  thorough  con* 
vi£iion  that  the  fource  is  pure  and  uncontaminatcd,  and  that 
tbofe  who  infliS  it  aie  aduated  only  by  a  fincere  love  of  juf- 
tiae-r-[Xhe.4Speaker  reminded  Sir  William  that  he  was  deviat- 
ing frqm^the  queAion]— Sir,  1  feel  that  1  am  tranfgrefljog 
ag^infl.  thole  rules  which  I  began  by  prefcribing  to  myfelf, 
and  I  mud  take  another  opportunity  of  ftating  what  1  have  to 
communicate  to  ,the  Houfe ;  at  prefent  1  fiiall  only  add,  that 
I.  give  my  hearty  concurrence  to  the  motion. 

Mr.   Tfivfhht  Jones — Sir,  after   having  endeavoured  to 
catch  your  eye  once  or  t  wice,  if  it  would  not  have  borne  the  ap* 
pearance  of  impatience,  I  fliould  mot)  ceruinly  have  inters 
rupted  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Wm.  Elford),  in  his  leSure  on 
mor^iity^  which,  he  being  fo  completely  out  of  order,  you  have 
fcfpfroptrly  done.    1  his  motion,  Sir,  and  its  defence  are  both 
equally  extraordinary ;  I  do  not  know  which   furprifes  me 
mod;  but  I  muft  begin  with  the  hon.  Admiral  (Berkeley)* 
Firft,  he  fays,  '*  there  has  been  no  exertion  oo  the  part  of  tbe^ 
Admit alty/'     To  that  obfervation  I  fay,  look  to  the  (late  of 
the  marine,  refer  to  the  lift  of  fl)ip$  (in  full  force)  as  pre* 
footed  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Ticrncy).     Ihen  the 
hon.  Admiral  fays,  if  he  has  any  fault  to  find  with  the  mo- 
tion it  is  **  that  it  does  not  go  far  enough."     But  if  it  doe^ 
not,  the  right  hon.  Mover  fays  he  has  many  more  ftronger 
ones  in  pitta*  Bur,  Sir,  what  a  proceeding  this  is!  A  motion 
for  the  produdion  of-  papers  by  a  Member  who,  while  Mi- 
niAer  for  feventeen  long  years,  refufed  all  inquiry  and  all 
ft^^pctt*     I   once  did,  after  pretty  ftrong  perfeverance  and 
probing  him  to  the  quick,  get  a  bundle  from  him  ;    [litis 
alluded  to  the  papem  on  the  famous  El  Arilh  treaty  fo  often 
moved  for  by  Mr.  T.  Jones,]  and  now  he  of  all  men  in  the 
world,  cotnes  forward  to  aik  for  docutncnts  without  conde- 
fcending  \o  advance  an  argun<ent  himfclf  (and  the  further  bis 
hon.  Friends  go  the  weaker  their  arguments  bccomis)  to  fub-» 
flantiate  any  thing  like  a  claim  to  their  produdion*    The 
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truth  is>  the  right  hon.  Geiitleman  Has  ndt  a  leg  to  ftand  upon. 
Indeed^  Sir,  it  is  quite  marveHoas  how  this  praccedifftr  ftands. 
It  is  notmy  wt(b  to  fling  ridicule  on  it  more  th^n  Ft  deftrvei^ 
but  chat  is  almoft  ioipdTible,  and  it  has  been  fnggeftcd  by 
sn  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  bheridan),  that  it  mud  have  been 
brought  forward  for  a  M.-    Now,  Sir,'  I  think  that  catimK 
be  the  reafon.     It  flrikes  me  from  the  late  proceedings  of 
Gentletnen  oppoTite,  that  the  right  hon*  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  is  in  the  exad  predicament  of  a  celebrated  femate 
(Mrs.  Lee),  who  has  lately  iigtired  away  with  great  noto- 
riety.   The  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  has  had  a  dream  like  he#. 
She  dreamt  of  marble  palaces,  alabafter  vafes,  &c.  Sec,    He 
of  €9'Cperationf  c»aiitions,  Jraumai  huj^St  haves  znAfiibes^  ice, 
aadat  laft,  after  fome  importunity,  like  her,  he  could  fland  it 
no  longer»  and  has  flung  away  the.oAMPHrRc-BAG,  and  fiiid 
mrelcome  pleafure  !  welcome  oppofition !  welcome  co-opertf- 
ttons!  wdcome  coalitions!  (Hercan  intfffant nar  fhom^  the 
whole  Heu/e.)    Above  all,  what  a  curious  thing  it  is^  tO'  itib 
the  panegyrift  of  Lord  St.  Vincent  in  tSoi  become  his  ac* 
cufer  in  1804 ; .  in  fad,  Sir^  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  feems 
.to  have  afiumed  the  charafier  of  4)uhiic  accixTer.  '    Fuf^ 
thermore,  Sir^  what  foundation  is  tkeiefoir  this  ntotkiii  I     te 
'there  any  pethiun  on  the  fubje£l  on-  your  tablei   Is  there  ahy 
thing  like  a  mtiimur  in  the  kingdom?.  Is  there  any  the 
.ilighteft  proceeding  to  ground  this  motion  upon  ?     No,  Str» 
I  will  tell  you  on  what  it  proceeds. :  l.do  nor  mean  to  charge 
>  the  right  hon.  Metnber  with  connedion^or  correrpondence^or 
any  relative  fifuatton  with  contradorsi^'ut,  Sir,  the  fix. naval 
reports  have  raifed  a  clamour  in  which  a  reprefentatioti  or    . 
rather  mirrepi;,erentation  has  beai  made  to  him   which  has 
prompted  him  to  bring  it  forward,  and  on  which  he,  I  hzvt 
no  doubt,  thinks  himfelf  juOified.     But  the  attack  is  the 
fame,  it  is  on  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  who  deferves  it  not.    He  is  one  of  the  moft  merito- 
rious men  in  England,  and  deferves  fnch  treatment  the  leaft, 
both  on  account  of  his  great  naval  as  well  as  civil  fervices, 
and  his  grand  attempt  1  a  remove  moft  .horrible  abuGbs:  and, 
bir,  whnb  fpeaking  particularly  of  him  I  (hall  take  the  liber- 
ty  of  faying  as  I  think,  that  great  credit  is  due  to  iheMinif- 
ters  generally.    And  now  I  challenge  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  (Mr.  Pitr),  I  challenge  his  coadjutors,  his  co  operators, 
his  coalitionifts,  tf//,  to  prove  thai  his  Majefty*s  Minift^rs 
have  done  \«  hat  they  ought  not  to  have  done,  or  left  undone 
what  they  ought  to  have  done  (/?  cry  of  hear  !  hear  /  front  the 
,  '  O^'^pi/ition 
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Qfpjffnmn  tiacigs).  Sir^  J^  icpeat  h^  and  their  oolf  crime  wif^ 
Gcmileoieiimpolite  ieams  to  be»  tiiat  riiey  are  ,tfae  cooftitaf 
llooil  ACinimfs  .of.  the  ccMmtry,  or,  as  1  call  ^hem,  thiP 
JCing*s  mm-^(h£V4Mn6thir  crjtf  hi^r  f  hear  I  from  the  fame 
9M(ir/cr}-<-butt.Stry  Jrcpeat  this  ientimeiititbey  are  the  Kinf^s 
cooftitucional  Minifteis,  and  th^y  moreover,  I  ret)eat  it 
.(p9iwJtbfla|Kiing  infinuations  to  the  contrary)  eujoy  the  con- 
fidenca^of  the  good. people  of  England.  Look  to  the  totes  of 
thU  Hoofe,  that  is  the  ieafe  of  ifao  kingdom*  the  united 
MaAiiutional  lenfe,  deny  it  who  can.  Upon  the  whole.  Sir, 
the  advice  I  Ihall  give  the  right  hon.  Geodeman  is*  that  con- 
'fiderifigihe  i>9d  fonndttton  he  has  to  go  upon*  and  the  very 
i^jeak  assaments  of  his  ftipporters,  he  will  get  up  and  lay 
ilio  finre.hii  own  credit)  that  he  is  eoaspletely  mifinf^rmed 
and  ouftakan  as  to  thel>tifinefa9  and  beg  leave  to  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Cmptain  Markham  ro(e»  and  began  by  faying,  that  it  ap«^ 
prared  neoefiary  for  him  to  clear  up  fome  mtftakes  or  mtf- 
feprefeotatbiis  which  originated  in  the  courfeof  the  debate* 
The  reafoo  for  having  ftated  the  number  of  learoen  in  the 
.month  of  Decctnber  laft,  in  preference  to  any  other  monthf 
was,  that  the  regufanr  retorns  hariibeen  made  to  the  Admiralty 
an  that  period.  There  were  th^n  76,054.  Teamen  on  board 
.his  Majefty's  navy.  Since  the  month  ef  December  no  lefs 
.^n  6,441  had  been  added,  and  the  return  of  marines  was 
1.5^679.  All  thefe  added,  together  made  a  total  of  98,174 
ai|m«  Thofe  letums  were  to  be  found  in  the  Admiralty^  and 
:bad  no  connexion  with  the  Navy  Office.  There  were  no 
left  than  19  {loops  of  war  contraAed  for,  and  were  to  he 
built  in  the  month  of  November  laft,  and  there  were  very 
ftlfficient  reafons  for  gim  boats  having  been  ordered  previous 
to  the  Gontrafbors  completing  the  floops.  It  was  not  from 
an  ideajthat  thefe  would  be  immediately  required,  but  an  or^ 
dcrtobein  readinefs  for  particular  purpofes.  As  to  the 
Qgppa  not  having  been  built  fooner  than  in  three  months,  he 
^ouldeoniidentiy  ftate  thatnodifiulvantage  would  rcfult  from 
ihat  ciroimftance. .  It  would  have  been  very  injudicious  to 
builfd  theip  in  a  hurryt  or  of  raw  or  green  wood,  which  aU 
V^y^.R^ved  leaky  ;;and  he  did  not  imagine  that  Bonaparte's 
St|9t^9at%  would  be  fofrnd,  on  trial,  to  anfwer  his  purpofe 
for  a  fimilar  reafon.  Ife  would  raiher  have  Gentlemen  bt 
ii|eUni9J  19  concealmanty  than  to  divulge  any  circumllances 
t^Mcllfn^h!  pr$^  lajtuious  10  the  country.  It  would*  be 
atceflary^  i^)(he/&ffft  pl^^  ^lutve  on  )iand  a  great  fiock  of 
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timber,  w6it  ftips  to  bebiiihin  ttfkkhMif  jttfy/  Thofe 
velTels  which  were  built  in'  the  KingV  ^rth  iv^e  n^e  Tobfi 
ftantially  boih  than  others.  Ht  tltttkm  nothing  perfbnll 
againft  any  individuaU  wheii  he  Hlid,  however,  that  fn  bil 
opinion  a  proper  ufe  had  nticr  been  made  of  (bipwrighrs  in' 
Ihiscotintry.  The  fliips  built  in  ihe  King's  yard&»  Vferd 
whotefome  and  found  tor  the  tnento  live  in ;  thore  buihelfe-* 
wher6»  were  generally  foiiM  to  get  what  is  called  ihe  d^ 
rot;  they  inclined  th^  men  to  fctefs,  and  t^cre  Toon  rendered 
unfcrviceable.  He  kiight  eVch  (Vf ,  tl^ar  ihofe  !Mm  wMcfcf 
were  built  in  merchants'  yards,  had  been  the  riiin  off  ihert'avy; 
He  did  not  know  exaftly  whar  the  hdn.  Adrtiiral  metlnT/  by 
alluding  to  19  fail  being  taken  when  under  donvov ;  he  'Wat 
not  aware  of  any  foph  thing  havf  rig  ever  happened.  On  f  hd 
whole,  in  confidering  the  nature  of  the  prefeht  moiiohlr,  he; 
for  bis  part,  muft  fay,  that  perfbnal  motives  were  to  bd  pr^ 
fumed.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentlemanf,  orsrny  othei'perfoti,  hfHd 
any  fixed  and  determinatcf  charge  to  bfing  forward  agaiiifl  the 
noble  Lord  ^ho  had  the  direAion  of  (he  naval  department,' 
he  n^oaM  wiOi  ra' *er  that  they  Oiourld  ftate  their  charged 
ffiredly  and  openly  againft  him,  than  go  iibout  it  in  ihd 
manner  they  Teemed  inclined  to  do. 

Sr  Wilftafn  Cunii  expreifed  faimfelf  ro  be  al(b  ar  a  lefa  ttf 
know  what  convoy  the  hon.  Admiral  had  alliided  f6  in  ihel 
tourfe  of  his  fpeech ;  becaufe  Me  too  might  perltaps  have  ha<f 
an  unlucky  hit  amotigthe  number,  m  begged  to  kfiovi^ 
where  the  right  hon.  Gentfetnan  would  wiflito'  place  Ms  gun^ 
boats,  could  a  greater  nutnber  be  iiimiediaiely  ptt^uftd^ 
They  were  6nly  fit  for  aflembling  to  proteift  the  coxft,  aiidl 
he  could  venture  to  fay,  that  merchatits'  vefleis  were  never  fo^ 
well  protected  as  at  the  prefent  moo^bnt.  In  the  year  1^9^^ 
the  number  of  VeiTds  taken  by  ihd  ehenly  was  418 ;  in  1794^ 
they  were  484;  in  1795.493;  and  in  i^^6,  there  were  nor 
lefs  than  793  veflels  of  various  defcriptions  loft.  He  did 
not  know  what  Gentlemen  would  wtfh  to  have»  when  we 
had  at  prcfenrfleets  everywhere.  Vck  his  part,  after  havings 
beard' the  dilbuffion  which  hadtaken  niace  on  this  fiibjeft*  hnt 
could  vemui^  to  fay,  that  he  Ihoulo  that  night  repofe  tipotV' 
his  pillow  with  a  greater  degree  ot  (atisfaSion  than  lMr<foUl(l 
have  done,  had  not  the  condud  of  Lord  St.  Vineefit  burtk 
called  in  queftion  by  the  prefent  motion. 

Mr,  Cnirtemy  faid,  it  was  highly  gi^tifytng  to  Mkt^ 
that  ewry  otie  who  had  fpuken  of  the  noblt^  LsnA  at  thi  tftatf^ 
of  the  Admirahy,  had  done  fo  in  tferms  tMil  *  teplki  theiw 
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could  be  no  dou^t  what  would  be  the  termination  of  alny  in^ 
quiry  that  might  be  inftituted.  1  he  pref^nt  queftionliad  led 
fo  a  difcufiion  which  convinced  every  Qentleman  of  the  firm 
;  bafis  on  which  theTecurity  of  the  country  repofed. ,  As  long^ 
as  eloquence  fliall  confift  in  corrednefs  of  judgnftent/fim- 
plicity  and  truths  it  will  be  admitted  that  the  gallant  Admi- 
ral uiCder  the  gallery  (Sir  Edward  Pellew)  had  defended  Lord 
St.  Vincei^t  with  fott\c  of  thore  rhetorical  powers  for  which 
feamen  are  not  always  clif^nguiAed.  He  was  one  of  tbofe 
who  confidered,  that  of  all  others,  a  profeffional  man  was 
^he  mod  fuited  for  the  high  (lation  occupied  by  Lord  St. 
Vincept;  and  he  deemed  it  as  abfmnl  to  place  a  perfon  in 
^iiFereot  habits  in  that  fituation,  as  to  advance  a  (ailor  or  a 
fpldier  to  the  higheft  rank  in  the  courts  of  Britifli  jui  ifpru- 
dence.  On  every  ground,  whether  he  regarded  the  charaSer 
of  the  noble  Lord  or  the  public  welfare,  he  confidered  the 
prefent  motion  fit  to  be  fupportcd. 

Mr,  Burroughs  obfervedy'tbat  it  w^as  contended  by  many 
Gentlemen,  that  the  charafier  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty was  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  the  inqufries  which  were 
theobjedof  the  prefent.  motion.  Did  Gentlemen  mean  to 
fay,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  had  fo  long  di« 
leclqd  the  councils  of  the  (late,  had  no  charader  and  no  opt- 
nicins  which  ougjit  to  be  regarded  ?  It  was,  perhaps,  bis 
0wn  private  fentiments,  that  the  war  of  France  is  not  againft 
eurnavyi  but  againft  uur  finances;  but  if  there  be  any  ne* 
g\c&.  in  the  naval  department,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained 
btil  they  will  avail  themfelves  of  it.  It  is  therefore  of  the 
bJgt^eft  importance,  not  only  that  the  prefent  fbrc^  may  be 
competent,  but  that  it  may  be  continued  in  a  condition  ade- 
quate to  the  complete  defence  of  the  country.  On  thefe 
grounds,  he  confidered  the  produdion  of  every  document 
whi^h  could  give  fatisfadtion  on  this  fubjefl,  prudem  and 
ileCeiTary.  .   . 

Air,  Fonblanque^  having  fiated  that  he  was  in  general  fa« 
vouuble  to  inquiry  into  the  conduA  of  public  departments, 
expr^fled  his  anxiety  that  the  grounds  of  his^ppofing  the 
mQUons  then  under  difcliflion  (hould  be  diflindly  underftood, 
a^nd  a^  Jie  was  aware «of  the  impatience  of  the  Houfe  to  pro« 
cet d.to  a  diviflon,  he  would  be  as  Ihort  as  poflible  in  ilaiing 
thofe  grounds.  The  noble  ^nd  gallant  liarl  at  the  head  of 
Uie  A^mitahy,  had  fo  well  earned  the  confidence  of  the 
Qpuntry,  that  up  to  a  certain  period  all  parties  were  unani- 
lOous  10  his  praife  \   but  a  quelUon  has  now  arifen^  whether 
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he  had  not  loft  in  council  a  portion  of  thai  coniidenee.  To 
meet  this  dotibt,  he  thought  that  it  was  enough  to  prove 
that  the  naval  force  of  the  country  was  fully  adequateao  ihe 
exigen<;e  of  the  crifis  formidable  as  it  is ;  and  in  order  to  af- 
ford the  Houfe  the  means  of  judging,  whether  fuch  was  the 
ftateof  aflual  naval  preparation,  certain  papers  had  beeo 
moved  for,  to  the  produdion  of  which,  hisMajefty's  Mini« 
fters  had  rood  readily  coniented.  But  other  papers  were 
moved  for,  the  propriety  of  producing  which,  mifi^t  becon« 
lidered  as  at  lead  doubtful,  bccaufe  no  grotindwork  had  beez^ 
laid  to  fliew  their  importance  to  any  pufpofe  of  cenfure  of 
the  Board  of  Admiralty ;  for  if  the  naval  force  of  the  country 
were  fuificient  to  cope  with  the  dangers  which  threatened  ir, 
whether  conftituted  of  this  or  that  defcription  of  arnied  vef* 
fels,  or.  whether  fuch  force  was  conflruded  in  the  royal 
yards,  or  by  contract  in  the  merchants'  yards,  were  points  of 
very  little  importance;  but  if  from  the  papers  agreed  to  be 
produced,  indead  of  their  proving  an  adequacy  of  force,  the 
contrary  Ihould  appear,  it  would  then  certainly  be  proper^ 
and  the  duty  of  the  Houfe,  to  inquire,  what  were  the  re* 
fources  of  the  country,  and  why  they  had  not  been  made  fully 
available  i  Here  the  refponfibility  of  the  Admiralty  would 
indeed  attach,  and  unlefs  the  noble  Earl  could  (hew  that 
the  means  of  defence  were  adequate,  he  mud,  with  all  hi% 
claims  upon  his  country's  gratitude,  fqbroit  to  the  confe-? 
quences  of  that  refponfibility  which  the  conftitution  attaches, 
tohis  dation ;  but  until  it  appeared  that  the  means  of  defenco 
which  he  had  provided  were  inadequate  to  the  danger  of 
the  country,  it  were  to  fuppofe  an  infufSciency  in  the  couh«> 
cil  and  exertions  of  that  itoble  and  gallant  Earl,  which  can- 
dour would  not  prefume,  and  at  which  public  gratitude 
would  revolt.  But  the  eulogies  upon  the  claims  of  the  noble 
Lord  are  almod  general,  and  the  motion  is  fupported  by  Coitie^' 
upon  the  principle  that  the  character  of  the  noble  Earl  wt(V 
acquire  additional  ludre  if  poilible  from  the  refult  of  inquiry »' 
The  extreme  refinements  of  frienddiip  are  not  perceptible  to* 
common  minds;  and  without  hazarding  an  opinion  upon  this 
fpccies  of  refinement  which  deprives  edablifbed  character  of 
the  privilege  of  repelling  by  its  immediate  influence  trifling, 
vexatious,  ur  malicious  charges,  it  becomes  material  to  confix 
der  how  they  who  have  voted  for  the  meafi)  re  of  inquiry,  upon' 
the  convidlion  that  the  refuh  of  fuch  inquiry  will  be  hononV-' 
able  to  the  party  whofe  conduA  is  the  fubjeS  of1t,yft'to" 
4)fln^  to  that  inquiry  the  dlfpaflionate  mfrtd  vbich  U  cflciiliar 
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to  «  due  teruit  from  it.<-^Mr.  Pirt  having  jby^ftnre  manileftdl 

fhai  he  hid  .not  propored  inquiry,  Mr.  £anbUnque  rrtnarktd 

ih«t  it  wu  not  bu  purpofe  to  miftate,  and  hr  fliould  be  reallf 

happy  to  find  that  he  had  aiifunderftood  ihe  fight  Hon*  Gen- 

tieman;  he  would  therefore /late  what  he  underftood  to  be  the 

ulterior  purpofe  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  natnely*  to 

propoTean  addrefs  to  his  Majefiy.-T*Mr.  Pitt  having  Jiere  fi^* 

ntfitdihat   fuch-was  his  communication  of  purpofe*  Mr« 

l^'oflblaoque  remarked  that  he  bad  not   i^tfuaderftood  the 

right  hott.  Gentleman,  ftiU  lefa  miftated  htm,  for  fuch  an  ed^ 

cireramoft  necellarily  be  preceded  by  inquiry,      Mr.  Fon* 

blanque  concltided  by  dating,  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  the 

duty  of  Parliament  to  be  alTured  that  ihe  national  defence  waa 

cqtial  to  the  national  danger,  and  that  if  the  refources  of  the 

coontry  were  negleded  or  mtfappiied,  it  was  the  duty  of 

Parliament  to  intetpore^  but  that  previoufly  to  any  inquiry 

intd  the  conduct  of  any  department  iLUmediaiely  conntfied 

with  the  public  fecurity,   it  ought  to  appear  that  the  public 

fecurity  was  not  adequately  provided  for,  or  the  means  of  ob^ 

raining  fuch  information  were  withheld  i  atid  that  though  it 

^ould  appear  that  the  means  of  defence  were  adequate  to  the 

danger,  if  further  means  could  be  devifed,  or  more  e0icient  or 

left  chargeable  ones  be  fubAituted,  that  he  confldercd  it  to  be 

^t  once  the  right  and  duty  of  Members  to  fugged  or  propofe 

them ;  but  that  zs  the  refult  mud  be  matter  of  choice,  the 

ei ret) ft) dance  of  their.' not  having  been  prcvioufly  adopted 

could  not  be  made  a  ground  of  cenfure. 

Mrf  Pitt — I  (hould  have  expcQed  that  the  obfcrvations 
«f  an  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  near  me»  would  have 
been  coniidercd  dccifive  as  to  the  merits  of  the  prefent 
qfueftion.  We  are  called  upon,  fay  the  Miniiiers,  to  refufe 
eertain  papers,  becaufe  they  will  lead  to  inquiry.  What  is 
that  but  to  fay,  that  when  full  information  is  afforded,  doubts 
mud  reft  upon  the  minds  of  the  Members  of  this  Houfc, 
ivbich  can  alone  be  removed  by  fciiouslnveftigation?  Thefe 
doubts  n)ud  be  felt  on  the  mod  important  iuhje£l ;  whe- 
ther the  naval  force,  in  its  prefent  date,  be  competent  to  the 
national  fecurity  ;  and  if  fuch  preparations  arc  making  as  will 
in  future  place  it  on  a  footing  adequate  to  meet  thtr  growing 
extgeacic)^  for  the  publjc  defence,  But  thefe  documents, 
ivhich  they  acknowledge  would  create  this  uncertainty,  are 
not  to  he  iupp]icd,.and  Parliament  is  to  be  left  in  utter  igno- 
rance o/lheie  iniporrant  nwtteis,  left  flic  people  fhould  fujpJ-  ' 
pofp  there  is  dangpr.  This  is  not  to  ciaim  confidence  in 
l^-ora  St.  Vincent,  it  is  to  tlcrogate  fro'iii  his  irputatiun  ;  for' 

lo 
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to  inquii^  they  tell  us:,is  to  tniftruft.     What  foit  ofliDW'il^ 

it  then,  wkb  which  an  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  William  Qiwoa)  jf 

infpired,  which  is  to  difpofe  him  to  retire  to  bh  piliow^jaiMP 

the  debate  of  this  night,  in  fo  much  confidence  aod^  (t^i^ 

ritj  ?  The  Jong  deep  of  death  feems  alone  ckpabie  of  pe^der^ 

ing  us  tofenfible  to  alarm  under  thefe  reprefcntattpnK  if  IhfltV 

event  tbouid  not  tranquillize  our  feelings,  we  may  fiifVivf 

only  to  witoefs  the  decay  of  our  marine,  the  diffipali«i^9f 

our  finances,  the  furrender  of  the  fortunes^  the  honoUf .  9§4 

the  glory  of  the  country.    But  let  it  not  be  faid  I  am  triJSifC 

with  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe  by  thefe  melancholy  viewf^ 

1  belte?e,with  i|  fit  appK<:ation  of  the  refources,  the  couiit» 

may  not  only  be  rendered  fecure,  but  triumphant ;  but  wit( 

the  fpecies  of  falfe  confidence,  of  deiufion,  which  hziVomtiir 

ed  to  be  fupported^  I  know  not  what  fatal  cataftropbe  qiajr 

be  the  refult,    I  have  been  very  much  aftoniflied  at  the  Mr 

traoidinary  turn  this  debate  has  taken.    Minifters  bad  prf* 

Tioufly  applied  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  of  the  modoAB-f 

meant  to  propole.^   I  informed  them,  and  I  certainly  ^rir 

derftood  it  was  their  intention  to  accede  to  two  of  the  tpQr 

lions,  without  any  objeAions  being  fuggeiled*    With  thi^ 

petfualion,  as  I  have  lately  often  intruded  very  much  on  thf 

time,  and  I  fear  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  I  thought  it  Wr- 

necdlary  to  enlarge  on  the  nature,  circumftancei,  and  obje^ 

of  the  motion.    Confidently  with  this  reflcdion,  I  merely  , 

flated  the  leading  objed,  from  doing  which,  I  had  no  foouep 

retired,  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  below  me  rifes  aa^ 

aflcrts,  that  I  have  made  out  no  cafe  on  which  the  prefept 

application  can  be  founded.   I  muft  confefs  this  is  not  treat- . 

ing  me  with  that  candour  I  had  reafon  to  expert.    A  cafe 

opened,  and  a  cafe  proved,  are  two  very  different  things; 

but  it  is  not  at  leaft  a  necefiary  confequence  that  thefe  two 

ftages  in  the  fame  caufe  (hould  not  fucceed  each  other    I 

ihould  be  very  much  furprifed  if  the  cafe,  even  as  it  how 

fiaodi,  (hould^  by  any  Gentleman,  be  confidered  feeble. 

The  firft  prominent  feature  pf  it  is,  to  poilels  fuch  a  navs^l 

force,  under  the  prefent  danger  of  invafion,  as  would  be 

fully  competent  to  guard  thefe  iflands.     I  fay  the  force 

ought  to  be  greater ;  that  it  is  lefs  than  it  ought  t<t  be,  and 

that  it  might,  if  thenneans  of  the  country  were  put  in  requi- 

fition  and  adivity.  Are  not  thefe,  then,  grave  and  itnportaht 

confiderations  ;  and  are  they  not  directed  to  provide  againft 

the  greatcft  pofiible  calamity,  and  for  the  fecurity,  nay»the'* 

exiftence  of  the  country?    The  next  diilingui(hin|^' feii<-'^ 

ture  of  the  pre&nt  motion,  is  to  lay  a  fufficient  foundation  tp 

keep 
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keep  the  navy  under  fuch  an  cftabliflimcnt,  that  whatever 
may  be  ks  prefent  condition,  a  permanent  force  may  be  in 
tdUK^  fupportcd,   adequate  to  the  accumulating  perils  to 
wbich  the  nation  may  be  expofed.    Theie  preparations  are 
the  more  neceiTary^  becaufe  the  prefent  war  fucceeds  a  re- 
cent one  of  great  length,  in  which  the.  naval  force  had  un« 
avoidably   received  confiderabIe\  damage.    Can  I,  confif- 
teatiy  with  the  rcfpe6l  I  ov^e  to  this  Houfe,  inquire  if  theic 
maftt^s,  wliich  immediately  concern  the  prefent  fafety  and 
future  ftrength  of  the.  country,  are  fubjefts  of  importance  ? 
or  if  any  materials  can  be  fupplicd  on  which  a  cafe  may  be 
more  fiimly  fupportcd?   l*he  hon.  Gentlcnlan   below   me 
(Mr.  TIerney)  has  refufcd  the  main  objedt  of  this  motion, 
aadiie  is  to  be  a  powerful  (iipporterofthe  prefent  meafures. 
Whether  his  aptitude  be  as  great  in  the  fupport  of  an  Ad- 
iBiil1ftration>  as  it  is  in  oppofition,  we  have  to  learn — we 
have  yel  <o   karn  \yhat  his  abilities  are  as  a  defender.     I 
have  been  inftnifted  already  in  a  fevtrc  fchool,  but  I  vcij 
much  queflion  if  he  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  Or  will  do  fa 
tinder  the  new  character  he  has  been  induced  to  aiiume ; 
and  he  certainly   has  cnjrtyed  fufficient  opportunity  to  re- 
move our  uncertainty  in  this  particular,  of  which,  however, 
he  has  not  been  difpofcd  to  avail  himfelf.     I  am  told  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  1  have  been  leized  with  a  panic  to  which 
the  gallant  heart  of  the  noble  Lord  could  not  be  liable.  Am 
I  to  underftand  that  the  right  hon.  Gcnticman  fpeaks    the 
feotimenti  of  his  neighbours  on  the  fame  bench,  when  he 
affects  to  ridicule  this  panic  as  idle  and  abfuid  ?     I  know 
that   the    noble    f^oid   alluded    to    is    above  all  ignoble 
fear ;  but  he  would  be  wholly  unfit  for  the  ftation  lie  occu- 
pies, if  he  were  not  to  entertain  a  rational  coavidtion  of  dan- 
ger; if  he  (ltd  nut  know  thatdifficuliieh'  were  to  becncoun- 
t^ed   under  the   mighty    fyftem   of  hoftility   adofrted    by 
JFrance.     If  Minifters  have  felt   none  of  thefe  apprehen- 
fions ;  if  to  this  alarm  or  panic  they  have   been    wholly 
fupcrior, .  bow  are  we  to  explain  their  recent  conduS  ?  For 
what  purpofe  have  they  been  engaging  the  time  of  Parlia- 
ment, with  prolix   and  energetic  difcuffions   on  the   raiii^ 
tary    force,    neceflTary    lo  defend    the    facred'foil  of    our 
country  fron>in(ult  and  violatfon  f  Whence,  if  ihi«  be  the 
C4fe,  all  this  huftic  artd  activity,  this  v<jtuminous  correfpou^ 
deiMX*  with  ihc  moft  eminent  chavaftcrs  in  military    life  ; 
and  whence  this  variety  of  meafures,  which  I  will  not  fay 
they  l»ave  propofed,  bat  to  which  they  have  acceded?  Is 
this  too-all  vain  dcluiion;  oi  have  they,  widi  me,  beftn  dc> 
•       .  '  graded 
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gra4ed  bja  panic^  whicb  tbey  aflume  wbeomiKtaryumattoai 
are  under  coafideration,  and  reje^  wi(b  indigaation  whea 
(he  naval  force  is  the  fubjcA  of  debate  ?   It  bas  been  truly; 
faid  \}Y  my  right  bon^  Fiicnd  (Mr.  VVilfberforce),  tbal  the 
naval  defence  of  the  land  is  our  national  pailion^  in  which 
we  indulge  all  the  exceiTes  of  inilinctive  pride.  .With  this 
generous  propeniity*  let  us  look  to  the  coU^flive  fireq^tll 
of  the  enemy  on  the  oppofite  coafti  wbich  feems^tOTealixe 
the  fictions  of  ancient  ftory.    Caa  it  be  fuppofedi  wfth.tii]§ 
view  before  uSy  we  can  for  a  moment  forget  ali  the.adyann 
tages  of  our  infular  fituation ;  the  glories  of  our.n^ari^me 
ftfengtb ;  the  navy  which   ha^  extended,  our  commerccy, 
wrbic^  has  eftablifhed  our  authority,  which  bas  rdife4  us  ta 
the  rank  we  enjoy  amongft  furrounding  empires,  ^nd  wbicb 
has  conduced  to  our  command  and  aggrandizement  in  eveiy  - 
quarter  of  the  eatth  ?  Can  we,  I  fay>  in  the  moment  of  daa^ 
ger,  faii.to  jemember  this  grand  fource  of  public  4c;cMrjty  3 
Tniuch  a  criiis  as  this,  am  I,  with, all  the  indifference  of  a- 
cold  comparifon^  to  be  referred  to  the  coramenceipent  o£ 
the  former  war  with  France,  when  fhe  was  torn  by  civil 
diileniions ;  when  Ihe  was  encompalled  by  hoftiie  ns^tJ^iit 
in  array  againft  her ;  when  all  Europe  was  leagaed  for  hcc 
deftrudion  i  Is  that  period  to  be  aiUniilated  to  the  prefent* 
when  Wjc  are  to  meet  her  fingle-handed,  without  t)^e  co«. 
operation  of  one  ally  ;  and  are  we  to  lloiit  our  exertions  to 
what  they  were  at  the  time  when  circumftances  wece  tbuf* 
toully  ditterent  ?  Yet  it  will  be  recollected,  thai  tb^o  the 
navy  of  this  country^  at  leaft,  was  fo  far  piepar^,  ^t 
fcarcely  one  fleet  ventured  to  forfake  the  ports  of  France 
that  did  not  fupply  new  laurels  to  the  gallant  defenders  of 
their  country,  on  the  tempeftuous  element  by  which  we  axe 
furrounded.    The  enemy,  who  have  loft  their  internal  trade,' 
their  exterior  commerce,  their  tifheries,  the  very  foundatioa 
of  (heir  navy,  have,  in  the  profecution  of  a  gigantic  enter* 
prize,  created  an  artificial  marine  of  prodigious  extent ;  and 
are  we  not  to  proportion  our  means  to  the  new  circumftances 
in  which  we  are  placed,  to  the  new  perils  to  which  we  are 
expofed ;  and  are  we  to  have  the  ardour  of  all  our  generous 
paflions  difCpated  by  the  application  of  this  <\cold  compa-^ 
rifon  t**     i  truft,  therefore,  1  Iball  not  be  accu,red  of  di£> 
graceful  fear,  of  idle  panic,  if  1  contend  our  exertions nmight 
at  this  moment  to  exceed  all  former  precedent;  becayle 
the  dangers  by  which  we  are  encompafled  exceed  all  for** 
mer  peril.     Unlefs  I  am  much  miftakcn,  the  kind  of.minor  * 
znuriQe  I  have  recommended,  is  a  furce  eafily.  prepared^. 

*  '       neither 
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it^hher  of  tediotts  or  expenfive  conftrtiAion.  Bdft,  GMde- 
Aten  have  argued,  a»  if  I  wilhed  to  lay  afide  the  floating 
eoifUes  by  which  this  country  is  proteded,  and  to  dt(baoo 
the  Brittlh  navy.  I  was  forry  to  hrar  ah  bbnoombie  Ad* 
jhiral  (Sir  Edward  Pellew)  deviate  into  this  grofs  miiappre* 
Benlion.  True  it  is,  I  have  exprefled  fome  confidence  in 
gtm-veflers,  for  a  particular  puriiofe ;  but  have  I  ever  been 
xnftne  enough' to  exprefs  a  douotv  that  for  the  blockade  of 
fttft,  Toulon,  Ferrol,  and  the  various  ports  occupied  by 
tlit  Ihips  of  the  enemy«  our  men  of  war  and  our  frijB;atea 
fltould  not  be  employed?  Even  ihould  the  flotilla  of  the 
eiiemy  venture  toward  our  coafts,  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
^de  deftrudion  and  general  confufion  will  be  occafioned 
liy  the  annoyance  they  will  receive  from  our  regular  navy ; 
But  fome  wilt  probably  efcape  among  the  vaft  multitude ; 
aM  am  I  culpable  in  recodimehding  that  this  leiler  navy 
flibuld  be  prepared,  under  fuch  an'  ememncy,  to  revder 
Certain  that  fccurity  which  would  otherwiie  be  only  proba- 
Bffe  ?  Our  firft  defence  is  then  by  our  larger  ihips ;  our 
a^ifxt  in  the  fliallpws  by  our  flotilla ;  the  thira  expedient  is* 

'  tt'pre^ntthe  landing  of  the  enemy;  and  the  fourth  and 
l^m.  convenient  is,  when  they  have  gained  a  footing  on 
Englifh  ground,  to  meet  them  in  tl^  field  of  iTaoghter. 
1/?illGentlemei),  who  afFea  to  defpife  thefe  gun-vefiels,  not 
lidmit,  that  between  the  ports  of  Harwich  and  Portfmoutb» 
tSiere  are  numerous  banks  and  ihaliows,  where  (hips  tof  the 
Itm  are  incapable  of  approaching  the  fliore  ?  1  am  not 
ifltemed  to  lay,  before  profeflional  gentlemen,  however 
AsMnent,  that  if  we  negleft  to  provide  againft  contingencies, 
iy  the  Idttd  of  force  to  which  I  have  now  adverted,  we  do 
Hbt  do  all  in  our  power  toxonduce  to  the  national  fafety. 
l^rms  of  derifion  have  been  employed  to  render  this  fpe- 
des  of  marine  defence  contemptible,  and  it  has  been  called 
a:  Mofquito  fleet ;  but  when  Gentlemen  are  prefled  a  little 
<iore  on  the  fubjeft,  then  -ve  are  told  there  are  500  or  70O 

'^lunteer  gun-boats.  Thefe  boats,  we  are  to  recolIeA,  are 
Hot  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  Admiralty',  and 

*  Save  afiually  been  forced  into itsfervice  by  the  entliufiaf m 
of  the  people.  Agfeat  proportion  of  thefe  arc  engaged  on 
an  extent  of  coaft  with  which  1  am  particularly  acquainted, 
and  I  know  this  force  would  have  been  i-eady  much  fooner, 
Md  would  have  been  in  a  much  better  condition,  if  tlie 
Admiralty  had  given  them  due  encouragement.  Honour- 
a[ble  Gentlemen  have  dilated  on  the  di(Hn£Vion  of  gun-boats 
aild  gtta-brigs,  and  the  latter  bavei  it  icems,  received  fome 
*  '  commendation 
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'.-gymrfttBtlA  of  this  lad  defcription  that  I  have  all  along  f^4r 
'       ;!  jyffttfid ;  ami  twenty  of  tbefe,  which  have  had  the  fogcemoft 
.  .du^.uii^er  lior4  Keilh,  are  tbofe  ^bich  were  fitted  out  ia 
tijfflime^f  Lord  Spencer;  fo  that  the  utility  of  thefeisac^ 
;  k||^.wJedged  \>y  Lord  St.  Vincent;  and  as  a  further  prpof, 
nti^ofe  that  have  been  la^ly  ordered,  under  the  circumuances 
'  I^^tfd»  Ejce  precifely  of  the  fame  kind,  and  differ  only  in  the 
<  delay^  I  contend,  needlefa  delay,  in  their  conftni£Vion.    I 
have  then  the  fatisfaSion  to  reflet,  that  my  fentiments  are 
fanftioned  by  the  approbation  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  all  ( 
regret  is,  the  procrauination.     But  we  are  amufed  yvith  A 
brilliant  fiaih  of  eloquence  (not  lately  a  fource  of  ordiiury 
entertainment  in  this  Houfe),  and  we  are  told  by  an  bon. 
Gentleman,  all  tl^is  fcheme  of  pun^vefleis  is  a  job.    This 
fentiment,  ^loathed  in  a  wandering  meteor,  which  fixed  its 
ray  of  indi^rnation  i4>oa  me,  fhall  not  fo  far  dazzle  my  or« 
gans  of  viiion,  as  to  prevent  my  difcovering  the^  way  by 
which  I  may  relieve  myfelf  from  the  terrors  of  its  efful- 
gence.   It  is  nt>t  neceilary  to  conclude,  becaufe  a  fervice 
has  been  converted  into  a  job,  that  it  is  a  ufelefs  fervice* 
If  pernicious  food  have  been  given  to  the  hon*  Gentleman^ 
he  would  not  conceive  it  to  be  a  reafon  for  ahftaining  from 
ail  nourifhihent ;  fo  in  the  former  cafe  we  rouft  learn  to 
diftinguilh  between  accident  and  fubftaBce»  and  reje£ting 
what  is  injurious,  retain  what  is  valuable.    But  as.Minifters 
,     *  have  boafted  of  the  comparative  force,  let  us  for  a  moment 
eiamine  what  it  is.    In  1801,  we  had  lOi  (loops,  we  havo 
now  B^i  we  then  had  69  gun-veflels,  .we  have  now  37 ;  we 
then  had  10 1  cutters,  we  have  now  52.     It  is  conceived  (o 
be  a  fatal  objedion  to.thefe  fmaller  veflels,  that  they  will 
engage  tliofe  men  who  would  bo^inore  ufefully  employed  to 
iupply  the  crews  of  the  regular  n^vy.     Does  it  occur  to  the 
HoujTe  how  linall  a  number  tbefe  veilels  require  ?  How  many 
that  are  free  from  the  imprefs  would  gladly  engage  in  a  fer- 
vice of  this  kind.     When  the  enemy  approach,  it  is  highly 
probable  we  (hall  have  fonie  days  notice,  for  fo  vaft  a  ma- 
chine cannot  be  put  in  motion  without  giving  us  full  oppor* 
tuoity  of  obfervation.    This  notice  would  give  us  ample 
means  of  fupplying  this  flotilla  from  a  thoufand  fources* 
If  Minifters  have  not  a  fufEcient  number  of  feamen,  they 
might  have  applied  to  Parliament  for  more,  and.no  ho&ta* 
tion.  would  .have  occurred  in  a  compliance  with  their  re* 
queft*    It  is  (aid  much  has  been  argued  on  tliis  frivolous  fub- 
jc£t  of  twenty-three  gun  boats,  and  that  it  did  npt  (leferve 
VV2...II.  180J-4.  -        U  "  niodcCf 
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Vrbifce,  milch  fcfs  ^ft  have  been  made^a  groirhd  for  the  prefent 
"dp^HcaiVoh'io'xhc  Houfe.  Tlic  fmallnefs  of  the  quantity  is 
ihc  very  ground  of  the  obje^ion  ;  ?n  all  I  h^ve  (¥ld  I  mitfk 
li'ave  been  wholly  mifundcrftood,  if  Gentlemen  are  not  award* 
that  the  oT)jedion  is  ftronger  in  proportion  to  the  infignffi- 
carice  and  cohtemptibility  of  the  affair  to  which  it  is  direfVed. 
AH  the  motive  of  this  difcuflion  on  my  part,  is  to  (hew  that 
the  exertions  in  the  naval  department  are  inadequate.  Great 
as  may. be  my  refpeft  for  Lord  St.  Vincent,  I  cannot  be 

fuihy  of  the  hypocrify  to  fay,  this  department  of  the  fervice 
^^  as  been  wifely  conduced.  I  have  a  greater  (lake,  even  than 
the Yepqtation  .of  the  noble  Lord,  it  is  no  lefs  than  the  fafety 
apdexiftencc.pf  the  country,  and  the  fulfilment  of  my  duty 
fit  this  cjritic^l  junctures  as  a  Member  of  the  Britifli  Parlia-r 
iner)t.  What  iq  nature  can  induce  the  Admiralty,  acknow-* 
Jedging  as  tjit^y  do  the  utility  of  this  force,  thus  to  circum- 
(cribe  it?  This  condu£l  feems  to  be  governed  by  fume 
fpch  motives  as  inBuenced  (he  5th  Harry,  when  he  wouldl 
fiot  bkve  anorhet  Hero  to  (hare  in  the  victory.  Are 
tbey  fearful  of  adding  another  gun  brig  to  partake  the 
giocy  ?  The  buildmg  in  merchants'  yards,  they  tay,  is  Tub*' 
jeA  to  feridiis.abjedions.  As  far  as  my  experience  can 
irtform,  ndne  of  thofe  that  have,  been  (lated,  are  capable  of  - 
being  fupfjorted.  Have  we  not  the  beft  mercantile  marine 
In  the  world,  iimd. IS  not  that  ereded  in  ihefe  yards  ?  The 
fliips  of  the  Ea(l>  India  Company*  which  are  as  perfeA  and 
ebmptete  as  any  aj^plied  to  the  .porpofc^  of  navigation  on  any 
fervice  whatever,  are  built  in  .thefe  yards.  Why  then  are 
tNefe  extenflve  depots  of  private  property  and  public  in- 
iutlvj  to  be  ib  ^erCilefsly  decried  ?  The  hon.  Gentleman 
Who  w^s  fo  feVere  to  his  cenfuires  on  the  merchants'  yards^ 
Wills  not  lefs  (b  fn  hfe  remarks  on  the  peculation  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  yisirds,  ^nd  thefe  he  introduced  as  a  defence  at  the 
iioble  L6rd  ;  %ut  he  was  not  aware  that  he  by  this  defeated 
his  own  pUrpofe,  and  tended  to  (hew  that  the  navy  could  no 
whdre  be  fupptied  ;  for  boih  in  the  private  and  puUic  Infti- 
tutions  'for  its  maintenance,  there  was  (lich  a  fyftem  of  ne- 
farioiis  dealing,  as  to  tnake  them  both  equally  unfit  to  be  em- 
ployed.— Mr.  Pitt,  'in  conchifion,  delivered  an  eloquent  pa- 
negyric on  the  gallantry  of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  and  declared 
that  he  was  folely  aduated  in  thus  coming  forward  by  mo- 
tives of  public  duty.  No  Admiration,  however  great,  of  the 
chara£ler  of  ati  individual,  or  even  gratitude  due  for  fcrviccs 
19  any  chara^eV  or  perfon,  'Ihould  ever  induce  him  to  tnake 
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1  facrifice  of  his- public  and  parliamentary  duty.  He  l^a^ 
been  happy  to  C^e  the  noble  Karl  placed  in'his  {xrefent  fitu^-. 
tion,  to  which  he  conceived  his  name  would  be.  a  tp^wej;  o^ 
(Irength,  and  fuch  he  believed  had  been  bis  i2^)guage»  Hoi^« 
ever,  in  his  edimation*  it  was^nodifgrace  to  acl^nowledge  thati 
he  had  at  one  time  fojTTTied  a  Tanguine  opinion^  which Tubii?^ 
qucnt  experience  induced  h^m  to  alter ;  an^  ^i/^g  fy  dilap^ 
pointed,  to  a£t*»  not  upon  the  preconceived  opinipn,  bMl  up9i\ 
that  matured  t^y  es^p^rience.  He  was  forry  tn^t  yvhat  t^c 
propofed  might  tfnd  if  Tome  degree  to  im^^caj^e  £ail  Sf* 
Vinccntt  bi^t  h^  had  to  repeat,  that  no  tenJern^els,  no  conu- 
deraiipn  for  ^hat  ch^ra^er,  high  and  great  as  \t  di^fferyedjy 
was,  (hould  induce  him  to  facriRce  hi^  djuty  19  the  pub]i9i( 
whofe  fafetjr,  in  fuch  a  crifis  as  the  prefent^  was  the  firft  obr 
jcBL  of  his  heart.  ^    "     ^ 

Sir  James  Pulteney  fpoke.  in  defence  of  the.  qoodu^  o^  thQ 
Board  of  Admiralty,  and  recapitulating  the  0atementyo( 
Sir  Edward  Pellew^  Captairi  Markham,  and  Mr/Ad^ingtipn^ 
refpefting  the  f^ate  and,  e^ciency  of  ^)xt,  n^yal  force,  con- 
tended that  w^  i{^ere  abl^  ^o  block  up  the  enemy  in  theii[ 
ports,  and  thus  to  deride  their  menaces  o^  iixvafipn. 

At  half  pa^  twelve  the  Houfe  became  urgent  for  tho 

Jueftion,  and  the  gallery  was  cleared. .  We.  un(%riiand  ^r. 
1tt*s  iirft  atid  iea>nd  motions  were' agreeilio.  l/pw  the 
quedion  being  pul  on  the  thtrd>  fome  further  diCpuffion  tool( 
place,  introduced  by  M^.  Fg^.  At  half  jpaft  0119  o^9l9Pk  th^ 
Houfe  divided,  vrhen  the  numbers  were,  '    ^ 

For  Mr.  ^iiOs  cnoiion    -    130 
Againflit   .    -     -    -    *     2oi-r]!^2y^q^tj  7I. 
Adjourne^. 

Ljfi  ofthi  Mtnorlij^  on  Mr.  Pittas  Mothn. 

Adams,  William  Burroughs,  W, 

Allen,  Jefferys  Bootle,  £dward/\yiIbca)»Rl 

Adair,  Ro^rt  Babbington,  iThon^as 

Butler;  Hon.  — -  Cooke,  Bryan 
Buxtoo^SirR.  J.                   ,     Creevey,  Thorpaa 

Barton,  F.  W.  Courtenay,  J. 

Burdett,  Sir  Francis  Canning,  right  hojn.  (J, 

Bankes,  H.  Cartwright,  W.  R. 

BradOiaw,  R.  H.  Cowper,  hon.  Spencer      .    . 

Brooke,  Lord  Craufurdj  Colonel 

Bligh,  Thomas^  Caulficld,  hon.  H.  ^    . 

Berkeley,  Admiral  Chapman^  t^." 

Uz      *^  ^  ^     <Jod. 
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CoddriDj^ton,  Ch. 
Daly,  Bowes 
Douglas,  Marquis  of 
DundaSi  hon.  Ch. 
Dundas,  hon.  G. 
Dtindas,  right  hon.  Win. 
Dickfoo,  O>1onel 
Duncombe,  Charles 
Dent,  John 
Dilloui  hon.  A* 
Duprcy  James 
Dcnniflbn,  John 
Dickinroa,  Wiflfiain 
Dickinfon,  W.  jun. 
Elford,SirW. 
Ellis,  Ch.  Rofe 
Eufton,  Earl  of 
Elliot,  William 
Fox,  hon.  Charles  James 
Francis,  Philip 
Fitzpatrick,  General 
Foljambe,  E. 
Fofter,  right  hon.  John 
Furgufon,  James' 
Fitzhugh,  William 
Fitzharris,  Vifcount 
Folkftone,  Vifcount 
Falkiner,  F.  J. 
Garland,  George 
Cower,  Lord  G.  L. 
Gunning,  G.  W. 
Grenville,  hon.  T^ 
Gregory  F. 
Greenfell,  Pafcoe 
Graham,  James 
Henderfon,  A. 
Hardiman,  Edward 
Htppifley,  Sir  J.  Cox 
Holland,  H. 
Jolliffc,  Hyhon 
JeflFery,  John 
Kinnaird,  hon.  Cbkries 
Kenfington,  Lord 
Langtooi  Gore 


Leigh,  R.  Holt 
Lovaine,  Lord 
,  Lafcelles,  hon.  Ed. 
Lafcelles,  hon.  H. 
Latouche,  R. 
Latouche,  J. 
Laurence,  Dr. 
Lawley,  Sir  R. 
Lennox,  General 
Lowther,  John 
Lambe,  T.  Davis 
Lowther,  Colonel  James 
Maddocks,  W.  A. 
Milner,  Sir  Wm. 
Milner,  James 
Mildmay,  Sir  H. 
^lorpeih.  Lord 
Morland,  W.  , 

North,  Dudley 
Newport,  Sir  /• 
Oflblfton,  Lord 
Ord,  William 
Ofborne,  John 
Ponfonby,  George 
Petty,  Lord  Henry 
Peirfe,  H. 

Ponfonby,  right  hon.  W» 
Pitt,  right  hon.  W. 
Proby,  Lord 
Porchefter,  Lord 
Portman,  E.  B. 
Porcher,  Jofias  Dupre 
Penn,  lUchard 
Prefton,  Sir  R. 
RuiTell,  Lord  William 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert 
St.  John,  St.  Andrew 
Saville,  Chriftopher 
Sncyd,  N. 
Smith,  G. 
Smith,  S. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  Jofliua 
Sloane,  Colonel 
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Scoct,  Claude 
Scoit,  S. 
Scott,  Jofcph 
ThelluflTon,  P.  T. 
Temple,  Earl 
Thornton,  Robert 
Thornton;  Samuel 
Tiiraeri  Edward 
Villiers,  right  hon.  J.  C. 
Wbytc,  M. 


Walpote,  hon.  Gcrtrge 
Wilberforce,  William 
Wi!lcu,J,  W. 
Ward,  Robert 
Ward,  hon.  Jolm  WiHiam 
Windhan;!,  right  hon^  Wm. 
Wynne,  C.  W.  W. 
Wynne,  Sir  W.  W. 
Wrottcfley,  Sir  J. 
Wigram,  Robert 


Bourne,  Sturges         \ 
Long,  right  hon.  C.  j 


Telle 


rs. 


HOUSEOFLORDS. 

FRIDAY,   MARCH    l6. 

Coonfel  were  heard  in  the  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Sef^ 
fion  in  Scotland,  the  hon.  Captain  Charles  Eiphinftone  Fle- 
ming againft  the  hon.  George  Abercromby,  of  Tallybody. 
The  further  conflderation  was  poftponed  till  Monday, 

The  Irifh  malt  duty,  Iri(b  revenue,  IriQi  countervailing 
duty,  and  Irifli  hide  and  tallow  duty,  bills,  were  brought  from 
the  Commons  and  read  a  firft  time. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  ftages. 

Adj oumed  till  Monday . 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,   MARCH    l6. 

The  Scotch  bank  (lock  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
committed  to  a  private  Committee. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sargent  a  new  writ  was  ordered 
for  the  eledion  of  a  reprefentative  for  the  borough  of  Yar- 
mouth  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  in  the  room  of  John 
Delgarno,  Efq.  who  has  accepted  of  the  Ste wartry  of  the  ChH* 
tern  Hundreds. 

Mr.  Corry  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  families 
of  the  Irifli  militiamen  ;  which  was  read  a  firft  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  Exchequer  bills  bill  went  through  a  Committee,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

Lord  fniUam  Ruffill  rofe  to  fubmit  a  motion  refpeAing 

the 
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the  prefent  fyftemfor  the  improvement  and  kfapj^fg*  \^  r&» 
pair  the  public  highways.  I'he  noble  Lord  dated  th^rq^fons 
which  induced  him  to  bring  forward  this  propofitiop.  He 
underftood  it  to  be  getierally  known,  that  (nucl^  pVaAigil  in- 
coovealeivce  had  arifqn  from  the  mode  which,  under  the  law 
as  it  now  Rood,  was  reforted  to  in  order  to  provide  for  ftatule 
labour,  or  the  perforfnanceof  (latute  duty.  This  labour  was 
felt  to  be  very  conflderable,  and.  the  burtlyen  of '  taxation 
^neceflary  ta  provide  for  it  yery  unequally  diftcibuted,  info- 
much  that  It  vaas  the  general  wi(h  that  (bme  better  arr^o^ie- 
ixient'fliould  be  adopted.  This  wi(h  w^s  exprefled  fo  ftrong- 
ly,  at  a  very  refped^ble  aflemblage  of  the  magi (Vrates  of  the 
county  which  he  had  t hi?  honour  to  reprefent,  that  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  introduce  the  lubjeA  to  the  notice  of  Par- 
liament ;  at  the  fatQe  time  he  would  be  much  more  happy 
that  the  bufinefs  had  been  undertaken  by  fome*  perfon  of  more 
ability  and  weight  than  he  poflrefled.  The  noble  Lord  coo- 
eluded  with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  tp  alter  and 
amend  fo  much  of  the  z&  of  the  34ih  of  his  prefent  Majefty^ 
as  relates  to  the  fums  to  be  paid  by  perfons  who  Ihali  com- 
pound for  (latute  labour. 

Sir  Robert  Buxton  had  no  objedion  fo  the  motion,  but 
wifhed  fome  regulation  to  be  introduced  into  this  bill  with 
rerpe£t  to  the  dimenfions  of  the  wheels  of  carts,  &c.  which 
Ibould  be  employed  in  the  performance  of  (latute  labpur,  &c. 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  the  fuggeftion  of  the  hon.  Baro- 
net could  not  be  introduced  into  the  bill  under  its  prefent 
title,  but  that  at  a  future  (lage  that  title  might  be  altered*  and 
a  claufe,  correfpondent  to  the  hon.  Member's  idea,  be  incor- 
porated with  it. 

Lord  W,  RuflTcirs  motion  Was  agreed  to. 
,  Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Comroittoaon 
the  neutral  (hips  bilU  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  order- 
ed to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Vanfittart  brought  in  a  bill  to  continiie  the  ad  of  the 
4l(l  of  his  prefent  Majefty  for  allowing  platitation  fug^r  to 
h^  warehouled;  which  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday. 

This  hon.  Gentleman  alfo  introduced  a  bill  for  continuing 
the  fevcral  regulations  with  refpeS  to  rape-feed,  feal  (ktns^ 
the  Greenland  whale  iifliery,  oil  and  blubber,  &c.  &c.  as 
recommended  by  the  Tefolutions  of  the  expiring  laws  Cpm- 
inittee.  This  bill  was  read  a  (irft  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
i:cad  a  fecon^  time  on  Monday. 

•  The 
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The  other  orders  o£  the  day  were  dirpofed  of,  and  the 
Houfe  adjourned  tiA  K^onday.' 


Ht)«*SE   OF   LORDS. 

mondaV,  march  19. 

Crfunrel  Were  4ieard  in  conttniiarion  relative  *t6  -the^Seotch 
kpptfM,  Flefkiing  v.  Abercroraby :  the  fiirth^  hebrrtig  of  the 
Oife  titM  adjoorhbd  till  WedheUay. 

The  vatiods  UUs  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their 
itlpefti^e  flagtts.  Among ihefe,  the  Irifli  revenue^  the  Irifli 
iiidt  duty,  im  IriOi  eounieivailing  duties^  and  the  hidte  and 
tiHoW  importalion  bills  were  fevqrally  read  a^fecoMtime. 

SkmibpriTaie 'bvfinefs  was  then  difpofedlof^  after  which 
dMk  iLordfhiplrad^Mi^ned.. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

MONpAY,  MARCH   tg. 

I  The  bin  for  iac^eafii^  the  tate  df  fubOfteiice'tO'  ii^eepert. 

ladothersy  oniiUartcmng  foidiem,  wasreadii  6rftti|Dc»  tind 
I       ordered tobeiread  i,  fecond  time  the  neKt  day.  ' 

The  Exchequer, bilU  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a, third 
i        toetlietirat  day,.'if*then«ogro(red. 
1^  The  neutral  !fliip8  bill  was  re^da  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  Ibgar  warcbottTe  bill*  and  the  expiring  laws  biU,  'w^re 
tipad  a  fecdnd  ttme*  and  drdered  to  be  (iomnriittbd  to  a  Gom- 
oihtee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  nekt  diy. 

The  irifli  militia  fafflilie5>|]^oviridn  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  ami  ordered  to  be  cdmmitted  to  a  'Gommittee  of  the 
wbble  Houfe  on  Tburfday  neiet. 

Mr.  Gf9gor^  aft«r'a  few  obferirations  on  the  importanqe  of 
tbefubjed,  and  tbe  neceflity  of  the  Houfe  and  the  public 
ha?iDg  more  information  itpon  it  than  they  pofleffed  at^pre-  ' 
fent,  moved.  That  there  be  laid  before  the  'Houfe  an  account 
I  of  ibe  number  of  diftrids  from  which  liiTcflVnents  under  the 
pRipcfrty'tkx  have  been  returned  to  the  bffir^e  appropriated  to 
receive  the  fame,  dating  the  total  fum  aflefled.     Ordered. 

That  therfc  be  filfo  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account 
of  the  number  of  diftri£l)s  from  which  no  fuch  afleiTments 
hare  been  retu/ned  into  <the  faid  office.    Ordered. 

VOLVHTK£R 
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Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  moved  the  order  of  the  day  orf  the 
volunteer  regulations  bill,  which  was  for  taking  the  report 
of  the  bill  into  further  con fideratioo.    He  then  obferved,  thfti 
before  the  motion  was  put,  he  wi(hed  to  take  notice  of  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  came  to  his  knowledge  that  d^y,  and  which 
he  conceived  to  be  of  confiderable  impbrtaoce:  be  alltided  to 
a  claufe  in  the  bill,  which  refpe^led  the  time  at  which  his 
Majefty  (hall  be  empowered  to  fummon  and  call  otit  the  wor 
lunleers  for  aSual  fervice :  namely,  in  cafe  of  iovafion  by 
the  enemy.     The  words  ''  united  kingdom*"  had  been  wi* 
verted  to,  and  it  was'fuppofed  by  fome  that  the  claufe  was 
introduced  into  thd  bill  improperly  or  unfairly.     He  hoped 
the  Houfe  would  not  think  it  was  intrcxlaced  with  intentioa 
to  deceive  any  body.    When  he  introduced  the  bill,  it  was 
intended  to  be  a  bill  for  both  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
he  believed  he  dated  it  to  Be  his  opinion  that  the  power  of  bis 
Majefty  to  call  out  the  volunteers  extended  to  Ireland,   as 
well  as  Great  Britain.     It  was  thus  brought  into  the  Hoofed 
and  printed  on  the  loth  of  February,  contaihiog  provifions 
applicable  to  both  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  sdKdf hg 
both  in  its  preamble-;  theciaufe  was  thenr  drawn  up,  as  he 
fliould  Rata  to  the  Houfe.— [Here  he  read  the  claufe.] — ^In- 
ftead,  however,  of  Extending  to  Ireland,  under  the  wohis 
«<  united  kingdom/'  he  had  thought  it  better  to  introduce  the 
word  <<  realm,"  and  he  then  thought  the  word  realm  was  ap- 
plicable both  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  therefore  that 
word  Was  fubfiituted  for  the  words  <<  the  united  kingdom/* 
and  fp  the  bill  was  printed*  and  the  bill  thus  printed  con- 
tained a  claufe  to  this  eile^.    When  the  bill  was  committed, 
.  he  ftated  that  the  claufe  which  related  to  the  volunteers  of 
.Ireland  was  withdrawn,  and  that  the  prefent  volunteer  law 
of  Ireland  was  to  (land  ;  and  when  the  claufe  was  ftmck  out, 
and  the  word  "realm"   was  (truck  out,  the  bill,  with  the 
words  '*  united  kingdom"  inferied  in  it,  was  printed  fo  loog 
ago  as  the  2d  of  March.     The   bill  had  been  fince  twice  in 
the  Committee,  and  now  was  reprinted  with  this  cbufe  in- 
It  without  any  Gentleman  taking  notice  of  it.     He  ftated 
thisto  joftify  himfelf.     He  was  of  opinion  then,  and  he  now 
retained  thai  opinion,  that  it  would  be  advifcable,   in  OMihy 
points  of  view,  that  his  Majrfty  (hould  have  the  power  as 

irivsen  to  him  at  prefent  by  this  claufe,  that  in  cafe  of  inva^ 
109  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  that  his  Maj efty's  regular 

force 
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force  (houM  be  detached  to  Ireland,  his  Majeft^  tbould  have  * 
power  to  Call  our  the  voltinreers.  But  a&  mifilppreheitlioai 
had  gone  abroad  upon  that  fubjed,  and  as  it  was  not  under- 
flood  generally  in  that  HouTe,  that  the  bill  fliould  be  fo,  nor 
did  the  volunteers  appear  To  (ounderRand  the  bill,  he  thought 
it  betier  not  to  hazard  any  thing  that  might  have  the  appear* 
ance  of  a  violation  of  faith  with  the  volunteei^,  for  although 
they  had  (Ull  ihe  power  of  withdrawing  thetnfelves  if  they 
thought  that  burden  irkToihe,  yet  he  didnotwifh  to  incur  the 
hazard  of  appearingto  violate  faith  with  them :  therefore  whea 
the  Houfe  Oiouid  come  to  the  difcuilion  of' that  particular 
claufe^he  Sinold  prdpofcf  to  after  that  part  of  it.  He  fpoke  now 
only  to  ji|ftify  himfelf  to  thofc  Members  of  the  Houfe  who 
choofe  to  judge  liberally  and  candidly,'  and  he  would  be  con- 
tented  with  their  judgmenV  on  the  fubjed*  Some  other  hon. 
Gentlemen  might  objefi  to  it  after  this  explanation  ;  how 
fairly  and  candidly,  the  Houfe  would  confider.  He  wiflied, 
however  to  fave  unneceflary  difcuflioni  which  might  have 
iaribn  on  this  fubjeft,  if  be  had  not  explained  it. — He 
ihould  move,  *«  That  this  report  be  now  taken  into  further 
confi^eration." 

General  Tarkion  obferved, ,  that  as  this  was  an  opportunity 
for  entering  at  large  on  the  fubjefl  of  the  bill  now  before,  the 
Houfe,  he  might  do  fo  ;  but  he  (hould  not  trefpafs  long  upon 
the  patience  of  the  Houfe  :  he  (hould,  however,  fubmit  to 
the  Houfe  the  obfervations  and  opinions  which  had  been  the 
£uide  and  rule  of  his  conduA  upon  this  occafion ;  in  doing 
which  he  conceived  that  fome  obloquy  might  be  caft  upon 
him ;  but  he  mud  neverthelefs  intreat  the  Houfe  and  the 
country  to  reflet^,  that  this  is  too  momentous  an  occafion  for 
trifling.  There  was  no  man  exifting  who  ought  not  to  cori* 
Ader  it  his  higheft  honour  to  fhed  his  laft  drop  of  blood  in  his 
country's  caufe  at  the  prefent  crifis,  and  this  he  ihould  be  • 
proud  to  do :  but  this  was  not  all  that  a  lover  of  his  country 
ought  to  do,  he  ought  alfo  to  bring  forward,  for  its  fervice^ 
Mrhatever  his  experience  warranted  him  in  fuggefting  for  that 
purpofe.  It  had  t^een  faid,  that  we  were  now  engaged  \t  a 
war  which  the  youngcA  man  amongft  us  might  not  fee  ihe 
end  of;  he  therefore  thought  we  (hould  look  to  a  permanent 
fyftem  for  carrying  it  on  with  advantage,  and  in  that  view  he 
could  not  help  confid^ring  the  volunteer  fyftem  as  very  de- 
fedive  for  that  purpofe.  When  Minifters  brought  forward 
the  bill  for  the  better  difciplining  the  militia  corps,  he  dated, 
the  fiiuation  of  ihe  aony,  and  what  it  was  neceflary  for  Mi- 
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ntfters  Id  look  to:  that  we  wer^  15   mUHoai  of  tnen  in  ilie 
prefence  of  40  .millions  of  the  nioft  aoibitious  men  upon 
earth  for  militarjr  tdumph,  and  that  therefore  our  fafety  re- 
Guired  that  our  army  Should  be  placed  in  ihe  beft  poffible 
htuation.     Tlie  anfwer  be  received  then  was,   that  our  mi« 
litta  could  defeat  the  beft  troops   in  France ;  an  adertion 
which  did  not, maice -much  impreflion  upon  him..   He  was 
not  going  to  attack  the  volunteers  on  the  ground  of  their 
inagnanimityt  or  their  courage,   pr  their   zeal»  .or  ardour^ 
or  their    love  of  their  country ;   neither    was  ire    going 
to  infinuate  a  fofpicioh  of  the  valour  or  patriotifm  of  any 
clafs  of  EngliHimen :   he   knew    l^hey  would    ail    bravely 
fight   for  what  they  fo  dearly  loved    and   liad    long   en* 
joyedt  the  beft  conftitution   upon  earth.     He  knew  they 
were  equal  in  courage  and  in  every  other  virtue,  to  any 
people  upon   the  face  of  the  globe.     What  they  wanted 
was,  a  wife  fyftem  of  policy,  by  which  their  ftrength  (hould 
be  dircfted.     Whatever  depended  upon  courage  was  never 
difficult  to  Engliihmen  ;  but  it  niuit  not  be  forgotten  that 
courage  would  not  do  wiilioutdifcipline,leaft  of  all  i^ainft 
fuch  an  army  as  we  have  to  contend  with.     Did  Rooian 
valour  triumph  over  Britilh  valour  ?  No  1  But  difcipline  did« 
dnd  ib  did  German  difcipline  in  two  inftances>   much  too 
memorable  in  our  hiftory  to  need  recital,  now.     And  was 
Jhe  fcience  of  war  lefs.complex,  and  owed  lefs  to  difcipline 
now,  than  at  thofe  early  periods }  He  apprehended  quite 
otherwife  :  he  believed  that  fcience  was  now  quite  as  diffi- 
cult, and  depended  as  much  on  difcipline  now  as  at  any  pe* 
riod  fince  the  commencement  of  the  world.     At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  volunteer  fyftem,  he  thought  it  good  for 
the   moment,   becaufe  we  wanted  a  fufficient  army.     As 
the  matter  came  on  upon  tlie   fudden,  perhaps  abetter 
fyftem  could  not  have   been  adopted  for  the  purpofe   of 
ifteetiliga  fudden  irruption  or  tnvaiion.  But  when  the  enemy 
did  not  choofe  to  come  at  once,  but  might  wait  to  a  perioc! 
which  nobody  could  calculate,  in  order  to  come  upon  us  at 
laft  when  we  migl>t  lekft  exped  it,  and  polfibly  be  the  k^ft 
prepared;  he  thought  it  became  the  duty  of  his  Maje(^y*s 
Minifters,  it  was  worthy  of  the  wifdom  of  his  Majefty's  coun^ 
cilsrto  provide  fuch  an  army  as  may  be  fit  for  a   permanent 
fervice»  fuch  as  they  ought  to  do,  becaufe  they  could  do  it, 
8S  France  had  done,  for  (he  had  at  this  hour  the  very  largeib 
army  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and  therefore,  as  the  war 
was  likely  to-be  protra&ed,  and  the  foice  of  our  enemy  fo 
great,  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  his  Majefty'5  Minifters  to 
•  ""  '  have 
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Im^  looked  to  other  fyftetns  than  the  voiuoteer  fyftem  for 
penrmneiYt  operation. *^Here  tl>e  gallant  o&cer  entered  into 
a  detail  of  the  orders  which,  as  General  o^'a  Diftrid>  he  if-. 
fued  at  Briilol)  and  its  neighT>ourhood»  ifpr  calling  out  the 
volunteer  farce,  and  of  the  very  infubordinate  manaef  itt 
which  hiscoq^mands  had  been  received  and  afterwards  en«  . 
tireiy  difobcyed,  uotwithftanding  his  exhurtatii^ns  to  them 
tu  do  their  duly  like  fokiiers  ;  of  whole  troops  ot  horfe  in«- 
fifting  on  doing  as  they  pleafed,  without  regard  to  the  com* 
aiand  of  the  General  of  the  Diiliid  ;  of  fome  companies 
having  declared  a  determination  to  fight  it  oot  on  the  parade 
rather  than  give  up  the  point  for  which  they  contended  ;  of 
bis  having  written  to  his  Majefty's  Miniilers  upon  this  fub* 
jeA,  reprefenting  to  them  the  danger  of  this  difobedience^ 
to  ^bich  he  received  an  anfwer  containing  do  more  energy 
than  to  exprefs  a  defii^  that  tlie  aiFai|^  might  be  amicably 
arranged  :  Arom  all  which,  as  well  as  from  the  fyftem*  by 
which  this  military,  difobedience  was  poffible,  he  forefavr 
nothing  but  ruin,  unlefs  it  was  fpeedily  ahered.  Having 
expatiated  upon  this  topic  at  ibme  length,  he  then 
came  to  another,  which  was  equally  unfavourable*  to  (ha  , 
volunteer  fyftem,  as  one  on  which  we  weiie  to  look  to  per* 
maaent  fervice,  and  winch  made  him  unfriendly  to  its  con*- 
tinuance,  although  no  one  was  more  friendly  to  its  infti-** 
tution  as  a  fudden  meafure  upon  an  emergency,  and  that- 
was  the  interruption  it  gave  to  the  regular  fervice,  both  in 
the  rq;;imeiits  of  the  line  and  the  armv  of  referve,  as  well  as 
the  militia,  for  neither  of  which  could  men  be  procored,  all  * 
the  young  men  being  a&ually  locked  up,  as  it  weice,  in  the  - 
volunteer  corps.  He  related  accounts  he  had  fraiD  foniie 
I^rd  Lieutenants  of  counties,  particulurly  that  of  WilDs^ 
trfcoin  he  fpoke  of  very  handfomely,  as  ie  did  indeed  of 
others ;  by  thefe  accounts  it  appeared  that  men  wesre  ac« 
tually  not  to  be  had,  the  whole  tiiftrids  having  been  bal- 
loted over  and  over  again,  and  tl\ere  were  no  men  fit  to 
ferve  in  the  army  of  referve  or  militia  exifting,  except  thofe 
who  were  already  in  the  volunteer  corps.  All  this  made 
him  think  that  the  exemptions  allowed  to  the  volunteers' 
were  much  too  extcniivc,  and  tlvat  they  had  been  the  ruin 
of  the  fervice  in  a  regular  way.  He  was  confident  that 
Ibis  fyftcni  of  the  volunteer  corps  could  not  be  perma- 
nent. He  was  forry  to  fay  that  fome  meafure  of  a  com* 
pulfory  nature  mult  be  adopted  to  complete  the  awny  of 
veferw,  as  well  as  to  iricreafe  the  regular  army,  fo  as 
tu  augment   very    confiderably:  the-  difpolable    fore*  of  ^ 
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his  Majefty  5.  for  otherwife  we  could  nexer '  take  any 
advantage  of  any  ciicucnftances  'that*  might  occur  in  the 
afFaawoM)>e  enemy  :  fuppofe  any  thrng  happened  on  ac« 
count  of  Mofeau,  or  any  other  great  and  popular  man  in 
France,  what  advantage  could  we  turn  k  to,  if  weh^dnot 
alargedifpofablc  force,  fuch  at  leaftas  25,000  men,  to  be 
employed  upon  a  fudden  emergency  ?  Nothing  of  this  fort 
could  be  expefted  while  the  whole  population  was  taken  up 
with  the  volunteer  corps,  nor  was  any  thing  creditable  to 
our  arms  to  be  expefted  while  that  mutinous  difpofition 
which  he  had  ftated  prevailed  in  any  part  of  our  voiunteers> 
or  indeed  any  force:  but  although  he  thought- it  would,  or 
might  be  of  incalculable  advantage  to  us  in  the  courfe  of 
Uie  p'refcnt  conteft,  for  us  to  have  fuch  a  difpofable  force  as 
might  he  employed  on  certain  favourable  oppoit unities, 
'fuch  as  he  had  hinted  at,  yet  he  was  .one  ot  thofe  who 
would  never  wifh  to  fee  a  man  fent  out  until  both  parts  of 
the  empire  were  entirely  fafe ;  what  he  meant  to  fay  was 
tliis,  that  if  fuch  an  opportunity  occurred  now,  we  could 
not  avail  ourfelves  of  it  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  army,  the 
whol^  of  the  young  men  of  the  country .  being  locked  up 
in  the  volunteer  fyitem.  He  faid  he  was  not  bigotted  to 
any  fyftem ;  all  be  wifhed  was,  that  we  might  enter  on  the 
conteft  and  face  the  deftruftion  that  threatened  us,  that  we 
might  get  over  it,  and  live  like  Englilhmen,  or  ^f  it  muft  be 
fO|  that  we  might  die  like  Englifhmen.  To  place  us  in  that 
fituation  it  was  neceflary  to  adopt  fome  new  meafures  for 
the  army,  for  that  was  the  only  way  to'  put  the  country  in 
the  beft  ftate  of  fecurity,  and  he  was  ready  to  confefs,  that 
he  did  not  think  it  fecure  at  prefent.  The  good  that  might 
refuitfrom  adopting  fome' meafure  for  the  purpofe  of  en- 
larging^ the  difpofable  military  force  of  this  countiy  might 
be  of  this  defcription,  that  of  preventing  horrors  to  Which 
this  country,  thank  God,  had  long  been  a  ftranger.  If  the 
population  of  the  country  was  properly  employed,  all  this 
might  be  prevented,  but  not  otherwife.  Upon  thefe  grounds 
be  muft  confeds  he  did  not  think  favourably  of  the  volun- 
teer fyftem  ;  "  but  be  that  fyflem  what  it  may,  whatever 
the  danger,  may  be,"  faid  he,  **  wherever  it.  may  arifc, 
there  I  hope  I  fhall  be  found  doing  my  duty." 

Mr.  Cartivright  faid,  that  he  did  not  rife  to  detain  the 
Houfe,  by  entering  at  large  into  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
or  arguing  how  far  volunteers  or  regulars  were  the  moft 
advantageous  force.  He  was  fatisfied,  we  could  not  have 
raifed  fo  numerous  or  effective  an  eflablilhmenty  for  the  in- 
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tcrnal  defence  of  tbe  kingdom,  within  fo  fliort  a  time,  by 
any  other  means ;  and  as  the  volunteers  were  now  railed,  he 
ihould  be  forry  to  fee  them^ifbartded,  till  the  attempt  to 
invade  us. had  either  been  defeated  or  abandoned.  He 
agreed  with  the  hoii.  General  (General  Tarleton)  who  had'* 
juft  fat  down,  in  condemning  the  fyftem  of  exemptions;  he 
thought  they  did  materially  impede  the  reciuiting  fcrvice, 
and  could  not  help  being  of  opinion,  had  they  not  been 
conceded,  that  a  great  force  of  volunteers  might  flill  have 
been  raifed  amongft  that  defcription  of  perfons,  to  whom 
the  exemptions  were  no  objedl ;  he  meant  in  the  metropolis, 
in  populous  and  provincial  towns,  or  amongft  the  yeomen 
cavalry.  The  hon.  Gentleman  faid,  he  was  aware,  the 
exemptions  did  not  obllrufl  the  ballot,  but  they  materially 
increafed  the  difficulty  of  procuring  men  to  fcrve ;  before 
the  exemptions  were  conceded,  labouring  men  were  induced 
to  enlift  into  the  army  from  the  apprehcnfi'on  of  being  bal- 
loted; reafoning  with  themfelves,  that  it  was  better  to  ferve 
and  take  a  bounty,  than  to  wait  till  they  vi^eic  drawn,  when 
they  would  be  obliged  without  alternative  to  go-  But  Mr. 
Cartwr]ghtfaid,herofemoreparticularly  to  advert  to  a  pait  of 
the  bill  which  he  had  before  noticed,  without' attracting  miich 
obfervation,  inthe  Committee,  and  which  hcconfidered liable 
to  the  ftrongcft  objedion.  He  alluded  to  a  provifo,  which 
deprives  any  perfon  enrolled  in  any  corps  which  hdis  agiecd 
to  fcrve  for  any  particular  period,  of  the  liberty  to  refiga 
until  that  period  has  elapfed.  Mr.  Cartwright  faid,  this  pro- 
vifo, if  left  in  the  bill,  woujd  deprive  a  great  proportion  of 
the  volunteers'  throughout  the  kingdom  of  the  right  o£ 
reiignation ;  he  meant  ail  thofe,  who  had  agreed  to  fervc 
during  the  war ;  which  was  a  very  common  article  of  agree- 
ment, which  Mr.  Cartwriglit  had  prbpofed  to  the  corps  he 
commanded,  and  which  had  been  accepted  by  the  men, 
without  its  being  confidered  by  either  party  as  operating  to 
reftrift  them  from  retiring.  Mr.  Cartwright  faid,  he  had 
ferved  the  whole  of  laft  war  in  a  volunteer  corps,  under  an 
article  of  this  defcription ;  but  it  nevei^was  underilood  to 
have  the  meaning  now  intended  to  be  applied  to  it ;  it  was  a 
general  kind  of  article,  intended  only  to  fliow,  that  the  corps 
was  propofcd  to  be  continued  only  during  the  war.  Hut, 
(faid  Mr.  Cartwright),  let  us  only  confider,  if  this  provifo  is 
fufFered  to  remain  in  its  picfent  Ihape,  how  the  queftion  of 
the  right  of  rcfignation  will  fland.  Upon  the  volunteei*-" 
being  firft  railed,  they  were  told,  according  to  -the  received 
opinion  then  entertained  by  alt^  thut  lliey  had  the  power  to^ 
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reltgn  at  any  time ;  then  came  the  Aitorrtey  GeneraPs  opi^ 
nion,  and  they  were  inrormed  they  had  not  that  power;  then 
came  the  decree  ^f  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  they 
were  again  led  to  believe  the  power  was  reilored  to  them; 
and  now  fliould  this  claufe  be  perfevered  in,  they  will  have 
to  learn  once  more,  they  have  no  power  to  reiign  till  the  end 
of  the  war.  Mr.  Cartwright  faid,  under  thefe  embarraiiing 
and  ifritating  circumftances,  he  would  not  anfwer  for 
the  confequences  ;  and  he  ferioufly  thought  the  only  line  for 
a  ^commanding  officer  to  adopt,  in  order  to  prevent  confu- 
fion,  was  to  tdifregard  the  intentions  of  Government,  and 
notwithiianding  the  control  he  is  hereby  inveAed  with,  to 
allow  any  man  to  retire  when  he  choofes.  Such  would  be 
the  line  he  Ihould  think  it  his  duty  to  adopt;  and  from  the 
fincereft^conviftion,  it  was  the  only  prudent  one  to  follow. 
He  concluded  with  faying^  he  ihould  oppofethe  bill»  if 
this  provifo  was  not  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Erjkinc  faid,  be  was  delivered  from  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety,  by  the  declaration  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
oppoiiteto  him,  upon  the  extenficn  of  the-bill — (alluding 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke's  declaration   with  refpedi  to  the 
claufe  for  calling  out  tlie  volunteers  of  this  country,  in  c;rie 
'   of  infurreftionorinvafionin  Ireland) ; — he  hopedalfo,  that  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  would,  upon  refl^dion,  feel  the  pro- 
priety of  altering  the  claufe,  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
iwho  fpoke  laft  had  objefted,  which  might  be  done  by  the 
introduction  of  a  few  words,  for  the  claufe  was,  at  prefent, 
too  general :    he  meant   the  claufe  which  prevented    all 
volunteers  from  refigning  who  had  already  agreed  to  conti- 
,  nue  their  fervices  during  the  war.    This  claufe,  he  appre- 
hended,  the  Houfe  could  not  perfift  in,  confiftently  with  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  the  declara- 
tions of  Minifters  fubfequent  to  that  decifion,  ftating,  that  if 
that  had  not  been  declared  to  be  the  law,  tKey  intended  to 
propofe  that  it  (hould  become  the  law.     Now,  what  was  the 
ground  of  the  decifion  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  upon 
the  queilion,  whether  a  volunteer  had  power  to  refign  ?  It  was 
not  founded  on  the  conftrudion  but  the  nature  of  the  fervicc. 
If  a  man  came  out  under  arms  upon  the  occafionof  an  inva- 
fion,  what  was  the  duration  of  his  engagement  ?  The  duration 
.  of  that  engagement  was,  as  long  as  the  enemy  continues  in 
the  country,  whofe  entrance  into  it  created  that  fervice ;  but 
that  continuance  was  not  neceffarily,  and  at  all  events,  the 
fame  as  thfe  duration   of  the  war.     Since  the  judgment 
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of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  bad  been  giveni  fome  volunteer 
eorps  had  come  forward  and  offered  their  fervkes  during  the 
war ;  he  thought  the  clauie;  as  it  now  ftood^  was  too  genetai 
with  regard  to  fuch'corps,  and  wanted  fome  amendment.  He 
thought  that  this  bill  ought  not  to  tie  any  volunteers  down 
to  any  thing  that  they  had  hitherto  done»  but  that,  betore 
their  Cervices  ihould  be  declared,  permanent,  and  that  tlTey 
fhould  not  be  at  liberty  to  retire  from  the  iervice,  they  (hould 
be  all  aiked  by  their  commanding  officer,  **  will  you  now, 
knowing  as  you  do  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  retire  if  you 
think  fit,  wave  that  right,  and  agree  to  lerve  during  this 
war  i"  If  afterwards  they,  aflented  to  this  propofition,  it 
might  be  binding  on  them:  but  he  would  not  approve  of 
£i&ning  this  permanency  of  fervice  .upon  them  for  any 
thing  they  bad  already  done,  becaufe  that  would  be  impo* 
fiog  terms  upon  fome  volunteers  which  could  not  affeft 
ethers'.  If  any  one  gene;ral  fyftem  of  enactment  was  pro-  . 
pofed,  by  which  all  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  were  to  be  af* 
f^ed  alike,  the  volunteers  would  have  no  reafon  to  com* 
plain,  nor  would  they  complain  he  was  confident ;  but  they 
Ihoutd  not  be  f^leded  as  perfons  on  whom  any  terms  (hould 
be  fafteoed  different  from  any  other  clafs  of  his  Majelly's 
fiibjeAs. — ^The  boa.  Gentleman  took  notice  of  the  difierenoe 
which  fubfifted  between  him  and  his  learned  and  hon. 
Friend,  the  Attorney  General,  and  which  the  Court  had 
determined  in  his  favour.  They  had  only  differed  upon 
the  quefiion,  whether  a  volunteer  was  bound  by  law;  they 
had  no  difference  of  opmion  whether  a  volunteer  was  bound 
by  honour  to  continue  his  ferviccs  while  his  country  might 
want  them.  He  had  no  difhcuity  in  faying,  that  the  man 
ought  to  be  branded  with  eternal  infamy  who  witiidrew  his 
fervice  while  his  country  was  in  danger;  but  ilill  a  volunteer 
fhould  have  the  power  of  refigning,  unlefs  he  had  fpecifically 
waved  that  power  after  being  fei  ioufly  aike^ ; — this  was  tlie 
priociple  on  which  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  had  decided 
the  queftion.  Here  he  quoted  all  the  former  aAs  of  Parlia- 
ment on  which  that  decifion  was  founded,  to  juftify  the 
priaciple  of  that  decifion,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  fhowiug 
the  propriety  of  adhering  to  it  in  the  prefent  cafe.  Nor  had 
he  any  doubt  but  that  Uie  volunteers  would  do  thehigheft 
honour  to  the  confidence  which  their  country  repofed  in 
them,  if  ever  the  opportunity  fhould  offer.  For  thefe  rea- 
fons  he  thought  there  fhould  be  no  enadment  to  impofe 
upon  the  volunteers  any  terms  which  were  not  impofcd  on  all 
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claflcs  of  his  Majefty 's  fubjeAs.  He  adverted  alfq  to  tbai.part 
of  the  bill  which  provided  that  matters  fhould  not  interfere 
with  the  volunteer  fcrvice  of  their  apprentices  ind  fcrvams,  a^ 
a. part  of  the  bill  of  ferious  confidcracion* 

The  Chancelhrof'ihe  Exchefiuer  viz&  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  perfedl  faith  with  the  voJunteers  mud  not  only  be  kept  in- 
violate, btu  that  Parliament  ihould  not  by  any  a£k  incur  the 
fafpicion  of  a  breach  of  faith  in  fuch  a  cafe.  In  order  tore- 
move  all  doubt  upon  that  fubjedl,  he  recommended,  what  be 
was  afTured  his  right  hon^  Friend  would  adopt,  that  indead  of 
altering  the  claufe  fpoken  to  by  the  hop.  and  les^ned  Gentle- 
man«  it  fhould  be  left  out  of  the  bill  altogether.  He  approved^ 
howcver,iOf  the  claufe  in  the  bill  which  prevented  mafters  front 
inteifering  with  the  voluntary  fervices  of  their  apprentices  and 
fervantsl 

Afr.  rrA/Virftf^  animadverted  at  fbme  l^ingth  upon  the  dif-^ 
ferenr  claufesof  the  bill.  He  thought,  he  faid,  it  Would  have  been 
far  better  if  the  exemptions  had  been  wholly  taken  away,  as  they 
were  not  expeSed,  and  the  taking  them  away  would  have  been 
no  breach  of  faith.  According  to  the  original  fy  ftem,  the  volun- 
teers, at  lead  thofe  embodied  under  the  fubfequent  adls,  were  not 
entitled  to  thofe  exemptions,  and  the  force  of  the  country. would 
have  been  much  more  efFedtive  if  they  had  not  been  allowed.  Hti 
perceived  in  the  bill  a  claufe  allowing  commanding  officers  to 
graiit  leave  ofabfence  to  members  of  the  corps  ;  but  ihofe  to 
whom  leave  of  dbfence  was  granted,  were  obliged  to  miake  up 
the  number  of  days  of  attendance  (twenty-four)  in  the  courfe 
of  the  year^  or  otherwife  they  would  not  be  entitled  to  exemp- 
tions. Now  it  might  happen  that  a  very  good  and  zealous 
volunteer  might  by  licknefs  be  prevented  from  attending  for  fo 
long  a  time,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  him  to  make  up 
the  number  of  days  of  attendance  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  bc- 
caufe  the  corps  to  which  he  belonged  would  not  mufter  often 
enough,  and  he  might  then,  without  any  fault  of  his  own,  be 
deprived  of  his  exemption.  This,  he  thought,  was  a  fpeciC^ 
of  injuftice  which  it  was  impoffihlc  the  Houfe  would  fuffer  to 
remain.  There  vi'as  alfo  a  provifo  in  the  bill,  that  a  command- 
ing qflScrr  flionld  make  a  fpecial  return,  in  conformity  with 
the  fchcduje  annexed  to  the  adt ;  there  was  a  penalty  on  mak- 
ing a  falfe  return,  but  none  on  making  no  return  at  all  \  now 
it  might  happen  that  a  commanding  officer  might  by  making 
no  return  deprive  a  whole  corps  cf  their  exemptions  ;  this  alfo 
required  amendment.  The  next  point  to  which  he  meant  ta 
adycrt  was,  the  power  given  to  commanding  officers  to  difmifs 
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members  of  tHfcir  corps  ;  he  fpund,  however,  that  there  Was  a 
provifibn  that  nc|jhing  (liould  extend  to  abrocate  the  rules,  and 
'  regulations  of  anj^corpsapproved  of  by  his  Majcfty.  Upon  tl>is 

fubjcdl  he  begged  Heave  to  aflc,  whether  this  prorilb  extended 
only  to  thofe  corps'^^ho  had  fent  in  their  rules  and  reguisftioris 
to  the  Secretary  of  S^^te,  to  be  approved  of  by  his  Majefty  ?  Cer- 
tainly the enaflmenrB'iipon  this  fubjed  ought  to  b  more  explicit* 
Another  point  was  the  power  given  to  commanding  officer* 
10  difallow  a  day's  iB^emprion  or  a  day's  pay«  for  mifconduA 
in  any  member  of  tire^ corps :  to  this  he  objeded,  becaufe  it 
might  happen  that  irlrolunteer  might  very  meritorioufly  at- 
tend for  twenty-th^ix  days  in  the  year,  and  on  the  24th 
might  do  fomethipg  difpleafing  to  his  commanding  officer, 
who  might  ih  9  ftibment  of  irritation  difallow  aday'sex-* 
emption»  whleD  tiijght  deprive  the  perfon  of  his  exemption 
altogether.^  'ThisXwas  a  power  fo  wholly  unjuil,  that  if  the 
claiife  rating  to  thi^fubje£t  was  not  altered,  he  (houid  ob« 
jeflto^ebill  altogether.  Another  objection  he  had  to  the 
billjpas,  the  power  given  to  cottimanding  officers  to  order 
pemns  under  arreft  for  mifcondu£i  whilli  underarms;  this 
be  thought. cpttid  produce  no  good,  but  on  the  contrary,  might 
give  tif^jih  mutiny,  whilft  it  would  be  ridiculous  in  itfetf, 
I  and  CQ|^iioi  lead  to  any  beneficial  confequence.  Another 
I  ptnM  ro  which  he  wifhed  to  advert  was,  the  right  of  refigna- 
lion,  dogged  as  it  was  with  a  condition  that  the  perfon  Uf 
refigning  fliould  previoufly  pay  all  fines  and  penalties,  and  all 
♦  fubfcriptions  which  he  was  or  might  be  required  by  the  rules 
I  and  regulations  of  the  corps  to  pa  v.  It  was  known  that  the 
rules  of  any  corps  were  liable  to  alteration:  but  was  it  to  be 
faid,  that  if  400  men  out  of  500  belonging  to  any  corps  chofe 
to  pay  a  fubfcrrption  of  ten  guineas  each,  the  remaining  100 
Were  not  to  be  allowed  to  relign  until  thev  had  paid  the  ten 
guineas,  which  they  had  never  previoufly  agreed  to  pay  ?  This 
mod  certainly  he  an  aft  of  injuftice.  There  was  another  con- 
£deration  of  great  importance,  which  related  to  the  contracts 
between  mafler  and  fervant,  Tlie  volunteer  ieivice  might  go 
to  alter  the  nature  of  this  contraft  altogether.  It  muft  be 
evident  that  thofe  fervants  who  were  in  volunteer  corps,  and 
I  who  might  go  to  drill  v^henever  they  pleafed,  might,  out  of 
I  pique  towards  their  mailer,  do  it  when  they  were  moft 
wanted.  The  farmcf,  thus  liable  to  injury  from  his  fervants, 
might  altogether  give  up  the  praflice  of  hiring  by  the  vear, 
becaufe  when  he  went  to  a  magiftrate  to  require  compenfa- 
tbn  for  the  lofs  of  his  fervants'  time  upon  I'uch  a  duty,  he 
muft  neceflartly  do  it  with  a  bad  ^race,  and,  from  the  bias  of 
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men's  minds,  was  liable  to  confulerablc  obloqay  upon  fuch  an 
occafion.  The  remedy,  therefore,  which  fuggefled  itfelfto 
the.  farmer  was,  to  hire  by.  the  week,  and  then  if  the  (ervant 
went  to  attend  a  volunteer  corps  at  a  time  when  he  wos.moll 
wanted,  he  might  at  the  end  of  the  week  be  difeharged*  Tiie^ 
Crovernroent  had  volunteers  enoogi),  without  taking  fervanta' 
and  apprentices  from  their  mafters.  .  Apprentices  who  received 
no  pay  for  their  labour,  had  frequently  entered  into  voluntecft 
corps,  attended  drills,  Jaugtied  at  their  mafters,  and  pocketed 
a  (hilling  to  fpend  as  they  plcafed;  To  this  he  entirety  ob*^ 
je&cd.  A  ftatement  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  num- 
ber of  volunteers,  upon  which  as  to  their  efficiency  he  did  not 
rely,  but  certainly  there  was  enough  without  uktng  iervant^ 
and  apprentices.  He  obferved,  that  there  was  a  provifion  in 
the  bill  for  paying  armourers  for  cleaning  the  arms  of  volun-^ 
tcer  corps  ;  he  could  not  conceive  why  otlier  payments  wei« 
not  direded  to  adjutants  and  others,  who  were  affixing  in  di(^ 
ciplining  thefe  corps.  They  had  been  told  three  weeks  fince». 
that  the  enemy  were  fliortly  expeSedv  and  yxt  the  2ill  had  not 
pafled  through  the  Houfe.  Many  volunteer  corps  were  ft'dl 
aot  even  provided  with  the  neceflfaries  for  a  mardi,  nor  had 
they  any  funds  to  buy  them  ;  and,  with  refped  to  this  fubje£t, 
he  wifhed  to  know  where  they  were  to  look  for  them,  or  liow 
to  apply  for  ^hcm  ?  With  rcfpcA  to  the  recovery  of  fines,  a 
deal  of  difcuffion  had  taken  place  on  a  former  night,  as  to  the 
^ueftion,  whether  tmprifonment  ihould  be,  in  fome  cafes,  fub- 
flituted  for  diftrefs  ;  but  he  was  conlidcrably  furprifed  to  find 
that  in  the  prefent  bill,  imprifonment  was  not  mentioned  at 
all ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  provided  that  feven  days  Notice  of 
an  intended  didrefs  for  fines  (liould  be  given  ;  this^  to  a  certain 
defcription  of  volunteers,  would  only  be  a  notice  to  run  away« 
It  appeared  to  him  the  volunteer  fyftem  was  not  amended  by 
the  prefent  brll  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  prefent  meafurc 
would  tend  to  difgud  the  volunteers,  and  create  great  doubts 
9nd  difficulties  ;  and  he  {hould  therefore  oppofe  it  altogether. 
He  had  great  doubts  of  the  efficacy  of  the  volunteer  fyflcm  ; 
but  as  we  had  it  to  anfvver  the  emergency  of  the  moment,  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  made  as  cffediivc  as  poffible. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  faid,  that  as  the  hoH.  Gentleman  had 
gone  pretty  much  into  detail,  he  thought  it  neceffary  in  rome 
ineafure  to  follow  him.  Why  the  hon.  Gcnilenwn  had  fup- 
poicd  that  the  bill  was  not  calculated  to  render  the  volunteers 
more  effedlive  than  they  arc  as  it  at  prefent  flood,  he  was  at  a 
lofs  to  conceive,  lie  (hou Id  proceed  to  advert  to  the  claufcs 
objeded  to  by.  the  hon.  Gentleman,  conceiving  that  there  was. 
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no  qucftiort  rtow  as  to  the  principle  of  the  volunteer  fyflcm, hvtt 
only  how  far  the  prefeat  btll  could  be  rendered  cfFcftive.   The 
*on.  Gcntkman  had  expreffed  a  wirti  that  the  exemptions  were 
whoHy  taken  away  from  the  volunteers  ;  but  upon  this  fub- 
jcd  he  nittft  ohfcrvc,  that  if  any  Gentleman  would  take  the 
ttoable  to  look  into  the  defence  a£l,  he  would  find  there  the. 
arrangement    made  for  the  enrolment  of  volunteers.     Thig 
being  the  cafe  the  only  queftion  was,  whether  the  provilions 
of  the  defence  ad  took  them  out  of  the  general  law  with  rc- 
(pcft  to  cxcmt>tion8,  and  the  Crown  lawyers  were  of  opinioa 
that  the  exemptions  extended  to  them  indifcriminatcly.     Be 
that  as  It  might,  however,  the  exemptions  had  been  given  to  the 
▼olantecrs  in  general,  and  could  not  her  taken  away  witliout  a 
fxunifeft  breach  of  faith.     It  had  been  faid,  that  the  exemptions 
ought  to  have  been  wholly  taken  away  from  the  volunteers* 
they  having  the  right  of  reiignation ;  but  he  could  not  but 
confider  fuch  a  meafurc  as  extremely  unjoft  in  its  principle, 
and  highly  inexpedient  rii  point  of  policy.     With  refpeft  to 
commanding,  officers  granting  leave  of  abfence,  and  members 
of  volunteer  corps  thereby  (landing  a  chance  of  lofiiig  thcit^  ex- 
emptions, the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr,  Whilbread)  would  find, 
that  there  was  a  fpecial  provifion   made  with  ref(Tedt  to  fick- 
nefs,  whereby  volunteers  thus  fituated  might  be  entitled  to 
their  cxempiions,  although  not  able  to  attend  ;  as  to  urgent 
biHinefs,  wlicn  leave  of  abfence  might  be  granted  for  four 
months,  it  was  not  unreafonable  to  aik  tliofe  to  whom  fudi 
leave  of  abfence  was  granted,  to  make  up  their  number  of  days 
of  attendance  in  the  courfe  of  the  remainder  of  the  year.     The 
next  point  adverted  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  was,  that  there 
was  no  penalty  attached  to  the  commanding  officer  in  confe- 
tjuencc  of  making  no  return.     In  anfvver  to  this,  however,  he 
thought  it  an  extreme  cafe  to  fuppofe,  that  a  commanding 
officer  (hoald  omit  to  do  that  whkh  was  of  fuch  great  importf 
ance  to  his  corps.     He  bad  only  met  with  one  cafe  of  that  de- 
fcription,  and  that  arofe  from  a  mifconception  of  the  law  upon 
the  fubjcd.  and  as  no  law  refpeftingf  volunteers  had" provided 
againft  fuxrh  a  circumft*nce,,tt  proved  that  it  was  no  grievance. 
Upon  another  point  it  had  been  alked,  whether  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  a  corps  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  of  any  effeft, 
unlds  approved  of  5y  his  Majefty  ?     He  conceived  they  wefe 
of  force  unlcfs  abrogated  by  his  M.ijefty,  the  only  objeA  being 
to  give  his  Majefty  a  power  of  abrogating  them,  if  neceffary. 
As  to  the  next  point,  that  a  commanding  officer  might  deprive 
a  volunteer  of  his  exemptions,  by  raulfting  him  one  day's  ex- 
emption on  the  24tb  day,  after  he  had  attended  the  preceding 
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23,  heconfidered  this  as  not  very  likely  to  bappeti^  as  the  com- 
mandant  was  not  obliged  to  make  a  return  upon  the  fpot^  but 
pel  haps  not  till  two  months  afterwards  \  there  was  therefore 
i'ufficient  time  for  him  to  rcconfider  any  a£t  done  in  the  heat 
of  the  moment  and  to  return  any  man  as  exempted  whom  he 
had  pi'eviouily  ftruck  out.     The  hon.  Gentleman  had  ob« 
jeded  to  give  a  power  to  commanding  officers  to  put  a  volun* 
teer  under  arreft  ;  it  appeared  to  him,  however,  that  fuch  a 
power  given  to  commanding  officers  whilft  the  corps  were 
under  arms,  was  necelTary  to  preferve  the  lequidte  order  and 
difcipline   in   ihefe  corps.     The  hon.  Gentleman  had  then 
adverted  to  the  power  of  refignation  and  the  fubfequent  con- 
dition.    He  admitted  upon   this  fubjedt  the  jufiiceof  what 
had  been  dated  by   the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Erfkine)  with  rcfped  tp  volunteers  who  had  oiFcred   their 
fervices  for  a  fpccific  time^  and  befides,  as  the  number  of 
days  of  exercife  h?d  been  altered  from  5  to  24>  the  volunteer 
mijbdht   fay,  that  there   was  a  different  fervice  eftablifbed  to 
what  he  had  agreed  to,  and  he  had  therefore  no  objeAion  to 
alter    the    provifo  relating  to  this  fubjefV.      With  xefpeft 
to    what    had    been    urged    relative    to  fervants  enrolling 
in  volunteer    corps,    the   hon.  Member  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
and    the    Houfe    would  obferve,  that  the  bill    was  found- 
ed  upon  the  defence  a6^,  and  that  under  that  a£t  no  exemp- 
.  tion  was  con fidercd  with   refpeiEl  to  fervants,  their  duty  to 
Che  public  being  conceived  to  be  of  much  greater  importance 
than  the  contrad  between  mafler  and  fervant.     He  under- 
flood  that  great  impediments  had  been  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  volunt'.er  fyftem  by  maflers  in  different  pans  of  the  coun- 
try, complaining  of  their  fervants  negleding  their  bufinefs 
to  attend  volunteer  corps;  but   though  in  the   firft  inflance 
corps  might   exercife   a    great   number  of  days,   yet  now 
they  only  exercifed  a  futficient  number  to  entitle  them  to 
exemptions,' therefore   the  objt^ftion    with  refpefl  to  fer- 
vants oercillng  would  be    in  a  great  meafure  done  away. 
But  it  had  bittn  faid  that  having  To  great  a  number  of  vo- 
lunteers (and  he    thanked  God  they    were    fo    numerous) 
why  take  icrvants  and  apprentices  I   He  was  not  however 
difpofed  to  give  up  any  part  of  the  number  t)f  volunteers  up- 
on fuch  a  ground,     tie  confefled  he  looked  forward  to  a  con- 
fiderable  defalcation  of  the  volunteer  fyflem,  but  he  always 
wilhcd  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  this  circumflance, 
that  they  had  flill  the  defence  ad  to  rely  upon.     In   fuppof- 
iiig  (lus  dcfalcaiion  therefore,  he  wculd  not  confent  to  lay  afidc 
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fervants  and  apprentices  from  ihe  volunteers,  particularly  as 
in  nyany  manufacturing  towns  the  apprentices  formed,  the 
great  mafs  of  the  population  ;  whilA  under  the  defence  aft 
they  were  liable  to  be  called  out  and  tobe  ultimately  enrol- 
led.   The  hon.  Gentleman  had'afked  why  not  enadl  pay- 
ments to  the  drummers,  &c.  of  volunteer  corps,  as  vreli  as 
the  armourers  ?  To  this  he  (hould  anfwer,  by  referring  to  the 
militia,  where  no  allowances  were  enafitd  by  any  pofitive 
laws,  but  an  eftimate  was  brought  forward  every  year,  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  thefe  payments  out  of  the  land  tax* 
So  with  refpedl  to  the,  volunteers,  he  faw  no  reafon  for  put- 
ting into  the  bill  any  enaftments  for  allowances  which  rouft 
be  continually  liable  to  alterations,  whilft  i(  could  be  done  fo 
much  more  fatisfadlorily  by  an  eftimate,  which  could  be  pre- 
fented  every  year,  and  which  would  be  open  to  every  body  . 
for  remark,  with  refpedt  to  any  increafe  of  expence  upon 
this  fubjeft.     Minifters  had  been  charged  with  a  pitiful  eco- 
nomy, but  he  knew  well  the  difference  between  that  and  a 
wife  diftribution  of  expence,  to  the  latter  of  which  they  en- 
deavoured to  adhere  ;  at  the  fame  time,  be  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  obfc^rve,  that  Parliament  might  probably  be  called  up- 
on for  fome  increafe  in  the  allowances  to  volunteers.    The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  that  feveral  volunteer  corps  were 
Aill  unprovided  with  neceflaries  for  a  march,  and  knew  not 
wheie  10  apply  for  the  neceflary  funds :  in  anfwer  to  which 
he  fhould  Obferve,  that  when  volunteers  were  called  out  into 
adoal   fervice,  they  were  entitled  to  two  guineas  each,  to 
profide  themfelves  with  neceflaries,  which  was  fufficient  for 
the  purpofe,  and  that  there  was  alfo  a  provifion  made  for 
fupplying  them  with  haverfacks,  canteens,  &c.  whilft,  upon 
an  emergency,  they  might  ufea  (locking  for  a  haverfack,  and 
a  bottle  for  a  canteen.     The  honourable  Gentleman  had  ex- 
preffed  his  furprife,  that  nothing  about  imprifonment  was 
mentioned  in  the  bill ;  but  if  he  had  been  in  the  Houfe  at  the 
time,  he  would  have  known  that  he  (Mr/  Yorke)  objcfled  to 
imprifonment,  and  that  it  was  at  length  agreed  by  the  I^oufe 
to  leave  the  claufe  pretty  much  as  it  was.     As  to  giving  feven 
days  notice  of  an  intended  diftrefs,  he  thought  it  was  but 
reafonable  and  juft  to  give  that  notice  to  the  perfon  who  was 
the  objed  of  the  penalties,  in  order  to  give  him  time  to  piy 
them,  inftead  of  ^eforting  immediately  to  diftrefs,  which 
muft  tend  greatly  to  injure  his  family.     With  refped  to 
what  had  been  faid  by  the  hon.  General  (General  J'aileton) 
is  to  not  being  able  to  find  an  orderly  dragoon  in*  Briftol  to 
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carr7  a  meflage,  he  had  to  obTerve,  that  the  hoti.  General  had 
no  right  to  give  the  order  alluded  to,  to  the  commander  of  the 
Briftol  cavalry  ;  but  there  were  at  Briftol  fomc  orderly  fer- 
jeants  of  militiay  and  why  the  honourable  General  did  not 
lend  one  of  thofe  his  did  not  exa£)iy  nndcrftand.  It  ihouM, 
however,  be  under(lood»  that  wheh  the  volunteers  wtvc  not 
on  a£lual  duty  they  were  not  under  the  command  of  any  Ge* 
©eral.  There -was  no  doubt  they  would  be  pcrfeftly  willing 
logo  on  any  (ervice  that  Was  required  of  them  in  cafe  of 
emergency,  but  the  hon.  General  had  no  power  to  fend  one 
c '  ihc  volunteer  cavalry  on  any  ferVice.  As  to  what  had  been 
^^tli  with  fffpedl  to  4hc  Fromc  Selwood  Legion,  the  cafe 
v.^«;  {\rr-i  tha'.  tru*  commanding  officer  wanted  to  gire  a  par- 
ii  \\\^r  COmj^any  the  prec<r(icnce  ;  to  this  the  others  objcdcd. 
C'nfivl'irr.b' .'  ilirputes.ak-olc,  and  an  ihe  cafe  being  reprcCcnt- 
c;i  «o  hitn,  he  [hlr.  Yorke;  advired  an  amicable  aocommo- 
ii^\ion  J.  but  thai  not  bti rig  evicted,  ihie  corps  was  dilFolvtrf, 
^•:^l  tht  coippantes  were  jjHerw  nds  le-euablifhiid  uno.n  ano- 
itier  t'ux>ii(^.  As  lo  what  had  been  laid  wiih  rc^^^'tU  tj  ihc 
l^kin^cersb^en  liable  to  be  called  out  in  cafe  of  t>>tr  uppeaf^ 
ance  of  an  enemy  c>ff  any  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  he  re- 
peated.what  he  had  before  ftated,  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
tbe  words  relating  to  that  provifion  had  been  introduced  ; 
•but  obfervedft  that  he  would  rather  rely  upon  the  zeal  and 
Mcfrgy'of  the  volunteers  liere,  in  cafe  ot  any  hofltie  hnpreflioa 
.being  made  upon  Ireland. 

ii/r.  T.  GrtnvUU  faid  that  he  had  hcaid  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  in  opening  the  buiinefs  now  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  fpeak  of  a  iccammitment  of  the  bill,  but 
he  bad  fince  heard  noaiftirance  of  that  kind  from  any  of  the 
Minifters.  He  wiflied  to  know  in  what  ftage  of  the  bill  the 
prefent  difcuflion  took  place? 

The  Spialer  faid,  that  the  quefKon  before  the  Houfe  was 
•*  that  the  report  of/the  Cortimittee  be  now  taken  into  fur- 
ther con  fiderat  ion."  Two  things,  therefore,  were  at  the  op- 
tion of  the  Houfe,  either  to  agree  to  the  report,  or  crder  the 
bill  to  be  recommitted;  or,  inlVead  of  now,  to  appoint  it  to 
be  taken- into  confidcrat.ion  on  fome  future  dniy. 

Mr,  KinHaird  thought  that  he  would  beft  perform  his  duty 
by  oppafing  the  receiving  of  the  report.  He  vrewed  the 
prefent  bill  as  an  inefficient  fubflitute  for  a  crude  and  undi- 
.  geAed  fyftem  of  defence.  In  all  the  deliberations  on  ihc 
prefent  bill,  thevolunteers^hetrufled,  had  been  con ftdered  as 
divided  iato  two  claifes;  tholis  who  entered  in  June,  9^<\ 
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thole  who  had  not  Oepped  forward  till  Auguf^.  To  rhofe  of 
die  Utter  defcrip tion  he  begged  himfelf  to  be  undcrdotMi  as  , 
applying  his  obfervaiions.  During  the  lad  feiiion^  PavUa^ 
meat  baduDdex  its  con fuk ration'  the  defen<:e  ad,  which,  nn^* 
der  all  its  difadvanuge^  be  bad  no  hcfitation  in  thinking  i»» 
finitely  fuperior  to  that  now  adopred  in  trs  ibc^d.  Under 
that  aA.  the  great  body  on  whom  the  defence  of  4he:eou(»trf 
mul.  rtfty  would  foon  have  been  in  a  condition,  at  a  Ymall 
capeooe,  to  aA  in  concert  with  the  reguUr army.  They 
were  to  bave  been  trained  by  officers  of  the  ii|ie,-and  were  to 
have  been  fiibje^  to  the  fame  numbef  of  drill  days  as  the 
feree  now  reforted  to.  He  hegged  it,  thereforej  to  he  .coa- 
fideied,  what  mud  have  been  the  difference  rn  (Irength  be* 
tweenfuch  a  force  and  one  trained  under  the  prefent  fyf« 
tern.  They  were,  under  the  defence  aft,  to  have  formed  a 
fyftemattc  and  reeular  body ;  by  the  pfcfent  aft,  they  were 
divided  into  disjointed  and  pnequally  difciplioed  corps, 

Sir  /#^  Toung  repeated  what  he  had  obfcrved  upon  former 
occafions,  with  refpeft  to  the  diflinftion  which  he  cooceiyedt 
ought  to  be  made  between  thofe  volunteers  who'  !t\,Ad  comer 
forward  previous  to  the  defence  aft,  and  thofe  .who  had  been 
fubfequenriy  cnroHed.  He  contended,  that  the  p reft nt  bill 
was  a  bill  of  difirul^  with  reJTpeft  to  the  volunteers,  a$  it  went 
to  inilift  penalties,  arxefl,  and  ioiprironmeni  iipon  xhqfp  who- 
had  patriotically  and  zealoufly  cofne  forward  in  the  defetu:e 
of  their  coimtry. 

I'hc  Secretary  at  Wr^r  deoicd  ih^t  thp  bill  was  ^  bill  of  ^if- 
truft  with  refpect  to  the  volunteer.s,  A$  to  the  ^rre.fl  and 
imprifonment  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  latter  was 
not  mentioned  in  the  bill,  and  the  fot;mer  was  only  introduce- 
cd  to  preferva  that  difcipUne  which  was  fo  neceflary  in  \sy- 
lunteer  corps,  and  was  at  t be  fame  tinoe  only  to  coo<tauc 
whilft  the  corps  were  tinder  arms.  As  (o  the  diAinftiqfi» 
taken  by  the  hon.  Baronet  between  two  clafli;^  of  voIt]i>teer4:», 
nobody  denied  that  there  was  adiflioction  between  the  voUm- 
iceis  who  had  offered  their  fer vices  at  diiFercnt  periods;  h\\t 
to  make  that  didtoftion  in  the  exemptions  would  be  highly 
invidious.  As  to  the  objeftion  urged  by  the  hon.  GentUm^rv 
(Mr.  Kinnaird)  refpcfting  the  drill  ferjeants  for  volunteer 
Corps,  the  faft  was,  that  theje\pence  wt^s  meiely  transfQrr<^d 
from  the  refpeftive  pari(hes  to  Government.  Wilh  ceffieift 
to  what  had  beeit  floted  by  the  bon.  General  (General  TatIc- 
ion)  as  to  no  orderly  draggqn  to  be  found  at  Brifto),  be^atife 
no  one  of  the  volunteer  cavalry  would  hiBCome  aa  ofdecly  dra* 
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goon  to  carry  »  tnefiage,  he  fhoiild  only  obrerve  that  the  bon. 
Genesal  bad  no  authority  to  require  it,  and  that  it  was  not 
exadly  the  ufe  to  be  made  of  volttnteer  cavalry.  As  to  what 
had  been  faid  by  the  bon.  General  relative  to  the  deficiency 
in  the  2d  battalion  of  Wilts  militia,  it  was  impofTible  there 
could  be  any  neceflary  deficiency,  as  out  of  7000  volunteers 
who  had  offered  their  fervicesy  only  6opo  bad  been  accepted^ 

Mr.  Aleixander  ftrenuouily  defended  the  volunteer  fyf- 
tem,  which  be  contended  was  fuch  as  ought  to  remove, 
every  poffible  apptehenfion  from  any  attack  of  the  enemy« 
We  poileiled  now  a  greater  force  than  this  country  ever 
before  polTefled,  and  were  in  faA  an  armed  nation.  Much 
had  been  faid  of  the  lev^-en-mafle ;  but  he  contended^ 
that  there  was  no  comparifon  between  the  reliance  that 
could  be  placed  upon  them  and  upon  the  volunteers,  be- 
caufe,  however  zealous  they  might  be,  they  would  want  the 
difcipline  and  regularity  which  the  volunteers  would  po£- 
fefs.  This  bad  been  exemplified  in  Ireland,  where  the  yeo- 
manry conftantly  defeated  the  people,  who,  it  might  be  faid, 
had  rifen  in  a  mafs.  It  was  true,  that  in  carrying  on  this 
conteft,  this  country  was  at  a  great  expence  ;  hut  it  was  an 
expence  within  the  country,  and  our  treafures  were  not  ex« 
pended  in  Germany  on  foreign  allies. 

Mr*  Fox  faidf  that  when  he  came  into  the  Honfe,  he 
meant  to  have  taken  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  this  fub* 
je£t,  but  he  was  induced  not  to  periift  in  his  intention  for 
two  reafons  :  firft,  hecaufe  there  was  a  determined  fyflem 
of  mifrcprefentatibn  upon  this  fubieft ;  every  Gentleman 
that  oppofed  any  part  of  this  meafure  was  reprefented  as 
being  hoftile  to  the  whole  volunteer  fyftem.  Though  there 
ifvas  not  the  flighteft  ground  for  fuch  an  infmuation,  y^t  be 
he  did  not  choofe  to  expofe  himfelf  to  fuch  a  mifreprefenta* 
tion,  and  therefore  he  would  not  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Huufe 
upon  thU  motion.  His  other  reafon  for  declining  it  was, 
that  Minifters  muft  be  fo  fenfible  of  the  imperfeft  ftate  of 
this  bill,  that  they  muft  fee  tlie  neceflSty  of  its  being  recom- 
mitted. Upon  thefe  grounds  he  would  not  take  up  niore  of 
the  time  of  the  Houfe  at  prefent.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  move  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  himfelf,  but  he  hoped 
that  fome  other  Gentleman  would  do  it,  and  he  requefted  to 
be  informed  by  the  Speaker  when  would  be  the  proper 
time  to  do  it. 

The  Speaker  iaid,  that  fuch  a  motion  might  be  made  when 
the  prefent  motion  was  difpofcd  ufi  or  at  any  time  befoKC 
Iho  bill  was  eogrofled. 
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TTie  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  immediately  moved  that  the  amend- 
ments be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr,  C,  IF.  Wynne  then  rofe,  and  expreflcd  bis  intention  of 
moving  to  recommit  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exckeiiuer  fpoke  to  order,  and  fald, 
that  fach  a  motion  could  not  be  made  until  the  prefent  mo-' 
tion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  amendments  was  got  rid 
of. 

The  Speaker  faid,  be  underftood  that  the  right  hon.  Secre- 
tary had  waved  bis  motion. 

Mr.  Yorie  faid  he  certainly  bad  not  waved  it :  as  foon  as 
the  other  motion  was  difpoied  of,  he  had,  according  to  the 
ufoal  form,  made  his  prefent  motion. 

Mr.  Grenville  faid,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad,  cer- 
tainly made  the  motioo,  but  it  was  done  in  fo  rapid  a  man- 
ner, and  after  the  other  motions  had  been  agreed  to,  with  ai  . 
view  of  amotion  being  made  for  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill^  that  he  did  not  think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
couM  with  candour  periift  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  Yorke  faid,  he  could  not  iit  fliil  while  an  imputation 
was  thrown  upon  his  conduA,  in  his  public  or  private  capa* 
city.  He  had  made  the  regular  motion  which  it  was  nk 
duty  to  make,  and  he  certainly  ihould  periift  in  it. 

Mr.  Windham  faid,  be  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  perfift  in  his  motion,  becaufe  it  was  certainly 
made  when  the  Houfe  were  waiting  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair  upon  the  mode  of  proceeding. 

The  Secretary  at  War  denied  that  the  Houfe  were  waiting 
for  information  from  the  Chair,  becaufe  the  iSpeaker  had 
gii'en  to  the  Houfe  the  information  which  wa^  required^ 
before  the  motion  was  made. 

Tht  Speaker  ihox\\j  explained  the  proceeding  which  had 
taken  place,  and  faid,  that  the  queftion  now  be1x>re  the 
Houfe  was,  that  the  amendments  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  C.  W.W^nne  oppoicd  the  motion,  and  was  in  favour 
of  the  biirs  being  recommitted. 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  that  it  could  now  make  no  material  diiFe?- 
rence,  Whether  the  obfervations  which  be  had  intended  X0 
offer  were  made  in  the  prefent  ftagc  of  the  bill,  or  in  a  re- 
corainitment.  Every  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe  muft  be 
aware,  that  it  was  not  the  objeft  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
fpoke  laft  to  throw  out  the  bill,  but  to  have  It  recommitted, 
in  order  that  a  meafure  which  was  worth  nothing  as  it  ftood, 
might,  if  poffible/ be  rendered  worth  fomething.  He  was 
for  recommitting  the  biH,  for  the  fame  reafon  that  at  prefent 
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be  would  be  for  throwing  it  out  altogether.     He  was  for 
recommitting  it,  beciufe  he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  pafled 
In  its  prefent  (hape,  the  Government  of  this  country  would 
be  held  out  to  the  public  eftimalion  in  the  moft  contemptible 
light  in  which  any  Government  had  hitherto  flood.     He 
profcfled  Jiimfcif  bv  no  means  inimical  to  the  voluntary 
force  of  th^  country.     He  agreed  that  that  fyftem,  whether 
good  orbad,was  the  only  defenceon  which  this  country  had 
now  to  relv.     The  defeftive  features  in   this   fyftem  bad 
been  experienced,  and  the  attention  of  Minifters  had  been 
.endeavoured  to  be  directed  towards  them  early  in  the  pre- 
fent feffion  of  Parliament,  and  previous  to  tlie  reccfs,  but 
without  fuccefs.     No  revifion  of  the  fyftem  was  then  deem- 
ed neceffary.    Parliament  met  on  the  22d  November,  and 
now  on  the  19th  of  March  not  one  meafure  had  been  adopt- 
ed for  ftrengthening   the  defence  of  the  country.     The 
whole  of  this  momentous  concern  was  entrufted  to  the  bill 
now  lying  on  the  table.     Parliament  had  now  been  fitting 
for  four  months;  no  ftep  had,  during  this  period,   been 
taken  for  recruiting  the  army,  or  army  of  referve  ;  all  reft- 
cd  on  the  voluntary  defence,  and  the  prefent  hill  contained 
every  meafure  of  vigour,  of  precaution  or  encouragement, 
which  that  fyftem  had  been  deemed  capable  of  receiving. 
Could  it  then  be  denied   that  the  meafure  which  had  alone 
beenrefort^d  to  was  calculated  to  expofe  to  the  puhlic  the 
incapacity  and  imbecility  of  Government,  and  to  expofe  the 
proceedings  of  Parliament  to  derifion  and  contempt  ?  Let 
thofe  moft  fond  of  the  prefent  bill  fay,  in  what  lefpeft  it 
had  added  to  the  fafety  or  defence  of  the  country.     Some 
cigufes  undoubtedly  had  been  introduced  by  other  Mem- 
bers, not  concerned  in  the  introduftipn  of  the  meafure,  iq 
conceal  its  nothingnefs;  but  after  all,  what  did  it  contain  ? 
He  declared  that  he  had  as  high  »»  refpeft  for  the  volunteer 
force  of  the  country  as  any  man  could  have.     Every  man 
was  bound  to  efteem  it,  as  on  it  muft  our  defence  in  a  great 
ineafure  depend.     But  what  peculiar  cxi-cilencies  were  to 
be  found  in  this  hill,  which  rould  call  forih  andincrejfe  the 
zeal,  or  animate  the  exertions  of  the  volunteers  ?    J'heve 
were  none  fuch.     It  was  entirely  compofcd  offubaltern  re- 
gulations, of  regulations  rather  calculated  to  difguft,  than  to 
animate  and  encourage.     They  were  taken,  bound  to  per- 
form duties,  and  to  fubmit  to  deprivations  which  were  not 
in  their  contemplation  at  the  time  they  offered  their  fer- 
viccs.     In  cafe  of  an  infurrcflion  in  Ireland,  or  a  threatened 
inrvafion  of  that  country,  every  man  in  Kn^land,  he  his  avo- 
cations wh^t   they  miglit,  was,   by  the    prclcnt  bill,   to  he 
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called  out  into  aftual  fervice,  and  made  fubjed  to  militst^ 
law.     Could  any  man  think  that  the  volunteers  of  Great 
Britain  ever  meant  to  undertake  fuch  an  obligation  ?  Minif- 
ters  might  indeed  havedefired  fhemto.lookat  Uusbill^  and^ 
then  have  informed  them  that  they  muft  ftand  to  their  bondi 
But  could  fuch  a  ilipulation  have  beent  in  the  contempJaJ^ 
tion  of  the  volunteers,  when  they  enrolled  themfelves  ?  Let 
any  man  look  at  the  acts  under  which  the  fervjces  of  the  vo- 
lunteers were  accepteid,  and  he  will  fee  that  they  were  to  be 
marched  only  in  tile  event  of 'a  rumout'of  invafion  or  ac- 
tual landing  on  the  coafls  ;  and  let  him  judges  whether  bf 
the  words  Great  Britain,  uniformly  accompanying  thofe  fti-* 
pulalions  throughout,  the  coafls  of  Great  Britain  alone  were 
not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  volunteers^  at  the  time  of 
enteritig  into  fuch  an  engagement?  The  right  hon.  Gentle-^ 
man  mighty  no  doubt,  avail  himfelf  of  the  technical  expreP 
fions  in  the  prefcnt  aft  to  give  fupport  to  fuch  a  plea.    The 
volunteers  might  have  other  battles  to  iight  with  iMiniilers. 
They  had  already  conquered  them,  but  it  was  only  by  flow 
degrees.     When  they  beat  them  out  of  one  trench,  Mihif-* 
tcrs  betook  themfelves  to  another.     When  the  volunteers 
gained  the  power  of  reiigning,  that  power  was  endeavoured 
to  be  limited  to  one  half  of  their  number.   It  was  faid,  h6w«- 
ever,  that  thefe  two  objeAionable  elaufcs  fhould  be  done 
away.     They  had  flood  in  the  bill  from  ti)e  beginning,  and 
might  have  been  fooner  perceived.     He,  for  one,  confefled 
that  the  interpretation  which  one  of  thole  claufes  was  ca-« 
pablc  of  receiving  had  never  occurred  to  him.     He  thought 
thofe  Gentlemen  who  introduced  the  bill  might  have  pointed 
out  the  interpretation,  which  they  rauft  have  been  aware 
the  claufe  was  capable  of  receiving,  in  an  earlier  ftage  of 
the  bill,  and  not  have  referved  it  till  the  bringing  up  of  the 
report.     Had  it  not  been  for  the  jealous  caution  of  a  learn* 
ed  Gentleman  who  fpeke  in  an   early  part  of  the  debate^, 
the  claufe  now  alluded  to  might  have  been  allowed  to  pafs 
in  its  equivocal  form,   which  would  have  been  a  grofs  vio- 
lation of  the  faith  pledged  to  the  volunteers.     1  he  other 
claufe,  it  muft  be  admitted,  had  not  been  objefled  to  now 
for  the  fiift  time.     I'he  unjuft  tendency  of  it   had    been 
pointed  out  in  the  Committeci  by  an  honourable  Memb.er 
under  the  gallery.     It  was  then,  however,  defended  by  Mi- 
niftcrs;  and  now,  for  the  firft  lime,  they  are  pieafed  to  give 
up  this  poll  alfo  to  the  volunteers.     All  mankind  had  agreed 
in  the  right  of  volunteers  to  refign,  except  the  Chancellor  of 
Ihc  Exchequer,  who  had  not  been  able  to  form  any  opinion 
on  the  lubje^'i  at  leaft,  if  he  had,  be  teemed  rcfolved  to 
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keep  it  to  himfelf. '  Findiag  Uiey  could  not  do  better,  Mi^ 
Aiftcrs  had  at  length  brought  in  the  prefent  bilL  They  ba4 
at  fitft  denied  the  right  of  rcfigning :  tlie  Court  of  King's 
Bench  fandioned  that  right  The  claufe  npw  -aliuded  to 
took  it  away ;  and  the  honourable  Gentleman  hoped  that 
Ihe  deciiion  of  that  day  would  again  reftore  it.  He  oelieved 
by  the  claufet  as  it  flood  at  prefent,  a  great  majority  wouict 
he  deprived  oif  thiis  right.  But  it  was  faid,  they  might  refign 
on  giving  14  days  notice.  It  was,  however,  undoubtedly 
the  opinion  of  the  volunteers,  that  they  might  do  fo  at  plea* 
fiire,  without  any  notice  whatever.  Let  it  he  recolleded^ 
that  they  were  told  on  the  firft  of  February,  that  the  threat-^ 
ened  invafion  might  take  place  in  the  fhorteft  poflible  pe* 
riod»  and  now  on  tlie  19th  March,  we  are  again  to  be  jn- 
formed,  that  14  days  notice  muft  be  given  by  any  voluo* 
teer  delirous  of  refigning.  Thus,  had  it  not  been  for  the  at* 
teqtion  of  the  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Erikine),  and  the 
iion.  Meniber  under  the  gallery,  iimilar  difputes  might  have 
been  revived.  A  new  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General, 
and  a  new  bill  to  explain  the  opinion  of  Miniilei*s,  might 
bave  been  neceflary.   But  were  thefe  the  only  objeAionable 

"  claufes  iii  the  bill  ?  There  are  cafes  in  which  a  perfon  may 
forfeit  his  exemptions  by  non-attendnnce,  probably  for  12 
days,  even  when  labouring  under  itidifpoiiiion.  It  is  true  he 
m^y  regain  his  privilege  by  attending  other  1 2  days,  but 
how  is  this  to  be  accomplifhcd  ?  Is  his  corps  to  be  called 
out  on  purpofc  to  enable  him  thus  to  qualify  hmifelf  ?  The 
thing  was  ridiculous  ;  Minifters  were  deceiving  the  volun^* 
tecrs,  and  holding  out  to  them  immunities  which  they 
could  never  reaJife.  Another  circumftancc  which  had  been 
noticed  by  an  hon.  Friend  of  his  (Mr.  Whiibread)  he 
thought  was  particularly  deierving  of  notice.  Would  any 
roan  lerioufly  fay  that  forty. four  days  fcrvicc,  in  labouring 
of  the  ground,  could  be  taken  away  from  a  farmer  without 
injury  to  him  ?  It  was  well  known  thac  contentions  did 
fubfift  between  mailers  and  fervants  ;  and  that  the  latter 
were  often  ready  to  take  every  advantage.  No  man  could 
view  the  fandlion  given  by  that  claufe  to  a  pradlice  of  this 
fort  fh  any  other  light  than  as  a  kind  of  robbery.  The  timte 
of  an  apprentice  was  his  maker's,  not  his  own  ;  by  a  folemn 
contra£t  it  Irad  become  lb  as  much  as  any  other  properly 
whatever.  Yet  by  the  prefent  bill,  apprentices  are  fedueced 
from  their  mailer's  fervice,  ai)d  an  inducement  is  held  out  to 
them  to  negled  his  bufincfs.  It  is  faid  a  compenfatioo  will 
be  ^i4cn  ;  but  to  whom  ?     Not   to  the   mailer,  but  to  th^ 

apprentice,     fn  the  cafe  of  any  improvement  being  to  be 
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carried  on,  whkh  occaflons  the  a)}propriatioo  of  any  private 
property » to  whom  is  the  com  pen  fat  ion  made?  Wby»  furety.* 
to  the  proprietor.      This   rcafonable  plan  of  proceedings 
however,  is  departed  from  in  the  prefent  iji(Unce.     The  cofO'* 
pcnfatioD  is  taken  away  from  the  party  who  has  a  right  to 
it,  and  is  beftowed  on  another,  as  a  recompence  and  induce** 
ment  to  him  to  defert  his  maftet's  employment*     The  boo* 
Gcmieman  again  alluded  to  the  little  progrefs  that  had  been 
made  in  the  defenflve  fyilero  during  the  prefent  feffion,  and 
declared  his  convidion,  that  he  would  not  be  wrong  in  af* 
ferting,  thai  three- fourths  of  the  volunteers  who  had  been 
embodied  at  an  early  period,  had  never  yet  drawn  a  trigger* 
If  no  plan  to  expedite  the  arming  and  training  of  the  volnn* 
tcers  could  be  devifed,  he  was  afiiamed  to  think  what  opt« 
Dion  their  conftituents  mud  entertain  of  the  deliberations  o( 
that  Houfe,  marked  as  the  prefeHC  bill  was  with  fuch  promi- 
nent fymptoms  of  imbecility  and  weaknefs.    The  public  had 
a  light  10  expeA,  if  Gentlemen  reAed  their  whole  defence 
on  a  volunteer  force,   that  they  fhould  have  adopted  foma 
fieps  to  render  it  as  efficient  as  poffible.     They  were  enti- 
tled, at  fo  awful  a  crifis,  when  armaments  of  an  unparaU 
icled  and  gigantic  nature,  and  not  only  great  but  immedi- 
ate, were  to  be  oppofed,  to  expe3  fomething  like  a   pro- 
portionate defence.       Like  the  poet,  who  lamented  that 
in  proportion  to  the  fmallnefs  of  our  fupport,  the  evils  which 
we  had  to  encounter  were  great,    he  trembled  at  the  dan- 
ger to  which  we  were  expofed.     He  trembled  the  lefsj  how- 
ever, becaufe  he  knew  the  fpirit  of  the  volunteers.    They 
had  battled  and  ikirmifiied  with  MiniAers,  poft'  after  poft. 
7  bey  had  driven  them  from  trench  to  trench,  and  were  now 
come  to  engage  them  in  their  lafl  war-dike.     He  was  happy 
to  think  that  the  fpirit  of  the  country  and  of  the  volunteers 
would  rife  fuperior,  not  to  the  attempts  of  our  enemies  alone, 
but,  what  he  thought  a  more  arduous  talk,  fuperior  to  the 
imbecility  jof  Miniiiers. 

The  Aftomey  Gentral  could  not  at  all  fee  that  any  argu« 
ment  had  b^en  adduced  to  (bew  that  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill  would  be  attended  with  the  fmalleft  advantage.  It  was 
contended  by  the  hon.  Grenileman  who  fuggefted  the  neceflity 
of  the  recommitment,  that  a  great  deal  too  much  time  had 
been  already  fpent  en  the  bill  ;  yet  with  this  admiffion,  the 
great  objeft  he  now  appeared  to  have  in  view  was,  that  the 
^bill  Ihould  dill  longer  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and 
*all  this  for  the  profefled  purpofe  of  preventip g  the  charader , 
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of  Parliament  from  being  degraded.  A  great  deal  haid  been 
fatd  about  the  prefent  defcAive  (late  of  our  military  eftabiifli* 
inent,  but  for  his  own'  part  he  could  not  fee  how  the  recom** 
ttiitmenc  had  any  thing  at  all  to  do  with  this  bufinefs.  Could 
any  thing  conneded  with  the  bill  be  done  to  increafe  our 
military  eftablifliment  ?  Could  going  again  into  the  Com- 
mittee fill  up  any  deficiencies  in  the  army  of  referve?  No 
man  could  ferioufly  urge  fuch  an  opinion.  The  bill  was  de* 
figned  to  explain  and  amend  what  at  prefent  appeared  de*" 
fedive  in  the  volunteer  fyftem  ;  but  let  it  be  fent  back  as 
often  as  Gentlemen  pleafed  to  a  Committee,  it  mud  flill 
■  come  out  of  the  Committee  in  its  original  form — of  a  biU  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  volunteer  eftabli(hment.  On  the 
one  fide  of  the  Houfe  it  was  urged  that  the  bill  contained 
every  provifion  which  was  bed  calculated  to  ciFed  its  objcSt4 
If  on  the  other  iide  it  was  argued  that  there  were  other  pro- 
vifions  wanting  to  complete  the  efficiency  of  the  bilJy  it  was 
then  for  thofc  who  held  this  opinion,  to  have,  on  former  oc- 
cafions,  exprefled  their  fentiments  in  the  Committee.  The 
bill  had  already  pafled  through  three  Committees,  and  it  was 
rather  fingular  that  none  of  thofe  Gentlemen  who  now  fo 
gracioufly  fmiled  complacence  on  each  other  in  the  profped 
of  having  the  bill  recommitted,  had  ever  thought  of  previ* 
oufly  introducing  their  amendments.  H^  begged  leave  to 
know  what  reafon  there  was  to  expe£l  in  another  Commir* 
tee  fuggcftions  which  had  not  been  brought  forward  formerly* 
and  unlcfs  fuch  an  expe^lation  was  held  out  to  the  Houfe,  he 
could  not  fee  why  the  report  would  not  afford  fufficient  room 
for  the  reception  of  fuch  an^cndmcnts  as  appeared  to  be  ne- 
ceflTary.  The  hnn.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  lail  had  come 
down  to  the  Houfe  with  the  intention  of  giving  his  decided 
oppofition  to  the  bill,. but  certain  ciicumftanceshad  fince  oc- 
curred to  alter  his  determination,  and  he  was  now  contented 
with  iufifling  on  its  recommitment.  What  thefe  circum* 
flances  were  he  could  not  pretend  to  determine,  for  he  could 
hardly  imagine  that  they  arofe  out  of  any  thing  which  had 
taken  place  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Was  it  the  claufe 
which  referred  to  the  right  of  volunteers  to  rcfign,  conneded 
with  corps  which  had  engaged  to  ferve  during  the  whole  war, 
or  the  claufe,  as  the  bill  now  flood,  which  dire£led  that  on 
the  appearance  of  an  enemy  ofFthecoad  of  Ireland,  ihevo-^ 
lunteers  (hould  be  placed  on  permanent  duty  ?  If  either  of 
thefe  claufes  had  been  to  be  continued  in  the  bHI,  or  even  if 
a  doubt  had  been  retained  as  to  the  expediency  of  cootinutog- 
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the  cUufeSy  there  might  have  been  fome  ground  for  going 
agaiD  into  the  Committee.  When^  however,  the  point  was 
given  up  in  both  cafes^  he  was  afloniflied  to  hear  the  hon. 
Gentleman  infixing  on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill.  His 
right  hon.  Friend  near  him  (Mr.  Yorke)  had  made  the  con* 
ceflion  on  this  TubjeA  in  the  mod  handfome  manner,  and 
though  he  himfelf  thought  that  it  would  be  infinitely  better 
to  allow  the  bill  to  pafs  as  it  now  flood,  To  far  as  thefiS 
daufes  were  concerned,  he  would  not  at  prefent  go  into  znj 
argument  on  the  fubjefl.  As  to  the  power  of  refignation,  he 
did  not  mean  now  to  detain  the  attention  of  the  Houfe^ 
This  was  a  fubjeft  to  which,  recollefiing  the  opinion  he  had 
given^  he  could  uot  advert  without  pain.  He  begged  leave* 
however,  to  fay,  that  the  obfervattons  of  his  honourable  and 
learned  Friend  this  evening,  fufiiciently  proved  that  this  opi* 
nion  of  his,  which  he  admitted  to  be  erroneous,  was  not 
taken  up  on  light  grounds.  His  honourable  and  learned 
Friend  allowed  with  him,  that  volunteers  were  under  a 
powerful  obligation  of  honour  and  morality,  and  if  he  in 
giving  his  opinion  as  to  the  right  of  refignation,  had  puflied 
the  matter  too  far,  his  condud  was  not  without  material  cir^ 
cumftances  of  explanation.  He  begged  the  Houfe  to  confi-^ 
der  the  opinion  given  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  was  oil 
a  fpeci fie  cafe.  The  Court  had  not>  taken  up  the  matter  . 
generally,  but  had  cautioufly  confined  their  deciPion  to  the 
precife  matter  referred  to  their  confideration.  If  the  quef* 
tion  of  refignation  had  been  brought  before  .them  on  the 
grounds  furnifhed  by  the  claufe  in  queftion,  he  was  not  con* . 
vinced  th%t  their  decifion  would  not  have  been  very  different 
in  its  completion.  He,  on  the  whole,  faw  nothing  which 
{hould  induce  the  Houfe  not  to  enter  on  the  confideration  of 
the  report  now,  and  thought  that  whatever  improvements 
%vere  intended  could  in  this  way  be  equally  well  received. 

D  .  Laurence  fuppnrtcd  the  motion  for  the  recommitment. 
His  principal  reafon  for  this  was,  that  a  number  of  the  claufes 
now  in  the  bill  were  introdiiced  on  a  d^y  (Saturday)  when 
there  was  a  very  thin  attendance  of  mcmbeis.  The  bi!l  was 
now  fccn  for  the  firft  time  as  a  whole,  fince  it  had  taft  paflcd 
the  Committee,  and  it  appeared  to  him  highly  proper  that  it 
fliould  be  now  recommitted^  to  give  an  opportunity  for  full 
and  fair  difcuffion  of  this  very  intcrefting  fubjeft.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  exprcflTed  his  decided  di fa p probation  on 
the  claufes  ss  they  now  iland  in  the  bill,  with  rcfpeft  to  the 
fight  ufdifmilTal,  and  the  compenfation  to  be  givjn  to  fer- 
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vMts  and  appreotices.  Minifters,  in  hit  opinion,  had  doM 
nothing  to  improve  the  volunteer  fyftem  laid  down  by  tb« 
}M€  M  iniftert^ 

Sir  J.  tVr^ttefliy  was  for  the  recommitnnent.  He  infi* 
iBaied  a  with  to  move  for  the  introdudlion  of  a  claufe  into 
the  bill,  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  number  of  days  aU 
lotted  to  drill  in  corps  in  the  country.  He  adverted  to  the 
number  of  volunteers  in  the  metropolis  and  its  vicinity; 
iheir  outnber;  he  underftood,  was  nearly  32,000,  but  out  of 
iba;  uumber,  if  he  was  rightly  informed,  nearly  the  half  had 
engaged  only  to  extend  their  fer vices  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
capital,  even  in  cafe  of  invadon.  It  was  his  object  that  a 
claufe  (hould  be  introduced,  taking  away  the  exemptions 
from  thofe  whofe  fervices  were  thus  limited. 

Mr.  Aid.  Combe  wiQied  to  explain  to  the  hon.  Baronet 
who  had  j.u(l  fat  down,  the  nature  of  the  fervice  of  that  part 
of  the  volunteer  force  in  and  about  the  metropolis,  which 
the  city  of  London  had  furniihed,  amounting  to  about 
ia,boo  men.  It  had  been  underdoodasthe  undoubted  pre- 
fogative  of  the  Crown,  that  in  cafe  of  afiual  invafion.  Or 
the  appearance  of  the  enemy  upon  the  coa(l,  his  Majedy  had 
the  right  to  call  forth  the  fervices  of  every  man  in  the  king* 
dom.  The  magiftrates  of  the  city  adopting  that  principle^ 
had  recommended  it  to  their  fellow  citizens  to  aflbciato 
themfelves  for  the  purpofe  of  learning  the  military  exercife, 
and  afifting  the  civil  power  in  cafe  of  tumult  or  infnrre4)ion« 
thinking  it  would  be  a  mockery  to  make  an  offer  of  fervices 
which,  at  a  fit  feafon,  hi^  Majefly  could  command;  and  he 
iras  quite  fure,  that  in  the  whole  number,  there  was  not 
•ne  man  who  did  not  confider  himfelf  liable,  in  cafe  of  inva<» 
Son,  to  be  put  under  the  command  of  a  general  officer,  and 
marched  to  any  part  of  the  kingdom.  There  was  one  other 
matter  refpe£ling  the  volunteers  of  the  city,  which  he  wifhed 
to  ftate  to  the  Houfc,  which  was  this,  that  no  one  could  doubt 
that  their  offers  of  fervice  arofe  from  a  pure  patriotic  pub* 
lie  fpirit,  becaufe  as,  by  their  charters,  they  were  exempt 
from  thofe  military  duties  to  which  other  parts  of  England 
are  liable,  they  had  no  occaflon  to  feek  refuge  ijom  tho 
ballots. 

Mr,  Pitt  obfcrved,  that  under  the  prefent  circumftancest 
lie  (hould  vote  againft  recommitting  the  bill.  With  rcfpe& 
to  the  juft  expectations  of  the  public  from  the  meafiire,  how 
far  if  conferred  thofe  fair  benefits  thejr  were  entitled  to,  he 
bad  already  (lated  his  opinion,  he  therefore  (hould  not  ifou* 
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b!e  ♦he  Houfc  with  a  repetition  of  it.  The  meafure  under 
cbnrideratioQ  left  many  deficiencies  in  the  fyftem ;  there  was 
not  a  proper  degree  of  encouragement  held  out  with  refpeft 
to  the  iropornint  point  of  difcipline;  neither  was  there  a 
fufficient  number  of  days  allowed  for  the  purpofe ;  and  even 
when  they  had  aflembled,  the  means  of  inftruftion  were  not 
adequately  afforded.  At  the  fame  time,  he  was  of  opinioa 
that  the  bill,  with  reference  to  the  confideration  of  immedi- 
ate danger,  had  one  beneficial  feature  in  the  inducement  it 
held  tccorps  to  come  immediately  forward  upon  permanent 
doty,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  dircipUne,  in  its 
holding  out  a  bounty;  but  even  this,  he  feared,  was  in  a  de« 
gree  that  would  not  be  fufficient  for  thepurpofe:  it  was^ 
however,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  and  as  far  as  it 
vfcntf  a  valuable  and  important  conflderatidn,^  and  (hould  be 
an  inducement  to  the  Hdufe  to  pafs  it  without  delay;  he 
meant^  with  a  reference  to  the  expedation  of  a  fpeedy  inva- 
fion,  againft  which  they  could  not  too  foon  be  prepared. 
Though  he  could  not  avoid  lainenting  the  imperfedions  of 
the  bill,  yet  containing  the  proviflon  he  had  alluded  to,  it 
ihouldfpeedily  be  paff^d.  Inhere  was  another  claufe  in  the 
bi1l,which  he  thought  J'^cely  to  be  of  beneficial  confequencey 
that  which  went  to  prevent  the  arrefls  of  commanding  offi- 
cers while  on  fervicc.  With  refpeft  to  the  remaining  parts 
of  the  bill,  it  was  kittle  niore  than  a  regulation  of  conve« 
niency,  by  confoUdating  into  one,  what  before  had  been  feat- 
tered  into  two  or  three  different  zQs.  He  was  impreflfed 
with  the  con^  lAion  of  fpeedily  pafling  this  bill,  or  that  no« 
thing  in  fadl  would  have  hitherto  been  done;  it  Oiould  be  ad- 
ed  upon  as  foon  as  poflTible.  With  refped  to  the  propofal  of 
recofumitting  the  bill,  he  faw  no  profped  of  great  or  fub- 
ftantial  improvement  which  could  be  derived  from  ftich  a 
proceedings  In  regard  to  the  fubjed  of  apprentices,  thd 
leave  of  abfence,  and  certain  other  points  on  which  fome 
flrefs  had  been  laid,  he  thotight  the  bill  was  not  liable  to  any 
ferious  objedlons  on  thofe  heads.  There  were  other  topics 
tipon  which  obje6lions  had  been  urged,  but  if  thefe  could 
not  be  effeftually  difculfed  upon  the  report,  it  yvould  certainly 
be  a  rcafon  for  recommitting  the  bill ;  and  he  felt  the  import 
Once  of  thefe  points  as  n)iich  as  any  other  perfon  could  do. 

Mr.  iheridsn  was  of  opinion  that  whatever  idea  was  en^ 
(ertahied  pf  the  military  lyf^em  of  the  coiintry,  this  was  not 
the  moment  for  fuch  a  difcuflion.  If  Gentlemen  thought 
this  a  matter  fit  for  inquiry,  they  might  move  for  a  Cbnimit*. 
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tec  on  the  fubjeft,  and  the  <iifciiflion  might  regularly  takd 
place.  At  pr^fent  the^querticm  was  extremely  fimplc.  It 
was  merely  whether  certain  amendments,  the  propriety  of 
which  was  not  denied  dven  by  the  framers  of  the  bill, 
(hould  be  introduced  on  the  report  or  in  a  Committee  fot 
that  fpecific  pnrpofe.  For  fome  lime  pad  he  had,  confif- 
tenily  with* a  principle  which  three  years  ago  he  had  dated 
in  that  Houfe,  felt  it  his  duty  to  abfent  himfelf  from  his  atten- 
dance in  Parliament^  and  he  had  confequently  not  been  pre* 
fent  at  the  different  difj^uflions  which  had  taken  place  on  the 
previous  ftages  of  the  bill.  This,  however,  he  knew,  that 
the  bill  had  already  been  in  three  Committees,  and  the  quef* 
tion  came  to  be*  (honld  it  go  to  a  fourth  Committee  to  receives 
new  amendments  and  improvements?  If  it  was  true,  what 
was  n^ted  by  an  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Dr.  Lau<* 
rence),  fhat  the  bill  as  a  whole  had  not  been  before  the 
Gommi'itee,  this  would  be  the  ftrongeft  argument  which  he 
bad  heard  for  the  recommitment.  If  a  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man oppoftte  (Mr.  Pitt)  would  rife  and  ftate  that  he  had  ne^V 
claufes  to  propofe  in  the  Committee,  or  if  any  other  hon. 
Gentleman  would  make  a  fimilar  declaration,  he  (hould  cer- 
tainly vote  for  the  recommitment.  Independent  of  fuch  a 
declaration  he  really  had  heard  no  ground  laid  againft  pro-* 
ceedtng  to  the  consideration  of  the  report.  He  was  the 
more  inclined  to  this  opinion  from  feeing  the  candid  defire  of 
his  Majefty's  Minifters  to  make  every  fair  concefTtqn  (hete 
there  was,  a  gi^firrai  laugh).  He  thought  the  queflion  quite 
important,  and  that  the  time  of  the  Houfe  would  be  much 
more  ufefully  cmpjoyed  in  proceeding  to  the  difcuflion  of  thc^ 
report. 

Mr,  Piitj  in  explanation,  ftated,  that  he  had  been  mif- 
undcrdood  by  the  hon.  Member.  He  feemed  to  conceive 
that  he  was  for  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  whereas  he 
was  againft  it.  Whatever  the  principle  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's abfence  was,  if  he  had  been  in  his  place  he  would 
h?ve  feen  that  the  claufes  which  he  wiflied  to  introduce,f 
were  not  now  wanting  from  aiiy  deficiency  on  his  part  in 
propofing  then),  but  from  his  inability  to  perfuade  the  Houfe 
to  adopt  them. 

Mr*  IVindham  rofe,  he  faid,  to  trefpafs  tm  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  but  for  a  few  moments,  although  before  he  came 
down  to  his  place  that  day  he  meant  to  en^er  very  much  at 
length  into  the  merits  and  tendency  of  the  volunteer  fyftero, 
and  particularly  to  reprobate  two  claufes  which  had  fpund 
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their  way  into  ihe  bill  under  confideration,  and  whiqh  excit- 
ed his  aftoni(hinent  in  convmon  wiih  that  of  every  man  who 
valued  good  faith  and  junice  towards  the  volunteers.  Thofe 
clatifes*  however*  having  been  abandoned  by  the  framers  of 
the  bill,  and  the  difciiffion  having  taken  a  turn  extremely 
(ingular  in  this  ftage  of  the  proceeding,  a  diTcuflion  which 
would  more  properly  belong  to  a  Cogimlttee,  he  felt  that  he 
could  not  enteriipon  the  confideration  of  the  general  meafure 
without  great  difadvantages.  He  therefore  wavttd  for  the 
prefent  the  full  delivery  oi  his  opinions  upon  the  fubjed,  the 
more  particularly  as  he  could  not  but  obferve  that  the  atten- 
tion of  ihe  Houfe  was  nearly  exhaufted.  f^e,  however, 
could  not  forbear  to  fay,  in  corjtradiftion  to  the  feniimencs 
of  the  learned  Gentleman  on  the  Treafury  Bench,  that  he  con-» 
ceived  it  quite  impoflible  to  inveftigate  the  merits  of  t^e  volua^ 
tecrfyftem,  which  comprehended  above  three  fourths  of  the 
public  force*  without  alfo  taking  a  view  of  the  other  means 
of  our  dcfcnccHo  afcertain  how  far  thofe  means  were  cor- 
rcfpondent  to  each  other,  and  calculated  to  a£l  efficacioufly 
together.  This  was  a  queftion,  in  his  judgment,  of  infinite 
importance,  and  demanding  the  mofl  attentive  inquiry, 
inafmuch  as  it  was  the  commencement  of  a  fyftem,  the  efFc^s 
of  which  woi)ld  grow  on  us  every  day,  for  the  more  we  ad- 
vanced in  fuch  a  fltuatinn,  rhe  more  difficult  it  would  be  (o 
change;  and,  therefore,  the  farther  we  proceeded,  the  flrongcr 
would  rhe  argument  become  which  was  reiied  upon  fo  much 
that  night,  namely,  Ihat  we  had  gone  too  far  to  recede.  fFor 
this  reafon  it  was  his  anxious  dcfire,  that  we  (hould  flop»  as 
foon  as  poflibic,  the  progrefs  of  a  fyftcm  fo  defeflive,  fo  radi- 
cally inefficient.  When  arguing  againfl  this'  fyftcm,  he 
wKhcd  tocorreft  an  error  that  fecJmcd  to  prevail  in  the  minds 
of  fome  (juntlcmen,  that  he  and  others  wh  >  joined  with  him 
meant  that' ihe  volunteers  (hould  be  difbaiuiL-d.  Nothing 
cotild  be  more  erroneous  than  this  idea,  for  on  the  contrary, 
the  principal  objedlions  wliich  he  and  the  Gentlemen  with 
whom  he  a^i^ed  had  to  this  meafure,  and  which  he  hoped 
would  not  heconndcrt'd  incoiifineni,  were  the fe,  that  it  would 
produce  the  dilfoltilion  oi  the  greater  part  of  the  volunteers, 
while  it  woiild  go  to  render  the  volunteer  fy'U^m  permanent. 
— With  refp^ci:  to  the  motion  imntvdiattly  be  ore  the  I  Icjufe,' 
l»e  would  admit  the  jultce  of  the  r<  m.^rk,  that  new  claufcs 
might  be  propofed  and  adopted  withou?  recomniitting  the 
bill  ;  hut  yet  he  was  for  going  into  the  Committee,  ..>ul  for 
this  pUin  reafon,  that  a  Committee  was  the  natural  and  prp- 
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,  per  place  to  ilifcnfs  fuph  claures.  An  hon.  Gentleman  (IVff. 
Sheridan)  .ad  L.ged  that  it  was  unnecefiTary  to  to  into  tba 
Co'^  ,  .  as  Minifters  had  manifeAed  fuch  candour  as  left 
..  doubt  of  their  readinefs  to  accede  to  any  neccflary 
amencinuut  ihat  might  be  propofed  in  th's  ftage  of  the  btlli 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  occafion  to  obftrve,  that 

.  It  w^L  .  xyondcr  that  candour  in  a  Mfnifter  (hould  excite 
furprife  in  the  Houfe,  as  the  quality  was  rather  new  ;  but 
niii'h'^  it  not  be  the  cafe,  as  he  fuFpefted  it  was»  that  the  fur- 
prife which  the  ho'n.  Gentleman  perceived  in  ihe  Houfe,  did 
not  arifefrom  the  circtimftance  that  candour  wm  a  new  qua- 
liiV  in  a  Minider,  but  that  fuch  a  compliment  from  fuch  a 
qiiurif  r  was  new  ?  not  the  fa£t  dated,  but  the  ftater  provoked 
the  general  fmile  upon  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  le- 
marked.  The  hon  Gentleman,  however,  had  probably  ex* 
perienced  fuch  candour  in  his  Majefly's  Minifters,  in  return 
tor  the  candour  which  he  had  (hewn  toward  ihem  for  fome 
time  backf  as  juftified,  in  his  mind,  the  compliments  he  ap- 
peared fo  (Irongly  difpofed  to  pay  them.  Reverting  to  the 
motion  before  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Windham  dated,  that  in  order 
that  the  imperfedlions  of  the  meafure  might  as  JFar  as  poffible 
be  diminiOiedy  he  would  vote  for  the  recommittal. 

Colofiil  Bafiard  maintained  that  the  volunteer  fyftem  did 
liot  militate  fo  much  as  its  adverfaries  aiTerted  againft  the 
progrefs  of  the  ballot  for  the  militia,  &c.  As  a  proof  of 
this,  he  dated  that  in  the  militia  of  the  county  to  which  he 
belonged  (Devon),  where  volunteer  corps  were  very  nume- 
rous, the  regiment  of  militia  )vas  not  only  complete,  but 
bad  many  fupernumeraries,  although  not  more  than  ten 
guineas  bounty  had  ever  been  given  ;  and  he  was  confident 
that  if  any  men  were  wanting  for  that  body,  they  could  be 
hac(  from  among  the  volunteers  themfelves,  whofe  fpirit, 
zeal,  and  military  habiisi  naturally  difpofed  them  to  enter, 
ifneceflary,  into  regular  military  fcrvice.  With  refpe£l  to 
the  efficacy  of  the  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  the  counirv, 
he  referred  to  the  fpeechof  that  gallant  officer,  that  high  mi- 
litary authority,  Earl  Moira,  wi  o  drclared  at  the  Highland 
Society  a  few  days  fince,  that  with  the  vutumeer  force  of 
Scotland,  combined  with  the  few  regular  troops  in  that 
country,  he  would  tfndertake  to  defend  it  againft  any  attack 
of  the  enemy.  This  opinion,  with  that  ot  many  other  ge- 
neral officers  of  high  charader,  was  quite  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
his  mind  of  the'  fallacy  of  the   objedions  fo  often  urged 

Bgainfl  the  utility  and  llrcngth  of  the  volunteers. «  As  to  the 
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Opinion  refpeAiDg  an  armed  peafantry,  he  was  not  at  all  in* 
dined  to  dtfpute  it ;  but  he  would  afk,  huw  did  the  volun* 
tccrs  ftand  in  the  way  of  an  armed  pearantry  ?  {^  cry  o/hear  f 
bear  I)  It  did  not  appear  to  him  that  they  did.  On  the 
contrary,  he  faid  that  they  might  be  of  the  higheft  advantage 
10  prepare,  to  direft,  and  to  render  that  peafaptry  efieflive. 
Nuihing  was  more  deiufive,  however,  than  the  aflertion*  (hat 
lire  had  not  any  means  of  employing  our  peafantry  in  the 
pvenlof  invadon  ;  for  the  fa£t  was,  at  lead  in  the  part  of 
the  country  wnk  which  he  was  acquainted,  that  the  name  of 
almoft  every  man  Vfho  was  capable  of  fervice  was  enrolled^ 
and  bi^  part  in  fuch.a  cafe  aCTigned  to  him.  Some  were  ap- 
pointed to  be  pioneers,  fome  to  be  guides,  and  others  tocorii* 
vey  proyifiona^  &c.  &c.  He  was  confident,  from  the  tp'itxi 
generally  prevailing,  that  any  of  thofe  men  would  be  ready, 
jntbe  hour  of  neccifity,  to  fill  up  any  defalcations  that  might 
occur  in  the  ranks  of  the  volunteers,  or  the  regular  army. 
From  tbiB  ftaiement  he  maintained,  that  the  opinion  'was  in- 
coireQf  that  our  peafantry  could  not  be  iifeful  when  dan- 
ger ihould  approach  us — that  they  would  not  know  what 
to  do. 

J/r.  y.  Gr^/n//V/^  vindicated  himfelf  from  the  charge  of 
inconfiftency  which  /eemed  to  have  been  thrown  out  againft 
him  by  the  learned  pentltman  on  the  Treafury  Bench.  That 
hefhould  not  have  attended  all  the  (lages  of  a  meafure  which 
firuck  him  to  be  fo  radically  bad  that  nothing,  could  be  ex- 
traded  out  of  it,  was  perfedly  natural.  Indeed,  the  embar- 
raflmenty  confufion,  and  wavering  which  even  the  framers 
of  this  bill  feemcd  to  feel  about  it,  was  enough  to  forbid 
any  difpaflionate  man  from  fuppofing  it  probable  that  it 
would  produce  the  good  expeded  from  it  by  fome  (jentle- 
men  ;  yet  as  ihefe  framers  were  determined  to  prefs  the 
adoption  of  this  bill,  it  was  defirahlc  to  remove  the  defeds 
pointed  out  by  his  honourable  Frieml  (Mr.  Fox),  and  to 
which  no  kind  of  reply  had  been  made,  and  alfo  to  introduce 
the  other  amendments  fuggefttd  ;  therefore  he  fiiouUl  vote 
for  the  motion  for  recommittal. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  in  explanation,  ftated  that  if  any  Gentle- 
nan  had  a  claufe  to  propofe  which  could  not  be  introdi.ctd 
into  the  bill  without  going  into  a  Committee,  he  would  vote 
for  the  motion,  but  not  (ithcrwifc:. 

Colonel  CaUraft  faid,  jhat  if  the  lionfe  (hould  go  into  the 
Committee  he  would  there  feel  it  his  duty  to  propofe  a  claufe 
rcfpeding  the  grant  of  addiiiunal   pay  to  the   voluuicers, 

and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,9^  THS  PARUAMEKTARY  REGISTER^  lOoMMONfi 

and  alfo  a  further  allowance  for  cloathing.  This  was  iT  pro- 
'pofiiion  which  he  thought  the  hen.  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
kibwould  approve  of,  and  which,  confifteittly  with  his  own 
declaration,  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  recommittsd 
of  ih.:  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obfqrvedy  that  the  rccom* 
initial  pf  the  bjll  was  not  neceflary,  in  order  to  enable  the  hon. 
Gentleman  topropofe  the  claufe  he  alluded  to,  as  be  might 
bring  it  forward  in  the  prefent  flage,  and  it  knight  afterwards, 
|f  adopted,  be  referred  to  the  coniideration  of  a  Committee  of 
Supply- 

I  he  Houfe  then' proceeded  to  divide,  when  there  «p« 
peared — • 

For  proceeding  on  the  report  immediately         173 
Againft  it  -       •  ->  •  56 

Majority  117 
•  SirJ.  Wrottefley^  in  purfuance  of  what  he  had  ftatcd,  pror 
pofed  the  introdudltion  of  a  claufe  in  the  bill  to  the  following 
effect :  "  That  no  member  of  any  corps  of  yeomanry  or  vo- 
lunteers who  has  been  enrolled  fubfequent  to  the  22d  of 
June,  1803,  Ihall  be  entitled  to  the  exemptions  under  this 
a£V,  unlefs  he  has  engaged  to  march  to  any  part  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  defence  of  the  country  in  cafe  of  invaCoRi  or 
the  appearance  of  an  enemy  upon  the  coad." 

This  propolition  gave  rife  to  aconverfation,  rather  of  ade* 
fultory  and  irregular  kind. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  felt  it  his  duly  to  oppofe  fuch  a  pro- 
vifion  ;  it  was  however  in  fubfiance  by  no  means  new.  An 
hon.  Baronet,  now  abfent,  had  propofed  one  nearly  to  a  fimi* 
lar  efrcfl,  which  h«d  been  very  fully  difcufled,  and  the  Houfe 
had  decided  upon  it.  Added  to  this,  he  thought  it  would 
involve  a  ferious  breach  of  parliamentary  fairh.  He  au- 
gured mofl  favourably  of  the  fpirft  and  patriotifm  of  all  the 
volunteers,  who  would  readily  come  forward  in  the  event 
of  an  attack. 

Mr.  Pitt  thought  the  provifion  jufl  propofed  was  not  in 
any  degree  fimilar  to  that  moved  in  another  ftage  of  the  bill 
by  an  hon.  Baronet,  as  the  former  was  a  claufe  referring  to 
the  lime  of  offer  of  fervice  only,  wiihoui  any  reference  to  tl.e 
extent  of  the  fervice  offered.  Hi»  feminlents  of  ihefe  two 
propofitions  were  materially  differe^u  :  he  believed  ihc  Hoi.fc 
had  never  an  idea  of  holding  out  encouragements  to  the  ex- 
tent .of  thofe  in  the  bill^  to  thofe  'whufe  offers  were  for  a  li- 
mited 
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nnted  fervice.  He  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Secretar^^  that 
thertt  was  little  doubt  of  the  eventual  conduS  of  the  vo].(^d- 
tcers  10  cafe  of  an  immediate  alarm ;  he  thought  thejr 
would  all -manfully  come  forward  with  offers  of  general  fer* 
vice.  But  in  framing  an  aft  for  the  regulation  of  thefe 
points,  a  diOiodion  fhould  be  made-^they  fhould  go  upoit 
the  afiual  (late  of  things  ;  by  that  means  they  would  in 
reality  know  what  they  had  to  proceed  upon;  they  would  < 
have  certainty  in  the  place  of  conjedure,  and  the  principle  of 
exemptions  would  be  rendered  more  rational  and  diitin£l. 
He  thought  thecUufe  now  propofed  would  be  a  coniiderable 
improvement  in  the  bill,  and  as  ftich  it  fhould  have  his  fup* 
port. 

Lord  Temple  obferved,  that  the  fervice  was  too  limited  iii 
many  inftances^but  one  he  thought  was  particularly  confined 
in  its  patriotic  vote  of  fervjce,  that  was  the  Somerfet-houfa 
ctMTps  ;  the  tprms  on  which  it  was  Accepted  by  Government 
he  underftood  to  be  for  the  defence  of  Somerfet-houfe  only«. 
Air.  liernej  (lated,  that  whatever  might  have  been  the 
original  fouiidation  of  the  corps;  it  was  now  very  generally 
underftood  that  the  young  tncn  had  long  (ince  agreed  to  go 
CO  ztkj  part  of  the  kingdom  where  their  fervices  might  be 
thoaght  necelfary.  In  cafe  of  an  invafion,  he  believed  the 
oDly  difficulty  would  be  tQ  keep  them  within  the  walls  of 
Somerfet  Houfe. 

Mr.  Dent  thought  that  it  would  have  been  more  regular 
for  fuch  bodies  of  men  as  were  appointed  to  defend  a  parti- 
cular building*  if  they  had  been  fworn  in  as  conftables.  The 
right  hon^  Colonel  (Mr.  Tierney),  he  underftood,  had  alfo 
the  command  of  a  corps  in  the  borotigh  of  Southwark.<#  If 
the  fervice  of  that  corps  was  limited  alfo,  he  would  be  glad  to 
know  what  the  right  hpn.  Gentleman  would  do  with  his 
corps  in  the  borough  at  the 'time  that  he  was  locked  up  in  ^ 
Somerfet-houfe  for  its  defence — how  would  he  divide  him- 
fclf? 

Mr.  Tiemey  explained  to  the  Houfe  what  was  the  nature  of 
his  fituation  with  refpeS  to  the  Southwark  volunteers.  He  had 
been  firft  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Somerfet- houfe 
volunteers.  He  had  afterwards  accepted  of  the  command  of 
the  corps  in  the  borough  only  as  a  matter  of  form,  that  he 
might  have  power  to  atlift  in  its  foundation,  and  whenever* 
bis  prcfence  was  neceifary  wiih  the  Somerfet- houfe  corps,  he 
would  reftgn  his  command  in  the  other. 

Air.  Sbersdsn  noticed  the  fpecies  of  indoor  fervice  which 
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the  cWks  of  the  Navy  Office  had  voffd  ;  it  plainly  Chewed 
that  (bey  were  determined  on  keeping  pcrfTefTion  of  Somcrfec- 
houfe  as  long  as  they  could.  In  this  laudable  intention  of 
theirs  he  had  good  reafon  to  hope  they  would  not  meet  with 
any  difcouragement  from  the  example  of  their  coloael,  as 
there  could  not  pofTibly  be  any  doubt  of  his  Hncere  defire  to 
keep  the  public  office  committed  to  his  charge  from  falling 
into  (he  hands  of  any  enemy. 

Mr,  Fox  adverted  to  the  original  deflgn  of  Minifters  to 
prpportion  the  number  pf  volunteers  by  a  regular  fyftem  of 
fix  times  the  amount  of  the  old  militia.  That  meafure 
would  operate  very  differently  in  the  inland  counties  from 
what  it  would  in  the  counties  of  Kent,  ElTex,  &c.  The  So- 
merfet-houfe  corps  he  thought  it  perfediy  ridiculous  to  call 
volunteers^  under  fuch  a  limited  agreement  of  fervice»  par- 
ticularly as  they  were  fervants  of  the  Crown.;  he  thought 
that  more  (hould  be  expeded  from  their  loyalty  than  a  bare 
defence  of  the  particular  building  by  which  they  got  their 
bread. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  enumerated  feVeral  coun- 
ties in  which  the  return  of  the  volunteers  accepted  by  his 
Majefty,  far  exceeded  the  quota  which  bad  been  mentioned 
'  by  an  hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  him. 

Mr.  Canning  obferved,  that  that  was  an  additional  proofs- 
if  any  could  be  wsynting,  of  the  indecifion  and  inconfiftency 
of  his  Majefty's  prefent  MinifterSi  as  he  knew  it  to  be  a  ii&^ 
that  the  firft  proportion  of  6  to  i  was  rigidly  adhered  to,  un* 
til  by  repeated  applications  from  people  in  thefe  counties^ 
Minifters  were  prevailed  on  to  alter  the  plan  they  had  origi- 
nal||F  adopted ;  but  even  then  the  numbers  which  they  ac- 
cepted of,  were  confiderably  (hort  of  what  might  be  raifed. 

After  a  few  other  obfervations^  the  queAion  was  put,  and 
there  were 

For  the  amendment  37 

Againftit  .  79 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  again  the  next 
day. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid  that  as  he  underflood  it  was  the  intention  of 
fome  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  to  bring  forward  a  meafure 
that  would  have  a  fimtlar  tendency  to  that  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  he  would,  with  leave  of  the  Houfe,  agree xo  wait 
for  any  reafonable  length  of  timci  in  older  to  fee  how  far 
their  meafure  would  go. 
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The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  difpofed  of,  and  the  Houfe 
idjoumed  at  half  paft  two  in  the  morning. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

TU£SDAYy  MARCH. 20. 

The  Houfe  rcfolveditrelf  into  a  Comtnlitee  of  Privileges, 
and  Lord  Walfingham  having  taken  the  chair,  the  conude« 
ration  of  the  claim  of  Lady  (Henry)  Fitzgerald  to  the  ba- 
rony of  Roos  or  Rofs  was  refumed,  when  counfel  and  evi- 
dence were  again  heard  on  behalf  of  the  claimant.  .  The 
further  coiifideration  of  the  cafe  was  adjourned  till  ThurC- 
day. 

The  Houfe  then  refumed;  and  the  Exchequer  bills  bill^ 
the  neutral  (hips  bill,  and  a  canal  bill,  were  broucht  up 
from  the  Commons.    They  were  feverally  read  a  fiift  time. 

The  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their  refpeo* 
live  flages:  ihefe  were  chiefly  in  Committees^  through 
which  (lage  the  Iriih  revenue,  tne  Irifli  malt  duty,  the  Irilh 
coantervailrng  duties,  and  the  hides  and  tallow  importation 
bilk  went,  and  were  after  wards  reported  to  the  Houfe,  with* 
out  aroeodmenf . 

Some  private  bufinefs  was  then  difpofed  of,  and  the  Houfe 
adjouioed. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  20. 

The  Exchequer  bills  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
paffcd. 

Sir  Jacob  Aftley  moved  for  the  following  accounts,  which 
were  ievcrally  ordered : 

An  account  of  the  quantity  of  malt  exported  from  Great 
Britain  (o  Irelandi  and  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain,  for 
fix  years,  ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  1804,  and  the  duties  paid 
thereon. 

An  account  of  the  quantity  of  malt  carried  coaftwife  from 
England  to  Scotland*  and  from  Scotland  to  England,  for  the 
fame  period,  and  the  duties  paid  thereon. 

An  account  of  the  quantity  of  beer  exported  from  Great 
Britain  to  Ireland,  and  (rovfi  Ireland  to  Great  Britain^  for 
the  fame  period,  and  the  duties  paid  thereon. 

An  account  of  the  quantity  of  malt  charged  with  duty  ,i^ 
England  and  Scotland  for  the  fame  period. 
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An  account  of  the  quantity  of  malt  charged  with  duty  In 
Ireland,  fof  the  fame  pcried,  with  the  rate  and  amount  of  the 
duty  thereon. 

An  account  of  the  quantity  of  (Irong  beer,  table  beer,  and 
fmall  beer,  charged  with  duty  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  fame 
period. 

Mr.  Whiiflicd  Keene  moved  for  a  lift  of  public  account^ 
ants,  the  procefs  againfl  whom  had  been  controited  of  pre- 
vented under  the  59  and  4.0  Geo.  3.  which,  after  a  few  ob- 
fervations  from  Mr.  VanCtian,  was  ordered. 

An  account  was*  prefented  from  the  Exchequer,  of  the 
payments  to,  and  charges  on,  the  confolidated  fund,  wliichv 
together  with  fome  other  accounts,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  th^ 
table,  and  to  be  prihted. 

The  (latute  duty  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  after  a 
few  obfervations  from  Mr.  Curwen,  Mr.  G.  Vanfittart,  Mr. 
H.  Lafcellcs,  and  Lord  W.  RufTell,  was  committed  for  Fri- 
day, with  an  underflanding  that  it  fliould  fland  over  till  after 
the  rccefs. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  btought  up  a  bill  for  laying  on  an  addi- 
tional'duty  of  two  pence  Scots,  or  one-fllcth  of  a  penny  fter- 
ling,  on  every  pint  of  ale  or  beer  brewed  at  Dalkeith,  in 
Scotland,  the  produce  to  be  applied  towards  paving  and 
cleanfing  the  (Ireets  of  Dalkeith.  Read  a  firft,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

PROPERTY  TAX. 

Lord  Temple  faid,  the  Houfe  was  aware  that  he  had  given 
notice  of  a  motion  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  property 
tax  by  fubalferns  in  the  army  and  miliiia.  Upon  looking, 
however,  intothead,  he  had  found  feveral  cafes  ftrongcr  in 
point  of  hardfhip  than  the  cafe  of  the  fubalterns,  and  be 
therefore  thought  he  ftiould  do  wrong  to  bring  forward -their 
cafe,  without  bringing  forward  thie  other  cafes,  of  equal  or 
greater  hardfiiip.  He  (bould  therefore  withdraw  his  notice, 
and  give  a  new  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward,  as 
fooh  as  poflible  after  the  recefs,  a  motion  upon  the  fubjed^ 
when  he  fliould  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  the  propriety  of  going 
into  a  Committee  to  confider  of  altering  and  modifying 
certain  parts  of  the  property  tax  a£l, 

VOLUNTEER  REGULATIONS  BILL. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
further  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  volunteer  bill. 
■  The  report  being  taken  into  further  confiJeratiun,  moft  of 
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the  amendments'  were  gone  through,  ^nd  agreed  to  without 

difcudion. 

On  the  claufe  impofing  a  penalty  of  2ocL  on  command- 
ing officers  making  falfe  returns^ 

Mr.  Calcraft  wi(hed  that  a  fimilar  penalty  might  be  ex-^ 
tended  to  commanding  officers  who  negleded   to  make  any 
returnsi  as  thereby  a  whoi^  corps  might  lofe  their  exemp- 
tions. 

Mr.  Secretary  Torke  faid,  he  did  not  know  of  any  objeftion 
to  fome  penally,  but  bethought  200I.  too  large  a  penalty  for. 
what  might  happen  to  be  a  mere  inadvertence.  He  was  of 
opinion^  howevery  that  a  claufe  upon  this  fubjed  had  better 
be  propofed  on  the  third  reading. 

The  ptovifo  in  the  claufe  relating  to  xefignation,  which 
prevented  thofe  volunteers  from  resigning  who  had  entered 
into  any  fpecial  engagement  to  ferve  during  a  particular  pe- 
riod, was  agreed  to  be  left  out. 

On  the  claufe  refpeding  the  allowances  to  volunteers  on 
being  called  out, 

Ajr.  Piti  faid,  that  as  the  claufe  Rood,  the  .guinea  to 
which  each  volunteer  would  be  entitled  who  came  out  on. 
permanent  pay  and  duty,  was  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of, 
the  commanding  officer  to  lay  but  the  whole  or  part,  as  he, 
ihpuld  think  fit,  in  neceflaries  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  volunteer., 
Now,  when  he  firft  took  the  liberty  of  fuggefling  to  the 
Houfe  the  propriety  of  improving  as  rapidly  as  poKible  the 
diicipline  of  the  volunteers,  he  conceived  that  the  idea  of  the 
Houfe  was  to  hold  out  to  each  volunteer  diftin£ily  a  bounty 
for  fo  doing.  It  was  agreed  that  many  mud  make  great 
facrifices  in  coming  out  on  permanent  duty,  and  he  did  nn- 
derftand  that  the  principle  of  giving  a  bounty  to  each  indivi- 
dual was  acceded  to.  But  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the 
bounty  being  difpofed  of  as  provided  in  the  bill,  it  muft  ope- 
rate as  an  impediment  to  any  encouragement  to  the  volunteers 
to  come  out,  as  th<?  fura  to  be  given  would  no  longer  be  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  individual  toprovidefor  his  family  out  of  iidur- 
jng  his  abfcnce.  Th^  money  was  thus  prevented  from  becom- 
irkg,  what  it  ought  to  be,  a  fubftitute  tor  his  earnings  during 
hisabfence.  As  to  purchafing  great  coats  and  other  necelfaries 
out  of  this  allowance,  it  was  clear  that  the  volunteers  mud 
have  thofe  necciUrics  for  taking  the  field  in  cafs  of  emergen- 
cy, whether  they  wem  on  permanent  duty  or  nv)t.  It  was 
evident,  therefore,  that  in  merely  holding  out  this  inducement 
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tb  them  to  go  on  permanent  duty  for  two  brthree  weeks,  tn 
order  to  attainihat  (late  of  difcipline  which  was  To  necefTary 
and  importanty  there  was  not  thgt  encouragement  which  was 
adequate  to  ih^  objcd.     If  they  wanted  the  advantages  which 
would  refult  from  the  volunteers  thus  coming  out.oA  perma^ 
nent  pay  and  duty,  the  only   way  of  inducing  them  to  do' 
fo  .was  to  offer  a  bounty  which  would  be  a  real  fum  in  the 
pocket  of  each  individual.  It  appeared  to  him  that  this  provi- 
fion  in  the  bill  was  likely,  in  a  great  meafurey  to  defeat  the 
objed  of  the  claufe.     He  then  adverted  to   an  inftrudion 
iflued  by  Government,  recommending  that  thofe  volunteers 
who  had  large  families  likely  to  become  chargeable  to  their 
refpedive  pariflies,  (hould  not  be  called  out  on  permanent 
duty.     The  material  objed  having  been  to  obtain  as  many 
volunteer  corps  as  poilible  oq  permanent  pay  and  duty,  Par- 
liament had  not  only  propofed  to  give  a  bounty  for  this  pur* 
pofe,  but  alfo  to  make  provifion  for  the  fanaties  of  volunteers 
fb  coming  out,  in  the  lame  manner  as  with  refpeft  to  mili- 
tiamen.     If  a  large  proportion  of  the  volunteers  had  fami- 
lies,'and  were  not,  therefore,  to  be  called  out  on  permanent 
duty  with  the  reft  of  their  corps,  it  might  have  a  very  bad 
cfie£t  upon  the  force  of  the  country,  as,  in  cafe  of  their  being 
called  out  upon  afiual  fervice,  when  perhaps  one-third^  or 
cme-half,  or  two-thirds  of  a  corps  had  been  for  three  weeks 
upon  permanent  duty,  and  the  reft  not,  the  whole  might  be 
thrown  into  confufion  from  the  inferiority  of  difcipline  in  the 
Ltter.     Could  any  man  fuppofe,  that  for  the  fake  of  a  con- 
tingency of  families  becoming  burdehfome  to  a  pariOi,  thofe 
who  had  families  ought  to  be  prevented  from  attaining  dif- 
cipline;' who  having  greater  ties  and  clofer  connexions,  would 
be  the  more  induced  to  fight  for  their  homes,  their  altars,  and 
their  country  ?     If  any  preference  was  given  in  compoflng  a 
volunteer  force,  it  ought  to  be  to  thofe  having  families,  as 
from  the  Aature  of  the  fervice  they  were  required  to  go  only  to 
a  (hort  diftance  from  their  homes,  and  only  for  a  (hort  period, 
unlefs  called  out  into  aAual  fervice.     It  did  appear  to  hina  a 
little  fmgular,  that  wliilft  Parliament  were  adopting  meafu res 
for  inviting  all  the  volunteers  to  come  out  on  permanent  pay 
and  duty,  another  fyftem  (hould  be  adopted  by  Minifters,  and 
'  that  it  Oiould  be  required  that  thofe  having  families  likely  to 
become  chargeable  to  the  parifh  fliould  not  he  called  out. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  every  volunteer  ought  to  be  invited 
to  come  out,  whether  he  had  a  family  or  not.    Th-'rc   was 
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beBdcs  z  provifion  made  for  their  families^  in  the  event  of 
their  abfence;  and  at  any  rate,  the  claufe  in  the  aft  and  the 
fyftem  adopted  by  Minifters  were  utterly  inconfiftentl 

3/r.  Secretary  Ferke  contended  that  thcT  guinea  ought  not 
togoindifcriminately  into  the  pockets  of  the  volunteers,  as^ 
though  there  might  be  feveral  ihduftrieus  men  with  families, 
who  might  wilh  to  appropriate  the  money  to  the  iifc  of  their 
families,  yet  there  were  others  who  might  probably  lay  it 
out  in  procuring  thofe  indulgencies  which  were  not  very  con- 
fiftent  with  the  character  of  a  foldier.  Many  inconvenient 
ces  might  likewife  arife  from  volunteers  having  the  money 
given  to  them  to  fpend  in  a  town  where  there  might  be  other 
troops.  The  money  befides  would  of  courfe  only  be  laid 
out  in  neceflaries,  if  the  volunteer  ftood  in  need  of  them;  if^ 
on  the  contrary^  he  came  provided  with  them,  the  commtind* 
ing  officer  might  immediately  pay  the  money  to  him,  and  at 
any  rate  would  be  accobnrabie  to  him  for  it  by  law*  As  to 
the  inftru£lion  iflued  by  GcTVernment,  it  was  merely  a  recom- 
mendation to  avoid  as  much  as  poffible  placing  dn  permanent 
pay  and  duty  thofe  volunteers  who  bad  familks  which  were  . 
likely  to  become  chargeal;>ie  to  the  parifli.  He  knew  that^ 
much  inconvenience  h«i  arifen  laft  atitumn  firom  taking  meh' 
from  their  families  to  a  diftance  on  permanent  pay  and  daty^ 
as  they  frequently  rettirned  with  habits  liot  very  congenial 
with  induftry.  I'he  only  objeft  of  ihe  inftnidion,  in  (hort, 
was  to  inform  commanding  officers  that  they  were  not  oblig- 
ed to  take  with  them  on  permanent  duty  every  man  of  their 
corps,  but  that  they  might,  and  vi^ere  recommended  to  leave 
thofe  behind  who  had  fainiliids  which  would  be  left  withbut 
fupport. 

ifr.ff^ilier/orce conxtndti,  that  the  (ituarion  in  which  a  vo* 
luntcer  fiood  could  by  no  means  be  fairly  com(iared  to  that  of 
a  foldier  or  a  militiaman,  who  werb  each  of  them  compelled 
to  ferve.  The  regulation  for  providing  them  with  necelFarles 
iho\ild  not,  therefore,  be  enforced  with  the  fame  rigour*  If 
married  men  were  not  to  be  called  out  for  improvement  in 
difcipline,  as  well  as  perfons  without  wives  or  children,  he 
thought  that  the  whole  force  of  the  volunteer  army  would 
be  broken  up  in  fragments  by  the  admiflion  of  diiTerent  plana 
for  regulating  the  condud^  of  two  claflcs  of  men,  which  in 
fad  ought  to  be  confidered  as  one  ihihe  general  chara£ter  of 
volunteers. 

Afr.  G.  Ro/e  mentioned  two  corps  in  the  part  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  be  lives,  one  of  which  has  two- thirds  of.  the 
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amount  of  its  «ffe£live  force  married  men  ;  the  other  has  one* 
balf  of  its  number  perfons  of  the  fame  defcripiion.  Several 
of  them  were  in  fuch  circumftances  as  made  their  families 
feel  the  inconvenience  of  their  abfence  very  feverely.  He 
thought  it  his  duty,  virhenever  fuch  a  cafe  came  before  him 
as  a  magiftrate,  to  grant  relief,  even  (hough  they  ihould  not 
be  out  of  the  pariih  in  which  they  lived,  for  they  might  as 
well  be  in  Devonfliire  if  their  families  could  not  afford  the 
lofs  of  their  indoilry.  He  would  however  hope  that,  if  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  wiOied  to  keep  fuch  a  body  of  men  toge- 
ther at  all,  he  would  alter  his  inftrudions,  and  allow  them  to 
receive  the  fame  difcipline  as  the  other  men,  as  he  was  well 
convinced  that,  notwithftanding their  confined  circumftances, 
it  would  wound  the  feelings  of  a  very  great  body  of  men,  who 
ittight  perhaps  by  that  means  become  entirely  difgufted  with 
their  fituation. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  admitted  that  jf  the  in- 
firudions  which  had  been  fo  much  referred  to  were  manda* 
tory  on  Lord  Lieutenants  of  counties,  or  commanders  of 
volunteer  corps,  they  WjouM  have  fyrnifhed  the  fubjedl  of 
very  grave  and  folid  objedion  ;  but  his  right  hon.  Friend  had 
fatisfadorily  fliewn  that  they  did  not  bear  any  fuch  confiruc- 
lion.  The  difcretion  both  of  the  Lord  Lieutenants  and  the 
commanders  of  volunteer  corps  was  by  no  means  re(lri£ted 
as  to  the  number  of  thofe  under  their  command  to  be  called 
out  on  permanent  duty.  It  was  merely  held  out  to  be  a 
defirable  objed,  that  where  a  whole  corps  might  not  be  called 
out  at  the  fame  time,  thofe  whofe  fervices  were  not  in  the 
firft  inftance  to  be  called  for,  (hould  confift  of  individuals 
who,  having  large  families,  would  be  doubly  chargeable  on 
the  public.  In  this  arrangement  he  faw  nothifig  which 
could  afford  the  flighted  room  for  cenfure.  A  great  deal 
had,  indeed,  been  faid  of  the  bad  confequences  which  would 
refult  from  this  meafqre,  from  the  inequality  of  difcipline 
which  it  would  create*  But  when  Gentlemen  urged  thefe 
arguments,  they  ought  to  confider  what  was  the  prefcnt 
fituation  of  the  volunteers.  They  had  already  reached  a  cer- 
tain point  of  difcipline,  which  would  prevent  the  inconve- 
nience alluded  to.  They  had  not  their  buflnefs  to  leain, 
though  he  would  not  deny  that  greater  perfeSion  of  difcipline 
was  highly  defirable.  There  were  many  ot  the  moft  rc- 
fpedlablc  corps  in  the  kingdom  where  the  whole  corps  did 
liot  go  out  to  drill  at  the  fame  period.  This  was  particularly 
the  cafe  with  the  Ci«y  Light Horfc,  in  which,  however,  there 
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was  no  appearance,  when  aflembled  as  a  body,  of  any  want 
of  difcipline,  or  of  regularity  of  evolutions.  The  difcreJ 
tion  of  the  commanding  officer  in  each  particular*  corps 
furni/hed  the  bed  fecurity  againft  any  inconvenience  which 
might  arife,  and  the  hell  cure  for  any  evil  which  might  occur 
in  carrying  the  meafure  of  catling  out  the  volunteers  into 
cffcft.  He  thought  that  to  give'the  volunteers  the  allowance 
in  neceflary  articles  was  by  far  the  preferable  mode.  By 
giving  the  men  the  whole  guinea,  to  be  ufed  at  their  difcre* 
lion,  the  greateft  inconveniences  might  arife.  During  the 
period  allotted  to  exercife  in  difcipline,  they  might  have  the 
means  of  launching  into  dangerous  excefles,  and  infteafl  of 
returning  in  aftate  of  improvement,  they  would  return  worie 
foldiers  and  lefs  valuable  men.  On  thefe  grounds  he  thought 
that  the  claufe  ought  to  ftand  in  its  prefent  form.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  lad  autumn,  when  twenty-four  thoofand 
volunteers  were  put  on  adual  fervice,  convinced  him.  that 
by  the  difcretionary  power  the  claufe  granted,  the  great  ob- 
]t&  in  view  would  be  fully  attained.  . 

Mr.  Kinnaird  dated,  that  as  far  a»his  experience  went,  he 
had  no  reafon  to  think  that  the  corps  put  on  aAual  fervice 
in  Scotland  had  received  the  guinea,  the  diftribution  of  which 
had  occafioned  fo.  much  difcuflion.  As  to  the  great  coats 
which  had  been  fo  much  fpoken  of,  he  mud  be  permittedio 
fay,  that  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom  with  which  he  was 
C(mne<^edthey  were  not  held  in  any  great  requed  fa  laugh J\ 
By  others  they  might  be  thought  luxuries ;  and  if  men,  from 
the  profpeA  of  getting  great  coats,  could  be  induced  to  come 
out  with  more  alacrity  on  aflual  fervice.  It  was  highly  proper 
that  they  fliould  be  provided.  If  a  guinea  was  wanting  to 
procure  ne^eflaries,  every  didate  of  policy  fuggeded  that 
fuch  a  fum  fliould  not  be  withheld.  If  a  guinea  was  to  be 
given  as  a  bounty,  he  hoped  that  this  would  not  be  given  to 
volunteers  ferving  in  their  refpedive  towns,  but  that  words 
would  be  introduced  into  the  claufe,  directing  that  the  guinea 
ihould  not  be  paid,  unlefs  to  thofe  volunteers  who  marched 
from  their  homes.  At  all  events,  he  truded  that  no  means 
would  be  left  unemployed  to  complete  the  difcipline  of  .the 
volunteers.  HeconfefTed  that  he  had  heard  with  much  ado- 
nifhment  an  aflertion  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  the  volunteers  had  not  now  to  learn  their 
buGnefs.  For  his  own  part,  he  would  not,  as  feme  people 
weredifpofed  to  do,  affirm  that  the  difcipline  of  the  volun- 
teers was  altogether  negleAed.    He  knew  that  many  corps 
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bad  mside  gve^t  progrefis  io  difcipHne  ;  but  to  hold  out  thtg 
idea  that  any  officer,  non  commiffioned  ofBcer,  or  pcivate  in 
any  volunteer  corps  h)d  not  much  to  learn,  was  nothing 
Aort  of  a  moft  unju(lifiable  attempt  to  impofe  on  the  pubjict 
He  muil  fet  his  face  againft  fuch  a  dodrine  ;  for,  if  it  were 
aded  on,  the  country  muft  be  expofed  to  the  mod  dreadful 
dangers.  He  knew  what  the  volunteers  would  do  if  perfefi- 
^  in  their  difcipline  ;  and  therefore  he  (hould  fupport  every 
mea&xre  which  had  in  view  the  encouragement  of  as  great 
a  Dinnber  as  poflibl^  of  them  to  enter  for  a  time  on  aaual 
fervice. 

Mr.  Torke  faid.  it  was  owing  to  a  miftake  that  the  corps 
in  the  north  did  not  receive  the  guinea  when  they  werecallecj^ 
out  laft  year ;  but  it  certainly  would  be  p^id,  and  the  com- 
manding ofEcer  would  have  to  lay  it  out  according  to  his  dlif^ 
cretioQ  in  purchafing  necefiaries  for  the  men,  returning  thp 
overplus  to  them. 

Air.  Sturges  i9unt€  was  in  favour  of  an  explanation  of 
the  claufe,  by  which,  in  its  prefent  form,  no  pai;t  of  the 
ailowance-to  be  given  to  VQlunteers  entering  on  permanent 
duty  was  to  be  paid  in  money.    He  conceived  that  it  was 
qjiite  impoflrble  jto  deny  that  this  was  in  hSt^dirtd  attctnpt 
to  millify  the  whole  cUufe.    The  claufe  w^s  formed  foir 
At  exprefs  purppfe  of  holding  out  encouragement  to  offer; 
«f  immediate  (eivice ;  yet  on  the  very  7th  of  the  prefent 
iponth,  after  the  claufe  wjis  jntrpd^ced,  the  Secretary  of  S:at^ 
had  ilTued  inftruSionp  thai  the  guinea  fliould  be  applied  fqlcr 
ly  to  the  purchafe  of  n^ceQkries,  and  among  the  reft  of  gieaj^ 
coats  for  the  individvials  entering  on  duty.    The  voluotecj 
was  to  receive  no  coippen(gtion  fpr  his  lofs  of  wages ;  but 
io  return  he  is  to  be  furpiihed  with  a  great  cpat  I    But  hoir 
is  it  that  he  is  to  be  furntfhed  with  this  necefiary  ?    He  could 
ftate  that  the  price  of  a  great  coat  was  frpm  ass.  to  23s.  \ 
that  in  many  in  (lances  the  price  was  greater,  and  in  no  calj: 
was  it  lefsthan  i6s.    Independent  then  of  the  greatcoat, 
what  inducement  had  the  volunteers  to  enter  on  permanent 
fervice  ?    Why  they  abfolutely  had  none  as  the  claufe  at  pre- 
fent flood.    The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  howev^, 
fecmed  now  to  think  that  the  volunteers  had  got  difciplia^ 
fufficient,  and  t)ial  the  additional  exercife,  which,  in  the 
firft  in&ance,  the  claufe  was  framed  to  encourage,  was  realty 
altogether  unoeceflary.    lit  had  told  the  Houfe  in   dire^ 
terms,  that  they  had  learnt  their  bufineft,  and  that  therefore 
UtAre  was  ao  ufe  in  g;iriiig  them  any  additional  allowance  to 
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cncourac^  them  to  greater  accuracy  in  thcir^miiitary  evolu« 
ttans.  The  faA  was,  that  this  (latement  was  totally  incor- 
red.  Gefittemen  would  fee  a  great  approximation  to  perfec- 
tion of  difcipline  in  the  corps  of  the  metropolis  ;  but  this  was 
no  criterion  for  the  difcipline  of  the  volunteers  throughout 
the  country.  He  could  (late  from  his  own  perfonal  know- 
ledge, that  very  many  of  them  were  backward  in  their  difci- 
pline, though  this  arofe  from  no  fault  on  their  part.  It  was 
bat  lately  that  they  had  received  their  arms,  and  ftill  more, 
lately  that  they  had  been  fupplied  with  ammunition.  The 
feafon  of  the  year  had  likewife  prevented  their  exercife,  an4 
it  was  now,  whenaclaufe  was  introduced  to  encourage  thejr 
entering  on  adual  fervice  for  a  Ihort  time,  that  Minifters 
again  threw  obftades  in  the  way  of  fo  important  an  objed« 
In  their  juftification,  they  had  contended  that  as  twenty.four 
ihoufand  volunteers  entered  on, permanent  duty  without  re- 
ceiving the  guinea  now  propofed  to  be  given,  the  fame  zeal 
would  make  its  appearance  at  the  prelent  moment.  The 
truth  of  this  inference  he  vould  not  for  a  moment  admit. 
He  begged  the  Houfe  to  coniider  the  difference  of  circuin- 
ftaflces.  At  that  time  MioiHers  held  out  to  the  voltmteers 
and  the  country,  that  a  moft  formidable  attack  was  daily 
menaced  by  the  enemy.  But  v«;hat  was  now  their  language? 
The  Houfe  beard,  only  a  few  days  fince,  of  the  idle  panic 
of  invaiion,  of  the  Mufquito  fleet  of  the  enemy,  of  the  ira- 
prafiicability  of  making  any  defcent  on  our  fhore.  It  was 
no|  eafy  to  believe  that  without  fome  inducement  (he  vor 
lunteers  would  now  therefore  come  forward  with  the 
fame  degree  of  aracrity  which  they  had  formerly  difplayed. 
TIjey  would  be  ready,  if  a  landing  of  the  enemy  took  place, 
to  fly  to  their  pofts  and  repel  the  invader.  They  would 
nf>;,  however^  enter  with  cheerfulnefs  on  adual  fervice 
r.ow,  uniefs  they  got  a  compcnfation  for  their  lofe  of  wages 
and  their  labour.  'I*he  allowance  of  a  guinea  did  give  them 
(bat  compenfation,  and  therefore  he  ilioulU  certainly  fup* 
port  any  propofition  for  giving  the  allowance  in  money. 
The  bon.  Member  concii^ed  by  (hewing  that  there  was  no 
analogy  betwixt  the  guinea  expended  in  ncceflaries  fi^r  the 
regulars  and  militia  when  entering  on  a£lual  fervice,  and 
the  guinea  to  be  allowed  to  the  volunteers^.  In  the  one 
cafe  ilie  fervice  was  compulfury  ;  in  the  other  it  could  not 
be  forced,  and  it  was  to  hold  out  encouragement  to  volua" 
teers  to  undertake  it,  that  the  guinea  wa^  to  be  afforded. 
Aff.  Ofierng  concurred  in  the  fame  opinion. 

Vol.  II.  1803  4.  C  c  Mr. 
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Mr.  Pin  faidy  if  he  had  undcrftood  the  infiru^ioite  fent 
round  ky  the  Secretary  of  State  according  to  the  conftro^ion 
now  put  upon  them»  he  would  not  have  troubled  the  Houfe 
about  it,  but  certainly  that  was  not  the  way  in  which  they  were 
generally  underftood.  He  was  perfedly  fatisfied  with  the  ex- 
,  planation  he  had  heard,  and  (hould  ad  accordingly  ;  but  be 
fubmitted,  wlietlier  it  might  not  be  proper  that  fome  means 
Au>u]d  be  taken  of  informing  others  who  might  have  under- 
ftood the  inftruflions  as  he  had  done,  and  who  had  not  the,  ad* 
vantage  of  hearing  the  explanation  which  had  been  given.  He 
would  not  fay  any  more  upon  that  fubje£^,  but  he  wifhed  to  do 
away  a  mifconftruftion  which  had  been  put  upon  what  had 
fallen  from  hhn.  It  had  been  reprefented  as  if  he  wtlbed  that 
the  guinea  (hould  be  given  to  the  men  as  foon  as  they  were 
called  out,  in  order  that  they  might  fpend  it  in  drunkenncfs  and 
debauchery.  He  had  never  faid  that  he  wiOied  the  money  to 
be  paid  to  the  man  as  foon  as  he  was  called  out. .  It  might  be 
paid  to  him  after  the  time  for  which  he  was  called,  out  was 
expired,  or  it  might  be  paid  to  him  in  different  portions  during 
the  time  he  was  out.  He  (bould  therefore  propose  that  the 
money  Hiould  be  paid  to  the  men  within  one  month  after  they 
were  called  out,  or  fooner,  if  the  commanding  officer  fiiouM 
judge  neceflary.  It  had  been  faid,  that  it  was  always  in- 
tended that  the  money  (hould  be  laid  out  in  neceflaries,  and 
particularly  for  great  coats  ;  but  this  could  hardly  be  the  cafe 
confidently  with  the  other  provifions  of  the  bill,  becaufe  it  was 
jpropofed  that  the  man  (hould  only  receive  a  proportion  of  the 

Sinea^  according  to  the  time  he  was  out,  for  inftance,  feven 
illings  for  one  week.  ,  But  if  the  money  was  to  be  lajd  out 
in  the  purchafe  of  a  greatcoat,  it  would  not  be  very  eafy  to 
purchafe  a  great  coat,  which  would  coft  at  thfe  loweft  i6s.  out 
of  feven  (hillings,  and  to  pay  the  overplus  to  the  man.  In  the 
cafe  of  invafion  he  did  not  think  the  money  ought  to  be  paid 
'  4n  the  firft  inflance  to  the  men,  becaufe  then  they  were  called 
out  compulforilv,  and  for  an  unlimited  time ;  biit  the  cafe  was 
very  different  when  it  was  an  objedl  to  induce  men  to  go  out 
in  order  to  improve  thcmftlves  in  their  difcipline. — Mr.  Pitt 
concluded  with  moving  an  amendment  to  the  claufe,  the  ob-> 
jed  of  which*  was,  that  the  commanding  officer  Ihould  pay  the 
guinea  to  the  man  within  orte  month  after  he.  was  called  out 
on  permanent  duty,  orfooner  if  he  (hould  judge  necefifaty. 

Mr,  G.  Fanfitiart  oppofed  the  amendment. 
'"  Gtneral  Maitland  fuggcfted  a  difficulty,  that  individuals  in 
want  of  the  moft  elTcntial  neceffarics,  wouU  not  apply  the 
mon*'y  fo  received  to  the  purchafe  of  them.     They  would 
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thus  be  altogether  nnfit  for  fervicc.  Infleid  of  improving  in 
difciplifie,  they  would  only  wafte  their  time  in  vice  and  dif* 
fiparicn* 

Mr.  P,  CariW  was  quite  adverfe  to  the  accumulaticti  of  al- 
lowances to  Voltmtccrs.  We  ought  to  depend  on  the  zeal  and 
energy  of  the  people,  independent  of  fuch  expcniive  allow-  , 
ances.  If  thofe  allowances  were  thus  extended,  the  volunteer 
fyftcm  would  be  a  caufe  of  the  weaknefs,  inftead  of  the  confo- 
lidabon  of  the  ftrength  of  the  country.     '  • 

Mr,  JV.  Dundas  conceived  it  to  be  highly  neccffary,  that 
the  money  fhould  he  paid  to  the  men  as  an  inducement  to  them 
to  go  upon  permanent  duty  ;  and  as  to  the  obje<5iton  which 
had  been  made«  that  the  men  might  want  neceflaries  before 
the  expiration  of  the  month,  there  was  nothing  in  the  amend* 
ment  of  his  right  honourable  Friend,  that  would  prevent 
a  part  of  the  money  Wmg  advanced  before  the  month  was 
expired, 

Mr.  Hobhoufi  fupported  the  claufe  as  it  (lood*  The  object 
of  it  was  by  means  of  a  bounty  to  induce  the  volunteers  to  af- 
femble  and  perform  milirary  duty,  with  a  view  to  improve 
diem  in  difcipline.  It  was  contended,  that  if  the  guinea,  or 
any  part  of  it,  were  given,  not  in  money,  but  in  **  neceflaries,'*" 
it  wa$  abfurd  to  talk  any  longer  of  a  bounty.  But  he  (Mr.  H.) 
thought  that  there  was  no  force  in  this  argument,  'If  a  great 
coat,  which  in  inclement  weatlicr  was  ufeftil  to  a  foldier,  or 
anyotiier  neceflary  were  purchafed  for  a  volunteer,  it  was  his 
own  propeny,  and  in  that  fenfe  it  was  as  much  a  bounty,  as  if 
the  value  of  it  were  given  in  coin.  It  Ibould,  alfo,  be  recol- 
k&ed  that  a  bounty  in  fpecie  would  foon  be  fpent,  and  foon 
fargotten ;  whereas  the  volunteer,  as  long  as  any  ferviceable 
article  of  cloathing  lafted,  would  be  conftantly  reminded  of  the 
generofity  with  which  he  was  treated  by  the  ftate.  He  was, 
therefore,  for  giving  the  guinea,  either  the  whole,  or  in  part  as 
occafion  might  require,  in  neceflaries,  becaufe  fuch  a  difpofai 
of  it  was  not  only  a  bounty,  but  a  more  durable  fpecies  of 
bounty,  with  the  addition  of  this  advantage,  namely,  that  by  ' 
affifting  in  the  equipment  for  the  field,  it  tended  ro  promote 
the  very  oHjedt  of  the  cfaufe,  which  was  introduced  for  the 
fake  of  pcrtcfting  the  volunteer  corps  in  difcipline.  His  right 
hon.  Friend  below  him  (the  Chanccllbr  of  the  Exchequer) 
had  ohferved  that,  the  guinea  being  given  on  the  day  of  aflem- 
Wing,  it  would  be  expended  in  drink  and  other  improper  me- 
thods ;  and  until  tlie  lad  (hilling  was  gone,  rarely  a  man  would 
be  feen  on  the  parade.  To  this  remark  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man under  the  gallery  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  replied,  that  it  was  not 
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his  plan  to  beftow  the  guinea  on  the  firftday  of  aflembling, 
but  it  might  be  given  either  in  parts  during  the  time  they  >?ere 
embodied,  or  the  whole  might  be  kept  back  until  the  dated 
period  of  the  Service  was  expired.  Did  this  anfwer  remove  the 
objeAion  of  his  right  hon.  Friend?  F&r  from  it.  It  was  foffi* 
cient  for  the  individual  that  he  knew  he  was  to  receive  a 
guinea  before  he  returned}  home.  If  it  were  paid  to  him  the 
^rftday  he  made  his  appearance  on' parade,  he  would  depoGt 
ready  money  for  his  conviviality  and  jollity  ;  if  his  receipt  of 
it  were  poftponed,  he  would  f{)end  it  by  -anticipation,  and  be 
jovial  upon  credit.  For  this  reafon  he  thought  that  the  right 
h^on.  Gentleman  had  not  been  fuccefsful  in  repelling  the  ob* 
fervation  of  bis  right  hon.  Friend,  an  obfervation  to  which 
there  was  no  anfwer,  and  which  Teemed  to  have  been  received 
hy  the  Houfe  with  all  the  weight  which  it  deferved.  He  con- 
cluded with  expreffing  a  hope  that  no  alteration  in  the  ciaufe 
would  be  allowed  » 

Mr.  H,  Lafcellts  approved  of  the  amendment,  and  con- 
tended that  it  would  not  prevent  the  commanders  of  corps  from 
laying  out  the  money  in  the  purchafe  of  neceijaries  for  the  men 
if  it  was  applied  for.  It  was  really  impoffible  that  men  could 
be  expected  toxrome  out  unlefs  they  had  (bme  compenfation  for 
their  lofs  of  time. 

Mr.  H'tley  Addingion  oppofed  it.  He  acquainted  the 
Houfe,  that  in  the  corps  which  he  commanded,  the  whole 
expence  of  the  drefs  was  not  more  than  twenty-three  fliil- 
lings.  To  induce  the  men  cheerfully  to  wear  this  drefs,  the 
officers  were  drefled  fimilar  in  all  refpefts.  It  was  not  true 
that  great  coats  coil  twenty-three  ana  twenty-four  fhillings. 
In  the  corps  he  had  the  honour  to  command,  the  great  cbats^ 
which  were  very  ftrong,  warm,,  and  ferviceable,  coft  only 
thirteen  fliiillngs.  Great  coats  and  other  articles  muft  be 
procured  for  corps,  and  he  thought  that  in  no  way  could  the 
allowance  of  the  guinea  be  better  applied. 

Mr.  Canning  faid,  that  the  guinea  which  was  to  be  al- 
.  lowed  to  tlie  volunteers  who  orfered  then-  fervices  foY  per- 
manent  duty,  had  been  very  improperly,  in  his  opinion, 
compared  with  the  marching  guinea  allowed  to  the  regulars 
9nd  to  the  militia.  With  regard  to  the  latter,  when  they 
^ere  ordered  to  march,  it  was  not  optional  in  them  to 
march  or  not,  they  were  bound  to  do  it ;  but  the  cafe  was 
very  different  with  regard  to  the  volunteers.  You  could 
not  compel  the  volunteei-s  to  offer  their  fervices  for  perma* 
nent  dgty,  and  therefore  the  guinea  was  given  to  them  as 
an  inducement  to  them  to  go  out.  It  then  became  necef. 
.  Ikry 
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^tj  to  coi^fidec  whether  it  would  be  a  greater  inducement 
to  a  itiao  10  tell. him  that.the  guinea  niuft  at  alt  events  be 
laid  but  ia  necei&aes  for  hiixi,  or  to  give  him  his  choice  to 
have  either  the  money  or  the  neceiTarics ;  becaufe  the 
commandiag  officer  was  not  reftrifted  by  this  amendment 
from  laying  out  the  money  laneceiFaries,  if  the  man  wi(hfid 
it.  But  it  i'eemed  tu  him  abfuid  to  contend  that  the  money 
muft  be  laid  out  in  necefTaiics,  and  particularly  in  great 
coats.  S^uppofe  a  man  was  only  out  a  weeki  ia  which  <:afe 
he  would  be  only  entitled  to  feven  ihillings  of  the  guinea ; 
fucha  man,  Ixe  fuppofed,  ioftead  of  a  great  coat,  would 
only  have  a  fpencer.  If  be  was  out  only  4  fortnight,  then 
he  would  have  a  fpcncer  with  one  ikivt ;  and  if  he  (laid  the 
whole  three  weeks,  then  he  was  to  have  a  whole  great  coat. 
It  had  been  faid,  tfiat  there  were  many  aiciclesc  which  it  was 
abfolutely  neceflTary  that  thefe  corps  fhiUild  have  ;  and  it 
was  aiked^  •*  Who  were  to  pay  for  them  ?"  His  anfwer 
was,  **  The. Public."  If  the  f^rvices  of  thefe  men  were 
cflential  to  the  public  fafety,  thefe  articles  Iboujd  undoubt- 
edly be  furnifhed  at  the  public  cxpence. 

The  Secretary  af  War  defended  the  claufe  as  it  ori- 
ginally ftood  in  the  bill,  and  thought  the  amendment  un* 
oeceflary.  He  faid  that  upon  the  general  qbfervations 
which  bad  b^en. made  upon  economy,  the  queflion  ftood 
thus :  Whethei*  the  volunteer  who  went  out  oa  permanent 
lervice  was  to  be  allowed  the^  .great  coat  ^nd  other  necef- 
^es,  and  alfo  the  marching  guinea  ?  If  tliis  was  intended, 
then  Gentlemen  (hould  <:ome  forward,  and  avow  this  us 
their  intention,  for  their.arguments  went  to  that,  extent,  al- 
though they  had'  never  yet  avowed  it.  The  only  queftioa 
^o  reality  was,  whether  it  was  advifeable  that  a  volunteer 
who  came  thus  forward  upon  permanent  duty,  (houid  have 
the  bounty  in  money  or  in  a  number  of  neceiTaries  to  bo 
provided  for  him  according  to  the  difcretion  of  his  com* 
mander;  which  of  thefe  two  modes  was  likely.to.be  tha 
moft  efFeftual  and  truly  beneficial  to  the  corps  who  ikould 
come  out  ?  He  was  of  opinion  that  providing  the  volunteer 
with  theie  neceiTaiies.  was  likely  \o  be  the  moft  efTeftual 
and  beneficial  for  the  volunteer,  and  fof  that  res|fon  he  was 
in  favour  of  the  original  claufe  i&fid  againft  the  araendment ; 
and  he  illuftraied  this  by  obfervipg,  that  an  individual  vo- 
lunteer when  called  out  on  .the  fudden,  might  he  at  a.iofs 
to  procure  at  once  t hole  neceflliries  of  which- he  might  he 
in  need,  and  he  .might  be  made  to  pay  extravagantly  for 
them  \  whereas  the  comnaand^:^  by  buyihg  a  great  number 
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together,  might  have  them  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  the  man 
woui4  ilf  this  cafe  be  fure  to  be  provided  with  them  at  alt 
events,  whereas  if  he  had  the  money,  he  might  be  placed 
in  a  fituation  in  which  he  might  i^ot  have  them  at  all.  Nor 
Was  this  any  hardfhip  at  all  on  thofe  who  were  completely 
e(|aipped,  for  in  that  cafe  they  would  have  the  guineai  for 
it  was  a  bounty  at  all  events  to  be  advanced  to  every  volun- 
teer who  thus  came  forward  upon  permanent  duty. 

Mr.  C*  IV.  JVyrme  thought  it  was  neceflary  the  volunteers 
(hogld  be  provided  with  what  would  render  their  fervices 
efficient ;  but  he  did  not  know  if  it  was  the  optniop  of  mi- 
litary men  that  great  coats  were  abfolutely  neceflary.  • 

General  Grofvenor  faid,  he  never  was  an  advocate  for 
this  guinea  at  all :  it  was  one  out  of  two  guineas  to  be  al* 
lowed  to  the  volunteer,'  and  he  fhould  vote  for  its  being  laid 
out  as  propofed  by  the  original  claule,  and  not  as  propofed 
by  the  amendment 

Mr.  Rofe  thought  the  principal  objeft  to  be  confidered 
was,  that  which  was  moft  likely  to  optrate  as  an  induce- 
ment with  men  to  come  forward  upon  permanent  duty,  and 
make  themfeives  better  fit  to  meet  the  enemy  by  fuperior 
difcipline  to  what  they  p6flcflcd  at  prefent.  In  that  view 
of  the  cafe,  he  was  inclined  to  think,  that  the  guinea  vvould 
have  a  better  effeft,  generally  fpeaking,  than  the  cloaths,' 
and  that  determined  him  for  the  amendment.  He  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  Mr*  H.  Addington  refpefting  cheap  cloathing  : 
he  could  have  wifhed,  if  thefe  ideas  had  been  correA,  to 
know  the  diredion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  taylor : 
but  the  truth  was,  the  expence  of  cloathing  had  been  much 
underrated,  for  he  knew  from  an  infpeSor  general  of  a  dif- 
trifi,  who  was  as  great  an  enemy  to  foppery  as  any  man  in 
the  fcrvicc,  that  the  loweft  penny  at  which  a  volunteer's 
cl6athing  could  be  purchafed  was  thirty-two  fhillings.  He 
anfwered  the  objection  to  this  guinea  being  a  bad  precedent 
in  the  way  of  pay  to  the  volunteers,  by  obfcrving  that  it  was 
not  in  the  nature  of  pay,  but  bounty. 

Mr,  Jeffery  reprobated  the  idea  of  great  coats  at  fuch  a 
low  price  as  had  been  mentioned  by  a  right  hon.  Gentle- 
roan  (Mr.  Hiley  Addington).  The  volunteers  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  would  be  afhamed  to  accept  of  any  fuch 
thing.  In  a  corps  with  which  he  waspaiticularly  connefted^ 
on  their  being  called  out  on  permanent  duty,  fome,  on  whofe 
difcrction  they  could  depend,  got  the  guinea  at  once ;  others, 
who  had  families,  were  paid  five,  fix,  or  feven  fhillings  at  a 
tixne.    He  had  the  pieafure  of  declaring,  at  the  fame  time* 
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that  wlitle  they  jpverc  out  not  a  fiiide  man  had  been  found 
dither  drunk  or  diforderly  in  any  refpeft  (a  loud  €ry  if  htaH 
hear  I). 

Mr.' K'innair J,  wu%  of  opinion  that  the  claufc^'as  it  flood 
in' the  bill  entrufted  too  much  to  the  difcretion  of  com^ 
tnanding  officers,  that  difficuhies  might  arife  from  the 
yaguenefs  with  which  it  was  exprefled.  What  were  reck«» 
ohed  neceifaries  in  on^  fenfe  might  not  be  reckoned  fo  in  m 
military  point  af  view.  In  law,  a  volunteer,  he  thought, 
iniglu  have  an  a£lion  againll  his  commanding  officer,  as  the 
bill  now  ilood,  for  providing  him  with  a  great  coat  in  place 
of  giving  him  the  money,  ,as  a  great  coat  in  ^  military  view 
might  not  be  reckoned  a  ncceflary.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
begged  leave  to  advert  aifo.  to  two  other  ambiguities  which 
be  wilhed  to  be  explained,  whether  the  guinea  was  to  be 
allowed  for  the  iiril  time  only,  of  being  called  our  on  per* 
liianent  duty,  and  whether  the  fum  to  be  voted  by  the  claufe 
was  two  or  three  guineas  ? 

Mr.  Butler  profeflcd  himfelf  a  friend  to  economy.  Had 
Adminiftratioo  attended  more  to  this  objeA  during  larft  war, 
jhc  country,  he  thought,  would,  have  felt  the  benefits  of 
it  at  the  prefent  moitient.  If  the  guine^  was  laid  out  in  ne* 
ceflarics  fo^  the  nien,  he  thought  it  would  be  ufefullv  fpent; 
but  if  not  laid  out  in  neceiTaries  the  reverfe  woula  be  the 
cafe.  But  he  obje^ed  to  the  amendment  propofed  on  ano- 
ther ground :  after  the  firft  guinea  had  been  given,  they 
might  not  improbably  be  called  on  for  another  to  fupply 
thofe  very  ncceffavies  that  yrere  at  prerenC  reckoned  un- 
necefTai  y,  and  of  which  a  great  coat  might  hot  unlikely  be 
the  iiift.  He  did  not  wifh  us  to  be  diore  expensive  than  ne- 
ceflary  in  the  prefent  conteft*  He  did  not  wifh  us  by  any 
ipecies  of  extravagance  to  fink  under  the  weight  of  that  arm 
tfftbich  we  had  raifed  up  for  our  defence.  • 

Mr,  Fonhlanque  did  not  think  it  at  all  proper  that  the  com* 
naanding  officer  fhould  have  it  in  his  power  to  difpofe  of  the 
guinea  at  his  difcretion*  At  all  events,  if  the  guinea  was 
intended  as  an  inducement,  he  did  not  think  that  this  mode 
of  difpofing  of  it  had  any  tendency  to  encouragement*  He 
did  not  think  the  great  coat,  which  had  been  fo  much  talked 
off  was  the  only  neceffary.  If  ^he  principle  on  which  that 
claafe  was  fouivded  was  of  any  vahie,  it  was  in  fo  far  only  as 
it  operated  as  an  incentive  to  the  alacrity  of  the  voltmteers ; 
but  tbeprovifo  with^hich  it  was  attended,  he  nieant  the 
^difcretionary  power  of  difpofing  of  it  lodged  in  the  com^ 
manding  officer,  we  t  to  deflroy  its  primary  tei^dency. 
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-   ThetJodKon  being  ♦put,  ^  iivlfion  >Vas  taltrf  fbi'i'ifvhtA 

ihc  nuhbers  appeared, 

For  Mr.  fttt*s  amendment    -     39 
Againftit      --.-..-'-    13 

Majorfty      34 
Several  other  clatffes  #ere  then  agreed  to  wftliout  op- 
5)ofiti6n. 

On  the  claufe  refpefting  the  number  of  days  neceflary  td 
attend  drilh  a  convcvfdtidn  took  place  between  Mr.  Laf- 
telles,  Mr.  Secretary  Ytn-ke,  Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Nicholas  Van- 
fittart,  Mr.  Phi,  Mr.  Wynne,  and  fevctal  diheris,  when  it 
Was  agf^d  to  as  an  amendment,  'on  the  motion  of  Mn 
N.  Vanfitiart,  that  no  abatement  (houM  be  allowed  to  maf- 
lers  on  account  of  the  abfcfice  of  fervants  on  days  of  drill, 
if  the  period  of  abfence  dfd  not  exceed  four  hours  ;  but  that 
an  abatement  (houldbe  th^de  in  proportibh  to  the  duration  of 
abfence  above  the  four  hours. 

Upon  the  claufe  refpeSing  the  payment  of  apprentices  for 
;itte;idance  at  drill,  Mr.  Calcraft  and  Mr.  Kinnaird  fpoke 
^gainft  it.  It  was,  however,  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment 
prcpofed  by  Mr.  Yorke,  exempting  from  the  operation  of 
the  claufe,  the  apprentices  belonging  to  the  mailers  of  mer- 
chant (hips,  or  any  trading  veffels.     . 

A  converfation  arofe  upon  the  claufe  which  goes  to  enable 
the  commanders  of  volunteer  corps  to  arred  volunteers  for 
mifcondudi  while  under  arms>  in  which  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  She- 
ridan, Mr/  Bragge,  and  Mr.  Giles,  took  part  \  and  it  was 
at  length  agreed  that  this  claufe  (hould  ftand  thus — <«  That 
volunteers  (hould  be  fubjed  to  arreft  by  their  commanding 
officers  for  any  mifcondud  committed  while  under  arms,  or 
while  armed  and  accoutred  on  their  progress  to  any  place  of 
cxercife  or  aflembly  of  the  corps." 

It!  the  courfe  of  the  difcufifion  of  this  amendment — 
Mr.  Dent  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  letter^ 
which  he  held  in  his  handi  and  which  he  had  received  in 
confequence  of  the  notice  he  had  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate  of  the  preceding  evening  of  the  Somerfet-houfe  corps 
of  volunteers.  Upon  this  fubjedt,  the  hon.  Member  obfcrved 
that  he  was  not  iherf  determined  whether  be  Ihould  proceed 
for  a  breach  of  privilege ;  but  perhaps  he  would  be  enabled 
lo  CQUed»  from  the  opinion  of  others,  how  it  would  be  moH 
proper  to  a£t,  after  he  (houM  read  the  letter  which  he  would 
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lake  occaflon  to  do  as  a  par^  of  his  fpeech.  The  honourable 
Gentleman  was  proceeding  xq  read  the  letter,  when 

The  Speaker  ftated,  that  unlefs  this  letter  had  reference  to 
the  fubjed  immediately  before  the  Houfe,!!  would  not  be  con- 
Client  with  order  to^introduce  it. 

Mr.  Tiertiey  exprcfled  his  regret  that  the  orders  of  the 
Houfe  (hould  prevent  the  hon.  Gentleman  from  offering  an/ 
obfervations  he  might  have  to  fubmit  refpe£tiog  the  corps 
lie  had  alluded  to. 

The  report  of  the  bili  having  been  agreed  to, 

J/r.  Secretary  Torke  propofed  the  following  additional 
claufes:  ift.  To  provide  for  the  care  of  volunteers*  arois  in 
Scotland,  ^d^  lb  dired  the  manner  In  which  clerks  ading 
for  the  meeting  of  general  lieutenancies,  &c.  in  that  country^ 
Ihall  be  rewarded  for  thdir  fervices.  3d,  A  claufe  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  obfetved,  had  been  left  out  by 
accident  in  the  former  ftages  of  the  bill ;  namely,  to  ex^ 
empt  from  toll  the  horfeS  of  volunteers,  in  their  progrefs  to» 
or  return  from  any  place  of  exercife.  4th,  To  enable  His 
Majefty  to  accept  the  future  fervices  of  any  volunteer  corps, 
or  to  dtfcontinue  the  fervices  of  any  corps  now  in  exiftence, 
or  any  part  thereof ;  alfo  to  authorize  the  Lord  Lieutenants  of 
coonttes,  or  fuch  other  perfons  as  his  Majefty  might  think 
proper  to  appoint,  to  fill  up  and  Hgn  commillions  for  any  fuch 
ciM^ps.  5th,  That  volunteers  (hould  be  exempted  from  the 
horfe  and  hair  powder  taxes.  6thyTodeclare  that  no  Member 
of  Parliament  who  flibuld  accept  acomniiflion  in  ^ny  volun- 
teer corps  fliould  thereby  vacate  his  feat.  7th,  To^dapt  the 
hair-powder  and  horfe  tdx  exemptions  to  the  confolidation 
tax  a£k  of  the  laft  feilions,  by  which  it  is  provided  that  volun- 
teers are  to  enjoy  fuch  exemptions  only  while  they  attend 
their  refpefiive  corps.  Sth,  To  enable  the  Deputy  Lieute- 
nants of  counties  to  apportion  the  quota  of  men  to  be  baU 
lotted  for  the  militia,  or  any  other  defcription  of  force,  ac* 
cording  to  the  number  of  volunteers  in  each  hundred^  parilh^ 
or  place,  within  their  refpedive  counties. 

Upon  the  4th  claufe,  fome  remarks  were  made  by  Mr. 
Rofe ;  and  from  the  reply  of  Mr.  Yorke,  it  appeared  that  the 
appoinimcnt  of  volunteer  officers  is  in/utureto  be  oi\  the 
foottiig  nearly  of  that  of  the  militUy  namely,  that  every 
coaimiiEoa  (ball  receive  his  Majqfty^s  approbation,  previous 
to  its  final  execiujon. 

Tile  Ait^rmy^Gewcai  tote,  to  propofe  a  clau(e  to  which  he 
hoiked  tt9  oh^H^foa  would  be  i^fFered,   as  it^  only  purpofe  was 
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to  prevent  any  fuch  riot  or  diflurbance  among  the  ToTnmeers 
as  Pome  Gentlemen  Teemed  To  much  to  apprehend /and  againft 
which,  although  he  did  not  think  it  by  any  means  fo  likely  to 
arife  as  thofe  Gentlemen  did,  he  ftiH  thought  it  rcry  pru« 
dent  to  guard.  For  this  he  meant  to  provide  by  propofing, 
that  the  puniQiment  of  any  fuch  riot  fiiould  b^  prompt,  and 
with  the  vievr  to  that,  the  obje£l  of  the  claufe  be  had  to  Tub- 
mit  vfzs,  to  take  away  in  fuch  cafes  tlie  power  which  de- 
fendants had,  upon  indifiments  for  mifdemeanoiSv  acconl* 
Fng  to  the  prefent  procefs,  to  put  off  their  trials.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  took  occafion  to  allude  to  the  riot  at  Chef* 
ler,  of  which  fo  much  had  been  faid,  and  ftated,  that  Gen- 
tlemen were  miftaken  !f  they  imagined  that  becaufe  the  ordi* 
nary  courfe  of  law  had  delayed  the  trial  of  the  pcrfons  imi- 

filicated  in  that  tranfadion,  that  therefore  it  was  intended  to 
uffer  their  condud  to  efcape  legal  invefiigation. 

Mr,  Canning  had  no  obje£lion  to  the  nature  of  this  claufct 
but  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  and  candour  of  the.  right  bon. 
Gentleman,  whether,  as  it  propofed  fo  material  an  alteration 
in  the  bill  before  the  Houle,  it  would  be  ri^ht  to  prefs  the 
difcuilion  at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  he  had  no  wifh  to  prefs  the  mo- 
tion at  prefent,  but  defired  it  to  be  underdood  that  he  wotsldf 
unlefs  his  mind  Aould  change  in  the  interim,  1)ring  forward 
this  claufe  as  a  rider  to  the  bid  on  the  third  readine. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  approved  of  the  principle  ofthe  claufe* 
and  wiflied  it  to  be  made  general,  and  not  confined  to  this  bill 
merely,  as  he  was  of  opinion  that  no  good  refulted  from  the 
prefent  procefs  of  the  law  with  refpeA  to  trials  for  mifde* 
meanors. 

The  Attorney  General  replied,  that  much  diiEculty  and  in- 
convenience would  arife  in  the  detail,  from  the  extenCon  of 
this  principle  as  propofed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  that 
confideration  he  was  afTured  had  prevented  his  predeceflbrs  in 
office  from  fubmitting  the  propofition  to  Parliament,  al- 
though often  fuggefted  to  them.  However^'  if  upon  further 
examination  the  thing  (hould  appear  to  1>e  defirable,  he  would 
apply  for  the  afHdance  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  forming 
a  fuitable  meafure. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrofTed,  and  Mr.  Yorke  pro- 
pofed that  it  ihould  be  read  a  third  lime  on  Thurfday,  as  it 
.  was  defirable  that  it  (hould  go  through   the  Houfe  with  all 
convenient   expedition,  in  order  that  it   Ihould  pafs  both 
'Houfe   and  receive  the  royal  aflent  before  the  holidays. 
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Mr.  fFpmrzvA  Mr,  Canning  wiflied  the  bill  to  be  prfnicd, 
and  that  the  third  reading  (hquld  be  farther  poftponed. 

Mr.  SheriJan  thought  that  time  (hould  be  afforded  to  Gen- 
tlemen to  confider  the  new  claufes. 

Mr,  Torke  Taid,  that  though  he  had  had  the  honour  of  Tub* 
mitting  manj  additional  daufes  to  the  Houfe  that  night,  ihere 
^wete  none  of  them  a6iuaHy  new.  The  principle  of  every; 
oneof  thens  had  already  been  amply  difcuiTed. 

The  Chancellor  $fthe  Exchequer  confidering  that  any  delay 
wouU  be  fnjufious  that  could  be  avoided  on  thiis  occafiony  as 
it  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  that  the  bill  (bould  pafs  be* 
fore  the  recefs,  moved,  that  It  (houU  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Thiirfday.    Ordered  accordingly. 

L$rd  G.  L.  Gewer  wt(hed  to  know,  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke)  had  yet  fixed  upon  any  day  to  bring 
forward  the  motion,  of  which  he  had  given  a  general  notice 
the  preceding  day^  with  refpeftto  the  mode  of  recruiting  the 
regular  army,  &c. 

'  Mr,  Tirke  anfwcred  in  the  negative,  and  that  he  could  not 
yet  fix  upon  any  particular  day,  as  it  would  be  previoufly  ne- 
cellkry  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fubje£t  by  a 
ineflage  from  his  Majefiy. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  difpoTed  of,  and  tlie 
Houfe  adjourned  till  the  next^day*  ' 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  2l. 

Counfet  were  again  heard  refpefiing  the  appeal,  Fleming 
V,  Abercromby.  After  which  their  LordAiips  adjourned  the 
further  hearing  of  the  cafe  till  Friday. 

The  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their  refpec- 
tive  fiages  ;  chiedy  third  readings*  Amongft  thefe  were  the 
Irifh  revenue  bill,  the  lri&  countervailing  duties  bill,  the 
Irifh  malt  duty  bill,  and  the  hides  and  tallow  imporutioa 

Several  private  bills  were  read  a  third  time,  andpaifed. 

Ap  officer  ffom  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland  pre- 
fented  certain  documents  relative  to  the  pending  appeal 
caufe,  Redington  v.  Redington,  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Adjourned. 

P  d  2  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,    M4RCH  21. 

Dr.  Cray,  from  the  BritiOi  Mureum*  prefented  the  ac* 
counts  voted  a  few  d'ys  ago  by  the  Houfeof  Commons: 
thev  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  reports  of  the  fugar  warehoufing  bill  and  the  expir- 
ing laws  bill  were  brought  up  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bills 
were  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftated  at  the  bar,  that  his 
Majcfty  had  been  waited  upon  with  feveral  addrefles  of  that 
Hi)ure,  that  his  Majefty  had  received  them  gracioufly,  and 
had  been  pleafed  to  fay  he  would  give  diredions  accordingly. 

LISKBARD  IlLECTIOK. 

Mr,  JVm,  Dundas  rofe  in  his  pjace,  and  dated  that  the  pa- 
per which  he  held  in  his  hand  was  of  fo  Angular  a  nature,  and 
that  the  complaint  which  it  contained  from  Mr.  Huikiflbn 
was  attended  with  fuch  peculiar  circumftances,  that  he  /elt  it 
expedient  to  confult  the  Houfe  what  kind  of  motion  was  ne- 
ceiTary  in  order  to  obtain  the  redrftfs  which  the  cafe  required. 
A  double  return,  or  what  might  be  confidered  at  firil  fight 
as  a  double  return,  had  been  made  for  the  borough  of  Lif- 
keard.  in  Cornwall.  The  mayor  of^that  borough  had  returned 
Mr.  HufkifTon  as  the  Member  duly  eleded;  but,  on  that 
Gentleman's  coming  up  to  the  Houfe,  he  found  there  was  a 
double  return,  and  therefore  could  not  take  his  feat.  While 
this  petition,  therefore,  went  tocotnplain  ofa  double  return, 
the  fad)  was,  that  there  was  no  double  return,  but  merely  a 
piece  of  parchment  in  oppofition  to  this  petition,  purporting 
to  be  a  return  from  the  returning  officer,  without  cither  the 
fignature  or  feal  of  that  returning  officer,  who  was  the  mayor 
of  the  place,  who  bad  preVioufly  figned  Mr.  HufkifTun's  re- 
turn, and  therefore  it  was  nothing  more  than  a  mere  nullity. 
He  wifhed  to  a(k  the  Houfe,  the  hon.  Gentleman  faid,  if  an 
under  (heriflpfliould  have  it  in  his  power,  by  illicit  and  unwar- 
rantable praftices,  to  prsvenf  Members  duly  defied  from 
coming  tip  io  the  Houfe,  or  to  prevent  the  Houfe  being  filled 
as  the  interefls  of  the  country  required  ?  It  was  for  the 
Houfe  to  confider  if  they  would  permit  officers  of  this  de- 
fcription  to  impofe  upon  them  by, any  arbitrary  ads  which 
went  to  impede  the  public  bufinefs.  -  I'he  return  inqueftiort 
was  certainly  not  a  double  return  \  he  wiQied  therefore  to 
know  undpr  what  defcription  of  return  it  could  properl/ be 
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clafled;  «od  what  were  the  deps  neceflary  4o  be  taken  to  ob- 
tain  the  redrefs  required  ^ 

The  Speaker  dated  that,  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
Houfe*  it  was  not  certainly  in  the  power  of  any  Member  lo 
brifig  up  a  petition  in  regard  to  a  return,  unlefs  that  petition  . 
complained  of  an  undue  elediod.  if  the  prefent  petition 
was  of  that  defcription,  the  bon*  Member  might  bring  it  up 
according  to  the  ufual  form. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  up  the  petition. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  wifhed  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  explain 
wtiat  he  meant  by  a  mere  nullity,  as  he  did  not  completely 
uaderftand  the  circumflances  of  the  cafe. 

Mr.  IV.  Dundas  explained.  As  neither  the  name  nor  feat 
of  the  returning  officer  was  affixed  to  the  return  in  queflion, 
vhile  at  the  fame  time  it  purported  to  be  a  legal  return,  he 
thought  it  mud  be  neceflfarily  void,  and  therefore  a  nullity.    . 

Tht  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  of  opinion  that  the 
petition  ought  to  be  brought  up.  In  the  lad  eleAion  held  on 
the  9th  ind.  the  mayor  was  the  returning  officer,  while  the 
under  flieriflFpf  the  county  had  idiied  a  warrant  for  that  elec- 
tion. In  this  eledion  it  appeared,  that  7o  had  voted  for  the 
petitioner,  and  only  3  for  Mr.  T.  hheridan.  The  return  of 
the  mayor  was  of  one  nature,  by  which  the  petitioner  was  ac- 
knowledged as  fitting  Member;  whereas  the  OierifFon  the 
other  hand  had  annexed  a  fchedule,  by  which  Mr.  Thomas 
Sheridan  is  declared  duly  eledied,  but  the  fchedule  had  nei- 
ther the  feal  nor  fignature  of  the  faid  mayor. 

The  petition  was  then  brought  up  and  read.  It  dated, 
that  at  the  lad  eledion  for  the  borough  of  Lifkeard,  Mr. 
Hufkiflbn  and  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  were  candidates ;  that 
by  the  lad  decifion  of  the  Committee  of  the  Hotife  of  Com- 
mons, the  right  of'eledion  was  in  the  mayor' and  biygefles 
of  the  borough,  and  that  the  mayor  was  the  returning  officer; 
that  the  mayor  and  twenty  burgefTes  voted  for  Mr.  Hufkiflbn, 
and  only  three  burgeflcs  for  Mr.  T.  Sheridan,  and  that  Mr. 
Httflciflbn  was  therefore  declared  duly  eleded  and  returned  ; 
but  that  the  under  fiierifT,  Mr.  Damon,  had  annexed  to  his 
return  a  fecond  fchedule,  by  which  Mr.  T.  Sheridan  was  re* 
turned,  but  which  fchedule  had  neither  the  feal  nor  the  figna- 
lure  of  the  mayor,  and  therefore  the  petitioner  prayed  for  relief* 

Air.  PiiiXMt  it  appeared  from  the  fac^s  dated  in  the  peti. 
tion,  that  the  fiierifT  had  tranfmitted  only  one  return  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown,  but  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the 
Iloufe  could  proceed  to  take  any  deps  until  they  had  afcer- 
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trinetf  the  fads  of  the  cafe,  and  the  bed  way  would  be  to 
order  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  attend  urtlh  the  returns.  If 
Che  fa£k8  were  corredly  ftated,  there  was  one  complete  regu- 
lar return,  from  which  h  appeared  that  the  returning  officer 
had  executed  no  other  indenture.  It  alfo  appeared  thai  the 
Aeriff  had  received  from  fomebody  fomething  that  purported 
to  be  another  ;  not  fromr  another  perfon  cbtming  to  be  a 
returning  officer,  but  purporting  to  be  another  return  from 
the  fame  returning  officer,  but  neither  fealed  nor  figned  by 
him.  If  this  was  really  the  Hate  of  things,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  fheriflF  had,  in  fad,  made  but  one  return,  and  that  the 
perfon  To  returned  mud  take  his  feat.  But  fttU  the  other 
canjlidate  might  adopt  the  regular  means  of  afcertaining  his 
claim  by  presenting  t  petition,  the  merits  of  which  rouft  be 
decided  upon  by  a  Committee.  Suppofe  for  a  moment  that 
there  had  been  no  bther  candidate  but  Mr.  Sheiidan,  atwt 
that  there  was  no  other  return  but  that  one  which  was  now 
the  fubjefi  of  difcuffion»  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  upon 
fucb  return  he  could  not  take  his  feat.  If  then  this  return 
would  have  been  of  no  ufe  in  the  cafe  only  of  one  candidate, 
it  certainly  could  be  of  no  avail  againft  a  regular  return^ 
Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  the  regular  mode  of  proceed-, 
ing  would  be  to  order  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  attend  with 
the  returns,  and  then  the  Houfe  would  be  able  to  judge  who* 
ther  the  fafls  were  corredly  dated  or  not. 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  conceive  that  the  queftion  could  come 
with  any  propriety  before  the  Houfe  in  its  prefeni  (hape, 
whether  the  return  was  confidered  as  double  or  not.  The 
qoeflion  would  be  confldered  in  due  time  and  in  its  proper 
place  on  the  xoth  of  next  month.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
,  oppofite  (Mr.Pitt)  might  not  know,  perhaps,  of  this  proceed* 
ing,  oi  he  would  not,  he  was  perfuaded,  have  fupported  fMa 
meafure.  But  he  objcfled  alfo  to  the  form  in  which  this  pe- 
tition was  brought  up.  It  was  irregular,  he  Conceived,  that 
any  petition  (hould  be  prefented  by  a  nominee.  So  far  as  be 
could  be  fuppofed  to  be  intetefted^  indeed,  he  could  have 
wifhed  that  no  return  had  been  made,  as  the  circumftanccs 
ftood.  The  general  queftion  he  thought  it  was  incompetent 
for  the  Houfe  to  decide.  The  (hertiT  is  the  only  perfon 
known  to  the  Exchequer  or  tctthis  Houfe.  The  truth  was, 
there  was  no  fuch  perfon  known  to  the  Houfe  as  a  returning 
officer.  If  he  was  known  at  all,  he  was  known  only  through 
the  medium  of  the  flieriff,  who  was  the  perfon  officially 
known  to  the  Houfe  in  cafes  of  this  nature.   The  hon.  Gen* 
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tleftian  then  put  fisverai  cafes  in  Aipport  of  his  argumentt  and 
one  particularly  in  which  he  himfelt  had  been  concerned,  where 
the  quefikm  was  not  m  regard  to  tight,  but  with  refpedt  to  the 
conduA  of  the  returning  officer.  If  the  (herifFhad  done  wrong 
in  the  ioftance  now  before  the  Houfe,  there  were  other  modes 
of  puniAing  -his  mifcondud,  than  troubling  the  Houfe  bj 
irregubr  proceedings.  But  he  could 'not  help  thinking  th# 
fiieriff  ha4  done  perfeSly  right.  Whether  it  wasfo  or  not^ 
however,  would  appear  in  proper  time,  as  the  Houfe  had  aU 
rtadj  appointed  the  queftion  to  be  tried  on  the  loth  of  next 
aotfhy  as  he  had  already  mentioned.  It  was  not  a  queftion^ 
bs  thooght^  which  in  its  prefent  ftage  was  competent  for  the 
Hottfe. 

Air.  tV*  Dundas  declared  thitf  jiewas  ignorant  of  thesiataM 
of  the  ekdtOQ  in  qneftion,  but  that  he  bad  thought  it  iib 
duty  to  fiAaiit  the.  queftion  as  he  had  ibted  it  to  the  loonfido* 
ration  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  the  queftion  of  right  only  he 
had  pwty  and  not  who  was  «Atstied  to  ht  fitting  Member. 
Though  appointed  a  nominee  in  this  bofinefs,  he  couM  iKft 
fee  that  tteit  excluded  him'  from- preferring  the  general  que& 
tion,  which  he  thought  defenrcd  the  ^confideration  ol  the 
Houfe.  He  wiAed  ihe  queftion  to  rfeft  on  the  plain  indm  of 
thecafef  and  not  on  the  ingenutij  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
c«ient4>f  whioh  be  was  fufiiciently  sHvare  of..  The  acqtii* 
cfcence  of  the  returning  officer,  that  Gentleman  had  faid, 
was  not  neceflary  to-coc^itttte  a  legal  return.  Why  then  did 
The  retnm  in  queftion,  and  to  which  the  objedion  m%9 
made,  purport  to  be  the  return  of  the  returning  officer,  while 
at  the  fame  time  it  -was  neither  figned  nor  fealed  by  him  t 
He  flMift  conclude,  therefore^  that  it  was  a  low,  pitiful fraud-^ 
poffporting  to  be  what  it  really  was  not. 

J/r.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  the  firft  retom,  which  had 
been  in  favonr  of  Mr.  T.  Sheridan;  had  been  tendered  to  th6 
vnzjfit^  but  had  been  refufbd,  and  the  queftion  was,  if  the  au- 
thoaritf  of  a  retorning  officer  wasabfolutely  neceflary  to  con^ 
ftiiute  a  legal  return.  He  inftanced  a  cafe  where,  between 
the  expiration  irf"  a  new  charter,  no  authority  was  acknow* 
Mgcd,  and  the  return  was  made  without  the  authority  of  any 
retunung  officer. 

Jl/r,  fVm  Dundas  was  willing  to  admit  this  where  there  was 
no  returning  officer;  T>ut  infi(Mj  as  he  had  formerly  done, 
that  a  return  purporting  to  be  from  the  returning  officer,  and 
ai  the  (ame  time  bearing  neither  bis  (ignaiure  nor  feal,  could 
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be  confidertd  in  no  light  but  as  a  fraud,  and  a  wiflT  ib 
impofe  on  the  Houfe. 

The  Chancitlor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  if  this  return 
ihould  turn  out  to  be  as  it  had  been  ftated,  a  mere  nullity, 
then  the  Houfe  could  of  courfe  iromediately  decide  upon  it ; 
but  if  there  were  any  evidence  to  be  examined,  then  it  mufi 
be  referred  to  a  Committee.  He  wifhed  »i  prefent  not  to 
give  any  opinion  on  the  fubje£t»  or  prejudge  it  in  any 
manner. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to*  . 
:  Mr.  Pitt  moved,  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  (hould  at« 
tend  the  next  day  with  the  return^.  With  regard  co  what 
had  been  faid  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  about  double  returns, 
they  were  cafes  where  two  perfons  claimed  to  be  returning 
officers,  but  in  the  prefent  cafe  the  return  was  not  iigned  by 
a  perfom  clainiing  to  be  a  returning  officer,  nor  was  it  in  £i& 
fignedatall. 

Mr.  Burroughs  was  of  opinion  that  in  this  cafe  th6re  was 
only  one  return,  and  confequently  the  Houfe  could  decide 
upon  the  point  without  referring  it  to  a  Committee. 
I      Mr.  Pitt'5  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  meilage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  their 
Lordfhips  had  agreed  to  the  Iiilh  malt  duty  bill,  and  to 
the  feveral  other  Irilh  revenue  bills,  without  any  amend* 
meot. 

WAYS   AND  MEANS. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  to  confider  further  of  ways  and  means  for  raif* 
'ing  a  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty. 

1  he  order  being  read,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved,  that  the  account  of  the  difpofition  of  grants  of  Great 
^B^itain,  prefented  on  the  4tli  of  March  inftant,  be  referred 
to  the  faid  Committee.     Ordered. 

He  then  moved,  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair. 

The  Queftiob  being  put, 

Mr.  Dent  Was  proceeding  to  make  fome  obfervations  on 
the  promife  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  indemnify  bankers  and  other  commercial  perions 
who  had  received  dividends  for  others,*by  virtue  of  powers 
of  attorney,  from  certain  penalties  in  the  property  bill  for 
not  returning,  as  that  bill  required,  the  amount  of  aividends 
fg  received,  &c.  w(ien  he  was  informed  by 

The  Speaker^  tlntt  nothing  was  regular  upon  the  prefent 
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inotion»  etcept  that  which  might  be  urged  by  way  of  objec- 
tion to  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr-  I^^»t  ihcn  faid,  that  if  driven  to  that  courfe,  he  muft 
take  it,  and  objcft  to  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair,  until: at 
leaft  fome  explanation  was  given  to  fome  queftions  he  had 
put  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  it  was  informa- 
tion he  had  a  right  to  afk  in  the  common  courfe  of  bufinefs 
in  that  Houfe..  He  faid  it  referred  t©  the  fituatic^nof  all 
thofe  who  afted  as  agents  in  the  management  of  divi- 
dends, and  who  were  fo  circumftanced  as  to  demand  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe,  and  particularly  the  attentfon  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  for  if  the  Houfe  fliould  adjourn 
over  the  5th  of  April,  which  was  probable,  and  make  no  pro- 
vifion  on  this  fubje£),  thofe  bankers  and  others,  who  had  re-r 
ceivcd  dividends  for  others,  would  allof  them  be  fubjedt  to 
the  penalties  in  the  property  bill,  for  notreturning  an  ac- 
count of  the  amount  of  them  as  that  bill  required,  for  then 
four  quarters  of  the  tax  under  that  hill  would  be  due.  Not 
one  of  thofe  who  had  thus  received  dividends  for  others 
by  virtue  of  powers  of  attorney,  would  be  exempted  frpm 
the  penalties  in  the  property  aft  for  not  returning  the 
amount  of  fuch  dividends.  The  hardfhip  of  this  would  be 
enormous,  for  when  they  had  an  intercourfe  with  the 
Cdartcellor  of  the  Kxchequer  early  in  the  winter,  when  the 
difficulties  of  conforming  to  the  property  aft  began  to  be 
felt,  they  were  aflured  that  the  bill  would  be  amended  by  a 
claufe  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intended  to  pro* 
pofe,  to  exempt  bankers  and  other  pafons  of  that  defcrip- 
tton  fit>m  tlie  penalties  of  the  aft,  and  that  fuch  clagfe  was 
to  be  brought  in  foon  after  the  Chrlflmas  recefs.  It  was 
expeftcd  of  the  candour  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
fudi  a  claufe  would  have  been  propofed  foon  after  the 
Chrtftmas  recels,  and  yet  the  Houfe  was  now  about  to  ad- 
journ for  the  Eartcr  recefs  without  any  fuch  provifion  :  nor 
did  it  appear  thai  any  alteration  was  intended  to  he  made 
10  the  pioperly  bill  lliis  Icffion,  as  had  been  coileftcd  from' 
what  the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  faid  in  anfwer  to  a 
queiHon  which  had  fome  time  ago  been  put  to  him,  and 
by  which  it-fcomcd  that  the  propcity  ta::  was  to  be  tried  by 
way  of  experiment  for  the  prefcnt  year,  in  order  that  Minii- 
ters  ra'ght  judge  vyhetlicr  it  was  a  meafure  lit  to  he  con- 
tinued or  not.  There  was,  however,  in  that  anfwer,  alfo 
an  alTurance  that  the  bankers  and  other  commercial  per- 
fans  who  had  received  dividends  for  others,  and  who,  on  ac- 
count of  fome  infuperable  difficulties  in  the  property  aft,  had 
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been  unable  to  make  return's  conformable  to  that  afl,  ihould 
be  indemnified  againft  the  pehaities  of  it.  I'be  anrwer  was 
that  *'  they  fhould  not  be  liabte."  Now  he  hoped  he  Ihould 
have  an  explicit  anfwer  to  the  queftion  be  was  about  to  put 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  be  came  down  on 
putpofe  to  put  that  queftion  on  behalf  of  the  great  body  of 
bankers  and  commercial  men,  who  were  appreheniive  that 
they  Ihould  be  all  liable  to  thofe  penalties  \  although  it 
had  not  been  their  fault  that  they  were  incurred.  The 
queAion  was  this,  Whether  any  fuch  claufe  as  that  which 
'the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  promifed  to  propofe  fooo 
after  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  or  fome  other  roeafure  to  that 
effc€tt  was  to  be  brought  forward  before  the  approaching 
Eaftcrtecefs)  Upon  the  anfwer  which  he  received  to  that 
queftion  would  depend  the  courfe  he  fhould  purfue  on  the 
queftion  now  before  the  Houfe.  The  next  queftion  was 
equally  momentous  with  the  former,^nd  that  was,— rAt  what 
period  the  holders  of  the  loyalty  loan  -were  entitled  to  be 
paid  off»  under  the  provifions  of  the  law  on  the  fulled  of 
that  loan  ?  The  aft  of  Parliament  fatd  two  years  aftet  figa- 
ing  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  and  that  fix  months  no* 
lice  ftiould  be  given,  He  underftood  that  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  had  been  taken  upon 
this  fubjed ;  but  the  parties  concerned  in  that  loan  could 
not  learn  what  that  opinion  was,  or  what  was  underftood  to 
be  the  law  upon  that  fubjeA ;  and  they  wi(hed  to  have  their 
<loubts  removed  upon  it  by  fome  public  declaration  .upon 
which  thev  might  rely,  for  otherwiie  by  the  J  0th  of  Octo- 
ber next  tney  would  be  under  fome  difficulties ;  upon  which 
fubjeft  alfo  he  wifhed  for  fome  explanation.  It  was  thus 
he  was  obliged  to  apply  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheauer, 
for  without  fom^  public  explanation  from  that  right  bon. 
Gentleman,  thefe  parties  could  not  judge  properly  of  the 
fituation  in  which  they  ftood. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  confiftently 
with  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  he  could  hardly  anfwer  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  becaufe  no  anfwer  he  could  give  could 
have  any  reference  to  the  queftion  that  the  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair ;  however,  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe, 
he  ftiould  anfwer  the  hon.  Gentleman.  On  the  firft  point 
he  was  perfe£tly  fatisfied  that  the  Houfe  would  think  it  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  relieve  the  parties  to  whom  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  adverted,  from  the  penalties  to  which  thef 
might  be  liable  under  the  provifions  of  the  property  bill,  ^nd 
the  queftion  now  only  wa^,  whether  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
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ceflary  that  the  provifion  fbr  their  exemption  (hoold  take 
place  pK¥4ous  to  the  enfulng  Eafter  recefs,  or  might  be  de- 
ferred until  afterwards :  upon  which  fubjed  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  propofe  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  remove  doubts  upon 
the  fubjeft^  for>he  purpote  of  exempting  them  from  penal- 
tics,  to  which  by  the ^ way  he  believed  they  were  not  liable ; 
but,  as  doubts  were  entertained,  it  would  be  well  to  remove 
them.  In  cafe  any  proceeding  (hould  be  had  for  the  purpofe 
of  recovering  any  of  thefe  penalties,  the  Houfe  in  its  juftice 
would  interpofe  and  ftop  fuch  proceedings.  As  to  the  fecond 
point,  he  was  a  little  furprifed  at  the  quedion  of  the  hon. 
6entleman ;  he  muft  know  from  his  conne^ion^,  that  at  the 
requeft  of  fome  perfons  immediately  interefted  in  the  loyalty 
loan,  an  application  was  made  to  him  for  the  purpofe  of  afcer« 
faming  what  was  the  conftruflion  put  upon  the  terms  and 
-conditions  fpecified  in  that  a£t  of  Parliament ;  and  he  referred 
the  point  to  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General.  The  opi- 
nion of  thofe  learned  Gentlemen  was  communicated  to  Go- . 
Tcmment,  and  a  diftind  communication  was  made  to  the 
Bank,  and  to  that  he  begged  ieaye  to  refer  the  hon.  Gentle* 
sn^n. 

Mr.  Dent  obferVed,  that  there  was  a  poiitive  promife  on 
the  fubjcA  of  bankers'  liability  for  receiving  dividends,  &c« 
under  the  property  tax»  that  a  provifion  (hould  be  made  im- 
mediately after  the  Chridmas  recefs.  He  muft  again  repeat 
his  apprehenfion  of  the  danger  of  deferring  it  till  after  the 
5th  of  April,  when  the  four  quarters  will  be  due  on  the  pro- 
perty tax.  He  obferved,  that  when  the  bankers  had  waited 
on  the  right  hon.  Genileman  upon  thjs  fubjed,  they  declared 
he  had  treated  them  with  great  candour,  by  which  he  had 
been  led  to  difmifs  all  doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  fulfil  l^s  promt/e  immediately  after  the  Chriftmas 
recefs. 

The  ChanAlhr  rf  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  a  fortnight  ago 
he  told  the  hon.  Gentleman  diftindly  his  intention  to  bring 
forward  a  propofition,  and  of  his  confidence  in  the  difpofitioa 
of  the  Houfe  to  grant  if,  for  the  purpofe  of  proteding  the 
perfons,  to  whom  he  had  alluded,  from  the  penalties  under 
the  property  bill ;  and  if  it  would  be  any  great  fatisfadloti 
to  them,  as  by  the 'manner  in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
preyed  it  in  their  behalf  he  apprehended  it  would,  the  mea- 
iure  might  yet  be  propofed  before  the  Eafter  recefs.  He  did 
.  Slot  affed  t.odiftruft  the  hon.  Gentleman,  but  if  he  had  a  few 
hours  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  whether  it  was  really 
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and  Lena  fide  the  wi(h  of  the  bankers  that  a  meafure  fliouh} 
be  brought  forward  before  the  recefs,  he  fliouldbe  glad  to 
hold  a  converfation  upon  that  fubjeS. 

Thef  Speaker  fuggeAed  the  propriety  of  limiting  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Houfe  to  this  irregular  converfation. 

Mr.  Pitt  raid#  he  had  nodedre  to  prolong  the  converfation* 
but  he  mu(t  obferve,  that  as  it  was  ftared  that  thefe  penalties 
had  been  incurred,  and  as  it  was  a  general  opinion  that  the 
parties  who  had  incurred  thein  ought  to  be  indemnified  in 
this  cafci  they  ought  to  be  relieved  from  the  penalties  with* 
out  delay»  left  a  further  difficulty  might  arife  by  other  per^ 
fons  inftituting  fuits  for  the  recovery  of  the  penalties  under 
the  ad  of  .Pari  lament.  On  the  fubjed  of  the  loyalty  loan, 
he  obfervedy  that  it  had  been  apprehended  the  adl  of  Parlia- 
ment had  fomehow  by  miftake  been  drawn  up  in  a  manner 
which  was  not  (Iridlly  conformable  to  the  refolutions  upon 
the  terms  of  which  the  loyally  loan  was  contraAed  for  ;  thta 
was  a  miftake  for  which  he  hinifelf  was  in  fome  degree  an- 
fwerable»  and  therefore  he  was  the  more  botind  to  take  no- 
tice of  it,  apd  to  do  all  he  puld  to  redify  the  erjnoTi  for  it 
happened  when  he  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  the  foundation  of  the 
bargain  and  conirad  for  that  loan,  and  if  the  a£l  of  Par-* 
liament  happened  by  miflake  afterwards  to  be  drawn  up  in  a 
manner  that  was  rtot  conformable  to  thofe  refolutions,  it 
ought  to  be  altered,  or  fome  relief  (hould  be  given  to  the  con- 
tradlors  for  that  loan,  otherwife  Parliament  would  be  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  faith  towards  thefe  perfons. 

T\\t' Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  could  alTure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  great  pains  had  been  taken  to 
afcertain  what  were  really  the  terms  of  the  loyalty  loan,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney.and  Solicitor  General  had  been 
had  on  it ;  however  it  was  not  poflible  for  thefe  learned 
Gentlemen  to  give  an  opinion  ypnn  any  thing  but  the  a£t  of 
Parliament  itfelf,  nor  was  it  pofTible  for  Government  with* 
out  further  diredion  from  Parliament,  to  accede  to  any  con- 
Arudion  upon  the  loan,  but  fuch  as  the  law  warranted. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  never  ftated  (hat  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man,  or  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  could  do  otherwife  ihaa 
comply  ftrtdly  with  the  ad  of  Parliament ;  but  what  he  faid 
was,  that  if  the  ad  of  ParliamtnL  had  by  miftake  been  drawn 
up  in  a  manner  not  conformable  to  ihe  refolutions  on  which, 
and  on  which  only  the  loyalty  hun  was  founded,  that  aA 
ought  to  be  altered,  and  made  conformable  to  ihe  refolutions 
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from  which  tt  emanated ;  and  if  it  were  not  made  To  con- 
formable. Parliament  would  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith 
towards  the  fubfcribers ;  and  in  this  refpeA  he  tookfome  blaaac 
to  hiroftlf  for  the  inadvertency. 

Mr,  Vanfittaft^  after  having  made  every  inquiry,  never 
underftood  that  any  very  ferious  complaints  were  enter- 
tained, '    •  . 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfcif  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houre,  lo  confider  of  ways  and  means  for  raifing  a  , 
fuppiy  granted  to  his  Majefiy. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  if  Gentlemen 
would  have  the  goodnefs  to  turn  to  the  third  page  of  the  dif- 
pofition  paper*  they  would  perceive  that  the  total  of  grants 
for  (he  naval  fervice  of  laft  year  was  9,9519378!.  and  the. 
debt  foiPthe  naval  fervice  was  8,174,7  ul.  therefore  the  grants 
exceeded  the  debt  by  1,776,6671.  This  being  the  cafe,  hd 
fliould  have  to  propofe  that  the  amount  of  this  ftfrplUs  fhould 
be  ifliied  and  fupplied,  were  it  not  for  ctrcumftances  he  was 
about  to  date.  In  the  iith  page  of  the  difpofition.papert 
feveral  payments  were  ft^ted  and  made  by  authority  of  anadl 
of  Parliament,  out  of  the  ways  and  means  of  the  year,  that 
amounted  to  579,706!.  and  that  reduced  the  furplus  .he  had 
above  dated,  and  therefore  the  Committee  would  not,  confi« 
derthatthere  was  realJy  a  faving  to  the  amount  of  1,776,667 (• 
that  was  to*  fay,  (hat  the  public  had. expended  lefs*  by  that 
amount  in  the  navy  than  the  grants  amounted  to,  for  that  ii| 
fa^  the  navy  debt  bad  increafed  931  »659l.  laft  year.  Goptle« 
mcQ  might. afk  how  this  could  be  ?  but  they  would  be  aware, 
thai  in  many  inftances  it  was  wholly  unavoidable,  on  ac- 
count of  what  might  be  paid  to  feamen  on  foreign  fervice^ 
and  which  it  was  impoflible  to  calculate  the  amount  of  before- 
hand, and  that  fomelimes  accumulated  fome  time  befpre  it 
cotiki  be  afcertained.  Having  ftated  feveral  fums  on  this 
head,  the  fum  he  propofed  to  be  voted  now  upon  this  occa- 
fion  was  1,370,674!. — and  therefore  he  moved,  that  it  is  thct 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  there  be  iiTued  and  applied 
to  the  fervice  of  the  year,  &c.  the  fum  of  1,370,664!.  2$*  Sd« 
from  the  furplus  of  the  gramts  of  the  year  1803. 

Loid  Folkejione  contended  that  there  was  a  fallacy  in  the 
account,  as  in  ii%&,  there  was  no  furplus,  but  on  the  contrary, 
a  deficiency*  No  notice  was  taken  of  the  furplus  of  the  con- 
folidated  fund.  The  war  taxes  had  been  efli mated  to  produce 
by  the  5th  of  January  laft,  4,500,000!.  and  ha^i  fallen  Ihort 
296001000I.  this  therefore  reduced  the  furplus  appearing  on 
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the  fice  of  the  account  to  a  deficiency  of  iy3oo»oo6l.  He 
niro  objeded  to  the  mode  ^f  making  tq>  the  account,  aa 
if  could  not  be  nnderftood  from  it  upon  what  it  -was  the 
faving  had  arifen.  It  had  been  Aated  by  a  noble  Lord  on 
a  former  occafion,  that  the  land  forces  amounted  to  96,000  ^ 
the  number  in  the  account  was  only  66,000,  he  wiOied  to 
know  therefore  out  of  what  fund  the  remaining  number 
'were  paid.  He  law  likewifean  item  of  1,50090001.  to  en- 
able hia  Majefty  to  take  fiich  fteps  aa  the  exigency  of 
affairs  might  require*  but  there  was  no  account  how  that 
money  was  expended. 

^  Mr.  Vanfittart  faid,  the  aocount  had  been  made  oqt  in  a 
fimilar  manner  froin  year  to  year,  the  prafliee  being  xq 
appropriate  the  excefs  of  (he  ways  and  means  over  the 
fupply  in  aid  of  the  fupply  of  the  enfuing  year,  notwith* 
ftanding  there  might  be  outftandiog  demands.  With.re* 
fpeft  to  the  furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund,  about  900,000!. 
remained  to.be  made  good.  Aato  the  war  tai^es,  they  were 
eftioaated  not  to  the  5th  of  January,  but  totbe  5th  of  April, 
at  a  produce  of  4,500,0001.  out  of  that  however,  there  had 
been  up  to  laft  week  paid  into  the  Exchequer  3,i3o,oool» 
There  therefore  only  remaided  a  deficiency  of  i, 270,000!. 
which  it  was  probable  might  be  paid  in  before  the  5th  of 
April,  or  at  leaft  reduced  to  a  fmall  Cum.  The  items  in  the 
account  were  aranged  in  tlie  ufual  way.  As  to  .the  army,  cho 
number  of  forces  ftatedon  a  former  occafioui  included  vari- 
ous defcriptl^ns  of  force  which  could  not  come  within  this 
account.  Of  the  furplus  ftaied  on  the  face  of  the  account, 
900,000!.  aAually  remained  in  the  Exchequer  unapplied. 

Mr.  J^hnflvm  begged  leave  to  alk  the  right  boa.  Gentle* 
man  whether  the  faving  that  had  been  alluded  to  aiofe  frora 
the  (iriA  economy  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, or  from  any  deficiency  in  the  navy  eAabiiflimcnir 

The  ChonciUor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  the  faving 
arofe  no  doubt  in  fome  meafure  from  the  fy ftem  of  economy 
that  had  tieen  adopted,  and  fo  happily  purfoed  In  every  d&» 
partment  of  the  fervice ;  but  that  it  was  to  be  attrifautcd  par* 
ticularly  to  the  deficiency  of  feamen  that  had  been  votoJ  at 
an  early  period^  and  whom  it  was  impoflible  immediately  to 
collcft.  The  fad  was,  had  the  number  been  raifed  immedi« 
^tely  as  Parliament  had  wiflicd,  he  was  perfuaded  there 
Would  have  been  no  faving.  But  the  preparation  had  been 
To  great  that  it  muft  be  a  confiderable  fatisfadion  to  the 
Houfe  that  there  ^¥«s  foch  a  faving  as  appeared  on  ihe  faco 
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of  the  accounts;  the  preparation,  indeed,  had  been  To  great, 
that. in  regard  to  feamen  the  number  now  }n  the  fervice  was 
only  1500  leh  than  that  voted  by  the  Houfe.  In  any  point  of 
view  he  would  venture  to  compare  the  prefent  date  of  the 
navywith  its  attitude  at  any  period  during  laft  war,  when 
the  idea  of  faving  had  never  been  entertained,  at  lead  wh^n 
economy  did  not  appear  to  be  made  fuch  an  object.  With 
what  accuracy  the  accounts  had  been  made  out,  he  had  only 
to  mention  as  a  proof,  that  one  of  the  firft  financiers  in  Eu* 
rope  (alluding  to  Mr/  Pitt,  who  was  then  gone)  had  beard 
tbem  dated  without  offering  any  objedion. 

Mr.  Tiermy  found  no  difficulty  in  accounting  for  the  furos 
that  had  been  faved ;  they  were  owing  in  a  great  meafure,  as 
his  right  hon.  Friend  had  dated,  to  the  feamen  not  having 
been  all  laifed  at  the  time  when  voted,  inippofe  tooo 
men  fluxild  be  the  decieocy  occafioned  by  this  means, 
reckoning  each  man  7I.  a  month,  a  round  fuit)  would  foon 
be  accumulated.  What  appeared  to  him  extraordinary 
was,  that  the  edimateshad  been  fo  well  drawn,  that  no  one 
braachof  the  fervice  rquired  aid  ffom  another.  In  former 
cafes  that  be  had  witnefled,  whatever  was  faved  in  one  de* 
paitment  had  been  generally  wanted  by  another.  He  was 
^ad,  however,  to  fee  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Folkedone)  puiw 
foe  that  liiie  of  inquiry,  and  it  was  defirable  that  people  <^  bft 
rank  (bould  |ftiy  attention  to  the  expenditure  of  the  country. 

Lfri  FJk€0oni  infided  that  what  was  reprefented  as  a  far* 
iag  was  a  mere  fallacy. 

Afr.  Vaitfiitart  dated  that  the  war  taxes  amounted  to  above 
three  millions;  and  in  anfwer  to  a  quedion  put  by  Mr.  Fel- 
lowes,  mentioned  that  above  two  huiidred  thoufiind  pounds 
had  beenTeceiVed  from  the  property  tax  during  lad  week. 

Mt,  Filltfwts  exprefled  his  fatisfafitoh  tbat  the  difcuflioii 
had  laketi  place,  as  it  gave  him  the  highed  pleafure  to  <iif« 
cuver  the  ability,  the  integrity  and  economy  of  bis  Majedy's 
Minrders. 

The  Houfe  having  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  the  next  day. 

The  Secretary  at  War  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  innkeepers^  allowance 
biJI. 
*  The  Houfe  having  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 

received  the  next  day. 

The  Commiitee  of  Supply  was  podponed  till  Friday. 
Adjvouroed* 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

TUtjKSDAY,   MARCH   22. 

■  ,  'The  (loufe  rerdved  into  a  Committee  of  Privileges,  and 
Lord  Wa^lfingham  having  taken  the  chair,  counfel  and  evU 
den'ce  were  again  heard  in  fjipport  of  the  claim  of  Lady 
(Henry)  Fit:^gerald  to  the  barony  of  Rofs«  The  further  con- 
fideration  of  the  cafe  was  adjourned  till  TuefiJay  next. 

The  Hotife  then  refumed,-  when  the  fugar  warehoufiog 
bilS  and  the  rape  feed  oil  importation  bill  were  brought  up 
from  the  Commons. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  going  into 
B  Committee  on  the  irifh  priefls'abd  deacons'  bill. 

Lord  ElUnborcugh  made  a  variety  of  obfervations  upon  the 
fubjed.  He  referred  to  the  animadverfions  which  had  been 
made  by  certain  reverend  prelates  upon  the  bill  in  its  prefent 
'ihape,  when  it  waslafiin  s^  Committee  before  their  Lord- 
ihipsi  and  adverted  to  the  circumftances  which  gave  rife  to 
the  prefent  meafure.  The  fubjedl  was  certainly  one  of  no 
light  impqrtancey  and  he  thought  the  public  confiderably  in- 
debted  to  the  learned  Gentleman  who  introduced  the  bill  into 
the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament.  Since  the  peridd  of  the 
t>nion»  he  obferved,  the  national  churches  of  England  and 
Ireland  were  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  united;  it  was  thei^e* 
fore  eflential  that  the  law,  as.  it  regarded  the  points  in  quef- 
tion  in  both  countries,  (hould  be  identified.  He  thought  it 
proper  ihat  the  law  (bould- be  clearly  expreiTed,  as  it  flood' 
upon  the  points  which  were  the  fubjed  matter  of  the  bill 
befcire  the  Houfe.  No  perfons  could  be  admitted,  into  de- 
con's  orders  until  they  were  23  years  of  age^  nor  into  prieft*s 
till  the  age  of  24.  After  alluding  to  what  the  pradice  had 
hitherto  been  in  thefe  refpeds^  in  the  refpeSive  parts  of  the 
united  kingdom,  he  exprefled  his  opinion  that  it  (hould  be 
aflimilated  to  what  the  b.w  required  in  other  cafes,  which 
was  the  full  completion  of  the  age  fpecificd.  His  Lordfhip 
defcribed  the  praftipc  of  the  law  upon  ihcfe  points;  which, 
inftead  of  the  full  abfolute  year,  or  to  thd  very  hour  of  its 
expiration,  allowed  one.. day  in  pra£lice  as  an  interval. 
This  he  illuftrated  by  a  familiar  inftance:  fuppofe  he  were 
born  any  hour  on  the  fird  of  February,  the  law  would  con- 
fider  the  period  of  the  year  as  elapfed  on  the  earliefl  moment 
of  the  31ft  of  January.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  ob-- 
ferved^  that  he  ihould  propofe  a  bill  to  explain  and  enforce  the 
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law  clearly  in  tfaefc  refjpeAs,  and  with  a  viow  to  its  confide* 
ratioO}  he  moved  that  the  Cummiitee  upon  the  bill  in  queF^ 
tion  be  deferred  until  that  day  month,  which  uras  ordered 
accordingly. 

His  LordOiip  then  prefented  the  bill  to  which  he  had  aU 
Itided  in  the  cour(e  of  his  fpeech,  which  was  intituled  <*  An 
a^  to  enforce  the  due  obfervanceof  the  facred  canons  and 
tubrict  refpeAing  the  ages  at*  which  perfonaare  to  be  admit* 
ted  into  the  orders  of  deacon  and  pried." 

This  was  read  a  firft  time  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bills  upon  the  table  were  then  forwarded  in  their 
refpeAive  fiages,  and  thoTe  brought  up  from  thp  Commona 
&verally  read  a  firft  time.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

THURDAY,    MARCH    22. 

General  Tarleton  prefented  a  bill  for  the  further  im* 
provement  of  the  port  of  Liverpool.  Read  a  firft  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Dickens  prefented  at  the  bar  certain  papers  from  the 
office  of  the  chief  fecretary  of  Ireland,  ptirfuant  to  a  former 
order  of  the  Houfe.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Irifli  militia  families'  bill  was  pafied  through  a  CoAi* 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  report  ordered  to  bo  re- 
ceived h ;  next  day. 

The  fugar  warehoufing  bill  and  the  expiring  laws  bill  were 
read  a  third  time  and  pafied. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  th^ 
preceding .  day  was  brought  up.  Upon  the  queftion  being 
puti  that  this  report  be  now  received. 

Lord  Folkefione  apologifed  to  the  Houfe  for  again  making 
a  few  obfervatiuns  upon  this  fubje^  'He  felt  it  his  duty, 
however,  to  remind  the  Houfe  that  the  eftimate  which  was 
^iven  to  the  Houfe' of  the  produce  of  the  war  taxes  up  lo  the 
y\i  of  January  lafi  amounted  to  4,500,000!.  infiead  qf  which 
they  had  not  adualiy  produced  within  that  period  above 
i,9oo,oo4d1.  Theire  was  therefore  under  the  head  of  war 
Vajcesan.a^lualdeiftcit  of  2,6oo,oool.  as  would  appear  by  a 
comparifonof  the  former  efiimatc  and  rhe  fiatemem  in  the 
prefent  account.  The  report  which  the  Houfe  was  now 
(ralkd  upon  to  receive  and  proceed  upon,  purported  to  fiatq 
that  a  Curplus  of  1,300,000!.  arifiogfrom  the  grants  of  1803, 
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fhollld  be  applied  towards  the  expences  of  the  prefent  year 
Of  ten  tnillions  which  the  Houfc  had  been  led  to  believd 
would  have  been  raifed  within  the  year,  there  therefore  re- 
mained nearly  eight  millions  to  be  raifed  in  the  laft  thre^ 
months.  At  all  events,  withoot  going  into  an  examina- 
tion of  tl^e  merits  or  propriety  of  the  general  eftimate,-thefe 
was  a  fallacy  upon  the  face  of  the  prefent  account,  from 
which  it  appeared  to  l\\m  that,  inftead  of  a  furplus  of 
i^'^ooioool.  there  was  an  adual  deceit  to  the  fame  amount* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  begged  leave  to  correft  an 
error  into  which  the  noble  Lrord  had,  no  doubt  accidentallyi  | 

faHen,  from  the  circumftance  of  his  not  having  been  accudom-  ' 

ed  to  look  much  into  accounts  of  this  nature.      The  manned  I 

in  which  the  former  efiimate  had  been  given,  and  the  ufual  ' 

mode  of  drawing  up  all  ftatements  of  that  nature,  was  by  , 

giving  in  a  return  of  the  fuppofed  produce  up  to  the  5th  of 
April,  llie  whole  of  the  arrears  of  that  quarter  were  fre- 
quently not'coUefied  till  the  July  quarter;  and,  from  |he 
tfaily  payments  which  were  making  to  the  revenue,  he  had 
every  reafon  to  hope  that  the  whole  amount  of  their  former 
hopes  would  be  realized.  As  to  the  general  eftimate  often 
millions,  when  Gentlemen  confldered  the  alterations  which 
had  been  made  in  the  property  tax,  and  in  other  taxes,  he 
thought  that  they  would  be  fatisfied  as  to  the  caufe  of  any 
apparent  diminution  in  the  general  produce. 

Mr*  Gregor  fupported  the  pofition  which  had  been  hid 
down  by  the  noble  Lord;  and  Mr.  Vanjittart  explained  the 
roatmer  of  making  up  the  public  accounts,  in  nearly  the 
fame  manner  as  bad  been  already  done  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

Theqaedion  was  again  put,  and  carried  without  9^  divifion. 

Mr.  Cakraft  faid,  he  had  fome  time  fince  given  notice  of 
his  intention  to  move  a  refolution,  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Hotife,  on  the  fubjefi  of  additional  pay,  and  allow* 
ance  for  cloathitig  and  equipment,  to  certain  non-commi(^ 
(ioned  officers  in  the  volunteer  corps.  He  (hould  defer  it 
until  after  the  Rafter  recefs,  and  fliould  bring  it  on  afterwards 
as  early  as  pofltble. 

MCDIATIO^«   OP    RUSSIA. 

Mr.  Fox — I  take  this  opportunity  of  putting  a  queftion 
to  the  right  hon.  'Gentleman  oppofite  to  me,  upon  the  fuh- 
jcft  of  an  anfwer  which  he  gave  to  me,  refpeding  the  media- 
lion  of  Ruflia.  I  underftood  at  that  time  there  would  be  no 
general  objedion  to  giving  this  Houfc  information  on  that 
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ftibjed;  that  I  un4cr(]tood  to  be  faid  moS  clearly  and  dtfiind- 
ly  ;  but  that  then  circumftances  which  were  not  likely  to  be 
of  long  duration  prevented  Minifters  from  making  any  com*' 
munication  upon  that  fubjcc^  to  ^he  Houfe:  fince  which 
time  four  inonths  have  elapfed.  What  I  now  wifli  to  know 
of  the  right  hon.  GenHeman  is,  whether  thofe  circumftances 
fiili  ftand  in  the  way  of  fuch  communication. 

The  CbanciUor  of  the  Exchequer — On  the  2ad  of  NoVem* 
ber  lafty  there  were  circumftances  which^  in  the  opinion  of 
his  Majefty's  Minifters,  precluded  any  conHnunication  to 
this  Houfe  upon  the  fubje&  to  which  the  hon.  Genclemaa 
has  adverted.  But  it  was  then  intimated  that  there  might  be 
other  circumftances  whtchi  in  the  opinion  of  his  Majefty's 
Minifters,  might  render  ar  communication  improper^  even 
although  thofe  circumftances  which  precluded  any  commu- 
nicatioo  did  not  exift :  and  now  other  circumftances  doextft, 
and  they  fo  far  operate  on  the  minds  of  his  Majefty's  MihU 
fiers  as  to  convince  them  they  ought  not  to  advife  his  Ma* 
jefty  to  dired  any  communication  to  be  made  upon  that  fub* 
jeA  at  the  pre(ent  moment. 

Mr,  F^x — I  am  often  unfortunate  in  my  recoUcAion  of 
the  ftatement  of  fads  as  they  ufually  come  from  the  bench 
oppofite  to  me,  and  never  was  more  fo  than  in  the  prefent  in* 
fiance,  for  I  have  not  the  fmalleft  trace  in  my  mind,  nor  any 
ground  for  Conceiving  any  thing  of  what  was  faid  againft 
this  communication,  but  the  circumftances  which  the  light 
hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to  in  the  firft  part  of  his  fpeech  to- 
night, viz.  thofe  oircutnftances  which  then  precluded  his 
Majefty's  Minifters  from  ilnaking  any  communication  to  the 
Hoiife  upon  that  fubjeA,  and  which  were  not  expeded  to  be 
of  long  (Juration;  and  what  I  certainly  underftood  was,  that 
afterwards  Minifters  would  be  happy  to  give  information 
on  that  interefting  fobje£t.  Not  a  word  do  I  recoiled  as 
having  ftruck  my  ear  of  thofe  other  circumftances  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ftates  as  reafons  for  not  making  any 
communication  whatever  upon  the  fubjeS.  I  dare  iiay  I 
miftake  the  matter,  but  it  is  a.  curious  coincidence,  that 
every  record  of  the  fad,  as  publiOied  at  the  time  upon  this 
fiibjed,  has  precifely  the  lame  imperfcdion  as  my  memory. 
We  muft,  however,  of  courfe,  be  all  inaccurate,  for  I  muft 
give  credit  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  explanation  of 
%«hat  was  faid  upon  that  fubjed,  and  1  muft  now  underftand* 
Vrhat  until  now  {  never  did,  that  other  vircumftai^ces  bcftdes 
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thofe  that  immediately  precluded  Mtnifters  from  making  a 
communication  might  have  been  looked  for. 
Here  the  converlalion  dropped 

AYLESBURY    ELECTION. 

SirGior££  Cornewail called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  tq 
the  fubje(5t  of  the  Aylei^ury  eledion.  He  faid  it  was  his 
intention;  by  way  of  prevention  of  the  evils  whiph  had  been 
felt  by  that  elefiion,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
extend  th&right  of  eleSion  for  tl^at  borough  to  a  given  dtftriA 
in  the  f^rroundi^g  parts  of  the  country.  He  then  moved 
that  the  order  of  the  day  on  this  fubjed  be  now  read|  which  ^ 
"was  read  accordingly,  and  which  was  for  taking  tberepoit  of 
the  Committee  upon  this  eledion^into  confidecation. 

He  then  moved  that  the  report  be  taken  inlo  conQderation 
tfcetiext  day.    Ordered. 

L^rd  ^rchliald  Hamilton  alluded  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
civil  officers  of  Government  of  Ireland  received  their  pay» 
and  ob(erved»  that  he  (hould  bring  iJiis  fabjed  forward  fur 
difcuflion  on  fome  future  opportunity.  He  wiOied  to  know 
whether  military  officers  who  were  in  this  country  were  to  be 
paid  in  like  manner. 

•  Mr.  Carry  referred  the  noble  Lord  to  the  explanation  he 
had  given  upon  this  fubjedl  already,  and  alfo  to  the  order 
that  had  been  made  upon  it,  Which  certainly  related  to  the 
cafes  of  civil  officers  only.  If,  however,  the  noble  Lord  wifli* 
ed  to  extend  the  order  to  the  cafe  of  military  officers,  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  objedion  to  fuch  a  propofition ;  but  he  ap- 
prehended it  nmft  be  made  the  fubjedl  of  a  dtnin£l  motion. 
He  profefled  his  readinefs  to  afford  the  noble  Lord  all  poffible 
facility  in  obtaining  ample  information  upon  the  fubje£^,and 
he  was  glad  the  noble  Lord  had  determined  to  bring  it  for- 
ward  for  difcui&on. 

LISKEARD    ELECTION. 

Mr,  Sheridan  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  (t)C 
very  harfli  and  ftrong  words  which  had  been  ufed  by  an 
hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  him  (Mr.  W.  Dundas)  refpcfting 
the  condufl  of  the  under  (herifFof  the  borough  of  Lilkeard. 
He  really  thought  that  poor  Mr.  Damon  (rather  an  unfor- 
tunate name  to  be  fure),  but  who,  for  ought  be  knew,  might 
be  a  very  refpedable  Gentleman,  was  handled  very  roughly 
by  that  hon.  Member.  He  had  indeed  been  fpoken  of  in 
very  favourable  terms  by  Mr.  Child  of  Lilkeard,  and  indeed 
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the  teftimony  of  the  whole  body  of  juftice*  corroboratecl  the 
ftatcnacnt  of  Mr.  Chifd.  Mr.  Harry  Surges,  of  the  countjr 
of  Middlefex,  was  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  thif 
afiair,  that  he  had  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  addrefs  a 
petition  to  this  hon.  Houfe,  ftating,  that  oo  deception  had 
been  pradifed,  relating  the  whole  of  tiie  circumftances  of 
the  caie»  and  praying  that  the  Houfe  would,  in  juftjce  to  the 
parties  who  had  thus  been  accufed,  refrain  fromcomif^ to 
any  concluiion  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  late  etedion  at  Lif- 
keard,  until  ihey  had  an  opportunity  of  defending  them- 
ielves.     This  petition  Mr.  Sheridan  prefented. 

Mr.  fV,  Dundas  faid  that  he  certainly  ought  not  to  be  fe- 
verc  in  any  argument  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppotite  him 
(Mr.  Sheridan),  as  it  was  fo  well  known  that  he  ne^er  was 
Icvcre  himftlf  in  the  coorfe  of  his  arguments/  He  then  moved 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  do  attend  with  the  writ  which 
had  been  iflued,  and  the  return  which  had  been  nade  on 'the 
bft  elcSion  for  the  borough  of  Liikeard.  ' 

Thcfe  documents  were  accordingly  produced  and  read  ;  and 
were  in  fubftance  what  is  ftated  in  our  account  of  th^  preced- 
ing day. 

The  writ  was  direAed  to  Thomas  Rawlins,  Efq.  the  flie- 
x\Sy  and  tlie  precipe  was  ilTued  and  figned  by  hjm.  From  this 
Mr.  Sheridan  inferred  that  he  was  the  only  perfon  whom  the 
Houfe  could  recognife  in  the  management  of  the  bufinefs  of 
fheeleAion. 

Mr.  Pitt^  however,  contended  that  tlie  buiinefs  which  the 
Houfe  had  to  attend  to  in  the  .prefent  cafe,  was  not,  whether 
thb  or  that  perfon  was  returning  officer,  or  which  perfon 
(bould  have  been  returned;  \%  was  Amply  this^  whether %i 
thing  which  was  not  in  unity  with  itfdf  could  be  confidered 
valid  ;  and  if  they  determined  that  it  was  not  valid,  whether 
the  addition  of  fuch  an  invalid  inilrument  to  one  which  was 
on  tlie  face  pf  it  valid,  could  confiitute  two  valid  inftruments^ 
and  thereby  be  reckoned  a  return  ?  He  then  referred  to  an 
aft,  the  25th  of  tlie  King,  chap.  24.  by  which  it  was  declared 
that,  in  cateof  a  fpccial  return,  or  in  a  cafe  where  there  was  nq 
return,  the  Speaker  fliould  fend  a  notice  to  the  returning  officer 
of  the  ftatc  of  the  rt  prdVntation-,  or  the  non-rcprefentation  of 
that  particular  place,  dcfiring  him  to  proceed  accordingly.  If 
the  cafe  was  not  authorized  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown, 
be  fuppofcd  that  the  Houfe  would  be  induced  toexercife  that 
fammary  power  which  is  vefied  in  itfelf  in  cafes  where  theif 
coodu6i  is  not  reguKited  by  a  paviicular  law. 
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Mr\  Fos  explained  the  t(erni  returning  oflicer  \  he  dated  that 
it  was  to  be  underftood  in  two  fenfes,  the  one  the  officer  witbia 
the  partici^lar  diftri^  and  tlie  other  the  fheriff  of  tlie  county, 
«vho  alone  was  repognifed  by  that  Houfe.  The  Gienville  ad 
was  imperative  o||i  the  Houfe,  and  where  an  ondae  return  was 
(Complained  of«  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  go  into  ^  Cotn- 
miuee  that  the  whole  of  the  cafe  might  be  fairly  inyeftigated^ 
A  petition  of  an  extqu>rdinary  nature  had  once  been  prplci|tcd 
to  that  Houfe,  which  contained  nothing  on  the  face  of  it  ex- 
plaining the  pature  of  the  difpute»  but  gs  it  concluded  with  a 
complamt  that  an  undue  return  bad  been  made,  the  Houiehad 
thought  it  its  duty  to  go  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  WMlam  Pi<W£?i  remarked,  that  the  cafe  alluded  to  was 
that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Home  T^oke,  and  if  the  Houfe  ex* 
tended  it^  generofity  to  a  cafe  which  involved  its  own  dignity 
only,  \it  could  not  conceive  how  that  could,  apply  to  a  cafe 
ivhere  there  was  a  fallacy  in  the  whole  of  the  argument,  qn  th^ 
fuppofition  that  a  doyble  return  had- been  made.  If  fuc|i 
tricks  were  allowed,  the  whole  of  the  feats  in  Cornwall  might 
be  overturned  by  the  fub-flieriC 

Mr,  C  fFynne  ftated  that  the  (beriiF  would  in  fuch  a  cafe  be 
liable  to  be  lent  to  Newgate  in  the  firft  i|iftance,  and  to  be 
fued  at  law  in  the  fecond  inftance  for  penalties  with  double 
cods.  If  the  Houfe  tqok  upon  itfclf  to  decide  the  merits  of 
petitions,  there  was  no  telling  whe^e  they  would  (lop. 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared  that  he  poflefled  none  of  the  foft  as- 
perity of  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppofue  (Mr.  W.  Qundas),  he 
was  not  induced  to  attack  ^  gentleman  who  was  not  prelcnt| 
and  prevent  him  or  his  friends  being  heard  in  their  own  jufti* 
lication.  Some  of  his  har(b  expreffions  might  have  come  out 
in  the  warmth  of  debate,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  upon  cooler 
f  cfle£lion,  if  he  was  to  fee  thefe  gentleman,  he  would  make  a 
very  handfome  apology. 

Afr.  Burroughs  (aid,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  law  was  very 
clear  refpcfting  the  acknowledgn^ent  of  a  returning  officer^ 
and  in  fupport  of  this  opinion,  he  read  an  extrad  from  an  z£JL 
pafled  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  inferring  from  thence 
that  tiK  fheriff  was  the  mediqm  between  the  clerk  of  the  Ha- 
napcr  and  the  returning  officer.  /He  concluded  with  moving. 
that  the  deputy  cleik  he  ordered  to  take  the  document  off  the 
file,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  invalid  return. 

Mr.  Phi  fecondcd  the  motion,  but  at  the  fame  timeex- 
piefled  a  wi(h  that  fome  of  the.  law  officers  of  the  Crown  woul^ 
dccliie  what  was  their  opinion  on  the  fubjeS.   If  thej  diffisr^ 
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ffom  him  be  would  very  readily  retrad,  and  he  bad  rib  doubt 
that  his  hoti«  and  learned  Friend  would  be  vtry  willing  in  that 
cafe  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  AtMrney  General  oppofed  the  motion  on  this  ground^ 
that  the  Sheriff^s  name  was  indorfed  on  the  back  of  the  writ, 
and  he  therefore  conceived  that  the  queftion  as  to  this  double 
teturn  muft,  according  to  law,  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Deverell^ 

Mr.  Dundas  rofe,  and  recommended  to  his  hon.  Friend  to 
Withdraw  the  motion.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  uc-^ 
cafion  to  difclaim  any  perfonal  allufion  whatever  to  Mr.  Yj 
Sheridan,  who  was  interefted  in  this  proceeding,  and  intimated 
that  if  the  hon.  Member  ob  the  oppofite  iide  (Mr.  Sheridan)^ 
who  had  thought  proper  to  allude  to  his  profefiion  in  the' 
oourfe  of  tbe  evening,  fliould  again  do  fo,  he  gave  him  warniiigf 
that  he  would  alfo  refer  to  that  hon.  Member's  former  life- 
He  (houU  certamly  pay  him  in  his  own  coin.  In  the  (ingular 
rranfadion  which  gave  rife  to  the  debate,  he  was  willing  to 
think  that  Mr.  T.  Sheridan  was  not  at  alt  concerned,  but  he 
was  by  no  means  equally  ready  to  acquit  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr*  Sheridan  was  not  aware  that  any  reference  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  former  profeflion  would  be  difagreeable  to 
him,  particularly  as  it  was  a  profeilion  of  the  higheil  credit. 
He  had  himfeif  ferved*his  terms'  with  a  view  to  follow  that 
profeflion,  and  he  was  now  very  forty  that  be  had  not.  How- 
ever, as  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's  warning  that  he  wouki  pay 
him  in  his  own  coin,  if  his  profeflion  ihould  be  again  alladed 
to,  be  did  not  know  well  what  he  meant.  The  coin  he  dealt 
in  was  nothing  more  than  common  fenfe  and  judgment  in  the 
exercife  of  his  duty  in  that  Houfe  ;  and  he  had  no  ohjeflion, 
but  rather  a  wlOi,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  deal, 
in  the  fame  coin.     The  motion  being  withdrawn^ 

A  converfation  arofe  as  to  this  queftion,  whether  the  matter 
as  to  the  right  of  voting  in  Liflceaid,  which  (lands  for  the  loib 
of  next  month,  fhould  precede  or  follow  the  confideration  of 
Mr.  Huikifibn's  petition  as  to  Ae  double  return  ?  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr.  C.  Wynne,  were  for  the  precedency 
of  the  queftion  of  right.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Bankes  fpoke  on 
the  other  fide*  After  fome  obfcrvations  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Ticrney,  and  Mr.  Bragge, 
the  confideration  of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Huikiflbn  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  9th  of  April,  And  the  dehheration  upon  the*  ' 
right  of  voting,  &c.  at  Lifkeard,  was  poftponed  from  the  loth 
to  the  17th  of  April. 

Mr,  Rnnairdgvft  notice  that  at  an  early  Jay  after  the  re- 
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odfs  he  ibould  move  that  the  noA-<:omQiifli6ned  officers  of  xkt 
ipolunleers  fliould  be  allowed  the  fame  pay  as  ihofe  in  the  re* 
gulars,  and  that  half-pay  officers,  &c.  (hould  receive  the  fame 
as  diofe  on  the  flaff,  in  tlie  line,  &c. 

VOLUNTEER  REGULATIONS  BILL, 

Mr,  Secretary  Forh  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  volunteer  bill. 

Jkfrm  Langion  adverted  to  what  he  had  formerly  fajd  ppon 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  related  to  tlie  right  of  reiignation, 
the  fubftapce  of  which  had  bedn  adopted,  and  without  which 
be  was apprebenfive  that  great  difcontent  would  ha%*e  prevailed. 
He  had  now  no  oppofition  to  offer  to  the  pailing  of  the  bill. 

Coknel  Craufurd  faid,  that  nothing  could  give  him  more  pin 
than  the  idea  that  he  was  abufmg  the  patience  of  the  Houfe, 
except  that  of  an  apprehenfion  that  he  was  omitting  an  e(&n- 
tial  part  of  his  duty  by'remaining  fileht  on  this  occafion  ;  but 
be  (hould  incur  the  rifque  of  the  former,  rather  than  feel  the 
confeioufnefs  of  the  latter.     He  muft  therefore  fay,  that  he 
rofe  once  more  for  the  purpofe  of  exprefling  his  difapprobation 
ti  the  whole  fyftem  of  his  Majefly's  Minifters  upon  military 
matters.     This  fubje£l  was  of  the  greateft  importance,  for 
furely  nothing  could  be  of  greater  importance,  than  that  of 
coniidering  the  means  of  repelling  the  nioft  formidable  tnva* 
iion  that  was  ever  threatened.      xet»  for  this  objeA,  in  the 
courfeof  feven  or  eight  months,  we  had  had  fevcn  oc\ eight 
bills,  and  the  prefent  was  called  a  confolidation  of  the  whole 
of  the  regulations  which  had  been  before  tliought  of,  or  were 
now  thought  of  upon  this  fuhje£l.     This  very  bill  had  been      j 
five  or  fix  times  committed,  and  now  contained  twenty-four  or 
twenty-five  claufes,  by  way  of  amendment.     Gentlemen  had 
taken  fo  much,  pains  with  tiiis  bill,  that  one  would  be  led  to 
liope  that  this  fydem  might  be  of-fome  duration.     He  was 
afraid  that  he  had  already  fp^^Kcn  fo  much  at  large  upon  the 
topics  connedled  with  this  bill,  that  the  Houfc  would  not  lcn4 
him  a  very  favourable  ear.     He  dclired  that  the  permanent 
military  force  of  this  country  (hould  he  on  a. permanent  bafis  ; 
for  without  it  we  ftouiil    not    have  the    advantage    of  cur 
flrength ;  without  it  we  ibould  ble  our  refped  in  Europe, 
and^he  expofed  to  the  Audi uation  of  con flidipg  councils,  and 
afcverifli  fydem  of  policy,  which  had,  of  late,  marked  our 
meafures,  and  would  be  our  bane,  unlefs  it  was  altered.      And 
hedcfircd  to  be  underftood  to  fay,  that,  in  his  cpiniori^  it  vras 
not  this  fyftem  of  volunteer  fcrvice  which  was  alone dcie£kive ; 
he  thought  that  the  whole  of  our  military  fydem  fhculd  vn- 
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dergp  a  complete  rcvifion.     With  refpeft  to  a  rcguTar  army^ 
witluwt  which  it  was  tmpoflible  that  we  (hould  be  rcr[)e£led  by 
oar  friends,  dreaded  by  our  enemies,  or'fecure  ourfeives,  the 
means  of  fuppiying  that  fpecies  of  force  was  every  day  becom- 
ing more  and  more  difEcult,  and  it  was  now  indeed  become 
impoffible;  it  was  im|x>ffible  to  recruit  the  army,  for  we  were 
every  day  ofiering  bounties  to  men  for  not  going  into  it :  we 
were  90W  giiring  i^ -guineas  bounty  for  men  going  into  the 
miltfia»  and  a|fo  hnding  proviilon  for  the  wives  and  families  of 
tboTe  who  :i^ent  into  it ;  we  were  now  giving  35  guineas  bounty 
to  thofe  wiio  entered  into  the  army  of  referve,  and  alfo  pro* 
iridipg  that  their  wives  and  children  fliould  be  fiipported ; 
was  it  then  to  be  expe&ed  that  a  man  would  enter  into  thp 
regular  ajrmy»  by  which  he  gave  up  his  freedom  for  life,  for 
akounty  of  ten  guinea,  and  that  without  any  provifion 
whatever  for  his  wife  or  family  ?    With  refpeft  to  the  mi- 
litiit  it  did  not  appear  to  him  extremely  politic  to  incrcafe  ^ 
force  of  this  kind  fo  much  as  we  had  done,  flnce  it  was  not 
^^plicable  to  every  part  of  the  empire,  as  the  regular  force 
was.     He  did  not  fee  one  ftep  which  Minifters  took  in  milir 
lary  affairs  of  which  he  could  confcientioufly  approve.     By 
the  meafure  now  before  the  Houfe,  we  (hould  exclude  threcr 
fourths  of  the  moft  eflfedive  men  in*  the  kingdom  from  the 
c^ential  defence  of  it.     InSead  of  raifmg  a  large  difpofal^Ie 
W,ce.  we  were  now  raifing  a  large  body  of  men  enjoying 
privileges  and  exemptions  which    were  both  oppreflive  an^l 
4ilguftingtQ  tj)e  Jowerand  morodiftreflfed  clafTcs  of  the  com- 
munity, ai\4  thereby  throwing  the  burthen,  which  thefc  pri- 
vileged perfons  ought  to  bear,  upt)n  thofe  who,  of  all  the 
coninmnity,  were  lead  able  to  bear  it.     We   were  raifmg 
and  fiftabliihing  only  an  inefiici.*nt  force  at  the  bed,  and 
propoGng  regulations  for  its  improvement,  at  the  fame  lime 
that  Parliament  was  under  the  painful  apprehenflon  that  fuch 
regulations  mud  to  a  great  degree  be  unavailing  :  for  Gen- 
tlemen in  the  Houfe  who  promoted  this  fyftein  were  under 
the  necefiity  of  admitting  that  certain  meafurc?,  however 
good  in  themfelves,  muft  not  be  tried  or  atiempicd  to  be  car- 
ried into  execution,  for  fear  that  the  regulations  would  qnt 
be  agreeable  10  thofe  on  whom  they  were  ({efigntd  to  operate, 
and  Miniders  had  faid  that  ihc  fydem  of  volunteer  force  was 
a  delicate  machine.    Now  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  machine 
defigned  for  the  purpofe  of  war  (hould   not  be  of  a  delicate 
texture,  but  Piould  be  made  of  thcife  hardy  and  tough  mate- 
rials that  are  capable  o(  bearing  the  rudeft  (hocks.     He  mufl 
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alfo  iray»  that  irt  every  view  he  couM  take  of  bur  mniuiy 
fyjlemy  it  did  appear  to  him  not  at  all  calculated  for  the  wel- 
fare or  the  fafety  of  this  country  ;  and  that  it  \9ts  ntfcellary 
that  we  (bould  Jofe  no  time  in  the  r^viflon  of  it*;  and  with 
all  the  fpeed  with  which  we  nrnghi  endeavour  to  do  tM$,  God 
only  knew  what  difafter  mighr'Hefal  ur.  He  thought  this  a 
delicate  que(lion>  yet,  he  couid  riot;  dfi  that  account;  pfiifs  it 
pver.  He  was  aftuated  by  no  pcrfonal  motive  vf\\kX^€t,  but* 
obfervinga  fyftem,  the  foundation  of  Whith  Was'fb  utifafe, 
aind  the  fuperfVrudure  of  which  Was' in  every  refped  fo  de- 
fedlive,  it  was  impoflible  to  oafs'  it^  over.  It  might  be  faid' 
that  he  criticifed  thefk  meafures  merely  for  the  (iurpofe  of 
finding  fault  with  his  Majefty's  Miniftcrs,  for  he  hadhfeanF 
a  great  deal  faid  about  his  motives  in  what  he  had  advibced,* 
and  it  had  been  infmuated  that  he  brought  together,  efpt-' 
ctally  on  the  difcuflion  which  related  to  Ireland,  thtte' 
or  four  difcordant  fa^s,  from  faftioirs  riiotives,  for  the  piir-' 
pofe  of  deprcflTing-  the  fpirit  of  the  people  of  this  country  ;• 
find  fadious  motives  had  affo  been  imputed  to  a  right  hon. 
Gentlpman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Pitt),  whoT 
was  as  inflexible  for  integrity,  as  he  was  eminent  in  talent^ 
when  he  brought  forward  his  mbtion  to,  inquire  into  the  ftate' 
of  the  naval  defence  of  this  country,  and  for  which  the  puMtc* 
were  greatly  indebted  to  that  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Nor 
flid  he  underdand  the  propriety  of  the fe  charges  madcagainff 
all  Members  of  the  Houfe,  who  did  not  fupport  the  prefcnt 
Admini  ft  ration,  for  he  did  not  fee  why  integrity  (hould  bc^ 
confined  to  the  precindts  of  the  Treafury,  or  of  Sotncrfet 
Houfe;  and  why  every  man  was  to  bedifpofed  tochinge  th^ 
opinion  of  the  people  of  this  coimtry  againft  the  preiftnt  Ad*' 
miniftration,  who  did  not  approve  of  their  mcaforei,  whcttr 
nine-tenths  of  the  whole  coimtry  did  not  think  them  capable 
of  managing  tlie'affairs  of  the  country,  was  what  he  did  not 
iinderftand.  This  was  a  confiHcration  which  made  htm  in- 
different as  to  what  might  be  faid  of  h's  motives  for  the  part 
he  lock  in  ihcdifcuflion  of  public  affairs.  But  to  return  to 
this  bill ;  every  thing  that  was  ro  be  admired  in  it  came  not 
from  Miniftcrs,  but  from  tboTc  who  difapproved  of  their 
mcafures;  every  thing  that  was  calculated  la  improve  the  vo- 
liiniccr  fylltm,  and  adopted  by  the  Houfe,  was  not  from  the 
aid.  but  in  fpite  of  the  obftinacy  and  blindncfs  of  Minifters. 
What  had  aroufed  the  people  of  this  coun'ryr  A  conv!(9ion 
of  their  danger.  .  But  was  that  conviftion  effc^ed  by  the  ex- 
ertions of  Minifters,  or  rather  dfd  thty  not  impede  the  pro- 
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gtelsof  that  apprehenfton,  by  adopting  a  Tort  of  Stock  Ex- 
change policy »  by  which  they  endeavoured  to  perfuade  trs 
that  a  formidable  invafion  was  not  to  be  expeAed?  Minidera 
had  done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  keep  down  the  fpirit 
of  the  people^  but  it  was  roufed  by  the  genius  and  eloquence 
€f  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Pitt). 
•Nothing  did  he 'find  in  4he  bill|  nor  in  any  part  of  the  mi* 
litary  fyftemofMinifters,  that  waa  not  brought  forward  by 
foaie  perfon  or  other  who  had  no  connexion  whh  ihem,  and 
chiefly  by  the  righi  hon.  Gentletnan  hlmfelf  (Nf  r.  Pitt).  By 
the  prefent  bill  there  were  now  excluded  from  the  ranks  of 
our  regular  force,  three-fourths  of  the  youngeil,  the  fiouteft^ 
knd  in  everyrefped  the  fitteft  men  in  the  country,  to  be  em- 
jiloyed  for  its  f^lfety  and  honour.  Befides  this,  there  were  a 
number  of  men  iti  the  volunteer  corps,  who  were  the  maftera 
of  families,  whO)  if  they  were  called  out,  could  not  long  re-* 
main  in  their  military  chara^er  without  a  ftagnation  in  the 
bufinef^  t>f  the  country:  add  to  this,  that  the  young  men 
:wfa6  wece  without  families,  and  the  fittefl  on  all  accounts  to 
bcih  our  dilpofable  force,  were  locked  up  in  this  inefficient 
lyftem  of  the  volunteer  fervice.  Having  faid  this,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  obforve,  that  the  volunteer  lyflem  rendered  the 
ballot  for  any  other  fervice  almoin  entirely  ufelefis,  and  he 
maintained  that  there  was  in  this  fydem  of  exemption  to  the 
volunteers,  an  hardfltip  which,  upon  the  principle  of  hnma- 
niiy,  as  well  as  policy,,  ought  to  be  altered,  for  the  heavy 
tax  of  providing  fubftitutes  fell  upon  the  lower  clalTes  of 
focietVy  who  could  the  leaft.aiFord  i%  and  who  were  not  in 
the  volunteer  fervice.  tie  again  repeated  the  fentiments  he 
hadljelivercd  on  the  fubjefi  of  an  armed  pcafantry  inf^cad  of 
the  volunteer  fyitem,  who  would  be  a  torce  three  or  four 
times  more  pqwerful  than  that  of  the  volunteers  as  ^  wnr 
.m^cbioe.  He  had  been  accufed  of  holding  language  vtrhich 
tended  todifcourage  the  people  of  this  country,  and  to'  en- 
courage th(5  ehemy.  He  alk^  the  Houfe  whether  he  had 
at  any  time  faid  any  thing  that  would  bear  that  condruflion  ; 
aqd  ifrhether  be  had  not  faid,  that  the  people  of  England 
we^  capable  of  every  thing  that  was  to  be  looked  for  in  a 
brave  ara]^»  that  was,  every  thing  that  was  excellent?  He 
would  not  fay  it  was  far  beyond  any  other  army  in  the 
world,  he  would  fay,,  that  if  n  had  a  fair  opportunity,  it 
would  anfurerfor  itfelf,'  and  he  equal  to  any  upon  the  face  of 
the  eas;th;.  but  he  would  not  fo  far  infultMhe  underdaiulfngs 
o(.fIui(k  who  compofed  our  army  as  to  tell  ihcm  they  had  n«v 
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thihgtb  contend  with,  thtt  would  beat  once  tn  infult  to  thek 
cmdeidanding  and  their  c6urstge»  for  »t  would  appear  as  if 

they  know  nothing  of  the  pisirty  with  whom  they  would  have 
to  contend^,  and  as  if  they  had  not  courage  enough  to  engage 
in  the  contefty  without  being  perfoaded  ther6  was  nqdifficuky 
10  bb  expeded  in  it.  On  tiie  contrary,  the  army  of  this 
country  ought  to  be  to($i  the  truth,  a  truth  which  woi)Id  not 
difmavy  but  would  animate  them ;  that  they  had,  or 
would  foon  have,  to  contend  with  an  army  which,  In 
the  opinion  of  eveiy  liberal  unprejudiced  man»  who 
knew  any  thing  of  the  matter,  was  as  fine  an  army 
as  any  in  Europe ;  that  was  the  defcription  which 
ought  to  be  given  of  the  army  of  the  enemy,  for  tha^ 
was  the  force  with  which  they  would  foon  haVe  to  con- 

,  tend.    To  tell  the  people  of  this  country  that  tliey  would 
only  have  to  contend  with  miferable^conicripts,  was  to  tell 
them  that  which  was  not  true  ;  for  certainly  the  army  of  the 
enemy  was  as  enthufiaftic  in  the'caufe  in  which  they  were 
engaged,  as  well  difciplined,  and  in  every  refpeft  as  fit  for 
.'nilitary  operations,  as  any  'a'rmV  this  hour  in  the  world. 
And  here  again  he   muft  fay,  that  the  armed  peafantry 
would  be  preferable  to  the  fyftem  of  volunteer  force,  be- 
caufe  it  would  be  of  three  or  foiir  times  the  phyfical  force 
of  the  volunteers ;  and  therefore  he  would  fay,  give  every 
peaf^nt  a  pike,  and  there  Woiild  bb  a  more  efficient  body 
oppofed  to  the  entmy  thari  the  volunteers  would  be,  for  fc- 
veral  reafonis.    The  volunteers,  being  matters  of  families, 
could  not  long  be  fpared>  without  ruin  to  the  whole  ttade 
of  the  country  ;  and  they,  jiartakirig  of  the  riatiirc  of  an 
army,  could,  as  had  been' formerly  Uiid  by  an  honourable 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox];  be  met  by  another  army :  but  an 
armed  peafantry  was  what  the  enethy  could  never  meet 
upon  equal  terms.     Nor  was  there  any  objedidh  to  the 
armed  peafantiy,  unlefs  it  was  to  befuppofed  that  nobbdy 
of  men  could  be  fit  for  fighting  who  were  not  drefled  in  red 
coats,  and  who  had  not  been' taught  the  Pruffikn  exerdife. 
Slaving  recapitulated  his  objeftioits  to, the  volurjtecrlyftetn, 
and  his  rcafons  hr  preferring  an  armed  peafantry,  he  no- 
ticed another  point,   which  although  ni>t  fo  immediately 
conne(5ted  as  fome  others  were  with  the  bill  now  before  th© 
Iloufe,  yet  had  a  bearing  upon  it,  he  meant  the  idea  that 

.  had  been  thrown  out  ot  deftroying  our  hbrfes  and  other 
cattle,  as  well  as  provifions,  when  the  enemy  might  ttkGt 
a  landing  :  befidcs  the  barbarous  inhumanity  of  that  idesp 
he  apprehended  the  piadice  of  it  would  be  more  injurious 
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to  ouHclvM  than  any  evils  which  our  enemies  mighty  in  the 

icvent.of  landings  be  able  to  accomplini. 

.    No  one  rifing,  and  there  being  a  loud  cry  of  Quefiion  ! 

i^ueftioal  the  Speaker  was  about  to  put    the  queftton^ 

when 

Mr.  Windham  rofe.  He  confelfed  that  be  felt  no  furprife 
at  the  uneafinefs  which  Miniders  betrayed  by  thef r  cry  for 
the  queftion  to  get  rid  of  the  meafure  before  the  Houfe.   It 
had  certainly  given  them  much  trouble,  and  was  likely  to 
give  them  and  the  country  much  more.    They  might  how- 
ever ftate»  as  a  juftiiication  for  the  filence  which  they  feem- 
ed  willing  to  preferve  upon  this  occafion,  that  all  the  argu- 
ments ufed  by  his  honourable  Friend  who  had  juft  fat  down 
had  been  advanced  before.    I'his  might  be   for  the  moft 
part  true,  but  he  would  aik«  whether  thofe  arguments  had 
tver  been  anfwered,  and  whether  they  did  not  remain 
entirely  unrefuted  ?  tf  fo,  then  they  ought  to  be  repeated, 
in  order,  if  poilible,  to  perfuade  the  pertinacious  adherents 
to  this  dangerous  fyftem  to  yield  to  their  force,  and  to  refort 
to  mpafures  more  confonant  to  wifdom,  and  more  cal- 
culated to  fecure  the  fafety  of  the  country.     But  perhaps, 
Miniftershad  exhaufted  their  eloquence  upon  tliis  fubjed, 
and  being  tired  of  amendment  and  reamendment,  of  com- 
mitment and  recommitment,  of  propofitions  and  recanta- 
tions, were  anxious  to  sfend  the  meafure  out  of  the  Houfe, 
without  any  more  words  about  it.  To  their  wifhes,  however, 
he  was  not  dilpofed  to  yield,  and  as  this  was  perhaps  the  laft 
opportunity  of  fpeaking  upon  this  bill,  he  would  avail  him- 
-felf  of  it  to  enter  his  folemn  proteft  againft  a  meafUre  whiclv 
he  tliought,  if  perfifled  in,  would  lead  toabfolute  rUin.  This 
fentence,  however  harfh,  he  could  not  heiitate  to  pronounce, 
as  the  full  conviAion  of  his  mind.    The  Houfe,  he  ob- 
ferved,  Iiad  never  yet  taken  a  diflinA  view  of  lliis  queftiort.. 
The  point  material  to  be  considered  was,  not  fo  much  what 
had  been  done  towards  the  defence  of  the  empire,  as  what 
had  not  been  done.    By  the  fyftem  to  which  this  bill  refer- 
red, no  one  could  fee  that  any  thing  had  been  acc6mpiifhed 
.  of  a  nature  that  entitled  it  to  praiie.     It  could  not  be  pre- 
leaded  that  it  bad  raifed  the  volunteers,  for  had  nothing  r^- 
ipeAing  it  ever  exifted,  no  man  could  venture  to  alTerC  thaV. 
we  Ihouid  have  had  no  volunteers.    This  fyftem  pfrodFuced 
no  advantage  to  the  volunteers,  while  it  materially  injured 
.oar  re^lar  force,  and  threatened  to  entail  the  moft'ekten- 
.  live  mifchiefs  on  tho country.   It  profefled  to  have  pri'ndpal- 
ly  in  view  the  improvement  of  the  volunteers  In  military  dif- 
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cif^ine^  a  very  4eiinii>le  objeft  no  doubt ;  but  what  had  thcf 
claufe  of  eitemptioQS  to  do  with  difcipline?  To  expunge  that 
4cUu(Ge  would  ,reoiOYe  a  v^ery  important  obgeftiou  to  this  bilf, 
find  itwasabfurd  tofay^  that  to  withdraw  that  bounty  frooai; 
the  volunteers  would  be  injurious  or  unjuft.  It  might,  td 
be  furi^i  ten4  todiminilh  the  number  of  the  voIai|teers,.but 
in.  return,  how  iQUCb  would  itadd,t6  tlie  real  ftrehgth  of 
file  country  ?  The  g^eat  axgument  ufedtin  fupport  of  thiB 
(till  was^  that  under  the  prefent  circumftaoces,  the  yolunteccr 
iorming  our  main  fprce  for  the  defence  of  the  countty; 
theirioiprovement  ought  to  be  the  firft  objefi  of  our  atten- 
4ion  ;  but  without  (topping  to  inquire  why  or  hoyr  the  vo^ 
itunteers  had  thus  become  our  principal  ror<:e,  or  difputing 
.the  propriety  of  communicating  to  them  every  pofSbk  im^ 
provenie^t,  he  would  aikf  whether  the  bill  then  under  con--' 
£deration  .was  calculated  at  all  to  improve  the  volunteer  fyf. 
;temi  and  even  if  it  were,  whether  that  improvement,  or  any 
«of  which  the  fyfiem  wasfufceptLblc^was  notinfignificantia 
;ralue,  compared  to  the  price  which  the  country  was  otr- 
iiged  to  pay  for  it,  in  tolerating  the  exiilence  of  that  fyftem  ? 
The  whole  of  this  cafe,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  might  be  re- 
folved  into  three  .  ptopofitions  ;.  ift,  whether  this  bill  was 
.calculated  tp  improve  the  volunteer  fyftem  ?  2dly,  whe- 
Iher,  while  we  were  improving  this  fyftem,  we  were  not 
.futting  up  our  real  military  :ftrength  ?  and,  thirdly,  whe-* 
,ther  there  was  time  edough  to  new-model  our  public  force^ 
^and  thus  to  prepare  it  againft  the  dangers  which  menaced  usf 
Each  of  thofe  propoiitions  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  dif- 
^eufled,  and  in  his  courfe  took  particular  notice  of  the  aller- 
, lions  fp  often  made  by  the  fuppiorters  of  this  biji — that  the 
,  danger  which  threatened  us  was  fuch  that  we  (honld  a&  as 
if  it  were  certain  ;  and  that  this  danger  was  fo  tranfcendent 
that  notjiing  ihouJd  be  put  in  competition  with  the  means  of 
^Jiroyiding  againft  it.  With  tlie  fecond  afiertion  he  fully 
agreed,  atthe  fame  ^me  he  would  not  fuffer  his  mind  to  be 
fo  wholly^  engrqfled  by  the  confideration  of  the  means  of 
tepelUr^  it,  as  to  overlook  the  xefources  of  our  permanent 
fecurity-^to  purchase  prefent  iafety  at  the  expence  of  fu-f 
ture  danger.  With  refpeA  to  the  idea  tliat  onr  prefent 
danger  was  certain,  and  immediately  to  be  apprehended, 
he  thp^ht  the  prance  of  thofe  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
repeatingthe  aifertion  was  at  variance  with  theu:  language, 
for  it  was  fcarcely  poflible  to  fuppofc  that  if  they  really 
fh(M:^t  the  danger  fo  imminent,  tli^y  would  content  them^ 
jfelyes  with  the  n;ieie  paiBng  of  bills  ,^  that  they  would  not 
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cadi  out  the  yoiunteers  and  put  the  country  in  a  more:  fdr-^ 
midjrble  ftate  than  it  now  is  ;  that  they  woold  be  fo  flow  in 
their  progrefs.    After  dwelling  fome  time  on  thediftiniGKoa^ 
hetween  the  means  of  our  prefent  and -permanent  fafety,  ^' 
diftindion  which  Minifters  appeared,  to  hun  to  overlootd 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proceeded  to  animadvert  on' tho 
proTiuons  of  the  bUl  before  the  Houfe,  which  was  conoj^lft- ' 
ed  with  a  fyftem  that  be  coniidered  the  beginning  of  a  fddet-' 
of  dangers;  and  in  coniidering  this  bill,  the  fair  view  to  tait| 
of  it  was  by  a  comparifon  of  the  daiigers  of  the  pfefent^ 
with  tfaofe  of  the  future ;  of  war  againft  war,  as  Was  faid  of^ 
what  was  called  the  peace  of  Amiens,  that  peace  Whicft  pra-^ 
d^eed  the  prefent  cniis  of  our  affairs,  when  we  are  literailjr- 
prifoners  in  our  own  ifland,  and  contemplating  the  noeans  not 
of  conquering  our  enemy»  but  of  preferviog  ouHelvesiafe 
from  his  attack.  Some  Gentlemen  confefTed  that  the  vdlun^' 
teer  fyftem  was  bad,  but  contended  that  we  muft  go  on,  be- 
caufe  a  change  at  prefent  would  be  dangerous, '    Frpm  (tioC^ 
who  made  the  confeflion  he  muil  of  courfe  expeft  fupport* 
if  he  could  fhew  that  the  danger  of  a  change  was  not  fuch 
as  they  feemed  to  apprehend.     I'hey  profefled  to  think  the. 
country,   in  cpnfequenpe  of  this   volunteer  fyftem,  Xo  b^ 
placed  in  fomething  like  the  fituation  of  a  General,  who  hadt 
put  his  army  in  bad  array,  and  chofen  an  improper  pofition  ;* 
and  he  would  put  it  to  them,  whether  they  would  deeni  it 
advifable  in  fuch  General  to  remain  in  fucn  a  pofition  after 
be  had  difcoveVed  that  it  was  bad,  until  the  enemy  fhould  at« 
lack  him,  or  to  withdraw  his  force  before  the  encmy*s  ap- 
proach ?  or  whether,  if  a  veiTel  was  running  fair  before  ihe 
wind,  it  would  not  be  better  for  the  mafler  to  tack  about, 
than  by  continuing  his  courfe,  expofe  the  veflel  to  be  wreck- 
ed ?  This  ftruck  him  to  be  analogous  to  the  efFeft  of  perfc- 
vcrance  in  the  volunteer  fyftem.     It  might  be  ftated,  how- 
ever, as  it  bad  been,  that  we  could  not  tack  about ;  but  this 
he  denied,  atid  infifted  that  the  farther  we  proceeded  the 
worfe  we  (hduld  become.     If  any  man  (hould  fay  that  the 
rejeflion  of  this  bill  would  goto  diflblve  tbe  volunteers,  he 
would  tell  him  thatconfequence  could  notarife  ;  for  though 
the  fyftem  (liould  be  done  away,  the  men  would  ftill  reniain. 
They  would  not  be  annihilated.  They  would  indeed  lofe  fome 
fcrihs,  and  alfo  their  fine  cloaths,   which  by  tlie  by  would 
be  no   great    lofs,  hut  the  heart  and  fpirit  would  ftilf  >>© 
found.     Like  the  atoms,  which  at  the  laft  day  i^ill  be  cul- 
leded  and  embodied  again,  the  volunteers  would  be  forth- 
coming ftill,   ullhough  their  comniiuees,  the  right  hon.  Se- 
cretary's 
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cicthry's  corrcfpondcnce,  the  crude  meafure  before  thd  ^ 
Houfe,  ihoald  be  heard  of  no  more.     He  would,  however^ 
contend  that  this  bill  would  operate  coniideiably  to  diminiih 
the  volunteer  corps,  and  peiiia^s  it  would  be  faid  tberefoie  . 
that  his  purpofe  would  be  anfwered,  and  that  his  oppofi- 
tioa  to  the  lyflem  Ihouldceafe;  but  to  this  he  begged  to 
repiy^ihat  akhougiithe  billWould  have  the  eiFed  he  men- 
tiort^d,  ftill  it  was  objeftionable,  becaufe  while  it  would 
d|iv«  njuaibers  from  the  .volunteer  corps  by  its  vexatious 
.^gulatioos,  yet  thofe  who  Jiad  need  of  the  excn^piions  would 
remain.    This  was  no  refinement,  but  a  defcriptioh  of  the 
.Baturat  amd  probable  operation  of  this  bill,  which  went  to  per- 
petuate the  fydem,  while  it  would  go  to  diflblve  the  volunteesa- 
So  when  Jooking  to  the  improvement  x>f  difcipline  which  the 
bill  profefled  to  introduce  among  the  volunteera,  and  compar- 
ing' that  with  the  price  to  be  paid  for  it.   One  of  the  confe- 
quehces  would  be  a  dedu£lion  from  the  amount  of  the  volun- 
cecfr  force.   With  refpefi  to  the  opinion,  that  it  would  be  ad«- 
viTb  ^ble  to  em  ploy  the  volunteers  among  our  regular  troops,  he 
had  the  fortune  to  be  fupported  by  the  ideas  of  fome  gvieral 
officers  of  the  highefl  military  charader  in  reprobating  that 
plan-«-a  plan  which  mud  be  produdive  of  the  very  worfi  con- 
fequences.  While  fuch  ideas  were  entertained  and  propagated* 
lie  looked  upon  it  that  we  were  rehearfing  the  piece  which 
was  performed  in  this  country  about  800  years  ago,  under 
Harold — that  we  were  preparing  the  country  for  fubjcAion. 
He  trufted  that  this  proje£t  would  never  be  a£led  upon — that 
fhefate  of  the  country  would  never  be  committed  upon  a 
battle  16  be  fought  between  the  regular  army  of  the  enemy 
and  aii  army  of  our  volunteers,  or  one  confining  of  the  To- 
much  talked  of  mixture.     The  alluHon  to  the  peafantry  of 
La  Vendee  had  been  denied  as  applicable  to  the  cafe  of  ai\ 
armed  peafantry  in  this  country  ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  peafahtry,  conftituted  as  thofe  of  La  Vendee,  would  be 
more  eScAual   than  the  volunteers,     it  was  true  (hat   \hp 
Vendean  peafantry  had  been  defeated,  but  principally  becaufe 
thf-y  had  fought  as  regulars.     To  beat  an   enemy  was  no 
d*  ubt  a  good  ihiiig.     There  was  an  old  receipt  f  r  winning 
a  race,  namely,  **  to  take  the  ica<l,  and  keep  it ;"  but  as  to 
the  rational  means  of  obtaining  fuccefs,  the  peafantry  we r^ 
^Imoft  uniformly  fuccefsfijl  In  annoy iug  theenemy  until  they 
embodied   themfelvel^   in  a  regubr  army,  arul  marched    tu 
Granville  in  the  hope  of  rcct-iving  fume  fuccours  froip   this 
buuntfy*    ^Lbai  was   the  pcriofl  ^'iu>n,  and. the  manner,  ip 
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which,  chofe  peafantry  were  beaten  ;  Aick  aa«ttolple  would 
ferve  to  fliew  how  our  volunteers,  or  ratber  our  armed  pea^ 
faniry,  (bould  be  employed.  The  cha,ra£bejr  of  regular  troopi 
could  not  fMit  or  become  fuch  a  force ; .  it  wfis  folly  to  th^k 
oF  (6  apptyiog  them.  From  every  'thing  that  he  had  heard^ 
Miniilers  might  as  well  think  of  '<  divi4ing  the  tranfieal 
air,"  as  of  fending  forih  the  volutiteers  as  a  regular  army* 
Thefe  volunteers,  however,  he  confidered  as  a  kind  of  moo* 
grel  inditiition,  half  regular  and  half  irregular,  which  ce- 
fembled  fumewhat'^he  Rate  of  the  man  So  ladicroufly  narrated 
by  Pope  to  have  been  half  circumcired,  and  therefore  not  cif -< 
cumcifed  at  all.  The  fyftem  of  the  vptimicers  was  fuch  as  not 
to  fit  them  for  any  thing  efFedive.  Minifter^  thought  they 
wt^  a£lingupon  a  wife  piao»  becapfe  volunteers  were  (aid  t^ 
have  done  fo  much  during  the  progrefs  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion ;  but  the  faft  was,  that  there  was  no  parallel  between 
fuch  volunteers  and  ihofe  which  were  coUeAed  In  tliis  coun^ 
try — no,  nut  the  lead  analogy.  The  volunteers  of  Francet 
who  really  refembled  thofe  of  tliis  country,  namely,  the  na-* 
lional  guards  of  Paris,  and  others  of  that  defcriptioQ,  wcro  • 
never  in  any  one  infiance  marched  to  the  frontier.  1 1  never  was 
attempted  to  oppole  them  to  an  enemy  as  regdUr  troops ;  but 
the  voluAteers  who  were  really  fo  oppc^ed  were  the  fame  as  our 
regmlar  troops,  only  that  their  pay  was  highetf  and  that  they 
had  the  elpftioe  ^  their  oflScers.  They  voluntfired,  to  be 
fune ;  but  then  they  wipre  at  leaft  eighteen  months  ^mdpr  artaa 
and  receiving  military  inflruCtion  before  they  were  taken  ta 
meet  the  enemy*  Such  was  the  cafe  with  the  French  volvni* 
tcers  who  fought  at  Jemappe  and  other  engagements.  There* 
fore,  Minifters  were  much  deceived,  if  the  mere  name  of  ro^ 
looteers  in  France  (hould  induce'  them  to  deduce  any  argu^ 
ment  fevourable  to  the  notion  that  any  fimilitude  did  eaift 
between  them  and  the  volunteers  of  this  country,  and  tbar^ 
hecaufe  oien  who  had  received  18  months  previous  difctpUne 
wbre  taken  into  the  field  as  regular  troops,  that  therefore  U 
would  be  prudent  to  bring  fbrward  our  volunteers  in  the 
fame  way.  To  reckon  on  the  volunteer  fyftemasa  fource  ^ 
permanent  defence  he  confidered  a  mockery,  as  i|  wi|s  ^  cijen* 
lureof  ceal  and  circumftancee  which  wer^  not  likely  tp)>fi 
permanent;  and  fo  (enfible  were  Minifters  thepufelveso^ 
this,  that  they  held  .out  exeeeplioni^-^hey  eiLpited  bPpe  u4 
fear,  in  order  to  keep  .the  volunteers  together.  Ttmy  attached 
a  penalty  toimy  man  wbo  ihonldleMB  a¥olw!e^eorp8,,a4»4 
gave  a  bouniy  toany  meftrwho  (£nt<re4  one.  Her  waa  aware 
that  a  confidernble  DDoiber«f  IToiiiateers  tedpflglg^  with9}U 
VuL.  II.  1803-4.  H.h  an/ 
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My  view  to  exmsptions  ^rom  ballot ;.  rboie,  too,  had  entered 
from  that  confideration  alone.  To  take  away  the  exemption 
from  the  former  could  not  be  deemed  a  har(h  proceeding, 
for,  in  their  original  engagement,  being  influenced  by  their 
pal riotifro  and  public  fpirit,  the  fame  motives  would  immedi- 
ately reconcile  them  to  a  meafure  evidently  ruggefted  by  a  de* 
fire  to  fupply  the  other  members  of  our  national  force ;  while 
to  deprive  the  latter  of  thofe  exemptions  could  not  be  much 
complained  of.  He  did  not  mean  to  blame  thofe  who  had 
a  view  to  the  exemptions  when  they  became  volunteers  ;  he 
only  blamed  Miniilers  and  their  advocates  in  this  fydem,  who 
were  fo  imprudent  as  to  hold  out  fuch  a  tonus  to  them,  a  tonus 
fo  coyfiderable,  that  in  his  judgment  it  was  quite  fufficient  rs- 
compence  to  the  volunteers  for  their  attendance  at  exerctfe, 
.and  therefore  he  highly  difapproved  of  the  propofed  allowance 
of  pay.  A  great  deal  had  been  faid  about  the  friends  and 
enemies  of  the  volunteers ;  but  fure  he  was,  that  thofe  per- 
fbns  could  not  be  their  friends,  who  infinuated  that  the  vo« 
lunteers  would  refign  in  crowds,  if  the  exemptions  were 
taken  from  them  ;  for  fuch  a  fuppofition  was  a  reproach  to 
the  volunteers,  the  juftice  of  which  he  never  would  admit. 
It  was  impoflibl^  that  men  aduated  by  fuch  gallant  notions 
as  evidently  infpired  the  refpeflable  body,  would  tenaciooQy 
demand  a  privilege  which  interfered  fo  criuch  with  the  re* 
crulting  of  the  regular  army,  and  which  had  fuch  influ- 
ence on  the  proerefs  of  balloting,  that  the  army  of  referve 
was  now  literally  at  a  (land,  and  14,000  men  fliort  of  the 
complement  voted  by  Parliament ;  that,  in  fa£l,  the  burthen 
of  the  balloting  was  in  confequence  of  thofe  exemptions, 
thrown  upon  thofe  lead  able  to  bear  it — upon  poor  lalioDrers 
with  fmall  families,  &c.  and  fhat  at  this  moment  there  are 
not  lefs  than  50  guineas  offered  for  ful^ftitutes— .fuch  is  the 
fcarcity  of  men  occafloned  by  the  claufe  of  exemptions.-  To 
demonflrate  the  probability  of  efleds  fuch  as  he  had  mentioned 
with  refpe£l  to  the  prelfure  of  the  ballot  on  the  poor,  for 
whom  Parliament  (hould  particularly  intereft  it  felt,  he  had 
only  to  obfervc,  that  every  volunteer  corps  was  a  felfrtcleded 
tribunal,  which  had  the  power  of  rendering  any  man  within 
the  didrift  it  t>elonged  to  liable  to,  or  of  releafing  him  from 
fRb  operation  of  the  ballot. ''Nowr  as  the  volunteer  corps 
W^e  lift  ^gerieral  compofedq'^  thb  wealthy  tradefmen, 
{\\t  ptbhMiity  was  that  they  would  admit  thofe  of  their 
iwn  dafs' tty  their  privileged 'bodiesy^Dfd  rejeSthe  labouring 
poor  fubje£l'to  the  ballot.  This- was  a  cafe^whtch  appealed 
to  the  Juftice jind'  humaaicy  of  the •Hteife,  add  •Wil5  particu* 
\  ^  '  V  .      -    lariy 
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larly  eniitied  to  attention.«-^The  right  hoh.  Gentlemin  no<* 
ticed,  among  the  evils  of  the  volunteer  fyftenif  the  contraft 
that  miift  arife  between  volunteers  and  the  regular  army»  par- 
ticularly on  the  fcore  of  military  4iftin£lion»  which  was*  a 
thing  to  be  regarded  ;  for  military  diflinaion  arofe  out  of  tbt 
nature  of  things,  and  was  eflential  to  the  (Iruftureof  an  army. 
It  was  a  diftinAion  of  which  Parliament  fhould  be  more  te] 
nacious  than  of  any  other  which  arofe  out  of  fa£Htious  no- 
tions. Military  diftinAioil  he  felt  Was  grown  cheap  of  late, 
and  officers  were  not  by  any  means  fo  ambitious  of  entering 
into,  or  acquiring  rank{in  the  line,  while  they  could'  obtain 
coofequence,  and  better  provifion  for  iheir  families,  by  en- 
gaging in  the  militia,  the  army  of  referve,  or  the  volunteers. 
This  he  knew  to  be  a  very  general  fentiment  among  the  offi- 
cers, particularly  tbofe  who  belonged  to  the  army  of  referve. 
They  confelTed  they  had  no  objeSion  to  the  regular  artny, 
but  that  a  folidtude  for  their  families  induced  them  to  prefer 
that  force  in  which  their  families  would  be  better  provided 
for.  This  was  very  natural;  and  our  regular  army  had  from 
this  and  other  caufes  obtained,  for  Tome  time  back,  no  ac- 
ceffion  of  ftreogth,  nor  was  it  likely  to  obtain  any.  He  was 
forry,  tiowever,  that  Its  merits  Ihould  have  induced  a  recur- 
rehce  to  the  plan  of  raiflng  men  for  raiik.  He  thought  that  the 
experience  of  that  abominable  fyftem,  in  thecourfe  of  the  latt 
war>  was  fuffictent  to  forbid  the  idea  of  ever  reforting  to  it 
again.— The  right  hon.  Gentleman  exprefled  the  fatisnidion 
he  felt  that  bis  opinion  on  this  queftion  was  {upparted  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  ; — *«  my  hon.  Friend  (faid 
Mr.  Windham)  as  I  am  fure  he  will  allow  me  to  call  him,  and 
as'I  well  may  call  him  on  fubjeQs  on  which  we  fogenerally 
.  agree,  having  commonly  found  it  fo  difficult  \0f9rbear  call- 
ing him  fo  when,  unhappily,  we  fo  totally  difagreed."  {Here 
Mr.  Fix  hufed )  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  purfued  his 
ceofures  t>f  the  volunteer  fyftem.  It  was  an  inftitution  con- 
taining the  feeds  of  future  and  incalculable  mifchiefs.  In  the 
words  of  the  poet,  it 

••  Hath  nituic  which  Sn  ttmc  wUl  vipcM  breed^ 
**  Nu  looth  at  prjBfenc/* 

Miniftcrs  and  their  fupporters  would  find  this  to  be  the  re* 
full,  and  they  might  have  reafon  mod  to  repent  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  fyOem  when  it  would  ttim  out  difficult  to  over^ 
come— when  they  wootd  feel  it  riot  as  the  ferpent  whidi 
Hetcutei  Could  deflroy,  'but  as  the  ferpent  deftroying  the  ' 
her^lean  Minifttr  [at  hughX.    The  right  hon.  Gcntleitian 

H  h  a  firongly 
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firongly  fejprobsited  the  iMie  and  cry  wfaicb  had  bbon  ezcitedt 
and  principaUjr  by  the  GemWrnen  on  the  Trearory  Bettch, 
againft  Ut  thofir  who  had  freely  delivered  their  opinions  in 
coffideaiitttioo  of  the  Yolunteer  fyftem*  Such  an  outcry »  he 
bald  no  hefuation  in  faying^  was  difgracefol  to  any  cnsa  who 
contrtbotedto  ratfir  it^and  would  be  almod  equally  difgraceful 
toany  manwho  raffisredhfscoitdu^tobe  influenced  bpt;  but  it 
waaevfdeDtly  one  of  ihe  culpable  charaderiftics  of  the  prefcnc 
AdmintftratioB^  that-they  had  toti  much  a yiew*to  that  popular 
favour  whicbv  unicfs  under  certain  modificattons  and  re- 
ftridions,  ftonld  not  operato  upon  the  prticeedtngs  of  Go- 
vernntehU  They  fiinetedy  perhaps,  if  they  could  fncceed  io 
exciting  popular  clamour  againft  a  Member,  ehey  (hould  re« 
ftrain  him  from  declaring  opinions  hodile  to  tiieir  meafures; 
but  they  were  exceffively  miftaken  if  they  fuppofed,  beeaufe 
that  fear  had  To  much  effefi  upon  thefmfelves,  it  would  have 
an  equal  cffed  upon  the  minds  and condud  of  otheis.-— There 
Mas  anoiker  topic  to  which  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  aUvdc  ; 
tbtf  was  an  intention,  which  adcarding  to  rumoitf  cKifted, 
of  mixing  the  volunteers  with  the-regulars  in  the  event  of  an 
iavafion ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  rendering  the  former  pcrfeft 
in  difcipline,  employing  ihfrnQn<rComniiHioned  officers  bf  the 
latter.  Independently  of  the  reafons  he  had  already  affigoed 
againft  fuch  %  pUm^  he  had  to  mention  that  fuch  an  employ* 
ment  of  the  i^ulav  non-oommiflioned  officers  would  be  pro* 
dndive  of  itinch  confufion.  In  the  ficft  place,  he  underflood 
the  regular  regiments  were  by  no  means  over^Aipplied 
with  thofe  very  ufeful  officers;  and  even  if  they  WfBfc,it 
would^  in  his  judgment,  tend,  much  to  injure  the  dtfctplioo 
of  the  regular  army  to  purfue  this  plan,  indeed  if  the  fer* 
jeants  and  corporals  were|to  be  thus  withdrawn  eccfK 
fronaliy  fr6m  their  own  corps,  it  would  be  folly  to  ibink  of 
preferving  difcipline  among  fhe  regulars; '  it  would* in  fad  be 
rowing  Againft  the  firearm.  With  all  tlic  confidenoe  that  he 
had  in  the  difpofitton  of  our  negular  army,  the  right  hoQ. 
Gentleman  declared,  that  hc-wouM  not  wifit  to  try  them  by 
fuch  aconneSion,  It  would  be  rather  a  dangerous  expert* 
ment  upon  their  difcipline  and  th^eir  habits.  The  volunteers 
had  the  fame  f«a)hfcrs  And  the  £ime  appearance,  wiiht  boyr- 
ever^  better  cloachs  and  more  mteey.  They  were  ^alfot .  to 
be  fure^  to  haWif  their  new  mtttiny  biU  ptinted  on  fatin.}  But 
what  was'  to  be  the  confequence  of  the  propoTed  uiiesmix- 
turt '  How  .were  the  ferieanis  and  porporais  in  fuck  ticafe 
to  aA  ?  Tbey  nsioft  fpeak  iri  two  different  languages,  aoe  to 
the  volunteers;  and  the  othet  td  (heir  own  regiments*   They 
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muft  atfrefs  cich  from  diflFerenc  fides  of  their  moutjli  or 
very  unpleafant  fconfequences  may  enfiie  among  volunteers^ 
foch  indeed  as  he  onderftood  had  nearly  arifen  in  a  recent 
ioftaoce,  in  confequence  of  fothe  rough  expreffi^ns  uCed 
by    a    military    officer    in    drilling  a    certain    volunteer 
corps.     Of  thcfe  rough  expreiiions,  or  of  fwearing  tipon 
sMy  oceaGon,  ice*   too  often  re(brted   to  by   the  lower 
da(s  of  milirary  men,  he  highly  dirapproved ;  but  the  ha- 
bits of  men  were  not  to  be  Aiddenly  changedi  and  perhaps 
there  were  fome  to  whom  rough  language  was  neceflary. 
How  then  were    ferjeaois  and   corporals^  ufed  from  qe- 
ceflhy  to  fuch  language,  to  behave  when  introduced  to  the 
wolunteers  i    Wl^o  talking  to  them  they  muft  be  courteous 
and  pottfe ;  and  if,  upon  returning  to  their  inen,  they  (hould 
addrefr  theni  in  fuch  a  ftraioi  how  "would  the  latter  feel  ? 
Why,  it  wo^Id  probably  be  as  ftrange  to  them  as  the  beha- 
viour of  Nell  to  the  fervants  in  the  farce  fa  laugh).     But,  to 
be  feriouss  continued  the  right  hon.  Gentlman,  this  fyftem 
would  tend  to  the  worft  efieSs,     It  would,  in-  fad,  drive  dif- 
cipltne  out  of  the  regular  army»  without  transfering  it  to  the 
vricmteera^-'it  would  be  to  fpoil  the  one- without  improving 
the  other.    The  rigHt  honourable  Gentleman  repeated,  that 
the  whole  fyftem  which  this  bill  was  meant  to  contimie  was 
incurably  bad,  and  yet  it  Teemed  to  be  the  refolution  to  pur- 
foe  it ;  aifd  principally  becaufe  it  had  b^un,  &nd  gone  on 
folong.    We  were  thus  prc^ceeding  in  fomething  like  the 
career  of  a  fpendthrifr,  who  got  fodeep  in  extravagance  that 
he  thought  it  of  no  ofe  to  alter  his  career.     We  feemed  to  he 
in  the  fitoation  of  a  horfe  in  a  full  gallop.     We  were,   in  a 
word,  fo  anxious  to  get  on,  without  paufing,  that  he  knew 
DOthing  to  compare  it  to  but  the  ludicrous  dire^on  to  fome 
iBtflengerK,  that  <'  they  (hould  make  fuch  hade,  that  if  they 
Ikeuld  fall  down  they  (hould  nof  ftaytogct  op  again/' — The 
voiuuteers  which  extfted  under  the  prefent  fyftem  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  knew  not,  nor  ever  heard  of,  any  force  to 
refcmble,  except  the  Federes  of  France,   which  were  fuch  as 
every  general  wifhed  to  keep  from  his  camp.     They  formed, 
in  his  opinion,  a  dreadful  inOitutton,  and  all  the  folios  that 
could  be  pafied  in  that  Houfe  could  not  render  them  ah  effi- 
cieat  force  under  their  prefent  conftitution.     They  were 
quite  unparalleled  in  military  hiftory;  mere  Weftminfter  flail 
Ibldiers,  where  the  Attorney  General  and  the  whole  fmtthery 
were   fet  to  v^ork,  to  hammer  out  their  duty    [a  general 
/asjj*).— Ifihis  new  military  code  we're  merely  a  fiibjed  of 
bvfhtet'^f  )t  wer^  nothing  otore  than  a  fodmg  away  the 
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limQ  of  ParHament  to  conftrud  or  even  to  rovife  it — if  it 
were  only  expoling  Parliament  to  the  ridicule  of  Europe,  to* 
do  fo  it  might  be  fomewhat  tolerable,  but  it  was  foineihing 
more— it  threatened  dangerous  effedte  herjeafter. 

"  Hat  nigrac  feria  ducunt  in  mala.** 

llie  right  hon.  Gentleman  concluded  by  declaring,  that 
the  biU  was  not^  of  a  nature  which  could  give  fatisfadion 
to  the  volunteers,  or  to  the  country. 

The   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  a(loni(bed  at  the 
fpeech of  theright  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  laft  addrefled  the 
Houfe.    It  appeared  to  hiin  that  the  fpeech  had  merely  been 
intended  to  comprefs  in  one  view  the   varioiis  objefiions,- 
*  vfhic\\  on  fo  many  former  occaflons  he  had  urged  againft  the 
volunteer  fydem.     If  the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  Gen* 
tieman  were  to,  be  urged  to  ail  their  extent,   the  faft  waff, 
that  they  tended  to  the  utter  dtflblution  of  the  volunteer  fyf-- 
tem.     in  this  point  of  view^  he  could  not  imaging  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  arguments  would  meet  with  the  flight-* 
elt  fupport.     It  was  not  denied,  that  the  volunteer  fyllemk 
furniihed  the  moil  jmportant  part  of  our  national  defence  at 
the  prefent  moment,  and  it  would  furely  not  be   contended  • 
that  a  fyftem  fo  effentially  connedled  with  the  independence 
of  the  empire,  fliould  be  aboliihed.     It  was  rather  extraor- 
dinary, therefore,  that  the  right  hon.  Get)tieman  /hould  pre- 
tend at  fiich  a  crifii  to  attack  the  efficiency  of  fo  great  a  na-  . 
tional  ertabliOimeni.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  talked 
a  great  deal  of  the  prefent  Arudure  of  the  army,  but  hejiad 
not  fpoken  of  it  compared  with  what  it  was  under  other  cir«o 
cumftances  of  the  country.     He  would  now  call  on  thofe 
who  fo  loudly  objeded  to  the  volunteer  fyllem,  to  ftate  why*  '. 
under  their  own  connection  with  his  Majedy'aiGoyernment, 
that  fyflem  had  been  fo  extenfively  encouraged,  as  under  the 
adminiilration  of  the  right  hon»  Gentleman,  who  had  fo  zea-* 
loufly  oppofed  this  fyftem,  no  fewer  than  150,000  volunteers 
were  embodied.     It  Teemed  to  him  rather  Angular,,  that  the: 
volunteer  fyflem  fliould  now  be  attacked  as  altogether  feeble 
and  inefficient^  as  applicable  to  the  danger  which  threatened^ 
the  country.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  feemed,  however, 
to  argue,  \\\zx  the  volunteer  fyilen>  had  interfered  with  the 
eftabliihment  of  the  regular  army.     Againd  fuch  an  opinion* 
he  begged  leave  to  enter  his  folemi^  proieft.  He  muft  further 
be  permitted  to  obfcrve,  that  the  prefent  extended  efiabliih- 
nient  of  the  volunteers  had  not -at  all,  asTome  Gentlemen  ima- 
ginedi  interfered  with  the  recruiting  of  the  regular  army.  On 
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tfie  contrary^  he  would  beg  leave  to  afTert,  that  the  regular 
army  was  now  much  greater  in  Ir«tond  than  it  was  at  the 
mod  critical  period  of  the  1  aft  war*  To  this  ilatement  he 
might  addy  that  though  only  nine  months  had  elarpfed  fince  the 
prcfent  war  commenced,  the  regular  army  wa^  only  fifteen 
thoufand  (hort  of  what  it  was  at  the  end  of  the  late  war, 
though  that  war  continued  no  lefs  than  nineyeaVs.  But  the 
light  hdn.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  !a(t  had  dated,  ihat  \ht  re- 
cruiiiitg  of  the  regular  army  had  been  extremely  flow  in  its 
operation.  He  wiflied  that  the  volunteer  fyilem  (hould  be 
confidered  on  fair  and  full  grounds.  It  was  not  contended 
-  that  volunteers  could  fuperfede  the  neCefliiy  of  regular  troops ; 
but  it  was  argued,  that  where  a  fufficient  number  of  regular 
troops  could  not  be  procured,  the  fervices  of  volunteers  niight 
bc'commiited  in  their  room.  It  was  at  the  lame  time  to  be 
kept  iti  view,  that  the  fervicps  of  the  volunteers  could  be 
commanded  with  a  degree  of  rapidity  which  by  no  othef  ex- 
ertions could  be  procured:  The  volunteers  were  never  meant 
to  fuperfede  a  regular  army  ;  but  their  ftrviccs  might,  never- 
thelcfs,  be  of  the  higheft  importance.  He  did  not  ftate  this 
on  his  own  cfpihion  o^  authority,  but  on  \lre  opinion  of  fotn^ 
of  the  moft  diftingirifhed  military  characters  in  this  country. 
He  begged' leave  to  obferve,  that  no  lefs  tnilttary  charaders 
than  Lord  Moira,  the  commander  in  chief  in  Ireland,  and 
Gen.  Simcoe,  had  agreed  in  dating,  that  the  volunteers,  united 
with  the  troops  of  the  line,  would  be  found  fully  adequate  to 
every  fort  of  military  fervice.  The  opinion  of  the  laft  men- 
tioned officer  muft  be  confidered  by  the  Houfe  highly  intereft- 
ing.  It  was  an  opinion  founded  on  potiiive  experience  of 
the  difcipline  of  the  whoje  of  the  volunteers  in  the  fouthern 
p^tX  of  Devonfliire.  A  great  deal  of  ftrefs  was  laid  an  the 
necefliiy  of  employing  an  armed  pcafaniry,  and  arguments 
had  been  employed  to  (hew  that  this  was  the  fpecies  of  force 
moft  applicable  to  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  empire. 
He  mtift  however  afFert,  that  nothing  in  ihehiftory  of  warfare 
at  all  tended  to  (hew  that  the  prefent  fyftem  of  the  volunteers 
was  not  fupertor  to  that  defiultory  mode  of  fighting  which 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  feemed  fo  power* 
fully  to  recommend.  It  was  to  be  kept  in  view  alfo,  that 
the  ctiftencc  of  the  prefent  eftablilhment  of  volunteers  was 
nor  at  all  fnconfiflent  with  the  training  of  ah  armed  peafantry. 
With  his Majefty  remained  the  pbwerof  calling  fo.r  the  fer- 
▼icciof  Vrhatever  proportion  of»  hisfubjeas  were  nccelfiiry 
foi'thie  ph)tedian^f  the  eai{)iieir  Some  hon.  Genciemeti 
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feemed  tothink»  that  if  an  armed  peafantry  had  bceD  reforted 
to,  the  coumry  would  have  been  placed  in  a  ftate  of  greater 
fafety,  than  by  the  ufe  of  volunteers.  He  really  did  not  fet 
that  any  arguments  had  been  ufed  «to  fupport  fuch  a  fug* 
geftion.  The  national  guards  of  France  bad  been  employed 
againft  the  armed  peafantry  of  La  Vendee,  and  had  triumphed  . 
over  them  though  they  had  encountered  the  utmoft  energy  and 
fptrit.  The  volunteers  of  this  country  now  were,  as  nearly 
as  could  be,  affimilaied  to  the  national  guards  of  France,  and 
when  he  mentioned  what  they  did,  not  in  La  Vendee  alone, 
but  at  the  battle  of  Jemappe  and  other  engagementsat  the  early 
part  of  the  late  war,  he  would  not  be  denied  a  fair  inference* 
that  the  volunteer  fyflem  could  not  be  held  in  a  contemptible 
point  of  view.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  fair,  to  afTume  it  as  a 
principle  that  thofe  who  compofed  volunteer  corps  had  en- 
tered ^th  a  view  of  efcaping  any  other  fpccies  of  fervice.  Oq 
the  other  hand,  he  had  reafon  to  kno#  that  many  iodividuaia 
were  members  of.volunteer  corps  who  bad  no  claims  of  ex- 
emption to  induce  them  to  take  this  ftep.  .  But  With  all  thi^ 
the  recruiting  fervice  had  not  materially  fiiflFered.  The  regular 
army,  even  under  the  exiflence  of  the  prefent  exteiided  efta- 
.blilhment  of  volunteers,  was  not  fuffering  under,  greater  in*> 
^ctmveniencies  than  during  the  late  war,  when  the  volunteer 
fyftem  was  much  lefs  widely  extended.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  replied  generally  to  feveral  -  other  objefiions 
againft  the  volunteer  fyftem,  and  concluded  by  expreffiog  a 
hope  that  the  bill  would  pafs  the  Houfe  without  further  ^« 
polttion. 

Mr,  Fox  dated  the  reafons  which  induced  him  to  opppfoi 
the  bill.  He  denied  that  thofe  whaoppofe  tlie  bill  were  to 
be  considered  as  at  all  enemies  to  the  volunteer  eAablifliimot* 
It  was  not  by  any  means  to  a  voluntary  force  thait  any  objec^ 
tion  was  produced,  but  that  inftead  of  four  hundred  thoufand 
men,  forming  the  prefent  body  of  volunteers,  no  Ufa  than 
two  millions  might  have  been  ready  to  oppofe  any  invading 
enemy,  by  following  (heeflablifhmcnt  of  an  armed  peafantry. 
Withregardto  theefficiency  of  our  volunteers,  he  did  noitbink 
that  the  fpecies  of  argument  adopted  on  the  prefent  occaGon 
could  be  admitted.  What  had  been  efiefied  by  an  armed 
peafantry  was  fuSiciently  feen  in  America,  La  Vendee^  and 
in  Corfica.  In  the  late  war  be  vould  allow  that  the  FicncU 
national  guards  triumphed  oyer  the  arpied  peafantry,  but 
this  was  not  eifeded  without  a  conftderable  (Iruggle.  ,Mor« 
than  one  campaign  dapCicd  before  this  o^i^St  was  a^frooi^ 
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pliflied.  'But  vrhzt  happened  in  th»  inftance  was  na  cri- 
terion for  what  ought  now  to  be  adopted  as  applicable  to 
our  prefent  circuoiitances.  We  had  not  to  thtnlc  how  a 
campaign  was  to  be  fupported»  but  how  invafion,  if  it 
(boiild  lake  place,  was*  to  be  itftmediately  repelled.  It  would 
r.or  be  denied  that  the  volunteers  would,  in  due  ttmci  be 
made  capable  of  any  fpecies  of  fervice;  but  the  queflion 
was,  under  the  prefent  circumflances  of  the  empire,  what 
was  the  fpecies  of  force  mofl  applicable  to  an  immediate 
crfis?  An  armed  peafantry  appeared  to  be  the  mod  efficient 
fpecies  of  force,  and  that  was  the  force  which  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  recommend  as  particularly  applicable  to  the 
dangers  with  which  the  empire  was  threatened.^  He  was 
anxiousi  from  a  conviAion  that  our  regular  army  was  in- 
fufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  that  the  whole 
population  of  the  country  iliould  be  called  into  aSivtty. 
ilegave  full  credit  to  the  declarations  of  the  gallant  officers, 
whofe  teftimonics  rcfpeding  the  efficiency  of  the  volunteers 
had  been  mentioned ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  he  could  not  con* 
cetve  it  poffible  to  fuppofe,  that  the  volunteer  fyftem  was  at 
all  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  general  training  of  the' 
country.  In  the  one  cafe,  there  was  a  certain  proportion  of  / 
the  community  very  imperfefUy  difciplined  ;  in  the  other, 
there  was  a  vaft  mafs  of  adive  population  fufficient  to  over- 
come any  invading  force,  however  powerful  in  point  ofdifci*- 
pline,  or  however  formidable  in  point  of  numbers.  The 
hon«  Member  then  went  over  the  arguments  ufed' by  Mr. 
Wifidham,  which  he  iltuftrated  and  confirmed.  He  pointedly 
condemned  the  whole  condud  of  Minifters  fo  far  as  the  mili- 
tary fyftem  of  the  country  was  concerned,  and  gave  it  as 
his  (lecided  opinion,  that  the  bill  was  an  additional  proof 
of  the  weoknefsand  incapacity  of  his  Majefty's  prefent  Go^ 
Ycrnment. 

The  Chancillor  of  the  Exchequer  wifhed  to  advert  to  afew 
points  that  had  been  taken  notice  of  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  bad  juft  fat  down.  .The  opinion  olF  Lord  Moira,  which 
he  had  formeily  ftated,  he  had  received  not  confidentially, 
but  merely  from  the  public  retnfns  of  the  noble  Lord.  The 
opinion  of  General  Simcoe  he  had  given  on  the  fame  grbunds 
as  llated  tnhis  return  for  the  divifion  which  he  commanded* 
The  icftffwony  of  the  perfons  to  whom  he  had  alluded  were 
well  known,  and  itiight  be  regarded  as  very  good  authorities 
for  the  opinion  which  he  bad  fupported  of  the  efficiency  ol 
the  volunteers. 
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Sir  James  Pulteney  faid,  that  whatcref  miglit  have  been 
his  opinion  about  the  propriety  of  inflituting  a  volunteer 
foicc  in  the  firft  tndance,  yet  as  it  had  been  adopted,  he 
would  now  take  the  Cyflem  as  he  found  it,  and  he  had  no  hcfi- 
tarion  in  faying,  that  upon  the  whole  he  approved  of  this 
bill.  He  was  very  far  from  agreeing  with  ihofe  who  faid 
that  a  little  difciplinc  was  worfc  than  none  ;  he  did  not  fay 
the  volunteers  were  pcrfeft,  but  furely  the  difciptine  they 
had  attained  inuft  make  them  better  foldiers  than  if  they  had 
none.  One  great  branch  of  difcipline  was  the  ufe  of  tho 
firelock  ;  that  the  volunteers  had  attained  ;  the  next  was 
marching  ;  in  that  aifo  they  had  made  very  confiderable  im* 
provement  ;  and  the  third,  which  was  perhaps  of  as  great 
confequence  as  the  others,  was  the  acquirement  of  fteadt- 
nefs  and  regularity.'  All  thefe  the  volunteers  had  in  a  great 
degree  attained  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  with  the  (pirit 
they  poflTcircd,  they  would  be  eminently  ufeful.  It  had  bcca 
faid,  that  the  volunteers  ought  not  to  be  employed  in  line 
againft  regulars;  but  even  if  they  were  not,  the  difcipline 
they  had  attained  would  be  very  far  from  difqualifying  them 
for  any  other  kind  of  fervice.  Much  had  been  faid  about  an 
armed  peafantry  of  two  milliohs  of  men,  but  it  was  obvious 
that  only  a  given  number  could' be  brotight  to  aft  againft  50 
or  60,000,  fuppofmg  the  French  could  land  fo  many,  ^nd 
therefore  100,000  armed  peafantry  would  in  that  cafe  be  as 
useful  as  two  millions.  It  had  been  argued  that  the  volun- 
teer fyfiem  injured  the  recruiting  for  the  army,  from  the 
uimiber  of  exemptions  that  were  granted  ;  but  he  could  not 
concur  in  this(»pinion,  becaufe  it  was  known  that  there  were 
\ery  few  principals  either  in  the  militia  or  the  army  of  re- 
fcrve,  as  they  were  almoft  entirely  compofed  of  fubfti  utcs. 

Mr.  D  ckinfon  di fa pp roved  of  the  conduft  of  Minincrs 
with  refpeft  to  the  volunteer  fyftem.  However,  in  the  pre- 
feni  danger,  he  would  confent  to  any  propoiition  for  augment- 
ing the  army,  the  militia,  or  the  volunteers. 

Mr.  Rofe  rai<t,  he  was  a  ftrong  friend  to  the  volunteer 
fyftem,  becaufe  he  thought  it  would  be  produdive  of  the 
grcateft  advantage.  With  regard  to  the  bill  before  the  Houfe, 
he  confefled  it  had  difappointed  him,  becaufe  he  expelled  it 
would  have  remedied  many  inconveniences  which  had  been 
felt  in  the  country,  but  which  it  left  untouched.  He  was 
the  more  dif appointed  becaufe  from  a  meafure  that  had  occu- 
pied the  atteniion  of  Parliament  fo  lofig,  it  was  natural  to 
cxpe£l  that   much  would  be  done  \  but  in   fa£l  this   bill  did 
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almod  nothing.  There  was,  indeed,  but  one  claufe  in  the 
bill  which,  in  his  opinion,  could  produce  anfgoodeffedyand 
that  was  a  claufe  introduced  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Pitt}.  He  thouifhi  this  claufe  of  great* importance,  becaufQ 
it  gave  every  poflibic  encouragement  to  the  vohinteers  to  go 
cue  for  the  purpofe  of  exercife  ;  but  he  was  forry  to  find  that 
I  the  money  allowed  was  to  be  laid  out  in  neceifaries,  bccaufe 

he  thought  it  would  very  ponfidcrably  take  away  the  induce* 
ment  that  was  hcjd  out  to  them.      J  here  wasoRe  claufe  of 
vrhich  he  entirely  difapprovcd,  and  that  was  the  claufe  which 
I  gave  to  farmers  a  proportion  of  the  pay  allowed  to  their  'rcr-^ 

vants  who  were  volunteers,  as  he  was  fure  it  would  prevent 
them  from  going  out  for  the  purpofe  of  being  trained  and 
excrcifed.  Upon  the  whole,  he  expe£led  very  liiilc  from 
this  bill  ;  indeed  he  was  not  fure  that  if  would  not  do  more 
harm  than  good;  however,  under  all  the circum fiances  of 
the  cafe,  he  (hould  not  give  it  any'oppofirion. 

Mr,  Curwen  fald,  he  fhould  have  to  trouble  the  Houfe 
with  but  a  few  words.  He  entertained  no  doubts  as  to  the 
public  fpirit  and  feeling  of  the  volunteers  :  but  with  refpeft 
to  the  degree  of  perfection  in  training  and  difcipline  to  which 
they,  generally  (peaking,  had  arrived*  he  certainly  had  con- 
fiderable  doubts.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  vaunted 
of  thoftate  of  difcipline  to  which  corps  in  a  particular  part  of 
the  kingdom,  to  the  nutnber  of  between  2  and  3000  men,  had 
arrived  ;  but  were  all  ^hc  returns  of  the  infpe£\ing  officers  to 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  a  wide  difference  would  foon  be 
perceived,  and  the  number  of  corps  fit  for  duty,  and  to  a£l 
with  troops  of  the  line,  would,  he  believed,  be  found  very 
inconHdeiable. 

General  /.oflus  obferved,  that  nt)der  the  prefent  circum- 
flance^;  of  the  country,  he  felt  it  his  daty  to  give  the  bill  his 
befl  fupport.  He  approved  of  the  plan  of  blending  the 
corps  of  volunteers  with  the  regular  army,  which  confided 
of  a  given  number  of  brigatlcs,  and  placed  under  general  offi- 
cers acquainted  with  the  fcrvice-  Me  deprecated  the  idea  of 
bringing  the  volunteers  by  themfelves  inioadtion,  of  maich- 
ing  them  into  parts  of  the  coimtry  to  which  ;hty  were  totally 
ft/angers,  or  ui  plating  gent-ral  officers  at  the  he;id  (»f  troops 
.with  whoin  thty  were  ennrcly  unacquainted  —He  had  made 
ihefc  obfervatiuns  not  wih  the  lead  view  of  throwi'^g  dl(fi- 
culiies  in  the  way,  bin  in  the  way  of  cauilon.  No  idea 
could  be  rationally  entertained  of  bringiugthe  volunteers  into 
the  fields  without  any  body  to   lead  them.     This  he  appii^^d 
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to  the  idea  of  employing  the  volunteers  finglv — if  fuch 
were  to  be  afted  upon,  experience  would  foon  mow  its  in- 
jurious efFefts.  He  next  adverted  to  the  important  conli- 
deration  of  driving  the  cattle  from  thofe  p^rts  of  the  coaft 
where  an  enemy  was  likely  to  efFeft  a  Janding.  He  recoU 
ledied,  when  ferving  under  the  prefcnt  Lord  Howe,  in  Amc* 
rica,  that  the  enemy  uniformly  took  the  precaution  of 
driving  the  cattle  from  fuch  parts  of  the  coaft  as  hisdebaika* 
tions  were  made;  this  operation  threw  his  Majefty*s  forces 
into  a  diftreffing  dilemma,  and  they  were  always  forced  to 
recur  to  their  own  magazines ;  the  confequence  was,  that 
with  all  tbeikill  and  ability  of  that  celebrated  ofRcer,  he 
was  unable  to  penetrate  fiirther  than  30  or  40  miles  up  the 
country.  He  was  happy  to  underfiand  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  Government  to  take  the  precaution  of  diivingthc 
cattle  from  the  cpa{ls,  which  neceflarily  mud  reduce  the 
enemy  to  the  alternative  of  fubfifling  upon  the  contents  of 
their  own  magazines. 

General  Tarleton  faid,  he  fhould  detain  the  Houfe  bi:^  for 
a  very  few  minutes,  and  his  endeavours  would  be  to  cor- 
ttO.  a  mis-ftatemenc  which  had  frequently  been  made  with 
regard  to  recruiting  the  army,  and  in  which  that  night  it 
had  been  aflerted  we  were  wonderfully  fuccefsful.  The 
faft  howevet,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  was  very  differen}.  In 
fome  diftrids,  he  knew,  recruits  were  not  to  be  had.  A  great 
part  of  the.  ftatements  which  had  been  made  on  the  con- 
trary, were  founded  on  the  numbers  who  were  drawn  from 
the  army  of  referve,  who  were  induced  by  a  fuperadded  and 
exceffive  premium  to  enter  into  the  general  fervice,  and 
thefe  they  called  recruits.  Ihere  was  a  claufc,  he  obfcfrved, 
in  the  army  of  referve  a£J,  allowing  men  of  the  height  of  five 
feet  two,  to  enter  as  fubftitutes  ;  the  confequence  of  which 
was,  that  on  a  certain  occafion,  where  upwards  of  1000  men 
had  entered  from  the  army  of  referve,  owing  to  the  five  feet 
two  claufe,  there  could  not  be  found  one  man  of  five  feet  four 
for  the  general  defence  of  the  country.  Therefore  if  the  data 
of  thefe  ftatements  were  taken  from  what  was  furnifhcd  by 
the  army  of  referve,  it  was  a  deception  upon  the  Houfe 
and  the  country.  He  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Houle 
to  the  favourable  circumftances  for  Minifters  under  which 
the  prefent  war  was  commenced;  with  a  Parliament  confid- 
ing beyond  all  former  example,  and  with  the  fpirit  of  pa- 
triotifm  and  loyalty  univcrfally  diffufed  throughout  the  coun- 
try, they  were  furnifticd  with  men  to  render  the  force  of 
the  country  completely  invulnerable.    But  how  far  they 
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were  from  improving  thefe  advantages,  and  cftablifhing  a 
complete  and  cfFective  force  in  the  country,  was  now  pretty 
generally  known.  With  refpcft  to  the  meafures  intended  to 
be  propofcd  by^an  hon.  Sccrciary  for  augmenting  the  troops 
of  the  line,  when  they  came  before  the  Houfe  he  fhituid 
dclrver  his  fcntinr>ents  upon  them  :  but  of  this  he  was  qon- 
vinced  in  common  wiih  all  officers  who  were  convcrfant 
upon  the  fubjef>,  tljat  the  army  ought  to  be  augmented,  and 
that  much  time?  had  been  loft. 

Lord  Cajllereagh  found  it  neccflary  to  explain,  as  an  alltr- 
iloii  had  been  made  to  a  ftatement  which  he  had  given  on  ft 
former  occifion,  that  the  recruiting  fervice  had  not  been  a 
fourteenth  lefs  tlian  at  any  former  period.  The  injury  lie 
was  willing  to  admit  in  a  certain  degree,  but  not  by  any 
n)eans  to  the  extent  that  was  contended  for. 

Mr,  C.  Wynne  made  fume  obfervations  upon  defedt*, 
which,  he  contended,  prevailed  in  the  preient  volunteer  fyf- 
tem.  The  men,  he  faid,  could  not  learn  the  ufe  of  arms 
before  they  had  arms  given  them.  A  comparatively  fmafl 
number  were  acquainted  with  ()all  firing.  He  knew  of  two 
counties  where  not  a  iingle  muiket  had  been  received,  and 
other  diftrids  where  not  one  half  of  the  volunteers  had  been 
armed.  He  was  glad  the  Houfe  were  about  to  be  rid  of 
fuch  a  bill :  it  was  going  to  a  place  whence  he  hoped  it 
would  not  return,  unlefs  it  was  inoculated  with  a  little  more 
vigour,  and  a  little  more  efficacy. 

Sir  fV,  Gidry  made  a  few  remarks  upon  the  fubjeft,  and 
contended,  that  the  volunteer  fyftem  could  not  be  fairly 
held  to  interfere  with  the  recruiting  of  the  line,  the  dimi* 
ni  tion  of  which  proceeded  from  the  militia  and  the  axmy 
of  referve. 

Mr.  IL  Lnfcelles  faid  a  few  words  refpcdling  the  provi- 
fionsin  the  bill  relative  to  farmers'  fervants;  the  time,  he 
thought,  ihoul4  be  enlaiged,  or  perpetual  difputes  would 
eni'ue. 

The  queftion  being  loudly  failed  for,  was  then  put,  when 
the  bill  was  read  a  third,  time  and  pafled,  and  Mr.  Tierney 
was  ordered  to  carry  it  to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence. 

'Ilie  report  of  the  innkeepers'  allowance  bill  was  re- 
ceived, and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next 
day. 

I1ie  remaining  orders  of  the  day  were  difpofed  of,  and  at 
lulf  pad  twelve  o'clock  the  Houfe  adjourned. 
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HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

FRJDAV,  MARCH  23. 

The  Royal  aflent  was  given  by  conimiflion  to  feventcen 
public  and  private  bills  :  among  the  former  were  the  Kx- 
chequer  bills  billythe  IrWh  revenue,  the  IrilK  countervailing 
duties,  the  Irifh  malt  duty,  the  hides  and  taltow  importa- 
tion, the  fugar  warehoufing,  the  neutral  (hips,  and  the  rape 
feed  oil  importation  bills  ;  and  among  the  latter,  BoydelTs 
pidure  lottery,  the  Rochdale  canal  iubfcriptton,  and  three 
naturalization  bills.  The  Lords  Commiilioners  were  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Hawkefbury^  and  Lord  Waliiiig- 
ham. 

Lord  Afhburton  was  fwom  and  took  his  feat  on  attaining 
his  majority. 

Counfel  were  heard  in  continuation,  relative  to  the  Scotch 
appeal,  Fleming  v,  Abercromby.  To  proceed  again  on 
'Monday. 

VOLUNTEER    REOULATIONS    BILL. 

The  volunteer  regulation  bill  was  brought  up  from  the 
Commons  by  Mr.  'i'icrney,  accom.panied  by  a  few  Mem- 
bers. 

Lord Havi'kcjlury  moved  the  firfl  reading  of  the  bill ;  ac* 
cordingly  the  title  andfbrcviate  of  the  bill  were  read  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor. 

The  noble  Secretary  then  moved,  that  the  bill  be  printed 
for  the  ufe  of  their  Lordlhips.  He  obferved,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  did  not  sillow  the  fccond 
reading  of  a  hill  to  be  regularly  moved,  until  the  prims  were 
before  the  Floufe.  However,  as  there  was  every  probability 
that  the  prints  would  be  ready  for  delivery  the  next  day,  he 
Ihotild  now  give  notice,  that  on  Monday  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  move  for  the  fecond  reading  of  ihe  bill. 

Earl  Spencer  rofe,  not,  he  laid,  for  the  purpofe  of  oppof- 
ing  the  meafure,  or  to  throw  any  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
his  Majefty's  Government  in  the  prcient  citcumiiances,  but 
merely  to  fuggeft  to  Miniftcrs  and  to  the  Houfe  the  conli- 
deration,  whether  a  bill  of  the  peculiar  nature  and  iiDpor- 
tance  of  that,  (he  heads  of  whitii  had  juft  been  read,  a 
meafure,  the  principle  of  which  was  not  only  fo  very  iui- 
portant,  but  in  itfelf  emb.acing  fuch  a  variety  of  derailed 
provifions,  could  be  maturely  confidercd,  fo  far  as  to  make  up 
their  Lordlhips  minds  as  to  that  fpccics  of  diiculiion  icq-u-ir- 
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cd  at  a  fecond  reading,  in  the  very  fliort  interval  between 
the  delivery  of  the  bill  and  Monday  next :  he  thought  it 
could  nor.  He  deprecated  the  ide^a  of  any  improper  hafto 
brin;;  ufed  in  the  progrefs  of  the  bill  in  that  Houfe.  Their 
Lordfhips  would  recolk£t  the  extraordinary  length  of  time 
it  was  under  confide rm ion  in  anqther  place,  the  repeated  dif-r 
culllons  the  meafure  had  undergone,  and  th^  variety  of 
amendments  which  had  been  made  in  it*  It  was  therefore 
incumbent  on  rheir  Lordfliips  to  give  the  meafure  a  full  and 
mature  confideration  in  all  its  branches  and  details ;  in  the 
prefent  circumfhinces,  it  was  one  of  the  greateft  importance : 
the  charader  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe  were  implicated  in  the 
confideration  ;  they  (hould  evince  to  the  public  their  determi- 
nation to  give  the  meafure  a  full  inveftigation^  and  that  no 
improper  hade  (bould  be  ufed  on  the  part  of  their  Lordfliips  in 
paffing  the  bill.  Under  thcfe  impreffions  he  begged  leave  to 
fiiggeft  to  the  noble  Secretary^  that  1  uefday  fliould  be  the 
eariieilday  fixed  on  for  the  fecond  reading. 

L'jtd  Uawkejbury  obferved,  that  it  was  by  no  means  the 
wifh  of  his  Majefty's  MinifYers  to  ufe  any  improper  hafle  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  bill  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  their  wifli 
that  the  meafure  (bould  undergo  a  full  and  thorough  invef- 
iigation.  At  the  fame  time  he  could  not  help  obferving  to 
the  noble  Earl,  that  the  detailed  and  repeated  difcullions  the 
bill  had  already  received,  rendered  its  contents  pretty  well 
known  to  the  public,  and  perhaps  to  a  great  number  of  their 
Lordihips  ;  however,  though  his  wifh  was>  that  a  meafure  of 
fuch  peculiar  importance  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
country,  fhould  receive  as  little  delay  as  poflible,  after  what 
had  been  fug^ened,  he  had  no  objedion  to  take  Tuefday  as 
the  day  for  moving  the  fecond  reading. 

Ear!  Fiizwilliam  fpoke  in  fupport  of  what  fell  from  the 
noble  Karl « near  him  (Spencer);  he  urged  the  propriety  of 
giving  the  bill  a  full  and  mature  confideration  in  that  Houfe. 
He  adverted  to  the  deliberate  difcuffions  it  had  undergone  in 
the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  the  many  alterations 
and  amendments  it  had  been  found  neceiTary  to  make  in 
the  meafure  as  originally  propofed  to  that  Houfe. 

J  he  Ear!  of  Djrnley  exprefied  his  coincidence  in  a  great 
deal  of  what  fell  from  the  noble  Earls  at  his  fide  of  the  Houfe; 
but  at  the  fame  lime  he  mud  avow  his  opinion,  that  in  the 
prefent  circtimftances  of  the  country,  the  bill  (bould  be  de- 
layed a^  little  as  pofiible  in  its  progrefs.     No  Lord  could 
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more  hrghljr  eftimate  ihe  cbaiader  and  dignity  of  thai  lipufe 
Ihan  himrdf :  but  there  were  certain  regulations  in  the  biil 
'  trhtch  It  wobM  be  expedient  to  carry  into  tffcA  a^  foon  as 
poffible.  tie  was  however  an  advocate  for  a  full  and  thorough 
drfcuffion  of  the  meafure ;  on  thlt' ground  he  had  no  objec* 
tion  to  the  propofed  delay  ;  but  if  he  rhooght  ther$  was  a 
probability  of  rheir  Lordlhips  being  able  adequately  to  dilcufs 
the  nieafure  previous  to  the  intended  recefs,  he  (hould  have 
no  objedion  to  the  day  firft  named  by  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State. 

Lord  Hawkejbury^  in  explanation,  aflured  the  noble  Lords 
there  was  no  inteirtion  on  the  part  of  Minifters  to  hurry  the 
progrefs  of  the  tneafure.  He  was  equally  aware  of  the  various 
and  complicated  nature  of  the  meafure,  as  of  its  peculiar  im- 
portance; it  certainly  embraced  many  detailed  confiderationst 
tsach  of  which  involved  a  principle  in  itfelf:  it  was  then 
right  that  the  whole  (hould  be  fully  and  maturely  confidcrcd, 
and  if  fuch  could  not  be  done  previous  to  the  rccefs,  they  had 
no  particular  defire  to  urge  its  pafiing  before  that  period. 

LordHarrowby  made  a  variety  of  obfervations,  not  only  on 
rhc  bHl  iifeify  but  on  a  great  part  of  the  condud  of  his  Ma- 
jeiiy's  Minifter^  relative  thereto.  In  one  point  of  view,  it 
was  his  wifh  that  the  bill  (hould  receive  the  fandion  of  the 
iLegtilaiure  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  as  it  contained,  in  parti- 
cular,  one  provi(ion  of  which  he  approved,  namely,  that 
which  held  out  a  bounty  for  the  encouragement  of  volonteors 
to  perfeA  themfelves  in  military  dilcipline  and  eKerciC?.  This 

J  art  of  the  bill*  when  he  confldered  the  critical  cifcum- 
ances,  with  refped  to  pending  invafion,  in  order  to  be  of 
f«al  fervice,  Aould  be  carried  into  eiFed  as  fpeedily  as  poC> 
fible,  for  on  a  fliort  approaching  interval  much  may  depend* 
The  noble  Lord  then  adverted  to  the  delays  which  be  con- 
ceived Minifters  had  fufFered  to  take  place  with  refped  to  the 
meafure  in  qurftion,  and  cenfured  their  condu^  on  that 
head.  Much  time  had  been  loft,  l^is  was  the  only  mea- 
fure they  brought  forward  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
and  as  little  time  (hoitld  be  loft  as  poflible.  He  deprecated 
the  idea  of  leCng  any  time  In  confideraiion  of  a  recefs  ;  but  if 
fuch  a  prf>ceeding  was  rcfolved  upon,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
for  the  fliorteft  period  poirible,  not  extending  beyond  the 
Monday  which  would  follow  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill.  His  Lordihip  then  alluded  to  fome  parts  of  the  bilU 
which,  (torn  their  queftionable  nature,  as  well  as  on  accouni  nf 
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the  conduA  of  Minifters  in  theTe  rerpeds,  be  deemed  to  re- 
hire mature  confideration  and  thorough  tnveftigatton  on  the 
part  of  ijieir  LordOiips. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  faid,  that  the  converfation  was  per- 
fefily  irregular,  and  that  the  arguments  ufed  were  ftili  more  fo, 
as  they  were  in  exprefs  breach  of  one  of  the  {landing  orders  of 
the  Hottfe,  even  if  the  fubjed  was  before  them.  It  is  a  (landing 
order,  faid  his  Lordfhip,  that  it  (hall  never  be  urged  as  an 
argument  againft  the  full  confideraiion  of  any  fubjed  that  . 
the  prelFure  of  time-called  for  a  fpeedy  decifion.  If  there  is 
any  danger  in  the  interval  required  for  mature  deliberation 
of  this  meafure,  ti  Is  imputable  to  the  negligence  of  Admi* 
niftraiion,  wholiave  fuiFered  To  long  a  fpace  to  lapfe  between 
their  dtclaration  that  war  wa»  inevitable,  and  the  produc^ 
tion  of  any  new  fyftem  which  they  might  think  necelTar/ 
for  the  defence  of  the  country :  but  no  preflure  of  time  can 
make  it  fit  that  any  raeafure  fliould  be  paflTed  without  due  de- 
liberation :  no  precipitation  can  be  admitted  which  may 
give  fandion  to  an  inadequate,  if  not  a  dangerous  fyftem. 
The  careleflhefs  and  orecipitation  with  which  important 
bills  have  been  pafleo,  is  fufiicientiy  proved  by  the  re« 
peated  neceflity  of  correding  their  errors.  In  the  lad  fef* 
lion  one  of  the  mod  important  bills  has  pafled  connefied 
with  the  preferit ;  it  pafled  in  a  thin  Houfe  in  two  days,  with« 
oiH  obfervation,  and  was  in  the  fame  feiiion  amended,  and 
both  the  amended  and  amending  bill  again  reamended  in  the 
fame  fcflion,  and  with  the  fame  hurry  as  if  it  was  not  fit  to 
be  feen,  or  could  fup|>ort  difcuflion  ;  and  it  ftili  requires 
ancHher  amendment,  if  not  a  total  repeal.  Without  any 
reafon,  and  without  deliberate  examination^  it  aRerts  a  pre- 
rogative in  the  Crown,  which  no  reading  in  hiftory  or 
law  ever  gave  me  the  flighteft  fnfpicion  of;  nor  have  I  met  with 
any  perfon  who  can  detail  ibeproofs  of  fuch  prerogative  having 
ever  been  aflerted  but  in  this  a£l.  Whether  the  prefent 
meafure  fufpends,  repeals,  or  confirms  this  a£t  I  know  not. 
The  miMe  Secretary  fays,  that  the  fubjeft  has  been  fo  long 
in  every  man's  mind  that  he  mud  be  eafily  prepared  for  the 
difcuflion.  I  do  not  know  the  contents  of  the  bill ;  I  have 
not  even  read  it  iince  its  laft  recommitment,  fince  which 
many  alterations  have  bren  made  ;  and  I  am  only  fure  that 
ir  muft  be  coone^ed  with  a  bill  which  requires  great  atten* 
lion,  I  mean  the  defence  bill,  before  it  can  befit  to  graft  any 
o?her  upon  it.-  I  truft,  therefore,  that  no  hurry  in  pafltng 
this  bill  is  intended :  Tuefday  is  too  fiiort  a  time  10.  con- 
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fider  a  bill  whofe  print  will  not  be  delivered  till  (o^tnorrow* 
evening,  and  which  arifes  out  of  and  reAs  on  the  foundation 
of  other  bills  which  require  thcmfelvcs  a  coRCUrfent  examU 
nation. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  quitted  the  woolfack,  and  delivered 
his  fenriments  upon  the  occafion.  He  adverted  to  the  irregu* 
]ar  turn  which  the  debate  had  taken,  but  which  to  obferve 
upon,  as  he  then  felt  it  proper,  he  mufl  ncceflarity  fail  into 
the  fame  ii regularity  hirofc!f.  The  quenion  he  conceived 
was,  wh  ther  the  bill  (hould  be 'read  a  fecond  fime  on  Tucf- 
day  ;  and  in  confidering  xhiSy  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
commented  on  what  had  fallen  from  a  noble  Earl  then  near 
Mm,  and  from  a  noble  Lord  who  had  fpoken  at  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  Houfe  :  the  inconfiflency  of  whofe  arguments,  as 
operating  either  in  favour  ©f  delay  or,  on  the  contrary,  for 
expedition  were  remarked  upon  by  his  Lordihip.  With  his 
n«  ble  Friend  he  •agreed  in  the  propriety  of  maturely  and  ds* 
liberatcly  C(  nfiderti  g  the  meafure  before  them  ;  it  was  irre- 
gular in  point  of  form,  as  well  as  an  erroneous  way  of  con- 
fidering  the  cafe,  to  go  upon  an  afllimption  of  what  the  Houfe 
in  its  wifdom  may  refolve  upon  with  rcfped  to  the  enfutng 
period  of  recefs.  He  feemed  to  think  the  latter  day  men- 
tioned, the  preferable  of  the  two,  as^  in  common  with  feveral 
of  their  Lordfhips,  he  knew  but  very  little  of  the  detailed 
provifions  of  the  bill,  fave  ^from  that  dcfcriptioR  of  them 
which  his  duty,  on  the  occafion  of  the  firft  reading  of  the  bill, 
rendered  it  necefTary  he  Ihould  read  to  the  Houfe;  and  he  was 
fully  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  duly  and  thoroughly  dif* 
cuffing  the  meafure  in  queftion. 

The  Earl  of  Darnley  fpoke  in  explanation,  and  Lord  Mintd 
fcetned  inclined  to  fpeak,  when 

Loid  ffalfiftghatn  deemed  it  incumbent  on  him  to  remind 
their  Lordfhips  of  the  obvious  irregularity  of  the  pefent  dif- 
cuflion.  There  was,  ftriflly  fpeaking,  no  quell  ion  before 
the  Houfe,  as  in  point  of  form,  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill 
could  not  regiilarly  be  moved  for,  until  the  prints  were  before 
their  Lordfhips. 

The  corredlnefs  of  this  remark  was  with  great  good  humour 
acknowledged  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 

Lord  Hawhjhuryy  in  the  cqurfe  of  a  fhort  explanation  as 
to  the  point  of  form,  reminded  their  Lordfhips,  that  what 
<hs  noble  Lord  had  obfcrved,  had  been  conceived  by  him  in 
the.  firft  inftance.  He  then  obferved  that  it  was  his  inicn- 
tion  to  move  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  onTuefday. 
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The  iiHikeepers  allowance  bill, and  two  private  bills  were 
brought  up  fronn  «he  Commons.  Thefe  were  fevcrally  read 
9  firft  lime)  and  the  few  bills  on  the  table  forwarded  each  a 
ftage. 

Their  Lord(bips  then  adjourned  till  Monday, 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  23. 

The  Houfe  havlngi  purfuant  to  fiimmons  proceeded  to 
fhe  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Speaker  on, their  return  ftat.ed,  that 
the  royal  aflent  had  been  given  by  c6mmi{Gon  to  feveral  pub* 
Kc  bills. 

Mr,  Vanfitiart  prefented  an  account  of  the  qet  produce  of 
the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  revenues  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  year  1803.  Ordered  to  be  printed. 
-  Mr.  Irving  prefented  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  re- 
venue received  upon  imports  and  exports  for  the  preceding 
eighteen  years. 

Mr  Kemp,  from  the  Tax  office,  prefented  an  account  of 
the  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  of  Great  Britain  for  the 
laft  year,  with  a  duplicate.  Ordered  10  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  10  be  printed. 

The  innkeepers  allowance  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
pafled. 

•  The  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council,  refpediingthe  fhips  captur- 
ed at  Toulon,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  war,  had  been  fome 
time  lying  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe,  and  he  gave  notice  of 
his  intention  of  moving  in  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  Mon- 
day next,  for  a  grant  of  a  fum  to  carry  into  cfFed  the  re<fom- 
mendation  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  in  order  that  the  furii 
fhould  be  dillributed  among  the  captors  of  thofe  prizes. 

The  Houfe  having  con Hdercd,  in  CommitJce,  the  aft  of 
the  42d  of  the  King  refpefting  the  regulation  of  the  linen 
manutailure,  the  chairmjn  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  2  bill 
to  repeal  fo  nmch  of  the  faid  aft  as  relates  to  the  irifli  linen 
manufadlurc,  particularly  with  refpeft  to  flax  feed. 

A  perfon  from  the  commiflionersof  culloms  prefented  an 
account  of  the  balances  and  arrcahs  due  by  the  colleftors  of 
the  culloms.     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Lord  A,  Hamilion  rofe,  purfuani  to  notice,  to  move' for  the 
produftion  of  a  copy  of  any  orders  which  may   have  bce/i 
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iflued  by  the  Lords  of  bis  Majefty*s  Trcafury  in  Irdands 
affeding  the  half  pay  of  officers  on  the  Iri(h  eftablifliment 
when  employed  in  England.  The  noble  Lord  fitted  his  ob* 
jeSt  to  be  toafcertain  whether  the  indulgence  of  paying  the 
reveuues  of  the  civil  officers  of  the  Irt(h  Government  in  this 
country  at  par*  was  extended  to  any  other  perfons,  and  parti* 
culariy  wheiher  the  meritorious  perfons  who  were  the  fub« 
jcQs  of  his  motion  experienced  ihis  mark  of  favour. 

Mr,  Carry  faid,  he  was  not  aware  of  ihe  exiftence  of  any 
^  order  fuch  as  the  noble  Lord  alluded  to,  but  yet  he  had  no  pb- 
jedion  to  the  motion^  nor  to  anfwer  any  queftion  which 
might  be  put'  by  the  noble  Lord,  or  any  other  Member,  in 
order  to  put  the  Houfe  in  pofleffion  of  full  and  fatisfadory 
information  with  refpedl  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CAPTURES  AT  TOULON. 

The  ChancilUr  rf  the  Exchequtr^  finding  that  he  was  nif. 
taken  in  fuppoflng  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Privy 
Council  refpeSing  the  captures  at  Toulon,  to  which  he  had 
before  alluded,  were  printed,  faid,  he  Ihould  propoie  the 
printing  of  this  document,  and,  in  order  to  give  time  to  the 
Houfe  to  examine  it,  (hould  withdraw  his  notice  for  Mon- 
day, ahd  defer  until  Wednefday  the  motion  in  the  Committee 
of  Supply. 

Mr,  Johnftoni  thought  this  a  fubjeS  of  fo  much  imports 
ance,  and  one  fo  likely  to  give  rife  to  confiderable  diiFereoce 
of  opinion,  that  the  propofcd  motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  ought  to  be  poftponed  till  after  the  recefs,  in  order  to 
five  time  for  confideration,  and  that  the  difcuffion  and  at- 
tendance fliould  be  full  and  fatisfaf^ory. 

The  Chancellor  ofthi  Exchequer  ftated,  that  from  the  na* 
ture  of  this  bufinefs  all  unneCeiTary  delay  (hould  be  avoided  ; 
and  he  was  certain,  that  did  the  hon.  Member  know  the  ex- 
treme anxiety  felt  by  the  feamen  and  others  intereded  in  the 
fubjefk,  \it  would  himfelf  be* among  the  firft  to  prefs  that  it 
Ihould  be  decided  on  as  focn  as  poflibie. 

Mr,  Rofe  was  not  aware,  before  that  day,  that  any  fuch 
papers  as  thofe  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  juft  fat  down  were  on  the  table  of  the  Hoofe  ;  nor  was 
he  aware  that  any  fuch  claim  had  ever  been  preferred  by 
thofe  engaged  in  taking  the  (hips,  &c.  at  Toulon,  although 
be  was  long  in  office  alter  that  event.  The  fubjed  appear- 
ed to  him  to  be  of  much  iroportance,  and  he  was  therefore 
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iDcUned  to  agr^e  with  the  propofition  for  farther  time  to  con- 
fwkr  it  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  mentioned.^ 

The  Chancelkr  $f  the  Exchequ$r  flated,  in  proof  of  the 
urgency  of  the  cafe,  and  the  propriety  of  expedition,  that 
many  4>f  the  perfons  intereflcd  in  the  difcufliun  only  waited 
the  refult  to  fet  ofF  for  difFerent  flations  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country.  If,  however,  it  fhotiid  appeal'  that  the  atten-* 
dance  (hould  be  thin  on  Wednefday,  and  that  the  prop  oil* 
tion  was  not,  therefore,  likely  to  receive  an  aoiple  dirculEon, 
he  certainly  (hould  comply  with  the  wilh  expreded  for  put- 
ting it  off  till  after  the  holidays. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rofe  and  Mr.  G.  Vanfiitart, 
the  papers  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PKOPERTY    TAX* 

Mr.  Vanfittarfmoved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal 
part  of  the  property  tax  ad,  for  the  purpofe  of  relieving  ban'- 
kers  and  others  receiving  dividends,  from  the  penalties  to 
which  they  would  other  wife  be  liable. 

The  ChanceUor  9f  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  the  meafiirc 
was  brought  torward  in  confiquenCe  of  its  being  underi^ood 
that  the  bankers  wiOied  fuch  a  meafure  to  be  brought  in  pre- 
fious  to  the  recefs. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Dent,  leave  was  given. 

The  bill  Was  afterwards  brought  in  by  Mr.  Vanfittart, 
fead  a  firil  and  fecond  time,  and  committed  for  Monday. 

LOYALTY   LOAN. 

Mr.  Dent^  in  adverting  to  this  fubjedy  obferved,  than  an 
opinion  had  been  given  by  the  counfcl  to  the  Bank,  diffisrent 
from  thofeof  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General.  The  Tub- 
je^  was  of  very  confideraUe  importance,  as  it  involved  a 
capital  of  20,250,0001.  and  if  the  period  of  jpayment  was  fo 
be  deferred  til)  April  1805,  and  any  event,  luch  as  a  peace, 
fliould  take  place;  caufing  a  great  rife  in  the  price  of  ihe 
funds,  a  very  material  conftderation  would  arife  out  of  it,  as 
the  loyalty  loan  could  not  then  rife  above  par.  It  was  im- 
portant that  the  queftion,  refpediog  the  time  of  payment, 
fhould  be  fettled,  as  he  underftood  that  feveral  holders  of  the 
loan,  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  2,ooo,oool.  had  given 
notice  that  "they  expeded  to  be  paid  on  the  loth  of  OSober 
next. 

^  The  Chancellor  ef  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  fubjeA 
divided  iifclf  into  two  heads,  the  fird  a  qtieftion  of  law,  an4 
the  next  of  equity.     With  refpeA  to  the  queftion  of  law, 
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the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had  given  an  opinion  difFereiit 
to  that  fijpported  by  the  hon  Gentleman*  As  to  the  queftioq. 
of  equity,  whilft  he  agreed  in  the  importance  of  the  fubjcft, 
he  (hould  certainly  pay  every  attention  to  it|  and  endeavouc 
to  bring  the  point.  reCpeding  which  difficuhies  had  arifen,  to 
a  decifion  as  foon  as  poflible. 

Mr.  Dint  obferved,  that  fomething  (bould  be  done  before 
the  loth  of  April. 

IRISH    MILITIA. 

The  report  of  the  Iri(h  militia  families  provifion  bill  w^s 
brought  up. 

J/r.  F^rr  faidy  that  there  was  a  miftake  in  this  bill,  by 
which  the  allowance  to  the  children  of  militiamen  was  fet 
down  at  as.  inftead  of  4s.  each. 

.   Mr.  Carry  obferved,  that  this  miflake  might  be  amended 
on  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Fefier  reminded  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  that 
would  not  be  parliamentary:  the  amendinentmud  take  place 
in  a  Committee,  . 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  on  Monday. 

AYLESBURY     ELECTION. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Aylcfburyelcftioh 
was  taken  into  confideration. 

Several  of  the  refolutions  of  the  Committee  were  read  and 
agreed  to,  after  fome  converfaiion  rcfpefting  a  point  of  ordcir 
between  the  Speaker  and  Mr.  Bankes.  Upon  coming  to  the 
refolutioii  in  which  the  name  of  John  Rawbones  is  inferted 
among  thofe  implicated  in  the  charge  of  bribery, 

^  he  Mai quis  0/  liichfield  rofe,  and  dating  his  opinion 
that  fuffii  ient  proof  did  not  appear  to  fuftain  the  charge 
againft  this  marr,  he  moved  that  his  name  (hould  be  omitted. 

Mn  C.  IV,  ff^ynne  faid,  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  try  this  cafe,  in  which  it  appeared 
that  John  Rawbones  was  prefent  at  a  table  when  another 
perfon  received  a  bribe,  and  this  in  cbnfeqnencc  of  a  previ- 
ous invitation.  Ihe  Committee,  therefore,  felt  it  their  duty 
to  report  his  name,  leaving  it  to  the  Houfe  to  decide  whether 
hisprefence  upon  the  occafion  alluded  to  (hould  be  confidered 
an  aflent  ro  the  a£t,  and  a  participation  of  the  guilt. 

The  Majitr  of  the  Rolls  thought  that  it  would  be  extreme* 
ly  wrong,  upon  the  grounds  flatcd  by  the  hon.  Member,  to 
indttuie  any  fuch  profecution  againfl  the  fuhjed  of  this  mo- 
lion  as  that  which  took  place  in  the  Ilchciler  cafe. 
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The  morion  fbr  his  name  being  omitted  was  agreed  to. 

Sir  George  Corncwall  rofe,  agreeably  to  notice,  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  bribery  and  corruption  in 
the  clediion  of  reprefentaiives  for  the  borough  of  Aylefbury, 
The  hon.  Baronet  obfcrved  upon  the  fcandalous  fyftem  of 
corruption  which  prevailed  at  Ayle(bury  during  the  lail  elec- 
tion. A  number  of  the  voters  not  being  fatisfied  with  two 
candiddtcSy  deputed  Tome  of  their  body  to  fearcb  for  a  thirds 
whom  they  found  out,  and  from  whom  they  received  a  cer- 
tain fum  of  money  as  a  reward  for  their  fupport  at  the  elec- 
tion. This  had  appeared  in  evidence  before  the  Committee^ 
and  he  as  their  chairman  had  been  appointed  by  the  almoft 
unanimous  voice  of  the  members,  not  to  move  for  the  difqua- 
lification  of  the  voters  concerned  in  the  bribery,  nor  for  their 
profecution,  but  for  the  introdudion  of  fuch  a  bill  as  he  now 
had  the  honotjr  to  fubmit,  and  which  it  was  confldered  would 
go  more  efTedually  to  cure  the  evil  complained  of. 

ITie  Marquis  of  Tiuhfield  conceived  the  objed  of  the  bill 
to  be  to  throw  open  the  borough,  and  as  fucfi  he  highly  dif- 
approvcd  of  it.  He  had  no  objedion  to  any  proceeding 
agiinft  the  guilty  perTons,  but  he  trufied  that  Parliament 
wotitd  never  confent  to  infringe  the  rights  of  above  three 
hundred  electors  for  this  boroughi  merely  upon  the  ground 
that,  according  to  the  report  uf  the  Committee,  of  which  the 
hon.  Baronet  was  chairman,  50  votes  had  been  implicated  ia 
bribery.  He  hoped  that  no  (uch  attempt  at  difquali  Beat  ion 
would  ever  be  countenanced  in  that  Houfe,  and  feeling  that 
the  idea  ought  not  to  be  entertained,  he  fhould  vote  agaiuft 
the  motion. 

Mr,  C.  fV.  rr)Wfff  begged  tofet  his  noble  Friend  right,  as 
the  corruption  was  much  more  extenfive  than  he  had  dated, 
for  although  the  names  of  only  50  perfons  were  mentioned, 
nor  lefs  than  2jo  electors  were  proved  to  have  accepted 
bribes.  This  cafe  was,  indeed,  lb  diftinguithed  for  open 
profligacy,  that  he  had  never  heard  of  any  thing  at  all  like  it. 
It  was  as  unblulhin;;  as  if  the  bellman  had  been  fent  round 
the  town  to  offer  a  bribe  to  any  elcdior  that  would  accept  it; 
andthofe  bribes  were  proved  to  have  been  diftributed  by  the 
fupporters  of  each  of  the  contending  parties.  He  did  not 
therefore  conceive  that  any  grounds  could  exid  to  render  it 
more  ftrongly  incumbent  on  the  Legiflaturc  to  interpofe. 

Mr.  Roje  faid,  that  from  the  depofiiions  of  Wilfon,  a 
man  who  was  ¥ery  well  difpofcd  to  evade  the  fails,  as  the 
Houfe  was  avvarci  il  appeared  that  above  2po  of  the  electors 
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of  this  borough  had  accepted  bribes;  that  they  were  all  col- 
le£led  in  ^  rooniy  on  the  table  of  which  there  was  at  one  end 
U  bowl  of  pttnchy  and  at  the  other  a  bowl  of  guineas,  from 
which  each  man  had  his  douceur,  and  creed  proved;  and 
that  of  the  270  who  fupporx^d  Mr.  Bent,  only  50  votes  were 
fr^^  votes.  This  was  evidence  fufficient  to  conviA  thofe  men 
before  a  jury;  and,  with  fuch  evidence  before  Gentlemen, 
could  they,  he  would  aflc,  confidently  with  their  own  cha- 
rader,  or  indeed  with  common  decency,  confent  to  rejeA  a 
bill  which  hid  for  its  objed  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
fimilar  corruption? 

Sir  John  Newport  ftated  that  the  letter  of  invitatiop  10  ths 
third  candidate  was  figned  by  aoo  eledors,  each  of  whom  ' 
tovenanted  for  and  received  his  bribe.  It  was  the  cuitom 
among  the  eleftors  Of  this  borough  to  demand  Chriftmas 
boxes  of  their  ireprefentatives,  and)  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
them,  they  fay,  that  they  (hall  always  fiave  a  third  candidate 
at  the  eledion,  in  order  to  enhance  ibeir  own  value*  They 
had  become  difcontefited  with  the  old  candidates  at  the  laft 
e]e«5llon,  and  they  contrived  to  find  a  third,  of  whom  they 
made  ufe  to  plunder  the  other  two  and  himfelf  alfo.     It  ap* 

Brared  that  in  addition  to  the  other  guilt  proved  againft  thofe 
entlemen  of  A,y1efbury,  many  of  them  went  to  each  of  the 
oppofing  parties  and  promifed  their  fupport.  As  they  could 
tiot  vote  for  more  than  two  candidates,  they  of  courfe  meknt 
to  t(tck  the  third*  When  the  third  candidate  arrived  at 
Ayleibury,  purfuant  to  the  invitation  already  referred  to,  his 
Carriage  was  dragged  through  the  town^  and  at  the  houfe  hd 
ftoppdd  at  all  the  voters  inclined  to  fell  their  fupport  to  him 
Were  aflemblefl>  none  being  admitted  but  perfons  qualified 
to  vote,  and  each  received  two  guineas.  The  hon.  Batonet^ 
after  commenting  upon  the  turpitude  of  fuch  condu(^,  ob« 
ferved  that  in  his  judgment  the  Houfe  (hould  be  happy  to 
avail  itfelf  of  fuch  cafes  to  throw  open  thofe  boroughs,  and 
thus  to  advance  towards  that  pure  reprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple which  fome  gentlemen  had  propofed  to  attain  by  other 
means  that  were  not  confonant  with  the  free  fpirit  of  our 
conditution.  This  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  method  by 
which  Parliament  might  purify  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  that  Houfe,  and  therefore  he  never  gave  a  vote  with 
more  fincere  fatisfa£tion  than  that  he  fekjn  fupporting  the 
motion  under  difcuflion. 

Mr,  Nicholas  Calvert  approved  of  the  motion*  as  he  con- 
Tidered  this  to  be  oneof  thofe  jobbing  boroughs,  all  of  which 
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Ik  (hobld  be  hippy,  to  fee  thrown  open.  Theet,  iiiiy  inati 
wiiohndafew  thoufands  to  fpend^  might,  however  unknowti 
to  or  unoooneAed  with  the  piace»  or  however  exception* 
able  in  charader^  contrive;  by  a  judicious  application  of  that 
fum,  to  obuin  hi3  eleAion.  In  ftjch  boroUghs,  from  what 
he  heard,  he  was  difpofed  to  beHeve  that  there  was  generally 
an  underftanding  between  the  partilans  of  the  old  and  new 
candidatesy  the  policy  of  .both  of  whoni  it  always  was,  add 
for  obvious  reafbns,  to  create  a  conteft.  The  only  pradica- 
ble  wayt  as  it  ftruciL  him«  of  removing  fuch  fcandaldus  arti« 
-  fice^,  was  by  opening  thele  boroughs. 

.  The  Chametter  of  thi  Bxchecfuer  faid»  that  it  w^  enough 
for  him.  to  know  that  grofs  bribery  had  been  committed  in 
the  boroi%h  of  Ayle{bury,ihat  a  feieft  Committee.had,  iipoi^ 
crave  invcftigation,  decided  that  fuch  was  the  cafe,  and  had 
in  confequeoce  reported  fuch  proceedings  to  the  Hoiife. 
He  muft  think  itinctimbent  upon  him.to  vote  in  fupport  of  a 
meafUre,  in  the  firft  inftance^  which  purported  to  go  to  the 
prevention  of  a  repetition  of  fuch  pradices.  But  he  did  not 
mean  it  to  be  underftood»  that  by  fuch  a  vote  he  held 
himfelf  pledged  to  the  fupport  of  this  or  that  meafure; 
on  the  contrary^  he  pofitively  and  unequivocally  declared^ 
that  he  .did  not  bind  himfelf  to  any  thing  mor^  than  the 
fupport  -of  a  bill  with  a  title  fuch  as  the  prefent,  re- 
ferving  10  himfelf  to  exprefs  his  opinion,  whitever  it  might 
be,  without  any  rellraint  whatever,  in  an  ulterior  ftage  o£ 
the  bufinefs.  indeed  he  coofefled  that  thete  was  fome  de-^ 
^ee  of  dbubt  upon  his  mind  with  refped  to  the  prefent  cafe^ 
as  Robert  Dupree,  Efq.  the  fitting  member,  had  a  charge  laid 
againft  him,  which  was  diflferent  from  the  cafe  of  the  Crick- 
lade  and  Shoreham  eleAions.  With  the  refolutions  before 
them,  which  the  Houfe  had  received,  he  thought  that  they 
iBuft  fee  the>propriety  of  admitting  the  bill  which  was  then 
propofed*    * 

Mr.  Hurft  declared,  in  the  moft  diftindl  terms,  that  he 
thought  it  becoming  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  that  they  fliouJd 
*  adopt  fome  meafore  fok*  the  affertion  of  its  own  rights,  and 
for  the  prefervatioD  of  the  freedom  of  etedion,  in  an  inftance 
wbfcrethey  were  To  flagrantly  violated.  But  he  could  not 
at  the  fame  time  refrain  from  expreffing  his  difapprobation 
of  a  principle  which  had  been  laid  down  in  the  fpeech  of  the 
hooooi^ble  Gentietnan,  who  faid  that  the  number  of  corrupt 
voters  was  ncit  oeceflary  to  be  looked  to,  for  that  he  thought 
it  was  fuffiicient  that  the  cziftence  of  bribery  within  the  bo- 
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rough  was  pfofed,  io  ofdevto  make  him  fee  the  nteeiBty  of^ 
adopting  a  pirliameatBrf  cegoliitiofi  to  preveat  ibe  veeur^ 
rence  of  fuch  a  cafe  hereafiev.  Now,  he  vaa  dF  opurion 
that  the  bribery  or  corruption  of  any  Tviall  portion  c€  the  itf. 
habitants  of  any  place  coold  by  no  tneans  warrant  the  Hoidb 
in  taking  upon  them  to  interfere  with  the  maaner  of  voting 
within  that  diftrift.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  it  waa  mani^* 
that  a  regular  fyflem  of  corruption  had  been  adopted  and  aAcd 
upon  to  a  very  great  extent.  It  was  therefore  »  aft  which 
the  Houfe  owed  to  itfetf  and  So  the  oonftitution,  to  receive  • 
bill  for  the  future  regubtion  of  eleftions  in  fuch  m  place,  at 
kaft  fo  fsMr  as  to  prevent  arepetition  of  fuch  difgnneeful  prac<- 
tices.  As  to  the  internal  merits  of  the  bill,  how  hr  its  co»- 
,  tents  went  to  prevent  the  evil  complained  of,  or  whether  it 
might  not  gotoofar^  lie  did  not  mean  to  inquire ni>  the  pre- 
fent ftage  of  the  bqfinefa,  but  fliould  declare  hia  fentiments^ 
nnfettmd  by  any  pledger  or  promife,  at  a  ftiture  period,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  right  hon.  the  ChancdEor  of  the 
Exchequer  hod  decbred  that  ii  was  his  intention  to  d^.  "Rle 
cafes  of  the  Shoreham  and  the  Cricklade  eleftiooi  he  thought 
by  no  means  fimilar  to  the  prefent. 

The  M)afttri>ftht  RMm  expreOed  htmfelf  glad  that  no  ftepo 
were  fuggeAed  to  be  taken  by  the  Hoyfe  to  profeoutr  the 
individuals  implicated,  a»he  (hoeld  confider  focii  a  mealiife 
inexpedienf.  Bjr  agreeing  to  theintroduftionof  the4>iAy  he 
did  not  pledge  Mmfelf  n  \  to  its  principle;  relpeding  which 
he  ftouid  refewe  bimreli'for  tbefecond  reading. 

Zir  R*  Buxfon  obferved^  that  at  the  time  when  the  Attorney 
General  was  inftrufted  to  phKeed  in  the  cafe  of  the  borough 
of  Cricklade,  it  was  one  of  the  mod  corrupt  within  the  l:tng<* 
dom ;  fince  it  had  been  made  an  open  borough  k  was  as  free 
and  pure  as  any  county,  in  Great  Britain.  He  was  no.friend 
to  innovation ;  but  he  believed  that  if  the  Houfe  was  to 
amend  the  ftate  of  ibe  borough  reprefeotation  throughoot  the 
kingdom,  it  would  contribute  much  to  the  honour  of  the 
Houfe  and  the  ftability  of  our  fyftem. 

The  que(Kon  was  atlengtb  put,  and  leave  waa  granted  lo 
bring  in  the  bill. 

Sir  G.  Cornewall  moved,  ihart  a  new  writ  flioutd  not  \m 
i(!ued  for  ^  eIe£Hon  of  a  member  for  (he  borough  of  Ayle& 
bury  until  after  the  a7th  of  Apiil.    Ordered. 

Mr.  R9fi  faid,  that  Mr.  Bent  being  charged  ia  the  j««<  - 
pott  with  bribery  and  corrtiption,  he  flKNild  feel  it  biedstf 
(hortly  after  the  recefs  to  novo  foe  an  addreft  to  bjs  Ma- 
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l&fty  to  dkcAihe  Attorney  XjeoeraUo.profecuie  that  Gen- 
tlemaa. 

Siry^hn  Neuf^i  adverted  to  an  order  of  the  Houfe^  made 
fome  timefincey  for  tbe.produflion  of  accounts  from  the 
treafuitrs  of  the  counties  in  Ireland,  of  the  monies  paid  to 
bourcs  of  induftry.  Thefe  accounts  not  having  been  pror 
ducedfbegave  notice  that  if  they  were  not  forihcoming  by 
|i)f  end  of  th^  £after  recefs,  he  (hould  move  fpi  fome  ftrong 
pieatares  upon  the  fubjed. 

The  (latuteduty  bill  paflfed  through  a  Committee,  the  re- 
port w^  received,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  con* 
^ration  on  Tuefday  the  17th  of  April. 

The  Committees  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means  were 
^o^^oned  tiU  Mond9y9  to  which  day  the  Uoufe  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

MOflDAY,  MARCH  26. 

•Coonfel  was  lieard  relative  to  the  crois  appeal,  Aben> 
cromby  v.  Fleming.  The  further  confideration  of  the  cafe 
was  adjourned  till  Wednefday. 

Three  private  bills  were  received  from  the  CommonS| 
fuul  leveraliy  read  a  ftrft  time. 

{«ord  Hawke(bury  preienied  a  meflage  from  his  Majefty 
relative  to  the  tender  of  the  (riOi  militia  regimeiits  to  ferve- 
in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  fimilar  to  that  delivered  to  the 
Commons,  and  concluding  with  the  expreffion  of  his  Ma** 
jefty's  felianee  upon  the  concurrence  of  their  Lordibips  in 
meafures  to  -enable  his  Majefty  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
fame,  ice. 

The  meflage  being  read. 

Lord  Hawkejbury  moved,  that  the  fame  be  taken  into  con« 
Cdexation  on  Wednefday  next,  and  that  their  Lordibips  be 
fiimmoned  for  that  day. 

•The  Earl  $f  Limerick  rofe,  not  by  any  means  to  oppofe  the 
motion  of  the  noble  Secretary  of  3iate,  but  to  exprtffs  his 
moft  cordial  approbation  of  the  circumftance  which  gave 
rife  to  fttch  a^i  aufpiclous  communication  from  the  Throne.  . 
He  bad  to  congraiulate  the  inhabitants  of  both  parts  of  the 
untied  kingdom  upon  the  occafion ;  his  countrymen,  upon 
their  coming  forward  in  a  manner  fo  truly  patriotic,  and 
wWch  redounded  fo  greatly  to  their  honour,  and  oflfering  to 
idemify  their  intercRs  and  their  fate  upon  fucb  an  occafMrn 
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Rs  the  prefent ;  and  the  inhmbtttnts  of  Great  Bfifttfi,  upoti 
foch  an  important  acceffion  to  the  afttve  and  efficient  force 
of  their  country.  He  felt  afltiredthat  in  cafes  of  the  lil^e 
neceflity  the  militia  of  Great  Britain  would  freely  come  for* 
ward  and  voliinteer  their  fervices  to  any  part  of  Ireland. 
He  regarded  this  event  as  a  mod  favourable  opening,  andl 
vrhichy  he  tri|fted,  would  lead  to  further  interchanges  and 
co-operations  of  the  refpedive  forces  of  both  parts  of  tlie 
united  kinedom. 

Lord  yijc9unt  Canton  made  a  few  obfervatipns  to  the  fame 
general  eil^d.as  thofe  which  fell  from  the  noble  Eatl. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  motions  of  tho  ndble 
Secretary  of  State  ordered  accordingly. 

Lord  Hawkeflniry  moved,  that  the  volunteer  rqgulattoi^ 
bill  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day.    Ordered. 

Lord  Grenville  moved  for  the  prqdiidion  of  certain  arti- 
cles of  information  relative  to  the  volunteer  corps :  the  mo- 
tions were  iu  the  ufual  (hape  of  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
ahat  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  the  properofficers 
to  lay  them  before  the  Houie ;  and  were, 

Firfty  A  copy  of  the  circular  letter  ifltied  by  the  Secretary 
pf  State  to  the  Lord  Lieutenants  of  counties,  relative  to  the 
carrying  into  execution  the  feveral  ads  of  Parliament  of  the 
lad  fefiion,  refpeding  the  volunteer  corps. 

Secondly,  A  lift  of  fuch  volunteer  corps  as  had  waved  the 
exemptions. 

Thirdly,  An  account  of  thofe  volunteer  .corps  whofe  offers 
of  fervice  did  not  extend  to  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  dif- 
tinguifhtng  the  places  to  which  the  exempticinsi  were  feve* 
7ally  made,  &c« 

Lord  Hawkefbury  fignified  that  he  had  no  objedion  to  the 
Dobie  Lord's  motions. 

The  quefiions  were  then  put,  and  the  motions  feverally 
agreed  to. 

'.  The  bills  uppn  the  table  were  forwarded  in  theif  refpec- 
live  ftages. 

Earl  SptnciK  made  a  few  obfervations  relative  to  the  fu* 
fure  progrefs  of  the  volunteer  bill.  He  called  the  atiention 
of  the  Hoiffe  to  the  great  variety  of  important  claufe^  and 
proviiions  which  the  bill  contained.-  He  did  i^ot  think  it 
probable  the  meafure  could  be  thoroughly  difcufie^  in  aCotnr 
mittee  before  the  recefs ;  he  was  therefore  of  opinion  that 
the  detailed  difcufTion  of  the  bill  fliould  be  poftponed  ui^iil 
nfter  that  period.    He  ^vc^tcdto  thecircumfianceof  the 
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'Very  Imprntipl  infonnatbn  which  was  neceflkryto  the  due 
clu^idatipn  of  ^hc  meafure  jaft  moved  for  by  his  noble  FrienA 
<L^rd  GrenVille))  which  moft  probably  couid  not  be  pre* 
fenced  eariy  enough  for  that  part  of  the  difcufBon,  fuppofing 
it  to  come  on  before  the  recefs.  Upon  the  whole,  thenoblo 
EarJ  feemed  to  think,  that  as  there  was  no  probability  of  the 
bill's  getting  through  the  Committee  before  the  recefs,  it 
-woiild  be  preferable  to  poftpone  it,  as  a  partial  difcuffion  of 
the  meafure  before' that  period,  in  a  Committee^  would  ratbef 
be  a  difadvantage  than  of  a  beneficial  tendency. 

Lord  Hawkejbufy  obfei-ved,  that  it  was  his  wiiih  the  bill 
ihouid  go  tbrotigh  a  Committee.  As  to  the  probable  length 
of  the  dircoflion  in  fhaj;  ftage  of  the  bill,  he  could  not  ven- 
ture an  opinion,  as  he  could  not  tell  what  claufes  of  provi- 
iions  any  noble  Lord  might  hgveto  prppofe,  or  what  objec* 
lions  might  be  offered  to  the  exlfting  regulations  of  the  bill  ; 
but  if  he  found  that  it  was  not  poffible,  or'very  improbable, 
thattbeir  ^l^ordihips  could  get  through  with  that  ftage  of  the 
biH  before  the  recefsi  he  fliduld  be  rather  inclined  not  to  pro- 
pofe  h|  ^s  he  agre^  with  the  noble  Earl  in  thinking  that  iii 
fuch  a  cafe  the  proceeding  would  be  rather  difadyanta|;eo«)s 
than  otbetwirc^.. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  moved  for  the  produdion  of  an  ac* 
count  of  all  futxis,  &c.  paid  at  par,  to  perfons  in  and  from 
Ireland,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern  mem  thereof,  fioce  the 
unioni  diftinguifhtng  thefams  fo  paid  in  each  feflion  of  Par* 
Itament,  with  an  account  of  the  average  of  exchange  during 
that  period, 'together  with  a  Aatement  of  the  orders  from 
^be  Governq:ient  of  Ireland|  under  which  fuCh  fums  were 
paid,  i^c. 

Lord  King  elkprefled  his  wi(b  to  amend  the  noble  Earl's 
motion,  by  the  addition  of  **  Account  of  all  fums  paid  ia 
jfpecie  ii)  Dublin,"  if  any  were  fo  paid. 

This  was  (hortly  obje£ted  to  by  the  Earl  of  Limerick,  oa 
^he  fcore  of  irregularity,  and  as  it  might  form  ground  to  the 
noble  Lord  for  a  feparatedifcuflion,  and  after  a  few  words  io 
explanation  between  thefe  peers,  Lord  King  declined  prefl^ 
fng  the  amendment. 

Theqiicftion  w^s  then  put  upon  the  Earl  of  Limeitck^t 
IXKition,  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Biihop  prefented  pertain  accounts  from  the  Londofi 
^our  and  Meal  Cotnpany,  dire<Sled  annually  to  be  laid  bc- 
forc  Parliament. 

Mr.  Jrving,  from  the  Infpcdor  General  of  the  importt 
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and  exports  office,  prefepted  fuodr/  apcoonu  from  that  do* 
parttnenr. 

Mr.  StaveI/»  from  the  general  pod  oflke,  pre&oted  911 
;iccount  of  the  arrears  due  from  certain  officers  of  that  de- 
partment, on  the  5tb  of  January,  1804 ;  and  alfo  an  account 
of  the  balances  in  band  from  the  month  of  October  1803,  to 
January  laft. 
Thefe  documents  were  (everally  ordered  to  Jie  on  the  tablet 
Their  LordOiips  then,  after  difpodog  of  fomf  private  bo£ir 
pcfs,  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

MONDAY,  MARCH  26. 

The  bill  for  increafing  the  capital  ftock  of  die  Governor 
and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland  was  read  a  third  timc^ 
and  pafled. 

Sir  George  Cornewall  brought  in  a  biil  ^^^  ^^^  pceveatioa 
of  bribery  in  the  borough  of  Ayleibury,  and  for  making  fever^l 
regulations  refpeiSing  ele£tions  in  that  borough  in  future* 
Head  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fepond  time  oa 
Monday  the  l6tb  of  AprU  nextt 

Sir  Jchn  Newport  ftated,  that  he  bad  mpved  for  the  produce 
lion  of  certain  public  accounts  on  the  ad  of  February  la(t« 
Tbcfe  account^  bad'  not  yet  been  prefented  ;  he  tberefixiB 
moved,  <<  that  Uiere  be  forthwith  laid  before  tHe  Houfc,  in  coa* 
formity  to  the  order  of  the  2d  of  |*eb.  iaft,  accounts  of  any 
^nd  what  fums  have  been  raifed  by  ^nmd  juries^and  paid  in^ 
the  hands  of  the  treafurers  of  counties,  counties  of  cities,  qff 
towns  in  Ireland,  towards  fupportcrf  the  houfes  of  induftry,  in 
the  years  i8p|,  ippa,  an^  1^3  refpeftively^'*    Ordered. 

A  pcrfon  from  the  general  poft  office  prefented  accounts  of 
the'  amount  of  money  received  by  the  different  poftmafters 
within  the  laft  year,  and  the  balance  now  remaining  in  thcix 
bands.     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  annual  accounts  of  the  London  Flour  Company  were 
prefented,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  account  of  the  diftribution  of  two  million  pounds  ftcr* 
ling,  which  was  voted  in  the  laft  feiCon  towards  the  fervice  of 
the  year,  was  prefented,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  certain  inhabitants  of  the  bp^ 
rough  uf  Chippenham,  ftating  that  a  Seledl  Committee  had 
decided  on  rtip  cafe  of  the  late  contefted  elcftioj)  for  that  hg- 
roughs  on  principles  which  they  with  deference  conceived  tQ 
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be  materially  difFcreht  from  the  anticnt  ufage  of  riiat  borough, 
and  prayi/ig  that  they  might  be  heard  by  theii  counfel  on  that 
head.     The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  con&dera-, 
lion  on  Toeiday  the  8  th  of  May. 

Mr.  Dent  gave  nodce  thdthe  would,  after  the  recefs,  move 
that  the  Hoafe  take  into  its  confideration  the  fituatton  of  the 
holders  of  loyalty  loan  debentures. 

On  the  order  being  read  for  the  Houfe  refolving  itfplf  into  a 
Committee  on  the  bankers'  indemnity  bill, 

Mr.  Vanfittart  moved,  that  it  be  an  inftrutSion  to  the  Com** 
mttteey  that  they  make  a  provtfion  to  extend  the  time  of  hear-i 
log  appeals  on  fnrchatges  made  under  the  property  tax. 

Mr.  Prim/ep  objeAed  to  the  whole  principle  of  the  bill.  He 
wat  of  opinion,  that  many  innocent  perfons  would  fufier  by 
the  paffing  of  fuch  a  law,  as  they  would  not  be  able  to  make 
riieir  letams  within  the  proper  time  in  many  inftances,  where 
they  reGded  ata  diftance  in  the  country.  It  would  be  more 
regular  for  the  agent,  when  he  got. his  dividend  warrant,  to  go 
into  another  office,  pay  the  afleflment,  and  obtain  a  certificate 
accordingly*  If  the  principals  had  any  cla»m  to  exemptions^ 
thev  fiiould  prefer  fuch  claim  themfelves.  ^ 

Mr-  Dentizidf  that  the  bill  only  went  to  the  preirention  of 
an  evil  which  it  ,never  was  the  intention  of  Government  that 
the  parties  (faould  fuffer.  If  the  meafure  was  pot  adopted,  the 
^reateft'  inconvenience  would  enfuc  in  tranfa£itng  the  hufinels 
in  Ae  manner  which  the  hon.  Member  had  defcribed-  He  then 
aimi  the  right  bon.  Secretary  if  any  other  alteration  was  in-« 
teildedtb  be  made  after  the  holidays. 

Mr.  Vanfittart  declared  that  he  was  not  at  prefent  aware  of 
any  fuch  meafure  being  in  the  contemplation  of  his  Majefty's 
Mioififcrt.  If,  however,  any  fufficient  ground  was  ftated, 
ibine  other  regulation  might  be  adopted  in  the  courfcf  of  the 
ieffion. 

The  bill  was  then  pafled  through  the  Committee,  the  re- 
port received,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the 
next  day. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  placed  him'felf  at  the  bar 
df'Ae  Houfe,  and  prefented  a  meOTage  from  his  Majefly, 
ftating,That 

*•  His  Majcfty  thought  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe.  of 
Coniniom,  that  the  officers,  non-commiffioned  officers,  and  • 
privates  of  feveral  regiments  of  Irifh  militia,  had  madfc  a  volun- 
tary tender  of  their  fervices  t6  be  employed  in  any  part  of 
Great  Britam,  during  the  war ;  that  his  Majefty  had  received 
with   great  fatisfadtron  this  ftriking  jwoof  of  afftfliort  and  at- 
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tachment  to  his  perfbn  and  Government,  and  of  their  fntrioti^  • 
aeal  for  the  general  intereft  of  the  united  kingdom  ;  and  con«* 
€eivifig  that  being  enabled  to  avail  himfelf  of  this  patriotic  offer 
might  be  attended  with  great  advantage^  his  Majeftf  recooi- 
inended  it  to  his  faithhil  .Commons  to  adq>t  fuch  regulations  as 
might  enable  him  to  accept  of  the  offers  of  fuch  parts  of  the 
Iriffi  militia  as  might  be  voluntarily  difpofed  to  ferve  in  Great 
Britain,  for  fuch  time  and  to  fuch  extent  as  to  the  wifdom  of 
Parliament  might  feem  expedient.** 

.  After  the  meflage  had  been  read  from  the  chair,  the  Ckan^ 
"  cellor  of  the  Exchequer  dated  that  he  would  refrain  from  mak- 
ing any  comment  at  preient,  and  content  himfclf  with  movinet, 
that  his  Majeily's  mod  gracious  meflfage  be  taken  into  conG- 
deration  on  Wednefday  next,  when  a  right  hon.  Friend  of  bis 
(Mr.  Secretary  Yorke)  who  was  at  preient  abfent  by  indifpo* 
fltion^  would  fubmit  a  meafure  to  the  Houfe  for  the  purpofe 
of  augmenting  the  force  of  the  country.  The  meflage  was 
then  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Wednefday 
next. 

Mr.  Corry  rnoved  the  order  of  tlie  day  for  the  recommit- 
'  ment  of  the  Irifli  militia  families  bill. 

On  'this  a  convcrfation  arofe  between  Mr.  Fofter  and  Mr. 
Corry,  refpefting  the  operations  of  the  prcfent  and  the  former 
laws  refpc£ling  the  provifion  to  be  made  for  the  families  of 
militiamen  in  Ireland.  A  claufe  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Fofter^ 
to  authorize  the  payment  of  arrears  which  may  be  due  from 
the  firft  of  November  lad,  up  to  the  prefent  period,  in  order 
to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  the  allowance  which  militiamen** 
jfamilies  have  received  fince  that  time*  The  claufe  was  agreed 
to  with  fome  (light  amendment. 

The  bill  was  paflfed  through  a  Comimttee»  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Mt\  Fofter  faid,  that  he  would  bfe  glad  to  know  when  it 
was  likely  that  the  Iridi  accounts,  which  had  been  orderetl 
fome  time  fmce,  would  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  ?  There  was 
fomuch  tardinefs  and  irregularity  in  the  produAion  of  papers 
which  related 'to  that  part  of  the  empire,  that  he  (kould  think 
St  his  duty  to  move,  after  the  recefs«  that  the  operation  of  the 
^&f  whicn  refnilates  the  delivery  of  public  accounts  reiativeto 
the  affairs,  of  England,  (hould  lie  extended  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  Corry  anured  the  hon*  Member  that  no  paint  i^cre 
fp^ired  in  the  making  out  and  delivery  of  thofe  accounts.  Two 
dfEcers  were  then  waiting  ou^fide  of  the  door,  for  the  pi»rp«fi9 
of  delivering  papers,  and  the  others  wodU  be  delivered  with 
all  poiCblc  expedition.  ' 

*    *  ^      Mr. 
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Air.  Kumaird  moved^  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
accounts  of  the  difpofition  of  grants  for  the  year  1803,  dating 
vrhat  fuins  remain  in  the  Exchequer,  and  what  fums  are  yec 
to  he  raifed  under  the  various  heads  of. loan,  lottery,  war  taxes, 
and  the  intcreft  on  the  fums  payable  for  the  redemption  of  the 
Jand  tax,  diflinguifhing  each,  up  to  the  lateft  period.  A  general 
refult  of  the  furplusof  i,30o,GOor.  was  dated  intheaccounb 
upon  the  table,  but  he  dij  not  think  that  that  was  fufficiently 
explicit. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  rto  ohjeftion  to  the 
produAion  of  the  papers  which  had  been  fplecified,  but  at  the 
fame  time  aflured  the  hop.  Member,  that  he' would  not  find 
the  accuracy  of  the  ftat^ments  at  prcfent  before  the  Houfe,  ia 
any  degree  afFeded  by  the  Accounts  he  now  moved  for. 

Mr.^Kinnaird  faidythat  in  the  prefent  fome  of  the  accounts 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  delMtion  on  the  public. 

Mr.  Fanfittart  declared,  that  they  were  drawn  up  according 
to  the  ufuaj  method  of  framing  fuch  documents* 

The  accounts  were  then  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe. 

Accounts  of  the  amount  of  falartes,  which  have  been  paid  at 
par  to  officen  on  the  Irlfli  eftablifhment  refident  in  England 
fince  the  union,  were  {^refented,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Committees  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means  weve 
pofipoDcd  till  Wednefday.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

TUESDAY,   MARCH    Q,']. 

The  bills  upon  the  tal>le  were  forwarded  in  their  refpec- 
ti^e  ftages* 

Lord  Eliot  was  fworn  and  took  his  feat,  on  his  accelTiosi 
to  the  peerage  by  the  demife  of  his  father,  the  laie  Lord. 

An  account  of  the  falaries,  penfions,  &c.  paid  by  order  of 
the  Irifh  Government  at  par;  within  a  given  period,   were, 
fn  purfuahce  of  a  former  motion  of  Lord  Kmg,  laid  before 
the  Houfe.     And  the  fame  were,  on  the  motion  of  the  noble' 
Lord,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  the  motion  bf  Lord  Auckland,  a  Committee  of  their 
Lordfhips  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  ttie  bed  means  of 
lighting  and  warming,  the  Houfe,  improving  the  paflfag^ 
'thereto,  ^tA  the  accommodations  of  the  Lojd  Chancellor 
and  other  officers  of  the  Houfe. 
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Volunteer  regulations  ttti. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  this  biu 
being  reid, 

Lofd  Hawkffiury  rofe,  and  delivered  his  rcntiments  upon 
the  nfearure.     He  fet  out  with  calling  the  attention  of  their 
jLordfliips  to  what  had  tranfpired  laft  feflion  upon  the  fub- 
jed,  and  the  mea Cures  adopted  by  the  Legiflatu re  (hereon, 
and  on  wh}di  the  prefent  bill  was  founded.     In  difcufling 
the  fubjcfi,  they  were  to  confider  ttie  volunteer  force  merely 
in  a  relative  point  of  view.     With  regard  to  the  point  which 
bad  been  fo  repeatedly  urged,  that  his  Majefty's  GovernmeDt 
depended  cbiefty  upon  the  volunteer  fojce  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  be  mufl  decidedly  proteft  againft  it.    The  firft 
^neral  mode  of  defence,  which  they  relied  upon,  was  thff 
r^ular  eftabKflied  military  force  of  the  country.      In  view-^ 
ing  the  (late  and  preparation  of  this  force  at  prefent,  he  would 
have  to  look  comparatively  at  what  it  was  in  former  periods 
of  equal  or  nearly  fimilar  urgency;  ^ot  io  an  invidious  poiat 
of  view,  biit  merely  to  apprize  their  Lordfttpt  of  the  real 
fmAs  of  the  cafe.     There  were  at  prefent  aot  left  than 
180,000  regular  troops  in  the  united  kingdom.    The  volun- 
teer force,  however,  for  general  fervice,  though  it  might  he 
inferior  to  flits,  wasj  he  contended,  in  fome  points  of  view, 
more  efficacious  than  any  other  fpecies  of  detenfive  force ;  |t 
was  intended  to  afi,  in  .general,  as  a  fubfidiary  force.  .  In 
Ibis  pan  of  his  difcuflion,  the  noble  Lord  took  a  view  of  tbe 
comparative  advantages  and  difadvantages  which  the  invaders 
poflefTed :  one  permanent  'advantage  and  great  foperiority 
.which  the  latter  had  over  the  former  was,   that  they  could 
baVe  an  armed  nation  at  their  fide,  the  manifold  advantages 
f  which  could  be  more  eafily   conceived  than  defcribed. 
The  known  and  eftabliflied  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  10  call 
upon  all  the  liege  fubjeds  of  the  realm  to  come  forward  and 
arm  in  defence  thereof,  in  jcafe  of  adual  invafioni  was  cer- 
tainly a  confolatory  and  important  confideration;    but   tlie 
difficulty  lay  in  rendering  the  force  thus  acquired  adequately 
fuccefsful  without  previous  preparation.  This  principle  Go- 
vernment had  in  view  when  they  propofed  legiflative  mea- 
fures  for  arraying  the  Aational  defence,  and  dividing  the  ef- 
feQive  popufanion  of  the  country  into  diOindl  clafles,  which 
could  be  regularly  recurred  to,  as  the  exigency  (hfould  re- 
quire.    At  the  fame  time,  with  reference  iq  meafurcs  con- 
neAed  with  that  under  confideration,  a  fufpendiDg  power 
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was  veiled  in  the  Crown,  on  fuch  occaflons  as  a  certain  pro- 
portionate numbeit  of  vplunteers  (bouldcome  forward  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom.     This  fpecies  of  force,  bein|^ 
deemed  upon  the  whole  decidedly   preferable  to  the  other^ 
which  ii  was  feh  would  be  produ^ive  of  numerous  incon- 
veniences to  individuals^  it  was  thought  beft  to  take  advan- 
tage of  that  zeal  and  patriotic  ardour  which  the  volunteers 
pianifefted  ip    freely  coming  forward  in  defence   of  their 
country  ^  and  under  thofe  conlide  rat  ions,  wherever  a  certairi 
proportion  of  volunteers  were  embodied^  it  was  held  unnecef- 
fary  to  carry  the  general  defence  a£l  into  execution.     The 
fiumber  of  volunteers  at  prefcnt  in  Great  Britain  alone,  he 
was  happy  to  inform  the  Houfe,  fell  Utile  (hort  of  330,coo« 
A  force  of  this  immenfe  number  was  in  itfelf  not  only  of  the 
htgheft  importance^  and    an  acquifition    the  advantages  of 
which  were  almoO  incalculable ;  but  it  mud  neceifarily  be 
fuppofed  toconfift  of  fuch  a  variety  of  materials,  and  to  in- 
volve fo  many  various  confideratiofis,  that  the  ground  for 
afionilihinent  fairly  was,  that  fo  few  difficulties  were  foi]n4 
to  intervene  in  its  organization  and  advance  to  its  prefent 
fiate  of  difciplme  and  efficacy.    He  then  adverted  to  the  ide^ 
of  the  utility  of  an  armed  pcafantry,  which  had  been.infide^ 
upon  by  Tome  as  fo  far  preferable,  as  to  juftif^  the  cancelling 
and  dlfotganizing  that  part  of  the  national  force  then  under 
c6iv(ideration.     He  was  aware,  that  in  fome  circumftances 
and  fitiratrons  an  armed  peafantry  might  be  ufed  with  effe^; 
but -it  was  held  a  matter  of  great  doubt  in  fome  of  the  moft 
refp^fiable  military  opinions  in  the  country,  whether  ft  force 
of  that  defcription  were  bed  calculated  for  a  conteft  of  the 
nature  of  that  iri  which  we  were  embarked,  and  whether  in 
ait  its  different  beaiings  and  relations  the  force  to  which  thQ 
bill  before  their  Lordlhips  referred   was  not  far  preferable. 
With  refpefl:  to  the  con  ted,  generally  Tpeaking,  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  the  wifed  policy,  efpecially  with  reference  to 
the  meafure  under  coniideration,  would  be  to  confider  it  as 
likely  to  be  protrafled,  and  the  force  in  quedion,  as  one  of 
wliich  we  cent  Id  nvail  ourfelves  at  any  future  period.     Upon 
chefe  general  grounds,  the  fydem  of  regulations  which    the 
bill  went  to  ena6t   would,  he  thought,  be  t[ie  mod  arlvif^ble. 
The  condderationof  dlfcipline  ftiQuld  not  be  pulhed  to  that 
extent  as  to  render  it  inconvenient  or  harafling  to  individu- 
als, or  to  interfere  too  much  with  their  private  or  civil  con- 
cerns.     It  had  been  contended  that  a  third  or  a  fourth  part 
of  the  pfefeht  amount,  perfedly  and  regularly  d»fc4)lined 
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and  trained,  would  be  preferable  to  the  greater  number  tno* 
derately  difciplined,  and  lefs  trained  to  the  ufe  of  arms;  but 
this  was  very  quedi  nable.  To  take  it  in  every  point  of 
view,  in  his  ertimaiion  the  fyfletti  which  the  bill  went  to 
fan£)ion  was  decidedly  preferable.  He  then  adverted  tbfomc 
prominent  regulations  in  the  bill,  and  exptefled  his  opinion, 
that  it  was  fair  and  proper  that  the  conditions  upon  which 
the  volunteers  entered,  Ihould  be  fcrupuloufly  fulfilled  on  the 
part  of  Government,  and  fuch  was  certainly  intendeds 
With  rcfpeft  to  the  idea  held  oulr  of  the  right  of  volunteers 
toclciSl  their  own  officers,  nothing,  he  obferved,  in  the  aSs 
alluded  to,  tended  to  countenance  fuch  a  pofltion:  the  right 
in  the  cafe  before  them,  was  as  abfolulely  and  inconiro- 
venibly  vefted  in  the  Crown,  as  was  that  right  in  every  d&- 
fcription  of  military  force;  the  language  of  the  ads  was, 
that  the  officers  (h.ould  be  perfons  holding  commiflions  from 
his  Majefty,  which  clearly  implied  a  difcretionary  power  in 
the  Crown.  The  noble  Secretary  then  proceeded  to  defcribe 
the  fubdance-  of  the  claufes  and  provifions  of  the  bill,  in 
which  it  is  unnecelTary  for  us  to  follow  him.  He  admitted 
the  meafure  unavoidably  involved  fome  anomalies,  which 
irere  infeparable  from  a  fyftem  of  fo  various  and  extenfive  a 
nature.  It  was  however  important,  in  viewipg  the  fubjeft 
before  them,  their  LordAiips  llxould  bear  in  mind,  that  when 
in  cafe  of  invafion  any  part  of  thofe  volunteer  forces  was 
called  out,  they  would  be  fubjeA  to  the  proviGons  of  the 
mutiny  bill  and  to  martial  law,  which  would  tend,  for  the 
time,  to  perfefl  their  efficacy,  and  to  affinfiilate  *'hem  to  the  | 
regular  troops.  His  LordOiip  fpoke  in  terms  of  the  higheft  | 
fatisfadion  of  the  powerful  military  force  which  the  exer- 
tions and  policy  of  his  Majefty's  Government  had  eftablifted 
in  the  country,  and  which  would  be  found  to  be  numerous 
and  efFedive  beyond  all  former  example.  He  inftanced  the 
cafe  of  the  year  1798,  when  thefe  iflands,  he  faid,  were  held 
to  be  in  danger  of  invafion,  the  Government  of  that  day 
boafted  their  accumulated  force  of  250.000  men.  At  the 
prefeni  period  there  were  ready  to  meet  the  attack  no  fewer 
than  450,000  men  in  arms.  The  real  queftion,*  however, 
he  admitted  was  not  whether  comparatively  more  or  lefs 
had  been  done,  but  whether  enough  had  been  done  towards 
pcrfedling  tlie  national  means  of  defence.  He  had  pointedly 
to  urge  theadcptitin  of  the. regulations  provided  by  the  prc- 
fcnt  bill  for  the  volunteer  foicc  of  the  country.     His  Lcird- 
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ihip  concluded  by  moving^  (hat  the  bill  be  then  read  a  fe-. 
cond  lime. 

On  the  queftion  being  put, 

The  Ear!  of  Carnaivon  rofe  and  faid,  I  fliould  have  felt 
no  objcdlion  to  almoft  any  fyftem,  whether  of  volunteers  or 
armed  pcafantry,  whfch  could  have  added,  ufefui  (Irength  Xo, 
the  country  at  a  moment  when  all  its  energies  mull  be  ex- 
ertcfi,  provided  in  its  formation  it  had  not  a  tendency  to  pre^v 
judicc  our  more  e(Fc£lual  and  regular  force,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  country  had  not  been  unneceflarily  impaired. .  A 
fpirit  and  courage,  mote  than  equal  to  the  dangers  that 
threaten,  has  manifeAed  itfelf  in  every  clafs  of  people  uni- 
verfally  through  every  part  of  the  country  in  a  manner  wiih^ 
out  example;  and  might  have  fupplied  his  Majcdy's  Mini- 
flers  with  ample  means  of  organfzing  fome  permanent  fyf- 
tem of  defence,  capable  of  reiiiling  any  attacks  which  our 
mod  inveterate  enemies  could  make  upon  us  now,  or  at  any 
future  period.  But  Miniflers  have  been  bewildered  with  iho 
quantity  of  maieriaU  in  their  bands,  and  whatever  advantages 
might  have  been  derived  from  a  volunteer  fyftem,  have  been 
loft  by  their  mifmanagement ;  they  have  fo  fingularly  arranged 
it,  that  it  is  incapable  of  being  fubRantially  amended  in  a 
Committee,  and  inftead  of  a  volunteer  force  which  might 
have  been  firmly  relied  upon  in  the  time  of  danger,  they 
have  erefled  a  fabric  which  may  diOblve  before  the  moinent 
ofitsnfe.  They  have  encouraged  and  accepted  offers,  re- 
ferving  to  the  corps  the  extraordinary  power  of  withdrawing 
their  fervices  at  pleafure,  at  any  time  before  the  appearance 
of  the  enemy ;  fo  that  the  danger  may  meet  us,  without 
force;  and  to  this  abfurdity  they  |iave  pledged  the  King's  faith, 
and  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  a  Committee  to  correct  this 
rrror.  This  evil  is  further  increafed  by  a  review  of  the  cu- 
xious. fabrication  of  that  which  is  peculiarly  called  the  de- 
fence bill.  I  agree  with  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  that 
the  merits  of  thevolonieer  fyftem  propofcd  to  be  amended  by 
this  bill,  cannot  be  duly  eftimated  but  by  a  confideration  of 
the  general  ftateof  the  defence  of  thecouniry.  I  muft  there- 
fore confidcr  the  defence  a6t  and  the  prefent  bill  as  one,  they 
are  indeed  fo  interwoven  that  they  cannot  be  fepararcd;  the 
iirft  is  the  reputed  parent  and  heir  of  'the  latter,  tor  the  noble 
Secretary  informs  us,  that  the  failure  of  the  volunteer  fyftem, 
is  to  be  replaced  by  the  execution  of  the  defence  aft,  which 
IS  now  placed  on  the  (helf  and  remains  a  dead  IcMcr.     i'his 
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extraordinary  adisfoundedonanaffertion  of  an  ancient  prcr 
fogativeof  the  Crown  of  which  not  the  flighted  propf  wraspro* 
duccd  when  the  bill  was  urged  with  fuch  precipitation  through 
thi$  Houfc,  that  it  pafled  in  two  days  without  the  ufiial  fonxis, 
as  if  difcu(Iion  was  dangerous.  The  aflertion  of  this  unknown 
though  jt  feems  undoubted  prerogative^,  feems  to  have  been 
intended  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  making  the  extraordinary 
provifions  of  the  bill  appear  to  be  deeply  rooted  in  the  an- 
cient conditution  of  the  country*  Idjt  -the  fyflem  adopted  by 
the  bill  (hould  appear  as  repugnant  to  mankind,  namely,  of 
brcnding  ail  clafles  and  conditions  of  tnen,  from  the  Prince  of 
Wales  (the  fiiA  fubje£lj  to  the  lowed  beggar  that  infeds  the 
flreeis,  in  one  common  array  as  common  foldiers  equally  ferr* 
ing  in  the  ranks  and  liable  to  the  mod  difgraceful  punifli- 
meat  for  offending  the  dignity  and  coroqiands  of  a  Chelfea 

fi^nfioner  ferjeant  or  corporal  to  be  placed  over  them,  equally 
iable  from  the  highed  to  the  lowed  to  be  transferred  to  the 
ranks  of  the  regulars,  militia,  or  fencibles.  The  Prince  of 
Wales,  if  he  had  not  fortunately  been  colonel  of  a  regiment  of 
dragoons,  would  have  found  that  his  dation  in  the  country, 
Vfhcn  its  dangers  call  every  man  to  his  pod,  is  decided  by  this 
a£t  to  be  in  the  ranks,  a  common  foldier,  looking  to  corporaPg 
rank  as  promotion.  No  man  but  thofe  who  formed  this  plan 
could  believe  fiich  an  impraAicable  fyftem  of  folly  could  have 
fug^eded  itfelf  as  a  ferious  fydcm  of  defence  to  a  fet  of  men 
calling  themfelves  datefmen,  or  could  expcSt  a  facility  in  its 
execution,  introduced  by  the  aflertion  of  a  prerogative  which 
never  exidcd  nor  could  now  be  put  into  execution.  But  in 
truth  this  fydem  was  not  fo  much  calculated  or  intended  to 
be  adled  upon,  as  to  create  a  terror  which  fliould  have  the 
fifie£lof  raifmg  volunteers  iy  c^mpu/fion,  on  whom  the  framers 
of  the  bill  placed  their  ultimate  trud  fnr  the  defence  of  the 
country.  1  he  whole  drudure  of  the  defence  bill  marks. that 
t]ii»  forced  body  of  volunteers  was  the  objed  of  an  ad  which 
has  ultimately  lodged  in  the  Crown  a  power  which  is  fubvcr* 
live  of  the  condituiion  of  the  country  and  the  liberties  of  all 
clafles.  By  this  ingenious  contrivance  it  was  expe£)ed  that  - 
volgnteers  would  come  forward  to  proteA  their  neighbours 
from  the  oppreflive  operation  of  the  af>,  and  being  fo  produced 
would  make  a  better  defence  againd  the  enemies  than  an 
army  compcfed  by  the  aft  of  perfons  whofe  education,  habits 
of  life  and  incHnaticn"  revolted  agair.d  the  pofition  in  which 
they  were  placed  by  force.  The  framers  of  the  bill  might 
have  in  vain  waited  for  any  ex'.enfive  army  of  volunteera 
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iraifed  by  the  fole  defire  of  proteding  their  neighboQrt  fh)nt 
fimilar  fervice,  unlefs  purch'afed  by  theoi  fd  to  do  (vHitch 
might  airabtve  beein  intended  hf  the  a£i):  but  fhe  fptrtt  mA 
^ouragt  of  the  nation  outilript  the  bperatton,  or  even  the  con^ 
fideratidn  of  the  bill,  and  tendered  a  force  in  the  true  and 
gequiile  fpirit  of  patriotifoiy  raifed  by  indication  iit  the 
threats  of  an  implacable  enemy^  and  by  attachment  to  thefir 
king  and  country.  The  ultimate  refonl-ce,  bo^^eVcr,  in  the 
failure  of  the  Volunteers,  muft  be  to  the  impracticable  bpeu 
ration  of  (he  defence  bill ;  I  am  therefore  again  ft  the  whole 
fyftem,  and  againft  this  bill  as  a  part,  and  am  agalnfl;  its  being 
Committed. 

ZorJ  EUinhorough  faid,  that  if  he  had  not  been  u fed  to  hear 
the  moft  monfirous  proportions,  he  fhouM  have  thought  it  1m^ 
poffible  that  any  perfon.lhouId  gravely  exprefs  a  doubt  of  th^ 

Serpgative  in  the  King  to  require  the  ailidance  of  his  1!^ 
bjedsln  cafe  of  aninvafion ;  it  mud  go  along  with  thefeeU 
ing  of  every  man,  even  if  he  bad  not  given  himfelf  the  pains 
to  evaitaiiie  into  the  (latmes  and  roIls°of  Parliament,  ivhicb 
Would  have  foon  convinced  him  that  no  doubt  could  vAk  in 
the  mind  of  (hofe  moft  difpofed  to  receive  them,  of  the  ex« 
Offence  of  this  prerogative.  The  power  of  requiring  (he  totlt- 
taify  (ervice  of  tvery  inan  againft  the  invafion  of  an  enemy» 
ftiuft  in  every  chrrlized  country  exift  fomewhere,  and  it  couM 
not  be  placed  in  any  hartilsbut  thofe  of  the  fovereign  head 
of  the  ftate.     The  country  muft  be  without  defence  unleft 
iuch  power  coiitd  be  refdned  to  t'  whoever  had  the  right  to 
inake  war,  muft  have  the  power  to  carry  it  on  ;  and  if  th^ 
noble  Lord  had  b^en  at  the  trouble  of  reading  the  ads,  he 
would  h^Ve  found  that  in  the  13th  of  Edward  I.  all  men,  ac- 
cording to  their  faculties,  are  ordered  to  provide  ihemfeives 
with  arms.  The  learned  Lord  then  read  out  of  the  ftatute,  *<It 
Is  commanded  that  every  man  have  in  his'  hoiife  harnefs  to 
keep  the  p^ace  after  the  antient  ailize,   that  is  to  fay,  every 
man  bc^twcen  15  and  60  years  (hall  be  aifcfled  and  fworn  to 
armod'r  according  to  their  quantity  of  lands  and  goods  ;"  and 
he  aifo  read  an  aft  of  the  ift  of  Edward  III.  chap.  5th,  in 
thefe   words :  *<  No  man  (hall  be  charged  to  arm  himfelf 
otherwife  than  he   was  wont,  and  no  man  (hall  be  com- 
pelled to  go  out  of  his  (hire  but  when  neceflity  requireth,  and 
fudden  coming  of  firange  enemies  into  the  realm,  and  then  it 
ihall  be  done,  as  hath'been  ufed  in  time  paft  for  the  defence 
of  the  realm**'  His  Le£d(hip  obfervcd,  that  It  was  impoftible 
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to  read  this  ad  and  withhold  convidion  of  the  etiftingpre*' 
irogative  to  call  out  every  man  ii^on  the  coming  of  Urange 
enemies  into  the  land  ;  arid  if  more  proof  was  required,  ihe 
commidion  of  array  which  Was  referred  to  the  confideratioa 
of  Parliament,  in  the  5th  of  Henry  IV.  would  prove  the^x^ 
iftence  of  this  very  prerogative.  It  was  immaterial  that  the 
d£t  of  Henry  IV.  was  repeslledy  the  commifTion  contained  the 

Ererpgative  under  which  it  was  iflbed.  The  propofition  uiuft 
8  fo  evident  from  thefe  l^ords,  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  thought  it  would  be  wading  their  LordOiips'  time  toi 
dwell  longer  upon  the  fubjeA. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  rdpliedi  that  he  had  not  received  thd 
convidion  which  he, had  expefled  from  the  great  knowledge 
and  abilities  of  the  learned  Lord,  of  whofe  talents  noperfon  had 
a  higher  opinion  than  himfelf ;  and  though  I  Have  not  ((aid  the 
noble  Karl)  the  prefumption  to  oppofe  mv  judgment  to  his  on 
legal  fubjeds,  or  to  enter  the  lifls  with  him  in  the  difcuflioii 
of  legal,  antiquities,  yet  t  (hould  be  forry  that^the  noble  Lord 
fhould  think  that  I  have  lightly  and  without  examination 
formed  an  opinion  on  this  important  fubjed,  and  I  will  there* 
.fore  flate  my  reafons  for   retaining  the  fame  opinion  after 
all  that  the  noble  Lord  has  faid.     I  am  very  ready  to  admit 
as  an  axiom  of  law  extending  over  all  the  civilized  world, 
that  the  power  to  require  the  military  fervice  of  all  men  (ac- 
cording to  their  fiations)  oh  the  invafion  of  the  kingdom  by 
a  foreign  enemy,  mud  exift  fomewhcre,  and  that  it  cannot 
'  exift  in  any  other  hands  bat  where  the  fovereign  power  of 
Ihe  country  refldes  ;   but  I  do  not  draw  the  fame  inference 
a$  the  noble  Lord  does,  that  it  is  iherefore  (by  foice  of  the 
principle  contained  in  the  axiom)  placed  in  the  bands  of  the 
King,  in  this  country,  where  the  monarchy  is  limited,  and 
ths  fovereign  power  is  in  many  inftances  divided  between 
the  three  Hates  ;  nor  is  it  pretended  that  the  King  is  entitled 
to  all  powers  which  may  be  neceflfary  to  carry  on  a  war  into 
which  he  has  an  undoubted  right  to  enter.     Whoever,  there- 
fore, aiTerts  the  former  exiftence  of  a  prerogative,  now  \n 
difufe,  is  certainly  boBnd  to  prove  it  beyond  doubt.     The 
learned  Lord  began  with  citing  the  13th  of  Edward  I.  chip. 
6th,  as  if  it  made  part  of  the  military  fyftem  of  that  age  fot 
the  defence  of  the  country  again  ft  foreign  enemies,  or  wan 
intended  to  arm  the  King's  hands  for  war.     Without  going 
further  into  iheadt,  than  the  noble  Lord  has  read,  it  isobrvU 
oully  a  provifion  of  arms  to  keep  the  peace,  and  not  fo  carry 
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on  war  v  *^  hi  the  conclufionof  the  aft  it  enjoins  (heriffs  and 
Cimftables  *^  to  take  heed  that'thufe  lo  anned  follow  the  hue 
and  Cry  6f  the  country  ;"  and  the  title  given  to  the  aif^  is— 
^^  for  the  t»#fi^  ofurms  tofollow  the  hue  and  en ;"  and  nothing 
IB  fo  dear  as  iti^t  this  is  the  meaning  of  this  ad, and  to  this  day 
no  perfon  is  exempt  from  following  ^he  hue  and  cry  of  their 
refpeAive. counties:  and  if  any  doubt  pould  fulfill  whether 
this  zSl  made  part  of  the  general  fyAeaioiFofFence  and  defence 
agatfift  foreign  enemies,  the  ad  of  the  4Lh  of  Henry  IV* 
chap.  13th,  puts  it  out  of'  doubt,  byoaiitt\ng  this  a£t,  whea 
it    recites  and  confirms  all  the  other  AjbAftirig  ads,  which 
do  clearly  relate  to  the  general  military  fyftem.     The  noble 
Lord  has  omitted  to  read  this  ad  of  4  Henry  IV.  which 
difliodly  proves  that  no  perfon  (whatever  encroachment  of 
prerogative  may  have  been  attempted)  could  be  called  upon 
for  military  fervice,   btit  by  tenure,  and  aflent  and  grant  of 
Parliaroene,     The  ad  of  the  4th  Henry  IV.  chap.  13th,  runs 
in  thefe  words  :  <<  It  is  ordained  and  eftabliihed  that  the  fta- 
tote  made  in  the  1  ft  year  of  King  Edward  III.  grandfather  to 
our  Lord  the  King  that  now  is,  containing  that  none  (hall 
be  cooftraioed  to  go  out  of  their  counties  but  only  for  caufe 
of  neceffity  and  fudden  coming  of  (Irange  enemies  into  the 
realm  ;    and  the  ftatute  made  in  the  loth  year  of  the  fatd 
grandfather,    chap.  7,^That  men  of   arms,   archers,    and 
hoUers,  chofen  to  go  on  the  King's  fervice  out  of  England^ 
ihall  be  at  the  King's  wages  from  the  day  they  do  depart  out 
of  the  counties  where  they  were  chofen  ;  and  alfo  the  fta- 
tnte  made  the  25th  year  of  the   faid  grandfather,  That  no 
man  be  compelled  to  find  men  of  arms,  archers,  nor  hoblers^ 
other  than  thefe  which  do  holdby  fuch  fervice,  unlefs  it  be  by 
common  alFent  and  grant  of  Parliament,  be  firmly  holden  and 
kept  in  all  ppints."     This  ftatute  is  made  to  refift  encroach- 
ments made  fmce-  the  palling  thofe  ads  which  it  revives  (  as 
if  difufed)  by  recital  and  confirmation.     The  firft,  is  that 
read  by  the  learned  Lord,  and  is  a  proof  that  no  enemy  being 
in  the  land,  thofe  who  owed  fervice  to  the  King,  had  been 
harafled  by  not  paying  their  wages  ;  and  the  lall  dates  the 
Iaw  of  the  land  refpeding  the  military  fyftem  of  thofe  days, 
as  if  againft  thefe  encroachments,  ihat  no  man  of  arms,  &c. 
(hould  be  compellable  unlefs  by  tenure^  or  confent  of  Parlia^ 
rneni*     Nothing  can   be  more  clear  and  explicit  than  the 
■vo^lsof  tbis  laft  ftatute,  which  places  the  military  power  of 
the  Crowa  on  its  undoubted  bafis,  namely,  the  military  te^ 
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nurt^f  and autksrititiif  Parliaments  It  muft  6e  abfculriUf^ 
that  if  any  prerogative  can  be  inferred  fram  thefr  AatiAety 
the  flatute  fliotiJd  not  be  capable  of  being  esppunied''  any 
other  way*  but  by  the  fuppofitbn  of  fotli  a^  firerogMiv^t 
natnely,  that  of  calling  all  men  out  of  their  eeontieson  tkfr 
appearance  of  a  foreign  enemy,  without  aflent  of  ParRamcoi  ^ 
but  this  .flatute  is  perfcdly  intelUgibles  and  aji^licaMe  to  the 
military  tenures  known  and  acknowledged*  toexiftat  the 
time,  and  therefore  this  ad  cannot  pcefume  any  fiich  prero- 
gative. No  man  is  fo  little  read  in  tnf  hiflbry  of  this  coontry, 
as  not  to  know  that,  from  tfie  con<|aeft,  the  land  was  divided 
into  60,000  knights'  fees,  prcxIuSive  of  6o«ooo  dient  for  40 
days  military  fervice,  at  the  Xing's  pleafure  ;  and  that  thit 
large  military  force  continucitt  in  ftrifi  prafiieal  vTe  by  per- 
fonal  fervice,  until  Henry  the  Secund^s  time,  when  a  relax* 
at  ion  of  per  fonal  fervice  began  \f>  infinuate  itfetf,  and  the  in* 
trodudion  of  fubftituted  fervice,  and  gradually  a  commntatioa 
by  efcijage  certain  by  agreement,  and-  uncertain  when  na 
fach  agreement  was  made,  took  place ;  and  that  the  laA 
gave  occafioh  to  great  opprefljon  by  the  claim  of  unlimited 
penalties,  which  rofe  to  fo  great  a  grievance,  that  in  King 
John's  time  it  waa  reprobated  by  Magna  Charta  in  the  words, 
if  I  remcmi>er  fight,  <<  Nullum  fcutagium  ponaiur  in  regno 
noftro  niii  per  commtme  confilium  regni/''  So  circumftanced 
the  tenures  with  their  fervices  or  efcuage  continued  till  their 
abotitton  by  the  12th  Charles  II.  and  the  eRabliOiment  of  an 
extenfive  militia  under  jLords  Lieutenants  of  cotmtics  and* 
their  rcfpedive  deputies,  and  that  this  continued  until  tlic 
exrftence  of  the  prefent  militia,  with  the  occafional  introduc- 
tion of  a  more  regular  and  permanent  army.  In  all  this  pe» 
riod,  nothing  like  the  prerogative  aflertcd  has  been  acknow- 
Jedged.  The  preamble  of  the  lath  of  Charles  II.  which  re- 
probates the  afliimption  of  the  command  of  the  militia  by 
Parliament  in  the  preceding  reign,  and  declares  the  King's 
right  to  command  all  forces  raifed,  does  not  infinuate  the 
power  of  raifing  fuch  force  by  theKing^s  prerogative  on  any 
occafion,  I  am  at  a  iofs  on  this  view  of  the  military 
hifiory  to  trace  any  ground  on  which  fuch  a  prerogative 
can  have  taken  root  \  but  I  am  fure  that  the  a£ls  can  ht  ex- 
plained by  reference  to  the  fads  known  from  htftory,  witb^ 
out  having  recourfe  to  an  uncertain  prerogative.  Ilie  learned 
Lord  is  certainly  more  converfant  in  the  channels  through 
•which  information  of  this  nature  can  be  traced  than  1  am, 
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«Mttlffe'1its  been  more  f4iccersfiul  in  finding  the  commiffion  of 
^ttrray  wWdi'he  hascjred,  which  he  Tays  paffeJ  the  I^iJIaturc 
"-in-  ihe  j(th  of  Henry  IV.  No  fuch  ftatute  appears  on  (he  (laiute 
%o6l:i  thimgh  (on  finding  an  aflcrtion  of  fuch  a  commiflion) 
-I  have  fearchH  for  it.    The  commiflion  of  array,  in  whau 

•  ever  words  H^ may  be  cou<fhed,  would  not  be  convincing  to 
-sny  mind,  tn  I  am  well  aware  that  the  tithes  were  produdive 
of  incroacbments  of  that  fort.  The  ad  of  ift  Edward  lU. 
*chap«  ^ili,  ftatesi  that  commtflions  have  been  awarded  to  cer- 
tain people  of  Aiires,  to  prepare  men  of  arms,  &€•  and 
^naAsihat  it  Ihall  be  done  fo  no  more.  The  z&  of  the  ift 
Edward  III.  chap,  ijthiftates,  that  by  evil  counfellors  the 

•King had  bound  people  by  writing,  to  raife  armed  men,  and 
forbids  it.  Frequent  attempts  to  raife  an  army  by  com* 
miffion  may  have  been  made,  and  perhaps  fubmiited  loaf 
times,  and  at  times  reprobated.  With  refpeA  to  that  to 
'Which  the  noble  Lord  has  alluded,  and  which  I  have  not 
feen,  I  can  only  obferve,  that  by  his-  ovfti  account  of  it,  it 
teuft  have  derived  its  authority /I'om  Parliament ,  and  uotfr9m 
frerogativen  I1ie  execution  of  the  ordinances  of  Parliament 
'  is  sdways  intrullcd  to  the  King ;  and  it  appears  alfo  on  the 
face  of  the  (latement,  that  this  commiflion  in  Parliament  the 
5th  of  Henry  IV.  was  only  the  year  following  the  a£l  of  4th 

*  Henry  IV.  cited  by  me,  which  as  dtftinAly  as  words  can  cort^. 
vey  their  meaning,  declares  ''  that  no  man  (hall  be  con- 
ftrained  to  find  men  of  arms,  hoblers,  (horfeinen)  or  archers» 
others  than  thofe  who  hold  by  fuch  fervices,  if  not  by  com- 
mon aflent  and  grant  of  Parliament."    The  commiflion 

'cannot  therefore  be  fuppofed  to  contradid  the  parliamentary 
doArine  of  the  year  before,  and  its  being  contained  in  an 
aft  of  Parliament,  is  a  proof  that  it  was  ii\  conformity  to  the 
Hodrine  of  the  preceding  year,  and  derived  its  authority  from 
Parliament,  and  not  from  prerogative. 

Lords  Morton  and  Hobart  called  the  noble  Earl  to  order  ; 
to  which  he  replied,  that  if  he  had  been  called  to  order  fooner, 
he  (hoold  have  inflfled  on  his  right  to  put  the  Houfe  into  a 
Committee,  which  the  (landing  orders  of  the  Houfe  permit- 
ted him  to  60^  but  that  he  had  nearly  finiflied  all  he  had  wiibed 
to  fay,  and  (hould  not  trouble  the  Houfe  further. 

The  clerk  read  the  order,  which  was  as  the  noble  Earl  had 
Hated. 

Lord  King  delivered  his  fentiments  generally  upon  the  mea* 
fere  before  the  Houfe,  and  oeafured  the  conduA  uf  Minifters 
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ivith  refped  to  the  volunteers.  The  bill  itfetf  he  regardled 
as  a  mafs  of  incongruity  and  abrurditieS|.wh>ch.he  ihougbt  io 
be  the  general  character  of  all  the  meafures  adopted  by  Mi- 
nlfters  upon  the  fubjed.  The  point  of  view  in:  which  the 
bill  was  that  night  held  out,  was  by  no  means  a  fiair  one  ;  the 
injurious  effe£lsof  the  meafure,  as  at  prefent  confiituied,  were 
kept  out  of  fight;  it  had  the  efft&  of  counterading*  not  onljr 
the  regular  army,  but  the  militia  force,  and  the  army  of  re^ 
ferve:  this  was  principally  done  by  means  of  the  exemp- 
tions ;  the  militia,  and  the  army  of  referve  alfo,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, counteracted  eaoh  other.  I  n  proof  of  the  vol  u  nteer  [j&em 
materially  afieding  the  recruiting  fervice,  he  referred  tp  the 
Hate(}f  recruiting  in  thofe. parts  of  the  kingdom  where  the 
volunteers  were  proportionably  the  mod  numerous,  as  i|i 
Kent,  Surrey,  and  the  metropolis.  With  refpeA  to  the  bill, 
he  repeated,  it  was  a  mafs  of  incongruity — every  feparate  part 
was  jarring  one  with  the  other,  and  the  whole  was  in  the 
teeth  of  every  fyftematic  regulation. 

Lord  Boringdon  faid  that  he  would  give  no  opinion  as  to 
the  legal  point  at  ifiue  between  the  noble  Earl  and  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord,  relative  to  the  afTerted  right  of  the  King  to 
call  for  the  military  fervice  of  all  his  fubjeds  in  cafe  of  inva- 
£ou.  He  did  not  know  that  Minifters  had  put  forth  this  right 
at  the  end  of  the  laft  feffion,  with  a  view  to  compel  men  to 
enter  into  the  volunteer  fervice  ;  but  he  could  confirm  from 
his  own  obfervation  the  flatement  of  the  noble  Earl,  that  fuch 
in  many  cafes  was  the  cStQ.  of  that  dodrine.  He  difFered 
materially  in  opinion  from  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft 
as  to  the  prefent  efficiency  of  the  volunteers,  and  as  to  the 
(danger  which  might  b^  apprehended  from  the  volunteers 
being  difpofed  to  difband  themfelves  in  cafe  of  a  protraded 
conteft.  The  dangers  to  be  incurred  in  fuch  a  conleft  would, 
he  thought,  arife  from  the  chara£ter  and  complexion  of  his 
Majefly's  prefent  Government,  and  not  from  any  want  of 
patriotifm  or  perfeverance  on  the  part  of  the  volunteers, 
whofe  conduA  was  beyond  all  praife.  He  thought  the  pre- 
fent bill  wholly  inadequate  to  the  circumilances  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  evils  which  it  pretended  to  reniedy  : 
neverthelefs  he  (hould  not  oppofe  it,  as  it  contained  Tome 
provifions  which  mufl  have  a  falutary  operation  :  the  provi- 
fion  giving  the  fame  allowance  to  the  families  of  volunteers 
on  fervice,  as  was  given  to  thofe  of  militiamen,  and  th^t 
which  gave  to  the  commanding  officer  a  control  over  his 
men  atdiill,  defetved  commeftdation,  and  no  time  (hould  be 
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ioft  in  cairry!ng  them  into  efFeft.'  After  the  numberlefe 
blundersand  coQtradi£lk>ns  of  bis  Majclly's  Miriiilers  in 
canying  this  fyftem  into  effeft  during  laft  year,  no  great 
hope  could  be  entertained,  that  a  bill  containing  in  it  as  little 
as  the  prefeiit  biH  could  enfure  us- from  further  difficulties* 
The  fiifhop  of  Landaf  fpoke  as  follows: — My  Lords, 
I  have  ho  intention  of  troubling  your  Lordfliips  at  great 
jengtb  ;  I  have  little,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  I  have  no 
military  knowledge  ;  but  I  love  my  country,  and  I  cannot 
fee  it  totteting  on  tlie  extremeft  verge  of  deftruftion,  with- 
out uttering  a  cry  however  faint,  without  llretching  out  an 
arm  however  feeble,  to  prevent  its  fall.  The  die,  my  Lords, 
is  in  the  air,  may  God  dii'ed  its  fall  in  our  favour  i  The  die 
is  in  the  air  wbifzh,  by  its  fall,  will  indicate  the  ruin  of  Bo- 
naparte or  of  Britain  ;  which  will  indicate  the  coniequcnt 
rcduflion  of  France  within  its  ancient  limits  ;  or  the  con- 
fequent  reduAion  of  all  the  ftates  of  Europe  under  the  mi- 
litary yoke  of  the  French  Republic.  Ta  avert  this  cataf- 
trophc  from  ourlclves  requires,  not  fo  much,  I  think,  the 
co-operation  of  certain  individuals,  however  honoura!l!e  in 
principle,  however  leminent  id  ability,  (and  no  one  thinks 
of  their  honour  or  of  their  ability  more  refpedably  than  I 
do)  but  this  co-operation  is  not  fo  much  required  in.  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  country,  as  an  entire,  cordial, 
difinterefted  concurrence  of  all  the  talents  in  the  erapiie: 
I  am  far  from  inilnuating,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  may 
thus  co-operate  are  influenced  by  any  ieliifli  views,  by  any 
ambitious  profpeds  of  place  or  power ;  no,  on  my  con- 
fcience  I  am  of  opinion,  that  their  primary  object  is  the 
falvation  of  the  country.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  do  I 
take  upon  me  to  impute  to  the  Adminifiration,  what  has 
been  fo  abundantly  laid  to  their  charge,  inability — I  at  leaft 
have  no  public  document,  no  private  knowledge  of  them, 
which  enables  me  to  form  a  proper  judgment.  But  if  they 
have  been  guilty  of  miilakes,  furely  the  novelty  and  unparaU 
leled  difficulty  of  their  fituation  will  with  many,  at  lead  it 
will  with  me,  plead  their  excufe. — With  refpeft  to  the  vo- 
lunteer bill  now  before  the  Houfe,  this  is  not  the  time  to 
enter  into  any  difciiffion  of  its  feverai  provifions ;  nor  is  it 
now  a  queftion  to  be  debated,  whether  the  volunteer  fyfteni 
is  the  beft  poflible  fyftem  which  could  have  been  deviled  for 
the  defence  of  the  country — it  is  the  fyftem  which  has  been 
adopted,  fo  it  cannot  now  heabandoned'with  fafety.  1  own 
I  have  always  coalidercd  it  as  a  fyftem  moft  noble  in  its 
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principle;  moft  difficult  in  its  execution ;  aAd  moft  Tuccefip 
fuU  I  trufi  it  will  be  found,  in  its  operation.  No  country  in 
Ihe  world  has  ever  given  a  fironger  proof  of  the  patriotifm 
of  its  inhabitants,  than  the  volunteers  of  Great  Britain  have 
given.  They  confift  not  of  an  indebted,  difcontented,  mifexy 
able  rabble  of  the  country,  but  of  n)en  of  rank,  of  men  of 
letters,  of  men  of  property,  of  refpeAable  yeomen,  tradef- 
inen,  manufadurers,  of  all  defcriptions  of  reputable  perfons, 
from  the  peer  to  the  peafant,  from  the  lenlightened  fiatef- 
roan  to  the  political  penifer  of  a  weekly  newijiaper  or 
monthly  magazine-^ali  are  animated  with  an  ardent  zeal 
to  defend  their  country.  And  why,  my  Lords,  are  they  all 
animated  with  tl^s  zeal?  becaufe  all  know  that  there  is  not 
iiow^  nor  ever  was  a  country  on  the  globe,  in  which  ail  en» 
jQjf  in  their  feveral  ftations,  the  various  bleflings  of  civi. 
Itzed  ibciety,  fo  fecurely  ^nd  fo  abundantly  as  every  indivi^ 
dual  enjoys  in  tfais«  This  is  the  knowledge  which  has  ex- 
cited and  carried  to  an  unexampled  height  the  fpirit  of  vo* 
limteering.  This  fpirit  is  not  a  vain,  frivolous,  hotiday.ktnd 
of Z^irit  delighted  with  military  parade— it  is  liot  a  four, 
faucjt  capricious  fpirit,  difdaining  veftoof,  regulation,  and 
reftraifltr-No,  it  is  a  manly  fpirit  of  enlightened  patriodfm, 
which  is  fenfible  that  to  produce  its  proper  efkA  it  ilands 
in  need  of,  and  ought  to  fubmit  to  inftrudion,  difcipline  and 
direftion.  But  fuppoiing  the  volunteer  fyftem  to  be  brought 
by  the  wifdom  of  your  Lordlhips  and  tne  other  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  united  with  that  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  to 
the  utmoft  degree  of  perfeftion  of  which  it  is  capable,  ano- 
ther qgeftion  prefents  ttfelf,— is  it  fufficient  for  our  protection? 
I  am  not  able  to  anfwer  this  queftion,  nor,  fo  precarious  are 
the  events  of  war,  is  any  man  able  to  anfwer  it  with  cer- 
tainty ;  but  fuppofing  that  it  is  not  fufficient,  what  need  is 
there  for  our  defpair?  Hiereare  abundant  refouroes  to  fup- 
ply  the  deficiency  of  >the  volunteer  fyftem.  Do  you  want 
arms  ?  Why  not  put  all  the  gunfmiths,  fword  cutlers,  and 
blackfmiths  in  the  empire  into  requifition,  till  you  have 
procured  all  the  muikets,  fiords,  and  pikes,  which  are 
wanted  ?  Do  you  want  men  t  Why  not  call  out  (for  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  King  has  aright  to  call  out) 
:  every,  man  m-  the  country,  not  already  enrolled  in  itrdc- 
'fence,  and  capable  of  bearing  arms,  putting  into  the  hands 
^oJF  the&L  men  the  arms  which  you  fhall  have  prepared? 
Do  you  want  horfes?  Why  not  put  in  requifition  every 
eoaeh.aiul  faddle  horfe  in  the  empire,  to  be  trained  and 
-  fitted 
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fitlBiifbrUi^  vgfioiispurpofes  of  war?  No  nuin  ottfttchaa 
p^oaiioo  wili  grudge  to.  trailtfaA  bUbuSaefs  on  footrxouf 
Lofidfhips  will  b9.  proud  to  fet  tbe  example  by  walking; 
down  tQ  thisHottie  s  and  the  fex»  I  ipeak  it  to  tbeir  ho« 
noury  will  oo  fiich  an  occafion  be  content  to  ftaf  at  honie* 
Do  yoi»>  want  ihips  ?    Why  not  hire  all  the  nferchtotmea 
and  fmall  craft,  which  can  be  fpeedily  fitted  for  your  pui^ 
poie?'  A%  to  large  ihips,  let  our  enemies  build  th^m,  and 
let  us  truil  to  our  gallant  admirals  and  the  tara  of  old  Eng- 
land, to  coodu£l  them  into  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.    Do 
you  want  money  ?   Scruf^le  not  the  impofition  of  taxes  at 
this  moment*    Property  is  the  creature  of  civil  fociety ;  the 
Suto  has  a  right  to  all  iadividoal  property  if  it  is  wanted 
for  the  general  iafety  i  and  as  the  money,  thus  raifed,  will 
circuiafe  amongft  ourfelves,  wealth  may  chance  to  change 
baadil,  but  the  nation  will  not  be  impoverifhed.    Thefe  or 
meafures  fuch  as  Uicfe,  if  brought  forward  with  promptitude 
and  executed  with  vigour,  may,  when  modified  by  par- 
liaqientary  wifdom,  fave  the  country.    I  dread  the  genius^ 
I  dread  the  power,  I  dread  the  intr^ue  of  the  enemy,  and 
above  all,  I  dread  the  efftSt  of  that  political  paralyfis,.  with 
which,  b^  bi^  arms  and  b^  his  intrigues,  he  has  deoidened 
the  aAivity  of  every  cabinet  on  the  Continent— Yet  I 
finnly  rely  on  Uie  courage,  and  on  the  unanimity  of  this 
country  to  repel  an  invafion.    Of  this  country  did  I  fay  I  I 
certainly  meant  to  include  Ireland  in  my  idea ;  the  tefli* 
mony  which  flie  yefterday  gave  us^ia  his  Majefty's  meflage, 
of  her  attachment  to  us,  warmed  my  heart ;  it  put  to  flight 
from  my  imagination  the  terrors  excited  by. the  a}^refacn« 
fion  of  an  hundred  thoufand  Frenchmen.   No  peifonal  fer« 
vices,  DO  privation  of  luxuries,  no  diminution  of  property 
aught  to  be  complained  of  while  we  are  ftruggling  fur  our 
exiftence  as  a  free  people.     For  my  own  parti  had  rather 
Jive  upon  oat  bread  and  water,  and  be  (hod  with  the  wooden 
clogs  of  Weflmoreland  for  the  reft  of  my  life,  as  a  free 
fahje&  of  this  limited^  monarchy,  than  be  pampered  with, 
all  the  delicacies,  cockered  with  all  the  luxuries  of  thisimt* 
urxous  town, -as  a  ilave  of  the  French  Republic^ 

The  £ari  o/Darnkj  made  a  variety  otobfervatiom  upon 
the  meafure  under  confideration.  He  condemned  a  great 
part  of  the  conduA  of  Minifters  with  refpeA  to  the  volunteer 
fyflein;  yet  conceived,  that  under  the  prefentcircumfianc^s 
of  Uie  country,  the  bill  contained  fome  beneficial  provifions 
which  ought  fpeedily  to  be  carried  into  effe£L  There  ^wlb 
little  of  fyftem,  he  obferved,  in  thecondudt  of  Minifters 
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relathe  to  the  fobjeft  in  queAion  ;  and  «» ta  ftlkie  poiii|i|«  on 
which  the  idea  of  a  breach  of  faith  m^as  held'  for^.  jbe 
tbtfUght'it  (tould  not  welt  apply,  ^f  hen  the  many  allowances* 
and  the  unlimited  power  of  reiign^tion  were  confidered. 
His  Lordlhip  animadverted  upon  fome  of  the  detailed  provi- 
iioAs  of  the  biU  refpedthig  maintenance  and  difcipline^  but 
obferved,  there  were  many  important  coniiderations  con- 
neded  with  the  hill,  which  could  more  regularly  be  difcuC* 
fed  in  the  Committee. 

LordRomney  entered  into  a  general  defence  of  thp  volun- 
teer fyftem,  and  of  the  zeal,  ardour,  and  courage  of  thofe 
who  compofed  it«  He  contended  that  a  force  had  been 
raifed .  greater  than  ever  had  ^  before  been  known  in  this 
country ;  and  though  they  certainly  had  not  the  difcipline  of 
complete  regular  troops,  yet  they- were  a  defcription  of  force 
which  would,  enable  this  country  to  look  with  contempt 
upon  the  attacks  of  the  enejfny.  With  refpeft  to  this « bill, 
he  thought  it  contained  many  regulations  which  would  tend 
.  to  improve  and  meliorate  that  fyftem;  and,  therefore,  he 
Ihould  give  it  his  entire  fupport.' 

The  Duke  of  Somerfet — My  Lords,  I  mean  to  trouble 
four  Lordiliips  with  but  very  few  words  upon  this  queftion. 
In  giving  my  vote  for  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill,  I  would 
not  be  underftood  to  give  a  full  and  unqualified  approbation 
to  the  volunteer  fyftem.  My  reafon  for  wifhing  that  fVftcm 
to  be  continued  is,  that  it  has  been  carried  fo  rar.  I  Ihould 
think  it  dangerous  to  attempt  to  change  it  for  any  other,  at 
a  time  when  th^  enemy  is  fo  near,  and  fo  foon  to  be  ex- 
peded.  As  to  the  expediency  of  fubmitting  to  any  bur- 
tlicn,  or  any  meafure,  however  grievous,  in  preference  to 
falling  under  French  tyranny,  I  perfeftly  agree  with  the 
learned  prelate.  For  me  to  enter  into  a  difcuffidrt  of -the 
various  topics  conneded  with  this  queftion,  after  fo  much 
has  been  already  faid  upon  it,  would  be  to  intrude  upon  your 
Lordlhips*  time.  .My  objed  in  riiing,  was  merely  to  ftate 
my  reafon  for  ailenting  to  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill ; 
^anid  to  reftrift,  in  fome  degree,  the  approbation  which  I 
*lhall  certainly  give,  to  a  continuation  of  the  volunteer 
fyfiem. 

The  Earl  of  Fife  faid,  the  queftion  then  before  their  Lord*- 
fliips  was,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time.     He  faid  that 
ht  Could  not  help  obferving,  ihertf  had  been  great  irregularity 
"'  in  ihe  clchate,  by  almoft  entirely  departing  frdm  the  queftion.  I 

He  airured'their  Lordfliips  that  he  fliould  not  takeup  tnoch 
of  their  fiitie.     He  wa%  too  far  advanced  ii»  life  to  have^ny 
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ohjeft  in  %eaktngt  but  from  public  duty.     He  would  not 
wafte  tiaie  in  coinpliiiienting  Minifters  on  the  wifdom  of 
their  metfures,  having  very  little  acquainunce  with  any  of 
ihem,  except  from  omclal  correfpondence,  and  he  did  not 
cren  know  who  were  th^ir  oppofers;   he  rofe  as  an  old 
,volunreer»  feeling  it  his  indirpenfable  duty  to  do  juftice  to 
that  fpecies  of  force,  which  tipon  every  occafion  had  a&ed 
with  honour  and  fpirit.     He  (aid  he  could  not  but>  regret, 
that  many  refledlions  had  been  thrown  out  in  fpeeches  and  in 
publications  againft  the  volunteer  fyftem  (which  term  he 
fhould  ufe  notwithdanding  it  had  been- difapproved  of  by  a 
noble  Lord)»  fome  from  ignorance  and  folly,  and  others,  he 
was  afraid,  from  worfe  principles.     His  Lordfhip  was  con* 
fident  that  the  mod  malicious  indnuarions  would  not  raifea 
jealoufy  between  the  volunteers  and  regular  army  ;  it  was 
their  joint  honour  and  intereft  to  fupport  each  other.     The 
numerous  body  of  volunteers  all  over  this  kingdom,  certain- 
ly mud  appear  to  our  enemies  a  formidable  bulwark  of  de* 
fence  of  our  King,  our  Conftilution,  our  Religion,  atid  every 
thing  dear  to  us.-:^He  had  great  experience  laft  war  in 
raiCng  volunteers  in  the  county  where  he  has  the  honour 
to  be  Lord  Lieutenant.     He  has  at  this  time  a  very  confider* 
able  number,  and  might  have  had  a  great  many  more,  had 
Government  accepted  of  the  offers  ;  and  he  was  proud  to  fay 
during  all  that  period  he  never  had  occafion  to  make  a  com- 
plaint to  the  War  Office  but  one,  and  that  was  of  a  captain 
returning  a  lieutenant  prefent  when  abfent,  and  he  was  fuper- 
fcded.     His  Lordfliip  was  of  opinion  that  the  volunteers 
certainly  had  the  power  of  refigning,  but  at  the  fame  time 
he  was  fully  convinced  that  they  would  never  defire  to  exercife 
that  right  fo  long  as  their  country  requited  their  fervices  ; 
and  he  faid  he  (bould  have  regretted   it  extremely  had   any 
meafure  been  adopted  which  Ihould  make  any  alteration  in 
their  voluntary  and  patriotic  offers.     He  was  happy  to  h^ve 
this  opportunity  of  complimeniing  a  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  a  decifion  which  had  done  him  great  honour  and  given 
univerfal  fatisfadion.    At  the  fame  time,  with  all  the  attach- 
ment which  his  Lordlhip  faid  he  had  to  the  volunteer  fyffem, 
he  could  never  agree  to  allow  the  men  the  power  of  choofing 
their  own  officers :  he  had  beard  of  the  exiQence  of  fuch  a 
practice,  hui  in  the  part  of  the  country  he  wasconneded  with, 
it  had  never  been  beard  or  thought  of ;  no  pra(Slice  appeared 
10  him  to  be  ^ore  dangerous.     His  Lordfhip  coincided  per- 
fcrtly  in  the  feotiments  foably  flawed  by  a  Reverend  Prelate, 
Vol.  IL   18034.  O    o  which 
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which  it  wasniineceflary  for  hitn  i6  repeat. — Vic  66nelWEfcU 
by  faj'ing,  that"  there  were  many'daufes  in  tlicliHl  %eifbre 
.ihe  Houfc  which  he  highly  approved  of,  and  thentifore'giVe  U 
•his  entire  fiipporY.  ,     '     '  *'•  " 

Zor£{  Gnnville  began  by  expreflin^  his  fat isfaftiort' that  tholfc 
who  found  ii^  their  duty  to  oppofe  the  billy  were  ndt* now  fup- 
pofed  to  bo  encinies  lo  the  volunteer  fyftcm.     It  wouldln-- 
'deed  be  ftrangc,  that  thofe  whd  had  ufed  the  utmoft  exer- 
tions 10  confoTitiate  that  fyftem,  (hould  for  a  moment  be  con- 
fidercd  as  individuals  who  virifhed  ii  to  bediffolved,  even  under 
the  prcfent  critical  circumftances  of  the  empire.     No  man^ 
"he  wonid  affirnfi,  could  entertain  a  higher  idea  than  he  did 
of  the  ztal,  the  cneigy  and  the  fpirii  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, and  no  idea  could  be  inorc  monftrous  than  to  fuppoie. 
that  fotir  hundred  ihoufand  volunteers,  who  had  flapped  for- 
ward in  defence  of  the  liberties  and   independence  of  their 
country,  would  not  be  f^und  capable  of  the  mofi  ifnportant 
fcrvices.     It  was  not  that  he  doubted  of  the  courage  of  the 
volun^eei^s  of  England,  but  It  was  kfeeping  in  view,'  iHat  thofe 
whom  they   were   to  encounter  v^erc  troops  of  undoubted 
courage,  and  who  had  enjoyed  the  advantage  ofa'degrecof 
dircipline  obtained  in  not  lefs  than   twelve  campaigns,  ih 
whicjvihey  were  oppofed  to  all  the  beft  difciplined  troops  in 
Europe.     With  the  knowledge  of  the  enemy  to  be  oppofeiJ, 
It  was  undoubtedly  the  duty  of  Minifters  to  have  direded 
their  principal  attention  to  that  defcription  of  force  which 
was  to  be  encountered.     In  the  prefent  bill  his  Lordthip  de* 
clared  that  he  faw  not  the  flighted  evidence  of  a  regular  mi- 
litary fyftem.     Since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  he  bad 
hitherto  feen  no  evidence  of  a  fyAem  adequate  to  the  crifis  in 
which  we  were  placed,  the  various  parts  of  which  had  any 
reafonablc  degree  of  relation  or  connexion.     What  he  had 
principally  to  object  to  the  volunteer  fyftem,  as  it  at  prefent 
flood, .was,  that  it  had  flood  in  the  way  of  every  other  de- 
partment of  the  national  defence.    The  recruiting  not  merely 
of  the  regulars,  but  the  filling  up  of  the  militia,  had  beeti 
materially  afFedcd  by  the  proviflon  which  the  bill  now  con- 
tained.    A  noble  Lord  oppofit^  had  flated  one  fafi,  which 
efFedually  proved  the  aflertion  which  he  had   fubmitted  to 
tlieir  Lordfhips*  confideratlon.     The  fad  to  which  he  re- 
ferred was,  that  in  the  county  of  Kent,  at  the  breaking  out 
of  ihc  war,  there  wet;e  not  more  than  ihirty-feven  individuals 
embodied  out  of  the  whole  quota  requited  for  that  diftcift.' 
Could  there,  he  dcHred  to  a(k  their  Lordihips,  be  a  more  dc- 
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cifivc  proof  of  the  improviflence  and  culpable.  rtegleS  of 
M^mideis  ?    Was  it  not  admitted  ihat  the  peace  was  riot  don-  • 
fidered  10  be  lading  V  "Was  it  not  allowed   by   Miniftcrs 
themfclves  that,  during  the  Ihort  interval  of*  peace,  the  whole 
condudl  of  the  enemy  hadbeen  one  uniform  fyftemof  violence 
and  argreffion  ?     On  what   principle  it  was,  then,  tiiat  the 
Miniiters  difbanded  the  militia,  or  were  To  backward  in  re- 
embodying  them,  he  could  not  pretend  to <  decide.     THeir 
condud  in  this  inftance,  was  hardly  reconcilable  to  any  of 
Che  ordinary  principles  of  human  affairs.     It  wa^  a  Cubje^l  of 
connderable  in(ereft  to  look  foihe  fuccedive  meafures  of  Mi- 
nifters  for  the  defence  of  the  country.      The  fi,  (I  in  any  point 
of  view  calculated  to  fecure  the  augmentation  of  the  regular 
^rmy,  ^^as  the  bill  for  raifing  the  army  of  refirve.     But  how 
was  the  operation  of  this  slSL  encouraged  by  fubfequeni  pro«r 
ceediiigs  i     The  conduft  of  Miniflers  was  charaderifed  by 
their  uTuai  confufion  and  irregularity.     They  immediately 
ifltroduceri  the  general  defence  a£^,  and  much  time  was  em-, 
ployed  in  reducing  this  meafure  to  any  degree  of  confidei^cy. 
Hardly  two  days  clapfed^  before  in   two  or  three  lines  ii)e 
whole  meafure  is  rendered  nugatory.     Minifters  take,  on 
tfaetofdves  to  bold  forth  that  voluntary  offers  of  fei;vLe, 
Ihall  be  commuted  for  the  provifions  of  the  general  tiain^ 
Mg  ad.     Not  contented  with  this,  they  introduicc  g  mulb 
cxtenfiv€  and  unparalleled  fyftem  of  exemptions.     They, 
go  fo  far  as  to   introduce   into   a  volunteer  bill,   provi- 
fions exempting  not  only  from   the  ballots  for  th^  mili- 
tia and  array  of  referve,  then  in  cxiftence,  but  from 'all  bal- 
lots which  nrright  afterwards  be  appointed  by.  a  folemn  a£l 
of  the  Legiflature.     What  theefFeft  of  fuch  a  fyftcm  was, 
he  needed  not  to  enlarge  on.    It  muft  be  obvious  to  every 
noble  Lord  who  took  the  trouble  to  exercife  his  judgment 
on  the  fubjeft,  that  fuch  provisions  weie  utrerly  incompati-^ 
blc  with  the  cxiftence  of  a  regular  army.     He  delircd  their 
Lordfhips  to  refleft  on  what  had  be^en  done  for  the  militai*y 
defence  of  the  country  fince  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
fent  feffion  of  Parliament. — About  five  months  had  already 
elapfed,  and  all  that  had  hitherto  been  brought  forward   td 
pcffeft  our  military  fyftem  was,  ta  lay  on  the  table  of  theic 
I^rd(hipSQ  bill  which  he  muli  be  forgiven  in  pronouncing 
altogether  nugatory.    It  llruckhim  that  the  bill  was  quite  in- 
*»fficient  to  any  great  objeft,  not  only  from  the  ablcnce  of 
many  important  provifions,  but  from  the  prefence  of  others 
which  were  not  only  ufeJqfs,  but,  in  bis  view,  highly  reprc-» 
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henfible.  How  far  tbe  prefent  obfedionable  claufes  might 
be.  removed  or  amended  he  would  hot  now  pretend  to  de- 
cide, though  he  certainly  had  no  very  ran|uine  hope  that 
even,  after  every  effort  to  improve  it,  the  bil!  could  be  ren- 
dered adequate  to  any  great  permanent  obje<3.  Confidi^red 
as  a  fcparate  meafure,  it  was  alfogeiher  inefficient.  View- 
ed as  a  part  of  a  whole,  it  was  utterly  incompatible  with 
every  other  part  of  the  fyftcm  applicable  to  the  criiis 
ill  which  the  country  was  placed.  He  was  hardly .  required 
to  repeat  what  he  had  (aid  at  the  ouifet  of  his  obfervations, 
that  he  had  the  moft  perfed  reliance  on  the  zeal  and  fi>irit 
of  the  volunteei-s  in  every  part  of  the  empire  :  at  the  feme 
time  he  could  not  help  faying,  that  the  ipecies  of  force  moft 
applicable  to  the  national  dangers  was  that  which  Miniftertf 
were  in  duty  bc5und  to  bring  forward  with  the  leaft  poflible 
delay.  Of  the  courage  of  the  volunteers  it  was  impoflible 
to  entertain  a  doubt;  and  after  the  previous  experience 
which  had  been  obtained  of  the  fer^ce  of  the  militia,  no 
man  would  pretend  that  they  were  not  to  be  confidered  as 
a  moft  important  part  of  our  national  defence.  Minificn, 
however,  ought  to  have  properly  balanced  the  means  of 
uniting  and  harmonizing  the  application  of  thefe  difiercnt 
cftablifhments,  fo  as  in  the  leaft  probable  degree  to  inter- 
fere with  the  military  force  of  the  country.  So  far,  how;* 
ever,  from  having  purfued  this  fyftem,  Minifters  had  facri- 
ficed  the  regular  army  to  eftablilhments  undoubtedly  highly 
ufeful  in  themfelves,  but  not  applicable  to  circumftances  of 
extraordinary  danger.  Inftead  of  any  encouragement  being 
held  out  to  the  regular  army,  it  had  been  thwarted,  oppofed 
and  embarrafled.  He  allowed  all  dde  piaife  to  the  fpirit  of 
tiie  Volunteers  and  the  militia,  but  be  was  defirous  that  they 
Ihould  be  viewed  on  their  proper  footing.  As  to  the  army 
of  referve,  he  faw  them  in  no  other  light  generally  thmn  as 
a  depot  of  recruits  for  the  regular  army.  Some  degree  of 
triumph  appeared  to  be  entertained  as  to  the  prefent  ftate  of 
oqr  military  eftablifhment.  He  could  not  imagine  that  the 
noble  Lord  oppofite  would  perfift  in  holding  fuch  language. 
As  the  heft  anfwer  to  any  ftatemcntof  that  nature,  he  fhould 
wi(h  to  be  informed  what  augmentation  had  been  gained 
for  the  regular  army  fince  the  commencement  of  the  laft 
feflion.  He  did  not  at  all  mean  to  deny  that  the  militia, 
,as  applicable  to  local  fervice,  might  be  viewed  as  to  a  can<» 
fiderable  degree  efficient.  He  was  fo  far  from  wifhing  to 
hold  them  up  in  any  inferior  light,  that  one  of  his  great  ub« 
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jedions  to  the  bill  was,  that  the  filling  up  of  the. quotas  for 
the  oiilitia  bad,  by  the  prpvrfions  of  the  bilJ,  been  materiaUy  ' 
retarded.     What  he  obje£^ed  to  was,  that  fervice  in  a  volun- 
teer corps  protefied  not  againft  one  ballot  for  the  militia, 
but  againll  all  ballots,  even  before  the  militia  vfrere  com- ' 

Kicted.  He  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  the  fyftem  purf'ued 
y  Minifters  on  this  fubjeft  was  eflentially  different  from 
that  purfued  during  the  hte  war.  He  did  not  deny  that 
the  volunteer  efiablifhment,  during  the  late  war,  was  one 
which  admitted  of  exemptions  from  the  militia  ballots* 
bot  the  exemption  was  given  under  quite  different  circum- 
ftances.  During  the  late  war  the  exemptions  given  to 
the  voiunteers  fucceeded  the  embodying  of  the  niilitiat 
whereas,  as  the  exemptions  now  flood,  they  accompanied 
and  materially  interfered  with  the  filling  up  of  the  milU 
tia.  But  he  begged  leave  to  flate  that  this  was  not  only 
the  cafe  during  the  late  war,  when  the  volunteers  were 
firft  eftablifhed,  but  after  it  was  judged  neceifary  to  extend 
tlieir  numbers.  Previous  to  this  augmentation,  the  iup- 
piemeritary  militia  had  been  called  for,  and  it  was  not  till 
Ibis  additional  force  was  tilled  up  that  further  offers  of 
voluntary  fervice  were  accepted.  The  exemptions  givcti 
to  the  volunteers  were  really  far  beyond  any  idea  wbicli 
was  entertained  on  the  fubje£l.  Hardly  two  days  elaplcdT. 
after  the  general  training  a£t  had  been  pailcd,  before,  by 
the  fingle  claufe  of  a  commutation  for  voluntary  fervice, 
the  whole  a£t  was  virtually  refcinded.  -  He  believed  that 
the  public  at  large  knew  nothing  of  this  mod  extraordi- 
nary alteration.  He  could  on  his  own  behalf  flaie,  that 
though  only  at  a  diftance  of  twenty-fix  miles  from  the 
xnctropolis,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  that  he 
firft  was  apprifed  of  this  new  bill  while  he  was  bufy  in  ex- 
plaining the  provifions  of  the  general  training  ad,  and 
pointing  out  the  fuperiority.of  voluntary  offers  of  fervice. 
No  fooncr  was  it  feen  that  a  deficiency  of  volunteers  w^as 
likely  to  be  experienced  than  Minifters  made  known  their 
views  of  thefc  extended  exemptions.  The  volunteer  fyflem 
unexpectedly  increafed  much  beyond  what  they  thought 
necelfdry  ;  and  here  again  they  flepped  in  to  check  aiid 
embarrals  the  exertions  and  enthufufm  of  the  peopl^. 
The  people  were  to  be  perpetually  trifled  with,  and  when 
volunteers  did  not  appear  in  fuflicient  numbers,  they  were 
to  be  brought  forward  by  threats  of  the  general  training 
bill.  It  was  not  at  all  his  objeft  to  difpute,  under  parti- 
cular circumftances,  the  right  of  the  Sovereign  to  call  out  the 
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population  of  the  country.  He  mull,  however,  ftrongly  087 
}C&  to  the  claufe  in  the  bill,  by  which  that  power  was  defined. 
As  the  claufe  now  flood,  the  power  profeflcd  to  be  vefted  ia 
the  Crown  was  mondrous  and  dnconfti(i!itionaI  beyond  all 
previous  example.  He  could  not  pretend  to  be  fo  well  verfedas 
a  noble  and  learned  Lod  who  had  preceded  him,  in  what  had 
been  very  properly  fly  led  the  antiquity  of  law.  Some  of  the 
cafes' cited  by  the  learned  Lord,  did  however  appear  to  him 
quite  inapplicable  to  the  prefent  age,  and  the  prefent  circum* 
i^ances  of  this  country.  Much  flrefs  had  been  laid  x)n  the  au- 
thority of  Vattel,  whofe  Treatife  on  the  Law  of  Nations  he 
bad  heard  repeatedly  flyled  a  repofitory  of  the  lumber  of  an- 
tiquity. He  would  not  enter  the  lifls  with  the,  noble  Lord 
as  to  the  conflitutional  opinions  entertained  in  the  time  of 
Heniy  IIL  and  Edward  1.  with  refpeAto  the  power  of  the 
Sovereign  to  call  out  the  population  of  the  country.  He . 
did  not  controvert  the  do^rine  of  the  Sovereign's  right 
generally  flated.  In  the  prefent  age,  however,  it  was  not 
to  be  received  without  a  certain  degree  of  limitation.  It 
was  the  a£^  not  of  the  Sovereign  perfonally,  but  of  the  So- 
vereign a3ing  under  the  fandion  and  authority  of  Parliament. 
This  was  the  only  intelligible  ufe  of  the  right  in  a  country 
profeffmg  to  be  governed  by  a  fyflem  of  laws  fairly  and  juflljr 
:ldminiflered.  When  the  power  was  exercifed  at  all^  it  was 
to  be  generally  and  Juflly  applied.  It  was  not  to  be  made  the 
inflrument  of  injuflice,  of  partiality,  or  revenge.  To  fup« 
pofe  that  it  could  be  exercifed  in  this  way,  would  be  to  fub« 
▼ert  the  whole  fyflem  of  a  free  government.  To  pretend 
that  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  extended  fo  far  as  that  any 
individuals  could  at  pleafure  be  transferred,  either  to  a  regi- 
ment of  the  line,  or  to  a  milit;a  regiment,  was  a  pofition  al*  I 
together  monflrous  and  abominable.  It  was  objeded,  and 
juiily,  to  the  odious  and  tyrannical  Government  of  France, 
that  the  people  were  liable  to  be  driven  to  every  fpecies  of 
military  fervice.  With  what  propriety  then  could  Mi- 
nifters  call  on  the  people  of  this  country  to  fland  forth  in  de* 
fence  of  our  conflitution,  if  the  monflrous  power  to  which 
he  had  now  sflluded  was  fanflioned?  His  Lordfliip  contended^  | 
that  a  claufe  in  the  bill  did  fandion  fuch  a  power,  and  that  I 
this  was  thefirft  inflance  of  fuch  an  arbitrary  arrangement 
in  the  whole  annuls  of  the  country.  He  wilhed  to  know  | 
from  what  fourcc  iuch  an  odious  dodrioe  was  derived.  It  I 
could  not  derive  its  origin  from  the  feudal  times,  for  thtrrc  i 
the  terms  of  lervice  were  cxprefsly  timited/    Was  It  from 
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the  example,  of  the  ifluing  of  Cotimiiflions  of  array?  H^ 
conceived  that  it  would  be  waffing  time  to  ihew.  thaH 
thefe  comtnimons  afForded  n6  %r|;ument  for  the  unconfti^ 
tutionai  power  granted  by  the  bill;  At  the  commence^ 
inent  of  the  civil  wars  fuch  a  power  was  contended  for 
by  the  Crown  lawyers;  but  all  the  ableft  legal  authoritioc 
oT  that  day  refifted  it.  So  convinced  was  the  King  of  the  iU 
legality  of  ihe  power,  that  it  was  not  afied  upon  in  any  in* 
ftance.  After  the  Reftoration  it  was  not  attempted  to  be  car- 
ried into  pradice,  and  militia  laws  were  foon  after  fubftituted 
in  its  room.  His  Lotdfliip,  after  forcibly  infifting  on  this 
conftitutienal  point,  concluded  by  declaring,  that  the  bill  was 
very  far  from  meeting  his  approbation.  He  however  de- 
clined entering)  on  minor  points  till  a  future  ftage. 

The  Lord  Chancellor 9  in  arofwer  to  the  noble  Lorl  who  bad 
joft  fat  down,  inlided  that  many  objedions  of  the  noble 
Lord  were  irrelevant  to  the  prefcntftage  of  thebill.  The  qaef- 
tion  was  not  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  volunteer  fyf* 
tern  as  it  generally  flood,  but  whether  the  bill  now* before  the 
Houfe  ought  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  as  a  billdefigned  to  re- 
gulate and  amend   that   {yftem.     The   propriety  of  the  ge- 
neral principle  had  been  recognifed  by  former  biU$>  and  did 
not  therefore  admit  of  much  aniinadverfion.  *  It  wasMmpof- 
(ible  for  him  to  confine  himfelf,  liis  Lordflitp  faid,  -to  the 
narrow  ltmits*he  could  have  wiflied,  from  the  turn  the  debate 
had  taken.     At!  the  talents  Jof  the  -nobleiLord,  and  all  the 
talents  conneded  with  that  noble  Lord,  or  tha^  wtfte  engaged , 
wih    the  former  Adminift ration,  'could  not,  his  Lordlhip 
was  perfuadcd,  have  efFcfted  a  more  perfeft  or  more  com- 
plete fyftem  than  that   now  introduced    by  the*  bill.     To 
Ihew  that  fuch  a  force  was  neceflary,   as  could  not  have 
been   immediately  ^ratfed,  or  fo  expeditioufly  raifed  by  the 
regular  way»   his  Lordfliip  only  requefted   the  Hotife    to 
turn  their  attention  to  the  circumftances  that  attended  the  rcfo- 
lutioit  of  this  country  to  enter  again  into  the  war.    All  clr- 
cuotiftances  confldercd,  it  could  not  have  been  in  the  power 
of  the  noble  LonI,  or  in  the  power  of  thofe  who  conduA^ 
the  laft  war,  to  have  raifed  a  more  efficient  or  a  more  nu«- 
merous  force  in  the  fame  time.     It  was  not  fair,  his  Lord- 
Aip  coniendedx  to  criticize  the  meafores  of  any  Adminifira^ 
fion  lyith  that  fevcrity  with  which  the  noble  Lord  had  'kt- . 
tacked  the  prc;rent  Adminiftration.     On  the  fame  principle* 
>ivhat  might  he  not  fay  of  the  former  Adminiftration  to  which 
that  nobk  Lord  had  belonged,  ambtawhich  he  himfelf  was  in- 
clined 
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^ined  to  attach  the  gresleft  refpcA?     It  was  i^poflfible  that 
in  fuch  circumftances  as  exifted,  any  mQafu^es  could  have 
htca  adopted 4o  produce  more  beneficial,  or  more  extend voi 
cfieds  than  the  preff  nt  volunteer  fj^fl^m  was  calculated  tp 
produce..    No  ma^,.  it  was  true,  could  denjr>   that  a  flrong 
and  numerous  regular  force  was  defirable  and  better  in  many 
sefpftCts  than  volunteers;  ,but  it  rnu(l  be  allowed  alfo  at  the 
iiime  time  tha,t  fucha  rcguls^.  I^rce  xould  not  To  eafily,  nor 
in  Co  (bort  a  tiine  be  ^aifed  jo  ap  amount  equal  to  the  effici- 
epcy  of  the  volunteers.     Had  not  the  prefent  Adminiilratian, 
ip  thijB  inftance,  aded  uppn  the, fame  principle  as  had  been  ac« 
Icnowledged  laft  war  ?     Should  ever  the  volunteers  be  called 
ima.adiof^j  he  had.no  doubt  that  their  exertions  would  do 
itoQour  to  their  country,  and  1^  a^fource  of  glory  to  tfaem- 
felves. ..  Not  a  man  among  them,  he  believcdt  would  furvive 
at  defeat.     But  the  proper  time*  his  JLordfliip  argued,  to  take 
the  di^erent  topics  under -confideration,  was  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Eloufe*  and  not  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  bill, 
as  none  qf  the  objections  went  fo  far  as  to  deny  the  general 
principle.     The  noble  Lord  then  noticed  what  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  Lpr^  GreavtUe  on  the  royal  prercgativei^.to  call 
out  ^p^pU  in  cafe  of  adual  danger.     Againft  the  reAric- 
tioos  which  the  noble  Lord  had  impofed  on  that  preroga- 
tive, he  ent^r^  his  moft  folemn  proteft^  and  argued  the  pro* 
priety  (^j[  .tb>s  prerpgative,  from  the  neceflitY  of  the  cafe  ia 
which,  it  ws^s  fuppofed  to  be  exercifed.     This  prerogative 
waa  ciaioied  ojnly  in  cafe  of  invafion»  and  the  good  of  the 
country  and  the  (afety  of  the  people  would  then  require  fuch 
a  faerifipc!*  even  independent  ot  the  law  of  the  cafe.     His 
Lordihip  her^  put  a  cafe,  that  fliould  an  invaflon  be  made 
and  a  landing  effe£ted  when  Parliament  was  not  fitting,  and 
at  a  time  perhaps,    when   Parliament  could  .not  cpn(litu« 
ttonally  fit,  what  would  be  the  refult  (hputd  this  prerogative 
of  the  Crown  be  fufpended,  or  even  fo  limited  as  to  render  if 
taeflPe^ive  i     If  not  a  principle  of  law,  let  'it  now  be  made  fo^ 
It  would  be  difficult,  however,  to  make  it  otherwife  while  it 
muft  be  recognifed  in  certain  inftances,  as  a  principle  of 
QeceHiity  or  expedience. 

.  Lord  Grtnvilii  faid,  he  had  never  contended  that  the  So« 
varcign  had  not  a  right,  in  cafes  of  invafion,  to  require  the 
fervices  of  his  liege  fubjedls,  becaufe  that  the  King  had  a 
fight,,  rieprefenting  the  community,  to  call,  in  fuch  ^  cafe  of 
extrenM;  necelTity,  upon  the  fervices  of  all  his  fubjpfls  for  the 
public  defence,  was  not  only  a  conllitutional  pmciple,  but 
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formed  a  part  of  the  eflence  of  civil  fociety/  The  thing  thkf 
he  objeAed  to  was  this,  that  th^  bill,  in  carrying  this  principled 
Into  execution,  gave  the  Crown  a  power,'  *not  to  call  upon 
ihe-whatc  or  any  clafs  of  the  people,  but  upon  any  indlvi* 
chial,  and  t^  place  hun  in  any  regiment  of  the  line  or  mi- 
litia. 

The  Lord  Cbancfttor  was  glad  the  noble  Lord  had  admitted 
io  much,  as  It  harrowed  the  queftion  very  confiderably  ;  but 
even  that  exercife  of  th^  prerogative,  defined  as  it  had  beeoy 
f  o  which  the  noble  Lord  objeded,  it  would  be  difficult,  ha 
thought,  to  prove  incompatible  with  th^  rights  t;f  xhm 
Crown, 

EarlXpeitcer  thought  that  the  volunteer  fyftem  as  it  ftood^ 
could  not  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe.  He  was  by, 
no  means  an  enemy  to  volunteer  corps.  He  had  had  the  ho^ 
nour  of  belonging  to  one  fince  the  year  94,  the  period  of 
their  firft  formation ;  but  he  thought  that  Adminiftration  had 
begun  at  the  wrong  end,  and  inftead  of  rendering  the  vo* 
lunteers  an  auxiliary  force  as  they  were  intended,  had,  by  the 
eiemptioffs  introduced,  crippled  the  regtilar  fervice.  So 
much  was  this  the  cafe,  that  the  noble  Lord  (the  Lord 
Chancellor],  whofe  ingenuity  was  generally  adthowledged, 
had  been  obliged  to  have  recoyrfe  10  old  arguments  to  &p« 
port  the  mtafure.  He  was  ilo  enemy  in  general  to  Uie  ar* 
gument  ad h^jmintm^' ^ux  h^  thought  it  was  introJucisd  with 
a  very  bad  grace  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Whatever  might 
be  the  principle  of  the  provifionary  cavalry  under  the  former 
Admintilration,  he  could  nut  fee  the  application  of  it  in  the 
prefent  inftance.  Of  the  provifionary  cavalry  aft,  his  Ldrd- 
fhip  faid,  he  himfelf  had  had  the  honour  to  approve,  but  uof 
def  circumflances  and, under  regulations  very  dtfFerent  frocia 
the  pretcnt  afi. 

Lord  llokart  was  glad  that,  on  the  whole,  the  bill  had 
met  with  fo  little  oppoPition.  The  volunteer  corps,  aa 
they  flood  at  the  end  of  the  late  war,  had  l>een  brought  ' 
under  nopofiiive  fyflem,  and  f6meproviftons  were  abfolutclyi 
necefTary  to  render  them  more  efficient.  From  the  regti* 
latipns  propofed'by  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe,  the* 
greatcft  advantages,  his  Lordihip  was  confident,  would  be  de« 
rfvcd..  The  principle  on  which  the  bill  procectled  was  by  «•« 
means  new;  The  ad  of  1802  went  not  lefs  than  the  prefetH^ 
to  encourage  the  volunteers.  1  he  noble  Lord  then  drew  u 
cornparifon  between  the  prefent  force  of  the  Count ry^  4Dd« 
that  itiidcr  Vht  former  Adminiftration,  for  whom  he  profeflTcd' 
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the  greateft  refped.  A  greater  force*  it  waa  Uue«  wk  nam 
neceiraryt  and  therefore  the  tneans  of  railing  that  force  w^rc 
.neccOarily  moiec^x tended.  From  the  returns  of  the  office 
ivith  which  he  was  cpnneded,  there  were  at  the  end  of  the 
Ijift  war,  i75,Qoo  regulars  and  militia,  and  Upwards  of 
168,000  volunteers;  whereas,  now,  there  were  above  628»ooo 
eiFedlive  men:  The  meafures  that  liad  been  taken  were  cal- 
culated to  give  confidence  to  the  country,  and^o  alTure  every 
inan  that  Uiere  was  nothing  to  be  feared  even  from  the  icAid^ 
eft  threats  of  the  enemy.  The  force  of  the  country  in  faA 
•!was  fuch  as  tp  enable  every  man  to  look  forward  with  tran- 
quillity and  confidence  lo  the  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  of 
4ur  happy  conftitiaion. 

The  Duke  9f  Mwtrofe  thought  that  it  had  not  been  at* 
tempted  to  be  denied  that  fuch  a  force  as  the  volantoera  was 
neceflary  in  the  prefent  exigency  of  the  country,  and  foch  a 
force  could  not,  he  believed,  be  formed  fo  completely  as  to 

*  remove  everv  objection.  The  principle  of  the  volunteer  cfia- 
bllAiAiqnt  proceeded  on  the  old  fyftem  which  originated 
during  the  lad  AdminiftratioYi,  The  prefent  bill  was  oniv' 
an  attempt  10  improvcfit.  Formerly  he  had  known  corpa  of 
five  hundred  men  and  upwards  without  either  regular  adju^ 
tants  or  ferjeants.     The  prefent  bill  remedied  thefe  defe^bg 

^  and  had  a  tendency  to  introduce  fuch  difcipline  among  the 
volunteers,  as  to  render  them  very  little  inferior  to  any  regn- 
kr  corps.  Any  economy  in  this  refped  the  noble  Duke  le- 
garded  as  very  pitiful  indeed.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  pro* 
viding  great  coats,  inftead  of  the  allowance  bein?  paid  in  mo- 
ney :  moft  of  the  volunteers  had  great  coats  o?  their  own. 
At  any  rate,  if  the  two  guineas  were  meant  as  an  induce- 
Sfient,  which  the  bill  feemed  to  purport,  they  ought  to  be 
given  in  money  to  the  individual.  The  prominent  charaAer 
6f  a  good  foldier,  the  noble  Duke  infiRed,  was  not  courage 
only,  but  a  determination  to  fight  agatnd  the  enemy.  Hia 
Grace  delivered  an  eulogium  on  the  Edinburgh  volunteers, 
for  whom  he  would  venture  to  anfwer,  and  who  in  every 
refpeA  he  could  pledge  himfelf  were  eqiml  to  any  defcrtp* 
tion  of  force  under  the  Crown,  either  in  refpedto  the  flrill  of 
the  officers  or  the  difcipline  of  men.— The  noble  Duke  de* 
dared  himfelf  hoflile  to  exemptions.  Honour,  glory,  and 
fafety  ought  to  be  the  only  reward  of  the  volunteers.  He  ap- 
proved of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  thought  the  different 
claufQS  might  admit  of  many  aherations. 

The  Earl  <f  IVjimrtland  defccdcd  the  principle  of  the 
;  hill. 
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IhU.  His  Loi4(hip  dtcUttd  that  it  was  far  from  his  intenM'on 
to  hold  fMiT  dufponding  language  under  the  prefent  circum^ 
fijRces.^  but,  to  rpeak  fairly,  the  bravery  and  vaft  force  of 
<be  npfmy  mud  be  admitted  ;  i^  mud  atfo  be  admitted  that 
tbeiftAihr  fzYuarion  of  the  country  made  it  incumbent  on  the 
Goveitrmeat^to-provide  fiich  means  as  would  be  equal  to  the 
taik  of  defending  the  country  at  every  point  at  which  it  might 
po^Hbly  beatvacked.  The  great  extent  of  onr  coaft,  in  pro* 
poKioii  to  the,  population  of  the  Couniry,  was  fnch  as  made  it 
^(blutetyneceirary,  that  when  we  law  ihai  coaft  threatened, 
(bmeextfaordinary  meafures  (bould  be  reforted  to,  in  order 
loappdrii»n  our  means  in  fome  degree  to  that  which  was  ope 
pofiedto  ifs.  The  commerce,  the  finances^,  and  (he  rmhiHry 
of  the  country  were  unable  to  bear  the  prelTure  of  the  ex  pence 
of  other  Hiconveniencies  which  might  arife  from  tl>e  circum* 
(lance  of  the  Government  having  recourfe  to  the  ordinary 
meanaof  fMng  a  military  body,  if  they  raifed  it  t^that 
extent  which  the  circ^mflances  of  the  cafe  required.  I  c  was 
ihemfoit  evident  that  fomething  like  the  ptefent  meafure 
moft  be  fefortedfo;  in  adopiing  it,  his  ^aje(ly*s  Miniders 
had^wiMy  foUowed  the  fteps  of  the  late  Admlniftration^  of 
which  he  was  happy  to  fay  he  formed  a  part.  Ke  was  fully 
convinced  of  thfe  meafure  being  njt  only  moft  materially  re- 
qtiifiiefor  the  defence  of  the  country,  but  alfo  that  it  did  not 
in  ftny  de^ee  interfere  with  the  levy  of  other  forces,  and 
wa»ascomplete  within  itfelf  as  the  nature  of  our  ntuavioif 
If  prefeot  Teemed  to  admit  of;,  until  fome  noble  Lord 
therefore  fniggefted  a  better  plan,  thewhol6  of  the  fyftem 
fbould  have  hrs  moft  cordial  fupport. 

L$fd  JuchIandc\o{cA  the  debate.*^ He  faid  he  wasdefirou^ 
lo  have  it  iiTKJerftood  that  he  did  not  vote  for  the  fecond  read- 
ings of  the  bin,  nnthe  ground  of  its  being  now  too  late  to  lake 
any  retrograde  meafure  with  refpeS  to  the  volunteer  fynem. 
Many  of  their  Lordfhips  had  that  night  confidered  it  as  a 
fyftetii  to  b^  regretted  perhaps  in  its  origin,  but^now-nnai* 
voidable  to  be  mainia  ned.  He  had  confidered  it  with  art 
unprejudiced  mind  ;  he  could  not  regret  it ;  he  was  n6t 
aware.4hat  if  would  have  been  prudent  or  even  pra>Ucab1e  td 
baveadopted  any  other  fyOem  of  defence  commenfurate  to  ihd 
dangers  wiih  which  we  had  been  threatened.  He  had  nor 
been-  bind  to  the  obji-dionsto  which  the  meafure  was  liable. 
To*  accrtaif^dcgreeit  was conflitutionally dangerous;  and  it 
,alfo  had  a  tendency  to  change  the  teniperanddifpofiiion  of  tht» 
pei>pley  and  to  become  injufious  to  our  ctfdnuercisl  indutTry 
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'  and  pre*eminency.  But  he  thought  it  the  )eftft.e;vj[aiDl4ft  th* 
choice  of  evils.  The  calamitous  deRinies  of  the^^rcfent  ui|ies» 
and  the  fudden  rearing  of  a  power  which  has  defulaicrf  a 
large  part  of  Europe,  apd  overawes  the  remainder,  required 
t  force  for  our  prefervation  beyond  what  the  regular  recrui(«> 
ing  could  give.     We  were  obliged  to  have  a  gfpat  augooen- 
tation  either  by  compulfory  means,^  which  would  have  been 
difficult  and  precarious,  or  by  volunteers.     The  latter  bad 
oflfered  them(elves,  even  beyond  what  was  wanted,  and  with 
a  fpirit  and  generofity  to  which  it  was  iippoflible  for  language 
to  do  joftice.     He  lamented  the  necelTuy  of  war ;  but  furely 
cmr  prefent  (ituation  was  preferable  to  that   in  which   we 
fourni  ourfelves  during  the  (hort  period  of  nomiful   peace. 
Fortunately  for  us  the  WKkedeft  of  mankind  was  the  malt 
iniemperaie  of  mankind ;  and  his  imprudence  had  counter- 
acted his  malignity.     He  could  not  govern  hfs  domineering 
vanity;  he  had  exhibited  every  vice  but  that  ofhypocrify. 
Inftead  of  lulling  us  into  a  falfe  fecurity  by  proteRaiions  and 
flattery,  be  had  inrolently  apprized   us  of  his  intention   to 
erafe  usfrom  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  tocrulb  us:  hap* 
4pily  then  he  had  forced  us  into  war  before  his  plans  were 
ready  for  the  explofion ;  and  now  without  levity  or  pre- 
fumption  we  may  boldly  bid  defiance  to  him.     There  could 
Slot  be  a  doubt  in  any  cool  and  unprejudiced  mind,  thai  with 
th^  combined  force  of  our  navy,  army,  militia,  and  volun* 
leers,  amountkig  together  to  about  700,000  men,  we  are  more 
anobje£bof  dread  and  dangjsr  to  France  tlian  France  can 
be  to  us;  and  the  only  confideration  which  pow  gave  any 
anxiety   to  his  mind,  was  that  of  our  expence.     He  knew 
that  our  refources. were  great;  dill,  however,  the  durajtion 
of  the  druggie  was  uncertain  ;  and  it  would  be  wife  to  reflect 
that  due  economy  isanefTential  branch  of  fecurity.     It   had 
been  painful  to  him  to  hear  it  faid  in  the  debate,  that   the 
volunteers  may  quit  the  defence  of  the  empire  in  the  eve^of 
danger.     He  had  not  the  fmalled  duubt  on  his  mind  that  if 
the  hour  of  danger    (hould  arrive,  the  alacrity    and    zeal 
<(ftbe  volunteers  would  be  redoubUd;  that  ftich  of  them  as 
might  have  retired  at  prefent,  would  then  refort  to  their  re* 
fpedive  corps  ;   and  in   the  refult,  he  had  a  well  founded 
confidence  that    we  (hould  clofe  this  conicft  in   a  manner 
gtoriotis  to  ourfclves,  exemplary  to  our  pofterity,  and  molt 
eflcnti..l  to  the  permanent  intereds  and  fafety  of  the  Briii(h 
empire. 
The  bill  wa$  then  read  a  fecond  time. 
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L^fii  Sgu^e/itiry  faid,  as  it  feemed  to  be  thought  tb;it  tho 
Committee  cdtild  not  be  conveniently  gone  through  before 
Ibe  rectfs,  he  (hnuld  move  that  the  bill  fhould  be..comaHite4 
on  Thurfday  Te^nsight,  which  would  be  the^firft  d«y  pf  mce(*T 
jug  after  the  recel's  which  he  intended  to  move  for. 

L^ni  Ifwr^v/iytxprcikd  a  wiQi  that  the  recefs  Ihould  be 
fliQiter,  in  order  to  give  their  Lord(hips  an  opportunity  of 
going  through  a  biU  of  this  importance  with  the  utmofl  Tpced^ 

L^rd  H^wkejbury  oppofed  the  idea  of  curtailing  the  intend-^ 
ed  re.efs,  as  it  would  be  unnfuglly  ihort.^         .. 

The  bill  was  th^n  ordered  tp  be  committed  on  Thurfday 
fe'nnigkt. 

Adjourned  at  half  pad  eleven  till  the  next  day. 


BOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDi^Y,    MARCH  27. 

Petitions  were  prefented  from  Harwich,  Gravefend,  and 
FaverOiam.  againii  the  Marine  Society  fifhery  biU»  and  pray* 
tng  to  be  heard  by  counfel  at  the  bar,  in  oppofiiion  to  thlp 
Ame,     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

MARINE  SOCIETY  FISHERY  BILL. 

On  the  queftion  being  put  upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
Marine  Society  fithcry  bill, 

Cahml  CaUraft  rofe,  and  argued  forcibly  againft  the  farther 
progrefs  of  the  meafure,  which  he  conceived  to  have  a  ten* 
dency  very  materially  to  interfere  with  the  interefts  of  a  me- 
ritorious clafs  of  men,  by  whom  our  fifhery  was  now  con^ 
dudtd,  and  from  whom  the  Houfehadjuft  received  fever al 
petitions.     This  interference  he  thought  tlie  more  deferving 
of  oppontion,  becaufe  no  cafe  whatever  had  been  made  out 
by  the  advocates  of  this  bill  to  Oiew  that  any  neceflity  exifted 
fo  call  for  it,  or  that  any  advantages  were  likely   to  refuU 
from  its  adoption.     No  public  benefit  was  held  out  to  induce 
the  Houfe  to  grant  the  immunities  which  this  bill  propofcd^ 
ro  any  company  of  fpcculators.     It  was  not  pretended,  much 
lefs  fliewn,   that    this  company  could    fupply  the   London 
market  with  filh  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  it  now  was  fupplied  ; . 
and  had  fuch  a  [iretence  been  even  advanced,  he  trufted  tbaf 
it   could   obtain  but  little  credit  with   the  Houfc,   when  h^  ^ 
^ixx^^t  «hat  the  great  bulk  of  ih,e  filh  brought  to  Billingfjjateij, 
was  difpofedof  by  ihe(i(hermen  at  about  2d.   per  lb.     To 
what  had  been  aud  might  be  faid^  refpeSing  ihe  tendency 
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and  good  elk&s  of  ^orpor&tionff  (n  checkttig-  mmtopdljr  ftnd 
reducing  the  price  of  ptovifions,  it  was  onTy  necefliiry  to  reptf 
(y  a  reference  to  the  inditution  of  the  London  Flour  Cofn<^ 
pany,  from  which  fo  much  was  promifed,  «ind  hy  which   tM 
public  had  not  heard  that  any  g6od  had  been  done.     He  can^ 
lendedy  that  it  was  not  at  all  probable  the  company  which 
ArisbvU  propofed  to  incorporate,  could   ftirni(h  fifh  for  the 
London  mai'ket  on  terms  as  moderate,  or  thar  their  fupply 
could  be  fo  regular,  as  that  from  the  old  eftablkhcd  fiflier-  ' 
men,  who  were  obliged,  from  their  cfrctiinftances,  to  looi^ 
cut  for  fifli  for  their  (ubfiftence,  and  to  exert  their  titmoft  (kill ; 
iNrhile  the  propofed  company,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  l>u(t« 
ncfs  of  fifliing,  would  be  of  courfe  obliged  to  eitiploy  agents 
to  conduft  their  ai&irs,  who  were  not  likely  to  b«  as  adire 
as  the  former*  becaufe  they  would  not  have  theiame  motives 
to  (litnulate  their  induftry.     Under  thefe  con fiderai ions,  the 
hon.  Member  thought  the  Houfe  (hould  be  cautious  of  en- 
tertaining a  meafufe  which  would  go  to  (hake  the  old  efta- 
bliihment  of  bur  iiflieries,  to  interrupt  that    fyftem  frond 
:which  the  country  had  derived  fo  much  benefit,  and  to  injure 
thofe  poor  iifhermen  who  had  always  evinced  fuch  readineff 
to  contribute  to  the  public  feivice.  In  proof  of  this  readinefs, 
the  hon.  Member  mentioned,  that  there  were  at  prefent  not 
lefs  than  aoo  fifhermen  enro)lfed  for  the  national  defence  at 
Harwich,    The  reafons  he  had  dated,  he  was  happy  inbefng 
able  to  fay,  were  corroborated  bv  the  optnlon  of  the  tefped- 
able  colleague  (Mrl  Hon'cy  v^ood)  of  the  honourable  Baronet 
j^ir  W.Geary)   <vho  inade  the  motion  befoi'e  the  fcroufe: 
This  opinion,  he  Was  auiliorized  to  mirtrton,  was  decidedly 
hodile  to  the  meaAire  under  difcuHion,  arid'a^  it  came  frotn  i 
tnind  not  lefs  competent  to  decide  upon  the  fubje6^,  than  pure 
in  the  motives  which  uniformly  guided  itsdecifions,  he  hat! 
no  doubt  that  it  Vvduld  have  its  due  weight  with  the  Hoblc. 
The  hon.  Member,  after  obferving  upon  the  rejeflion  of  a 
till  prccifcly  firailar  to  the  prefent,  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad 
feffions,  upon  grounds  nohe  of  which  had  yet  ceafcd  to  ex- 
ift,  concluded  with  moving,  *«  That  the  bill  fhould  be  read 
a  fecond  time  on  this  day  fix  months." 
;    Mr.  Hftey  Addington  begged  to  fet  tlie  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  juft  fat  down  right   with  rcfpeft  to  the  bill  wliich 
was  before  the  Houfe  laft  fefiion,  as  thlt  bill  was  not  rejefllccl, 
^  but  withdrawn  by  the  hon.  Baronet  who  introduced  it,  mere- 
ly in  con  fequence  of  its  being  undcrftood  that  more  time  was 
aeccflary  in  order  to  give  it  a  full  confidcraticn ;  and  be  conn- 
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f Umemed  tbe  catidoOr  with  which  the  bon:  Baronet  had  a£l* 
^  upon  that  occafion.  The  tiine  which  had  fince  etapfed, 
and  tbeopponuAtiy  of  refle£Hon  which  it  affbrdedi  be  (hoUld 
kave  fuppofed  would  have  convinced  the  perfons  interefted 
tbac  it  would  not  bo  expedient  to  introduce  fuch  a  bill  again^ 
a  bill  which,  if  adopled,  would  go  to  eftabUfli  what  he  could 
fajve  no  hefiiation  in  calling  a  dangerous  monepoly — ruch  a 
one,  indeed,  as  there  was  no  precedent  for  in  the  annals  of 
ParUameni.  It  would  alfo  be,  in  his  judgment,  found  a 
very  bafty,  inconfiderate  fpeculation  for  tbe  fubfcribers  theni'^ 
felves,  while  it  would  operate  not  merely  to  injure,  but  ab<p> 
folutely  to  deftroy  tbe  old  eftabliflied  fifliermen.  Such  was 
fheapprehenfion  of  the  confequences  of  this  bill,  that  he  un<« 
derftcxSd  fome  of  his  Conftituents  had  adually  fold  fome  of 
tbe  (hipping  employed  in  the  iifli  trade.  They  felt  that  it 
would  be  wifer  in  them  to  abandon  the  buflnefs  although 
rhey  had  at  prefeni  not  lefs  than  3000  apprentices  rearing  for 
the  fea,  than  attempt  competition  with  a  wealthy  corpora-  ' 
lion,  who  could  give  fuch  high  bounties  as  would  render  it 
impoflible  for  them  to  keep  their  men  on  board. 

A/r.  Hurjl  had  a  hod  of  objedions  to  the  bill  before  the 
Houfe,  but  there  were  two  which  ftruck  him  forcibly:  the 
firft  was,  that  although  no  grounds  of  public  advantage  were 
laid  for  the  meafure,  it  would  tend  to  injure  materially  all 
the  fifliermeh  on. the  River  and  On  the  coaft  adjacent  there* 
%Q  \  and  »he  fecond,  that  he  believed  no  fund  as  yet  cxifted  for 
ihe  purpofe  of  this  company.  If  fe>  then  he  would  aflc,  why 
flioutdthe  Houfe  fanciion  a  vifionary  projed?  He  ftrongly 
condemned  that  ctaufe  in  the  bill,  which  went  to  proteA 
feamen  employed  by  this  corporation  from  the  imprefs  fer-* 
vice.  To  the  principle  of  impreflir^  men  he  was  by  no 
sneans  a  friend^  but  while  it  exifted  as  a  general  law,  he 
C€»uUJ  not  agree  to  the  propriety  of  a  particular  exceptfon  in 
favour  of  this  company,  whidh  would  enable  them  to  take 
ff cm  the  ptiblic  fervice  any  number  of  feamen  'they  might 
think  proper. 

Sir  tV,  Dcibin  thought  there  was  enough  on  the  face  of 
the  bill  to  enrit-le  it  to  confideration  in  a  Committee,  where 
any  »lieration6  mightbe  made  in  the  provifions  of  it,  as  the 
cafe  might  appear  to  require  upon  further  inveftigaiion.  He 
alfo  thiMight  enough  was  (taied  in  thepreamble  of  the  bill  to 
epticlc  it  10  further  confuteration;  and  as  to  :the  objedioas 
which  tud  bern  ftatedagaind  the  bill,  he  did  not  at  prefcnt 
4Midtnake  ro  decide  whether  they  were  well  or  ill  founded  in 
;        .  point 
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point  of  fa A»  but  this  he  would  fay,  they  reded  hirheilo'ok 
aflert ion  only;  and  that  wiksofitfelf  a  reafon  why^  ra  his 
optniofiy  the  bill  ought  to  go  into  a  Cotnmittee,  where,  and 
where  alone,  the  whole  matter  might  be  fuHy  inveftigated* 
As  to  what  had  been  faid  on  the  fubjed  of  combinations,  it 
was  to  be  obferved,  that  this  was  not  propofed  as  a  meafuoe 
to  favour  a  combination^  but  a  meafure  to  create  a  corpora-* 
tion  in  the  trade  of  (ifliing,  and  experience  hafl  taught  him 
there  was  a  great  difference  between  a  combination  and  a 
corporation  i  a  combination  had  often  raifed  provifions  un- 
der pretence  of  lowering  them,  but  a  corporation  had  never 
done  any  fuch  thing.  Upon  the  whole  of  this  matter,  he 
thought  the  lead  thing  the  Houfe  Could  do  in  point  of  pru*> 
dcnce,  would  be  to  allow  the  bill  to  go  into  a  Committee,  for 
without  that  the  Houfe  could  hardly  fee  the  true  nature  of 
the  cafe. 

Sir  fV*  Gearj  fupported  the  bill,  and  afligned  the  reafon 
why  it  was  not  proceeded  in  laft  feflion.  It  was  not  correfi- 
ly  (latcd  when  it  was  faid  that  it  was  difpofed  of  by  the  fenfe 
of  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred;  the  truth  was, 
tbat4ie  withdrew  it,  not  on  account  of  its  appearing  to  be  an 
improper  meafure,  but  on  account  of  the  latenefs  of  the  fea* 
fon.  It  had  been  alleged,  as  a  reafon  for  not  entertaining 
this  bill,  that  fome  fifli  was  now  fold  at  fo  low  a  rate  as  two- 
pence per  pound  ;  but  of  this  there  ^as  no  proof,  and  he  was 
at  liberty  to  fay,  what  he  confcientioufly  felt,  that  he  doubt« 
cd  ;he  fa^.  The  bill  had  been  reprefented  as  a  meafure 
tending  only  to  fupport  fome  individuals,  inflead  of  being  of 
fervice  to  the  public;  or,  in  other  words,  as  a  meafure  teixl- 
ingto  create  a  monopoly ;  but  this  he  denied,  as  the  capital 
was  to  be  limited  to  50,000!.  and  if  bethought  it  likely  to 
have  that  effe£l,  he  would  be.  one  of  the  lall  men  in  the 
Houfe  to  fupport  it.  He  thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  ii 
was  a  nieafure  founded  on  a  large  and  libera]  policy,  and  that 
the  oppofuion  to  it  arofe  from  local  prejudices  and  iem«* 
poraiy  interefts;  ahd  under  fuch  impreflions,  he  was  bound 
by  the  fenfe  he  entertained  of  his  duty,  as  a  reprefentaiive  of 
ihe  people  of  this  Country  in  general,  confidering  their  inte-. 
reft  on  an  cxtenfive  fcale,  to  vote  for  the  bill  now,  before  iho 

UCMifc* 

,  Mr,  p.  Moore  referred  to  an  vlQ  of  the  year  <7S3»  by 
which  a  corporation,  of  a  nature  fimilar  to  that  propoied  by 
the  bill,  was  created;  and  Hated,  that  although  .5oo,oooU 
were  fubfcribeJ  to  that  corporation,  the  fchemefo:(umplcU:ly 
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Iwtediiut  only  17L  were,  after  a  few  y6ars»  returned  to 
leacbtfubfcriberfor  every.  lool.  origiaally  advanced,.  From 
this  and  other  like  initances,  fome  of  which  he  mentioned, 
be  wasadverfe  to  the  bill  before  the  Houfe,  as  he  was»  indeed, 
ta  thcprincipJe  of  thus  giving  to  trading  companies  the  fane* 
lion. of  Paiiiameot.  He  never  knew  that  any  good  arofe 
from  it,  and.  from  his  own  experience,  he  could  readily  be- 
lieve, that  it  was  often  made  ufe  of  for  improper  purpofes. 
If  a  company  of  merchants  meant  to  enter  into  any  (pecu- 
lation they  might  do  fo,  and  accomplifli  all  the  objects  of  this 
bill  without  any  .parliamentary  fanction.  Why  then  apply 
for  it  ?  He  looked  at  the  propcfltion  with  jealoufy,  as  he  ever 
Ihould  at  any  thing  of  the  kind»  particularly  when  be  con* 
ildered  that  the  authority  of  PaiHamcnt  often  induced  men 
to  fubfcribe  to  plans  with  which  they  would  other  wife  have 
had  no  connedlion,  and  that  the  property  of  many  individuals 
was  thus  the  vidim  of  vifionary  projects.  From  thofe  con- 
fiderationsi  the  honourable  Gentleman  earneftly  exhorted 
the  Houfe  to  paufe  before  they  gave  their  concurrence  to 
fuch  a  meafure  as  that  now  under  dlfcuflion. 

Mr,  Prin/ep — That  I  may  detain  the  Houfe  as  fliort  a  time 
fts  poffible,  1  Ihall  referve  the  defence  of  the  rights  and  orivi^ 
leges  of  my  own  conftituents,  whufe  petitions  againit  this 
bill  are  on  the  table,  to  the  ability  of  their  counl'el,  and  to 
hiy  feeble  efforts  at  fome  future  ftage,  in  cafe  (but  of  which 
1  have  no  expeflation  whatever)  it  (hould  be  allowed  any 
Further  progrefs,  and  confine  myfelf  to  a  brief  examination, 
how  far  the  pvofefled  objefts  of  this  bill  are  compatible  with 
the  means  intended  to  be  applied  in  their  execution.  The 
bill  aflumes  the  title  of  •*  the  Marine  Society  Fi/Airtg  Cotn^ 
**  panyj  for  Increaling  the  fupply  of  fifh,  for  advancing 
•*  the  objeftsoftheiiiftitiition  ofthe  Aftfr/wf  AV/^/j'."  Now,  , 
Sir,  without  in  the  Jeaft  meaning  to  impeach  the  conduQ  of 
the  highly  honourable  promoters  of  this  bill,  of  whofe  mc- 
tivcs  lentertain  no  fufpicion  whatever,  I  cannot  but  t^gret 
extremely,  that  they  Ihould  have  been  perfuaded  to  borrow 
the  name  of  a  fociety  the  moft  juftly  popular  of  all  the  be- 
hcvolent  inftitutions  of  this  moft  generous  country,  to  bol- 
fter  up  a  wild*  vifionary  projeft  ;  and  to  involve  the  funds 
9i|d  character  of  a  charitable  and  national  undertaking,  iit 
<We  precarious  iflue  of  a  mercenary  fpcculation.  The  pre-^ 
fent  Marine  Society  was  inftituted  in  1^56,  for  the  purpofe 
<*fclo(birig  and  fitting  out  poor  and  diftrcfled  bo^s  and 
tithtfrsfor  Tea,  and  Apprenticing  them  in  his  Majcfty's  navy. 
Since  its  firft  pftabHIhment,  it  has  provided  for  above  56,000 
•  Vo*.    H.I803-+.  Qq  men 
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men  fttid  boys,  and  expended  upwards  of  two  hundred  tiKw* 
fimd  pounds*  in  pronnoting  the  marine  fei  vice  of  the  nalipo. 
It  has  i'ubfifted  nearly  half  a  century  with  the  unanimous 
fuffiragc  and  gpplaufe  of  mankind.  What  does  the  bill  now 
before  us  in  vile  the  Houle  to  lan£tion  r  a  perveifion(wi)etlier 
in  the  whole,  or  in  part  only,  it  matters  not  as  to  the  prin^ 
ciple)  of  the  donations  and  legacies  of  charitable  perlbni, 
,to  purpcfes  widely  different  from  the  intention  of  the 
donors,  and  without  their  confent  or  that  of  their  heirs  or 
repreleniatives.  Sume  of  thefe  bequeds,  I  beg  leave  to 
ftate,  amount  to  14,  15,  and  n,000l.  each.  The  Houfc 
will  never  fandion  fo  grofs  a  violation  of  a  public  truft. 
But  the  new  fociety  are  to  be  under  obligation  to  receive 
thefe  boys  as  apprentices  ?     How  will  this  further  the  pur- 

Eofes  of  the  old  locicty?  The  bo^s  will  thus  be  kept  out  of 
is  Mcyefty's  fervice  for  a  period  of  feven  years;  whereas 
at  prefent  they  go  direftly  to  fea,  and  in  moft  cafes  into 
the  royal  navy.  I  would  appeal  to  any  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty who  heard  me,  how  far  that  purpofe  of  the  Marine 
Society  is  promoted  by  fuch  a  delay.  Now,  as  to  the  treat- 
nient  of  the  boys  themfelves,  an  anxious  objeS  of  tlie 
former  plan,  thefe  poor  defer  ted  creatures,  taken  from  the 
jlreels  and  f^d,  cloathed,  and  apprenticed  to  commiflioncd 
or  non-commiflioned  officers  of  the  navy,  have  honourable 
and  refponliblc  patrons,  and  are  early  fubjeft  to  the  difci- 
pline  of  the  fervice.  To  whofc  care,  I  would  a(k,  are  they 
now  to  becomnriitted  ?  Arc  they  to  be  bound  to  the  fervants 
of  the  new  fi.ciety,  or  to  the  corporate  body  ?  If  to  the 
latter,  thefe  deferted  objefls  of  the  prcfent  humane  fociety, 
would  be  ill  taken  care  of,  by  working,  fometimes  under 
one  matter,  fometimes  under  another.  It  bound  to  the  fifheiw 
men  themfelves,  inftead  of  ih^t  conftant  daring  pcrfever- 
ance,  which  confatutes  the  charafter  of  the  individuals  who 
now  fupply  our  markets  (as  it  has  been  already  well  ob- 
iirrved)  with  this  article  of  provifions  cheaper  than  any  ether 
wholelome  food  whatever,  the  boys  will  acquire  the  indo- 
lent, liftlefs  habits  of  men  working  for  a  public  body  and 
receiving  montiily  wages.  But,  the  Marine  Society  are  to 
partake  of  the  profits  of  this  fpeculation.  A  very  few  words, 
on  this  fubjcdt,  witli  permiffion  of  the  Houfe,  and  I  Irave 
done.  The  hon.  Baronet,  who  fpoke  laih  flates  as  an  ad* 
vantage  to  the  plan,  the  fmall  capital  of  50,00ql.  Now  ihis 
f6ems  to  me  hardly  a  coniiftent  argument:  few  of  the  mer- 
cantile efiabliihmcnts  of  this  city  trade  under  a  Imaiiercapi- 
lal|  aiany  much  larger,  uud  they  icquiic  uo  d.aiUT.     If  tlic 
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fcheme  be  a  good  one,  it  ought  to  be  more  extensive,  or  ii 
may  be  carried  on  without  the  fan^ion  of  Parliament.  But 
\  ^m^  not  of  that  opiarjun.  This  metropolis,  it  was  in  proof* 
or  ready  to  be  proved  in  tlie  Comopittee  laft  year,  are  fup- 
plied  with  immenfe  quantities  otfiih  at  2d  the  pound.  This 
fupply  is  produced  by  the  activity  of  individuals,  clubbing, 
together  their  labour  and  fniall  capitals,  in  the  purchafec^r 
hire,  and  in  the  ufe  of  nets  and  implpments  of  their  trade ; 
ihcfe  men  earn  now  but  a  fcanty  fuhfiflence.  By  whom  are, 
tlxc  intended  corpyration  to  fupply  us  cheaper  P  by  hiring 
thefe  very  men,  who  certainly  will  expeft  to  be  paid  better 
than  if  following  theii"  occupations  after  their  own  way  :  and 
univerfal  experience  warrants  me  to  fay,  they  certainly  will 
Vorklefs:  paid  by  the  week  or  month,  fuch  people  will 
fiih  as  little  as  they  can.  «  Now  for  the  other  incidental 
charges  :  Will  a  public  body  fupply  itfelf  with  boat^,  nets, 
and  implements  cheaper  or  dearer,  and  make  them  laft  a 
longer  or  a  fliorter  time  than  the  fifhermen  themfelves?  I 
Anticipate  the  anfwer.  The  good  fenfe  bf  the  Houfe  fees 
the  utter  imprafticability  of  the  fcheme,  which  I  hefitate. 
not  to  denomiiiatca  vifionary  or  ruinous  fpeculation,  neither 
promifing  to  increafe  the  fupply  of  fifh,  nor  promoting  the 
objefts  of  the  Marine  Society.  I  therefore  heartily  con- 
tuT  in  the  amendment  propofed. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Blackburne  in  favour  of  the 
bill,  the  Houfe  divided  on  Colonel  Calcraft's  motion. 
For  it  38 — Againft  it  35. Majority  3. 

The  Mil  of  courfe  was  loft. 

Mr.  Sheridan  gave  notice,  that  he  would  the  next  day 
make  a  motion  which  would  bring  under  confideratioit 
the  decilion  wirich  had  lately  been  made  refpefting  the 
priority  of  a  certain  petition  relative  to  the  late  elcAion  for 
Ufkea'rd,  to  the  queftion  as  to  the  right  of  the  elcftoris  which 
had  been  fixed  fome  time  fince  for  difcuflion  on  the  10th  of 
next  month. 

A  perfon  from  the  office  of  the  Chief  Secretary  of  State 
in  Ireland,  prefented  an  account  of  the  number  of  veiiei^ 
and  their  tonnage,  employed  in  the  Jri(h  trade  for. tlie  laft 
year,  together  with  other  accounts,  which  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Irifti  nailitia 
families  proviiion  bill. 

Mr.  Corry,  perceiving  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Foftcr)  with  whom  he  had  differed  upon  the  Tubjeft, 
was  not  then  in  his  place,  moved  to  poftpone  till  the  next 

Q  q  2  day, 
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day,  the  further  conftderation  of  the  report,  as  he  had  feme 
amendments  to  propofet  which  he  would  rather  bring  for- 
ward in  the  prefence  of  the  right  hbn.  Gentleman  alluded  tOt 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Corry,  an  account  was  ordered  of 
the  number  of  ballotted  men  in  the  feveral  regiments  of  the 
Iriih  militia  on  the  id  of  November,  1803,  diflinguKhingthe 
number  of  men  in  each  regiment,  and  the  time  for  whidi 
each  man  was  ballotted. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fellowes,  that  there  he 
laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  wheat  and 
flour,  rye,  barley,  and  malt,  oats  and  oatmeal,  peas  and  beans, 
which  have  been  imported  to,  or  exported  from.  Great  Bri- 
tain^ with  the  bounties,  drawbacks,  and  dutiis  paid  on  the 
importation  or  exportation  of  the  fame,  from  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1^03,  to  the  5th  of  January,  1804,  diftinguiftiing  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  An  account  was  alfo  ordered  fori  he  years 
iSbo,  1801,  1802,  and  1803,  of  bounties  paid  on  grain  and 
flour. 

On  the  motion  for  reading  a  third  time  the  bankers*  in* 
demnitybiil. 

Sir  William  Elford  fuggefled  the  propriety  of  introducing 
into  this  bill  fome  proviflon  to  relieve  the  country  bankers 
from  the  penalties  to  which  they  were  liable,  for  not  paying 
the  proportion  fixed  by  the  income  a£l  upon  all  the  various 
fmall  fums  placed  in  their  hands.  This  was  a  regulation  with 
vhich  it  was  obvioufly  impoflible  for  them  to  conform ;  and 
if  they  (houtd  attempt  it,  the  confequence  would  be,  that  the 
appeals  would  be  more  numerous  than  all  the  commiffiooers» 
were  they  to  devote  the  whole  of  their  lives,  could  contrive  to 
inveftigate. 

.  Mr.  Vanfutart  thought  the  bill,  as  it  flood,  fufficient  to 
meet  the  cafe  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Baronet.  He  was  not 
indeed  aware  of  any  cafe  for  which  this  bill  did  not  provide^ 
If  however,  upon  revifing  the  property  a£i,  any  amend- 
ment (hould  appear  neccirary  upon  the  point  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Baronet,  or  upon  any  other,  it  would  of  courfe  be 
attended  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

Adjourned. 
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HOUSEOF    LORDS. 

I 
WEDNESDAY!    MARCH    28. 

Coiinfel  were  heard  in  coniinuatinn  on  the  crofs  appeal, 
Abtfctomby  v.  Fleming.  Afier  which,  their  LordliM-s  aci- 
joumed  thefurthcr  confideration  of  the  cafe  rill  Fridiiy  fc'ij- 
nigbt. 

The  St.  Pancras  workhotife  bill,  and  an  incWut^  bill,  were 
brought  up  from  the  Commons,  and  feverally  read  a  fiift 
time. 

IRISH  MILITIA. 

Lo) d Hawkefbury  having  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 'for 
taking  hiiMajefly's  meflTjge  into  confiderai ion,  the  fanJc.,  to. 
gethcr  with  l»is  Majefty's  meflage,  were  read.  7 he  ncblc^ 
Secretary  then  obferved,  that  with  refpcfl  to  the  addrefs,  he. 
(hotild  have  the  honour  to  propofe  tohis  Majcfty,  on  the  occa- 
lion  of  His  meftage,  he  hoped  it  would,  when  the  iinpfjrtance 
and  favourable  nature  of  the  fubj  eft  were  confide  red,  meet  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  their  Lordfliips  ;  the  mere  fo,  as  in 
ihe addrefs  there  would  be  nothingtending  to  pledge  the  Houfe 
to  the  adoption  of  any  fpecific  meafure,  but  merely  general 
expreffions  of  their  willingncfs  to  concur  In  enabling  his  Ma- 
jcfty  to  take  advantage  of  the  oflFcrs  made  by  feveral  regiments 
of  tne  IriQ)  militia.  Here  his  Lordlhip  faid,  he  could  not 
avoid  offering  his  tribute  of  applaufe,  to  the  ardent  zeal  and 
patriotifm,  which  didated  thcfe  oifers  of  extended  fervice. 
The  voluntary  coming  forward  of  thePe  troops  in  fo  laudable 
and  patriotic  a  manner,  was  following  up  the  aufpicious 
meafure  of  the  Union,  in  a  mod  important  and  (Iriking  in* 
fiance;  and  tending  to  identify  the  interefts,  the  hdppinefs, 
and  the  profperity  of  both  parts  of  the  united  jcingdom.  If 
was  then  unneccflary  to  take  up  their  Lordfhips' time  with 
any  detailed  obfcrvations  on  the  fubje6l,  as  it  would  afters, 
wards  come  under  their  confideration  in  a  regular  (hape,  far- 
ther than  to  obferve,  that  one  important  objeft  to  be  attained 
by  it,  was  the  incrcafing  thedifpofeable  force  of  this  country. 
His  Lordfhip  concluded  by  propofing  an  addrefs,  correfpond- 
ing,  as  ufual,  with  the  prominent  features  of  the  meflage. 
After  the  addrefs  had  been  read  from  the  woolfack, 
The  Duke  of  M(^ntro/e  txprciTcd  his  readinefs  to  concur  with 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State  in  his  eulogium  upon  ihezcal  and 
patriotifm  of  the  troops  who  had  come  forward  in  the  way 
ad\'crted  to  in  his  Majefty's  meflage.     He  was  happy  in  fuch 
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an   accefiion  of  force  in  the  prefent  circumftanccs  of  ihe 
country,  and  (hould  concur  rn  ihepropofed  addrefs.     At  the 
fame  lime  he  would  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  obfervaticns 
upon    points  connefted  with  the    fubjed,    which  was  of 
peculiar  importance.     And  firft  he  would  obferve  upon  the 
injurious  tendency  of  armed  bodies  of  men  being  fuffcred  to 
deliberate,  and  in  that  point  of  view  he  had  to  regret  that  the 
offer  proceeded  from  the  troops  ^  he  had  rather  fuch  extenfion 
of  fervice  were  in  confequence  of  a  prefcribed  duty  on  the 
part  of  Government  and  the  Legiflaiure ;  that   which  was 
performed  by  perfons  fo  circumftanced,  as  a  duty,  would  be 
Weil  executed  ;   but  when  they  confidered  it  as  their  doing 
(bmeihing  more  than  their  duty  the  chance  of  its  being  well 
performed  was  the  lefs,     f  Hear  !    Hear  ! )    He  thought  it 
would  be  preferable  in  his  Majefty's  Governtnent,  on  fuch 
an  occafion  as  the  prefent,  to  come  forward  in  a  manly  way, 
and  at  once  propofe  legiflative  meafures  to  render  reciprocal 
the  militia  fervices  of  both  countries  :  this  would  be  further- 
ing the  happy  effefts  of  the  union,  on  the  interefts,  the  happi- 
tiefs,  and  the  fecurity  of  all  ^arts  of  the  united  kingdom. 
Regulations  of  this  kind  were  become  the  more  neceflary  as 
the  relative  fituation  of  thofe  countries,  more  efpecially  with 
regard  to  continental  confiderations,  and  the  aggrandizerhcnt 
of  r  ranee,  was  of  lateconfiderably  changed.  It  would  benecef- 
iary  that  this  country  (hould  become  a  much  more  military  na- 
tion than  it  had  been  for  many  years  pad,  and  in  this  neceffary 
change,  he  thought  that  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  united 
kingdom  Qiould  take  the  lead  ;   they  (hould  inure  themfelves 
to  military  habits.     He  was  aware  that  the  extenflon  of  the 
fervices  of  theBritifh  militia  tb  !relan(f,  would  be  rather  un- 
palatable to  many  of  its  officers  ;  to  fome,  who  on  account  of 
age,  or  feelings  of  didncUnation,  may  not  wi(h  to  ferve  out 
of  Kngland  ;  and  that  the  unavoidable  ConfequeRCes  of  fuch 
would  be  feveral  refignations.     This,  in  fome  points  of  view 
was  to  be  regretted  ;  but  when  put  in  competition  with  the 
advantages  which  would  arife  in  confequence  of  theextennoii 
of  fervice,  theillcffefl   would  comparatively  be  but  Utile; 
added  to  this,  it   would  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  intro- 
du^ion  of  young  officers,  even  to  the  higher  ranks  of  the  mi- 
litia fervice,  which  he  thought  would  be  preferable  to  having 
thefe  corps  officered  by  old  men.     The  experience  of  hiftory 
demonftrated  that  viQorifS  in'  general    were  atchieved   by 
young  commanders  ;  for  inflance,    the  cafes  of  the  wars  car- 
ried on  by  the  old  king  of  Pruflia,  and  his  fucccflbr,  the  Great 
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Fradericky  who  itas  vfery  young  when  he  commenced  his  mi- 
limry  career  \  and  the  repeat^  victories  which  the  French 
gained  over  the  Auftrian  forces  in  the  late  war,  were  princi-* 
pally  owing  to  the  exertions  of  their  young  officers.  Young 
commanders  might  commit  errors^  but  they  generally  re- 
trieved them  by  atchieving  vidory :  whereas,  old  men  ge- 
nerally let  the  occafion  go  by,  while  their  endeavours  were 
dtre£led  to  avoid  the  commifhon  of  miftakes.  Recurring  to 
the  fubjed  immediately  before  the  Houfe,  his  Grace  re* 
pealed  his  opinion,  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  come  for- 
ward on  fuch  an  occafion  as  the  prefent,  manfully,  with  an 
a6l  for  rendering  the  fervices  of  the  militias  of  bothcountries 
reciprocal. 

The  Marquis  of  iS/igo  faid,  from  the  general  approbation 
which  the  meafure  refuhing  from  the  meflage  from  the 
Crown  had  received  from  all  fides  of  the  Hoiife,  he  (hould 
not  have  judgej}  it  neceflary  10  trouble  their  Lordfhips  with 
one  word  on  its  fubje6t,  if  it  had  not  been  for  fomething 
which  had  fallen  from  a  noble  Duke,  by  which  he  feemed 
toconGdeIr,  that  if  the  fervices  of  the  Irifli  miliiia  were  ne* 
ceflary  in  this  country,  it  would  be  more  advifeable  and 
more  manly  to  obtain  them  by  an  ad  of  the  Parliament  of 
the  united  kingdom,  than  by  the  acceptance  of  their  proiFered 
fervices.  His  Lordfhip  raid,thelri(h  militia  had  been  enlified 
explicitly  for  ferving  in  Ireland  only,  and,  thepefore,  how* 
ever  wife  the  principle  fuggefied  by  the  noble  Duke,  it  could 
not  be  a£led  i/pon  at  the  prefent.  To  comply  with  that  ad* 
vice,  the  firft  ftep  muft  be  to  difcharge  every  one  of  thofe  pa- 
triots, who  had  now  voluntarily  tendered  their  fervices,  and 
enlift  them  again  on  the  terms  of  extended  fervice.  Lord  Sligo 
faid,  that  every  meafure  tending  to  cement  the  union  of  Great 
Britain  with  Ireland,  ever  had  had,  and  ever  fhould  have  his 
wanned  concurrence.  Every  thing  that  aflimilated  them  to 
each  other,  every  thing  that  made  them  one,  every  thing  that 
created  in  them  one  intereft  and  one  feeling,  added  to  the 
happinefs,  the  ftrength  and  fecurity  of  the  empire  ;  and  if 
the  period  (hould  happily  arrive,  when  a  population  of  near 
twenty  millions  (hould  be  brought  to  a£t  under  one  mind  and 
one  feeling,  they  had  little  to  fear  from  their  enemies,  though 
the  world  were  united  againft  them. 

The  Earlof  Umcrick  obferved,  that  he  (hould  have  contented 
hionfelf  with  a  filent  vote  on  the  prefent  occafion,  were  it  not. 
few  one  point  in  the  fpcech  of  the  noble  Dnkc,  The  condti£b 
of  the  Iri(h  militia  was  on  this  occafion  above  all  panegyric  ; 
he  would  leave  it  to  other  noble  Lords  to  attempt  it.    What 
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had  been  Rtted  by.  ihe  noUe  Marquis,  refpedinglhe  l#iflt 

militia  being  enlifted  for  the  Umiied  fervice  of  theif  own 
ccmntryv  was  true;  and  with  relpe(^  to  the. noble  Duke's 
idea  of  coming  oianfully  forward,  with  a  legiflaiive  provifion 
oil  the  fubjeS,  ic  niight  be  manly  and  courageQus,  but  cer« 
tainly,  under  the  circumfVances  ok  the  cafei  it  would  bedan^ 
gerous.  ,He  was  advcrfc  to  the  experiment  of  l^giflatins  for 
men  fo  circu«>(\anced  as  were  the  troops  in  queition# 
-with  arms  in  their  hands.  At  the  fame  time  no  man 
could  more  earneftly  wifli  for  a  reciprocity  of  the  militia  fcr- 
vice  than  himfelfi  andhe  had  always  held  out  the  idea  as  tend« 
ing  toconfolidaie  the  military  force  of  the  united  kingdom^ 
andrenderit  the  more  fecure:  but  under,  the  circumdances  oC 
ihe  cafe,  this  could  not  be  eiFedted,  as  far  as  the  Irifli  militia 
was  concerned,  by  legiflative  proviGons  in  the  firft  inftance. 

Lord  GrcnvilU  was  folicttous  to  contribute  his  (hare  of  ap-» 
plaufe  to  the  ardent  zeal  and  patriotifm  of  thofe  troops  who 
had  fo  laudably  come  forward,  and  he  agreed  with  the  noble 
Marquis  in  what  he  had  dated  as  the  probable  refult  of  the 
.  union  between  the  two  countries.  It  was  the  objefl  of  that 
great  meafure  to  identify  the  intereds  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  to  promote  the  happinefs  and  fecurity  of 
both  ;  to  bring  them  not  only  under  one  Lcgiflature,  and 
fydem  of  laws,  but  that  the  fpirit  of  Government  in 
both  countries  fliould  be  precifely  the  fame.  As  far  as 
ihefe  principles  were  afted  tjpon,  fo  far  were  the  ob^ 
je£ls  of  the  union  attained.  He  was  awaie  of  the  terms 
upon  which  the  Irifli  militia  were  raifed-^not  hy  means  of 
ballot,  as  in  this  country,  but  by  means  of  bounty,  oo  en- 
lifting  the  men.  It  would  certainly  have  been  preferable 
that  the  defircd  arrangement  had  been  the  refuU  of  legidative 
provifions,  and  not,  as  in  the'  prefent  indance,  proceeding 
from  the  vol untaay  offers  of  the  corps  them felves.  At  the 
time  the  bill  by  which  the  Irifli  militia  were  raifed  was  un« 
der  difcuflion,  it  was  earneftly  recoinmended  to  Minifters,  that 
the  militia  fo  raifed  by  bounty,  (hould  b*;  enlided  for  the  fcr- 
vice  of  the  united  kingdom.  That  advice  was  then  reject* 
rd,  and  in  confcquence,  they  were  placed  in  the  prefent  pre- 
dicament.  His  Lordfliip  faid,  it  was  by  no  means  his  intea* 
|ion  to  oppofe  the  motion. 

Lfffd  Hobart  highly  commended  the  fpirited  and  patriotic 
offer  of  the  Lift)  militia ;  fuch,  he  was  fenfible,  would  alwayd 
\^ti  ihe  condiifl  of  the  people  of  that  coun'ry,  when  not  miflsd 
by  ihe  intrigues  of  their  enemies.  The  qncflion  was  not 
9IIW  whether  it  would  have  b.*en  better  to  raife  fcncibt^  or 
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tniliua  regiments  In  Ireland.'  As  it  had  been  detemiihed  to 
taife  a  tnilitia,  let' that  forqe  only  be  raired  on  the  ufual 
condition  of  ferving  in  the  country.  Since  an  engagement 
t<»  that  tScSt  had  been  entered  into^  it  was  above  all  things 
beceflary  that  the  public  faith  fliould  not  be  violated.  With 
regard  to  the  advice  which  the  noble  LordJ^'d  had  been  gtveii 
to  his  Majefty's  MinifterSj  he  declared  ihat*'for  his  part  he  had 
no  rccolledion  of  having  ever  heard  of  it  before. 

Lord  Damley  was  of  opinion,  that  the  principle  laid  down 
by  the  noble  Lord,  that  a  militia  force  mud  be  raifed  on  thf 
ufual  principle  of  not  ferving  out  of  the  country,  was  appli- 
cable to  the  (late  of  Ireland  before  the  union,  but  not  to  its 
flate  now.  He  thought  that  the  militia  of  both  England  and 
Ireland  fliould  be  liable  to  ferve  iA  either  country.  He 
did  not  underfiand  how  the  offer  of  the  Irifli  militia  could 
be  faid  to  augment  the  dirpofeable  force  of  this  country. 

Lord  GrerruilU  remarked  that  the  meiTage  did  not  exprefs 
^hat  part  of  the  IriOi  militia  had  ofFered  to  ferve  in  this 
country.  He  hoped  that  the  offers  were  not  made  by  in- 
dividually, but  by  complete  regiments. 

Lord  Hawkejbury  anfwered,  that,  as  far  as  his  recolledion 
lenred  htm,  the  offers  came  froth  regiments. 

The  Marquis  of  SUgo  faid,  thai  the  meflage.  from  the 
HThrone  did  not  do  entire  juftice  to  the  zeal  and  patriotifm  of 
the  Inih  militia;  that  though  it  implied  that  offers  of  fervicc 
had  been  fent  from  a  part,  he  believed  the  entire  of  the 
militia  had  offered  to  volunteer  to  this  country,  and  was 
perfuaded  they  would  do  fo  if  they  bad  conceived  their  Cer- 
vices would  have  been  accepted  ;  that  many  or  moft  part  of 
them  had  made  the  fame  tender  during  the  laff  war. 

The  addrefs  was  then  voted  nenu  dif,  and  ordered  to  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty  in  the  ufual  manner. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  admiflion  into  prieffs'and  dea- 
cons' orders  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed  for  Fri- 
day re'niiight,  Lord  Ellenborough  obferving,  that  in  the 
Committee  he  (hould  move,  that  the  bill  fhould  not  go  to 
aSecl  the  rights  of  the  Archbiihop  of. Canterbury  or  thcFu- 
mate  of  Ireland.  .  ^ 

Adjourned  to  Thurfday  feWight. 

HOUSE  OF~COMM0NS. 

WtDN£SI)AY,    MARCH  :i»8. 

i\  jpew  writ  was  o/dcred  for  Knareiborough|  in  the  foom 
qf  tames  Hare,  Efq.  deceafed. 

Vol.  11.  1803  4.  R  r  .A  meflage 
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A  roefliige  frocojthi?  Leeds  informed  tKi  Houfe  thtt«.itieftf 
)Lofclfh»ps  luifl  agreed  tp  the  expiripg  Itwi^biU,  and  the  fugjif 
lyarehoufing  bill. 

Mt.  StecTe  prefcntc4  w  aocount  of  the  aiimy  ntn^tii^ 
paricf,  j^rom  the  251)1  of  December  iSo2»  to  the  a4th 
pf  December  i^^  which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  t)if 
tabie»  and'to  be.pAntcd^    , 

Mr.  Alcock,  froin  the  Treafury*  prefcnted  an  account  of 
^he  films  in  the  diilribution  papef  remaining  in  the  Exche- 
-^uer,  and  to  bf  r#ifed»  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  $t.  Pancras  poor  bill  was  read  a  third  time   and 

Mr.  Bulloc^  prefented  a  petition  from  the  land  ownersi 
fnaltfters,  &c.  of  Eflex,  praying  relief  with  refped  to  tbo 
duties  on  malt. .  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Marfliam  reported  from  the  Middlefex  elc<flion  Com- 
mittee, tbat  if  leave  was  given  them  tp  adjourn  over  the 
£a(ler  holidays^  after  having  fat  eight  week$,  it  would  caufo 
no  additional  expence  to  the  parties,  but  might  be  attended 
}vith  advantage  to  them.  Aft^r  bringing  up  the  report  he 
moved,  **  That  the  Committee  Cbould  have  leave  to  adjourn 
to  Monday  tbe  9th  of  April.'*— Leave  giveni  ^ '   ' 

JRiaH    lilLITIA    FAMILIES*   Bltl..  » 

Mr.  Corry  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  further  con* 
fideration  of  the  report  of  tlie  Committee  on  the  Irtfll  militia 
family  provifion  bill.  This  meafure  had  been  poftponed  an 
account  of  the  abfence  of  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mi.  Fof^ 
terjf)  whom  be  waa  happy  then  to  fee  in  bis  place. 

After  feveral  other  claufes,  that  claufe  was  read  whicb 
Contained  the  amendment  made  on  a  former  night  by  Mr« 
Fofter,  relatipgto  the  arrears  oFmilitiamen,  on  whi^h 

Mr.  Fcfitr  begged  leave  to  aik  the  right' hon.  Genllemmn 
oppofife  (Mr.  Corry),  if  it  was  his  intention  to  oppofe  th» 
claufe  in  the  progrefs  of  the  bill  ? 

Mr*  Oorry  havtne  admitted  that  fnch  was  his  intention, 
*  Mr.  F9ft^r  dated,  that  his  obje£t  in  propofing  the  amend* 
ment  was,  to  put  the  militiamen  of  Ireland  exadly  bo  the 
ftme  footing  as  they  had  heen  previous  to  the  alteration  that 
bad  been  made  in  that  fyOem,  in  confequencc  of  the  imion. 
He  wiflied  that  they  flitmld  at  leaft  be  placed  on  the  (ame 
footing  as  they  had  been  led  to  exped  when  enltfted.  The 
ihcBiftion  that  bad  teken  place  in  the  mllsiia  fyiitm,  had 
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-fflfled  the  Legiflature  in  the  monfh  of  Atigoft,  hilf  ftibfe  men 
Dvho  hadenlirtec(*in  the  month  of  November,  had  no  opportu^ 
^ty  of  knowing  this  regulation*  and  had  therefore  enliflcd 
on  terms  very  different  from  thofc  in  which  they  Were  aftefi. 
wards  placed.  He  thought  Parliament  was  bound  to  keep 
faith  With  thofe  men,  and  to  approach  a^  nearly  as  polTible 
10  the  terms  on  which  they  fupppftfd  themfelves  to  enh*ft. 
He  h^d  confiderable  obje6tions  befides  from  another  view  of 
the  fubje^^,  that  not  more  arrears  (hould  be  received  at  a  time 
than  A  fortnight.  Many  families  of  the  defcription  now  in 
^ueftion^  were  at  a  confiderable  diOanCe  from  the  placed 
where  fuch  arrears  were  to  be  paid ;  and  it  would  be  very 
hard,  he  conceived,  to  compel  fuch  people  to  travel  thirty  dt 
forty  miles  every  wee;Jc  or  every  fortnight,  when  once  iri  fix 
wteks  or  Once  a  quarter  might  fcrve  the  ptirpofe  equally 
Well.  While  they  were  known  to  have  this  fiind  at  com* 
maod,  they  could  very  eafily  procure  crtdit  for  what  necef- 
faries  they  might  want.  Should  any  regulation  of  the  kind, 
be  thought  adyireahle,  it  would  be  much  better^  the  righ^ 
hon.  Gentlemat)  thought,  to  compel  officecstopay  the  arrear^ 
every  fortnight^  if  demarid^d.  Againft  this  there  certainly 
ciNsl«1>eWrs  bbjeaioh,  but  to  order  pebprt  to  receiv8  fuch 
fttnM  eVery  fortnight,  whatever  might  be  thetr  dlitance  or 
their  neceffity,  was  a  folecifm  in  common  fenfe  which' he 
ctMiM  not  admit  to  pafs  the  Houfe  without  his  fiocere  op- 
pofirion. 

Mr.  Oirry.  thought  the  great objed  of  tlve  rfght  hon.  Gcn«> 

.  tlemm  was  acceded  to,  fo  far  as  thtf  bill  had  gone»  but  with 

regard  to  the  allowances  made  to  the  famitiea  of  militiamen^ 

there  ought  to  be  fome  difference  certainly  in  the  modb  of 

Eiyment,  as  thofe  jillowances  Were  now  to  hcmadefram  the 
xchequer,  inftead  of  being  paid  by  people  ^conneded  with 
the  refpedive  county  or  parifli  as  formerly^  Such  Gentle- 
WMn,  therefore,  as  fliould  be  appointed  by  the  Exehequerv 
¥rere  not  to  be  fuppofed  to  have  in  their  power  to  attend  fti 
clofely  fo  the  minutiz^of  this  btifinefs  as  Gentlemen  of  ano-*^ 
tker  defcription  ;  thus  it  became  neceflfary  that  a  new  regula- 
tion'ftould'be  adopted,  more  adapted  to  the  new  mode  of  payt- 
tntat^  attd  the  new  channels  from  which  thofe  payment^ 
svere  derived.  His- principal  reafon,  however,  he  contended^ 
fur  ;ihis  mode  of  difcharging  the  arrears  and  olber  sillowances, 
wM'»  in  older  to  preferve  as  complete  a  uniformity  as  poflibl^ 
ia  the  militia  fyftem,  which  the  amendment  of  the  right  hob. 
<7entleman  went  to  dellroy. 

R  ra  On 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SoS  THE  PARLIAMSNTARV  REGISTER.         fCttiiiK*! 

.  On  thequelHoa  bting  put  Mn  Fofter's  stmemlmeAiwtf 
xiegatived  without  a  dlvifion. 

The  report  was  then  agreed  lo,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Hiley  Addington  brought  op  the  report  of  the  Coni- 
mittee,  rerpeding  the  difputes  between  €otton  manufafhirers 
and  their  workmen,  which  was  ordered  to  be  takeq  into 
connderatjon  on  Monday,  the  9th  of  April,  And  to  be 
prinred. 

Mr.  Curwen  moved  for  an  account  of  the  anK>unt  of  the 
pdrt  dutte^  in  the  Ifle  of  Man,  upon  exports  and  imports,  from 
the  ft  o^  January  1798,  to  the  ift  of  January  1804,  together 
«vith  all  fums  paid  thereout  on  account  of  falaries,  ^c.  and 
the  fupplies  remaining.     Ordered.  ^ 

•  Lord  if.  Hamilton^  after  obferving  upon  the  neceflTily  and 
propriety  which  he  thought  exited  for  the  Comoiittee  od 
the  difference  in  the  duties  between  Englifli  aiid  Scotch 
barley,  deriving  every  information  upon  the  fcYbjeS  from 
Gentleitien  from  Scotland,  moved  to  add  to  the  Committee 
the  names  of  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Mr.  Kinnaird,  and  Sir  W. 
Erfktne. 

Sir  R.  Buxton  would  not  reiift  the  motion,  but  wjiihed 
ibat  ap  dqual  number  of  Englilh  Gentlemen  migbtalfo  be 
added. 

After  a  few  words /rom  Mr.  Kinnaird,  the  names  of  tli^ 
above  Gentlemen  were  added  to  the  Committee. 
'  Sir  R.  Buxton  was  proceeding  to  ^ropt^fe  four  Engliih 
Members  to  be  added  to  the  Committee,  but  afterwards 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  gave  notice  of  it  for  the  next 
day. 

LISKEARD    ELECTION. 

Afr.  SbiriJan  prefented  a  petition  from  Thomas  Sheridan, 
£fq.  complaining  of  an  undue  elcdlion  for  the  borough  of 
Liikeard.  Aft,er  ftating  that  he  wifhed  to  propofe  that  the 
petition  fhould  be  taken  into  confideration  on  the  firll  open 
day  after  that  fixed  for  the  conlidcraiion  of  the  petition  of 
right,  he  obferved,  that  he  tliought  it  utterly  impuflible 
that  the  Houfe  could  fuffer  the  other  petition  from  Mr. 
HufkiiTon  to  be  taken  into  confideration  previous  to  thedif- 
cufBon  of  the  petition  of  right,  as  it  was  impofQbie  to  <ay 
that  •  the  Committee  on  either  petition  might  not  go  into 
the  merits,  which  would  interfere  with  the  confideration  of 
the  right. 

Tbe  Speaker  obferved  that  the  only  queftion  which  could 
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Ihen  be  put,  was  refpefting  the  d^y  f<>r 'taking  the  pctltioa 
juft  prefented  into  confideration. 

^   Mr.  Sheridan  then  "moved  that  It  ftldtild  be  taken  hitp^ 
cpnfideration  on  Monday  the  2;^d  of  April.     Ordered, 
•    Mr.  Sheridan  afterwards  moved  thic  reading  of  the  order 
of  llieday^  for  taking  Into  confideratloa,  oa  the  9th  of  April, 
the  petition  of  Mr.  Huikiflbn. 

.  Mr i  Pitt  urged,  thit  there  had  been  no  regular  notice 
given  to  move  the  poftponement  of  the  confideration  of  this 
]ie(i(toi|,  and  t)>erefore,  at  any  rate,  fuch  a  motion  ought  to 
be^delaycd.  With  a  view  to  the'canfiftency  of  their  pro-  ^ 
ceedings,  they  ought  to  adhere  to  what  they  had  aheady 
done  uolcfs  fame  very  ftrong  reafons  were  fhewn  to  tlie 
contrary.  It  was  alfo  coniiftent  with  the  pra^'ce  of  the 
Hoitfcf,  that  a  double  feiurn  fliould  have  the  priority  in  confi- 
dsiatioQ,  whiUl  in  thisihe  queftion  refpe^in^  that  return 
could  not  interfere  with  the  queftion  of  right.  It  was  whiolly 
imcertain  when  that  queflion  of  right  would  be  determined, 
and^  in  the  mean  timcy  according  to  the  propofltioh  of  the 
hoA«  Genfieman,  the  Houfe  was  to  be  kept  without  any 
Metaber  being  there' to  reprefent  the  borough  of  Liikeard. 

Mr*  Sheridan  faid,  he  had  given  notice  on  the  preceding 
day  that  he  intended  to  move  to  defef  the  confideration  of 
Mr.  Huflciflbn's  petition  until  after  the  difcuflion  of  the  peti- 
tion of  right.  Asto  the  argument  i- that  thereby  the  lioufc 
might  be  kept  without  any  reprefentative  for  Liikeard,  he 
begged  leave  toobferve,  that  if  the  candidate  chpfe  to  give 
notice  that  he  would  not  defend  the  double  return,  Mr. 
Huflcifibn  might  be  kept  out  of  his  feat  for  fixty  days. 

Mr.  Pitt  obfervcd,  that  if  fuch  a  notice  as  that  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  given,  the-  Houfe  would  know 
how  to  proceed,  but  the  threat  of  giving  fu.ch  a  no»:ee  was 
no  argument  for  deferring  the  confideration  of  the  peti- 
tion. 

Mr,  Bumifgisi  obferved,  that  the  former  order  was  made 
with  the  confent  of  all  parties,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  refciaH- 
ed  without  due  not  ice. 

The  Secniary  at  ^ir  obferved,  that  no  queftion  afFeding 
the  right  waA  likely  to  arife  out  of  the  confideration  of  Mr« 
Huikiflfon^s  petition.  . 

The  queftcon  was  then  put  for  reading  the  order  of  the 
(by,  andncgatived." 
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CAPTURES  AT  TOUtOX. 

The  Clunccllor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Comcnittee  of  Soppty^ 
itnd  xhskX  the  papers  refpeAing  Lord  Hood's  clfiims  rmttve 
to  the  captures  at  Toulon  fliould  be  referred  to  the  faic) 
Committee  ^  \vhich  was  ordered. 

The  lloufe  having  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  Committ^, 
The  Chancillor  of  the  Bxchequer  faidy  he  had  to  call  thf 
Attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  rubje£b,  which  he  could  not 
help  thinking  required  aU  that  imlulgence  and  liberality 
which  they  were  uniformly  accufiomed  to  fliew  to  thp  eifit^ 
lions  of  the  Britilh  navy,  a  fubje^t  which  connefted  llfclf 
with  one  of  the  mod  fplendid  exertions  of  otir  navy  didriog 
the  la(}  war,  and  related  to  oiEcersand  feamen'as  meritfltrioiik 
0sany  in  the  Britiih  fervice.  It  was  iuipoflible  thai. any 
one  could  doubt  the  merit  of  the  fervice  performed  by  Lord 
Hood  at  Toulon.  The  prefent  fubjed  afFeded  the  btereftB 
cf  Lord  Hoody  Lord. Keith,  Lord  Radftock,  and  of  all 
the  ofScers  and  feamen  tinder  the  command,  of  Lord 
Hood  updn  that  occafioiiy  who  were  now  livings  and  the  - 
families  of  thofe  who  were  deCeafed ;  all  were  involved  in 
ihe.Gonfideration  of  the  fubjeft,  which  he  felt  it  incmtibent 
upon  h\tn  to  ftibmit  to  the  Committee.  It  was  not  his  Intend 
lion  to  go  into  any  particular  detail  with  refped  to  the  for^ 
render  of  Toulon  ;  h  would  be  xecolleAed  that  the  inhabits 
sints  of  the  fctithe^n  part  of  France^  weary  of  the  vMrft  of 
lyranny  that  ever  degraded  the  human  racei  exprefled  a.wiik 
to  be  placed  under  the  authority  of  the  legitimate  heir  oflheir 
knujrdered  fovereign. .  In  confequence  ofthis,  Lord'Hood 
became  pofTefled  of  the  town  and  harbour  of  TbuloOt  and  of 
feveral  French  (hips,  which,  by  a  convention,  went  to  b^ 
held^  in  pan,  for  Louis  XVII.  to  whom  they:  were  to  be  re^ 
(lored.  During  the  continuance  of  the  war  it  was  obvieui 
that  the  nature  of  the  terms  agreed  upon,  precluded  Lord 
Hood  from  claiming  any  remunerarion  for  himfelf  and  the 
officers  and  feamen  under'  his  command.  After  the  ratifica-* 
tton  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  Lord  Hood  prefented  a 
memorial  to  his  Majefly,  claiming  a  reward  for  the  oflicera 
and  feamen,  on  account  of  the  French. fliips  deflroyed  and 
taken  polTeilion  of  at  Toulon,  together  with  their  ordnance 
and  (lores.  His  Majedy  was  pleafed  to  refer  the  memorial 
to  the  Privy  Council,  a  Committee  of  whom  took  it  into  con* 
fideration.     It  was  the  opinion  of  that  Committeci  that  it 
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Wat  not  •xpedient  to  grant  any  remuneration  for  iKe  ten  fait  ' 
of  tba  line  and  other  veffeU  which  vf^t  deftroyed,  bccaufe 
U  was  not  the  praftiGe  to  grant  remuneration  for  Ihips  .de^^ 
Iboyed  at  fca»  it  was  only  where  they  were  captured  that  tho 
captoo  becaime  eotitkd  to  prtze-money»  head-oioneyi  &e. 
The  Committee  of  Privy  Council  however  recommended   , 
that  a  remuneration  (hould  be  given  for  thofe  fhips  which 
yere  brought  away  from  Toulon,  and  afterwards  employed 
ifk  his    Majefty's    fervice.     It    was    then    referred  to  the 
JLrordi  of  the  Admiralty   and   to   the   Mafter  General   of 
the  Ordnance^    to   report  the  value   of   thofe  (hipsi    and 
of  the    ordnance   ana  (lores  taken  in  them.    The  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  reported  the  value  of  the  (hips  at  236,742!;  • 
and  the  value  of  the  ordnance  and  fbores  at  28,594! .  1 4s.  1  o4d. 
On  thefe  reports  being  received,  the  Cotnmittee  of  Council 
fccommended   the  granting   of  a  remuneration .  to  Lord 
Hoed,  which  was  approved  of  by  his  Majefiy  in  council, 
and  it  was  upon  this  recommendation  approved  of  by  his 
Majefty,  that  he  fubmittcd  the  propofition  for  remuneration 
to  the  Committee.    In  con(idering  this  fubjed,  it  (hould  be 
fei9embered,  that  in  other  inftances  the  oflBcers  and  Teamen 
of  his  M^efty-s  navy  had  been  favoured  in  a  flmifar  manner 
to  that  now  propofed.     At  the  Helder  feveral  Dutch  (hips 
were  t.<ken  po{r€(rion  of  by  Admiral  Mitchell,  in  the  name  of 
the  Stallholder;  and   without  detrading  from  the  merit  of 
ihac  fervice,  would  any  than  fay  that  the  fervice  performed  by 
Lord  Hood  at  Toulon,  did  not  efljibii(h  at  Iea(i  an  equal 
claim  to  the  gratitude  of  the  country?  The  (hips  taken  aC 
the  Heldec  were  libelled  in  the  court  of  Admiralty,  but  never 
eondemned:  the.  (hrps.  taken  by  Lord  Hood  at  Toulon  had 
not  been  libelled;  but  would  any  man  fay,  that  if  they  had, 
ihey  might  ^ot  have  been  condemned?     The  diOinAion, 
however,  was  immaterial.     The   value  was  given  for  the 
(hips  taken  at  the  Helder.     Two  other  inftances  were,  the 
flii^  dcftroyed'  by  Lord  Nelfon  at   Aboukir,  and  thofe  dc'* 
ftfoyed  and  taken   at  Copenhagen,  in  both  which   compen-' 
btifH^  was  given.     He  only  alked  that  the  Houfe- would  not, 
in  this  inflance,  take  advantage  of  the  want  of  condemnation, 
and  that  they  would  give  the  officers  and  Teamen  employed  at 
Toulon  the  value  of  (hofe  (hips  which  they  had  taken,  and 
which  had  been  employed  in  his  Majefty's  fervice.     It  might 
be  alked,  if  the  claim  he  now  made  was  fo  juft,  how  had  it 
happened  that  it  was  not  brought  forward  fcioner.     From 
the  nature  of  the  terms  agreed  upon«wiih  refpe^l  to  the  (hips 
tiiken'pofleflion  of,  it  was  evident  it  could  r»ot  be  brought 
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forwtrd  dbring  the  v^ar.  Afterwards,  CoiAt  tftne  was  laketf 
upin  the  couGderation  of  the  fubjeCk.  The  reports  of  th^ 
Board  of  Admiralty  and  Ordnance  were  made  on  the  jift  of 
March  and  the  id  of  April  laft  year.  There  was  naneceffi^ 
ty  to  rccdl  to  the  recolleflion  of  Gentlemen  how  much'- Go-* 
vernment  and  Parliament  had  been  employed  from  the  tft  of 
4pril  Pcitlic  end  of  the  laft  feflion.  On  the  31ft  of  Auguft 
the  Privy  Council  finally  recommended  the  remuneration, 
and  it  was  approved  of  by  his  Maje(iy.  He  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  bring  forward  a  fubjed  of  fuch  importance  in  the 
prefent  feflion  previous  to  the  Chrif)mas  recefs,' When  rhc 
aittendance  was  thin,  and  afterwards  it  had  been  delayed  fi-om 
obvious  reafons.  .  He  wi(hed,  however,  that  whatever  Maoie 
might  be  attached  to  the  delay,  it  might  be  wholly  imputed 
to  him,  and  that  it  might  not  be  fufiered  to  injure  the  cau(e 
of  Lord  Hood,  or  the  officers  and  feamen  who  were  undet 
his  command,  and  who,  hetrufled,  would  experience  that 
attention  and  indulgence  which  the  Houfe  were  always  dtf- 
pofed  to  Aiew  to  Britlfli  tTfBcers  and  Brht(h  Teamen,  lie 
concluded  by  moving,  that  a  (iim  not  exceeding  265,336!.  be 
granted  tt>  his  Majet^y,  to  be  diftribuied  to  the  officers  and 
feamen.  under  the  command  of  Lord  Hood  at  the  capture  of 
Toalon,  being  the  eflimited  value  of  the  fhips  and  veflela 
taken  poflcflion  of  upon  that  occafion,  and  the  ordnance  and 
ftores  on  board  them. 

Captain  Pierupont  faid  that  he  had  arrived  at  Toulon  Toon 
after  the  event  referred  to  in  the  motion^  and'he  rofe  with 
pleafure  to  bear  leRimony  to  the  high  chirader  which  Lords 
Hood  and  Hotham  had  obtained  upon  that  oecafton.  If  thefe 
gallant  officers,  and  others  concerned  with  them,  had  loft 
their  lives  in  that  undertaking,  he  was  fure  that  the  Houfe 
would  have  had  no  hefitation  in  voting  that  niontimenttf 
ibould  be  ereded*to  their  memory.  Let  then  (obfenred 
the  hon.  Member)  the  ixuHion  before  the  Committee  be 
adopted ;  and  let  it  not  be  faid,  that  while  thoft  diftinguifbcd 
and  meritorious  officers  are  living,  we  withhold  fn^m  them 
their  bread,  the  juft  reward  of  their  fervices,  that  when  dtfad 
we  give  them  only  a  ftone. 

Mr.  Johnjhne  did  not  conceive  the  chara£ier  of  the  •fficer» 
alhided  to,  to  be  at  all  involved  in  the  difcuffion  of  this  motiir^t>» 
The  queftion  was,  whether  the  application  of  the  right  hon« 
Gentleman  was  to  be  confidered  on  the  ground  of  rrght  6f 
liberality.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had,  in  the  coarfe  of 
his  fpeech)  deduced  arguments  in  ftiipporrbf  the  propofitioif 
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from  both  thoJOe  fources ;  but  the  fubjeft  before  the  CommiN 
Ice  might  be  reduced  to  a  narrow  compafs,  namely,  whether 
ibofe  Alps  were  or  were  not  prizes.    The  mclination  of  his 
mind  was,  that  as  they  came  into  the  bands  of  the  officers 
Inentiooed,  not  in  confequpnce  of  a  capture,  but  of  a  conven* 
lion  with  the  people  of  Toulon,  they  could  not  be  legally 
idcemed  prizes  to  our  navy,  who  received  the  furrender;  and 
as  we  were  not  able  to  convey  thofe  Ihips  to  Louis  XVil. 
for  whofe  ufc  they  iJvere  transferred  to  us,  the  right  of  pro- 
jperty  andof  difpoflng  of  them  veiled,  according  to  law,  in  his 
Majefty,  and  not  in  thofe  who  had  obtained  poiTefEon  qt 
them  in  the  firft  inftance.    The  remunerations  granted  ta 
the  Captors  of  the  Dutch  fleet  at  the  Helder,  qr  to  thofe  who 
deftroyed,  &c.  the  Danilh  fleet,  at  Copenhagen,  he  maintain* 
,ti  had  no  analogy  to  the  cafe  now  under  confideration,  in* 
afmiichas,  in  the  former  of  the  two  other,  inflances,  the 
prizes  were  fiich  as  would  have  been  condemned  in  the  court 
of  Admiralty,  and  in  the  latter  the  (hips  were  a£tually  libel- 
led before  an  arrangement  was  made-by  Government  |o^  in- 
demnify the  captors.  If,  however,  it  fhould  be  determined  to 
grant  the  large  fum  fpecified  in  the  motion,  nptwithfiandji^ 
all  the  objedions  to  it  on  the  fcore  of  right,   and  notwub- 
ftanding  the  prefeht  peculiar  circumflances  of  the  country, 
he  would,  put  it  to  the  equity  of  the  Houfe,  whether  the 
land  army  employed  in  this  expedition  had  not  an  equal  title 
to  prize  money  with  the  feamen  and  marines  ?  Upon  every 
principle  he  wasof  opintdn  that  they  had  aright  to  a  fair  pro* 
portion.     As  to  the  decifton  of  the  cafe  altogether,  he  would 
much  rather  fee  it  referred  to  the  judgment  of  the  iearne4 
Gentleman  on  the  t^eafury  bench(Sir  Wm.  Scott),  in  hisofS- 
cial  capacity,  than  have  it  brought  at  all  before  that  Houfe. 
That  learned  Gentleman  would  not,   he  was  pretty  confi- 
dent, determine  in  favour  of  the  asgument  which  the  right 
hon.  Mover  had  derived  from  a  Bo;ion  of  right  upon  the  part 
of  the  perfons  to  whom  this  motion  alluded*,  and  if  it  could 
not  be  maintained,  which  he  thought  it  would  be  a  boldnefs, 
to  exped,  that  thofe  officers,  &c.  coi^ld  not  claim  reimburfe* 
inent  on  the  ground  of  right,  iind  that  the  application  was  to 
reJ}  upon  liberality,  could  it  bp  pretended,  he  would  aik,  tbi^t 
this  fum  was  not  infinitely  more  than  the  fervices  perform^ 
at  TiHjlon  entitled  the  force  engaged  to.  look  for?  Qould  it  be 
faid,  that  io  accede  to  it  would  not  be  inconfiAent  with  that 
ceconomy  which  Mioifters  had  obferved  fince  they  came  intp 
office,  and  for  which  indeed  they  had  had  i)0  ^^(ample  from 
yoi.1l.  i8o3-4»  Sf  their 
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their  prcdcceflTors ?  In  concluding,  the  fion.  Member  cod- 
tended,  that  the  long  time  which  had  elapfed  Hnce  the  aflfair 
at  Toulon  took  place,  during  which  no  attempt  had  been 
made  by  the  parties  interefted  to  prefer  any  claim  in  a  legal 
way,  to  the  inveftigation  of  which  ihe  war  could  have  been 
no  bar,  was  in  iifelf  a  prcfumpiive  evidence  that  thofe  par- 
ties felt  themfelves  that  they  had  no  right  to  the  remuneration 
■which  the  motion  before  the  Commiiice  propofed  to  grant 
them. 

Sir  Heme  Popham  fpofcc  to  the  following  efFeS: — Sir,  the. 
queftion  before  the  Committee,  on  which  I  did  not  expeft 
any  difference  of  opiuion^  is  fo  intimately  conneded  with  the 
profeflion  lo  which  I  have  the  honour  of  belonging,  that  I 
cannot  refift  offering  a  few  remarks  on  the  fubjcft,  efpeciSilty 
as  neither  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
nor  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  have  fairly  and  cor- 
reftly  dated  the  cafe  with  refpedl  to  this  point;  whether  the 
French  fleet  was  delivered  over  to  the  noble  and  gallant  Ad- 
ntiralj  or  whether  it  was  taken  poflellion  of  by  a  military 
operation.  That  the  operation  might  have  been  combined 
I  have  no  doubt,  and  that  intercourfe  might  have  been  had 
with  fome  of  the  fictibus  in  Toulon  is  alfo  very  probable, 
but  the  predominant  feature  was  certainly  miliary.  Oiv  the 
a^A  of  Auguft,  Lord  Hood  appeared  off  Toulon  with  14 
fail  of  the  line,  where  he  found  Adnriiral  St.  Julien  (a  creature 
df  the  Republic)  in  command  of  the  French  fleet  of  feventeen 
fail  of  the  line,  and  who  had  fufpended  Admiral  Trogoflfe 
from  all  his  functions  and  command,  andconfequently  all  the 
expeded  co-operation  on  the  part  of  TrogofFe  was  at  an  end, 
and  the  gallant  Admiral  decided  to  attack  the  French  fleet  in 
the  formidable  pofition  in  which  it  was  moored;  and  like  a 
great  General  (having  long  edablifhed  his  charaderasa  great 
Admiral)  he  dtfembarked  the  part  of  the  army  ferving  in  his 
fleet  with  the  marines,  and  took  poiTeflion  of  Fort  La  Nfalgue. 
After  this  was  atchieved,  did  he  not  fend  a  flag  of  truce  to  St. 
Julien  the  French  Admiral,  and  make  a  dtfpofitlon  to  attack 
his  fleet  at  anchor  from  the  batteries  of  La  Malgue,  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  Britifli  fleet?  Thefe  preparations,  and  the 
name  of  the  noble  Admiral,  and  the  recolledion  of  the  vic- 
tories that  compofed  its  glory,  had  the  greateft  ttkSi  on  St. 
Julien:  the  Britifli  Admiral's  condu£i  at  Baflle  Terre,  where 
he  manoeuvred  the  French  Admiral  De  Grafle  from  his 
anchorage,  and  took  poiTeflion  of  it,  was  frefli  in  St.  Julien *s 
ihcmory  \  he  knew  he  had  to  contend  with  a  man  who  bad 
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been   in  the  habits  of  turning  ht$  countrymen  out  of  their 
roadfteads  and  taking  pofTcflion  of  them,  and  that  the  fame 
military  talent  might  be   applied  here.     Shall   we,  fays  St. 
Julicn  to  his  partifanSy  give  another  opporiunity  of  adding 
new  iaurels  to  the  Englilh  flag,  and  increaflog  the  difgrace 
of  France  ?     No!  let  us  retire,  let  us  join  the  army  of  Car- 
teaux,  raiher  than  riH  the  ifTue  of  a  battle.     Thcfc  were  t(fe 
inotives  which  induced  St.  Julien  to  dcfert  his  fleet,  accom* 
panied  with  the  crews  of  feven'  ihips  mod  attached  to  him» 
jt  the  very  moment  the  Britifh  Admiral  was  about  to  enter 
U>  attack  him.     Csn  this  then  be  called  a  convention  ?  No  ; 
there  was  no  condition,  no  conveniion  between  the  contend- 
ing cummandeis.     And  even   in  this,  as  well  as.  after  Lord 
Jiood  entered  Toulon,  he  was  feen  to  afi  not  onl^y  as  a  gal- 
lant naval  officer,  but  alfo  as  a  great  General,  and  confum- 
mate  ftatefman  ;  and  then  wheiher  the  fleet  furrendered,  or 
was  taken  for  Louis  XVI.  the  operation  to  all  indents  and 
purpofes  muft  be  confidered  as  a  military  operation,  and  is 
entitled  to  the  highefi  praife.     It  was  difficult    to  fay  upon 
what  ground  a  claim   fo  well  founded   could  be  cbjedc(j  to. 
If  the  idea  is  to  go  abroid  that  fly  liberality  of  the  Houfe  will 
not  (hew  itfelf  to  ftgnal  fervices  at  the  recommendation  of 
his  Majefty,  what  dilconraging  efFcdls  may  it  nor  produce? 
Even  at  this  moment,  when  Lord  Nelfon  is  blockading  that. 
fame  port  of  Toulon;  when  perhaps  he  is  on  the  eve  of  cap* 
luring  the  French  fleet  either  by  valour  or  negociation,  is  it  to 
be  held  out  that  for  fuch  fervices  there  is  to  be  no  reward, 
becaufe  they  may  be  faid  to  be  atchieved  by  a  convention  ? 
I  contend  that  Lord  Hood's  conciudt  throughout  the  whole  of 
this  buflnefs  evinced  the  higheft  fenfc  of  honour,  and  the  moll 
refined  delicacy.     The  quedion  in  my  opinion  is  of  the  firft 
importance,  and  I  recommend  it  to  the  ferious  confideration 
of  the  Houfe,  and  warn  them  how  they  permit  either  fophif- 
try,  or  a  mere  quibble  of  the  law  to  fruOrate  the  claims  of 
acknowledged  merit  to  the  flrongeft  proofs  of  their  liberality. 
Aware  of  ihe  great  and  in'erefting   bufmcfs  now  (landing  in 
fuccefTion  in  the  order  of  the  day,  1  fhjll  not  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee further,  and  earneflly  hope  the  remuneration  recom- 
mended by  his  Majefly  in  council  will  be  voted  without  an- 
other diffent  tent  voice, 

Mr.  Creevey  confidered  this  motion  to  involve  a  queflion 
more. proper  for  the  Admiralty  Court  to  decide  upon  than 
that  Houfe,  and  as  he  knew  of  nothing  more  dangerous  than 
^njf  interference  on  the  part  of  the  HoMfe  with  whatever  bc- 
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longed  to  the  jurirdiAion  of  the  courts  of  law,  he  would  op^ 
pofe  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  explained  what  he  had 
faid  with  refped  to  the  original  capture  of  thofe  (hips.  He 
admitted  that  there  was  fomething  of  the  charafier  of  a  con* 
vention  about  it»  but  not  fuch  a  one  as  th^t  attributed  to  it  by 
the  learned  Gentleman  on  the  other  fide.  He  denied  that  he 
had  ever  prefled  this  motion  as  a  claim  of  right  ^  he  urged  it 
afs  an  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  the  Houfe;  and  he  confefled 
that  he  felt  it  to  be  an  appeal  to  fomething  more  than  libera-r 
lity,  confiderlng  all  the  circumflancesy  although  he  had  relied 
on  that  principally,  and  he  ^was  perfuaded  it  was  that 
to  which  a  deferving  Britifh  officer  could  never  apply 
in  vain.  When  the  peculiar  nature  t>f  this  cafe  was  can- 
didly viewed,  when  the  time  which  thofe  (hips  had  been  ia 
ufe,  and  the  benefit  rcfulting  therefrom  to  the  country  wa^ 
confideredy  he  truded  that  no  difference  of  opinion  could  arife 
as  to  the  propriety  of  granting  to  thofe  gallant  officers  a  ful) 
equivalent,  particularly  as  it  muft  be  recolleAed  that  the  ap- 
plication was  not  new  in  principle,  but  rccognifed  by  the 
cafes  to  which  he  had  already  referred,  cafes  which  he  con- 
tended were  analogous  to  that  before  the  Comnriittee. 

Dr,  Laurence  wifhed  it  to  be  diflin£lly  underftood,  that  li- 
berality was  the  only  ground  upon  which  this  motion  reRed^ 
and  in  fuch  a  cafe  he  certainly  was  not  difpofed  to  be  a  nig- 
gardly remunerator  to  any  of  thofe  gallant  men  who  formed 
the  pride  and  glory  of  the  country.  The  learned  Gentleman 
took  notice  of  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Admiral  (Sir  Home 
Popham}  that  he  Oiouid  accede  to  the  motion  before  the 
Committee  led  the  reje£lion  of  it  (bould  damp  the  zeal  of  our 
fleets,  particularly  that  now  probably  before  Toulon.  For 
himfelf  he  felt  no  apprehenfion  on  that  fcore.  ^Whatever 
might  be  the  refult  of  the  prefent  motion,  he  knew  the  gal- 
lant and  difmterefted  chara£ler  of  our  navy  too  well  to  fup- 
pofe  that  any  conCderation  of  gain  could  ftimulate  them,  or 
any  apprehenfion  of  lofs  could  reftrain  them  from  the  utmoft 
exertion  of  their  duty.  He  recommended  that  further  time 
ihould  be  taken  fully  to  examine  the  nature  of  this  queftion 
before  the  motion  (hould  be  adopted;  and  he  thought  that  a 
motion  of  this  nature  (hould  be  preceded  by  a  refolution  of 
the  Houfe  as  to  the  fa6t  of  the  merit  of  the  force  to  whom  the 
propofcd  reward  was  to  be  given.  Hef  concluded  with  ac- 
Ictiowlejging  the  conduct  of  Minifters,  in  thus  fubmitting 
(he  roeafurc  ta  the  confideration  of  the  tloufe^  lo  \^  no* 
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thing  more  than  a  performance  of  theit  duty ;  but  depre- 
cated any  hafty  decmon. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcSequir  faid,  that  the  learned 
Gentleman  had  done  Minifters  nothing  more  than  juftice 
in  ftating,  that  they  had  brought' this  motion  fbrnrard  from 
a  fenfe  of  duty.  .  As  to  the  diilinfiion  made  between  the 
grounds  ofright  and  liberality,  ^thc  propofition  of  this  claim 
to  Parliament  was  itfelf  a  proof  that  it  was  not  conceived  to" 
reft  upon  the  ground  of  right ;  for  if  it  was,  no  fuch  appli-* 
paiion  need  iiave  been  made.  Neither  of  the  cafe)  referred 
to,  namely,  thofe  of  tlic  Helder  and  Copenhagen,  were 
brought  before  Parliament.  The  right  of  his  Majcfty  to 
grant  a  remuneration  for  thofe  ihips  was  not  doubted ;  but 
yet,  from  the  amount  of  the  prefent  claim,  and  from  the 
time  which  had  gone  by  (ince  the  expedition  to  Toulon, 
referred  to  in  the  motion,  an  application  to  Parliament  was 
deemed  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding. 

Sir  Home  Potham^  in  allufion  to  the  notice  tajcen  of  his 
fentimeuts  by  the  learned  Genllcmai;  on  the  lower  bench, 
faid,  th^t  perhaps  in  his  anxiety  for  the  adoption  of  the 
motion  before  the  Houfe,  he  might  have  ufed  expreiSons 
too  ftrong  i  but  yet  he  hoped  it  was  not  fuppofed  that  he 
could  be  capable  of  thinking  a  Britilh  feaman  would  be 
influenced  by  fuch  motives  as  the  learned  Gentleman  had 
Inferred  from  ihofe  expreffions, 

Dr,  Lauvtnce  faid,  he  had  only  animadverted  on  the  fen- 
timent  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Admiral,  in  order  to  have  it 
difclaimed* 

Mr.  W.  Smith  thought,  that  when  it  was  propofed  to 
vote  away  a  funi  of  fuch  magnitude  as  that  fpccified  in  the 
motion,  no  bufinefs  aibout  to  be  brought  forward  Ihould 
prevent  Gentlemen  from  fully  ftating  their  opinions  as  to 
the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  the  vote.  However  much  he 
refpefted  the  character  oT  the  navy  in  genera),  or  admired 
the  coodud  of  the  gallant  admirals  to  whom  the  motion  re- 
ferred, or  however  warm  his  fricndfliip  for  naval  officers 
ivho  were  interefted  in  the  motion,  he  could  not  perfuade 
tiimfelf  to  vote  for  the  propofition  before  the  Committee 
under  the  prefent  circumftahces,  although  he  came  down  to 
the  Houfe  almoft  rcfolved  to  do  fo.  This  opinion  he  con- 
fefled  was  changed,  by  the  arguments  he  had  heard,  and 
which  convinced  him  that  further  time  was  ncccflary  to  in-? 
quire  into  the  cafe.  It  was  necefliiry  to  afcertain  whether 
thefe  fhips  were  valued  properly,  whether  the  fum  propofed 
to  bc.jji'anted  was  too  mucii  or  too  little,  and  to  whom  and 
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I)Ow  it  ougli^  to  be  diftributed.  If  the  claim  was  founded 
on  right,  the  Hoiife  fliould  not  ufurp  the  privilege  of  the 
Admiralty  Court  by  deciding  upon  it.  I'hefe,  however, 
were  points  upon  which,  if  time  were  allowed,  the  Houfe 
would  be  competent  to  determine  fairly,  and  alio  upon  that 
which  was  very  material,  namely,  how  many  land  troops 
co-operated  with  the  naval  force  "at  Toulon,  and  what  pro- 
portion of  this  prize  money  they  were  entitled  to.  He  urged 
as  an  additional  argument  for  farther  time,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  privy  council  recommending  this  meafurc 
tad  only  been  printed  two  days.  On  the  whole,  there  were 
many  reafons  for  fijrther  time,  and  notic  that  were  forcible 
fur  the  fudden  difcuifion  required  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  Treafury  bench. 

Jdmiral  Berkeley  laid,  that  the  foldiers  on  board  Lord 
Hood's  fleet  at  the  time  the  French  fliips  were  taken  pof- 
feflion  of,  were  unqueftionably  entitled  to  their  (hare  of  this 
prize  money,  but  none  of  the  troops  which  arrived  at  Toulon 
lubfequent  to  that  tranfadion. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  thought  that  there  was 
i}o  doubt  that  foldiers  in  the  fituation  on  board  defcribed  by 
the  hon.  Admiral,  would,  in  the  diilribution  of  the  prize-* 
iponey,  be  confidered  as  marines. 

Sir  IVilliam  Scott  declined  to  give  any  opinion  upon  the 
general  quedion  implicated  in  this  motion,  as  it  came  to  b<; 
decided  upon  h^  him  in  other  circumftances ;  but  with  re- 
Ijpedl  to  the  fubjeft  alluded  to  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  who 
fpoke  laft,  he  ftated  that  foldiers  ferving  on  board  the  fleets 
i^ere  entitled  to  their  (hare  of  prize  money  as  marines. 

Mr,  Klnnaird  confidcTcd  this  a  queflion  of  much  import* 
4nce.  He  would  aik,  whether,  if  the  Bourbon  family  (hould 
be  reftored  to  the  throne  of  France,  the  Houfe  might  not 
be  again  ^a|led  upon  to  give  a  remuneration  for  thofe  (hips  ? 
He  thought  fucb  a  claim  in  fuch  an  event  not  improbable^ 
and  for  that  and  other  realons  he  would  oppofe  the  motion^ 
ajjnd  mov^  the  previous  queftiun. 

This  motion  was  confidered  irregular  in  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Johri/lone  obferved,  that  Lord  Mulgrave  was  at  Tou-r 
Ion,  and  a(ked  if  it  was  intended  in  the  prupofed  diftributioq 
of  this  prize  money  that  his  Lordfliip  (hquld  fliare  as  a  ma- 
rine ?  The  hon.  Member  faid,  that  he  underilood  t^iere 
were  four  regiments  of  land  forces  at  Toulon,  who  were  en- 
titled to  their  proportion  of  this  remqneration. 
J  Admiral  Berk/ley  faid,  there  w^re  only  two  regiment^ 
lerving  as  marine:?. 
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Sir  C.  Pole  obferved,  that  the  force  which  was*at  Toulori 
Under  General  O'Hara  arrived  after  the  (hips  were  cap- 
tured, and  therefore  had  no  claim  to  any  of  the  money  pro- 
pofed  to  be  voted, 

Mr.  Windham  thought  the  refuit  of  all  the  difcuffion  was 
this,  that  the  Houfe  could  not  then  come  to  any  decifion 
upon  the  fubjeft,  and  confidering  the  queftion  exceedingly 
complicated,  he  wi(hed  that  further  time  (houid  be  allowed 
to  examine  its  details  ;  fo  fully  perfuaded  was  he  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  for  fuch  time,  that  if  any  hon.  Member  would  move 
that  the  Chairman  (hould  leave  the  chair,  he  would  fiip- 
port  him. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  rofe  and  moved  that  the  Chairman  ihould 
leave  the  chair. 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divifion;  and  the 
original  motion  wtis  carried.  The  Houfe  t^fumcd,  and  tht 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day, 

IRISH   MILITIA. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  moved  the  confideration  of  his  Ma- 
jetty's  meflage,  relative  to  the  offers  made  by  feveral  regi- 
ments of  Irifh  militia  to  extend  their  fervices  to  tbb 
country. 

Sir  K  Burdett  immediately  rofe  to  ftate,  that  he  wifhed 
to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  calling  the  attentioil  of 
the  Houfe  to  this  fubjedt,  which  he  thought  involved  con- 
fiitutional  quettions  of  the  higheft  importance.  He  wduM 
not  then  go  into  any  difcuflion  on  the  bufincfs,  but  wifhed 
it  to  be  underftood  that  he  ihould,  on  a  future  day,  bring 
the  matter  under  conlideration. 

Mr.  Secretary  Tcrke^  after  the  reading  of  the  meilage>  al- 
luded to  the  iatisfa<Stion  which  he  was  fure,  in  commoa 
with  every  other  Member  of  the  Houfe,  he  felt,  at  the  pa- 
triotic difplay  exhibited  by  the  militia  of  Ireland,  in  offering 
to  extend  their  fervices  -to  this  country.  They  had  nobly 
come  forward  at  a  great  crifis,  when  this  part  of  the  uAtted 
kingdom  was  threatened  by  a  moft  formidable  invadoit,  and 
when  the  means  of  carrying  that  attempt  into  effed  had 
been  allowed  a  long  interval  to  be  carried  into  perfe^oa 
Such  a  difplay  of  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  conftitution 
of  the  united  empire*  mutt  preclude  every  idea  of  oppdii^ 
tion  to  the  addrefs,  which  he  (hould  feel  it  his  duty  to  move 
on  the  meflfage,  which  had  been  read  to  the  Houie*  It  wa& 
in  the  true  fcnfe  of  the  word,  a  liberal  and  generous  rfetum 
to  that  example  of  iimilar  diiintereftednefs  and  patnotifooi 
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which,  on  a  former  occ^fion,  when  freland  was  threatened 
%irith  terrible  clirafters»  had  been  cjifplayed  by  the  militia  of 
this  coantry .  Though  the  meffage  of  his  Majefty  referred  to 
this  particular  point,  yet  as  it  was  in  the  contepplaiion  of  his 
Majefty's  Minifters  to  introduce  fume  meafures  calculated 
to  place  the  military  force  of  the  country  on  a  more  esctei^ 
£ve  eftablilhment,  he  hoped  he  fliould  meet  with  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Houfe  if  he  took  the  prefent  opportunity  of 
explaining  generally  what  was  the  nature  of  the  improve* 
ments  to  be  introduced.     Before  he  entered  on  this  (late* 
jnent»  he  however.wiflied  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  fome  views  refpcfling  the  prefent  iituation  of  the  army, 
which  had  been  very  much  mifreprefented  throughout  the 
country.     With  this  view  he  thought  it  muft  be  confidered 
important  by  the  Houfe  to  compare  what  was  the  adual 
amount  of  our  military  edablifhment  at  the  prefent,  and  at 
two  preceding  periods.     The  periods  to  which  he  referred 
were  Oftober  1801,  when  the  preliminaries  were  figned« 
thcftateofthe  army  in  the  beginning  of  April  1803,  and 
on  the  firft  of  March  in  the  prefent  year.     He  (hould  begin 
by  referring  to  what  was  the  aAual  ftate  of  our  army  at  the 
begifuimg  of  the  prefent  month.     At  the  prefent  moment 
the  force  of  the  country  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty  >one,  compofed  of  re* 
golar  cavalry,  of  regiments  of  the  line,  and  of  militia.     The 
amount  of  the  artillery  is  about  fourteen  thoufand.     He 
wifhed  next  to  advert  to  What  was  the  {late  of  our  milU 
tary  force  in  the  beginning  of  Odtober  1801.     In  the  one 
cafe.it  was  to  be  confidered  that  there  was  a  renewal  of  hof- 
tilities  not  extending  beyond  ten  months,  whereas  in  the 
other  the  war  had  continued  for  more  than  nine  years.  In 
the  firft  period  after  a  war  of  nine  years,  the  total  amount  of 
our  military  force  of  every  defcription  did  not  exceed  two 
liundred  and  fixty-fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety«-five 
men ;  k  that  the  total  difference  in  that  period,  add  at  the 
beginning  of  March,  was  not  more  than  fourteen  thoufand 
on  the  whole  view  of  our  military  ellablifhment.     Our  mi- 
litary force  at  this  lafl  period,  it  was  to  be  obferved  alfo» 
included  twenty-five  thoufand   fencibfes,  a  defcription  of 
force  which  was  at  this  moment  not  in  exiftencCi     He 
wiihed  next  to  allude  to  what  was  theflate  of  the  army  in 
Aprii  1803,  a  month  after  the  delivery  of  his  Majefty's  mef- 
£4^,  and  previous  to  the  declaration  of  hoftiiities.    The 
wllole  amount  of  the  regular  cavalry,  infantry,  and  militia, 
in  foglaqd  and  Ireland,  was  upwards  of  124,000  men« 
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There  was  nothiog  furely  in  this  ftatement  which  (hewed 
that  the  Government  had  fuffered  the  military  efiabiifhment 
to  fall  lower  than  the  circumftances  of  the  country  required : 
butiaOdober  1 30 1»  after  a  war  of  nine  years,  the  force  in 
exifience   in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  was  more  than 
30,000  below  what  it  is  ia  March  180^ ;  and  in  March  1 804 
the  force  is  more  than  60»000  above  what  it  was  in  l803. 
As  to  the  number  of  regular  infantry  in  Ireland,  he  wi(hed 
to  put  the  Houfe  hi  pol^iHon  of  the  real  fiate  of  fa£ls.     In 
1801  the  number  of  the  regular  infantry  in  that  pairt^of  the 
united  Ipngdom,  was  about  1 2,000,  the  number  of  fencibles 
was  ;20,0Q0,  and  the  number  of  militia  was  about  28,000. 
But  how  did  the  matter  ftand  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances ?     Inhere  were  now  in  Ireland  upwards  of  28,000  of 
the  iineft  and  beft  difciplined  regular  infantry  that  ever  be- 
longed to  the  Britifh  empire  ;  b^ildes  22,000  good  militia. 
It  was  clear,  indeed,  that  during  the  late  war,  there  was 
nominally  a  greater  force  in  Ireland,  but  it  was  not  lefs 
clear,  that  the  defcription  of  force  now  employed,  was 
much  fuperior  to  what  was  then  relied  on  for  tlie  fecurity 
of  tliat  country.     In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  now,  our  re- 
gular infantry  was  no  lefs  than  ninety  thoufand,  whereas  ia 
1801  it  was  not  above  fifty  thoufand.     This,  upon  the 
whole,  was  a  degree  of  force  which  he  conceived  mufl 
lliew,  that  no  exertion  had  been  fpared  to  make  adequate 
provifion   for  our,  defenfive  fyftem.     Formidable  as  were 
the  dangers  wliich  threatened  the  couniry,  they  were,  he 
was  convinced,^  not  by  any  means  fo  alarming  as   thofe 
which  hung  over  the  country  during  the  time  of  the  cxift- 
ence  of  the  northern  confederacy.     If  that  confederacy  had 
not  been  put  down  by  4he  bravery  of  our  naval  defenders, 
and  if  it  had  not  pleafed  Providence  to  cut  off  the  late  Em- 
peror of  Ruilia,  the  confequences  might  have  been  formi- 
dable, in  the«higheft  degree.     But  having  dated  this,  h9 
thought  that  be  (hould  not  be  fuppofed  guilty  of  any  extra* 
ordinary  degree  of  prefumption  when  he  contended,  that  it 
was  not  fair  or  juft  to  afiert  that  no  adequate  efforts  had 
beea  empknred  to  colled  or  embody  the  force  of  the  coun* 
try.  He  wimed  for  tl»s  purpofe  to  defcribe  in  a  few  words, 
what  was  the  real  amount  of  the  force  aAually  coUe£ted  in 
the  courfe  of  fourteen  months,  computing  from  Decembes 
1802,  to  February  in  1804.     The  right  bun.  Gentleman  ac* 
cordiogly  went  over  the  different  dei'criptions  of  force  raifed 
witbia  this  period,  the  refuit  of  vrbich  be  ftated  to  be,  that 
there  was  a  total  of  no  lefs  than  a  hundred  and  ninety-two 
Vot.  11.  1803-4.  T  t  thoufand 
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thoufind  one  hundred  and  iixty-nine  men,  raifed  for  the 
Various  iTpecies  of  the  public  ferviee.    Allowing  tben»  that 
the  danger  which  threatened  the  country  had  been  ever  fo 
formidable ;    admitting  that  the  zeal,  and  energy  of  the 
country  had  been  ever  fo  fpontaneous,  he  rouft  be  per* 
mitted  to  obfervc,  that  the  collcftion  offuch  a  force  within 
fourteen  months,  was  the  moft  fatisfadory  evidence  againft 
any  charge,  that  a  proper  degree  of  vigilance  had  not  been 
employed  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty's  Government.     The 
circumftahces  under  which  this  vaft  augmentation  to  the 
natiotial  force  had  been  procured,  were  alfo  another  evi- 
dence which  difproved  any  want  of  proper  exertion  to  pro- 
vide for  the  fecurity  of  the  empire.    The  fourteen  montbtt 
during  which  this  fupply  bad  been  procured,   had  been 
marked  by.  the  cheapnefs  and  abundance  of  provi/ions  of 
all  forts.     There  was  no  ftagnation  of  trade.    On  the  con* 
trary,  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe  that  the  (hops  of  the 
manufaAurers  were  as  full  as  at  any  former  period*^    So 
much  indeed  was  this  the  cafe,  that  no  temptation  was  held 
out  to  recruiting  hitherto  for  the  army  or  navy,  arifing  ftona 
ivant  of  employment.     For  defenfive  purpofes  thea  there 
was  no  reafon  to  contend  that  fuitable  provifion  had  not 
been  made,  and  a  defenlive  fyftem  was  the  firft  ohjeft  of 
coniideration.    The  next  queftion  came  to  be,  in  what  way 
A  difpofable  force  for  ofFenfive  purpofes  was  to  be  procured. 
For  almoft  any  poffible  idea  of  defenfive  conteft,.our  force, 
what  had  been  already  done,  was  perhaps  even  more  tbaa 
adequate ;  but  in  the  prelent  conteft  we  had  to  look  for- 
ward to  more  diftant  and  more  extenfive  objeds.     In  the 
profecution   of  the   war,  a  happier  period  of  }ts  progrefs 
might  arrive.     The  powers  of  the  Continent,   now  bent 
under  the  iron  yoke  of  France,  now  levelled  to  the  duft 
under  the  detefted  fceptreof  a  moft  odious  defpotifm,  mi^ht 
be  enabled  to  raife  up  their  heads  againft  their  oppreilor  ; 
and  what  could  then  be  more  important  than  for  Britain  to 
have  the  means  of  aAing  ofFcnfively  in  a  conteft  in  which 
the  liberties  of  all   nations   were  fo  materialJy  involved  ? 
Under  fuch   circumftances  we  might  be  able  not  only  to 
'  ihew  France,  but  the  whole  world,  that  this  country,  even 
fingle-handed,  was  capable  of  maintaining  a  conteft  with 
the  moft  powerful  and  the  moft  ambitious  ftate  in  Europe. 
With  a  view  then  to  fuch  operations,  his  Majefiy*s  Minify 
tors  had  looked  forward  to  the  means  of  augmenting  our 
difpofable  force.    The  plans  for  procuring  this  augmenta* 
tion  were  already  partly  in  progrefs,  and  otbeis  would  be 
^  produced 
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produced  as  foon  as  ciicumftances  could  admit.  He  wiflied 
to  take  the  prefent  opportunity  of 'laving  before  the  Houfe 
a  general  outline,  of  tliefe  plans,  referving  the  details  till  a 
future  period,  when  it  would  be  his  duty  to  fubmit  the 
whole  bufincfs  to  the  full  and  fair  confideralion  of  the 
Houfe^  What  he  was  defirous  of  now  doing  was,  to  ftate 
what  was  the  plan  of  Government  on  this  very  interefting 
fubjedi  and  what  were  the  means,  dired  and  collateral,  fAr 
carrying  his  propofitions  into  cfFed.  What  had  hitherto 
been  actually  determined  on  was,  that  an  augmeiltation 
of  the  cavalry  to  the.amount  of  3500,  was  to  take  place. 
The  guards  were  alfo  to  be  augmented  to  the  amount  of 
two  thoufand,  to  be  incorporated  with  the  feveral  battalions. 
.Eight  new  regiments  of  infantry,  confiding  each  of  a 
thoufand  men,  were,  to  be  raifed,  and  ten  battalions  to  be 
attached  to  old  regiments  to  be  formed,  which,  with  fome 
•other  inferior  augmentations,  would  make  up  a  force  of 
twenty-five  thoufand  meOi  It  was  alfo  propofed  that  the 
foreign  corps  fhould,  as  far  as  polTible,  be  encouraged.  The 
Houfe  would  recolle^t^  that  during  the  late  war  thefe  corpfi 
were  numerous  and  well  appointed.  In  the  prefent  war  it 
was  obvious  that  the  difficulty  of  railing  fuch  corps  was 
much  greater  than  during  the  late  war;  but  every  exertion 
was  ufed  to^ive  every  fort  of  encouragement  to  this  means  of 
augmenting  the  regular  difpofable  force.  From  die  troops  to 
be  fo  raifed,  and  the  corps  to  be  employed  as  levies  for 
America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  the  Whole  additional  force 
would  not  be  (hort  of  forty  thoufand  men.  The  nextquef- 
tion  came  to  be,  by  what  mode  this  great  augmentation  tp 
our  regular  force  CouM  be  moft  eafily  and  mod  conveniently 
obtained.  On  this  head  he  would  beg  leave  to  ftate  to  the 
Houfe  his  ideas  as  briefly  as  poffible.  It  was  not  by  any 
means  his  intention,  in  any  of  the  alterations  he  meant  to 
bring  forward,  to  enter  on  any  radical  change  in  the  mili- 
tary fyftem  of  the  country.  A  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo* 
iite  (Mr.  Windham)  had,  on  various  occaflons,  alludea  to 
the  necefiity  of  new  modelling  the  whole  of  that  eftablilh^f 
ment,  and  the  expediency  of  placing  the  terms  of  fervic^t 
as  far  as  the  period  of  time  was  concerned,  on  a  quite  dif- 
ferent footing  from  that  on  which  they  now  ftood.  He  did 
not  at  all  mean  to  deny  that  this  was  a'fubje£t  highly  worthy 
of  the  attention  not  only  of  the  military  adminiftration  of 
the  country,  but  of  the  moft  ferious  coniidcration  of  the  le« 
gtflaturr.  It  was,  however,  a  fubjeft  not  to  be  entered  on 
irichoui  the  grayeft  inquiry,  and  without  weighing  well  all 
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the  circumftances'  connedcd  with  the  rffeft  of  a  change  <rf 

fo  extenfjve  a  tiature  as  that  to  which  he  had  now  aUuded. 

He  dech'ncd  entering  into  argutociit  on  the  Aibjed  on  the 

prefeht  occafion,  aiyi  he  adverted  to  it  principally  with  the 

view  of  preventing  any  objeflions  to  the  propofitions  be 

meant  to  fuhnriit  to  the  Houfe,  drawn  from  an  opinion  that 

thQ  fyfiem  to  which  he  had  now  refeiTcd  had  efcaped  his 

notice.     It  wonld  have  been  eafy  for  him,  had  he  cntcrrf 

on  the  fubjed,  to  have  (hewn  that'  even  if  it  had  been 

brought  forward  at  this  time,  a  coniiderable  time  mud  have 

elapfed  before  it  was  brought  to  any  fort  of  perfeAion,  or 

rattier,  before  it  had  been  attempted  to  be  reduced  to  prac 

tice.     In  the  Auftrian  fervice  the  plan  of  limited  TerviCe  had 

been  decided  on  fo  far  back  as  the  period  of  the  concluiion 

of  the  treaty  of  Lunevilie,  but  it  was  not  till  the  prefent 

year  that  the  meafure  was  firft  attempted  to  be  reduced  to 

any  exteniive  pradica!  arrangement.     If  this  was  the  cafe 

in  Auftria,  where  col'onial  fervice  was  utterly  unknown,  but 

where  the  engagements  of  the  foldiery  were  confined  to  a 

few  of  the  neighbouring  provinces  of  the  fame  empire,  how 

much  more  evident  was  it  that  fo  important  an  alteration 

could  hot  be  introduced  into  our  fervice  without  the  fulleft 

and  graved  deliberation  as  to  the  confequenccs  likely  tore- 

fult  from  it,  not  onlv  as  applicable  to  a  great  crifis,  but  as 

a  permanent  eftablimment  r    Without  then  going  further 

into  this  bufinefs  at  prefent,  he  would  proceed  to  mention, 

what  after  the  fulleft  confideration  appeared  to  him  the 

means  beft  calculated,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  encourage 

and  promote  the  improvements  which  he  wifhed  to  eih- 

blifh.    With  a  view  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  defenfivc 

force  ^e  were,  as  he  had  already  obferved,  to  look  to  the 

moft  effectual  mode  of  increafing  our  regular  difpofible 

military  eftablifhment — [Here  there  feem^  fome  inclina* 

lion  to  laughter  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe.] — ^Tbe 

right  hon.  Gentleman  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  perhaps 

fome  hon.  Qentlemen  oppofite  might  think  this  declaration 

a  very  extraordinary  admifiion.     He  really  could  not  view  it 

in  this  light,  and  he  might  further  be  allowed  to  fay,  that 

he  faw  DO  room  for  exultation,  even  if  the  admiiCoa  were 

conceded  on  his  part.     He  needed  not  to  remind  thofe  boQ. 

Gentlemen^  that  even  the  wifeft  adminiftrations  Were  feme* 

times  condefcending  enough  to  give  up  plans  which  fot 

years  tl>ey  had  attempted  to  carry  on  without  fuccefs*  What 

Minifters  had  firft  above  all  things  to  confider  was,  how,  in 

the  ihortipft  ^iven  fpace,  the  defenfive  fyftem,  which  an  ex« 
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Iraofdinary  danger  called  for,  could  be  moft  fpeedity  conv- 
pleted.  The  militia  and  the  army  of  refervCy  therefore^ 
iirft  engaged  theii*  attention,  and  to  their  completion  the 
whole  efforts  of  GoVernment  were  diredled.  At  this  mo- 
ment the  militia  of  England  was  witinn  five  thoufand  of 
being  fiiled  up,  whereas  lafl  year  the  whole  of  it  was  to  be 
levied  and  enrolled.  The  militia  of  Ireland  was  then  iji 
the  fame  flate»  whereas  now  lefs  than  five  hundred  men 
were  neccflary  to  complete  all  the  quotas  of  the  different 
counties.  With  regard  to  the  army  of  referve  afts,  he 
had  to  obierve,  that  though,  as  applicable  to  a  great  imme* 
diate  obje£t,  they  h&d  been  found  to  be  highly  important, 
it  could  not  be  confidered  as  at  all  inconfiftent  to  fufpend 
them  for  a  par^cular  period, .  after  the  obje£t  which  they 
were  intended  to  accomplifh  was  in  a  great  meafure  effe£ted« 
He  was  aware  that  the  bill  for  raiiing  the  army  of  referve 
oad  been  the  ground  of  numerous  obje£lions,  even  when  it 
was  ficft  brought  forward.  With  what  propriety  this  mea- 
fure was  at  the  time  undertaken  a  fhort  llatement  would 
enable  the  Houfe  to  decided  The  objed  then  in  view  was 
to  procure  the  greateft  number  of  recruits  for  our  regular 
defenfive  force  in  the  Ihorteft  pofCble  time.  He  had  no 
befitation  in  declaring,  that  in  no  poifible  way  could  this 
Jiave  been  procured  fo.  rapidly,  as  by  the  bill  which  had 
been  the  ground  of  fo  much  animadverfion.  The  fad  was, 
that  though  the  bill  was  not  pafled  till  about  the  end  of 
July,  the  returns  given  on  the  25th  of  Augufl,  fliewed,  that 
in  England  alone,  no  lefs  than  fifteen  thoufand  men  had 
been-  raifed  urider  tlie  provifions  of  the  a£l. '  By  the  monthr 
of  October,  the  number  was  increafed. to  about  twchty-iivc 
thoufand,  and  this  number,  with  the  numbers  raifed  in 
Scotjapd  and  Ireland,  made  the  whole  amount  no  lefs  than 
thirty.fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five.  Out  of 
this  number  many  of  the  oldefl  regiments  had  been  filled 
up,  and  he  had  the  authoritv  of  the  ablefl  officers  to  de- 
dare,  that  the  appearance,  the  difdpline,  and  general  con* 
doSt  of  thefe  recruits  was  the  fubje£t  of  general  admiration. 
Of  the  number  he  had  mentioned,  confiderably  upwards  of 
ten  thoufand  had  volunteered  for  general  fetvice,  and  when 
be  took  into  confideration  and  referred  to  the  whole  amount 
of  the  men  procured  for  the  augmentation  of  our  general 
force,  he  would  beg  leave  to  afk,  whether  any  gentieman 
would  ferioufly  affirm,  that  fo  great  an  augmentation  could 
bave  been  procured  by  any  other  poifible  meafure  ?  This 
^tement  wa$  the  beu  juftification  which  he  cpnceived  it 
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jwfTiblc  to  bring  forward  in  fupport  of  the  primary  expe- 
diency of  the  bill  for  raifing  tlje  army  of  refcrve.  But 
while  he  aflerted  this  generally,  he  thought  it  but  fail*  to 
admit,  that  fo^r  the  lail  two  or  three  months  the  recruiting  for 
llic  array  of  referve  had  been  in  a  great  meafure  fufpendcd- 
He  believed  he  was  corred  when  he  ftated  that,  during  that 
peiiod,  the  numbers  prcvioufly  obtained  were  barely  fup- 
ported.  This  fufpenfion  of  the  recruiting  was  to  be  attri- 
buted to  a  variety  of  caufes.  It  arofc  in  a  great  meafure 
from  that  infamous  fyftem  of  crimping,  which  was  fo  pre- 
valent, particularly  in  the  metropolis  and  its  vicinity.  It 
was  alio  to  be  to  a  conflderable  degree  afcribed  to  that  ex* 
tenfive  defei  tioii  which  a  fort  of  felonious  fpcculatrnn  on 
the  enormous  bounties  had  fo  extcniively  encouraged.  He 
could  mention  many  other  caufes  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
rccruiiing  for  the  army  of  referve,  but  without  infifting  on 
this  point  he  would  only  fay  that,  under  theie  circumflances* 
it  appeared  that,  as  the  firft  direft  means  of  accompKfhing 
the  objefts  which  he  had  ftated,  he  meant  to  propofe,  that 
the  fuithcr  balloting  for  the  army  of  referve  fhould,  for  a 
time,  be  fufpendcd.  He  had  no  idea  in  the  firft  inftance 
of  repealing  all  the  provifions  of  the  a£t,  as  this  might  be 
attended  with  inconvenience.  A  fufpenfion  of  aAual  bal- 
loting would  have  the  effcft  of  preventing  the  inconve- 
niencies  to  which  he  had  adverted,  and  the  deficiencies  in 
the  ditrcrent  counties  could  be  commuted  for  a  fair  and 
reafonabic  pecuniary  allowance.  Penalties  had  alrcadj 
been  incurred  to  a  large  amouht,  therefore  to  commute  the 
penalty  in  the  way  now  propufud  was  what  could  form  the 
ground  of  no  reafonabic  ohjedlion.  As  to  Ireland,  though 
the  recruiting  for  the  army  of  referve  ftill  proceeded,  he 
did  not  mean  to  mak«  any  diftin£lit>n  for  that  country*  but 
intended  that  the  fulponfum  (;f  the  ballot  Ihould  extend  to 
evciy  part  of  the  untied  kingdom.  He  did  not  mean  to 
introduce  any  other  alteraiions  at  prcfent  into  this  part  of 
the  fyftcni  of  the  army,  though  he  allowed  that  it  formed 
u  fubijed  of  very  fcrious  confideralion,  and  might  hereafter 
wi'h  great  propriety  be  fubmhted  .to  the  attention  of  the 
Houfc.  1  he  next  point  to  which  he  wiihed  to  apply  his 
obfei*vations  was,  the  removal  of  all  competition  from  the 
recruiting  for  the  regular  a 'my,  and  the  abolition  of  thofe 
high  bounties,  the  perniciiuis  effefls  of  which  had  been  fo 
cxtcnfively  experienced.  He  had  already  alluded  to  the 
fyllem  of  crimping,  fo  prevalent  in  the  metropolis,  and  the 
CxtinAion.of  this  competition  by  the  lowering  of  the  boon* 
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ties,  would  neQeffarily  tend,  more  than  ony  other  ( ircum* 
ftance,  to  the  abolition  of  a  praftice,  to  the  prevention  of 
which  it  might  even  become  neceflaiy  to  afyply  fe>me  kgil- 
lative  proviiion.  By  putting  down  this  fyftem,  the  officers 
of  the  Government  woold  be  the  o?ily  perfons  in  the  mar- 
ket; and  it  did  not  occur  to  him  that  the  raiiing  of  the  tri- 
fling number  wanted  to  fill  up  tho  militta  could  at  all  operate 
in  the  form  of  a  competition  worth  tlie  flighteft  notice.  Bv 
the  equalization  of  the  bounties,  which  it  was  neceflary  for 
him  toftate  as  one  of  the  im])yoveroents  neceflary,'in  addi- 
tioo  to  tliofe  he  had  already  mentioned,  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice  muft  derive  the  moft  important  advantage.  While  the 
bounties  continued  unequal)  number8t)f'thore  who  had  no 
diiinclination  to  enter  into  the  army  kept  back  from  day  to 
day,  in  expedation  of  profiting  by  this  delay.  When, 
however,  this  objeft  was  removed,  they  would  avail  them- 
fcives  of  the  firft  offers  which  prefehled  themfelves.  When 
the  bounty  was  to  be  equalized,  the  great  obje^):  was  to 
hold  out  fufBcieiit  inducements,  without  however  counte- 
nancing any  thing  like  extravagant  encouragements  to  en- 
ter into  the  army.  From  the  refult  of  communication  with 
all  the  beft  informed  military  charaders  in  the  country,  he 
thought  the  bounty  for  the  infantry  fhould  not  exceed  ten 
guineas,  and  to  this  would  of  courfe  be  added  a  certain  al- 
lawance  for  levy  money,  for  the  encouragenuent  of  the 
officers  employed.  What  the  amount  of  this  would  be 
would  depend  on  the  degree  of  difficulty  which  attended 
the  procuring  of  the  recruits.  This  was  entirely  a  military 
queftion.  He  did  not  make  this  llatcment  on  his  own  au- 
thority. It  was  founded  on  the  opinions  of  military  men, 
and  by  their  opinion  on  fuch  a  fuhje£^  it  was  natural  that 
the  Houfe  (houid  be  guided.  He  vvifhed  next  fhortly  to 
advert  to  the  collateral  means  of  encouragement  to  which 
he  looked  forward  for  the  completion  of  the  plan  which  he 
2iad  fhortly  fketched  out  in  the  beginning  of  hisfpeech. 
The  firfl  of  thefe  collateral  means  the  Houfe  would  be 
aware  was  the  meafure  alluded  to  in  his  Majefty's  mefHige. 
It  was  intended  for  this  puvpofe  that  in  the  fii-ft  inftance 
1 0,000  of  the  Irifli  militia  fhould  be  brought  over  to  this 
country.  By  the  introduftion  of  fuch  an  additional  force,  • 
a  iimilar  number  of  our  regular  troops  would  be  left  d\f~ 
pofable  for  purpoles  of  general  fcrvice.  The  Houfe  were 
fufficiently  convinced  that  the  Irifh  were,  above  almofl:  any 
other  people,  poflefTcd  of  the  qualities  which  fitted  them 
mofl  fpeedily  to  imbibe  the  hsibils  of  a  foldier.  They  were 
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remarkable  for  Uvat  non  chalance  which  was  fo  cfiential  to^ 
the  circumft^nccs  of  a  military  life.  But  while  io  large  a 
body  of  force  was  to  be  introduced  to  this  country,  the  gar- 
rifoii  of  Ireland  was  not  lo  be  neglefled.  With  the  view 
then  of  replacing  this  force  he  meant  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpofe  of  augmenting  the  numbers 
oV  the  Ii  i(h  militia  to  what  they  were  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  late  war.  The  original  number  of  the  Irilh  militia 
was  18,000,  but  by  augmenting  the  companies  from  70  to 
100  each,  the  number  was  made,  up  to  twenty-eight  thou- 
fand.  It  was  propofed  that  the  fame  plan  fhould  now  be 
adopted,  and  by  this  means  the  defence  of  heland  would 
not  fuiFcr  by  the  withdrawing  Cf  the  proportion  of  militia 
to  be  brought  over  to  this  country.  The  right  hon.  Geop 
tleman,  after  a  few  more  obfervations  on  this  point,  alluded 
to  the  lated .  returns  of  the  numbers  and  efficiency  of  the 
yeomanry  and  volunteer  corps  throughout  the  country.  By 
thefe  returns  he  was  enabled  to  ftate  to  the  Houie,  that  the 
adual  numbers  of  yeomanry  and  volunteers  who  bad  beca 
jnfpeded  by  general  officers  in  different  diilriAs,  were 
fuch  as  muft  malerially  increafe  confidence  in  the  fecurity 
of  the  country.  By  thefe  returns  the  number  of  cavaliy 
was  no  lefs  than  twenty-feven  thoufand ;  of  artillery  up- 
wards of  four  thoufand ;  and  of  infantry,  rank  and  file, 
upwards  of  three  Ivundred  thoufand.  He  could  not  afieit 
that  all  of  thefe  were  actually  armed.  But  Re  could  affirm, 
that  the  cavalry  were  all  completely  provided ;  that  the  ar* 
tillery  were  fully  prepared  for  fervice  ;  and  tliat  of  the  in- 
fantry, about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  were  armed 
with  firelocks.  Since  that  time  a.  great  number  of  addi- 
tional firelocks  had  been  ifTued,  and  even  if  a  great  crifis 
were  to  arrive,  and  the  enemy  were  to  tSt&  a  landing,  he 
had  to  add,  that  thofe  who  could  not  have  firelocks  affigsed 
them,  would  have  the  ufe  of  pikes  to  an  unlimited  amount. 
He  fpokc  of  this  llate  of  our  volunteer  force  in  terms  of 
the  higlieft  exultation.  He  d^fired  Gentlemen  to  confider 
that  the  volunteer  force  was  one  conftantly  advancing  in 
improvement.  Arguments  applicable  to  the  difcipiine  of 
the  volunteers  in  Auguft  or  September,  were  by  no  means 
applicable  to  their  ftate  at  the  prefent  moment.  If  Gen- 
tlemen kept  this  in  view,  he  believed  that  the  Houfe  would 
bear  a  great  deal  lefs  of  the  arguments  againfl  the  volun* 
teer  fyftem.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  after  an  eulogium 
on  tlie  feafenciblcs,  concluded  by  moving  an  addrefs  agree* 
ably  to  tlie  terms  of  his  Majefty^n  meiTage. 
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The  following  exinbir atone  vievt  the  rariou&  ftatements 
macU  by  Mr.  Yor|;e,  in  ihe  courfc  of  the  preceding  fpcech. 

Ccmparatlve  State  of  the  Army. 

__     ,         ^         '  -•  Officers  and  Mea 

March  i,  1804,  Total  effeflive  Force        252,841 

Oaober  i,  180k,  .  piito  266,895 

DifFcrence    '    14^054 


-  -     ^        ^  N.  C.  &  Gunners 

March  1, 1804,     .    -         Royal  Artillery  14,202 

Odobcr  1,  1801,        .  .         ^    Ditto         -  12,287 

DiiFerence         .l»9iS 

The  252,841  confifts^of . 
Regular  Cavalry  20,324 

Regular  Infantry  133,26*;^ 

Militia  *  99,250 

252,841 

ITie  ^66,895  confiftcd  of 
Regular  Cavalry  26,350 

Regular  Infantry  129,710 

Fencibles  -  25,000 

Militia  .'  79*57* 

Invalids  ,-        ■     6,263 

266,895 


Effcaive  force  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Jerfcy  and 
Guernfey,  Ofiober  i,  i8or. 
Including  Artillery  179,426 

Coroporttlon  df  the  Infantry  in  Ireland,  Oftober  i,  1801. 
Regulars        -  12,232 

Fencibles  -  20,374 

Militia    (Irifli)  28,060 

60,606 

Vol*  II.  1803-4,  «a  ^  Com. 
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Cbmpofition  of  the  Infantry  in  Ireland,  March  t,  1804* 

Regulars  -  28,878 

Militia    (Irifh)  21,174 

5^052 

Regular  Infantry  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Jerfey  m,d 
Guernfey,  March  i,  1804, 

90,000  Men 
Deduft         26,199  Men  of  the  Refenre  not  rewn- 
lifted  for  general  fervicc. 

Remains       63,801  difpolable  for  foreign  fervice. 

RfguTar  Infantry  in  Gi;pat  Britain  and  Ireland,  Jerfey  and 
Guernfey,  on  the  id  October  i8br, 

50,000  Men 
Dedttd         24f428  Men  enlifted  from  the  Militia 
whofe  fervices  were  limited  to 
Europe. 

Remains       25*572  Men»  of  whom 
7,051  were  invalids. 


Remains        18,521  for  foreign  fertice. 

Volunteers  in  Great  Britain  returned  efFe£(ive  and  preftnt 
on  the  I  ft  March,  1804,  by  the  General  Officers  com- 
manding Diftridts. 

Cavalry  27,000 

Artillery  4,000 

Infantry  300,000 


Total  331,000 

Of  whom  (Infantry)  about  250,000  are  armed  with  fire- 
locks, the  reft  with  pikes. 

Number 
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Number  of  Moo  raifcd  for  Sea  aiid  Land  Servicoi  &c.  in 

fourteen  M<>nth8,  from  Dec.  i,  1802,  to  Feb.  i,  1804. 


Britilh  Militia 

Irifli  Ditto 

tf  fEnglifh 

*©  <  Scots 

<  ilrUh 

Recruits  for  Regular  Army 

Artillery  and  G.  Drivers 

Marines  -  « 

Seamen 


70,076 

19,^59 

26»3IO 

4,707 

.  6,739 

10,000 

5,000 

6,000 

46,500 

192,641 


Statement  of  prop§fed  AugmentattM. 


1,  New  Levies  of  Inl^ntry    . 
At^gmenUtion  of  Cavalry  (3500)  began 

Diuo  of  Foot  Guards  (oOOO) 


2.  Augmentation  of  Iriih  Militia 

3.  Foreigners 

King's  German  Legion  now  raifing 
York  Rangers 
Maltefe  Battalion 


18,000     ' 
2,891  ^remains 

>  tobe 
1,500)  raifed. 


22,391 
10,000 

5,00a 
1,000 
8,000 

40,391 


4.  Levies  in  America  and  Weft  Indies, 
Fencibles  and  Black  Corps        -  4,000 

The  Total  for  Colonial  Service,  Americdf 

Weft  Indies,  and  Malta  -  8,759 


Levy  of  Men  for  Arm/  of  Referve. 

Bilk  paiTed  July    6,  1803,  for  G^^t  Britain. 

July  11, ——   for  Ireland. 
Eirft  return  tor  England,  Auguft  20th, 
Ditto        Scotland,  Auguft  25tbi 

Raifed  in  lefs  than  4.  weeks, 

Uu2 


13,199 
2,706 
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The  addrers  moved  by  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  having  been 
read  frojB  the  chair>   .  » 

Mr  Pin  fpoke  to  the  following  purport : — I  do  not  rife 
totr6uble  the  Houfe  with  any  difcuflion  at  prefent ;  the  Tufa- 
jcSt  is  indeed  well  deferving-the  attention  of  the  Houfe ;  but 
the  more  proper  time  for  difcufling  it  will  be  when  the  d if* 
ferent  topics  enlarged  upon  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
to->night  fnall  be  brought  forward  in  the  (bape  of  bills, 
"when  1  iball  take  an  opportunity  of  delivering  my  (entiroents 
more  at  large.-  To  this  addrefs  I  accede  m  common  with  the 
Houfe^  and  all  thofe  who  recollect  w4th  pleafiire  the  cordiality 
and  zeal  of  the  militia  of  thif  country,  who  *fet  tothofe of 
Irelandan example  which  has  excited  their  emulationi  and 
*which  they  now,  fo  much  foiheir  honour,  imitate  :  this  is  a 
fubjed  on  which  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion,  but 
in  which  we  muft  all  feel  equal  delight.  I  do  not  think 
this  an  oocaflon  on  which  it  is  necefTary  to  enter  at  all  intp 
any  difcuflion  of  the  very  interefling  and  important  lopies 
with  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  prefaced  his  motion  for 
Ibis  addrefs.  .  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  having  lin  the  courfe  of 
the  difcuffion  of-  the  fubje<El  lately  under  our  confideration, 
exprefled  myfelf  diiTatisiied  in  many  refpe^ls  as  to  Ihe  ftate  of 
the  military  defence,  and  not  having  been  able  to  relieve  my 
mind  upon  the  whole  of  that  fubjcS,  I  muft  repeat  that  I 
retain  the-  fame  fentknents  flill.  I  will  however  own,  that  I 
am  in  many  refpeds  fatisfied  by  what  Lhave  heard  to-night. 
Whenever  i  have  ventured  to  trouble  the  Houfe  upon  this  fubr 
je£t,  I  never  differed  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  one 
propoiitiun  which  his  fpeech  to-night  proved,  namely,  that 
ais  far  as  numbers  go  there  is  no  fubjedl  of  blame  to  be  at- 
tached an)  where:  it  ha<  never  been  contended  by  me  that  the 

^  numbers  raifed  in  the  conrfeof  the  prefent  war  are  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  our  defence.  How  fan,  in  the  raifing  fuch  numbers, 
merit  is  to  be  allowed  to  his  Majefty's  Government ;  how 

.  much  they  have  done  to  procure  the  proper  means  to  im- 
prove fuch  numbers  and  render  them  eflScient  by  difci- 
pline  $  how  much  encouragement  has  been  held  out  to 
fome  defcriptions  of  perfons  compofing  a  part  of  thofe 
tiu|nl?cr5  ;  how  far  Minifters  have  proceeded  to  give  tp  the 
country  the  benefit  it  might  have  had  from  fuch  numbers, 
are  queftions  which  are  not  necefTarily  to  be  mixed  in  this  de- 
bate. I  (hall  not  introduce  any  topics  of  that  nature  at  pre- 
fent ;  whatever  ihare  Government  may  haye  had  in  producing 
theCenqmbersof  men  for  the  general  defence  of  the  country, 
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the  ardoor»  the  seal,  and  the  energy  of  the-conntry;  Are  ma- 
nifefted  more  than  even  the  numbers  can  convey;  and  this  af- 
fords to  us  ibe  bed  pledge  for  onr  fecurity  in  the  hour  of  at- 
tack, and  confciournefs  of  invincible  (Irength  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  a  fecurity  indeed  agatnf^  any  danger  by  which  this 
country  may  be  threatened,  and  an  aiTurance  of  triumph 
over  any  difficulty  with  ivhich  vve  may  have  to  contend; 
But  there  is  another  point  which  cannot  be  enfure'd  by  zeal, 
and  that  is,  whether  the  energy  of  the  perfons  thustaifed  has 
been  well  direded  ?  Whether  they  have  been  brought  for- 
ward and  improved  in  difcipline  fo  as  to  render  their  natural 
force  mod  ferviceable,  and  made  mod  available  to  the  fecu- 
rity of  the  country  r  That  is  a  point  involving  matters  which 
11  may  be  extremely  Intcrefling  and  highly  important  to  dlf- 
cufs  hereafter  at  a  convenient  opportunity,  but  1  will  not  in- 
troduce thefe  topics  into  difcuflfion  to  embarrafs  the  fubjed  of 
the  prefent  day  ;  I  (hall  leave  them  to  Aibfequent  occafions, 
of  which  there  will  be  many,  when  the  bills  come  before  us; 
But  while  1  fay  f  feel  fome  fatisfadion  from  what  I  heard  to- 
night from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  1  mean,  that  my  fatis- 
faSion  arifes  chiefly  from  the  amount  of  the  force  called  into 
adivity  for  our  fervice,  and  the  zeal  and  energy  which  the 
country  has  mahifefled  for  that  purpofe.  In  no  part  of  the 
country  do  I  apprehend  any  deficiency  in  zeal  and  energy  ; 
and  with  ihe  magnitude  of  our  force,  in  a  colledive  fenfe,  [ 
am  fatisfied.  On  none  of  thefe  points  have  I  any  anxiety  ; 
but  on  the  fnbjeA  of  rightly  improving  fuch  force  by  difci- 
pline, and  rendering  it  more  and  moreefficient  for  its  pur- 
pofe, have  I  day  after  day  expreifed  my  anxiety  in  this  Houfe, 
and  this  Is  the  point  on  which  I  wi(h  the  public  may  never 
have  reafoo  to  regret  that  more  has  not  been  done.  Upon 
that  matter  1  only  throw  out  this  as  a  hint,  for  at  prefent  I 
ibail  fay  no  more  upon  it ;  neither  will  I  enter  minutely  into ' 
other  matters  at  this  moment.  I  would  juft  obferve,  in  puf- 
fing, that  with  refped  to  the  militia,  1  am  of  opinion  care 
fliould  be  taken  that  it  be  not  made  ufe  of  in  a  way  that  may 
impede  the  progrefs  of  the  regular  army  or  any  other  difci- 
plincd  force  ;  and  unlcfs  I  fhall  fee  occafion  tochange  my  opi- 
nion, I  (hall  have  to  ftate  more  at  la.fge  my  fentiments  upon 
fhis  fubjeft  hereafter,  and  to  fubmit  that,  underthe  prefent 
circumftances  of  the  country,  it  will  be  defirabie  as  vacancies 
iball  occur,  to  have  them  filled  up  in  a  different  mode  from 
fvhat  has  been  hitherto  adoped  ;  and  if  they  are  raifed  by  bal- 
lot 
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lot »  formerljy  yet  that  they  fliali  faon  be  purin  a-  (tate  in 
wlrich  when  trained^  they  may  be  at  liberty  to  eDiiftteitiuch 
as  they  choefe  into  ibe-regular  ferrice.  I  enter  as  ftrongiy  as 
the  right  hv>n.  Gentleman  himfeifcandointoihe  propriety  of 
preventing  as  much  as  poflible  the  raifingmenforthe  raiiitia 
and  the  army  .of  referve  from  interfering  with  the  recruiting 
of  the  regular  army  ;  I  enter  alfo  into  the  fpirii,  and  feel  the 
abfokitc  neccflity  of  a  meafure  that  may  cruih  the  abominable 
pradice  ot  crimping.  I  wifli  very  much  to  fee  fome  mea- 
fure adopted,  to  relieve  the  country  from  the  gregi  weight  and 
preflure  of  thofe  high  and  enormous  bountiesy  which  now 
have  been  too  long  given  for  men  in  the  nMlitia  and  the  arnj 
of  referve,  which  has,  in  addition  to  this  ovil,  another  of  coi^- 
iiderable  magnitude  attached  to  ft,  that  of  temptation  to  de- 
feition  ;  but  doubt  whether  you  would  not  pfeveni  a  great 
deal  of  progreis  in  the  fervfce,  if  you  did  not  dlow  perfons 
from  all  Services  to  enlift  as  they  choofe  into  the  regulair  ler* 
.vice,  and  fupply  the  vacancy  in  fome  roaAnsr  like  that  wMch 
is  now  done  in  the  army  of  referve,  rendering  that  a  fort  of 
vehicle  by  which  to  convey  men  who  are  trained  and  difci« 
plined  Into  the  regular  fervice.  I  throw  this  out  as  a  mere 
iiint  for  conflderation^  before  the'  progrefs  of  the  army  of  re* 
ferve  is  fufpended.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  en« 
lered  into  any  detail  of  the  mode  by  which  he  means  to  raife 
the  men  ;  if  he  can  raife  as  many  new  regiments  and  batta- 
lions as  may  be  wanted  by  direA  recruiting  M  moderate  botin* 
ties,  I  (hould  be  glad  ;  if  there  be  reafonable  hopes  of  fuch  a 
plan,  I  (htnild  wtfh  it  to  be  tried,  and  (hould  mod  heartily 
wiih  it  fuccets.  I  do  not  fay  how  far  it  may  or  may  not  be 
advantageous  to  the  countiy  toadopt'a  total  fufp^nfion  of  the 
army  of  referve  for  a  while,  but  I  am  firongly  of  opinion^ 
that  ihe  fuccefsful  augmentation  of  the  army,  and  the  keep* 
ing  it  up  efFe£lualIy  in  time  of  war,  muft  be  done  by 
fome  meafure  that  has  at  leaft  the  tSeSt  of  keeping  down 
bounties,  and  that  can  never  be  accomplished  until  the  pre- 
fent  competition  in  the  fervices  (ball  have  been  abolilhed.  I 
think,  however,  that  you  cannot  have  the  men  with  the  (ame 
promptnefs,  nor  tinder  the  fame  difcipline,  without  a  meaTurc 
fomt  what  partaking  of  the  charader  of  your  army  of  referve, 
and  that  will  operate  in  different  parts  of  the  counties 
n^ore  dtredly  than  any  other.  Some  regulations  with  re* 
'gard  to  fublliditeS)  and  to  confine  the  bounties  within  a  mo*> 
ilciatc  ccmpafs,  will,  1  believe,  be  found  more  effcAual  thai^ 

any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MAacffi8.J  IRISH  MILITIA.  35S 

soy  Other  mode.    I  think,  however,  thi^  to  fiipply  the 
amqr.  ia  this  wey^  will  be  found  a  more  ciflFeflual  mode  than 
the  offriinary  yrogrefs  of  recruiMog  for  the  army  in  the  (irft  * 
iodantie^  for  1  have  been  told  by  many  mtik  of  experience, 
^nd  I  have  found  by  my  own,  that  men,  as  Indeed  it  is  naii»- 
ral  wse  (boul4  expert  without  experience,  are  more  ready  to 
enter  into  a  fpecies  of  fervice  that  is  limited  in  extent  anddu* 
ratioOf  which  is  the  nature  of  the  army  of  referve,  than  into  ' 
<»ne  of  general  fervice,  which  has  no  limits  of  time  or  place. 
This  we  experienced  during  laft  war,  in  the  militia.     We 
have  alse^dy  found  in  this  war  that  men  have  been  ready  to 
cater  into  the  army  of  referve,  independent  of  the  bounty, 
on  account  of  the  fervice  being  limited  in  point  of  time  ;  and 
we  have  found  that  when  men  come  together,  and  after  they 
have  acquired  military  habits,  they  take  inclinations  from  each 
other^  and  are  tempted  by  a  natural  fpicit   of  courage  and 
eoautation  among  their  comrades  to  extend  their  fcrvices,  and 
upon  which  they  manifeft  a  defire  of  going  into  the  regular 
araiy  :  1  therefore  believe  that  as  a  matter  of  permanent  po- 
hCff  as  well  as  for  a  temporary  purpofe,  or  immediate  effort, 
you  will  find  it  prudent,  inftead  of  giving  up  the  fyftem  of  the 
aimy  ofreferve*  to  retain   fomethtng  of  its  principle:  and 
Ifldeed  I  coliefied  from  tbefpeech  we  have  ju(t  heard,  that 
U  was  not  the  intention  ^  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  it 
irp  altogether,  but  only  to  fufpend  the  provjfittns  of  it  fora 
whilp.     I  flkould  rather  think  it  better  to  (hape  the  plan  of 
ibe  army  of  referve  differently  from  what  it  Is  at  prefent* 
and  to  attach  it  afterwards,  and  as  much  as  you  may,   to  the 
ceg^Ur  foi^e,  but  uniting  it,  by  means  of  moderate  bounties, 
to  the  different  battalions,  as  fecond  regiments  or  battalions ; 
£of»  by  this  mode,  you  will  have  all  the  advantages  of  local 
attachments    which    men   have,  and   the  will'ngncfe    they 
have  to  go  together  in  almoft  every  fervice.     This  will  in  a 
cosfiderable  degree  be  always  the  cafe  where  men  are  rarfed 
by  didrlAs  infiead  of  being  collected  by  a  plan  of  general  and 
lAdifcriminate  recruiting  i  and  the  deficiency  may  be  fupplied 
by  frcfti  ballots     I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  not  branched 
out  furtbec  than  was  aeceflary  to  cxprefs  my  perfed  acqni- 
dfcence  in  the  prefent  addrefs,  referving,  as  I  do,  perfeft  and 
entire  freedom  to  fpcak  on  the  different  meaforcs  when  they 
come  before  the  Houfe.     I  have  not  ftated  ihefe  feiiii(nenia 
er  opinions  In  oppoGtion  to  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfc; 
but  I  thought  it  neccffary  to  throw  out   thefc   ideas,  left  it 
ibould  be  fuppofcd  by  my  filence  that  I  had  altered  my  "pi- 
nion 
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nion  in  Tome  refpedsi  in'  confequence  of  my  feeming  to  ar- 
quiefce  in  all  that  has  been  dated  bj  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. On  the  contrary,  from  what  i  have  fiid  now,  I  trull  k 
appears  to  the  Houfe,  that  nothing  which  1  have  taken  tha 
liberty,  on  fornoer  occafions,  to  recommend  in  our  mil tiary 
fyftcm,  has  been  in  the  lead  degree  altered  by  any  propofition 
which  I  have  heard  to-night. 

Mr,  lVin4iham  — As  there  will  be  a  cnnfidcrabic  interval 
between  the  prefent  period  and  the  final  difcuilion  of  the  fubu 
]e£l  now  before  the  Houfe,  1  (hall  not  be  under  the  neceflity  of 
detaining  the  Houfe  fo  long  as  I  otherwife  fliould  perhaps 
feel  it  my  duty  to  do  ;  but  It  is  neceflary  for  me  to  obferve, 
that  alihougt)  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  gone  into  the 
whole  meafureat  once,  on  a  general  ftatement  of  the  matter 
iwhich  he  is  hereafter  to  propofe,  which  may  therefore  be 
hereafter  difcufled  ;  yet  tbofe  who  feel  like  myfelf,  muft  be 
anxious  not  to  appear  to  affent  to  all  he  dates,  and  therefore 
I  (hall  fay  a  few  words  on  the  fubjed  of  the  meflagefrom  his 
Majcfly,  and  the  addrefs  propofed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. There  cannot  be  the  lead  heHtation  to  adent  to  the 
iirft,  and  indeed  what  may  be  called  the  formal  part  of  thead«. 
drefs  to  his  Majedy,  which  returns  thanks  to  his  Majedy  for 
his^graciotis  communication  ;  as  little  objedion  can  be  made 
lo  the  acknowledgment  of  the  zeal  of  th^  militia  of  Ireland, 
qr  of  the  people  of  that  country  in  the  common  caufe;  but 
it  remains  for  roe  and  for  thofe  who  thipk  with  me  to  fay,  we 
are  not.  prepared  to  adopt  meafures  to  carry  into  execution 
any  particular  plan  until  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
iidering  what  that  plan  is.  The  drd  and  leading  objection 
I  have  to  accepting  the  prefent  offer  of  the  Irifli  militia  is  an 
objection  to  the  principle  of  the  thing,  that  is,^becaufe  by  it  a 
body  of  men  aifembled  for  edicient  military  purpofes  are  to 
go  beyond  the  terms  of  their  original  fervice.  I  do  not  fay 
that  no  condition  of  things  can  do  away  this  obje£\ion,  l)e- 
caiife  there  may  be  a  c^ondition  of  things  which  will  do  away 
all  objedions  of  whatever  kind  ;  but  1  fay,  that  condition  of 
things  does  not  exidat  this  moment :  and  an  objcdion  it  aU 
ways  will  remain,  let  the  condition  of  things  be  what  it 
may  ;  and  the  only  quedion  is,  whether  fuch  a  condilion  ex- 
ids  as  to  overrule  that  objeftion.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  in 
ihe  prefent  cafe,  that  condition  has  no  fuch  force  at  the 
prefent  moment.  1  felt  this  objedion  drongly,  at  thettnie 
the  Englifh  militia  made  their  offer  to  go  to  Ircjand,  and 
kowever  ufefuli  and  perhajis  decifive  that  meafure  was  upon 
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the  occaflon  to  which  it  wais  applied,  certainly  that  fiieafor* 
was  not  carried  into  efl^6t  without  prcxlucing  the  inconvenien- 
ci(\s  which  I  have  alluded  to,  and  ih^i  I  took  the  liberty  of  ftau 
ing  at  the  time.     I  am  confirmed,  inftead  of  being  ihaken,  in 
the  opinion  I  then  entertained  upon  that  fubjed ;  for  iticleed 
the  accepting  fuch  a  fervice  as  this,  althoogh  offered,  is  ho- 
thing  more  than  what  may,  in  fome  degree,  be  called  a  de<» 
partnre  from  good  faith: — it  is  not  a  breach  of  good  faith» 
but  it  is  a  fort  of  mifprifion  of  good  faith,' for  althougli  tho 
leading  part  of  fuch  a  fervice  as  this  may  be  vohintary,  and 
the  offer  fpontaneous,  yet,  as  to  the  remainder,  it  may  beab* 
^  fofutely  compulfory.  If  a  part  of  a  large  military  body  make 
the  pflfcr,  how  is  the  remainder  to  refufe  it  ?     You  do  not  . 
Teem  to  know  the  poffibfa^nor  feem  very  clearly  to  fee  the 
probable  confequences  of  fucK  meafures  asthefci  for  there  aro 
many  evils  attending  them  :  one  of  tbefe  evils,   befides  tho 
point  whiCh  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  breach  of  faith,  is 
this,  it  has  a  very  dangerous  effeA  upon  military  difcipiine, 
efpectally  upon  fuch  a  force  as  that  of  a  militia  force ;  and 
to  illudrate  this  I  (hould  like  to  a(k  Gentlemen  who  went  to 
Ireland  with  our   militia,  what '(iafled  as  they  were  going 
there  with  their  rejgiments ;  whether  ihey  did  not  hear  fome 
things  that  were  utterly  fubverfivc  of  difcipiine  ?     I   would 
a(k,  whether  the  acceptance  of  fuch  a  fervice  is  not  a  fpecies 
of  furpenfion  of  difcipiine  ?    Putting  yourfelf  into  a  (itu^tton 
to  alk  a  favour  of  a  military  body  of  men,  for  a  favour  thit 
is,  cannot   be  faid  to  be  free  from  danger.    It  may  be  faid^ 
that  th;s  is  only  renewing  what  I  formerly  faid  ;  that  may  b^ 
true,  and  yet  the  obfezvation  may  not  have  loft  its  force  be« 
caufe  it  happens  10  be  an  old  one,  and  the  objedton  may  be 
9$  good  now  as  if  tt  had  qever  been  before  made  ;  befides,  I 
do  not  fee  that  Ireland  is  lefs  in  danger  than  Grea^ Britain, 
When  you  fay  you  let  loofe  a  part  of  your  difpofeable  force 
in  this  country,  that  is  to  fay,  that  you  have  fofar  a  power  to 
employ  as  you  pleafe  the  regular  force  which  you  could  not 
otherwife  detach,   you  muft  remember  that  precifely  to  the 
fame    amount  you  muft  make  faft  your  force  in  Ireland.     I 
have  by  thefe   meafures  pretty  good  teftimony  of  the  pro-» 
priety  of  the  opinions  I  have  formerly  given  on  thefe  points. 
This  afking  favour  where  you  ought  only  to  command,  thU 
t>^^gtngof  them  will  have  a  bad  effcd;  it  will  introduce  arqon^ 
our  military  bodies  a/pecies  of  Saturnalia  which  may  be  ex- 
tremely dangerous  ;  for  which  reafons,   although  I  agree  ia 
the  (irft  part  of  the  addrefs,  as  I  have  (Fa tc(f  already,  yet  (  diC^ 
Vol,.  II.  1803.4.  V  X3C  fcav 
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fcnt  from  the  latter  part  of  it.  I  wouM  really  fay  no  moro^ 
lor  the  prefcnt  purpofe,  than  th^t  we  ,will  (ake  the  matter  intoi 
ourconfideration,  for  I  think  we  ought  to  referveto  ourfelve% 
the  -mode  in  which  we  (hall  proceed,  at  lead  untH  we  have 
fome  time  to  deliberate  upon  it ;  for  we  fhould  not  confldea 
the  qutdion  as  a  mere  transfer  of  force  from  the  one  countrji 
lothe  othet ;  but  this  queftion  involves  aconfideratton  of  ia^ 
crcafmg  the  mtliiia  force oif  Ireland,  a  farce  which  is  not 
ratfed  as  in  this  country  by  ballot,  and  this  goes,  like  maay 
other  meafures  to  which  I  and  fome  others  have  been  coa- 
0antly  4>b|edtng,  to  the  prejudice  of  increaitng  the  regular 
army,  and  in  that  view  it  is  particularly. objedionahlc  tooie, 
Mai^y  of  the  propoGtions  of  the  right  hon.  Geotlcman  to* 
night  I  cannot  oppofe,  without  giving  up  a  great  number  of 
opinions  I  have  delivered  on  various  former  occafions  in  thia 
Houfis,  and  in  which  opinions  I  have  been  every  day  mor« 
and  more  confirmed,  as  the  fubjefts  have  been  prefenteil 
to  my  mind  ;  fuch  as  that  of  the  propriety  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  competition  of  the  fervices  by  which  bouo^ 
ties,  .have  been  increafed;  the  taking  the  matter  of  re« 
cruiting  entirely  into  the  hands  of  Government,  inilead 
of  leaving  individuals  to  vie  with  each  other,  and  creat* 
ing  an  expence  fo  enormous  and  burthenfonie.  Thefc 
and  fome  other  points  ftated  to-night  by  the  right  hon.  Gen* 
tieman,  are  what  I  have  ftated  lieveral  times,  and  a  great 
while  ago  in  this  Houfe.  Thefe  are  now  to  be  adopted, 
though  then  it  feenas  they  were  not  mature,  and  were  tlicro 
fore  rejected.  It  appears  as  if  reafoa  to  his  Majefiy's  Mi« 
sifters  was  like  fruit,  not  fit  to  cat  in  lefs  than  twelve 
naoatbs,  for  it  is  now  that  diftance  of  time  fince  they  were 
offei'cd ;  but  at  laft  they  have  been  thought  fit  for  the  table 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  fo  they  have  been  to-night 
accordingly  fcrved  up*  Upon  one  point  I  would  a(k  for  in- 
formation, whether  the  new  regiments  are.  to  be  raifed  by 
recurring  to  the  old  and  ruinous  fyftcm  of  recruiting  for 
raiik  ;  and  if  fo,  whether  Miniftcis  can  hope  for  any  power 
of  legillation  in  fuch  a  cafe  that  will  prevent  a  compeiition 
which  niuft  be  moft  injurious  in  its  eftc£ts  ?  As  to  the  point 
of  the  duration  of  thefervice  in  the  regular  army,  I  do  not 
blame  the  i right  hon.  Gentleman  for  not  alluding  to  it  fooner, 
for  he  had  no  meafure  before  that  had  a  beaiing  upon  it : 
upon  that  fubjcft  I  retain  the  opinion  1  have  often  delivered 
in  this  Houfe,  In  a  word,  I  agrecwith  the  right  hon.  Gen* 
tilciiiian  as  t^  th,e  propriety  of  reducing  the  enormous  boun- 
ties 
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ties  we  have  fo  long  heard  of,  and  they  cannot  be  reduced 
without  taking  away  the  conapetition  which  has  produced 
Ihem.  I  aeree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  alfo  in  the 
propriety  of  Government  taking  the  whole  of  the  recruiting 
fyilem  into  its  own  bands.  I  agree  too»  that  the  firft  part 
of  the  addrefs  ought  to  be  voted,  namely,  thanks  to  his 
Majefty  for  bis  gracious  communication^  and  an  acknow^ 
lodgment  of  the  zeal  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  but  there  I 
think  the  addrefs  ought  to  ftop  for  the  prefent:  I  amnot^ 
Miibout  much  further  confideration,  prepared  to  fay  yes  to 
the  remainder  of  the  addreis,  which  will  tie  down  this 
Houfe  to  every  thing  but  the  mere  detail  of  a  fyftem,  the 
principka  of  which  1  do  not  approve;  and  for  the  confiderw 
^on  of  which  tliis  Houfe  has  not  bad  time  enough;  and 
therefore  I  (ball  move,  by  way  of  amendment  to  this  adt 
drcfti  to  -leave  out  all  the  latter  part  of  it,  for  the  purpofe  of 
infertiog  (he  words,  .*^  aod^that  we  Ihall  take  the  fame  int» 
our  moft  ferious  confideration.'* 

The  queftion  being  put, 

.JUrd  CafiUreagk  defended  the  whole  of  the  fyftehi 
opened  by  his  right  hon'.  Friend  (Mr.  Yorke),  and  main* 
Cained,  that  although  part  of  the  plan  went  to  adopt  opi^ 
fliions  delivered  on  former  occaflons  by  the  right  hon.  Geo^ 
tleman  who  had  juft  (at  down,  which  opinions  wertinot 
adopted  when  tliey  were  offered,  yet  it  did  not  follow  tbvC 
Minifters  had  aded  unwilely  ;  for  although  they  now  pro* 
poled  to  fufpend  the  operation  of  the  army  of  reforve  afii 
and  make  fome  otlier  regulations,  yet  the  meafure  of  »tht 
army  of  referve,  and  the  other  meafures,  were,  peifedly 
wife  at  the  time  they  were  adopted ;  and  Minifters  would 
have  been  highly  culpable  if  tiiey  bad  not  adopted  fuch 
meafures,  for  by  no  other  could  they  Imve  raifed  the  num- 
ber of  men  that  had  been  raifed.  The  purpofe  of  thefe 
xncafures  having  been  anfwered,  another  policy  became  ad<^ 
yifeable  under  different  circumftances.  As  to  the  appre« 
{leniion,  that  fome  of  the  Irifli  militia  might  propofe  to 
come  to  this  country,  while  others  might  fac  unwilling,  he 
could  remove  all  alarm  on  that  fubj^  by  aifuring  the 
^oufi?,  that  to  his  knowlectee  everyman  in  the  Irilh  militia 
was  ready  to  join  in  the  omr  which  had  been  made  on  thii 
occaiion.  <He  approved,  however,  of  not  increaiing  the 
^t^ber  of  militia  adually  to  be  in  Ireland.  The  vacancy 
occs^iioiied  by  their  coming  here  was  only  to  be  filled  up, 
for  jt  was  delirable  that  the  militia  fliould  bear  proportion 
So  the  regular  force  in  Ireland,  the  militia  not  exceeding 
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2S,0ba;  siiid  the  regular  force  in  Ireland  now  being  35,000- 
'I'he  noble  Lord  then  entered  into  an  enumeration  of  the 
dfiFerent  numbers  raifcd  by  recruiting  for  the  line  fincc  thfe 
operation  of  xh^.  army  of  referve  aft,  comparing  it  with 
farmer  periodsjMrhen  there  was  .no  fuch  aft  to  operate,  to 
ihcw  that  it  had  not  by  any  nteans  had  the  efFcft  of  dimi'^ 
niAtng  the  fervice,  as  bad  been  fuppofed.  He  concluded 
with,  oppoiing  tlie  amendmenti  and  giving  his  hearty  aflent 
to  the  original  addrcfs. 

Mr,  Bajiard  faid,  if  the  amendment  fhould  be  withdrawn, 
lie  fliouldf  for  the  prcfcnt,  only  exprefs  a  hope,  that  there 
would  not  be  any  thing  haftily  done  in  this  imjvortant  bufit 
nets ;  and  he  afTmed  the  Houfe  that  he  iliould  oppofe,  tit 
nil  ti'mi^s^  every  meafure  that  tended  to  alter  the  fundamen-* 
lal  principles  of  the  tnilitia  laws. 

Dn  Laurencsdejcldvcd  that  the  fituation  of  Ireland  waft 
not  fuch  as  could  afFord  the  number  of  troops  which  were 
fpoken  of  being  fent  out  of  the  country..  He  was  willifig 
to  accede  to  the  ftrongeft  tefrms  which  could  poflibly  be 
adopted  with  refpeft  to  tlie  loyal  and  generous  offer  of  the 
inihtiamen  of  Ireland,  but  he  could  not  fee  that  St  waa 

3 ually  politic  to  accept  of  fuch  offers  now,  as  it  was  thofe 
the  Engliih  militia  in  1798,  when  it  was  evident  that 
every  thing  was  wanting  to  $:rufli  and  beat  down  a  violent 
and  powerful  rebellion  in  their  country.  If  a  pcrfon  wa* 
now  toalk  him  in  what  part  of  the  empire  do  you  moft 
want^  10,000  additional  troops,  htf  muft  anfwer,  in  Ire- 
land. And  yet  if  he  was  afked  from  what  part  of  the  em- 
pire are  10,000  troops  to  be  drawn  by  his  Majefty's  Minif- 
ters,  he  muft  fay,  from  Ireland.  He  knew  that  there  might 
be  fomething  of  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  fuffering 
28,000  of  fuch  a  force  as  are  called  militia,  to  remain  iit 
Ireland  whh  a  regular  force  amounting  to  only  abbot 
50»000.  But  this  could  by  no  means  juilify  the  withdrdw^ 
ing  of  a  difciplined  force  from  a  country  which  was-parti-» 
cuTarly  threatened  with  danger,  and  fubflituting  in  its  place 
a  new  levy  of  recruits.  This  fort  of  wifdom  in  Minifters, 
together  with  their  various  alteititions  of  opinion,  he 
thoug.ht  could  oniy.be  accounted  for  by  a  comparifon  witK 
their. conduft  upon  a  former  occaiion,  when  they  committed 
and  recommitted,  and,  to  prevent  the  ridicule  4f  fuch  re« 
commitments,  waited  two  days  in  order  to  bring  forward  ai 
volume  of  new  claufes. 

.    Cplanel  JIutcMnfon  declared  that  the  addsefs  had  hts  ttiofl 
Itearty  approbation,  as  far  as4t  went  with  refpeft  to  the  Irifh 
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Bilitia ;  but  he  was  forry  to  fee  the  ^oT^feveral\(i  th0  re*, 
folution,  when  he  was  certain,  that  the  unan'nnms  deterni*- 
naiion  of  theirifh  militia  might  be  depended  t>n,  if  thqtr 
fcrvices  were  required.  Hoivcver  their  intentions  were 
laud'able  and  geiieious  on  their  part,  to  alTul  the  Crowii  in 
aoy  part  of  the  empire,  and  to  make  a  return  for  the  liberal 
afliftance  .which  had  been  aifo:ded  n>  their  country  at. a 
iwvati  period,  would  any  nniiiiary  man  fay  that  it  was 
confident  wiih  fuund  policy  to  withdraw  difctplined  troopi 
from  a  country  which  was  particularly  and  avowedly  threat- 
ened with  an  immediate  attack,  and  to  place  in  tlicir  ftfeaiT 
Ihe  fame  numberof  raw,  undifcrplined  troops,  which  might 
require  two  years  before  tliey  would  arrive  to  an  eqoal  (tml« 
'  of  pcrfeQion  ?  Was  it  wife,  or  was  it  juft  or  politic,  h« 
would  aik  any  country  gentlemaji,  when  a  country  wm 
threatened  with  immediate  invaiion,  to  withdraw  1 0,000  «€ 
as  fine  peafancry  as  any  in  the  world,  from  its  native  re-^ 
fofirces  of  defence,  and  to  withdraw  along  with  them  tifte 
gentlemen  of .  the  ^ift  refpeflability  in  wealth  or  inflnencts 
within  that  country,  from  the  affiftance  wliich  they  coaW 
otherwife  afford  it  by  their  wifdom,  their  power  and  their 
connexions  r  If  England  was  (itnated  as  Ireland  now  is, 
would  the^ountry  gentlemen  of  England  think  it  reafon- 
abie  ?  He  knew  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters  did  not  poffeft 
the  power  to  enforce  the  extenfion  of  the  fervlces  of  a  militia 
fbice,  but  he  implored  the  country  gentlcmen-to  confider 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  recommend  a  change  of 
the  cniUtia  of  the  two  countries,  than  to  leave  ]0,'000  re- 
cruits to  be  raifed  in  the  place  of  an  equal  number  of  we 
diicipiined  troops,  which  were  to  be  withdrawn  from  its 
defence.  He  had  often  recommended  to  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters to  inquire  into  thp  ilate  of  that  country  •  but  unfor- 
tunately for  that  people,  and  to  the  difgraccof  the  Miniders, 
they  bad  never  thought  fit  to  inquire  into  the  bufinefs.  He 
was  convinced,  however,  that,  if  a  number  of  tlie  entight« 
ened  part  of  this  country,  the  fuperior  ofBcers  of  the  militia, 
were  to  go  over  to  Ireland  during  a  time  of  fuch  peril  as  the 
prefent,  and  were  to  fee  the  druggies  that  would  be  made 
by  the  great  majority  of  that  people  in  the  defence  of  their 
King  and  of  their  Conilitutlon,  they  would,  nay  they  mufV,^ 
coniifleat  with  their  own  good  fenfe,  come  back  when  the 
conteft  was  over,  with  a  thorough  conviftion  on  their  niinds^ 
that  thofe  people  deferved  better  treatment  than  theyhad 
hitherto  received  from  the  fervants  of  that  Crown  for  which 
Ijbcy  w^-e  ready  to  face  any  force,  however  formidable,  or 
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however  fpecious  might  be  his  pretences/  He  would  not 
coiifidcr  himfelf  bound  to  the  fupport  of  any  future  meafurc 
tbat  might  be  brought  forward  by  the  bill ;  but,  tnaftnuch 
a9  the  addrefs  expreUed  ah  approbation  of  the  ioyai  and 
gallant  offers  vrhich  had  been  made,  he  would  for  the  pre- 
fent  give  his  vote  in  fupport  of  it,  but  would  at  a  future  pe- 
riod declare  his  fentiments  freely  willi  relpeA  to  any  provi- 
fion  which  might  tend  to  weaken  tlie  native  defence  of  the 
country  in  a  moment  fo  important  as  the  prefent. 

Mr^  Bankes  did  not  wifli  the  Houfe  to  pledge  itfclf  to  adopt 
\  fyftem  before  it  was  aware  what  that  iyftem  was  to  be  ; 
for  which  rcafon  he  withcd  the  Houfe  to  inquire  into  this 
infttter  before  it  voted  any  thing  further  than  thanks  to  the 
Throne.  He  deprecated  any  n^eafuie  tending  to  weaken 
Ibe  force  of  Ireland,  which  was  much  more  vulnerable  than 
tbis  country.  He  thouglit  the  proper  fphere  of  the  militia 
fervice  was  in  its  own  hotiie.  He  was  adverfc  to  the  ad- 
miflton  of  a  principle  which  would  authorize  a  iimilar  offar 
on  the  part  of  the  Englifh  militia  ;  and  in  the  prefent  ctr* 
cuniftanccs  of  Ireland  the  foice  propofed  to  be  taken  frooot 
it  inuft  be  replaced  by  feme  other.  He  was  for  the  ftria 
obfervance  of  public  faith  upon  all  occasions  whatever,  Tbe 
events  of  1798  were  highly  detrimental  to  the  militia  fer- 
vice in  general  ;  £ind  he  concluded  by  obferving  that,  in  his 
prefent  view  and  under  his  prefent  information  of  the  fub» 
jeA,  he  (houM,  if  pufhed  to  a  vote,  give  it  againit  the  mea- 
sure entirely. 

The  Chancellor  9/  the  Exch^quer^  after  noiicine  what  he 
conceived  as  irconfiftencics  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleimin 
(Mr.  Windham)  with  rcfpeft  to  his  opinions  and  conduA  re- 
lative to  a  qucftion  iimilar  to  the  prefent,  palfed  oh  to  th^ 
confideratipn  of  the  fubjedt  before  the  Houfe.  The  conduft 
of  the  Irifli  rnilitia  was  worthy  of  the  highcft  encomiums  ; 
but  he  deprecated  the  idea  held  out,  that  thefe  fpiritedand 
patriotic  oflFcrs  could  not  be  accepted  without  a  breath  of 
faith.  The  effed  of  the  addrefs  was,  that  ihey  would  pra- 
cecd  to  confider  of  fuch  proviHons  as  may  be  ncccifary  to 
enable  the  Crown  for  a  time  to  be  limited  to  accept  ihefe 
offers  :  it  was  material  to  confider  the  bed  means  of  enablijng 
the  Crown  to  exercife  a  difcretionary  power  on  this  occafion. 
On  this  he  contended  it  was  materia]  that  Parliament 
Ihouldcome'to  a  fpeedy  determination.  It  was  material  tbat 
ifce  Government  of  Ireland  fhould  know  in  the  interval  of  tho 
cnfuiog  recefs,  that  the  Legiflature  was  willing  to  accept  of 
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foch  laudable  offers ;  if  was  right  the  Government  of  that 
pskrt  of  the  united  kingdom  Qiould  know  the  difpofitions  of 
Parliament  upon  the  fubjeA.  With  refpe<5l  to  thdidea  that 
Ireland  was  about  to  be  dripped  of  io,quo  men  by  the  mea^ 
furc,  it  was  entirely  unfounded.  The  prefent  queftion  merely 
refpeded  the  vcfting  a  difcretionary  power  in  his  Maj^Oy  to 
accept,  in  fuch  proportions  or  at  fuch  periods  as  he  iiioul4 
deem  proper,  a  force  to  the  amount  ilated ;  but  this  by  no 
means  implied  that  fuch  removed  troops  were  not  lo  be  r^* 
placed.  Gentlemen  who  talked  fo  feemcd  to  forget  that  Uier^ 
was  a  middle  defcriptipn  of  force  in  this  country,  that  was 
xieither  regular  troops  nor  militia  ;  he  alluded  to  the  armjr 
of  referve,  wich  which  the  military  eftabltQiment  of  Ireland 
might  be  repaid  any  number  of  troops  taken  therefrom.  Such 
an  arrangement  might  by  that  means  be  made  as  would  li« 
berate  5000  troops  of  the  difpofeabie  force  of  either  couBtry4 
It  was  not  Intended  in  the  leaft  todiminifh  the  efficient  forces 
i>f  Ireland.  One  of  the  principal  objeds  in  fuch  an  inter* 
change  would  be  to  augment  the  force  of  that  defcripiion, 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  uniformly  profelfed  to  think 
infinitely  fuperior  (o  any  other,  he  meant  the  dirporeable,^ 
fuch  as  could  be  employed  upon  foreign  or  oifcnfive  fervicp 
Ibould  fuch  be  deemed  defirable.  Independent  of  this  confix 
deration,  it  was  the  mod  expeditious  way  in  which  a  forcQ 
10  fuch  an  amount  could  be  trained  and  difciplined.  On  fuch 
an  occafion  no  time  (hould  be  lod  ;  they  Ihmdd  let  the  militia 
pf  Ireland  underftand  that  they  were  willing  to  accept  ofFera 
which  involved  fo  many  advantages,  and  ih^t  wtihouc  delay  i 
btu  they  might  depend  upon  ir,  they  would  have  no  more 
ofFfers  from  Ireland  if. they  voted  the  a(pnendme(it  of  the  fright 
hon.  Gentleman  ;  and  upon  thcfe  grounds  h^  was  decidedly 
hoftile  to  that  proceeding. 

^/>^.  Newport  expreffed  his  exultation  that  the  loyalty  andl 
l^ffedion  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Ireland  (lood  vin-t 
dicated  in  the  ellimation  of  his  .Majefty's  Miniftcrs.  Suclii 
was  what  he  inferred  from  the  declaration  of  one  of  them» 
and  in  which  fentiment  he  trufted  they  all  agreed  ;  the.  loyal 
and  patriotic  oifecs  of  the  militja,  who  he  believed  to  a  man 
ivould  cheerfully  volunteer  their  fervices,  was  a  ftriking 
proof,  \o  a  very  great  extent^  of  the  tri|(b  with  whic^  he 
wiffied  to-  imprefs  the  Houfe^  The  charge  of  difaffedion 
^gaind  the  great  bulk  of  the  frifli  people  was  moft.groufid^  ' 
lefsiy  madp.  He  trufled  they  would  all  in  the  hour  of  dangor, 
whatever  m^y  be  the  differences  in  th^jr  religious  tenets, 
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ftiml  forth  and  defend  t^hc  Crown  and  Con^lltu^io^.of  fhc 
iinhfed  r^alm  againft  aH  attacks  whatever.  There  were  ccr-^ 
winlf  fotne  few  among  the  very  loweff  orders  of  the*  people-^ 
the  rabble  of  every  country,  who,  bound  by  no  ties,  or  in«r 
fiuenced  by  no  juft  prihcipTe,  were  prorw  to  wilh  for  changes 
in  the  Government,  in  the  hopes  of  licing  abL*  to  gratify  their 
Dwn'nnrnty  pa^oiisandpropeDftties,  an  J  fo.far  may  be  held 
>5  difaffir£led ;  and  fuch  there  were  in  Jrcland  in  common 
Wf  h  other  countries  J  but  viith  refpeft  to  rhe  great  body  of 
fhe  people,  he  rcpcared,  his  Majerty  had  nor  more  true, 
firrn,  or  loyal  fubjeds  in  aU  the  empire,  than  ihofe  of 
Ireland. 

fW.  Calcraft  begged  leave  to  offer  a  few  obfervations  upon 
the  fubje^t  before  the  Hotafe,  If  he  nnderftood  the  nature  of 
the  cafe  rightly,  there  was  no  neccfTriy  whatever  for  the  hafty 
dccifron  prefled  by  his  Majefty's  Minifters.  He  was  in- 
formed, hy  an  officer  of  great  refpeftabiliiy,  that  the  Irifh 
Government  had  offers  of  fcrvice  from  fome  of  the  militia 
T'egiments  fo  long  back  as  four  months ;  if  this  were  faS,  the 
Confideration  of  the  fubjeil  finely  lyould  admit  a  fufpenHoa 
of  half  adoz^n  days,  fo  aHow  Parliament  to  deliberate  on  a 
principle  of  fuch  importance  as  that  involved  in  the  addrcfs. 
He  defended  his  right  hon.  Friend,  fo  he  hoped  he  might 
call  him,  from  the  charge  of  inconfiftency  in  the  opinions  de* 
llvered  by  him*  T^he  Hate  of  Ireland  at  the  lime  alluded  la 
ftould  be  confidered — a  rebellion  raged  in  the  heart  of  the 
Country,  and  we  could  fpare  no  other  force  to  refill  or  to 
Tupprcfs  it  then,  but  our  militia.  He  had  had  foint  opportu* 
nities  of  knawFng  the  ftate  of  the  popular  mind  la  Irela'ndt 
and  he  was  not  quite  fo  fanguine  as  to  the  extincSlion  of  dif* 
afftSion  therein,  as  fome  Gentlemen  fecmed  to  be ;  and 
much  fti!l  remained  to  be  done,  before  that  fpirit  would  be 
obfit'craied.  There  were  other  objeftions  which  he  enter- 
tained to  a  hafly  decifion  uponihe  fubjed.  He  recollected 
en  a  former  occafton  the  total  want  of  difciptine  that  pre«* 
vailed,  while  the  fehtiments  of  the  militia  corps  were  alcer- 
taihing  upon  the  point  of  exteiifion  of  fervice ;  and  he  truAed* 
he  fhould  never  again  have  occafion  to  go  round  canvafling 
}lis  men  on  fuch  a  (ubjeft. 

The  ChanceHor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Calcraft  fpoko 
In  explanation  ;  in  the  courfe  of  whrch  the  laiter  wifhed  thfii 
Minifter,ftf  he  had  any  objedion  to|ay  the  dates  of  the  offers 
of  fervice  before  the  Houfe,  to  flate  tbem  \  10  which  the  r»« 
pf y  was,  *«  None  in  the  leaft."  .   . 
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Mrl  Grenv'iUe  xA^it  ^  few  general  obfcrvatioqs  on  the  fuo- 
jeft  ati(l  in  fojiport  of  the  arguments  advanced  by  bis  ri^ht 
hdn.  Friertd  (Mr.  Windham).  He  would  put  it  to  Mihifters, 
whether,  if  fictiilar  6(Fer$  were  made  on  the  part  of  the  o^- 
liiia  of  England,  they  were  prepared  to  fayi  they  would  not 
propofe  meafures  for  carrying  them  into  efFe^i  which j  ^t 
would  appear,  in  the  way  it  feemed  to  be  treated,  they  were 
brought  to  difcuTs  by  fteatih. 

Mr.  Archdall  cxprefled  his  hope,  that  neither  Minifters  nor 
the  Houfe  would  allow  a  queftion  of  fuch  importance  as  tKe 
prefent  to  be  treated  of  by  ftealih.  On  the  contrary,  he 
hoped  it  would  fully  and  clearly  meet  the  unanimous  appro- 
bation of  Parliament.  The  eulogium  of  the  hon.  Baronet  on 
the  loyalty  of  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  Ireland  was  unnecef- 
fary.  Who  ever  doubted  it  ?  It  was  faid  that  the  militia  fei;- 
\'ice  had  received  a  blow  ;  with  refpe£l  to  that  of  Ireland,  he 
Icnew  not  what  blow  it  received,  but  he  vvelf  knew  what 
blows  it  gave — it  gave  rebellion  in  that  country  a  mortal 
blow ;  they  gave  repeated  blows  to  their  enemy ;  and  he  was 
confident  ihey  would  do  fo  again,  wherever  the  opportunity 
^as  aForded  them, 

L^rd  De  B/aquiere  exprcfkd  his  approbation  of  the  ad- 
3refs,  as  he  deemed  it  highly  proper  at  fo  critical  a  pe- 
riod   to    accept   the   fcrvices    which    had    been    tendered 
^ith  fo  much  loyalty ;   he   was  furprifed  that  any   bed* 
tation  fhould  exift  for  a  moment  to  accept '  the  profrere4 
fervices  of  fo  large  a  body  of  loyal  men  in  arms.     With  re- 
fpcBt  to  aii  equal  ofkr  of  fervice  on  the  part  of  the  EngliOJ 
milRta,  he  well  knew  the<  beneficial  tendency  of  fuch  a  pro^ 
ceMine.     He  recolle^ed  their  (ignal  fervicei^  to  the  empire 
at  largl  while  employed  in  Ireland.    To  their  exertions  th^ 
(alvation  of  that  country  was  owing.     Had  not  the  regiment 
of  Lord  Buckingham  and  the  Duke  of  Rutland  landed  fo  op: 
p6rtanely  as  they  did,  that  country  would  no  longer  have  ap« 
pertained  to  Britain.     He  hoped  the  Englifh  militia  wopla 
Yohintarity  come  forward  and  extend  their  fervices  to  Ireland, 
fiut  he  reprobated  the  idea  of  this  being  done  in  the  way  ot 
lliptilation.     Was  the  ardour  of  either  militia  clogged  in  fucl^ 
^  way,  it  would  be  injuiious  to  both  countries,  and  an  in- 
Ihh  to  one.     He  thought  the  militia  of  Ireland  could  ren., 
cffjr  the  greateft  (crvice  to  the  enipire  at  large,   when  cni'?.' 
fff}offtd  cnit  of  Ireland,  problematical  as  this  might  appear.  He^ 
felt  it  tO'Wf  the  cafe.     He  felt  how  it  muft  opera«e,  when  a 
father  and  two  or  three  of  his  fons  were  perhaps  fighting^ 
-Vol.  II.  1803-4.  Y  y  againft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


34^  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  r^'oMMOHi, 

« fgainft  the  reft  oi'  his  family.  He  was  aware  of  the  ttttSt  of 
religious  prejudices,  which  he  lamented  did  yet  uAa?oida()(y 

'  exlft.  In  (hoTX.  \\t  was  convinced  thofe  men  would  b£  more 
advantagfoudy  employed  any  where  than  at  their  ovirn 
•threfholds.        ,  , 

;  Lord  Folhjtove  ma^e  a  few  obfervations  in  fupport  of  what 
Iwfl  iAUcn  f;.orn  Genrlcnien'on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe..  He 
'partiwulafly  touched  up<^ 'the 'fa6\  alluded  to  by 'Mf*  Cs^i* 
craft,  thai '  forac  or  the  oflfcfS  of  fervice  were  made  four 
months  ago^  which  He  c^niidered  ^i  arp;unient  in  favour  of 

'  poftpo«ii\^  the  difci'fllof),;^an(l   he  took  occafion  to  dcprc- 

Cite  the  pra^ice  of  fwffering  military  bodies  to  deliberate. 
•^*      The  qliefliofiibeiog  loudly  called  for, 
•  -'     Mt*  Secretary  jYorke  (aid  a  few  words  Jn  explanation,  and 
the  gallery  was  bleated  .in  expeflaiior^  of  a  divif^on.    The  ad- 
dr^fs,  liowever,  \iv as  carried  as  onginally  propofed,   without 
a  divifion  ;  and  at  twelve  o'clock  the  Houfc  adjourned. 


HOUgE   OF   COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  29. 

Mr.  Steele  reported  at  the  bar,  that  his  Majefty  had  been 
ixraited  upon  with  the  addrefs  of  that  Houfe  of  the  pceceding 
day,  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  receive  very  gr^cioiifly. 

Sir  John  Newport  prefented  a  petition  00  behalf  of  Joh^ 
Ogle,  £fq.  complaining  that  John  Manners,  Efq.  had  been 
unduly  returned  at  the  laft  eledlion  for  the  borough  of  llcbef- 
ter  ;  that  by  undue  means  a  colourable  majority  had  been  ob- 
tained for  the  faid  John  Manners,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
.petitioner,  who  had  the  majority  of  legal  votes,  &c.  Order- 
ed to  be  taken  into'eonftcleration  on  Thurfday  the  19th  of 
April  next. 

The  Secretary  at  War  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
snittee  of  Supply,  which  contained  a  refolution  upon  the  fub- 
jeA  of  the  civil  lift,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr,  Sheridan  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fub- 
jeAof  the  eleAion  for  the  borough  of  Lifkeard.  He  delivered  in 
a  declaration  on  behalf  of  Thomas  Sheridan,  Efq.  and  flgncd  by 
:him  in  the  form  required  in  fuch  cafe  by  the  afl  of  Parliamentt 
lignifying  that  he  did  not  infift  on  the  right  of  return  made 
«ahis  behalf  for  the  above  borough,  and  tha  he  Oimilfl  not 
ftroTeco)^  the  claim  under  Juch  return,  &c.    The  -natural  le- 
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Mx  of  which  Wat,  thst  thirty  days  were  to  be  given  to  die 
ele£tors  of  this  borongh  to  prepare,  if  they  (hall  be.fo  advi|ed^ 
to  fupport  the  return  vvhicli  the  candidate  decliiiect,  he  reiv- 
ing on  the  queftion  pf  intriisupon  the  election. 

It  was  here  doubled,  whether  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Thomas  She- 
tidan,  the  candidate,  canie  wtihin  the  provifions  of  the  aft 
of  Fdirtiament ;  and  upon  it  a  converfation  arofe,  which  end- 
ed in  an  adjournment  of  the  debate  until  Thurfday. 

LOYALTY  LOAM. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved  ihert  was  ta 
the  order  book  a  notice,  fignifying  the  intention  of  an  hoo. 
Member  of  that  Houfe  to  bring  forwaid  a  fubjeA  whicli 
had  before  been  (lated  to  him ;  it  was  a  motion  intended  to  be 
made  on  behalf  of  t.he  holders  of  a  loan,  vfualiy  denofainated 
the  loyalty  loan.— He  mud  be  pardoned  for  facing,  thai  as 
be  did  not  before  hear,  he  now  read  of  this  notice  with  a  con- 
(iderable  degree  of  furprife,  becaufe  he  did  not  underftand  it 
to  be  the  wiih  of  Gentlemen  concerned  on  that  fubjeA  to  . 
bring  itibrwatd  in  that  fiiape,  although  it  had  been  defired 
that  feme  decilion  (bould  take  place  upon  it  previous  to  the 
5th  of  April.  The  matter  was  of  importance,  and  after  hav- 
ing considered  the  queftion  upon  the  merits,  to  the  bed  of 
his  power,  and  having  fubmitied  to  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
General  a  ftatement  of  the  cafe,  their  opinion  was  that  the 
fubfctibers  to  the  loan  of  1796,  were  not  under  the  letter,  nor 
apparently  within  the  equitable  conftrudioii  of  the  law  made 
for  the  regulation  of  that  fubjed,  entitled  to  payment  of 
their  proportions  at  par,  previous  to  the  5th  of  April  1805. 

IRISH   MIXITIA. 

The  Secretary  at  War  brought  up  the  bill  for  empowering 
his  Majefly  for  a  time,  and  to  an  extent  to  be  Hmitcd,  to  ac- 
cept of  the  Cervices  of  fuch  part  of  the^  militia  of  Ireland  as 
may  voluntarily  offer  themrtlves  to  ferve  and  to  be  employed 
in  Great  Britain.  Read  a  iirft  time,  and  ordered  to'be  t^ii  a 
fecond  time  on  Friday  fe'nnight,  and  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the  militia  of  Ireland 
to  an  ej(tent  and  for  a  time  to  be  limited  was  brought  up, 
and  read  a(ir(l  time.     On  the  queftiou  for  the  fecoiid  read* 

ing, 

Mr,  Dint  obferved  that  when  a  bill  was  brought^ln,  in'con* 
fequrnce  of  the  apprehenfion  of  an  invafion,  it  wasp^oper 
the  Houfe  ihouid  be  informed  by  Minifters,  whdher  t^^heir 

Yya  '    aj^prt^hMfion 


Digitized  by 


Google 


34?  THE  PARUAMCKTARV  I^EGISTER.  [Commoiii^ 

apprehenfion  that  event  was  topr^  prQba]>lfi  now  than  it  vtm 
a  month  ago. 

The  Secretary  at  War  reminded  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
this  was  only  a  l^ilt  for  providing  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
militia  force  of  Ireland. 

Mn  Dent  Taid,  it'  was  a  bill  fpr  providing  means  to  jepl^^ 
i  certain  military  force  in  Irelandi  which  was  ^boul  to  be 
cilled'/rom  fhence,  on  account  of  the  exigencies  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  and,  therefore,  his  queRion  to  the  Minifter  waa 
perfedly  reafonabie.  What  he  wanted  to  know  was,  whc- 
ibsr  Great  Britiiln  was  in  more  danger  now  of  invafion  than 
it  had  been  a  month. ago  \  and  if  it  was,  whether  Ireland  was 
not  aUb  in  as  great  danger  as  Great  Britain,  from  the  fanie 
apprehenfion ;  for  unlefs  Great  Britain  was  in  greater  danger 
mnr  than  it  had  been  a  month  ago,  Minifiers  would  not  pre- 
tend  that  the  meafure  was  neceflary.  If  the  danger  was 
greater  now  to  this  country  than  it  was  a  month  ago,  but  that 
danger  was  eqtial  to  Ireland  as  to  this  countryt  then  the  mea- 
fune  wbdid  be  inefficient.  He  was  not  finguUr  in  the  opi- 
nion, that  the  difappointmont  would  be  great  indeed,  unlefr 
the  militia  of  this  country  madea  fimilar  oflFer  to  Ireland,  ais 
the  IrUh  militia  did  to  come  here.  This  was  a  matter  which 
required  foffie  explanation. 

The  Secretary  at  U-ar  contended,  that  the  obfervations  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  application  to  the  bill  then  before 
the  Houfe,  which  was  merely  a  bill  far  the  augmentation  of 
the  militia  of  Ireland,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  oflfer- 
ed  any  reafon  why  tliatmflitary  force  (hould  not  be  augment- 
ed. The  obfervations  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  feeroed  to  have 
been  intended  to  apply  to  another  bill  which  had  been  dif-- 
pofed  of  for  the  prefent,  namely,  the  bill  to  empower  his 
Majedy  to  accept  of  the  fervices  of  thofe  militias  of  Ireland, 
whb  (hall  voluntarily  oiFer  themfelves  for  the  fcrvice  of  this 
-country.  When  that  fubjeft  came  again  forward  for  difcuf* 
fioUt  it  would  be  proper  to  take  notice  of  the  obfervations  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman;  at  prefent  they  were  not  in  fcafon. 

Mr,  Dent  faid,  that  although  in  ItriAnefs  this  was  not  the 
bill  to  which  his  obfervations"  were  applicable,  yet  in  point 
of  common  fenfe,  the  obfervations  were  not  out  of  feafoni 
for  this  bill  was  part  of  the  fame  fyftem  as  the  other  bill. 
«  The  Sedr^ary  at  War  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
fecond  tiiVie  on  Friday  fe'nnight. 

-    Mf.^  Kihhaird  obje^ed  to  that  day,  on  account  of  its  being 
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iHb  rame  as  that  for  which  ib4  formci  bill  (lood ;  and  thab 
both  ought  pot  tp  be  difcufled  IQ  <uie.dayb 

The  &rrf/af7  ^  /^r  obrecvcd^  that  aa  both  the  btlh  veve 
upon  the  fame  ryftem.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  tk^  , 
Houfe  fltould  not'objed  lo  the.dirciiiEon.of  tbem  iipoo  die 
fame  diy. 

The  ImH  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Frida)f 
fe'nnight. 

Mr.  Ca?craft  moved  an  addreis  to  his  Maj«fty>  tbot  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  give  diredions  for  laying  before  the 
Houfe  a  lift  of  the  regiments  of  the  Irilh  militia,  who  bad 
amde  volifntary  ofFa-s  of  their  fervices  to  be  employed  in 
any  pait  of  Great  Britain  cJuring  the  war,  fpecifying  the  . 
date  of  each  ofler,  and  the  number  of  men,  &c.     Orderedv 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  Irifh  itiii^tia  families  bill, 

Mr.  Carry  obfeived,  for  the  fatisfadion  qf  Gentlemea 
wbo  took  an  intereft  in  this  event,  and  in  anfwer  to  the  ob« 
jeAion  which  had -been  taketi  to  this  meafure,  on  account  of 
the  diftance  the  objeds  of  it  were  to  travel  tq  obtain  tlieir 
allowance,  that  there  were  three  perfons  to  which  fucb  partiet. . 
had  aa  opportunity  of  reforting ;  the  treafurer  of.  tlie 
county*  tbecolledor  of  the  excife,  and  the  colledor  of  the 
afleiTments,  &c. }  fo  that  the  families  of  the  militia  of  Ire- 
land had  tfaeii  relief  and  aflifiance  as  it  were  at  their  own: 
door* 

The  bill  was  tlien  read  a  third  tirne^  and  paiTed. 

Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  that  the  Houfe 
fliould  at  its  rifing  adjourn  to  that  day  fe'nnigbt.    Ordered- 

CAPTURES  AT  TOULON. 

Mr*  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Supply  of  the  preceding  day^  refpe£Hhg  the  competi- 
iation  to'  Lord  Hood,  and  the  officers  and  then  under  his 
command,  for  the  value  of  the  ihips  taken  at  Toulon  in  the 
laft  war. 

Mr*'  Calcraft  obferved,  that  Lord  Hood  had  applied  to  the 
I^rds  of  his  Majefty's  Privy  Council,  who  feemed  to  think 
that  his  right  was  eftahlifhed.  The  Cl\l^iKcllor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  too  had  at  firft  fpoken  of  the  gt%Rt  as  a  matter  of 
right,  but  afterwards  be  thought  fit  to  ap|ieal  to  the  libe- 
rality of  the  Houfe.  That  was  certainly  a  Vi^ry  noble  and  a 
generous  feeling,  but  in  fucb  tiines  as  thf 'prefent,  wbeii 
the  country  had  fucb  taxes  and  other  burdens  upon .  its  : 
(boulders,  he-did  t^ot  think  ttiat  it  would  be  right  in  mem- 
bers  to  vote  away  the  money  of  their  cpnitituents  upon 
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plasms  of;  libcraKty  otily^  <  it  would  not  even  be  juftice  te» 
Ihetnfelvesy  who  muft  in  -confcquence  bear  t  pan  of  the  ex« 
liiive^  however  it  migbc  fuit  Gentlemen  who  had  other  ad- 
vsMHase^bcfidai  their  fortunes  to  look  to.    Hethenmotedi 
ibM  tSft  report  Ihoutd  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Mon<« 
day  fe'natghty  in  order  that  there  might  be  a  more  full  at- 
lefiA^ncut  and  that  Members  might  have  soi  opportunky  of 
con^dering  the  fubjeA  more  nsiautely.  . 
.  The  ^du$C0ii  GfwraltBx  John  Nicholl)  obferved,  that 
1^  had  KuAed  the  difcuttion  of  the  preceding  day.  woiiM 
hgve  f  ^vejntcd  his  troubling  the  Houfe ;  that  he  fully  agreed  in 
thie  general  principle  of  ufing  great  caution,  efpecially  at 
limes  of  preifuret  in  granting  the  public  money ;  but  rtie 
pretent  occafion  appoued  highly  proper   and  juft*     Even 
i|s  patter  of  legal  right,  he  entertained  a  ftrong  opinion,  that 
Loid  Hood  W9uld  have  been  entitled  to  obtain  the  condeoi« 
•ation  of  the  fliips,  &c.  taken  at  Toulon.     What  were  the 
fads  2    Lord  Hood  appeared  off  that  port  with  a  Britifli 
fieet — ^Toulon  was  part  of  the  enemy's  .territory.    He  had  a 
light  to  capture,  and  poffibly  would  have  captured  the  (hips 
m  qiieftion ;  the  inhabitants  offered  to  furrenider  f  hem  condi- 
lionally.    With  a  due  regard  to  the  public  Imerefts,  he  ac* 
cepted  the  furrender:  the  condition  was,  that    the  ihipa 
fliould  be  held  in  truft  for  the  Bourbon  family,  in  cafe  of  its 
refioration,  and  till  the  end  of  the  war.    While  the  war  coo- 
ttnued  the  (hips  ^ould  not  properly  be  condemned  ;  but  wbea 
a  peace  was  nuide»  extingoiflbinp  the  hope  of  rcftortng  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon,  by  recogniztng  the  new  Government, 
of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Toulon  were  become  fubjeAs, 
the  condition  was  at. an  end;  the  capture  became  abGohite. 
Poflibly  the  captQrs  wese,  of  legal  right,  entitled  to  the  Ihips 
as  prize  ;  but  ti^ero  might.be  mtfons  of  public  policy  for  not 
pulhiog  the  queftion  to  a^dccifioo^    Lord  Hood  was  con*  > 
tent  to  apply  to  the  bounty  of  the  Crown,  and  the  liberality  . 
ot  Failiament.     His  claim  was  underftated,  in  being deCcrifah- 
ed  as  an  application  to  the  Jiberality  of  the  Houfe :  it  appear* 
ed  to  be  a  claim  uppn  its.juftice;   for  bow  did  the  master 
ftdod  ?     The  (hips  yyere  acquired  from  the  enemy.    AH  pro« 
peny  acquire4  in  ,war,  in  the  nature  of  booty,  belc^gs -cither 
tOftlie  Crown  itrejf,  or  to  the  captors  as  grants  of  the -Crowo*' 
and  ivQtfto  the  pubJic*.    Thefe  (hips  howex-er  had  been  «p^ 
pUc;d  ito^theufe  ot  the^publto;  what  then*  wks  the  oppltca* 
t*oo  {.  ^t>>r  (be  caputs  fan^ioned  by  the  Croiwni  in  whdffl  < 
alpo^  the  property  vefled,  (hould  be  paid  by  the  public^  who 
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Jrad  teemed  a  yalntble  conKderation^  in  that  to  which  it  hod 
no  legal  righr*  The  public  >vas  iq  jafticc^  aii4  nut  merely 
III  iiberalUy»  bound  to  pay  for  ih^fy  lbip.s«  lo  reCpeSt  to  th^ 
9moiinr  den^acylei),  the  application  «n  Jxhalf  of.l»or4  Hoitf/ 
,was  equally  rnoderate»  Th.c  ibips  4eitrnyed  were  mu  pro^ 
paired  to  be  paid  for ;  the  value  of  thpfe  deftiioycd'  at  Aboujeir 
and  Copenhagen  wa«  gt^cn  to  the  captors ;  and  although  the 
§cqMiniioQ  ot'  Tpulon  was  hot  to  be  oomparei  tq  ihe  victories 
of  Aboukir  atid  Copeithagea  \n  point  of  r|ilefidoury  ytt 
furelv  it  waa  an  tniportant  public  fcmce;  it  gave  a  blow  to 
the  French  marine*  from  which  it  never  recovered:  there 
was  alfo  no  appiicaiiqin  for  head-money ;  nor  fof  Imcreft, 
^flthottgh  the  public  had  had  the  poflcflTion  and  ufe  of  ihe 
fl)ips;&ove  ten  years;  but  m'^rely  for  the  appraifed  valucf 
of  the  (hips  and  (lores,  as  they  were  originally  converted  to 
the  public  Tervice.  He  concluded  with  faying,  ifcar  he -mud 
applaud  the  forbearance  and  moderation  (hewn  on  behalf  of 
Lord  Hood,  in  tnakiog  the  application;  but  fbould  nof 
^mire  the  liberality  ^o£  the  Honfe,  nor  entertain  a  very  high 
ppioton  of  its  jurtlce,  if  it  fliould  helitate  in  graaring^t. 

Cdonfl  /f^ocd obfervedy  that  it  was  with  extreme  reJuQance 
he  oppofed  a  meafu re  which  had  for  its  objed  rennuneratioi) 
to  our  brave  countrymen,  to  whom  ail  of  us  are  fo  much  in* 
debtf^d;  but  ihe  fame  fenfe  of  duty  which  induced  the  right 
hoo.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  fubmtt  the  confide* 
ration  of  this  fubjed  to  the  judgment  of  the  Houre»  impeU 
led  him  to  refift  the  propoiition  as  an  unnece(rary  facrifice  of 
the  piiblic  treafure,  at  a  time  when  the  moft  rigid  economy 
was  oeceflary  to  enable  us  to  repel  one  of  the  mod  form  id:/ 
able  attacks  meditated  againft  this  country.     He  expre(ro4 
his  furprife  at  the  arguments  of  the  learned  and  hon.  Gtrntle* 
man  (the  Advocate  General),  who  treated  the  (hips  brought 
away  fiom  Toulon  as  if  a  common  capture,  when  in  faa 
they  wore  a  facrcd  pledge  to  the  Britifh  Admiral  for  the 
Royal  Family  of  France,  and  however  imprc>habie  their  re- 
ftoiattonmay  be,  yet  much  mocetmexpeded  and  more  ex- 
traofdinary  events  have  happened  within  thefe  few  years  pad. 
With  what  juftice  therefore  the  country  can  be  now  called 
on  to.purchafe  thofe  (hips  which  were  brofight  away  ftt>ih  ' 
Toulon,  from  thofe  who  by  neither  the  laws  of  war,-  of 
honour,  or  common  honefty,  have  any  right  to  fell,  has  not 
yet  been  jexplained.     He  was  ready  to  bear  ample  teRimony 
to  the  very   meritorious  fervices  of  the  noble  Lord,  but  to 
^eak  of  the  buGoels  orf  Toulon  as  an  honeft  man.  It  was 
'  ■  '      *    •  •  -•  -.  ■     One" 
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bnefrom  which' neither  the  noble  Admiral  nor  his  coumr7 
could  ever  derive  much  credit.  From  every  account  he  l)ad 
ready  it  appeared  to  be  a  complete  furpirife,  other  wire  every 
(hip  that  was  deftroyedy  would  at  this  hour  have  ad^ed  ta 
the  flrength  of  the  Briti(h  navy.  Whatever  might  be  the 
fentirhents  of  Gentlemen  within  thefc  walls,  yet  many  with- 
out thought  that  the  noble  Lord,  in  place  of  being  rewarded 
for  the  few  (hips  brought  away,  ought  in  juftice  firft  to  pay 
for  all  thofe  vclFels  which  were  lef(  behind,  and  which,  had 
tneafures  of  precaution  been  adopted  in  time,  might  un- 
doubtedly have  been  fecured.  He  "begged  leave  to  exprefs 
his  firm  convifiion,  that  in  fubmitting  this  claim  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Houfic,  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  afiuated  folely  by  a  fenfe  of  public  duty,  and 
of  rendering  juftice  to  a  meritorious  body^of  ttien,  of  whole 
merits  noperfon  thought  more  highly  than  himfelf. 
'  Mr.  Jones  apprehended  that  great  danger  might  arife  froq[i 
letting  commanders  know,  that  if  they  burfied  the  enemy's 
Ibips  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay  for  them.  He  thouglit 
the  atchlevement  of  that  adlion,  one  of  the  moft  brilHaiit 
in  the  courre  of  laft  war,  and  that  it  fcaled  the  deftru£Hon  of 
the  French  navy. 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared  that  he  really  thought  he  Taw  a  great 
deal  of  brilliancy  in  the  conflagration  of  a  number  of  Aips^ 
or  any  other  large  article  that  was  capable  of  being  burned. 
In  no  other  view  could  he  fee  the  brilliancy  of  that  fine  at^ 
chtevem^nt.  Ihe  deftruftion  of  the  French  navy  had  been 
faid  to  be  fealed  at  that  time,  and  yet  he  could  fee  that  it  was 
fealed  agaip  at  Abouktr  in  five  years  afterwards;  and  again, 

;|in  two  years  after  that,  another  feal  was  put  upon  it  at  the 
jHelder.     It'was  obfervcd,  that  all  prixcs  were  .the  right  of 

'  the  Crown  ;  certainly  fo,  but  of  the  Crown  in  truft  for  the 
people.  Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  fobjeft,  he  thought 
that  Lord  Hood  was  to  blame  in  that  tfanfaftibn,  and'he  had 
refufed  him  the  thanks  x>f  the  Houfe  on  that  accotmt;  If* 
any  honour  was  to  be  claimed^  in  the  bufinefs, '  Sir  Sidney 
Smith  was  entitled  io  it.  The  change  in  the  opinion  cv 
Gentlemen  from  right  to  liberality  reminded  him  of  a  part  of 
a  play,  where  Lord  I^bppington  was  applied  to  for  fomts 
money;  firft  it  was  demanded  as  a  right,  and  afterwards  it  was 
alked  as  a  favour,  to  whidh  he  replied — 

•*  Then,  if  thou*lt  take  it  any  how,  Tam,  stab  my  vitals.** 

..The  hon.  Member  then  noiiced^^that   there   were  in  the 
(latement  of  (hips  taken  or  deftroyed  at  Toulon,  8  Oiipi 
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mfiftked  witfc  0  little  crofs,' thus  f ,  Which  were  faW  ticrf^to 
haye  beeo  brought  pui  of  the  h^rbqur,  or  ever  to  Have  coflie 
into  V18  M^efty's  fcrvice.  There  (hips  were,  however,  m- 
eluded  {q  the  eftimafe.  He  therefore  begged  the  Chancellbr 
of  the  Exchequer  to  tate  particular  notice  of  this  circum- 
ftancc»  as  he  w^  fure  that  the  paper  w.is  not  his  drawing  up, 
Hok-  indeed  did  it  lodk  like  any  adt  of  the.prefent  AdminiRra- 
tion.  He  hoped  alfo  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
or  foiDe  other  officer  of  the  Crown,  would  look  at  the  mo- 
ddly  of  tho  prayer  of  the  petition  It  prayed  that  his  Majef- 
ly  would  be  plcafed  to  order  that  fo  niuch  nioney  fhould  be 
paid  by  his  Majefty's  Advocate  General.  This  was  fo.  u'n- 
oo^ftftuti'onal  a  manner  of  granting  public  tnohey,  that  He 
fltatly  could  not  think  who  it  was  that  could  advife  fuch  a 

5 proceeding,  and  thai  too  for  (hips  which  never  came  into  the 
crvice  of  the  public. 

The  Majitr  of  the  Rolls  faid,  that  in  the  praAicc  of  flates, 
as  well  as  the  conduct  of  individualsi  there  mighf  be  demand;s 
li4iich  they  were  bound  to  comply  with,  although  there  was 
no  pofitive  Uy^i  tipon  the  fubje<^;  they  were  bound  to'do 
yfhix  they  ought  jiot  to  abfiain  from  doing.  From  the  reigii 
of  Qiieen  Anne  to  the  prefent  moment  the  copntry  had  never 
derived  benefit  from  captures  without  remunerating  the  cap- 
torS.  What  ground  was  there  in  this  inftance  for  their 
i)relkiA'g  In  upon  the  uniformity  of  proceeding  in  thefe 
cafes?  If  Lord  Hood  could  have  proceeded  to  Condemnation 
to  the  court  of  Admiralty,  there  was  no  occaQon  to  come  to  the 
Houfe,  and  furcly  it  would  not  be  contended  that  the  Houte 
was  nevei  to  be  liberal  except  in  thofe  cafes  where  they  had 
no  difcre^ion.  The  (hips  in  queftion  were  part  of  the  enemy's 
force,  and  might  have,  remained  fo.if  it  had  not  been  for  tb^* 
etertlons  of  Lord  Hood.  Lord  Hood  bid  ult^tor  obiefls  !zi 
view,  and  therefore  abftained  fro^i  e;cerct(|ng  tbe  ftrtd  rights 
of  War;  it  thus  became  a  qualified  furrcfn'der,  ai^d  this  was. 
an  Q^fiacie  to  proceeding  in  the  court  of  AdthiraUy ;  but  '{He 
prejudice  to  the  enemy  was  not  lef^.  T6  poflpooeihis  fiiS- 
yStf  upon  the  fuegeftion,  that  if  the  old  rrench  monarchy 
%a$  reSdred,.  the  ihips  ought  to  be  reftored  to  that  GovefA- 
^nent,  might  be  delaying  it  for  ever,  upon  the  mere  poffcbi- 
Ihy  of  that  Government  being  reinftated ;'  but  furely  iherfe 
muft  bJa^limit  to  fuch  a. condition.  All  the  fads  relaHng 
to  the  capture  of  the  (hips  were  notorious;  all  the.  papers 
which  were  necefTary  had  been  laid  upon  the  tabU/and  he 
*;     Vol.  n.  i8o3-4*       .  Zx  trufted 
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trulltd  th»t  ihc  claim  would  be  acceded  to,  founded  us  it 
wastD  juftice. 
•  The  ChtmcelloY  of  the  Exchequer  ob&rved  that  an  ho|i^ 
Member  oppoHte  (Mr.  Sheridan)  laboured  under  fomc  mif- 
apprchenGoii  s^s  to  the  eight  (hips  which  were  mentioned  in 
t|}e  report^  but  were  never  broujgbt  imp  an  £ngli(h  harbour« 
The  fad  was,  that  thefe  (hips  had  born  the  Englifh  fiag.^ 
and  had  been. employed  in  the  Mediterranean  during  part  of 

*  the  year  1793.  At  the  time  the  other  (hips  were  deilroycd 
by  our  fltc  t,  thi^fe  eight  veJTcJs  were  defJroyed  by  the  batte- 
ries of  the  enemy.  Under  thefe  circumftances  they  had  been 
incfiided  in  the  general  account;   but  he  thought  it  neceflary 

.  to  mention,  that  the  whole  fum  charged  for  thenv  was  ncu 
nujcK  above  feven  thoufand  pounds  As  to  tlie  application 
of  the  money*  he  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  underftand  that  the 
whole  film  would  not  be  ifftied  in  the  (irft  indahce*  It  was 
meant  that  only  fucii  a  fum  (hould  be  iifued  as  was  fuificient 

*for  meeting  the  demands  made  out  by  principals  or  their  re- 
latives, I'he  red  of  the  fum  voted  would  reniain  In  the 
hands  of  the  treafury  till  wanted. .  He  bad  only  further  to 
addt  that  th^  prefent  meafure  was  one  folely  originating 
lieiih  ihofe  now  prefiding  over  his  NIajeRy's  Governcnent.' 
As  far  as  Lord  Hood  was  concerned^  every  thing  was  done  io 
thjc  face  of  day ;  and  whatever  blarpe  attached  to  the  meafure 
re (\ed  entirely  with  Miniders.  He  refilled  any  further  delay 
as  ouiie  unn^ccfTary. 

,  Afr,  Bankei  fiipported  the  grant  generallyt  but  was  againft 

giving  any  allov^ance  fur  the  eight  mips  which  had  been  re- 

ferred  to,  or  indeed  for  any  other  part  of  the  eflimatcs  which 

was  not  fully  made  out  to  the.faiisfadion  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.Johnftpne4tsi\^  that  Lord  Hood  had  it  in  his  power 

'to  have  taken  the  French  fleet  at  Toulony  which  was  got 

^pofleflion  of  folely  by  a  capitulation  with  the  inhabitants  of 
th^  town,  l-te  did  not  admit  that  there  was  ^ny  thing  on 
tHe  part  of  Lo^d  Hood  which  entitled.him  to  fo  large  a  re* 
biuneration  as  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  particularly  at  a  oio* 
nient  when  our  annual  expenditure  exceeded  (ifty  millions. 
He  declared  that  he  could  nor,  on  the  grounds  alleged^  agree 
to  tlie  grant  which  had  pafled  the  Committee. 
.  il/r.  Jlexander  fupporied  the  grant,  on  the  grounds  of 
equity,  policy,  a^nd  expediency. 

Mr,  liurrovghs  was  in  favour  of  .the  refolution ;  the<  pnKerd-* 

ings  adverted  to  were  part  of  tl^e  fyftem  of  warfare,  apd  furely* 

..    ^  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


M AMiT  29.)  CAPftJRIS  Ar  TOULOnI-     '  *'  3  j 5 ' 

it  vms  ttof  £or  that  teftiish  the  notl«  AAnirtil  fliould  lore  itie" 
right  which  attachjcd  to  htcn  in  that  caplcliy.      On  prirtcr* 
pies  oi  pubfic  juftiee,  he  concurred  with  the  arguments  of 
ihe:rig^)r-honj  atuj  (eaih^ll  Gentleman  on  the  floor;  it  Wfts" 
clear  in  potntof  iaw^  \hat  the  King's  prdrogatlve^aitachedtii'i 
fuch  captures  as  ih4:>feHnde»cdnfidcration;  njfy,  tJnder  fuch" 
circumflaiices^the  Ktn^  (\iight  make  a  grant  of  ffiiem4yy  hi^  ^ 
own  avtboriiy;  but  Minifters  coming  HrPari?ament  as  they* 
had  dune,  were  higWy-defcrvtng  6f  appTobation.  '   ' 

Dn,  Laitrencc  argued  in  fupport  of  the  aB^cntlmerit.     He'at 
firtt  adtcrted  fo  the  ftriagtiitddeof  the  fiim.     He-'afkcd  whert^ 
irwas  that^ue  reward  wa?:  not  given  16  thoffe  ^i)vho  meriidd'! 
it,  in  the  way  in    which  the  noble  Admiral  did?  Hew^is' 
ready  to  agree  as  to  the  King's  right'  of  granting,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  by  virtue  of  his  pytrogiti^c;  'but  \\\t  cafe  brought  be- 
fore Tirfetnem  as  Ifivas,  they  (hould  havd  forfie  better 
ground  to  go  upon  than  a  report  of  Uic  PriVy  douncil*.     He 
claimed  as  a  member  of  *ParhnmetiH  ^hat  fome  nieans  (hould  , 
be  given  <5f  cxerclfing '  their  judgment    upon  that  which 
they  were  called  upon  lo  grant.     He  could  r^ fer  tp  every  cafe 
which  occurred  from  the  reign  of  QiJcfMi'Xnnc  downwards. 
It  was  onneceflary  to  have  adverted  to  the  repeated  votes  of 
thanks  by  that  Houfe  to  the*  noble  Lord  in,  queftion.      He 
duly  appreciated,  his  naarilorioua  condu£^  m -the  occafion  ; 
the  more  fo,  as  he,  in  a  great  dtfgree,  pl^oceli^ded  upon   his 
own  refponfibility.     The. words  pf  the  Privy  dpuncil  were, 
that  foroedue  rewards  (hould  be  given;  but  if  Parliament 
wese  to  apportion  thdfe,fome /means  (hould  be  afibrded  tfaehi 
of  jtxIgtDg  what  was  prop^it  "In  this  inftance  there  was" 
certainly  a  claim  to  equitable  reward,  and  he  wi(hed  it  might  - 
appear  on  the  face  of  the  thing.     He  was  averfe  to  a  general 
fwBqpiog  grant.     He  objected  to  the  preffifrtt  mode  of  proceed-  * 
ing^at'tlie  faiT>e  time  he  confidered  this  affair  as  by  no  meana- 
a  perfooal  miDisUrial  qtienion;  Aeither  had  it  arty  cbilctrn^^ 
with    the    late    Adminirtration.      He  believed'  it   refufted'' 
from  an  application  to  the  equity  of  the  Cr^woi  tat.  as  be* 
ing  originally  grounded  in  no  (Vri£l  legal  right.  ^  '    ' 

1l\^  Aaorhcy  (Pw<^rfl/ obft.rved,  that  ift  filch  a  cafe,-ftie 
King,  bv  his  prer(»ganve,  might  have  given  the  (hips  in  the'' 
frrftinftance  to  the  captor^;  hut  in  confcqticnce  of  the  mode 
of  proceeding  which  it  was  deemed  proper  to  adopt,  the  Vahic" 
thereof -was  )Hupofed  to  be  given.  ■   Under  rhcttrcumftances* 
of  this  cafe,  ir   was  a  miitie^  of  indiiference,  whether  the 
pofieffion  was  achieved  by  capture  or  not,  as  it  was  of  that 
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nature  titat  "waf  nbbdiArtbtttdbk  uiidAC.ibe  prize  aA^  fo  tbat 
no^iighi  vf?iled  iii-i/ihe.captQU  .iHc  kn^wof  no  inflanve 
iiftce  the  reign  of*  Qiiern  Aiine»  whdr^  a  liberal  remunera- 
ti^  had  nQt  heemgi^resi  in  fuqb  icaies.  I»  tb^  ppefent  a 
xVJfnb^v  of  y§9rs»  i]  or  12,  had  ^ia^fed  finoe  the  event, 
apd.the  Ki^,  in  )ils:iwi>iik:cnce  and. liberality,  WA&pieafed 
iQ  aiake  a  grant  of  the  whole.  Ai^  tU^circumflanccs  were 
under  tl^e  Cft^d^ration  of  the  Croyirni  and  ii  was  the 
royal  decifion  that^tiie  whole  fi\ouULbe  grante<]._.     ,,.  . 

^The  quefUoOr  being  called,  for,  4,be  iame  was  p|it,:on 
^bi,ch  thean^efdmenr  was  negatived  ;  ^nd  the  rAloli4iqn  of 
the  Committee  ^f  .ijupply,  Uiat.aluai  not  exceeding  U&9,Z'JtJl^ 
be  gratitcdy  &c.  was,  formally  ratified  by  the  Houfe.   ,    ., 

Mr,  D/entnotihed  his  intention  tp^moye  on  Monday,  fe'n- 
night,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  ad  far.raif- 
jog  the  fum  of  la  n)iJlions  by.  way  pif.  annuity,,  k^owp  by 
the  name  of^  the  loyfiity  loan.    /  ,  . 

'  Th9  hoh.Ceptiemanthen  pr^f^nted  a  petition  froin  c^r-r 
tain  barley  growers  in  the  county  of  I^incoln;  ^vyliich  wa$ 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.     '   *'  .^  /. 

^V^djourned  till  Th'uifday  nei^t. ''     


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

•'lH'URS0Ay,"A1?RIL   5.  i  ♦ 

>  TlieEarl  of'Weftmeatb,  one  of  the  Irilh  reprefenta* 
tkre  Peers,  and  Lord  Grey  de  Howie,  were  iworn  and  took 
theJ8ieats(*  •,  » 

!Mr;  FowJer,'  fbom  the  commiffioners  of  tbe-cuAoni^, 
prbfeoted  an  account  of  the  balances  apd  arrears  due  from 
tbeJOeveral  coUedocs  at  the  ports  in  England,  oa  thcMSth 
o^  Janury.  laft»;  as  far  as  the  fanie  could  be  made  Up.  Or- 
dpttd  tOi  lie  oft  the  table. 

The.  bUb  v^p&n  the  table  were  fojjwarded  in  their  rcfpec- 
tive  ftages.  '   k.  "■  ' 

•^.yi^^lPjdf  rjfor  cowraitting  the^Scotch  bank  -till  was  dif- 
dtuirg^d,.  a{f0  renewed  fot'  the  n^xt  day.  '     * 

The  Ivarl  of  Par^itiputh  reported, to  Majctfty's  anCwer.io 
a  .recent  addAief^  of  ^b^ir  L(0«d4Up&i.  rc4pe£ting  tl)^  pruduc- 
txon  of  certa^^papers, 'the,.e;^^.  of  whiph  Wias,  tha^^iiis 
Majefty  woul4.fflKC,di|:e(J^ioj^  apc»v/d^ngly,        .  ,.  • 

c    •:  ^  VOLUN- 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  Hoofe  to  rc- 
folve  itfclf  into  a.  Committee  upon  tliis  bill, 

'  Lord  Grerru'iiU'obkrxred\  that' with ^relpeft  tcJa  very  im-' 
portant  ,l'ub)cft,  forming  jsl  part  of  the  prefenCbifU  and' 
which  had  undcrgonb  fomc  difctiffi6Yi*previous  to  the  recefs, 
namely  the  prerogative  of  his  Majj^fty  to  call  'put  the  po-' 
pulation  of  the  country,  xi  was  not  his  intention  to  olftr 
any  obfcrvations  upon  it  in  the  Committee,  as  herpropoied' 
op  a  future  clay  to  bring  in  a  bifl  upon  the  fubjcH.       ' 

Their  Lordffiips  then  went  intd  a  Ct  aimittec  upcm  the 
Wlf,  Lord  Waffi-ttgllam  in  the  bhitr:* 

l*lie  confid^ration  of  the  prcamblfe' being  poftpbned,'  the 
Cohniitttee  proceeded  to  drlcufs  the  claufes  and  provilions 
of  tHe  bill,  and  icvefal.  amendments  we^e  propofcd  by  Lord 

Grenville,   "One  of 'thefe  related  to  the  exemptions. rhe" 

noble  Lord  (5b'fefived,  if  Ihould  be  cleat  and  explicit,  how* 
far  the  exemptiiitis,'  in  certain  cafes,  were  meant. th  be  ex- 
tended.    This  wks  by  no  means  thfe  cafe,  as  the  bill  then 
flood;  as,'  to  quah'fy  for  thefe,  it  washeceflary  that  rctJfnk 
of  certain  attendances  at  exerdfe,  &c.  Ihould  be\tnude;it' 
three  diftindt  periods  of  the  year:  the  firft  of  thole  was  Aa 
or  before  the  iftofjariuafy  in  each  year,  and  the  laft  was' 
on  the  21ft  of  September.     How  a  return  could  be  made 
before  the  ift  of' Januaiy  in  each  year,  was  to  him  inex-^ 

Jrlicable,  yet  foJt  was  provided  in  the  bill;  and  with  re-' 
jpeft  to  thofe  volunteers  who  did  not  attend  the  days  of 
exercife,'  &c^  until  after  the  21  ft  of  September,  as  number!' 
of  the  working  people  could  not,  on  account  of  the  har-  ' 
veft,  or  other  necefTary  occupations,  great  doubts  obtained ' 
as  the  law  at  prefcnt  flood.     With  a  view  to  obviate  thefe  ' 
doubts,  and  to  place  that  part  of  the  nicafure  under  fome  , 
fyfteraatic  regulation,  he  moved  an  amendment  to  the  ef- 
fcA,  that  no  volunteers  included  in  the  returns  made  be- 
twrceil  the  iff  of  May  lb03,  and  the  ift  of  May   1«04, 
Ihould  be  liable  to  any  ballot  Which  took  place  before  the  , 
1ft  of  Aupft  1804.. 

■Lord  Ila'whjbury  obfervcd,  that  what  fell  frcim  the  noble 
Lord  chiefly  ictcned  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  not 
to  any  part  which  could  regularly  tall  Under  the  conlidcra- 
tion  of  a  Committee.  The  operation  of  the  bilt  was  for. 
the  mofl  part  prolpeftive ;  its  objeft  Was  to  repeal  the  ex- 
ifting  A£h  upun  the  fubjedV;  and  'to  provide  a  fyftem  for  the 
future  regulation  of  the  vokrntecr  corps.  He  dirajpprovcd 
of.  the  noble  Lofd's  aniendment. 

Lord 
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Lord  Harrowby  made  fome  obfervations  upon  what  he 
coni^er^d  as  tlie  total  want  of  iyflem  or  conliilency  in  the 
conduft  of  Minifters  with  rcfpeA  to  the  volunteer  corps, 
and  adverted  to  certain  parts  of  the  bill  in  iliuflrattoa  of  his 
pofition. 

Lord  King  fupported  what  bad  fallen  fcom  Lord  Gren- 
vllle  upon  the  fjbj^^^. 

The  Lord  Chancelhr  vindicated  the  conduA  of  Govern- 
ment upon  the  fubjcft  in  queftion.'  The  npbic  Lord  alfo/ 
took  occafion  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  ite  law  officers  of 
the  Crown»  with  re(pe£l  to  the  opinions  given,  &c.  and 
with  which  undue  licence  had  been  taken;  he  did  not 
sucan  in  parliamentary  debates,  but  in  'paiiiphiets,  and 
other  modes  of  public  difcuiCoo^  where  thefe  refpedable 
Gentlemen  had  not  an  oppoitunity  of  defending  thepifelves. 
He  thought  this  rather  hard.  He  obferyed, ,  Uiat  on  th^ 
occafion  alluded  to,  the  former  courfi^  of  praAice  bad  been 
followed.  They  fhbuld  confider  the  iroprafticability  of 
framing  an  a£t  ^  as  to  meet  every  poffible  cafe,  and  tg  ob- 
viate every  contingent  difficulty.  He  remaikcd  upon  the 
far  greater  facility  to  find  fault.than  to  amend. 

Lords Kirenville  and.Harrowby  fpoke  in  explanation,  and 
feverally  difclaimed  an  intention  in  what  th^y  had  faid,  to., 
reiledl  in  the  ilighteft  degree  upon  his  Maje%'s  prefent  \6,^  \ 
officers:    the  latter   Peer  piofeffcd  the  ^armeft  pcrfonal' 
friendfliip  for  the  learned  Attorney 'General. 

Lord  Hawkcjbury  thought  the  courfe  adopted  with'rcfpcft ' 
to  taking  the  opinion  of  his  Majefly*s  law  officers,  as  to  the  * 
conflruction  of  the  aCts,  was  preferable  to  promulgating 
what  might  be  the  interpTcitation  of  Miniftei-s  thereof,  and  . 
much  mote  fatisfadory  to  individuals.  '    . 

1  he  amendment  propofed  by  Lord  Grenvilje  was  ncg|ia-  * 
tived. 

On  the  claufe  which  went  to  authorize  his  Majefty  to 
accept  the  fcrvices  of  additional  corps  of  yeomanry  or  vo- 
lunteers, a  difcuffion  took  place. 

Lord  GrenvilU  contended  for  the  impolicy,  in  the  prefent  * 
circumdanccs  of  the  country,  of  increafing  the  number  of 
volunteer  corps,  or  of  the  number  of  men  to  which  they 
now  aAually  amount.  He  thought,  fo  far  from  entertaining 
an  idea  •f  increahng  the  number  of  corps,  a  provifion 
ftould  be  made  for  incorporating  fmaller  bodies,  fo  as  to 
render  the  force  in  general  more  fulceptible  of  fyftematic 
regulation,  lender  thefe  impreffions  he  propofed  the  omif- 
iion  of  the  words  in  the  claufe  which  enadied  as  above. 

'    This' 
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This  propofitioiL. was  oppofed  by  the  Earl  of  Weftmore* 
landj  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  'Hawkefbury,  and  other 
Peers. — One  of  the  leading  argamf  nts  was,  the  impolicy 
of  depriving  the  King  of  the  power  of  accepting  foch  of- 
fers 3$  might  be  made  to  replace  thofe  volunteers  who  may 
retire,  now  aa  unlimited  power  of  refignation  was  reqog- 
nifed  ;  it  was  not  contended  that  the  nomber  of  corps  ought 
to  be  incr^fed^  and  ilill  lefs.that  the  aggregate  number, 
.  with  a  refeience  to  the  other  military  fervices  of  the  coun- 
try, fliouid  be  increafed  beyond  its  prefent  amount. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  particularly  remarked  the  inconfif- 
tency  of  thofe  who  profeued  to  cenfure  Government  at  one 
time  for  repreffing  the  zeal  and  enei^y  of  volunteers  in 
coming  forw^ird^  and  now  blamed  Minifters  for  keeping 
them  up  in  too  great  numbers.  He  believed  there  was  not 
a  iingte  volunteer  who  would,  in  the  event  of  invaiion* 
take  advantage  of  his  power  of  refignation,  but  would  come 
forward  and  die,  if  necellaryi  in  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Lord  Grenville  argued  in  defence  of  his  propofition,  and 
noticing;  what  had  fallen  from  a  noble  Lord  (Auckland), 
refpe£king  the  impropriety,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances*  of  rendering  the  country  diffident  of  his  Majefty's 
prefent  Govemmcnt,  he  faid  he  for  one  ftrongly  felt  a  dif- 
fidence. He  had  ailigned  his  reafon  for  fuch,  and  it  was 
his  objeA  to  ini'pire  their  Lordfhips  alfo  with  a  Hmilar  dif- 
fidence. 

Lord  Ilobart^  in  remarking  upon  the  noble  Lord's  con- 
fident aflertions  of  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
volunteer  fyftcm,  obferved,  that  did  fuch  clogs  aiid  diffi- 
culties exift,  the  numbers  could  never  have  fwelled  to  their 
prefent  amount. 

The  Duke  of  Montrofe  diflFered  from  the  noble  Lord 
(Grenville)  in  many  of  his  pofitions,  and  feemed  to  think 
tbe  power  iliould  be  given,  when  the  liberty  of  refignation 
was  conCdered,  to  hiS'  Majeily  to  accept  the  future  offers 
of  fervicc  by  volunteers. 

The  quellion^was  then  put»  and  the  claufe  ordered  to 
{land  in  its  original  form. 

One  or  two  other  amendments  propofcd  by  Lord  Gren- 
ville were  alfo  negatived. 

On  the  claufe  relative  to  the  exemptions  from  compu^- 
ibry  fervice»  a  difcuffion  took  place. 

jLord  Grenville  viewed  the  fubftance  of  that  claufe  as  a 
meafure  of  partiality,  from  the  very  obvious  nature  of  its 
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tefidctfcy,  and'  a^  a  nieafurc  wblch  Was  'frkirifeiJ  W  ;|>TincU 
pfes  dir^ftJy  oppofite  to  thofe  principles  of  frccflomf  arid 
•equ^l  diftnbution  of  juflScd  which  Ure  the  pridi  and  glofy 
of  a  ftitifh  conftitution.  'Wis  Lordfhip  concluded 'by  tndv. 
ing  an  amendment,  in  futftante  purporting  f!iat  thofe 
whofe  fei vices  (hall  "be  ^ hereafter  accepted  of  fhrflhof  be 
entitled  to  ^xcmplibri.    *      '       ^  "       '        •  '       ' 

LardUmvkiJhnr'y  ftated)  that  tliC  cxemptrons  were  regu- 
laledTn  (he  Inoil  equal  manner  poffible.  Ekemptionina'd 
been  grahted  td  fome  pcrfons  bt  the  LegifJiitUTe,  under  a 
former  aft.  He  fubmitted  to  their  Lordihips  if  it  was  not 
juft'fliattFic  fcivice  of  thofe,  wh^fe  "Offer  waS  ntft  dnl-y'cb- 
e^tenfive  but  in  fame  inftanres  more  extended,  fttoirld  be 
confidered  a?;  fairly  entitled  to  the  privileges  or  immunitf^s 
whlclV  h^d  been  granted  by  the  former  aft  ?     "       '       '    *  * 

Lord  Hat  rcwhy  called  to  their  Lordfliips'  attfention  tbe 
probability  of  fcveral  having  entered  into  -volunteer  corps 
with  other  views  than  that  of  defending  their  country 
againft  a  threatened  invaiion.  The  minds  of  men  were 
not  altogether  fo  pure  that  we  could  fairly  foppofe  that 
when  they  found  themfelves  threatened  vrith  a  very  fevefc 
fervfce,  Ihey  would  not,  in  many  inftances,  endeavour  to 
,  commute  it  for  a  lighter  and  an  eafier  Icrvice. 

The  Earl  of  fVeflpiomland  declared  that  he  thought  it 
wouM  be  impofliblc  tb" frame  a  meafure  of  this  defcriplion 
without  being  liable  to  fome  objeftion.  The  invafion  which 
was  now  impending,  or  fuppoied  to  be  fo,  ccmid  not  with 
propriety  be  rcckoned'more  alarming  than  any  former  ftatc 
of  the  country,  taking  in  all  the  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe, 
though  that  was  a  point  which  was  too  generally  dwelt  up- 
on. Laft  war  we  had  fedition  at  home  in  Great  Britain, 
rebellion  in  Ireland,  and  an.  eoemy  conftantly  on  the  watch 
to  aflift  the  difafFefted,  and  pr6mote  the  extertfion  of  their 
plans. 

Lords  Darnley,  Carnarvon  and  King,  '  fupported  the 
amendment,  and  urged  the  impropriety  of  the  daufe  in'  its 
prefent  form.  ^  #- 

Lord  Bolton  aUowcd  the  inequrJity  of  the  operation  of 
thc^exemptioQS  in  fome  cafes,  fcutftatcd  lluit  the  ptcTogfc^- 
ti^e  of  the  Crown  Ihould  be  exerciled  in  a  liberal  and  ex- 
tended view  in  time  of  daneqr. 

Lord  Grenvi/It  dcQh):cd,  that  thfre  was  no  fiirh  principle 
adroiH^d- in  the  Britifh  c.onftiUitloo,  as  tiia*  of  ihcCroTO 
'having  ^pght  to  fcje£t  anv  one  clafs  r»f  n^  fi^bjcfts  for  mc- 
coMjCiriiu  and  point  out  Othcrsr  for  military  dfty  ;  it  was  ror 
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iiQrrcnt  to  the  very  foundation  of  a  free  coni^itullon*  .But  it 
Appeared  to  him,  that  his  Majeily*s  Minifters  had  09  fixed 
plan  or  fentiment  by  which  to  regulate  their  conduA.  A  va«> 
ticty  of  inftanccs  Were  to  be  adduced  if  neceflaiy  ;  for  the 
prefent,  however/he  fhould  content  himfelf  with  noticing 
one  inllance  of  their  incdnfiftertcy  i  lail  February  circular 
letters  were  feti^t  to  the  different  Lord  Lieutenants  of  coun^ 
tiesy  deiiring  then)  to  expedite  the  levy  for  the  army  of  re-^ 
ferye  as  much  as  poffibic,  and  yet  now  they  wilhed  to  fuf- 
pend  tiie  operation  of  the  aft  by  which  that  force  is  to  be 
l-aifed.  Irt  fuch  perfons  he  could  place  no  confidence,  and 
in  fuch  hands  was  this  bill  brought  forward  with  fo  thany 
inconfiflencies  and  contradiftions^ 

After  a  few  obfervations  from  Lord  Hawkefbury,  Lord 
AVinchelfea,  and  Earl  Romney,  their  Lordlhips  divided. 
Tlje  nuoibcrs  were, 

P^or  the  original  claufe  41 

For  the  amendment  1 1 

Majority       30 
The  Committee  then  reported  progrefs,  and  bad  leave  tp 
fit  again  the  next  day^. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS- 
THURSDAY,  APRIL  5k 

Mr;  Dickens,  from  the  Secretary  of  Staters  office  fof 
Ireland,  prefented  an  account  of  the  exports  and  imports^ 
in  purfuance  of  a  previous  order  of  the  Houfe. 

A  nnein^e  from  the  Lords  announced  their  concurrence 
^ith  the  innkeepers'  allowance  bill,  and  feveral  other  pub- 
lic and  private  bills  that  had  pailed  the  Houfe  previoufly  to 
the  reCcfSk 

Mr.  Crcevey  moxned^  that  the  order  of  the  day  of  the  l7th 
inftant,  for  taking  into  coniideration  the  petition  againft  the 
eledion  for  the  county  of  Stirling,  be  read,  in  order  to  its 
being  difcharged.  The  order  having  been  rctid  and  dif- 
charged  accordingly, 

Mr»  Greevey  moved,  that  the  petition  be  taken  into  con- 
iideration on  Tuefday  the  ift  of  May;  which  was  agreed 

Mr.  Secretary  Yovkcj  in  purfuance  of  a  former  order  6f 
th^  Houfe,  brought  up  HAs  of  fuch  militia  corps  in  Ireland 
as  had  volunteered  their  fervices  to  Great  Biitaioi  which 
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yereir<3^,rcd  to  lie  oil  the  table,  and  Jo  be  piinted  for  the 
ufp  or  the  Members.  . 

#>,^ei'rain  accuunis  relating  to  thearm'ed  (hipping  of  the  coun* 
if:y  were  laid  before  the  Houie,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
_  Mi.  Vanfittart  moved  for  the  produ£)ioH  of  the  accounts 
.of  the  ouUbnciing  Kxcbcquer  bills  of  Jaft  ytar,  which  were 
swccordi-ngly  oidcicd. 

Mr.  Covry  brought  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  exiding  lawt 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  linen  manufa£loiy  ia  Irc- 
jand,  which  was  read  a  flrft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
Second  time  the  next  day,  and  to  be  printed. 

Lord  Caftleicagh,  in  purfuance  of  a  previous  order  of 
|.hc  Houfe,  brought  up  a  copy  of  the  correfpondence  that 
JVid.talseii  place. between  the  Government  of  India*,  and 
the  King  of  Candy,  in  relation  to  the  cauies  of  die  prefcot 
war,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed*. 

Mr.  Purdue  prelcnteJ  certain  accounts  from  the  Excife 
office,  whicK-werc  ordered  (o  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Dublin  police  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time  and  com** 
n^itted* 

tlSKEARD    ELECTIOIf. 

Mr.  Sheridan  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  re- 
fuming  tl>e  adjourned  debate  oh  the  eleftion  at  Liikcard  be 
read,  Avhich  having  been  read  according]  j,. 

The  Speaker  recalled  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
fituation  of  the  debate  on  the  d:*y  of  its  adjournment.  The 
original  motion  was  that  the  order  of  the  day  for. taking  in« 
lo  confideration  the  petition  of  Mr.  Huikiitun  on  .the  »th 
inft.  be  read  in  order  to  be  difcharged* 

The  quellion  therefore  having  been  put  that  the  faid  er* 
derbi?  difchavgcd, 

Mr.  Burroughs  oppofcd  the  difcha!]gc  of  the  order-  He 
animadverted  particularly  on  the  inconfiftency  of  Mr, 
Sheridan  oppoling,  in  the  firft  inftartce,  the  legality  of  the 
return,  and  on  the  next  day  objeiUng  to  the  legality  of  the 
eleftion.  Me  contended,  that  [he  petition  of  Mr.  Huilaf- 
Ion  did  no?  complain  of  a  double  return  but  of  the  iocoi»- 
veniency  of  being  prevented  from  taking  his  feat,  by  means 
:of  a  fchcdule  annexed  to  the  indenture  of  his. eicfltion,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  return,  but  which  in  faft  was  nothing,  as  it 
had  not  been  legally  figned  by  the  returning  officer  He 
Jaid  the  morii  ftrcfs  upon  this,' as  neither  of-the  petitions 
denied  the  mayor  to  he  the  legal  returning  officer.  Tlie 
queftion  to  be  tried  by  the^Coitmiittee,  the  hon^  Gentle-* 
■  man  thought,  was  quite  competent  to  the  Houfe,  as  Mr, 

Sheridan 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFtit  5.]  LISKEARD  ELECTION.  363 

SJ^cridan'had  given  up  the  double  return,  and  concludea 
by  urging,  that  there'  ^as  A6  reaVoit  whatever  fuf  diicharg** 
ifig  th<*  <Mxlrf  in  dueftion,         '  j        *       • 

The  Secrhtiry'at  War  dated  that  he  had  formerly  qaavcd 
tfifc  adjoummerrt,'  iu  order  that  Members,*  as  tl^ere  exifted 
fume  drffiailty  In  regard  to-  the  rules  of  the  Houfe  on  the 
fijtijea;  might  have  lime  to  make  up  their  ruinds,  and  to 
ifcertain  ihie  ufuai  prarSlice  of  the  Houfe  in  I'uch  cafes. 
'The  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down,  he  tli ought ♦ 
had  gone  muth  ftrtiier  than  he  ought,  as  thcdccifion  of 
the  Hoqfe  on  a  (orihcr  day,  in  rcferiing  the  qucftion  of  re* 
torn' to  a  Committee,  had  completely  fuperfecitrd  every  opi- 
niQn  in  that  refpeft.  But  the  petition  of  Mr.  Hufkillbis^ 
fic  contended,'  did  complain -oJ^  a*  double  return,  or  a  falfe 
return,  whidi  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  was  the  fame  ' 
thing/  lb  far  as'^he  proceedings  o|*  the'^Haufe  were  conl-  * 
cerned,  and  which  equally  required  the  appoincment-of  ;i 
'C6ihtnTttee.  He  argued  farc^ier,  that-Mr.  Sherkirah  might 
^thdraw  his  petition  againft  the  returrt,  and  JUpport,  not*- 
withftanding,*  the  rights  of  Ws  eleSron.'  Tiic  right  hon, 
<yerit!eman  Concluded  by  fupp^fting  the. motion*  ' 

Air.  HeMcrfon  could  not  ^>e  convinced^  notiijthilanding' 
all  that  had  been  faid,  that  tlf^  return  in^udjUon  was  a 
double  return  ;  not  a  finglealleghtion*  even  .in  Mr.  Sheij^ 
dati*^  petition  vvcnt  to  make  a  cfeublo  rettirfl  of  fuch  Vila- 
tore  ^8  required  the  interference  Of  the'iGtenville  iift.'  He 
argued  that  the  condoflt  bf'tlrts'llierlfF  wa»i  highly  culpafcic, 
and  adduced  fevera^'caftsto  rtewthat'the  Houfe  oughtJitit 
to  b^  deprived  ixf-rhe^|MWcflce  of  Miera1>ers,' either  from 
caprice  in  the  ej^ftors  or  obftinacy  in  adifa^oioteri/caiitf. 
cfidke.  He  argncd  *lWt  -no  Teturn ,  was  good;  unlelk^figiied 
hy  (?\e  returning  officer ;  but *(hc  return  in  qtieftion  was'nrxt 
iUn!y'n6t  figncd,  but  Wa^  politWeiy  r^Ufed  'lo  ie  ligued  by 
the  mayor,  vyho  vvas  allowed  t)i»  ^\\  handf  <to  bettiieretura-  * 
ing  officer.'  •—     :'•  >^  •''.'.  -a  •>/    ■ 

Mr.  S&er'tdan  replied  tx)  th^-  abjeOion^^fchtll'^iiid  been  of- 
fered. \He  maintained  tlirft  tMri  tlulkllFiM^'i  petition  did 
c«»mpUtn  of  a  double  return, 'and  turned  tN^r  to  the  worttKi 
which  he  apprehended  muft  adnVit'of  th\it  fctofAftrudion--  -i^jt 
any  rate  the  double  return  had  been  already  recognifed  By  ,  \ 

the  M'^ufe,  inafmuch  as  they  liad  fe'iVtit  to  a  Coti^mirtee. 
So  far  was  the  condaa  of  the  sheriff  nt5i  to  be  condemiied,  \ 

tlrat  meaiures  were*  now  taking  againft  the  mayor,  on  aft-  | 

count  of  his  obftinacy  in   rcfufing  to  fign  the  return  ih  j 

queftioQ.    Ti>e  double  return,  however,  was  not  the  Ibape  ; 
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in  which  they  wifhed  the  buiiiiefs  to  go  to  the  Co^imittee, 
They  wifhed  the  right  only  to  be  confirfcrcd,  being  certaiii 
that  in  that  refped  they  mqft  have  a  very  decjded  fuperiority. 

Mr,  PFm.  Dvmdas  oppofcd  the  ipotion  from  the  inconve^v 
niency  of  .keeping  the  Houle  empty  by  fuqb  m^afures*  an4 
defeuting'f  the..  legal  rcptefeatation  of  the  country.  He 
would  appeal  to  both  pai'ties  if  the  fchedule  in  que^ion  waa 
not  ^  paper  whicb  they  could  both  with  had  never  exifted ; 
buc  afi  bealceady  perceived  tte  inclinations  of  the  l)oufe^ 
he  wasHinwiUing  to  trefpafs  on  their  ti^)e» 
.  The  queflion  was  then  put  and  carried,  thgt  the  order 
^ould  be  difcharged. 

And  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  SheridaOr, the  ^iaid  petition 
was  ordered  to  be.  taken  into  coniideration  on  the  3d  of 
May  next,  the  d^y  .appointed  for  the  Qonfideratiofi  of  Mr. 
T.  Sheridan's  petition. . 

.  Mr.  Burroughs  then  movqd,  according  tp  a  (landing  orr  ' 
^er  of  tlie  Houfe,  .that  tlie.  petition  of  Mr.  Huikiflbn  b^ 
heard  iirft»  as.tliey  were  no^  both  fixed  for  the  fame  day. 

The  Speaker  begged  leav^  to  remind  the  hqn.  GentJ^ 
;|iaan  thatifaa  fianding  ord^  #f  the  Houfe,  to  which  he  bad 
aiiudedf  applied  oqly  to  the  coi^du^t  of  Committees  in  rcr 
•gard  lo  the  priority  in  queflion. 

Mr.  Cocks  moved  that  the  order  for  the  confideralioo  of 
Ihe  right  be  now  read »  in  prder  that  it  might  be  poflponed 
.tb.tihe  fame  day  fixed  for  the  petitions,  His  reafon  wa^ 
4hat  the  partj,e»  who  would  be  in  ooqfequence  pf  this  buii« 
mefs  brought  up  to  London,  migbA  npt  .b^  detained  longer 
•tinn  was  abfoliitely  neccilary^ 

iThc  Secretary  at  War  objibrv^  that,  if  the  queftion  qf 
^  rjight  was  once  afceitainedi  th^  othei:  two  queAioos  would 
follow  of  cpurfe»  and  would  therefpre  fave  the  trouble  cif 
any  further  attendance  9f  wftncflcs. 

Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  think  that  any  witnefles  that  might 
be  brought  up  wopld  refufe  their  further  attCDdao^. 

Mr.  CocJ^s^  then  flated  that,  ^n  account  of  the  thiiinefs  of 
'die  Houfe,  he  was  willing  tp  withd^-aw  bis  motion,  and 
.gave  notice  |h^  he  wpul4  bring  it  forward  agj^in  tliq  next 

Mr.  Shei'idaQ  preferred  another  petition  refpe£tiag  the 
.liflceard.eledion,  which  was. ordered  to  be  taken  iutp  con* 
fideration  with  the  others  forn^crly  prcfeotecji  op  tlie  3d  of 
May  next. 

Adjomued* 
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HOUSE   iOF   LORDS,  .  ^ 

Fftlt>AV^    APRIL    6. 

The  Conimittce  upon  the  Irifh  priefts*  and  deacons*  bill, 
which  fiood  for  tjiisday,  was,  on  the  luggefUun  uf  th&  fii- 
ilifipof  St.  Afaph,  poftponcd  till  Thurfday. 

On  die  piotion  of  Lurd  Auckland,  certain  ictounts  re- 
TpeAing  the  capital,  &c.  uf  the  Scotch  bank  vfiixt  o/dered  to 
be  laid  before  the  Houre.  Thefc  were  moved  for,  his  Lord- 
0iip  obferved^  from  no  inclination  on  bis  part  to  oppofe  the 
meafure,  but  from  the  accounts  moved  for  being  rie^eilarjf, 
ps  he  ^ndcrftood.  for  the  due  illuftration  of  the  Tubjei*^.  ' 

The  bankers'  bill,  arid  the  Irilli  milina  families 'provifion 
bill,  were  brought  up  from  ihp  Commonsj  and'  read  a  jRi  ft  time. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Bifliop  of  St.  Afaph,  aU  ilbe  Lords 
prefent  duriiig  this  fcffion  were  ordered  to  bc^  Alcni^cfs  of 
the  Committee  on  the  St.  Pancras  poor  bill.     !         '  - ' 

VdLUNTEER    REGULATIONS  ;jil!;t.>w. .  :;    ;;    .. 

The  Older  of  the  day  T^eine  'r6ad/thfc  Aonfe  refdlved  jntd 
'a'CoirimltteeohMii's  bilj,  Il6rd*tV'iTflngham»ih  tbeMlaif.  .^ 

The  difcuflion  of  t^c  fourth  ciaufc  wa^-refumed.  "By  thti 
.itisfenafted,  tlvar  ^verypcrfdh' Enrolled,  or  t'o  be 'cnir6lfed. 
pT  ferving  as  an  eflf(?6liv^  niember  in  any  corps  of  7eoniantY 
or  volunteers  in' Cftfe^*  Biftain,^and  who  Ihall  be' duly  re- 
turned or.  certifieci  as  fuel),  Jhall  be.  e'xempted  from  fcfeing 
liable  to  feVve  |)erronairy>  brVb 'j^rovtde  a  fubftittue  trt  tbe^ 
militia  otpreat  Britain,  x>r  in  any  additional  force.  rsHed,  or 
to  be  railed,  for  the  <fefence  of  the  realm,  or  the  niore  vi- 
gorous prpfe^utjon  of  the  vyar,  by '  ?iriy  aft  paflcd  in  thi« 
lefSoQi,  &c.  '       .  ."  • 

Eail  Spencer  having  referred  to  this  part  of ^  the  ctaufe, 
moved  to  amend  the  faiiie  by  Ihe'addiliun  of  the  worfsp 
•'  or  any  fiibfequpnt  fefllon  of  Parliament." 

This  propofition  gave  rife  to  a  difcuffion  in  which  Lords 
3pencer,  Grenville,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lords  Eitcnbo- 
rough,  Auckland,  Carnarvon,  dnd  the  Duke  of  Montroie* 
tpok  a  part.  ' 

It  was  contended  on  the  part  of  thofc  peers  who  fup- 
ported  the  amendment,  as  Lords  Grenville,  Spci^er, 
Carnarvon,  &c.  that,  the  principle  of  exemption  h^ing 
been  recognized  in,  and  provided  for  by  the  bill,  it;ihould 
confiftently  with  parliamentary  faith  and  honbiir;  on  \vhich 
the  yolunteer  relied  on  tendering  his  fervices,  be  extended 
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in  the  way  propaCed  by  the  anieiklnient :  the  cafe  wasiimi* 
lar  to  that  of  the  public  a  editor,  who  relied  pna  continued 
and  unaUered  parliamentary  fiinftibn,  as  a  Tccurity  for  the 
intcrcft  of  liis  money  ;  and  it  yva^  preferable  that  the  ex- 
emptions, fuch  as  contended  f^r^lhould  ftand  ofj^the  flatytes 
and  rolls  of  parliament,  astlicWft  fccnrity  to  the  yoIiintcGr^ 
and  not  to  fufFer  tliefe  rcguUtions'  to  be  dependent  on  ^he 
/ieelings  or  fiilm  c  opinrous  of  individuals. 
,  \t  was  jryiitendcd'  bv  Lord  Hawkelbury,  the  t.qrd  Clian* 
cellorV and  thic  other  ^Jirijficrial  Peers,  that  hnder  alf  the 
circurnflances  of  the  cafe,  it"  was  preferable  to  let  'the  claufe 
rcnviin  as  it  llopd :  tfie  claufe  had  a  two-fold  operation,  and 
appHe4  to  corps,  &c.  lo  be  ralfed  hereafter  as  well  as  to 
t\u*ft  now  in  exiftencc.  Tlie  amendment  l)f  the  noble  Earl 
wouldndt  therefore  meet  the  objeftJ)ropofed  ;  the  impolicy 
of  tying  qp  the  hands  of  the  Leglflaturc  in  certain  calcs  was 
contended  Ibr*:  the  honour  and  gdbd  faith  of  Parliament^ 
wcrfe,  however,  to  be  kept  inviolate,. and'thefe  ^^reconfidcr^ 
ations  which  muft  have  thch'ithie  efFe6l  on  t!re  Legiflature, 
when  condderii^  rof  ^&%  hereafter  on  th€  fubjed,  lhoul4 
JMchujvoceedin^s.benecQflary,  , 

At  length  Uj^  amea4«?€f)t  ^m  pulheJt9  a diyifion^  whcji^ 
/here  appeared    ]/,./,:  .  j  • 

Contents  1.4— Non-contents  341— Klajority  againft  t^^ 
4iidditLoii  20/  .L,'.'  '  li., 

Lord  Gnenville  thonprppofed,  iha^  tlje'wdrds  excepting 
"iiomthe  cfxernpliohs  ui^cfef  the  acl  fi^cKcorps  as  in  thcv- 
'offers   of  fervicc'  had  'waved  *tbat   piivil'cffe,    diould  be 
uimtted,  ^      .:,/»«!  ,     • 

"jThe  DuVe  of '  M^ontrcj^^  Lords  Grerivillc,  Carnarvon, 
King,.  Bokoni  |ccV  fupported  tK^  aniiendmem,  and  contended 
that  there  was  the  groTTeft  irfjuftice  and  abfurdity  in  allowina; 
exemptions,  as  the  a^  did,  to  nnv  corps  io  6e  accepted  o^ 
and  yet  denying  them  to  thofe  who  had  liort^urably  ueppcd 
'forward  without  any  motive  but  pat[i6lHhi,  Exeriiptioijs 
weietQ  be  allowed  to  fucli  additional  coVps  as  his  Majefty 
might  accept  of.  He  might  refufe  their  offer  of  fervice, 
hut,  if  be  did  accept  of  them,  he  niuft  grant  them  the  exr 
emptions. 

'1  he  I^rd  Chancellor,  Lords  Hawkelbury  and  Hobart, 
argtied  in  favour  of  the  original  claufe.  They  maintained 
that  by  the  introduflion  of  a  word  or  two,  excepting  no^ 
only  the  corps  v;ho  had  already  waved  their  exemptions, 
bat  thofe  who  migl-t  cffcr  under  that  condition,  one  half  of 
the  ohjeftion  would  be  djne  away.    The  other  half -ihcy 

thought 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Amt  6.]  VOLUNTEEli  REGtJLATlONS  BILL  367 

thought  might  cafily  b^  got  the.bctter  of  In  confequence  of 
thai  underAanding  which  mutl  be  Tuppofed  to  prevail  be* 
Iween  his  Majeftyand  thq  corps  already  enrolled  under  the 
condition  of  waving  their  exemptions.  They  might,  if  they 
thought  propevi  (tgnify  tlieir diiinclination  to  contioudtlieii' 
fervices  under  their  former  offers;  and  bh  Majefty  would 
naturally  fee  the  propriety  of  re-embodying  ,tb^m  witliout 
any  fuch  rcftiiftioa. 

Oil  (his  amendment  the  Houfe  divided. 

For  the originalclaufp,  Contents  :i4 — Noa-contents  14 — 
Majority  againft  tl^e  amendment  2O. 

Lord  GrenvllU  then  moved  ah  amendment  on  the  next 
ctaufe,  the  fpirit  of  which  was,  that  fuch  volunteers  as  Ihould 
hereafter  be  accepted,  in  addition  to  theprefgnt  cflabliih-' 
ment,  Ihould  not  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  exemptions.  .  In 
fupporting  the  amendment,  his  Lordlhip  profeiIe4  himfelf 
hofiile  to  the  exteniion  of  exemptions,  and  at  the  fame  tiuie 
againft  carrying  the  volunteer  fyftem  beyond  its  prefcnt 
cftablifliment. 

Z«r^/ /foA^r/ coutd  not  help  thlnkjng,  that  fuch  a^neikl- 
ments  could  have  no  other  tendency  than  to  lofe  the  time 
of  the  Houfe,  asfhould  they  even  be  carried,  they  would 
cffeft  no  material  alteration  in  the  fyflcm.  He  regretted 
the  lofs  of  the  fupport  of  the  noble  Lt)rd,  which  muft  ccr-- 
tainly  be  an  acquifition  to  any  Adminidiatioa;  but  the  only 
a^nfwer  that  could  be  made  to  every  thing  that  might  be 
faid  in  oppofilion  to  the  bill  was,'the  efficient  force  aSuallf^ 
eociftingj,  that  had  been  raifcd  by  the  meafures  adopted  by 
his  Majefty's  Government.  In  this  refpcdt,  he  would  truft 
for  approbation  to  the  candour  of  the  majoiity  of  the 
Houfe.  . 

Lord  Kint  was  of  opinion  that,  whatever  iruft  hb  Ato^ 
jefty's  Miniiters  Height  repofe  in  the  candour  of  the  ma- 
lority  of'the  HoiiTe,  tlnjy  did  not  poflcfs  the  confidence  of 
the  country^  N- thing,  he  thought,  would  give.! greater 
picafure  to  the  country  at  large  than  their  difrnjilion.  .Tlip 
raoft  brilliant  viftoiy  could  not  be  more  welcome. at  the 
prefent  crifis  than  fuch  news  ;,  while  nothing,  he  was  cer- 
•lain,  could  be  morefevercly  felt  by.th^  enemies,  of  the 
country,  who  received  additional  flrcnigth  in  proportij()n.(p 
flieir  wcaknefs.    .  ^  ,    , 

ifOr(l  Ilawhjbury  replied  with  cbnfiderable  warmth.    ^C 

was  tlie  duty  of  the  Houfe.Jf  they  thought  MixiilleVs/iJi- 

^ualified  for  tlieir  fituatiop,  to  prefept  an  addrefs  to  his  \ta«> 

jcffy  ibr  their  ctifmiffiun  ^  but  h>long  as  ihey  were  thought 
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worthy  ttf  xrontinue  in  office,  U  was  the  ^luty  of  the  Hotife 
to  AippoM  them,  and  ta  alloj^  them  thatdegrde  pfconA* 
dehc'e  which  was  abfolutely  iiecefikry  to  carry  into  effcSt 
tneafures  for  the  puhlic  fafety.  He  adverted  pretty  lar^iy 
to  the  former  Aominiflration*  Tbf^y  in  geqeral .  bad  tup- 
ported  tlieir  meafures  by  pleading  that  the  times  were  new, 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  country  imperioufly  urgeat :  but 
the  prefent  times  were  certainly  not  lefs  new«  nor  the  pre* 
lent  exigencies  of  the  country  lefs  urgent.  The  meafure^ 
relating  to  the  volunteer  fydeiil,  had  been  brought  forward 
Originally  from  the  fpur  of  the  moment,  and,  like  other 
hurried  meafures,  could  f)oC  be  expe£led  to  be  all  at  oncd 
perfe^.  But  all  things  cohfidcred,  the  G6vcrnrtient  cer- 
tainly dcfcrved  credit  for  what  they  had  done,  and  was  en-^ 
titiea  to  the  approbation  of  the  country  for  having  done 
fo  much.  ' 

The  Duke  of  Monirhfe  domptained,  that  fo  far  as  he  Was 
officially  concerhed  in  regard  to  the  volunteers,  lie  Ixad  beert 
puzded  attd  perplexed  with  the  different  meafures  that  Go- 
vernment  had  adopted,  and  had  found  it  repeatedly  neccf^ 
fary,  even  to  a  troubleforne  degree,  to  apply  by  letter  to  the 
Secretary  at  War  for  advice  and  information,  while  he  wai 
no  lefs  diftrefled  by  writing  letters  id  a  (imilar  manner  fof 
the  information  of  others.  The  noble  Duke  was  for  th6 
amendment*  and  thought  mai)y  alterations  neccilary  to 
amend  the  fyftem. 

Lord  Harrcwby  fupported  the  amendment,  anfd  dwelt  paf- 
ticularfy  on  the  incongruitieis  of  the  fyfteni. 

Lord  Carnarvon  contended  fof  the  amendment,  aftd  roadi 
feveral  refleftions  on  the  incapacity  of  Miriifters,  who  did 
not  podefs,  he  thought,  the  confidence  of  the  country. 

The  JLord  Chancellor  thought  no  noble  Lord,  whatever 
ht  might  fiate  as  his  own  opinion,  had  a  right  to  announce 
in  that  Houfe  the  fuppofed  fentiments  oftiic  country.  The 
noble  Lord  who  had  juft  fat  down,  or  any  other  nobfe  Lord# 
might  witlidraw  his  confidence  from  his  Majefty^s  Govern- 
ment ;  but  it  was  certainly  not  parliamentary  in  any  noble 
Lord  to  conftitute  himfelf  the  organ  of  the  public,  and  to 
declare  as  a  fadi,  whiit  he  might  only  conceive  to  be  the 
opini6rt  tyf  thCcdufitrjr.  Allegations  of  this  nature  were 
tinconflitutional.  The  hoble  Lord  deprtCated  the  language 
b^ld  that  night,  in  rcg&rd  to  the  incapacity  Uf  iTirMajefl^s 
Minffter<5j  ^nd  which  was  too  common,  both  in  thatUdoJIc^  • 
and  out  of  "doors.  For  his  own  part  he  was  wilfingto  Icavfe 
bis  fU\:C;  {hauld  the  Houfe  point  out  any  fee  of  tfdcn  wko 
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would  mere  effeOiiaUy  or  more  iincerely  fiodjr  At  public 
tvclfare.  He  would  retire  from  CTcry  emolument,  of  office, 
with  a  temper  too  ardent  perhaps  at  times,-but  with  a  temper 
which  had  been  broken  down  and  fubdued  by  a  courfe  of 

Eubiic  fervice.     He  thought,  however,  tlKit  before  noble  . 
•ords  were  loud  in  decry mg  his  Majefty's  prefent  Ggvernr 
ment,  they  ought  to  point  out  men  that  would  be  belter 
qualified  for  the  talk  affigned  them,  and  then  proceed  in  a 
r^ular  manner  by  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty. 
^     Lorti  Grenvtlie  faid,  he  had  never  iniinuated  that  the  pre- 
""fent  Miniftry  were  aduated  by  any  bad  motives,  becaulc  be 
was  ready  to  give  them  full  credit  for  the  purity  of  their 
intentions  •  but  he  contended  that  at  fuch  a  crifis  as  the  pre*.  <* 
fent,  other  equalities  befides  good  intentions  were  neceOaiy 
for  the  Minifters  of  this  countryv  which  was  now  for  the 
iiril  time  fighting  for  its  exiftence ;  and  he  really  and  con- 
fcientiouily  believed  that  his  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters 
<lid   not  poflefs  talents  i^qual  to  the  government  of  the 
country  at  fuch  an  arduous  crilis.  ' 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Lord  Damlij  then<m<nred,  as  an  amendment,  that  no  vo-^ 
lutiteer  corps  mould  be  entitled  to  exemptions  who  had  not 
offered  to  lerve  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain  in  cafe  of  inva^* 
fion.  This  was  oppoled  by  Lords  Romney,  Wincheliea> 
and  Egremont,  who  contended  that  it  wooid  be  a  bneach  of 
^ith  to  the  volunteers  to  narrow  the  exemptions  under 
which  they  had  been  embodied. 

Lord  Darnley  then  confented  to  withdraw  his  amendr 
inent,*far  the  pu^-pofe  of  introducing  anocher,  the  effeft  of 
which  was  to  deprive  all  volunteers  of  exemptions,  who  hail 
tiot  offered  to  ferve  in  (he  hiilitary  diftri6l  to  which  they  be- 
longed. This  amendment  was  oppofed  upon  the  fame 
grounds  as  the  former,  and  after  fome  confideration,  ther 
noWe  Lord  was  induced  to  withdraw  it. 

The  claufe  was  then  agreed  to,  add  the  Houfe  being  re-s 
fumed,  the'  Committee  was  ordered  to  (it  again  on  Mon* 
day,  to  #hfich  day  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS- 
FRIDAY,  APRIL  6. 

The .  right  hon.  Lord  John  Campbell  (fon  of  tHe  Puke  : 
of  AQgyU;;tookLthc  oath^  and  bis  feat  aa  reprefentatlve  for* 
AKSfrUflufOj  in  Scollaiid, 
,  •  VoLi  H,  ».8o3r4^',.    .'-..SB  Accounts 
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ActtJunts  of  tlie  ^mmmt  of  the  ittapotts  and  exports  of 
Grciit  Britain,  of  the  permanent  taxes,  and  feveral  other 
doeunients  relative  to  the  revenue  for  the  year  beginning  on 
the  5th  of  Jaini»7  \H03y  aird  ending  at  the  Tanie  perici4 
iir  the  prefent  year,  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 
Houfc.> 
I  Mr.  Secretary  Yorkc  prefented' lifts  of  the  Irifli  militia 
regfnients  and  their  officers,  who  have  voted  to  extend  thek 
fervrces  to  Great  Britain.     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

TiiengHthon.  Mennbtr  alfo  prcfented  accourits  of  the 
cxpehce*  incurred  in  the  fulfiifing  of  the  7th  article  of  the 
convention  with  the  United  States  of  America.  Ordered 
to  He  on  the  tahte. 

Accounts  of  riie  different  Exchequer  bills  which  liave 
been  iflucd  within  the  year,  were  alfo  prefentcd  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman ;  an^  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Somci:s  Cocks  moVed,  that  the  order  of  the  day  fof 
taking  into  further  confideration  the  Liikeard  eledion  pe- 
titions be  read.  He  did  this^  he  obferved,  with  a  view  tliai 
the  order  might  be  fo  lixed  as  that  the  witneiTes,  who  were 
to  attend  at  the  ihveftigation  of  the  two  queitions  refpeding 
that  eledipn,  (hould  not  be  at  the  expence  and  lofj^of  time 
of  either  Waiting  a  long  while  in  town,  or  clfc  having  two 
journies  from  Cornwall  to  London. 

After  a  converfation  refpefting  the  propriety  of  fixing 
the  time  for  hearing  each  petition,  the  petition^  were  or- 
dered to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Tbiirfdayy  the  3d 
of  May  next. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  named  lliurfday  next,  as  the  day  on 
which  he  Ihould  bring  forward,  his  motion  refpcding'  the 
payment  of  officers  on  the  Irifli  eftablilhment  at  par. 

MAHRATTA    WAR. 

Mr.  Francis  exprefled  a  hope  that  a  noble  Lord  oppofite 
to  him  (Lord  Caftleieagh)  would  give  fome  information  to 
the  Houfe,  retpc^ing  the  origin  or  caufe  of  the  great  and 
important  tranlaftions  which  had  lately  taken  place  in  In- 
dia. At  fuch  a  criiis  us  the  prei'cnt,  it  was  far  from  being 
his  intention  to  make  any  obfervations,  or  to  prefs  for  a 
diiclofure  of  any  iranfadions,  which  could  in  the  Icaft  tend 
to  crabarrafs  his  Majefty's  Minifters  in  the  conducing  of 
any  branch  of  the  public  hufinefs.  It  Was  well  known, 
however,  that  General  Welk-fley's  army  wjS  in  raoCiorr 
early  to  Auguft.     Such  a  great  operation  as  the  march  of 
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that  army,  muft  bave  been  determij|;ied  in  council  Ipng, he- 
£ure  tbat  period ;  tiiere  muil  have  been  noaoy  letteis  or 
odter  documepta  m  the  fubjed,  which,  vatxe  fent  to  And 
from  various  pcrfons  and  placets,  before  the  council  came 
to  the  dctcrminatiun  of  fending  our  troops  oh  that  ftrvicc 
vhich  we  noyv  were  Jofoimed  (hey  bad  accompiilhed  with' 
fo  much  bravery.  He  WAUild  be  glad  to  kuu.^ir,  whether 
his  Alajefly's  Minift^rs  had  adyifcd  the. plan  and  pnyca.of 
Uie  war  previous  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council 
haviqirdetei  mined  on  the  n)arcl)ing  of  the  troops.  The 
hon.  Meaiber  concluded  with' moving,  /«  that  there  be  lal^ 
fcefore  the  Houfe,  copies  or  cxtrafts  of  the.  ktteis  or  dU*- 
patches  which  have  paflcd  to  or  horn  the  Governor  Gene^ 
ral  at  Bengal,  or  the  Giwcrnor  of  Fort  St.  George,  relative 
40  the  Mahratta  war^  as  far  as  the^  can  beat  prefent  made 
x)Ut,  together  with  the  dates  of  all  fuch  documents.'* 

Lfird  Caftlercagh  declared  his  iincere  wi/h  to  afford  every 
fatisfaftion  in  his  pqwer  to  the' hon.  Member  and  ibg 
}H^w^^^  rcfpefling  the  tranriftions  to  which  he  alluded.  At 
prefent,  however,  the  fame  reafojjs  exiftcd  which  he  bad 
aifigncd  qna  former  occaiion  for  the  non-produ^ion  of  the' 
papers' which  the  hon.  Me.mbcr  wiflied  for.  Asfopn'aji^ 
thafe  account^  arrived  which  he  had  faid  formerly  ^t\^ 
wanting  to  complete  the  wltoje,  he  fhouM  think  it  liisdutyj 
to  lay  iliem  before  the  HtKife..  There  were  no  accounts 
from  Bengal  of  a  Utcr  ddle  than  the  26th  of  June  as  yet* 
received  by  his  Mnjefty's  Miniitcrs.  When  ail  the  flatei 
isents  fhould  arrive  complete,  he  would  have  no  objeAioa 
Xo  enter  into  a  difcuffion  of  the  merits  ofrite'wholc Of  the 
cafe.  In  the  prefeiii  ft  ate  of  afFairs,  however^  he  could  not 
Hitnk  ft  fair  with,  refpedt  to  the  charafter  of  ahc  Governor 
<ienera4,  a  perfon  for  whom  he  wasiatisficd  every  Mcmbct* 
in  the  Houfe  muft  enCertn^n  the  higheft  refped-ijie  cbuM 
not  think  it  equitable  or  right  on  his  account  tnicfiter  intoi 
a  partial  inveitigalion  of  fo  important  a  tiapfaAion  as  \kat 
to  which  tlic  bon.  Member  alluded  mufbibo  acknowiededl 
to  be.  'inhere  was  nothing  at  prefeat  in  the  bsnds  of  Goh 
vernment  which  could  be  fuiScicnt  grounds  foe  deteimitiipg 
tl}e  merits  of  the  war. 

Mr,  JoiKjlanr  ex\iV€Sed  fome  aftoniflidarent  at  umler(land<- 
ing  from  the  noble  Lord,  that  Miniilei-s  had  not  as  yet  re^ 
ceived  any  account  of  tipe  comiiiencement  of  a  builncfi^ 
though  a  great  part  of  its  progreb  was  uuiverfaily  knowHi 
(Uougbogt  the  empire.. ^  He  then  argued  thi^t,  fr^t^m  the  po^ 
^Uiyii  of  General  L^tjl^e,  the  intelligence  of  anteiior  date 
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which  was  rccjijired,  ftiould  hiv*  alfo  how  nrri^d.  The 
hon.  Member  then  pointed  cmt  three  different  opportutiiries 
it  which  the  accounts  might  have  betin  fent  after  the  hofti* 
lities  had  commenced.  The  aS  of  Parliament  is  in  this  cafe 
peremptory,  and  orders  that  the  Gbvtefnor. General  iball 
lend  his  difpitches  hythe  quickeft  cortrey^nce  pofltbtc.  He 
didnot  mean  to  iif.peach  the  charicj^eriof  the  Gfovernor-Gc- 
neral  in  the|flighte(l  dtjgree,  butfurely,  when  To  many  oppor- 
.  tunities'of  fending  the  inTormation  were  known  of,  and  when 
the  magnitude  of  the  fubjedl  was  confidered,  it  was  b^com- 
fng  tte  dignity  of  Parliament  (hat  it  ftould  have  fome  offi^ 
cial  informiiion  on  the  fubje6t.  The  noble  Lord,  perhaps, 
would  accede  to  a  plan  which  had  been  ^ded  upon  at  a  former 
period,  namely,^  to  lay  the  documents  before  the  Hobfe  sis 
far  as  they  go.  They  would  then  mofl  probably  be  printed^ 
a^id  Mjcmbers  would  be  in  puffcflion  of  fo  tiiuch  of  the  fads 
by  the  time  the  other  papers  would  arrive.  If  taken  all  to- 
g^ther^  they  would,  in  all  probability,  be  fo  voluminous,  thai 
^t  would  be  impoflibtc  to  bring  the  matter  under  difcuflion  ii\ 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  (effion  . 

^^.Z^/^,Q^/^rr^j6  aflured  thfl.hon^  Members  and  the  Houfc, 
that,.Gpvcrngaeqt,were  only  in  polTeiHon  of  the  correfpon-. 
dence  which  ^loo^  place  between  General  Wellefley  apd 
§cindea, .  Other  documents  were  abfol^itely  requiftte  for  the 
pufppfe  of  a  complete  inveftigaiicn  of  the  fubjc6l.  1  he  noble 
IfOrd  again  appealed  to  the  canfiour  of  the  Members  and  the 
]^oufe,  as  to  the  unfair  imprcillon  which  a  partial  inquiry 
might  occafioa,  with  rcfpe^t  to  the  coqdq^  of  the  Governor 
General. 

Mr^  Franeis  difclaimed  any  idea  of  prejudging,  or  par** 
U^My  deciding  on  the  condud  of  any  man.  v  But  Parliament 
•lighl  totbe  informed  of  every  particular  refpe(5ting  fo  iai-> 
portant  a  tranfadion,  left  its  honour  Qiould  luffer  f^om  not 
nuking  ihc  inquiry  ;  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  quitq, 
Itnielefs  in/uch  iipportant  circumftances.  At  a  time  when 
the  Houfe  was  .told  that  GovernnRnt  were  in  almofl  daily 
Oipe^laibn  of  having  an  frnemy  to  contend  with  on  Britiih 
.ground)  he  could  not  bear  to  hear  of  money  being  fquandered 
at  Delhi  atid  the  MaUbar  Coafty<  without  making  fome  in- 
quiry as  to  what  was  the  occafion  of  fuch  a  war,  what  dif« 
fcrenccs  gave  rife  to  it,  or  how  far  j'l^ftice  might  appear  to  be 
Dtt  (he  fide  of  the  Brhifh  or  of  the  enemy,  though  as  an 
Eoglifhman  he  muft  always  hope  to  find  his  country  in  tb^ 
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l4ght.     Ill  confequetitc'of  the  obfervafion  of  the-noble^Lordy' 
he  4lKMiId»  howeveryconfent  to  witKdraw  his  motion. 

•Jl/r.  Dtni  raid  that,  from  certain  circumftances  that  had 
C^fhe  to^iis  ktiowicdge  fit)ce  he  had  given  hU  laft  no'ice  ite-' 
(ff^&xng  th«  holders  of  ioya4,(y  loan,  he  (hoiitd  now  move  to 
poftpotie  the  notice  on  that  fubje^^,  which  ftood  for  Mondaf 
jneity  until  itie  Monday  folkywing.-^Ordered. 

IRISH  MJLITIA. 

'    Mr.  <  Secretary  Yorke  moved  thfe  focond  reading  of  ihe<  Irifll 
mtlina- offers  bill.   •     ' 

Sir  ff^iliiam  Elford  rofo  in  this  early  (lage  of  the  bufiaefsto 
^pofe  the  jnpafure*  which  he  did  ifrono  a  conviflion  thatihe 
nioft  pernicfoos.confequenees  wouMlollow,  Mid  front  feeling 
that  no  groimd  or  argun^eht  whatever  bad  been  offered. in 
fiipport  of  if,  which  could  wa/rant  fdch  a  deparilJr^  from  ibo 
eonftituiional  principled  on  which  the  militia  wafi.e(labliflied; 
When  the  right,  hon.  Secreiary  pKOpoIed.  this;mintfiire»  ho 
underftood  him  to  have  Hated  tha{i>y  accepting  tbe  Yolon-v 
t4ry  fervices  of  aoy  given  !number»  ft»ppd!«  for.inl^once  ten 
UKiufand,  of  the  IriHi  militia  to  ferve  in  Gijeat  Britain^  »cor- 
refpoading  number  of  ^be  difpofeable  force  n0W  bene  might 
be  liberated  for  foreign  fervlce  ;  a  datum  muft.be  bereaf** 
Aimed  therefore,  that  theie  v^ere  now  in  Irelaod  m»ooo  men 
more  than  the  defence  of  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  re-« 
quired.  If  ihat  ntimber  of  men  therefore  couid-be  taken  from 
the  defence  of  Ireland,  why  wrre  they  not  at  once  taken  from 
the  regular  .army  there,  inRead  of  doing  it  inthecircuitout 
way  propofed^  and  thusglvitfig  2a. flab  to  the  miliiitf  fervice?  It 
wasyhe  fuppofed,  to  be  anrwered^that.theretwereaot  too  many 
inen  now.  in  Ireland  for  its  de(^ce  i  but  that  the  milUia  waa 
inmiediatcly  to  be  increafed  in.'that  part  of  the  united  king* 
dom:  but  furelyno  man  would  contend^  that  a  new  levf 
of  miiitia  could  be  ballotted^  trained,  and  difciplined  (b  as  ta 
teplacethofe  that  might  be  withdrawn  from  Ir<land#  in 
t|me  to  meet  fhe  danger  which  Minifters  told  us  wfi-  wene 
daily  and  hourly  to  ex pedt.  The  only  ground  bePidef  what 
was  before  ftated  on  which  this  propofition  was  reftedi  •  ap- 
peared to  be  that  it  was  a  mere  repetition  of  the  meafurt 
which  was  adopted  in  the  laft  war,  where  the  lervices  of  tha 
Bcitilh  militia  in  Ireland  were  .  accepted  by  Government. 
tlow,  he  fiid,  ntithing  could  be  more  dilTkniiar  than  >ihefo 
two  events,  which  were  thus  intended  to  be  confounded.;  ha 
felt  the  delicacy  of  drawing  the  contraft,  but  he  tiuftfd  thofo 
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lion.  'Memberf  who  were  caciaejled  with  that  paut  of  the 
%inited  ki.agfi«/R«  RndthDfcerpacklly connc&ed  with  the niU. 
iil'Uf  wouU  Aq  bitn  the  jiiflice  to  believe  he  dui  not  (hie  the 
cUffcreni;^.  of  the  two  cales  Irom  Jny  invidious  motives,  but* 
for  the  (^ke  of  ihe afgu^reot  th»t  arofe  out  of  them  ;  and  hfi 
h:^d  ihclefs  (cruple  on  tbtsi^cafionv  becaufe  that  gailant  bo- 
ny  of  men;  ihe.Irilh  ndilliiav  wanted  no  ad^entiJouc  piaifcs;^ 
ihcy  wanted  not  their  cha^a^S^ers  lobe  propped  up  by  merit  lo 
vvhich  they  were  not  mtitledf  ihetr  Gy»nd(»d  in  the  laft  war 
^vasfucbas  to  have  rendered  the  moll  eiTential  fervices  tot  heir 
country.,  and  to  have  gained  a  lading  honour  to  themfelves  ; 
but'he  would  not  iniuhrhe  oommon  fenfe  of  that  refpedable 
biidy  of  men,  or  ot  the  Houfe, '  by  laying  or  pretending  to 
think,  that  there  was*  any  kind  of  fimtlarity  whatever  be- 
tween ihecircumftances  under  which  the  Briiifh  milhta  volun^ 
teered  their  fep^ices  for  Ireland,  and  thofe  of  Ireland  had  of- 
fered to  fepve  in  this  p>rt  of  the  tmited  kifigd.>m.  When 
the  former  event  took  place,  Ireland  was  in  a  ftate  of  infor- 
lefiion  and  rebellion,  the 'feeds  of  which  were  fo  widely  dif- 
ieminatedy  that  where*  they  had  not  appeared  they  were  ex- 
peded  lo  fprtng  tip  every  moment.  '1  he  ehemy  were  ac- 
fiia^^y  landed  to- the  country,  and  no  difpofeable  force  ade*!* 
quate.  to  tfho  emergency  coqM  be  found  here.  Thefe  were 
the  ciretu^iiiic^s  under  which  the  Briiilh  militia  volunteered 
their  fervioeS;  and  alihotrgh  he  was  as  ready  as  any  one  to 
allow  that  a  fevere  blow  was  (hen  given  to  that  eftablifbment, 
yec  he  fliould  ever  be  of  opinion  that  the  Adminiihat ion  on  a 
due  confideration  and  balance  of  the  evil,  and  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  the  meafure,'had  a£ted  Wifely  in  adviiing  his 
Majcily  to  apply^ to.  Parliament  for  power  to  accept  their  of- 

'  ftr.  Theeveni  of  it  was  importam,  and  he  believed,  deci- 
iive,  not  To  much  from  the  effed  of  the  mere  phyfical  force 
of  thofe  who  went  thither,  which  was  however  cooliderable, 

•as  in  another  point  of  view,  which  he  had  once  before  had  an 
occafion  to  flate  to  the  Hotrfe^'  and  'which  he  now  repeated* 
which  was,  that  the  Iriflt  rebels  had  been  perfuadedthat  perfbns 
of  their  own  cUfs  in  this  rountry  were  ready  to  abet  and  aflift 
their  views  whenever  an  opportunity  fliovild  oiFer,  and  this  opi- 
nion was  fo  firmly  rooted  in  their  minds,  that  no  reafoning  or 
argumenu  could  eradicate  it ;  but  when  they  faw  thofe  very 
perfon^  from  whom  they  had  been  taught  to  exped  co-ope- 
ration^  volunteering  their  fervices  againft  them,  the  hopes 
they  had  folong  entertained^werc  eiFefiusily  cruOied ;  and 
he  believed  in  his  cynfcienice  this  ciroumilance  tended  more 
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to  put  down  ttertbeUion  ihftfl  any  other  event' tharKappened 
during.thc  whok-pragrefsof  it;    But  .what  was  the  cafe  ac 
prefent  i  ^idaoy  rebelUoo  exifl  hero  )  wattbis  eotmfry  more 
likely  to  be  invaded  than  Ireland  i^-^-what'  then  wa^  the 
foundation  of  this  tneafore  in  th&pcefcnr  inftanee  ?     He  was 
awi^rc  that  be  and  others  who  oppofed  th0  prefent,  and  Who   ' 
had   voted  for  the  former  meafure»'  would  lie  accnfed  of  in* 
conriftency,  not  becaufe  there  was  any  inconfiftency  in  their 
condudl,  but  becaufe  he  could  not  expe£i  better  treatment  i|[l 
that  refpeA  than  a  right   honourable  and  more  refpcAiible 
Member  riiot  now  in  his  place»  who  on  a  former  night  had 
been  fo  acculed,  and  certainly  on  preteniions  equally  uti** 
founded.     A  man  might  with  the  mod  perfeA  confiftency 
vote  for  the  fame  meafure  at  one  time  which  he  might  oppofe 
on  another,  becaufe  times  and  circumftances  moA  always  be 
taken  into  the  accounti  and  muR  conftitute  the  motives  of 
ad  ion.     On' the  former  occafion  It  was  the  extreme  urgency 
and  ucceffity  of  the  cafe  that  warramed  the  meafure,  and  " 
that  eacufed  fuch  a  departure  from  theconflitutronal  principle 
of  the  militia  eflablilhment ;  no  fuch  neceffity  could  now  be 
maintained,  and  it  was  on  thofe  grounds  he  oppofed  it.    He* 
fatd.  whenhe  faw  a  very  llrong  propofiiion  fupported  by  very 
wcsk:  arguments,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  whole 
cafe  had  not  l)een   dated,  that   there  wasfome  caufe  una- 
vowed,  and  he  owned  he  fufpe&ed  that^aufe  toconfift  in  ' 
an  intentiou  on  the  pari  of  Mtnifters  to  excite  the  oilers  of 
the  firttilh  militia  again  to  go  to  Ireland. .  If  that  was  the  " 
viqw  of  his  Majefty's   Mintftersi   let  them  avow  it ;  we 
fiiould  then  know  what  we  were  about  \  but  .at  prefent  they 
were  endeavouring  to  effect  that,  and  by  the  worft  oTall  po(t 
fible  means,  by  putting  military  bodies  into  a  Rate*  ofdelibe- 
ration,  which  neceflaniy  tended  totnfubordination,and a  tbou- 
(and  other  evils,  which  .thofe  who  had  feen  the  progrefs  of  vo- 
lunteering on  former  occafions  were  fully  apprized  of ;  and 
he  underftood  that  fome  Britifli  regiments  had  already  ofler-  ' 
ed  their  fervices  for  Ireland,  and  that  one  had  already  dbne To 
without  the  knowledgeorconfent  of  their  officers.  Iftbewew 
of  Govemmeiu  was  this  interchange  of  the  militia  of  the  two 
parts  of^the  united  kingdom,  let  them  manfully  profefs  it,  " 
and  propofe  ta  do  it  in  a  dired  maotier';  and-  if  it^Wii  ^V^ 
effeded^  the  evil  of  the  prefent  mean^  would  be  ddAe  Away, 
He  owned,  however*  that  he  thought  the  principle  nor^d^'^* 
ind*  for  this  realoA»  among  othmr^the  militiat  feifvi^#  X '^ 
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taghl'to?l)|s  i^inttfiberedi'  was  hot  a  profdliotiy.  But  a  temp(|A 
jmry  otctipaHon.  It  wasof  the  utmoft  importance  thai  per« 
iMMof  iho 'firft  xharader  MiA  refpctStabillty  (hould  be  en*» 
gaged  m  its  and  therefore  it  ought  io  common  fenfe  \o  be 
icndcfedas  Ikt&e  iiicoBiipa.iible  with  their  other  engagement! 
^ftdflhrocafioifsappQfllbk.  Now,  be  knew  that  it  was  the 
wpioioo  of  A  iri«(l  Abki  ftatcfmaot  that  it  would  be  a  wife  re- 
v.|giil«<aiti  far  mithia  tegimea^  never  to  be  marched  to  any 
«loiilideraMe  difta»cc  from  their  refpeAive  counties,  except 
in  cafes  of  emergency<»  to  which  when  it  occurred  all  would 
dMeifttllyLfobmii  ;  and  this  principle,,  therefore,  .if  it  was  a 
good  ones  wiiich  he  rooft  heartily  fubfcribed  to,  formed  a 
ilrong  argument  againft  fuch  an  arrangement  as  he  had  before 
adverted  to.  He  faid  that  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  thus 
fliortly  to  ftate  his  opinion  in. this  early  fiage  of  the.bufinefs. 
He  did  not  mean  then  to  oiFer  any  amendment,  fuch  as  that 
the  further  progrefs  of  the  meafure  ibould  be  put  off  for  Gx 
jnonvhs^  aitboitgh  he  fliould^be  glad  that  a  proportion  mjghc 
at  a  future  period  be  made  by  fome  one  of  more  confideration 
than  himfelf.  He  would  only  now  add,  that  he  fliouKl 
think  it  his  duty  to  bppofe  the  meafure  in  every  (utlire  ifage 
bf  the  proceeding,  from  a  thorough  conviAion,  that  even  if 
the  end  of  Government  in  an  interchange  of  the  tuilitia  tnm 
•m  wife  one,  which  he  was  not  prepared  taadmir,  it  could  not 
be  effededby  means  mure  pernicious  than  thqfe  propofed. 

Mr.  fnfjlfi  dated  that  his  fentiments  with  refpedltothisttaea- 
fure  had  undergone  no  alteration  fince  he  had  laft  the  honour 
of  addreifing-  the  Houfe,  although  from  the  thinneffs  of  thje 
Hottfe  upon  fbe  pt^Ccht  occafion,  he  flioutd  not  enter  into  thii 
fubjefiatauy  length,  but  would  referve  himfelf  for  afatuit 
opportunity. 

Cohnel  Uoftard  entirely  coincided  with  the  hon.  Member 
•who  had  ju(t  fat  down,  as  to  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the 
^\]X  before  the  Houfe. 

,  The  tnotionwas^greed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  coin* 
iniMedfopTuefday.  . 

.  Tbc^I^iih  militia  augmentation  bill  was  alio  read  « feeond 
xitrn^  mtid*eomihined  for  Tpefday. 

Or^re4,'on  the  tnoiml  of  Mr.  Corry*  tbac  tfa^Hmlc 
flfoMd*  on  Monday :nexr^  vslblve  itfelf  into  a Coaimirtee  4p 
confidcF'^f  making  provf fton 'to  enaible  the  Lord  Lieateoaat 
of  l^tuifd  to  augment  the  miKtia  uf  that  comuy* 
'  Oci: the'  moxMom  for  the  fecood  reading j»f  4he  IviA^ flaai  CmI 
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bill,  a  converfjition  took  place  between  Colonel  MMcbittroa 
and  Mr.  Corry,  upon  a  qiiei^on  from  the  former^  as  to  tht. 
tendency  which  this  bill  would  have  to  affeA  the  oil  tnanv- 
factory  in  Ireland.  It*  appeared  that  fuch  flaa  feed  as  fltall 
be  found  upon  importation  to  be  damaged*  and  unfit  for  the 
growers  to  ufe,  i^  to  be  iirarehoufed  for  a  certain  time^  unbft 
the  merchants  can  in  the  interim  procure  oil  manufadureis 
to  purchafe  it ;  and  alfogive  fecurity  that  fuch  feed  flull  not 
be  planted.  This  fecurity  is  meant  for  the  idtereft  of  ibe 
linen  tnanufadure* 

The  0>mmittees  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Nfeant  were* 
poftponed  till  Monday,  to  which  day  the  Hdufe  adjourfied. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

MONOAYt  APaXL   9. 

The  feveral  bills  before  the  Houfc  were  forwarded  in  their 
jrefpe^ive  ftages. 

Mr.  Mansfield,  from  the  Scotch  bank  company^  prefented 
cerrain  accounts  relative  to  the  capital,  &c.  of  that  corpora- 
tion»  which  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
,  On  the  motion  of  Lord  Auckland,  Mr.  Wyatt  was  otdei<- 
ed  to  attend  the  Committee  of  their  LordOiips,  to  whom  k 
was  referred  to  condder  of  the  bed  mode  of  improving  the 
lighting  of,  and  avejnues  to  the  Houfd,  &c. 
/  The  Earl  of  Suffolk  obfcrved,  that  as  he  could  not  in  the 
ftage  the  volunteer  bill  was  then  in  before  their  Lofdfhips 
regularly  deliver  his  fentiments  upon  the  principle  of  that 
meafure,  a  conflderation  which  he  conceived  of  extreme  im« 
portance^  he  (hould,  the  next  day,  bring  forward  a  motion 
upon  a  fubje^t  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  clofely  conneA- 
ed  with  the  meafure  alluded  (o,  he  meant  the  general  defelice 
of  the  country.  The  noble  Earl  then  moved  that  their  Lordi* 
fhips  be  fummoned  for  the  next  day ;  which  was  ordered  ac* 
cordingly. 

VOLUNT££K  REGULATIONS  BILL. 

Lord  Hawfcelbury  moved  the  oider  of  the  day  for  the 
Hottie  to  refolve  into  a  Committee  upon  this  bill ;  ai)d.af^ 
eordingly  'Lord  W^lfingham  took  the  chair. 

Their  Lordlhips  proceeded  to  the  confideratipn  of  the 
ingbth  daufe;  and  on  a  fuggeftioa  of  Carl  Spencer,,  that 
«n  annual  return  (hould  be  made»  inftead  of  caufing  it  to  be 

Vol.  IL  1803-4*  3  C  made 


I 
/ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


37S  THE  PARUAMEKTART- REGISTER.  ^     [LotLur, 

muAt  %t  three  diftinA  periods,  tc  wsis  remarked  by  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  that  tlie  more  frequent  return  would  be  the 
more  preferable,  and  fotth&obvious  reafcon  that  Government 
ihouid  know,  as^often  as  it  could,  vvKthout  giving  unreafon* 
able  trdible  to  thofe  concerned,  what  number  of  eiFcdive 
volunteer  forces  it  had  to  dbpend  upon^ 

Theconfidemtion  of  admin illering  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
&c.  to  volunteers,  occafioned  fonie  diverfiiy  of  opinion  upon 
the  point;  and  the  Earl  of  CheAerfield  took  the  opportunity 
to  (late  the  mode  adopted  by  him  at  his  refidence  in  Df.*rby(hire» 
in 'Which  qtiarter  he  had  adminiftered  the  oaih  ta  between 
tvro  and  three  tboufand  volunteers^  not  one  of  whom  confi- 
dcrcd  its  being  tendered  previous  to  their  figning  the  roll,  as 
the  (lighted  reflcftion  upon  them. 

A  few  amendments  ivere  made  in  one  or  two  of  the  fubfe- 
quent  cUufes. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  fignified  his  intention  of  moving  to  fub- 
ilitute  the  **  firft  d,jy  of  June,"  for  the  (irft  day  of  May,  as 
the  period  for  the  commencement  of  the  bill. 

In  the  eleventh  claufe  of  the  bill  an  amendment  was  pro- 
pofed  by  Lord  Grenville,  for  the  introduflion,  after  the 
words  "deliver,  or  caufe  to  be  delivered  lo  any  furveyor  or 
JnfpeAor  of  taxes  of  the  di(lri£l  wherein  fuch  corps  (hall  be 
«n tolled,  or,"  of  words  to  this  efFefi — «'  in  cafe  there  (hall 
be  no  fuch  furveyor  or  infpedor  of  taxes  then  to  furveyor^ 
&^.  of  any  adjoining  diftrift." 

.  On  this  the  fenfc  of  the  Committee  was  taken  ;  when  there 
appeared 

For  the  amendment         *»         -         i6 
Agninft  it  -  -  34 

Majority  -  18 

.  pn  the  next  provifion  which  refpefls  the  certificates  to  be 
delivered  by  commanding  officers  of  yeomanry  cavalry,  &c. 
of  the  number  of  horfes  and  the  names  of  the  providers  of 
the  fame,  an  amendment  was  propofed  by  Lord  Grenville  to 
the  general  effefl  of  preventing  inch  provifion  from  being 
unneceflarily  tronblefome  to  the  commanding  officers.  On 
this  fome  difcu(rioQ  took  place,  which  was  terminated  alfo 
by  a  divifion : 

For  the  amendment  -        •         15 

Agaiaft  it        -        •        •        -        31 


Majority  *  x6 
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ThedaoTe  relating  to  volunteers  being  'Kable  to  tKe  binUbt 
for  the  mtHfh,  and  on  quitting  their  refpedive  corps,  f^ 
fcrve  or  find  fubllitutcs,  was  amended  by  dirediing  a  noiice 
to  be  givtrh  ihem,  that  ihey  were  exempted  from  (crving  fo 
long  a«  (hey  continued  effediive  members  of  fuch  corps  ;  and 
a  provifion  was  alfo  odded,  that  they  (hould  only  be  liable  to 
fervc  during  the  prefent  war,  and  until  fix  months  after  the 
ratilication  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace. 

On  the  provifd  rcUt^ve  to  the  manner  in  which  formdf 
exemptions  attached  toperfons  quitting  volunteer  corps,  con-* 
fiderable  difTerer  ce  of  opinion  arofe  between  Lord  Gieovill* 
and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  relative  to  the  meaning  of  th« 
words,  which  ended  in  adjourning  the  conGderation  of  it  till 
the  next  day. 

The  Committee  then  reported  progrefs,  and  had  leave  to 
fit  again  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONPAV,  APRIL    9. 

Mr.  John  Latnuche  brought  up  a  petition  from  the  prU 
fotiers confined  for  debt  in  tiie  prifon  for  the  county  of  the  citys 
of  Dublin,  Rating  the  hardlhips  under  which  they  labour, 
and  praying  relief.     Ordered  to  be  laid  ^n  the  table* 

He  brought  up  another  of  a  fiinilar  kind  from  the  priv 
foners  confined  tor  debt  in  1  he  Mathalfea  prifon  of  Dublin, 
which  was  alfo  ordered  to  ht:  iaid  on  the  table. 

Sir  John  Newport  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  on  Wednef- 
day  next  mcjve  to  poltpone  the  confideration  of  the  fubjeft 
of  the  Ilchefter  Committee  from  the  17th  of  this  month,  until 
lhc8ih  (»f  May  next. 

Mr.  Corry  gave  notice,  that  he  fliould  the  next  day  propob 
for  the  coniideration  of  the  Houfe  a  mcafure  rcfpeiting  the 
prefent  circulating  coin  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  FdHer  a(kcd  what  was  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  io« 
tention.     He  took  it  for  granted  it  related  to  the  filvcr  coin. 

Mr.  Corry  begged  leave  todecline  entering  more  particu- 
larly into  thefubje£t  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beft  prefcnted  a  petition  on  hehalf|of  the. 
company  of  proprietors  of  the  Swat^ea  canal  navigation, 
againft  a  bill  novr  depending  before  the  Hoirfe.  Ordered  to 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

lyfr.  H.  Addington  moved,  that  the  prder.of  the  day  for 
3  C  a  '         taking 
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tdting^nto  cofii(itfcrarion  Mie  report-on  the  cotton  wenteri* 
j>etkiorr  be  poftponed  to  Thurfday  next.  Ordered 
'  Mr.  Corry  moved  the  order  of  the  d^y  foe  going  into  % 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  xb  confider  of  making  pro* 
yifien  for  augmenting  the  Iri(h  mjlitia;  which  being ^cad| 
•  Mr.  Qrrv  fajd,  that  before  he  moved  (hat  the  Speaker  do 
kftve  t^  chair,  he  fliould  (late  the  nature  of  the  meafurc  to  be 
propofed,  the  augmentation  of  the  IriOi  mili'ia  .  and  if  Pir» 
itamcAt  fliould  think  fit  that  rt  (hould  take  place,  money  mud 
l»eadvanped  out  of  the  Exchequef  of  Ireland,  to  be  afieyw 
Urards  repaid  by  the  treafurers  of  the  counties;  for  this  it 
^ould  be  neceiiary  to  introduce  a  claufe  into  the  bill,  and 
there  mpR:  be  a  refolution  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Ho&fe  for  the  purpofe :  thai  fhould  be  reported  on  a  fubfe* 
^oent  day,  and  M  in(lru£tion  mfifl  afterwards  be  givenio 
the  Committee  on  the  bill,  that  they  may  have  power  to  infert 
}t  iii'fuch  bill. 

Mr.  Calcraft  doubted  the  regularity  of  moving  any  certain 
fbm  fbri.certa^l' fervice,  before  Parliament  had  voted  that 
fervice.  He  thought  it  extraordinary  that  the  fum  of  mopey 
jh^tild  be  voted  for  a  thing,  before  that  thing  itlelf  was  voted? 
3f  there  w^  any  abfolute  rieceflity  for  it»  or  thsit  it  could  not 
lie  done  at  any  other  time,  he  (hould  be  ready  to  give  wayi 
snd  offer  nooppofiiion  to  it ;  but  he  ihoold  think  it  would  be 
iPlich  txiorfc  regular  for  Pailiament  to  grant  the  thing  itfe|f 
l^efore  it  granted  the  means  of  fupporting  it. 
•  Mf*  Hicreiaty  l^rif  (aid,  that  the  thing  now  propofed  wai 
IDArt' matter  .of  coarfe,  in  order  to  enable  the  Hopfe  to  prpf 
.ceed  in  the  Committee  the  next  day,  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
|riA' militia,'  for  pnni  there  was  a  vote  of  a  Committee  of 
jtfia  'whde  Honfe  to  advance  this  money  opt  of  the  Irifli 
Exchequer,  no  provifion  could  be  made  to  enable  the  Lord 
Xieutenont  to  go  into  the  mcafure.  This  was  merely  matter 
c^  form  ;  for  if  the  Houfe  (hould  not  adopt  the  bill,  the  vote 
"BPW  %bom  to  be  propofed  would  fall  tc  the  ground^  the  re? 
^rt  could  not  be  received  until  the  next  day,  and  without 
4his  vote  it  would  be  impoflible  to  proceed  upon  the  bill  \  an4 
lie  fubmitted,  that  as  there  were  two  bills  before  the  Houfe 
spon  this  fubjed,  whether  it  might  not  be  better  that  they 
jisuW  both  conae  on  together. 

^'  Mr.  Cifkraft  thought  one  of  them  fuffipient  for  the  dtfcuC- 
-finn  of  OHcday,  bnc  be  was  fatisfied  with  the  rea(on  given  for 
4fcrvote  which  was  aboift  tohc  prppofcd^  and  therefore  (bouid 
P^  cppofe  it  any  longer. 
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•  The  Houfc  then  refolvrd  itfelf  into  a  ConMDiUe<e;4n  whicii 
Mr.  Corry  moved  a  reroliuiom  to  the  efFc£t  he  hjad  i^ated,  fog 
advancing  a  fuof  not  e^^ceedmg  four  guineas  per  man,  t(c.\ 
Vk|[iich  was  paiTedf  and  t|i«  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
the  next  day. 

Mf-  Bankes  a(ked  which  of  the  two  bills  on  the  fiibjeA 
pf  the  Iriib  miliua  was  intended  to  be  brought  on  the  next 

Mr.  Siiprffary  Torii  faid»  he  Aould  have  thoug|lt  it  mor^ 
convenient  to  the  Houfe,  atid  a  faving  of  a  great  deal  of  time 
if  they  were  both  to  come  on  together  in  the  difcuflion  upoa 
the  principle  4  bjut  if  Gentlemen  chofe  to  exercife  their  lungs 
twice  gpon  oi)e  fubje£ly  he  could  h^ve  no  objef^ionr  and  th^ 
debate  mpft  therefore  pecelfarily  be  put  off  on  one  of  (hem; 
The  one  which  was  to  come  o^  the  next  day,  was  that  whic^ 
ftood  firft  in  ordjcr,  and  therefore  he  movtd  that  the  bill  for 
majcing  proviflon  for  augmenting  th^  militia  of  Ireland  be 
.poflponed  to  Wcdncfday.     Ordered. 

Deferred  to  Wedue(<)ay  the  Comn>it]Lces  pf  Sup^^ly  and:Of 
\Vays  and  Means* 

Adjoufncd, 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

rufSDAY,    APRIL    lOf  , 

In  the  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Chancery^  RiebanMba  v« 
the  two  Oniverfities,  counfel  was  heard  for  the  arppeUama. 
The  further  bearing  was  deferred  until  Thuri3ay  next. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor^  the  taufe  of  Wood^i* 
lord  t>.  'rhelluObn  was  pofipooed  to  the  20th  inftant,  whea 
the  Judges  are  to  attend.  . 

Mr.  Rickmart  prefented  at  the  bar  the  acooonts  of  the 
cocnmiffioners  of  the  Caledonian  canal. 

The  £iiri  of  Suffolk  highly  approved  of  that  undertaking*  at 
one  likely  to  be  produAive  of  great  advantage*  not  only  ifT 
|hat  particalar  pait  of  the  ifland  but  to  the  whole  of  the  king* 
fiom.  He  wlftied  10  know  whether  it  was  the  intemidn  of 
Mtnifters  to  make  any  addition  to  the  very  infignifioint  (intt 
(hat  they  had  allotted  fof  the  annual  profecntion  of  that  wtnh^ 
Hcwus  difpofed  to  give  duepraife  to  the  intention  of  Mini« 
iters,  with  regard  19  that  national  obje£(/ but  he  was  ofopi- 
|iion  that  20,oool.  was  by  no  me^s  adequate  to  theimpoTf* 
fkpcc  of  fuch  an  objc^,  •.•>'• 

Lord 
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Lard  j{ucJ!land/\f\  the  abftnce  of  Minift^rSf  profcf&d  him- 
felf  qnable  to  give  any  fatisUfiory  aofwer  to  the  queftioii  of 
the  noble  Earl. 

'  The  DuU  o/AIontrpfe  thought  that  it  was  incumbent  oa 
him  to  exprefs  ibe  vcrry  great,  obligations  he  was  undex  to 
Klinifters  for  having,  at  the  rifle  of  incurring  fome  ioiputa* 
t'rons,  countenanced  a  meafure  whiich  promilcd  fo  much  ad» 
vantage  and  improve;iieni  to  that  part  of  Scotland.  He  was 
happy  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  that  very  great  facilities  had 
steady- been  derived  even  from  the  comparatively  infignifi- 
cant  prtigrefs  that  the  undertaking  had  made.  New  coof* 
municaticns  had  already  been  tdabliflied  in  a  country  wbertt 
acce(5  had  been  nearly  impra£ticable»  and  the  inhabitants  be- 
gan to  feel  much  advantage  from  fuch  convenience.  That 
work  waS|  in  his  opinion,  ^ruly  a  national  one,  and  therefore 
he  did  not  doubt,  but  it  would  meet  with  all  ncceflfary  en« 
couragement  from  his  Maje(ly*5  Minifters. 

.  DEFENCE  OF  THK  COUNTRY. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  rofe  and  fpoke  nearly  as  follows:  My 
Lords,  not  having  been  in  the  Houfe  on  the  fecond  reading 
.  of  the  volunteer  bill',  as  I  was  compelled  by  indirpnfition  to 
leave  it  at  thecommenccitient  of  the  debate,  I  was  prevent- 
ed from  giving  my  fentimentson  the  principle  of  that  bill;  I 
have  therefore  taken  this  opportunity  of  introducing  ^  mo- 
tion, in  difculling  which,  I  may,  without  any  impropriety, 
allude  to  that'fy Item,  on  the  merits  of  which  1  was  acciden- 
tally prpvenied  from  giving  my  opinion.  1  here  is  not  any 
«nc  in  this  kingdom,  who  more  highly  approves  of  the  great 
and  'leading  principle  upon  which  the  volunteer  force  has 
)>een  cdabiifhed  than  I  do.  I  fully  fubfcribe  in  every  way 
to  the  gallant  and  patriotic  fpiiit  by  which  that  admirable 
body  of  men  has  been  adtiated;  and  if  there  be  trivial  de- 
fe£bs  in  its  organization,  I  truft  that  a  little  expence  and  the 
a|tcntion  of  the  legiflaiure  will  remedy  them.  Although 
J  admit  that  there  a:c  fome  inconfidencies  in  that 
fyftem,  yet  I  am  far  from  concurring  in  that  perfevering 
9ppoGtion  that  has  been  made  to  it.  Many  of  the  ar- 
guments have  turned  upon  verbal  niceties  and  altercationSf 
and  1  really  think  that  much  time,  that  could  have  beeq 
better  employed,  has  been  confumed  in  the  conCderation  of 
them,  I  have  that  confidence  in  his  Mijefly's  Gcvernmenty 
.as' well  as  in  thofe  perfons  who  fliall  be  called  upon  to  exc- 
cotc'the  protifions  of  the  Volunteer  bill,  that  where  ^nj 
"doubts  n^ay  arife  upon  the  meaning  of  any  particular  claufe, 
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it^witl  be  infefprtfi^d  liberally*  ai^d  Ha'ther  *to  the  advanfflge  qf 
rhe  iniividual  who  thirties' hf^  is  Entitled  to  a  benefit  from  if. 
If  I  may  be  allowed  to  give  my  opinion,  without  referring 
to  any  iMng  that  has  t)eeii  hiferefofore  fald  "either  herepr  elfis 
where,  on  the  degree  of  efficiency  that  the  volunteers  are  qa- 
pabteof,  I  am  decidedf  in  preferring  them  to  an  armed  pea- 
fantry.     They,  in   my  jiidgment,  poffefs  a  competent  de- 
gree of  difciplinei  and  c^riainly  may  be  incdrporaied  with 
iniinite  advantage  either  with  th^  army  or  militia.     Befides, 
I  much  doabt  whether  it  bepotlible  to  arm  the  peabntry  to 
the  extent  fhat-has  been  recommended,  with  that  cel^ity  that 
would  enable  us  to  reap  the  full  advantage  of  their  (ervicef^r 
Even  the  volunteers,  ai  I  am  infornfied,  are  very  faf  from 
being  completely  armed.     At  an  earlier  period  of  the  pre>» 
fent  feffion,  I  took  an  opportunity  of  fubmitting,  as  a  mill- 
cary  man,  fome  ideas  to  your  Lordlhips,  as  to  what  I  con- 
ceived neceflary  to  be  done  for  the  more  complete  defence  of 
the  country;  audit  is  with  much  regret  I  have  perceived 
that  none  of  them  have  been  deemed  deferving  the  notice  of 
his  Maje(ly*s  Minifters,     I  recommended  the  eftabliOimenr 
of  a  central  depot,  to  which  feveu  or  eight  thoufand  men 
(hould  periodically  repair,  there  to  be  inflrudied  in  militaiy 
tactics,  under  the  command  of  a  well-informed  and  experif- 
cncrd  R^ff,     The  advantages  of  even  that  inadequate  (hare  of 
difcipline  would  be  fopn  vifible,  both  in  the  officers  and  prir 
vates,  and  pariicularly  to  the  former,  who,  in  niy  opinioa> 
have  rnuch  greater  occafion  for  in(lru£lion  than  thofe  they 
compaand.     I'bcre  is  alfo  another,  part  of  our  defence  .which^. 
JD   my  judgment,  Mini(lers  have  not  confidered,  as  .they, 
fboujd  have  done;  I  allude  to  the  piinciple  of  limitation  ia 
the  volunteer  fyRem.     The  maritime  counties,  the  mofl.ex* 
poled  ;ind  the  moft  liable  to  attack,  are  governed  by  th^  famCk 
Tules  in  this  lefped  that  the  inland  counties  are;  an  error  in ' 
«ny  mi^d   pregnaiit  with  danger,  and  which  cannot  be  top 
fqon  corre£led.     I  alfo  recommended  the  con(lru£llqn  of- 
JNiartello  towers,  and  illudrated  the  itpmenfe  advantage  pf 
fuch  a  mode  of  fortification,   by   the  circumdance  that  |l^ 
ferjeant  aiid  twelve  men  working  a  finglegun  in  one  of  theci^i , 
haJ  defeated  an  Engljfh  (hip  of  the  line  and  a44-gun  frigatcw 
Joftead  of  refortingto  that  cheap  and  effisdual  mode  pCda*  . 
feoce,his  Majesty's  Government,  at  leaft  the  military  partfi^^ 
it,  have,  with  )mmenfe  labour  and  expence,  condrud^J^pe^;, 
of  circumvaiUtion,  whicji,  as  a  foldier  and  ;in  Engl i(h man,. j[ 
acn  happy  to  hear  are  criipibUng  daily  into  ruins.    Nf y  l^o^^ 
.      .  *     *  »f 
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if  thofe  whofe  duff  it  is  to  ptotiAt  for  ^e  defence  ef  the 
eoentry ,  fof  the  mechanical  part  of  it  I  flioiriii  hyrtt^aSted 
as  they  diould  have  done,  they  urduM  have  ereAed  fovtKfles 
in  Kent,  SnfTex,  EOtx,  Dorfetibire;  DevonfllUe/ Yeiifliifft, 
atidMhe  county  fn  #hidl  Newcaftle  is  placode     A  corapeiait 
gaff  iron  in  each  of  there  fomwoiild  hate  'Ocxopiod  a  confi- 
scable portion  of  the  enenny's  trooper  andif  they  ^oouid  not 
h»ve  eventually  fnaintained  them,  would  have  efibfied  at 
leaf)  that  which,  in  all  military  operatibns,  isof  the  great* 
<eft  cbofeqiieiict,  Hamely,  creating  a  great  Ms  oHimeiothe 
attacking  arnny.     There  is  another  meafune  in-  which-l  think 
•there  has  been  nnuch  (hameful  and  unneceflary  pnafufion,  I 
'tjnetn  the  article  of  barracks,   in  the  conllm^an  of  which 
two  miUion*;  have  been  already  expended,  and  to  cotnpleie 
which  nearly  an  equal  ex  pence  inuft  be  incurred^      The 
government  cotild  have  provided  better  for  the  accontnoda* 
f ion  and  comfort  of  the  Soldier,  at   one-fixth  the  cxpence* 
had  they  reforted  to  the  praAice  of  hutting,  fuch  as  was  eel* 
tomary  during  the  American  war.     in  Tome   places  where 
they  iKid  detern;jined  on  buildiag  barracks,  rhey>  have  aban- 
doned the  plan,  and  leh  them  half  conftrufled,  becaufe  they 
at  length  perceived  that  the  (ituat ions  were  too  expofed,  and 
that  they  were  Hkcly,  in  cafe  of  invafion,  to  prove  rather  an 
aiccommodatton  to  the  enemy  than  to  our  own  troops.     V.'ben 
1  fpeak  in  approbation  of  that  degree  of  difcipline  which  the 
volunteers  ^ave  obtained,  let  it  not  be  thotight  that   1  under' 
value  the  exertions  of  an  armed  peafantry.     I  know  frocn 
experience  how  formidable  the  attacks  of  an  armed  popnla- 
tion,  poflcffing  great   local  information,    aci}tiatbted   with 
every  hedge,  rtvidet,  and  green  lane,  may  be.^    When  I  com* 
manded  the  brigade  ofgt>ards  in  America,  I  was  on  morethae 
one  occasion  compelled  by  the  men  in  whit0  flnrts  (the  milU 
tiaof  that  country,  or,  as  we  would  call  them,  the  armed 
peafantry),  and  fomttiiAes  by  an  inferior  number  of  them,  le 
tt  precipitate,  and  not  unfrequently  a  difficult  ^retreat,  end 
there  was  f>ot  a  nMn   under  my  command  who  would  not 
have  rather  encountered  the  regulars  of  the  Americari  anuy^ 
fhan  that  particular  defcriptton  of  force.     As  to  the  itfia  that 
fftity  'be  made  of  bpdies  of  men  of  that  chamber  and  organi- 
-flatibn,  I  fully  agree  wlih  an  hen.  Officer  in  anodier  'Houft;* 
'#lrti  whom  I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  aeqtiatmed*  ^mlL 
•tvlio,  I  ^ear  with  regret,  is  not  emptojfed.    There  is^  fioblc 
friend  of  aoifie,  I  mean  f  .ord  Mom,  to  wtiom  Gofcmineni 
Imh  at  bft  thought  proper  to  give  a  coeattand)  but  hoer  %ave 

they 
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Hifcy  treated  th«l  ftoble'and  *«cc!lcnt  comntffndcrP  Why,-al- 
•ftiDi^'lieisinveAed  wilh  ihe  chief  commsuid  of  tbe  Dortkr 
'^ro-tKirt  of  iheifland»  they^  have  not  thought  proper  to  eive 
him  my  of  the  privileges  ih»t  ufuaUjr « accompany  it*  They 
teave  been' lavifh  where  they  ft<aild  hare  been  parfimoniouip 
and  havebeen  parfintomaiia  whare  they  lb<mld  have  been  ii« 
%ffal.  When  they  had  an  opportuaity  of  manifefling  their 
'iSsofe  of  that  noble  Lord^s  fervicesand  great  military  ralenti, 
-diey  negleAedit,  and  conferred  the  command  of  two  vacant 
foments  on  junior  officers.  I'he  only  coaapenfatioh  mf 
noble  Firiead  has  had,  during  more  than  twenty  years,  for  ail 
tiis  lahdiMPS  \a  fupportingthe  intereda  ancf  maintaining  tiie 
lumonr  of  his  country,  has  been  a  colonel's  half  pay,  a  paltry 
two  hundred  pounds  a  year.  When  he  commanded  the  army 
^t  Southampton,  he  was  reflrided,  from  what  motives  1  cai|- 
iKft  fell,  as  much  in  point  of  patronage  as  he  is  at  prefent; 
and  when  he  refigned  that  command,  he  was  not  lefs  than 
ten  thonfand  pounds  out  of  poclcet  by  the  honour  that  bad 
been  conferred  on  him.  MinifterS  ipay  fay,  and  I  know  it 
lias  been  faid,  that  there  was  no  necefllty  fof*  the  noble  L^oid 
to  involve  himTtrIf  in  fuch  expence ;  but  to  this  1  will  aoft^erp 
that  the  liberal  nature  of  my  noble  Friend  could  not  bear  to 
fee  the  poor  emigrants,  by  whom  he  was  furrounded,  iiarv- 
Ing  on  the  miferable  allowance  that  they  drew  from  Go» 
vernment ;  that  his  expences  were  incurred  in  feeding  and 
Supporting  them,  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  not  to  ^  won- 
tiered  at  if  his  fortune,  great  as  it  was,  was  tooiittie  for  his 
.^nerods  and  compaflioaate  mind*  I  do  not  wifh  to  trefpafs 
longer  an  yoor  Lordihips*  attention.  I  am  aware  that  on  a 
<|ue(lioiiof  this,  delicate  nature  it  may  foe  ur^cd,  that  confi- 
ilerable  confidence  (bould  be  placed  in  the  exertions  and.in« 
tenttons  of  the  Executive  Governmctn.  I  truft,  my  Lords, 
f  am  as  little  difpofed  as  any  of  yuu  to  enter^aiajm  improper 
diftnift  of  thofc  who  are  bonourcd  with  his  Majefty's  confi- 
dence; but  I  will  not,  through  the  raflinefs  of  confidence, 
xiMlanger  the  fafety  of  the  country::   I  iiiy,  my  Lords,  as  the 

Seat  and  venerable  Earl  of  Chatham  iKd   formerly  in  thi^ 
otife:  *  Confidence  is  a  pl^nt  of  flow  growth  in  an  ag^d 
imfom/    I  fliall  not  occupy  any  more  of  your  LordOiips'  time^ 
4stil  jnove«  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  provicjc  for 
the  defcnoa  of  the  country,  nnd  for  inquiring  into  the  pj^ 
.|mrations  that  have  been  made  to  meet  the  menaced  dangle* 
T     Lmtd- HmttkiJburj^My  Lords,  I  fiiall  occupy  but  a  fery 
AimU  portion  of  yoor  tame,  which,  \  conceive,  \!^au]d  <^ 
Vol.  Ii«  i8o4*j.  2^    '  :  tWCh 
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much  better  employed  in  difcuflingand  perfe£^ing tliat  biH 
which  form^  part  of  our  national  defence,  and  the  adjourned 
conrideratiQU  of  which  is  fixed  for  this  day.     Jf  thenobb 
X/ord  had  urged  one  fingle  reafon  tojudify  the  appointment 
,€)f  fuch  a  Coq?mittee  as  he  has  move^l  for,  I  Ibould  tuve 
Mt  it  oiy  du  y  to  flate  at  Urge*  to  .your  LoFdlhips,  my  rea« 
Aids  for  oppofmg  his  niotion»  and  the  grounds  upon  vfhidi 
.1  havr^f^msod  n^v  convi(9ion«  that  a  parliamentary  Com- 
miltee  is  not  the  nDo0  practicable  nHxle  of  obtaining  thofe re. 
fults  the  noble  Earl  fecms  to  aim  at.     The  military  defence 
of  the  country  ha;  been  entrnfled  by  a  competent  power  to 
the  care  of  the  commander  in  chief;  and  if  he  be  guilty 
of  mifcondnd,  he  is  as  liable  to  cenfure  and  removal  as  any 
one  of  his  Majcfty's  Minifters.     He  is  refponfible  for  his 
condiifiy  and  may  be  called  to  account   for  it.     1  am  per* 
fuaded  the  illuftrions  perfon   who  tills  that  office  does  and 
will  always  avail   himfelf  of  the  advice  and  experience  of 
thofe  whom  he  fuppofes  mod  competent  to  give  him  infor- 
mation* and  I. conceive  it  would  neither  be  prudent  norde*- 
corous  in  Parliament  to  interfere,  except  upon  very  extra- 
^crdiDary  and  tinexpeded  circumHances  indeed.      I  ^muft^- 
therefore,  my  lords,  give  my  negative  to  the  motion  of  the 
noble  Earl,  for  the  reafons  I  have  before  dated,  that  he  has 
made  out  nocafct  and  that  \)e  has  affigned  no  good  grounds 
for  the  appointment  of  fuch  a  Committee. 

The  qiteA^oh  was  then  put  on  Lord  Su^olk's  motion,  and 
negatived  without  a  diviGon'. 

VOLUNTEER    RECUIATIONS    BILL. 

The  Houfc  having  refolvcd  itfcif  into  a  committee  to  con- 
fidcr  further  of  the  above  bill,  fcveral  verbal  amendments 
were  agreed  to. 

A  difcuffion  took  place  on  the  claufc  which  requires  conv 
manding  officers  to  give  to  volunteers  changing  their  refi-' 
dcnce,  or  removing  from  one  corps  to  another,  certificates. 
An  amendment  was  pritpofed  by  Lord  Grenville,  fpeci^- 
ing  the  diftance,  upon  which  a  divifion  took  place.  Con- 
tents 1 Not  contents  35 Majority  againft  th^  amend- 

mcnt  2.S. 

On  the  claufe  which  fubjeSs  non-commiffioncd  officers 
to  military  law,  it  was  propofed  by  Lord  Grenville  Co  omit  . 
the  word  "  farriers,'*   as   thofc  perfons  receive  pav  only 
when  on  the  ground.    On  a  divifion  the  contents  were,  H 

Not  contents,    4 2.-«- Majority  againft  the  amendment, 
'^K  ^       .    .     .         .     /    ^  .        • 

Lord  . 
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LoTd.<5renviire'objeaidd  ftrbrigly  to  the  praftJce  ddopfed 
by  corp^  iir  general,  of  fot^m'ing  militJiry  comrrlJlieits  ;  and 
thought  it  ncceffary  to  prbpolc  a  claufe  for  removiiig  filcli 
fffaflice.  Affer  a  few  wofds  from  Lords  Hawkefbury,  the 
Lord  GhanceHor,  Lord  Wnichelfea,  Lord  Hobart,  and  thtf 
Duke  of  Montpoft,  it  was  underftood '  that  fueh  a  clanlfe 
woutd  be  propofed  on  a  future  clay  in  the  Committee. 
-  Lord  AValfingham  Was  then  dlreftcd  to  report  progrcft, 
and  the?  Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSEOF    COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,    APRIL  lO, 

'  The  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  town  and  (locks  of 
Liverpool  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com<# 
xnitted. 

Sir  Jdm  Anderfon  brought  up  the  report  of  the  bill  for^ 
the  improvement  of  Temple-Bar  and  Snow-hili.  The 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  been^^ 
grofled.  ' 

Mr.  Dickens,  from  the  office  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for* 
Irelapdt  prefented  at  the  bar  copies  ot  all  orders  from  Jii^ 
Majcfty's  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  affefling  the  half'>pay  of 
o(&cers.on  the  Iiiih  eflablilhment  refident  in  Great  Britain 
iince  the  union.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be. 
j>rinted. 
,  Adm.  BerheUy  feeing  the  Secretary  at  War  In  his  place, 
availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunfty  to  move  for  certain  pa* 
pcrs  relative  to  the  Barrack  department.     He  trufted  there 
\5ruurd  be  no  objeftion  made  to  his  motion,  and  the  confe- 
qocnt  produftion  of  the  papers  ;  but  if  there  fhould,  he  for 
the  pielrnt  (hould  not  prefs  the  fubjcft  on  the  Huufe,  far-* 
thcr  than  to  give  n(»tice  of  his  intention  to  make  a  motion 
to  that  cfFcv^  on  a  future  day. 

The  Secretary  at  fVar  declared  he  had  every  wilh  to  put 
Xlyi  Houfe  and  the  hon.  Admiral  in  pofleflion  of  the  fulleft 
and  m^ft  fatisfaftory  information  on  the  lubjed  to  which  hia 
xnutions  referred,  or  on  any  other  conncdlt^d  with  the  dif- 
burfement  of  the  public  money,  and  fuhmitted  to  the  hon. 
Admiral  the  propriety  of  an  alteration  in  the  form  of  hi« 
oi'igtnai  nuitions,  in  order  to  avoid  crowding  the  table  of- 
the  Houfe  with  ap  unneceflTary  ac<;umuIation  of  papers. 

After  fcm^e  further  conve»fa.tiga  'tjie  following  motion^ 
were  p:U  and  agreed  to  : 

3   D  2  1ft.  A 
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ift.  A  copy  of  the  coiMTaft  tfUered  iiMo  bct«v«eA  Mt 
't.  Neak  and  the  Barrack  Mafter  Getierairfor  ku'ildifig  tlvt 
barracks  at  Cliichefter  hi  the  county  of  Stiflex. 

2d.  An  account  of  the  difF^ent  periods  at  which  the  fe* 
«eral  barracks  were  to*  iiave  b<i?n  compkrted,  and* of  titftf 
Mnaltiea  piiividcd  ia  cafe  the  fame  fhouki  not  be  CMapletei 
m^he  time  and  on  the  terms  agreed  on» 

3d*  A  copy  of  the  forns  and  mode  of  ifluing  the  ^ertiii- 
Cate  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  barrack  department*  » 

4th.  An  account  of  the  number  of  banacks  in  tlie  poU 
leffion  of  Government  at  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  of 
Amiensi  and  off  the  nnmber  of  men  and  horfes  they  covid 
contain. 

Mr.  I.  H.  Browne  prefented  the  report  of  the  Committee 
nppointted  undier  an  B&  of  Parliament  for  conduAing  the 
mland  navigation  between  the  Eaft^rn  and  Weftera  Seaf , 
from  Invemers  to  Fort  William  in  Scotland.  The  repoit 
vat  ordered  to  be  printed^  and  t<^eii  into  confidoration  on 
Friday  fe'naight. 

Mr.  Corry  poilponed  his  motion  relative  to  the  circulating, 
coin  in  Ireland  to  Thurfday. 

IRISH    MILITIA. 

Mr., Secretary  Yorke  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
committal  of  the  Irilh  militia  voluntary  offer  bill. 
'  On  the  quellion  being  put  that  the   Speaker  leave  thet 
chair, 

JUr.  William  FMiot  claimed  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe^ 
while  he  dated  briefly  his.  opinion  of  the  nieafuie  befocr 
it.  In  whatever  view  he  confidcred  it,  he  could  not  regard 
it  but  as  an  impolitic,  impcrfeft,  and  inadequate  mealure.. 
In  point  of  policy,  it  appeared  to  him  only  calculated  tu 
remedy  a  defedl  whicli  had  arifen  from  the  mifcomluft  of 
his  Majcfty's  Minifters.  He  recolIe£ted,  that  at  the  clofe 
of  Ihe  late  war,  an  order  had  Ijecn  iflued  by  the  adjutant 
general,  for  difcarding  not  embodying  the  Irifli  militia^ 
which  order  had  been  fanifioned  by  his  Majcfty's  crow/^ 
^officers  in  Ireland.  A  fliort  Aime  after,  however,  it  was 
deenaed  expedient  to  renew  the  niiluia  eftablifhitient  in  that 
cduutry,  and  the  mcafm  c  for  that  purpofe  allowed  a  bounty 
of  but  two  guinas  per  man,  which  proving  iiifufS  *icnr» 
another  aft  had  been  pafled  about  a  year^  fince,  enlarging 
the  bounty  to  four  guineas,  and  at  that  time  the  bounty. /ov 
general  fevvice  was  but  five  guineas.  He  and  his.  fiiends 
had  on  that  occafion  oppofed  the  meafuVe,  on  chei^ouqd 
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tte(  it  vMMiki  antttkibic  tb«  zterttiikig  for  the  imny  tn  Ire- 
lond,  Md  n^comoaeniied  if  the  colikta  Wei:e  to^  be  raifei 
by  bounties  Itke  feiiciblctt,  to  takd  itiei«  fervicos  acrori^ 
ingb^-.  What  could  have  beea  -without  impioprietj  doite  in 
tiitit  ioftance  was  how  propofed  to  bcdone^  v/ht%\  it  woyU 
be  a  breach  t>f  faith  and  a  violation  of  the  conftitucioa  of 
the  militia.  It  bad  been  then  flated»  that  a  militia  was 
the  wtural  defence  of  a  country,  and  that  Ireland  6ugbt  u> 
haveafixce  of  that  dofcriptioo.  Tlie  Chancellor  o(f  die 
ICxchoquer  bad  adverted  too  with  exultaiioiiy  to  the  galhinr 
exploUd  of  the  Irilh  militia,  and  even  the  right  hon«  So* 
ciet^y  liad  ftated«  on  a  lare  o€c;^iion,  that  they  poftlied 
that  nonchalance  which  peculiarly  fuited  them  for  becom^ 
jflg  good  fuidiers,  and,  as  if  t4iey  would  be  inefficient  in 
Ireland,  be  propofed  to  bring  them  to  this  country  to  com* 
piett  their  education.  The  hon.  Gentleman  tlien  ftated, 
tfejit  hi»  objeAion  to  the  ineafure  aroi'e  chiefly  from  ita  not 
being  taken  up  on  neceffity*  and  in  this  view  he  differed 
with  bis  noble  friend  (Lord  Caftlercagh),  becaufe  the  ne«^ 
.oeffifty  might  conftitute  tite  policy  of  a  meafure,  he  could 
admit  the  converfe.  He  alfo  objeded  to  it,  becaufe  it 
would  phice  the  men  out  of  the  circumilances  of  fervice  for 
which  they  had  entered,  and  introduce  a  fyftem  of  deJibe- 
ration  among  them  which  would  be  fubvcrfive  of  difcipfine. 
Another  important  topic  was,  that  the  offers,  though  per*, 
hapt  fpontaneous  in  ibme  ihftances,  were  not  fo  in  ail  \ 
and  that  many  individuals  would  he  dragged  into  the  ofler* 
by  apprehenfions  from  their  comrades.  He  lamented  that 
the  only  Inflance  in  which  a  name  had  been  infertcd  in  the 
lifts  on  the  table  fhould  be  with  refpeft  to  an  officer  who 
had  refufed  to  volunteer,  and  he  contended  that  the  officer 
was  ftriftly  juftifiable  in  limiting  his  fcrvices  to  the  terms 
Qf  his  original  engagement  if  he  thought  proper.  The 
only  thing  he  had  heard  like  an  argument  was,  that  by 
bringing  over  eight  or  ten  thoufand  of  tiie  Iiifli  militia  to* 
this  country,  the  fame  number  of  the  dilpoCible  force 
Wotiid  be  fet  free  ;  but  he  contended  that  it  was  no  lefs  de 
Arable  to  aiigmcnt  the  difpofable  force  in  Ireland-  With 
what  Wcw  the  prefent  mcafure  had  been  rcfortcd  to  lie 
could  not  conceive.  He  remcmbeied  that  one  of  the 
objcaions  againll  the  union  had ^  been,  that.it  would  in- 
xroife  tHc  hiitilbcr  of  iihrentees  from  Ireland,  and  he  was 
•convinced  it  ivould^fteither  be  poliiic  nor  juft  to  bring  over 
fo  gieai'  a  proportion  of  the  magiflrates  and  genliemen  of 
Ireland;  as  C4»n)pofed  the  officers  of  fuch  a  number  of  mi-* 
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Iki^  regiments^  without  fending  an  equa]  nutnb^. of  our 
twti  ifx  return  to  that  country..  The  hon^.ipieivtleinaii  wa» 
fare  that  every  militia  oiBcer  who  was  an  enemy  to  inno*' 
tatioh  in  the  conilitution  of  that  force*  would  oppofe  s^ 
meafure  the  probable  effect  of  which  would  induce  the: 
Englilh  militia  to  maK<:  offers  in  return.  On  .all  thefe 
grounds  be  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  oppofe  the  meafure<* 
becaufe  it  was  not  founded  either  on  expediency  or  necef**. 
Ikyt  and  if  it  were  to  be  adopted  at  aiU  a  reciprocal  inter- 
ehange  of  fervices  (hould  be  eftablilhed,  (or  the  militia  of 
both  countries. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  had  liftened  to  the  bon.  Gentlemaa 
with  attention,  ^nd  with  fo  much  the  more  as,  while  tliat 
b<»n.  Gentleman  was  in  office  in  Ireland,  and  his  right  bon*. 
Friend  near  him  (Mr.  Windham)  was  one  of  his  Majefiy's 
confidential  Minifters  in  this  country,  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland  had  pafTed  an  a£t  in  the  year  1799,  for  allowing 
the  {rilh  militia  to  volunteer  their  fervices  to  this  country* 
The  danger  to  Ireland  was  then  as  great  at  lead  as  at  pre- 
lent,  becaufe  the  rebcilion  was  not  completely  put  down, 
and  the  fquadron  of  Admiral  Bruix  in  Breil  was  fuppofed 
to  be  deflined  for  an  attack  on  that  country,  for  it  was 
not  till  near  a  month  after  that  fleet  had  failed,  that  its 
courfc  had  been  afcertained.-   The  fuccefeful  operations  of 
th«  Auflrians  too  on  the  continent  engaged  ioipuch  of  t|>c 
attention  of  the  French  Government  at  that  period,  ibat 
there  could  fie  no  pretence  for  faying,  that  the  danger. of  . 
invafioh  of  Great  Britain  was  as  great  as  at. present.     As, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  rigbt  hon.  friend,  holding  ofE 
jces  under  his  Majefty,  bad  coqcuvred  in  fuch  a  roeafure 
under  fuch  circuiiiftances,  he  thought  in  confifteocy  they 
ought  not  to  oppofe  the  prefent  meafure.     Having  fo  far 
adverted  to  the  general  argument  of  the  horn  Gentleman, 
he  fliQuld  now  (hortly  {late  what  be  had  already  fuhmitted. 
to  the  Houfe  wheiv  opening  fhe  prefent  meafurc$.     The  ac« 
ceptance  of  the  voluntary  offers  of  the  Irifh  militia  was 
but  a  part  of  the^lai\  for  augmenting  the  difpofable  force^ 
in'this  country;  as  ]>y  bringing  10,000  of  that  force  over  • 
an'cqual  number  of  (he  regular  troops  would  be  fct  frcck- 
But  as  it  had  bedn'  argued  that  this  would  be  a  breach  of. 
faitfi,  and  a  vidliation  of  the  conflitution  of  the  militia,  it- 
wa^  only  neccltary  to  confider,  whether  the  aeceflity  was. 
or'i^as  not  is  gteat  now. as  in  1799.     It  would  readily  be  - 
admitted,  that  -it  was  expedient  to  atugknent,  as^  much  as- 
poflible;  tlii  fllfpofable  foice,  for  the  purpofe  of  turnings 
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ofi^nQve  operations  a^ainft  the  enemy,  if  an  opportunity 
(hould  oflfer.     His  Majefty*$  government  had  no  inteniioti. 
of  weakening  the  force  in  Ireland.     If  Parliament  (hwli 
be  of  opinion  th«  8,000  or  10,000  of  the  Iiifti  milJtU 
^onld  be  brought  over  to  this  country,  it  was  in  contcra* 
plation-  to  fend  over  an  equil  number  of  the  army  of  rcr 
ferveV  as-well  as  to  augment  in   tht?  fame  proportion    Iha 
milkia  of  that  country.     Jhe  richt.  hon,  Gcnlleman^thea 
vindicated  the  Government  with  refpeft  (o  the  order  by, 
which  the  Irifli  militia  had  b.  en  difembudicd,  by  faying  that 
the  lofs  in  men,  produced  by  it,  had  been  iniignifjcant,  as 
the  individuals  had  been  enlided  under  feveral  a£Ls,  and 
were  engaged,  fome  for  four  years,  others  during  the  war. 
When  the  fyftem  had  afterwards  been  revived,  thefirft  bill, 
wbkb  gave  but  two  guineas  bounty,  pafled  on  the  llth  of 
September    1802,  and  when  thit  bounty  was  found  infuffi- 
ci^nt,  the  fecund,  allowing  a  botmty  ot  four  guineas,  wa* 
pafled  on  the  I7th  April  1 803,  after  his  Majefty's  nteilage 
of  the  8th  of  March,  when  iht  renewal  of  the  war  wa^ 
probable,  and  a  Ihort  time  after  the  war  bounty  svas  an- 
nounced ;  fo  that  the  meafure  could  not  have  interfered  to. 
any  extent  with  the  recruiting  of  the  regtilars.    As  yo  the 
recommendations  of  (he  hon.  Gentleman,  and  of  hisfiieiid9»^ 
to  take  the  fcrvices  of  the  militia  as  fencibles.at.ibat.  pc-' 
riod,  he  (hould  only  obferve,  that  the  queftion  t}^en  was 
only  to  replace  the  Irifli  militia,  not  for  bringing  thetn  to 
England^  nor  was  the  latter  at  prefent  the  quelUoo»  but  fo 
far  as  the  voluntary  zeal  of  individuals  ihould  intluencc; 
them  to  offer  their  fenrtccs.     He  infilled  the  Iriih  militiii 
would,  wherever  employed,  in  iingland  or  Ireland,  always 
do  their  duty  againft  the  enemy.     As  lo  the  obferyations  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  refpefting  aa  over-ruling  neceifity, 
which  heftated  to  have  exifted  in  1798,  when  the  English 
snilitia  went  to  Ireland,  he  admitted  the  neceffity  in  that 
inftancc ;  but  he  contended  tlie  aA  hac)  been  continued  af- 
ter the  neceffity  bad  ceafed ;  for  itiany  regiments  had  been 
fent  over  after  the  rebellion  had  been  put  down,  and  th^ 
French  bad  gone  to  the  Mediterranean.     But  what  coul4 
the  hon.  Gentleman  fay  to  the  offers  of  the  Iri(h  militia  in 
i79!>?    The  neceflity  was  certainly  as  great  now  aa  then. 
Much  had  been  faid  of  the  danger  of  introducing  a  fy%ia 
of  deiiberalion  into  a  mititary  body,  but  he  (hqu'd  afkany 
Gentleman  converfant  in  military  affairs,  whether,  it  was 
not  ufoal  for  captains  to  allemble  their  companies  round, 
and  confult  tbei^i,  whether  they  chofe  to  have  the  ^ecef- 
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fary  ftoppagcs  from  their  pay  made  in  a  pmtticuUr  wav  ? 
He  thould  aflc  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Windham) » 
what  he  had  thought  of  the  oiTcrs  of  the  troops,  who  had 
entered  for  limitted  fetvicc,  and  had  fo  gallantly  volunteered 
in  t\\t  expedition  to  Blgypt  ?  what  he  thought  of  the  twen- 
tieth regiment }  what  of  the  flank  companies  of  the  -•brlieth, 
%?ho  had  been  fo  fpiritedly  led  on  by  Colonel  Spencer  in 
Egypt?  what  of  the  oflFers  of:  the  antient  Irilh?  He  la- 
mented as  much  as  the  hon-  Member  the  infertion  of  the 
li^me  of  tha  olTicer  to  whom  he  had  alluded  in  the  lift,  and 
agreed  that  lie  was  perfedly  juftifiable  in  legulaling  his  con- 
duct by  his  circun)ftances.  Tlie  hon.  Genttcman  had  aflced, 
with  what  view  the  prcfcnt  meafurc  was  to  be  adopted, 
whether  it  was  merely  to  accept  the  fcrviccs  of  the  Irifh 
militia,  or  to  make  the  fervice  of  the  militia  of  both  coun* 
tries  reciprocal.  His  Majefty's  idvants  had  no  idea  of  ck* 
temiing  the  fervices  of  the  Englilh  militia  to  Ireland,  and 
^nfy  two  or  three  regiments  had  offeiedj  but  if  a  neceflity 
ftoold  unfortunately  ^fe  frt)m  the  exigence  of  rcbeHion  in 
that  country,  he  fhould  have  no  hefitatton  to  add,  tiiat  he 
Aould  feel  it  his  duty  to  encourage  fucb  offers.  Only  two 
regiments  of  the  Itifh  mtiitia  had  been  employed  under  ti)c 
aA  of  1799.  He  was  forry  to  have  detained  the  Houfe  fo 
long,  but  Us  a  militia  officer,  he  coiifeflTed  he  did  not  view 
the  meafuve  with  any  apprehenfion  for  the  con(HtutiQnat 
eftabKfkment  of  that  body. 

•  J/r.  Cakr^fi  was  deiirous  to  fay  a  few  words,  and  had  felt 
titiHious  to  catch  the  Speaker's  eye  immediatelv  after  tiie 
fight  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down.  Though  be 
Agreed  with  that  rigiit  hon.  Gentleman  in  two  or  three 

{>oints«  he  could  not  admit  that  the  arguments  he  had  ufed 
]ad  reconciled  him  to  what- he  looked  upon  as  a  bieaeh  of 
i1:c  fundamental  confiitution  of  the  militia  force.  If  an 
ovef- ruling  neceflity  exiiled,  he  was  fure  there  would  be  no 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  Houfe.  But  it  had  been  faid, 
Aatthe  offers  of  the  Irifli  miliiia  wete  in  payment  of  the 
itht  of  gratitude  which  they  owed  this  country  for  ti)e  fcr- 
^tces  of  the  Kngtifh  militia :  he  contended  that  thefc  debts« 
when  paid*  would  invofve  the  £ngli(h  militia  iu  a  iimilar 
offer  in  return.  The  queftion  was  not  juiiitiabic  on  copfti- 
tuttonal  ground,  nor  on  grounds  of  policy  or  expediency. 
The  right  lion.  Gentleman  had  paflVd  over  the  contfitu- 
tmnal  conlideration  of  the  queftion  altogether.  If  he  had 
iookcd  into  the  preamble  of  the  militia  ads,  he  would  find 
it  Acre  ftatod,  that  it  was  expedient  to  keep  up  within  tlie 
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fc'iltA  a  well  ordbrA!  and  welt  dirciplitied  railitlt.  If  the 
fciVice  A^as  to  be  altered  fo  as  to  prevent  die  geDtlemc^  of 
propfertj  from  entering  itito  it,  the  militia  could  not  be  welj 
ordere^^,  aild  if  the  militia  fhouid  be  made  a  delibeiaiiv^ 

'  ))odv,  it  could  not  be  wefrdllciplincd.  This  had  taken  pjgc^ 
already  with  rclpeft  to  one  part  of  the  military  force  of  tht; 
country,  the  volunteers,  and  he  tnifted  it  would  not  bcGx-- 
tended  tb  tlVe  reft  of  it;  He  maintained  that  it  was  a  de- 
gi'adine  iJtuation  for  an  officer  to  be  placed  in,  to  aflenible 
nis  men  ab6ut  him,  aY^d  afk  them,  however  noble  his  obje6t» 

.  'whether  they  Would  be  difpofed  to  engage  in  a  particulcTr 
ferviice  With  hfm.     He  was  of  opinion,  that,  unlefs  the  fer]- 

,  vjc6  was  reciprocal,  the  feHlce  of  the  militia  of  either 
country  thould  be  kept  out  of  fight  of  the  6(her,  though  in 
an  extrfcme  cafe  it  might  not  be  fa.  If  fi  landing  of  the 
eneibv  fl^ould  unfortunately  take  place  here,  and  tliere 
!(hptitabeno  ittempt  on  that  Country,  nor  probability  of 
ii^tack,  it*  Would  in  fuch  a  cafe  be  juftifiable  tp  bring  the 
Vnilitia  ovtr.  It  was  the  opinion  of  miiiiary  men  of  expe- 
jfence,  that  militia '  regiments  would  be  more  tfFc<ftualiy 
^6mployed  in  their  own  counties  than  out  of  them,  becaufe 

*  \lidy  woold  be  more  warmly  affift^d  by  their  friends  and 
Acquaintances  in  cafe  of  a£taal  danger,  and  that  was  thb 
Veafprt  <*1iy  a  military  officer  in.  one  of  the  maritime  dif- 
trtifts,'kept  as  matiy  of  the  militia  regiments  in  their  coun- 
ties as  could  conveniently  be  done.  There  was  no  fimilarity 
VetWien  the  prcfent  period  and  1798*  Wljen  a  rebellion 
Wecf  in  Ireland,  a  French  farce  had  landed  there,  and  an 
ejdiautfed  army  in  this  country  precluded  the  means  of  rein- 
forcing the  froaps  in  that  country  in  any  other  manner  than 

,  by  accepting  the  offers  of  the  militia  reginicn;s.  TlioiJgh 
he  had  been  one  of  tho(e  who  hdd  volunteered  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  yet  finding  it  now  ufed  afif  a  precedent,  he  beliteved 
it  would  have  been  wifer  to  attach  the  individuals  who  vo- 
lunteered from  the  miltiiJt  to  old  regular,  regiments,  as  had 
been  then  recommended  by  gentlemen  who  oppofed  the 
violation  of  the  militia*  conftitution.  He  was  ready  to  allow 

•  every  credit  to  the  loyalty,  the  patrioiifm,  and  good  inten- 
.  tions  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  hilh  militia,  who  had  offered 

tfieii' fervices  in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  he  truftcd  they  would 
^attributd  Che  fame  motives  to  him,  and  thofe  who  oppofed 
tht  meafure  under  difcuflion.  The  militia  was  laifed  on 
the  landed  property  of  the  country ;  and  if  the  prefect  offers 
Ihould"  be  accepted,  the  conlcquencc  would  be^  tliat  the 
landed  gbntlemen  of  Ireland  would  be  obliged  to  provide 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3}4  THE  ?ARLUM£NTA|^Y  REGISTER.  lCo^ll<»(f, 

for  aooo  or  10,000,  after  having  raifcd  18,000,  which  Jiad 
b6eif  looked  upon  as  a  juft  proportion  for  the  country,  If 
the  oWcft  was  to  augment  the  force  of  the  country,  it  ought 
to  be  done  generally,  not  in  the  Irifh  militia  in  particular* 
There  was  no  quei^ion  of  the  loyalty  and  efficiency  of  the 
Irilh  militia,  but  he  could  not  fee  why  10,000  of  tbctti  were- 
to  be  removed,  if  to  be  replaced  by  fo  many  frona  the  army 
of  rcfcrve,  of  nearly  the  fame  flate  of  difciplinc  'fbe  aug^ 
mentation,  though  that  queflion  was  not  properly  before 
the  Houfe,  would  raife  a  competition  againft  the  fix  new 
battalions  to  be  raifed  in  Trcland.  The  hon.  Gentlemaa 
who  opened  the  debate,  had  alluded  to  the  ill  confequeiice 
of  taking  fo  many  of  the  gentlemen  of  property  from  Ire- 
land, as  would  come  over  with  their  regiments.  The  right 
hon.  .Gentleman  had  dated,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
Government  to  weaken  the  military  force  in  Ireland,  for 
that  if  10,000  were  to  be  withdrawn  from  it,  a  like  number 
was  to  be  feni  over  m  their  place.  He  would  aik  them» 
what  was  to  be  gained  but  a  breach  of  the  great  confliiu* 
tional  principle  on  which  the  militia  was  formed  ?  When 
in  1802  the  interchange  of  the  fervicc  of  the  militia  of  both  . 
countries  had  been  agitated,  the  Houfe  had  decided,  that 
they  fliould  be  confined  to  the  refpeftivc  countries.  If 
MimRers  wilh  to  ^et  rid  of  the  militia  altogether,  they 
ought  to  fay  fo,  and  not  keep  it  hanging  over  gentlemen, 
.that  if  they  fhoilld  not  Join  in  an  offer  yf  fervice  at  fom« 
filture  period,  they  Ihould  be  told  they  were  ungratefuU 
The  cDnftitutioa  or  the  mlUlia  fhould  not  be  trenched  upon 
by  a  iide  wind,  nor  in  a  collateral  manner.  As  to  th.^  oners 
or  the  [rfQi  militia  in  1799^  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  quoted  as  a  precedent,  they. were  only  a  return  for  the 
fervices  of  the  Englifii  militia ;  hut  ihi*  meafure  would  go  to 
ovciturn  the  whole  fyflem,  by  Inlying  the  En^lifli  militia 
under  an  obligation  of  making  other  offers  in  return  for  thofe 
npw  made.  If  any  ground  o\  neceflity  or  ej<pcciiency  had  been 
laid  for  the  b;ll,  he  fiiould  not  have  Qppofed  it,  but  contem- 
plating it  under  the  unfavourable  confequcnces  which  ap-? 
pearcd  to  him  likely  to  refult  from  it,  he  ftiQuId  oppofe  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr,  Alexander  was  happy  to  hear  the  qucftion  arguetl  oq  . 
confiitutional  grounds,  wilh  the  faimefs  and  candour  wit^ir 
which  the  hon.  Genilcman.  who  had  juft  fat  down  had  treated 
it,  He  was  particularly  gratified  at  his  having  taicen  it  up  in 
that  view,  bccaufc  the  mcafure  had  been  clurgcd  from  auotbrr 
<juartcr  ?s  a  conferjuence  of  the  incupacity  laf  his  Majclly'^s  C5o- 
~  '    *  vcrnment ; 
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yemment ;  and  W  muft  fay,  that  the  alteMrip.ns  of  m^jipacity  /- 
wtre  much  too  frcqatntly  employed,  as  weH  s$  that  there  wa^  . 
no  defcription  of  force  provided  tor  the  deftnice  of  the  country,  . 
aiilkf a,  t^fcrvc, 'Volunteers,  &':,  that  had  not  pccn  degraded  by- 
the  manner  fit  wiiich  they  had  been  adverted  toby  gentfemcn* - 
-  He  thoogjit  that  on  every  ground  of  public  policy,  the  ofiers  * 
of  the  Irifl]  militia  ought  to  be  accepted,  as  it  appeared  toHiia . 
that  no  opportunity  mould  l)e  omitted  for  augmenting  the  dif- 
pofable  force  in  ;his  country'.^  If  Ireland  were  the  objeA  of  the  1 
enemy,  it  could  only  be  attacked  from  Breft,  or  fome  of  tUc^ 
ports  <yf  Holland,  but  not  by  any  part  of  the  great  Boulogne .', 
flo^la.     He  contended  that,  in  a  conftitutional  point  of  vie\sr. 
nothing  could  be*  brought  into  precedent  that  (hoyid  not  be 
fandioned  by  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature,  and  that  the  L<- 
gMature  of  the  day  would  always  guard  againft  any  Injury  that 
mijght  he  apprehended  from  the  influence  of  the  precedent  not  . 
jultified  by  circumftaRccs.  As  to  the  obfervat ion  that  this  mea- 
fure  would  convert  the  militia  into  a  deliberative  body,  hccon*^ 
tditded  that  it  was  unfounded,  becaufe  as  foon  as  the  siSt  was  . 
over  the  deliberation  ceafed,  and  an  individual  a£t  confti* 
tdted  no  fyftem.    If  the  tiine  fliould"  arrive  that  Ireland 
Ifiould  be  attacked,  he  was  convinced  that  there  was  not  a 
nfian  in  England  who  would  not  willingly  (hed  his  blood  in 
its  defence.    The  hon.  Gentleman  then  adverted  to  the 
number  of  (hipping  and  convenience  of  pons  in  England  for 
cdftvcying  a  difpolable  force  to  any  foreign  deftinaiion,  and 
concluded  with  giving  his  fupport  to  the  motion  for  the 
Speakers  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr,  Banhs  could  not  but  coofider  the  prefent  mcafure  as 
one  of  the.inolt  important  fubjedls  that  could  arreft  the  at*- 
tcnti^n  of  the  Legiflature.  It  was  adireft  infringemeot  of 
the  milUia  fyftem,  and  was  reforled  to  without  any  neceflity 
to  jiiflify  it^  If  we  ceafed  to  adhere  to  the  principles  upon 
which  that  fyftem  v^ias  founded,  we  might  be  found  to  aft 
wrthbut  the  guidance  of  any  principle  at  all ;  and  we  might 
forrn  be  hurried  into  a  ftream  which  we  fhould  be  unable  to 
refift,  and  by  which  we  might  be  carried  to  incalculable  ex- 
treniities.  It  was  only  the  extremely  perilous  and  ^unna-  * 
tttral  (late  in  which  Ireland  was  placed  in  1798,  that  could 
by  any  means  have  permitted  us  to  overlook  thofc  principles 
Whicli  before  had  uniformly  been  held  facred.  What  is  the 
objeft  of  The  profeni  hill  ?  It  goes  to  take  away  from  Ire- 
laiicfi  the  nioft  vulnerable  part  of  the  empire,  i0,000  men  of' 
its  beft  dlfciplined  force,  and  of  that  fpecics  of  force  which' 
li  s   leaft  able  to  fpare.     So  far  the  plan  tiiuft  be  |icknow»> ' 
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ledgcd  to  be  novel  and  furprinng.     Both  countries  may  be 
in  real  danger  ;  but  it  is  untverfally  acknowledged  that  Ire^. 
land  is  in  l^n  ticnes  niore  danger  than  Great  Britain.     W^ 
that  hot  the  cafe,  \vhy{hould  we  be  To  lavifli  of  our  pane- 
gyric Qn  the  patience,  the  perfeverance,  and  the  intrepidity! 
of  our  blockading  forc6  under  Admiral  Cornwallist  unleff 
we  were  fure  that  to  bis  vigilance  in  preventing  the  failing. 
of  the  Breft  fleet,  the  fafety  of  Ireland  is  chiefly  to  be  af-- 
cribed  ?     But  we  are  told,  that  if  this  force  be  taken  away 
from  Ireland,  it  is  to  be  fupplied  by  another ;  and  by  what 
other }  By  a  portion  of  the  army  of  referve.    Can  that  be 
regarded  as  an  efFe£lual  fupply  ?    Surely  not ;  for  the  one 
you  take  muft  be  confeiled  to  be  of  fuperior  difciplinc.     In- 
deed, the  whole  of  the  buiinefs  feems  fy  unaccountable  to 
common  reafon,  that  Minifters  muft  be  fuppofed  to  hsive 
feme  private  motives  for  their  condud,  which  they  are  un- 
willing to  difciofe.     They  furely  would  not  openly  violate 
the  militia  laws,  were  it  not  that  they  intended  to  introduce 
fur  all  limes  and  occailons  a  reciprocation  of  the  fervices  of 
the  militia  of  both  countries,     l^bis  mutual  interchange  of 
fervices  could  not,  however,  be  placed  on  the  fame  ground. 
The  militia  of  Ireland  was  raifed  on  a  different  footing 
from  that  of  England.  The  latter  was  raifed  by  ballot ;  the 
former  by  bounties,  and,  confequently,  might  be  more  ma- 
nageable.    As  to  the  voluntary  offers  faid  to  be  made  here 
and  in  Ireland,  they  dcferved  any  thing  but  the  name  of 
voluntary.     On  the  part  of  the  officers,  the  offer  might 
arife  at  the  mornent  from  a  fenfe  of  duty,  or  a  point  of 
honour ;  but  it  fhould  never  be  afciibed  to  fpontaneous 
and  unprompted  alacrity.     The  dire£t  contrary  was  well 
known  to  be  the  hO,.    Indeed,  whether  the  offer  came  from 
the  officers  or  the  men,  it  was  equally  abominable.     On  the 
part  of  the  officers  it  might  be  fuggeded  by  ambitious  views, 
or  a  wi(h  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  pe^fons  in  power.     If 
it .  came  from  the  men,,  the  danger  attending  it  would  be 
ten- fold  greaier,  and  wopid   involve  all  the  inconvenienties 
and  cnninfion  that  muft  arife  from  military  men  ereding 
themfelves  into  deliberative  bodies.    Over  fuch  men,  fired  by 
the  z^9i  apd  fpirit   with  which    declaimers  amongft  them 
pight  then  be  naturally  aSuatcd,  what  authority  could  ofE- 
ceifi  retain  and  exercife  ?  The  fervices  of  the  Englifh  miliii^ 
pray  foon  be  called  for  under  the  fame  pretence  of  a  volun- 
tary offer  i    nor  will  it  fticjc  there ;  the   fame   mode  may 
Reapplied  to  the  volunteers.     The  o^uberant  zeal  of  fome 
of  t^  f:pjps  may  fuggeft  the  oSer^  and  advanfagc  mi^ht  foan 
'      ■  "  b<: 
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be  tak^en  of  fuch  an  example.  If  Ao  difcrUnin^tion  wa$  to  be 
made  in  thefe  offers  of  voluntary/crvice»  where  could  they 
be  fuppofed  to  flop  i  The  fatal  tendency  of  fucb  a^  ex- 
ample, he  truftcd  the  wifdom  and  caution  of  the  Houfc  would 
feafimably  provide  ag^ind^and  npt  perpoit  them  to  be  foeaiily 
-worked  upon  as  they  were  in  the  year  1798.  They  0iould.re<» 
colle^»  that  permitting  innovations  of  this  nature,  oauft  render, 
a  fervice  eafy  and  acceptable  in  its  origin^  grievous  and  op* 
preffive  by  an  rbufe  or  infringement  of  its  principles/ and 
that  the  operations  of  it  muft  prove  of  fuch  perfonai  incon«. 
venicnce  and  national  detriment^  that  it  is  enoi^gh  to  difTolve 
and  ditbrganize  the  whole  militia  fervice.  There  were  other 
and  more  efFedual  modes  of  raidng  the  force  required  :  they* 
iDight  indeed  require  fomething  of  more  expeiKe  ;  but  un«^ 
der  the  prefent  circumflances  of  the  country,  a  trifling  addi- 
tion of  expence  fhould  not  be  attended  to.  We  (hould  no 
tloubt  be  grateful  for  the  gallant  offer  which  the  zeal  of 
ibe  Irifb  militia  has  prompted  them  to  make  ;  but  the  pru- 
dence of  Parliament  (hould  difbite  fomething  more  10  be  re* 
lied  upon  than  fuch  temporary  and  occafional  expedients. 

Colonel  Hutchinfon  ftated  the  grounds  on  which  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  fupport  the  bill.  He  (hould  fupport  it  as  a  mea* 
fure  v^ich  could  not  fail  to  have  the  happieft  effeds  on  tha 
fituation  of  Ireland.  He  wiflicd,  however,  to  (late  di(tin£b- 
ly  to  the  Hnufe,  the  grounds  on  which  this  opinion  Was 
founded.  It  was  from  an  idea  that  th6.intere(i8of  all  ranks 
of  the  community  in  Ireland  would  be  benefited  by  the  mea-' 
fure,  that  he  was  determined  to  vote  for  it  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion.  7'he  roanufa£lurers  and  agricuiinral  peafants  of 
Ireland  would,  by  coming  into  this  Country,  have  an  op> 
portuniiy  of  contemplating  the  happinefs  which  prevailed 
among  the  lower  orders,  and  would  be  prompted  to  emulate 
and  to  cultivate  thofe  habits  from  which  this  happinefs  and 
comfort  proceeded.  They  would  have  art  opportunity.of  ob« 
ferving  in  how  many  refpeds  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of 
the  united  empire  ;  excelled  thofe  of  a  fimilar  defcription  in 
Ireland  ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  denied  that  the  circumftances 
of  fupcrioriiy  were  various,  and  from  (nth  a  review  they 
-would  fee  the  propriety  of  adling  on  the  principles  by  which 
this  fuperiority  was  procured.  They  would  learn  to  appre- 
iciate  the  value  of  huibanding  their  time,  and  would  fee  the. 
advantage  of  purfuing  that  fyllem  of  habitua}  jnduftry  which* . 
in  this  CQUDlrv,  was  the  di(li)igui(hing  feature  of  the  loweft^ 
in  common  v;ith  i}ic  highcft  ranks  in  focicty,  T^e  advan- 
tages 
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tages  ariling  f rom  the  union  of  public  (entimenri  would  not* 
fail  to^xcile  iheir  attention^  andf/om  the  oomparifon  which 
mud  arife  in  their  cnindsi  it  was  natural  to  anticipale  the ' 
mod  important  altei-aucMi  of  public  opinion  on  their  return  to 
their  native  land.     Rcfpe<ti  for  the  people  of  this  country' 
^ould  neceflarily  be  cteate<fy.  and  a  degree  of  alFedian  would ' 
be  contra£)ed  which^  under  the  prefem  errcumftances  of  the 
ct^pt{e,  could  not  poifibiy  eKift.     It  would  be  feen  thaf  they 
came  into  a  country  where  they  were  received  as  fellow  citi- 
zens, as  (haiersof  the  fame  conflitntional  privileges  and  po- 
li|itcal  rights.     The  confcquenee  of  (uch  an  interchange  of- 
opinions  was  obvious^     it  was,  more  than  any  other  circum* 
ftancby    calculated  to   di;itroy  thofe  feelings    of  pfejudicet 
which  it  was  fo  material  to  eradicate.     They  wouM  onlearR- 
n>udh  of  that  mifconception  which,  from  a  variety  of  circtim-  • 
iVance6,  now  prevailed.     But  above  all,   the  bene6cial  clTeA^ 
of  the  meafure  would  operate  in  (hewing  the  people  of  Ire-  ' 
land,  that  there  was  a  great  diftinfiion  to  be  'made  betwixt 
the  feelings  of  this  country  at  large,  and  the  opinions  and 
fyflem,  not  of  this  Miniftry  alone,  but  of  any  cabinet  that 
had '  hitherto  been  formed.     It  would  convince  them  that 
whatever  the  perverfity  and  wickednefs  of  any  cabinet  might 
be  with  regatd  to  Ireland,  this  policy  was  not  countenanced 
or  fupported  by  public  opinion.     Minifters  might  aO  on  nar- ' 
row,  illiberal  principles,  but  the  fentimentc  of  an  En^iOl 
public  would  be  found  to  be  candid,  liberal,  and  ^neroiis« 
'i  he  militia  of  Ireland,  who  now  volunteered  their  (ervictft  to 
thiscountry,  wduld  leaveit  with  the  impreflion  that  the  people 
-were  not  partakers  in  the  perfecuting  policy  of  any  AdmitiK^ 
tratitin«  but  were  infpired  with  every  wifb  of  extending  to  all 
parts  of  the  empire  the  bleilings  of  an  equitable  fyftem  of  g0* 
vernment.     But  this  was  not  the  only  view  which  heeoter-^ 
tatned  of  the  beneficial  confcquences  of  the  meafure.     Tho- 
gentlemen  who  were  to.  command    the  militia   regiment 
which  were  to  volunteer  their  fervices  to  this  country,  would 
likewife  learn  many  important  lelTons  by  this  extenfion*  of 
their  fervices.      The  Houfe  would  keep  in  view  that  they 
were  principally  land-owners,  who  necelFarily  maintained  a^: 
xnoft  Important  and  interefting  relation  with  the  lower  order* 
in  Ireland.     He  entertained  a  Ivope  that  they  would  fet\  it- 
iheirduty  to  compare  the  fituation  of  the  tenantty  of  Eng^* 
land  with  that  of  the  tenantry  of  Ireland,  to  view  their  reU* 
tiv6  degrees  of  comfort  arid  happioefs,  and  on  their  Tettufi  to- 
Irclan4  cmproy  thcmfclves  in  introdueing  the  improvements 
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wbkh  fuch  a  review  would  naturally  Tugged.     Suchaje- 
viQW  mud  indeed  moil  powerfully  imprers  on  the  mind  of 
evexy  land  owo^i  that  his  real  intereft  confided  not  in  the 
number  of  pouodd..which  he  was  toabled  to  put  in  his  pockets 
but  in    the  ge.oerai  diffufion  of  that  donKdic  enjoyment 
wMgh  rendered. the  lower  Orders  tbe  bed  tenants^  as  well  as 
the.  mod  valuable  members  of  fociety.     Thefe  were  the  ge- 
seval  principles  and  views^by  which  he  felt  himfelf  called  p.n 
tOjgivc  his.  fupport  to  the  bill.     But  while  he  was  refolved^ 
to  gfVt^t  q^eafure  bis  fupporty  lie  begged  leave  to  add|  tfapt 
he  could jiQt^vc;  that  fuppoit  pnconne6ted  with  certain  qo^ 
diii^os.    He  would  be  forry  indeed  to  think  that  an  ofFbr  fo 
libp^.a$  that  of  tbe  Irlfli  militia,  Ihould  be  received  without 
fouD^  correfpynding  jretuf n  of  lib«rality,  and  even  judice,  on 
the  part  of  tbris  couiitry. .   The  p;»£ent  was  a  moment  of  the 
g  <#ted  intered  for  the  fecurity  of  both  countries,  and  when 
it  was  .coniidered  how  great  was  the  armed  force  of  tl^ts 
country,-  Ireland  was  not  to  be  c{eprived  of  a  large  proportioR 
of  well  dirc)pline<{  troop^u  without  receiving  an  equivalent 
fortius  diminution  of  the  exiding  means  of  defence.     This  ^ 
W4|a  not,  however,  the  only  poix^t  of  viev^r  in  vyhicti  t^e  efTefls 
of  .tb^  meafure  thoulJ  be  contemplated.     It  was  not  merely 
tbe.4imed  fofcc  of  the  privates  in  the  miliiia  regiments  vo- 
lua^ceripg .  their  fervices  to  this  county y^  (hat  Ireland  would 
lofe.  by  jhe  meafure.     As  he  had 'already  remarked,  the  great 
majprity^of  tb«  officers  were  land  owners,  whol]e  prcfence  at 
all  times  of. high  importance,   was  more  efpecially  requi- 
lite;M  ft.time  .of  unparalleled  difficulty  and  danger.      One 
great  fource  of^the  prefent. unfortunate  date  of  Ireland  was, 
that  ibere  wasroot  a  fuiEcient  numbcrof  thecoantry  genilemea 
reCdent  in  the  country.     Of  this  dcfcripiion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ireland,  the  lervices  were  of  the  highed  moment  to 
the  iiitereds  and  the  happinefs  of  the  Jower  and  induftriops 
orders.     It  was  thetr  peculiar  buflnefs  to  be.the  fupportcrs  of 
the  poor  under  circumdances  of  didrefs,  to  be  their  advifers 
in  circumdances  of  difHculty,  to  be  their  pa;rpns  and  protec- 
tors againd   fchemes  of  oppieflion.     One    great  obje£lion 
ag^ind  the  union  was,   that  the  refidence  of  the  land  ownef.s  * 
would  be  difcouraged.     Whatever  advantages  might  arib 
from  the  union,  in' relation  to  the  general  inrereds  of  the  em^  ^ 
ptre,  this  was  an  evil  which  had  materially  increafed.     In 
agrceiog'to  the  prefent  bill,  therefore,  he  could  not  difchargt;  * 
bUduty  wtthout^requiring  that  before  Ireland  diould  be  de-' 
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pnvvd  of  the  refiderxoof  fogreat  a  part  of  the  landed  in te reft, 
focide  adcqiiare  return- (hould  be  aiForded.  -  It' would  be  ^Con- 
trary to  every  fentitncnt  of  juRict,  a»  wt*ll  as  eVef^  fueling  of 
hnmanity,  to  increufe  in  ireland  an  evH  alroaifyfo  crying und 
focfldrtn'otjs,' without  faRirf^  prccatitfbns W  pitevem  ftslur* 
ther  progrefs,  Tb  far  as  it  coiiVd  be  effeQedby'lbe  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  The  retnrn  then  which  he  iffced  war;  Aat 
a  certain  proportion  af  the  thilitia  corps  of  this  troantty  (hould 
be*fcht  to  Ireland  in  ihe  room  of  thofe  regiments  of  frifli 
triiliiia  which  had  agreed  to  extend  their  fervicesto  this  coun- 
try. He  Wis  not  inclined  tb  dtny,  that  iri  alkingihis  ex- 
change," he  afked  for  a  return  which,  by  raatiy  Members, 
wottid  be confidcred asofihe  higheft  Valae.  !t  was  certahily 
afklrtg  a  good  cleal  of  the  oTBcers  and  privates  of  militia  corps 
in  this  country,  to'give  up  all  the  conlforts  they  enjoyed 
here  for  \ht  purpofe  of  i^olunieerfng  their  fervlces  to  Ireland. 
In  this  cafe,  however,  it  was  to  be  confidered,  that  the  incon- 
venience was  only  one  of  a  temporary  duration ;  wherett  th6 
union  of  the  two  cotmtri^s  had  placed  the  genHemenfof  Ire- 
land under  inconvcniencies  which  were  permanent  in  their 
duration.  He  would  put  it  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfet 
whether  Irifli  gentlemen  were  not  labouring  under  a  fcry 
confiderable  inconvenience,  in  conreqncnce  of  thcif  atten- 
dance in  Parliament  in  this  country  ?  This  inconvenience^ 
hdwevpr,  they  cheerfully  fubmitted  to,  from  an  enlarged 
confideratlon  of  the  advantages  accruing  to  the  whole  of  t 
great  empire.  When  he  propofcd  the  rtftum  wliich  h6  bad 
alluded  to,  he  did  not  think,  therefore,  that  he  afked  what  was 
unfair,  unreafonable  or  oppreffivc.  The  b>ft  claim  on  thd 
militia  of  this  country  to  volunteer  the!r  fervices  to  Ireland 
was,  that  by  this  extenfion  of  fervice  they  materially  contri- 
buted to  the  defence  and  fecurity  of  the  kingdom  in  one  part 
where  it  was  moft  peculiarly  vulnerable.  In  the  cafe  of  ihc 
attendance  of  [rifli  gentlemen,  an  inconvenience  nevtfr  to  be 
removed  was  fubmitted  to.  In  the  prefent  in(!ance  all  that 
was  called  for  on  the  part  of  Ireland  wasTubmiflion  trt  an 
Inconvenience  of  a  temporary  nature,  at  a  dfifife  when  all  that 
was  dearcft  to  both  countries  was  at  ftake.  But  a  good  deal 
had  been  infifted  on  as  to  tlie  violation  of  th6  principles  of 
the  militia  eftabliffiment.  He  c'6uld  n6t  help  thinking  that, 
if  Gentlemen  who  urged  this  pbje6tioQ  had' taken  the 
trouble  to  allude  a  little  to  ihe  rccordk  and  ofages  of'  Ptolia- 
^ipcpt,.  they  would  not  have  lald.fo  math  ftrcls  as  they  ap- 
"   "V      *^  .,      *  '       »  peared 
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petred  to  do  on  tbe  argumcDt.  Geatlemen  would  do  well  to 
recolleftthat  a  (landing  army,  fuch  as  it  now  exilic^,  was  re- 
pognant  to  the  original  principles  of  the  con(litutioD»  but  a 
diflference  of  circum (lances  had  in  the  lapfe  of  years  produced 
.  the  prcfent  extended  eftabiKhment.  In  judging  of  the  expe- 
diency of  the  meafure  before  the  Houfe,  bethought  it  but 
fair,  therefore,  to  look  back  to  former  precedents,  and  not  to 
(land  foclofcly  by  the  ftfift  letter  of  the  militia  (yftetn*  Pre- 
cedents of  the  fame  defcription  certainly  didexift,  and  it  was 
an  unfair  mode  of  reafoning  to  hold  up  one  principle  one  day 
and  todifclaim  it  on  another  occafion,  when,  pei^haps^  it  was 
found  convenient,  to  hold  another  fpecies  of  argument.  On 
the  general  principle,  then,  he  did  not  think  that  the  meafure 
was  liable  to  the  objedion^  which  had  been  urged  againft  it 
in  thecourfcof  this  difcuflion.  ^  There  were,  however,  fove- 
r>l  points  on  which  he  wiQied  to  make  a  few  obfervations. 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other  fide  (Mr.  Yorke) 
meant  that  the  only  return  to  be  made  for  the  cnilitia,  regi- 
ments volunteering  to  this  country  (hould  conlidofanew 
body  of  militia  to  be  raifed  in  Ireland,  he  (hould  moft  (Irongly 
objeft  to  fuch  an  arrangement  as  highly  objediotiable.  If 
it  was  meant  that  the  deficiency  (hould  be  made  up  by  oreigti 
corps,  his  obje£lion  fo  far  from  -being  weakened  would  be 
materially  ftrengthened.  He  had  no  difBcuIty  in  declaring, 
chat  he  had  the  llrongeft  objefHon  to  the  introdu3:ion  of  fo- 
feign  corps  into  any  part  of  the  empire,  but  he  more  parti- 
cularly objected  to  their  introduAion  into  Ireland  in  the  pre- 
^  fent  circumftancesof  that  country.  To  fuppofe  that  the  peo- 
ple of  England  wanted  foreign  corps  to  defend  them  againft 
the  attempts  of  France,  would  be  difgraceful  Co  the  national 
character..  What  would  the  pofterity  of  the  prefent  age  think 
of  the  inhabitants  of  England  being  fo  luxurious  or  fo  cor- 
rupted as  to  truft  tbe  defence  of  all  that^is  deareft  to  men 
to  be  upheld  by  no  confiderations  but  the  mere  low  con(ide- 
jration  of  pecuniary  reward  ?  As  to  Ireland,  more  particu- 
larly, he  begged  leave  to  enter  his  moft  folemn  proteft  againlt 
fuch  a  meafure  as  the  introdudlion  of^any  foreign  corps. 
On  vs^rious  occaflons  Minifiershad  dated,  and  they  had  ftated 
truly,  that  there  was  a  very  vifible  change  in  the  fcntioocnts 
.  ai)d  feelings  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  as  far  as  related  to  the* 
.  ^nyafion  ofa  French  force.  Fohunately  a  moft  important 
^'cliange  on  this  head  had  taken  place,  and  at  this  moment  be 
.  believed  that  no  port  of  the  population  of  Ireland  entertained 
'^  *  Vol.  IL  1803.4,  3F.  any 
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any  confidence  in  the  faFTe  and  delnflve  proipifes  of  the  dcC- 
pot  of  France,  M/ho  was  now  threatening  a  defccnt  on  our 
Ihorc^.  There  was  no  wHh  for  a(Ti fiance  from  a  power  which 
vas  regarded  wuh  Dntvcrraldctcftation  and  abhorrence.  Bat 
though  it  was  true  that  (he  people  of  Ireland  had  no  with  for 
French  afiiflance,  it  diditot  by  any  means  follow  that  they 
were  fatisfied  with  the  condud  of  Mitiifters.  Such  an  a6er- 
tion  had  nbt  indeed  been  made  by  Minifters,  and  it  was  right 
that  it  had  not  been  made,  for  it  was  an  aflertion  contrary  tofaft* 
The  hon.  Member  referred  to  the  letters  written  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  that  country.  He  charaQerifed  this  preduc* 
tion  as  one  calculated,  not  to  inftruf^,  but  mifreprefenr ; 
not  to  conciliate,  but  to  irritate.  It  was  a  produ<5tioQ  fitted 
to  infult  and  degrade  the  religious  opinions  of  a  great  majo* 
rity  of  the  Iri(b  people.  It  was  evideptty  intended  to  di^te 
in  matters  connefted  only  with  the  Divine  Being  and  the  in- 
dividuals concerned.  It  was  an  indecent,  an  linjuftifiabfe 
libel  on  the  charader  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  He  dated 
his  decided  diflent  from  an  idea  being  entertained  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  at  all  fatisfied  with  (he  mcaftires  pur- 
fued  by  Miniders  fince  their  acceffion  to  power,  fo  far  as  the 
affairs  of  that  part  of  the  empire  were  concerned.  The  hon. 
Member  was  then  proceeding  to  enter  upon  a  detail  of  the 
conduft  of  Miniftcfs  in  regard  to  Ireland,  whence  was  called 
to  order  hv 

Colond  Fertker,  who  faid,  the  prcfcnt  ftage  of  the  bill 
was  not  the  proper  one  for  fuch  a  difcaflion.  llie  Colonel 
not'  being  lupportcd,  however,  by  the  opinion  of  the 
Speaker, 

Cslonel  Hutchinfon  was  allowed  to  proceed.  He  faid,  he 
waf  jaft  about  to  conclude  his  obfervation  when  the  hon. 
Member  had  thought  proper  to  interrupt  him.  He  did  not 
wifh  to  add  to  the  irritation  of  his  countrymen,  by  making 
any  allufion  which  could  have  that  effed,  but  he  conceived 
that,  even  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  bill,  he  had  a  right  to . 
explain  his  fentiments  fully,  and  to  demonflrate  on  what 
grounds  he  wa$  led  to  fupport  a  bill  which  went  toaccept  the 
oiFer  .of  10,000  of  his  countrymen  to  ferve  in  Great  Britain. 
He  had  no  idea  of  fmuggling  fuch  a  bill  through  the  Houfe 
at  ^i^moment  when  we  ought  not  to  flirink  from  our  duty. 

A/r.  Burroughs  thought  that  a  great  part  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  fpeech  had  nothing  to  do  with  thequeftion 
before  the  Houfe.    He  applied  iiri«  oblervation  particularly 
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to  the  employment  of  foreign  corps,  ^nd  tbe  remarks  made 
on  the  letters  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Irelaod.  He  con* 
tended^  that  tttmy  pf  the  general  objeStons  againft  the  bill 
ivouid  {)e  very  powerful  under  the  ordinary  circuinftances  of 
the  country.  It  was  to  be  recollefted,  however,  that  »he 
pr.fent  wzs  not  a  period  of  ordinary  d«iger,  but  a  crifis  of 
UQf.xampled  intereit..  It  \vas  on  this  principle  that  he  judg« 
edof  the  bill,  and  on  this  ground  it  had  his  fupport.  It  did 
not  appear  to  him  fair  td  argue  againft  the  bill  on  the  ground 
that  the  Irifh  militia  who  volunteered  tlieir  fervicesto  thrg 
country,  were  to  be  innnediately  removed  from  Ireland.  If 
he  had  conceived  that  the  biH  ncceifarily  implied  this,  he* 
could  not  but  have  viewed  it  tn  a  very  different  light.  As  it 
ftruck  his  mind,  h0wever9.aU  that  was  meant  by  the  meafuro 
waS|  to  enable  Parliament  to  fan£lion  dny  preparatory  mea<i. 
itires  which  particular  circumftances  might  render  deiirable 
at  a  moment  of  peculiar  emergency.  Such  an  emergencjr 
might  occur  at  no  remote  period,  and  it  would  be  very  extra* 
ordinary  policy,  never  to  think  of  precautions  till  the  day 
ofadual  danger  approached.  .On  thefe  grounds  he  ftipportw 
cd  ihe  bill.  ^ 

Mr.  Canning  had  not  intended  to  deliver  his  fcntknents, 
but  to  content  himfelf  with  a  fifent  vote,  but  the  view  of  the 
fubje£b  taken  by  his  hon.  Friend  who  fpokelaft,  induced  him 
to  trouble  the  Hoirfe  with  a  few  obfervations.  In  judging'  ot 
fhe  bilL  there  were  three  points  to  be  taken  i^nto  confidera- 
fion.  It  was  to  he  confidered,  how  far  the  raeaAire  was  at 
all  neceflary?  how  far  Ireland  poileJed  the  means  of  fupplying 
the  force  propofed-to  be  fent  into  this  country  ?  and  in  what 
manner  the  deficiency  created  by  this  fupply  was  to  be  re- 
paircrd  ?  On  the  iirft  of  thefe  points  he  wilbed  to  poftpone 
his  obfervations  till  he  had  alluded  to  the  means  poflefled  by 
Ireland,  of  furnKhing  the  fupply  of  troops  io.be  raifed  by  the 
bill.  On  this  point. he  contended  that  an  hon.  Gentleman 
on  the  other  fide  (Colonel  Hutchinfon)  had,  fo  far  from  be« 
ing  out  of  order,  argtied  in  a  manner  the  mofl  ftriSly  lo^cal. 
When  fpeaking  of  the  means  of  Ireland  to  fupply  the  force 
vranted,  nothing  was  more  natural  than  co  allude  to  the  polU 
tical  circumdanpes  and  fituation  of  Ireland.  When  diicuf-  ' 
iing  this  fubje£l,  Gentlemen  ought  to  keep  in  view,  that  ^ 
Irels^id  at  this  moment  labouved  under  martial  law,  that  the 
habeas  corpus  a£l  was  fufpend^d,  that  a  rebeliion  had  burft 
Ibrth^  a<id  (hat  fome  new  inftirredion  might  ereiohg  make 
iisapjpearance.    How  far  Ireland  poireilcd  ihe  means  of  giv- 
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jug  the  fupply  of  troops  wanted,  was  therefore  a  tnsiOer  of 
ferious  inquiry.  How  far  the  meafure  was  expedient  ^as  * 
an  enquiry  not  lefs  interefting.  The  princi|)}e  of  the  bill,  as 
defcribed  by  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  below  (Mr.  Yorke), 
was  to  procure,  by  the  fpeedleil  means,  an  atigmentation  of  our 
dirppfable  force.  That  fuch  an  augmentation  was  definible 
all  parties  allowed,  and  the  only  qcreilion  was,  how  it  was  to 
be^ioR  fpecdily  effedled.  The^Houfc  had  been  told  by  Mi- 
siOers,  that,  even  with  an  eftablifhment  of  feventy  thoufand 
Englifli  militia,  and  three  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  volun- 
teers, our  whole  regular  force  was  locked  up  from  offenfive 
Operations.  How,  then,  was  this  inconveniency  to  be  re- 
moved ?  Why  the  fa£l  was,  according  to  the  reafonins  of 
Mini(icrs,  that  what  this  immenfe  force  could  not  accompTi(h| 
-was  to  be  efTeSed  by  an  addition  of  fix  thoufand  lri(h  militia. 
True  it  was,  that  we  had  previoufly  feventy  thoufand  mititiaf 
^nd  three  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  volunteers  ;  but  this 
was  quite  unavailing.  But  only  allow  us  Gx  thoufand  Irifli 
militia  and  the  fcale  will  be  immediately  turned  ;  our  whole 
Tegular  force  would  be  at  liberty, and  we  (bould  have  as'tDany 
xnen  as  we  required  to  be  difpatched  on  any  diftant  expedi- 
tions. Such  was  the  only  intelligible  view  of  the  reafonins^ 
of  MiniHers  ;  and  what  could  be  more  ridiculous  or  abfurd  I 
But  he  wiflicd  to  put  the  matter  in  a  point  of  view,  if  poffi- 
ble»  flill  more  flriking.  Minifters  infifted  much  on  th6 
necelTity  of  a  difpofable  force.  But  how  was  it  that  this 
force  was  to  be  procured  ?  The  fa6l  was*  that  Minifters  in« 
troduced  into  this  country  a  proportion  of  the  force  of  Ire- 
land, ralfed  for  limited  fervice ;  and  how  did  they  propofe  to 
(upply  the  place  of  this  force  ?  They  propofed  to  do  this  bjr 
xaifing  a  new  proportion  of  force  for  limited  fervic^  in  the 
fan^e  country.  The  confequence  was  obvious.  The  dif- 
pofable force  of  the  empire  was  not  augmented,  while  Mini- 
Iters,  by  augmenting  the  force  for  limited  fervice,  cut  off  the 
fupplies  of  the  regular  army.  Minifters  had  nothing  con- 
fifteni  or  uniform  in  their  views.  They  knew  not  what  they 
propofed,  and  they  took  no  effedual  means  of  carrying  any 
.pf  their  plans  into  effeft.  They  were  fubjedl  to  eternal 
variations  of  opinion.    They  never  advanced  boldly  to  any 

oJyea-^  * 

"  They  lightly  waddled  to  the  end  in  view." 

Tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  concluded  by  declaring  hisin- 
^ntipn  to  vote  againd  the  biU,  as  quite  inadequate  to  ai»y 
great  object. 
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CtUnil  Bafiard  dlGa^pproved  of  the  me^fiirey  as  it  would 
lepd- to  injure,  and  perhaps  finally  tod^Oroy  that  old  and 
<;j()n(luuuoDal  part  of  our  oiilitary  force,  the  piilliia.  It  had 
beep  the  faibion  of  late  to  run  down  the  militUy  but  he 
fliould  always  contSder  tbctn  as  the  beft  fafeguards  of  the 
conQitutioD  \  arid  therefore  he  (hould  refid  every  attempt  to 
cprnrert  them  inU>regulars«'  One  of  his  principal  objcdtons  ^ 
to  this  meafure  was,  that  it  would  convert  the  different  regi* 
mants  into  deliberative  bodies,  which  would  neceflarily  be  the 
detlrudion  of  all  difcipline.  It  had  been  faid  that  this  was 
a  voluntary  offer  on  the  part  of  the  Irifli  militia  ;  he  had  no 
doubt  of  the  loyalty  and  fpirit  of  that  body  of  men»  but  ho 
knew  from,  what  pafTed  in  England  fome  years  ago,  what 
thefe  voluntary  offers  .meant.  He  belieyed  that  many  of 
thofe  who  went  to  Ireland  in  1798  went  merely  upon  a  prin* 
ciple  of  honour,  and  not  from  their  free  coofent,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  fome  of  the  regiments  volunteered  merely  to  fpite 
iheir  of&cers.  Upon  the  whole,  he  confidercd  this  meafure 
^s  not  only  ufelefs,  but  dangerous. 

Mr,  Pyiches  could  not  fee  any  one  beiiefit  that  could  rcfulc 
fron^  the  meafure  ^  it  would  not  even  have  the  cffc<St  of  pro- 
inoting  intermarriages,  becaufe  the  ftjong  attachment  of 
iriiiimen  to  celibacy,  and  thechaftity  of  Englifh  wooden, 
MTOuid  prevent  any  thing  of  that  kind  taking  place.  Wheii 
ahe  volunteer  bill  pafled  the  Houfe,  Mioifters  reprefented 
Sheir  military  fabric  as  complete,  but  now  they  found  that  it 
was  out  of  repair,  and  that  it  wanted  an  Hibernian  pier  to 
fiipport  it.  He  difapproved  of  this  meafure,  becaufe  it 
^ould  render  them  an  aaaphibious  race,  for  if  this  plan  of 
interchanging  the  nQilitia  was  adopted,  fome  of  them  would 
9iways  be  upon  the  fea. 

SirR,  Hill  fnid,  that  it  was  a  fubjeG  upon  which  military 
Oien  were  the  mol^  competent  to  decide ;  and  he  begged  leave 
10  read,  as  part  pf  his  fp^ech,  a  letter  he  had  received  from  a 
nephew  of  his,  whpbad.fee^  confiderahle  fervice  at  Toulon,  in 
£gyp.t,  and  in  Ireland ;  and  who,  though  a  young  man,  had 
attained  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General  Sir  Richard  then 
read  part  of  the  letter,  which  expreifed  a  llrong  opinion  of 
the  advantages  that  would  refult  from  an  iiiterchange  of 
the  militia  ;  and  fpoke  in  high  terms  of  the  Iriih  militia.     ' 

Colonel  yntkcr  corifldered   Ireland   as   the    moO  vulne- 
fable  part  of  the  Briiiib  empire  at  the  prefentmoment,  and  - 
therefyte   he  did  BOt  underftand  the  p(»licy  of  a  mciafure 
l%bic{i  took  awa^  fuch  a  number  of  troops  that  were  at  pre- 
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fentfo  well  calculated  for  its  defence,  without  making  an 
aidequate  piovifion  for  the  deficiency  which  this  fneafure 
would  occaHon.  He  did  not  think  the  ftipply  could  be  ade- 
quately made  out  o(  the  army  of  refervei  for  the  IriA  nrrilitia 
were  as  good,  or  very  nearly  fo,  as  any  of  his  Majefly*s  re- 
gular Jroeps.  He  (hould,  however,  not^bjed  to  the  mea- 
fure,  if  the  fflpply  of  the  deficiency  was  to  be  Blled  up  from 
the  Engti(h  militia.  He  profeJied  himfelf  to  be  attached  to 
his  naiive  foil  in  preference  to  any  other,  and  he  could  not 
therefore  allow  Ireland  to  lofe  this  great  force  in  the  hour  of 
danger.  Ittheinvafion  of  Ireland  was  out  of  the  queftion, 
lie  ihould  be  one  of  the  firft  to  offer  his  fervices  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment  to  come  to  England,  but  he  would  not  agree  to 
it  under  the  prefcut  condition  of  things,  nor  could  he  forget 
the  old  proverb,  of  **  Chrlften  your  own  child  firft/' 

Mr.  IVindham  fuppofcd  that,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  found  they  did  not  make  much  progrefsby 
argument,  they  meant  to  carry  the  queflion  by  fome  other 
means.  It  was  true  what  had  been  urged  againft  them  that 
night  was  not  new ;  but  it  was  not  poflible  to  confider  that 
or  any  other  military  meafure,  without  reference  to  the 
whole  of  our  military  fyftem.  He  (hould  confine  what  he 
had  to  fay  to  the  meafure  before  the  Houfe,  refervtng  what 
clfe  he  had  to  offer  for  the  other  meafure,  which  was  to  be 
difcufled  the  followiug  or  fome  other  day.  He  ccnfeOed  he 
was  one  of  thofe  who  was  glad  that  there  was  to  be  an  op» 
portunity  for  Gentlemen  exercifmg  thtir  lungs,  as  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  called  it,  (he  fuppofed  in  contradidinflion  to 
what  on  a  former  day  he  had  termed  folid  votes,}  on  both 
meafuresfeparately.  He  contendec)  thai  what  took  place  in 
17989  when  ihe  Epglifii  militia  volunteered  to  Ireland,  was 
entirely  diftinfi.  The  confiituttonal  piinciple  of  holding 
the  militia  to  limited  fervice  was  not  (nflexible.  There  was 
DO  inconfiftency  in  thofe  who  canfented  to  give  way  in  fome 
circumftances,  refuting  to  give  way  in  others,  and  thole 
whoconfented  then,  were  not  bound  by  that  confent  from  fti* 
ture  oppofiiion.  The  other  queflion  as  to  the  vote  in  17999 
was  to/0  coplo  different,  for  there  was  then  a  rebellion  in  Ire- 
hind,  a  foreign  enemy  was  alfo  in  the  country,  and  menacin|^ 
it  with  a  greater  force.  The  propofition  originated  with  the 
Iri (fa  Parliament,  and  the  cticumflances  of  the  prefem  time 
weie  entirely  different.  As  to  the  return  of  the  vitjt,  it  woultl' 
never  end  i  vifa  would  beget  vifit,  and  continued  traMitiof^ 
aud  l&terisixtttre  would  be  efiablifhcd^  except  Ifac  tfaiog:  reit- 
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e<l  vpoa  the  firil  return.    It  was  probable  that  in  1799, 
while  the  rebellion  ftill  fubGft^d^  the  Engliih  militia  were 
thought  a  fafer  deicriptioa  of  force  for  Ireland^    He  at  that 
lime  fupported  the  fending  feme  of  the  Englifii  miiitia  to 
Ireland,  and  the  tran&fer  of  the  fervioes  of  a  part  of  the  tritb 
militia  to  another  part  of  the  empire*    The  experience  gain* 
ed  by  that  proceeding  was  one  reafon  for  his  oppofitton  fa 
the  prefent  meafure.'  The  effe£ls  which  the  precedent  had 
on  the  charader  and  dircipline  of  the  militia  force,  had  been 
ftated  by,  an  hon.  Gentleman  who  went  before  him  (Colonel 
B^ftardj.     He  fird  objefied  to  the  meafure  that  it  was  a 
breach  of  good  faith.     The  maxim  of  vdhnti  nonjit  injuria 
could  not  be  juftly  applied,  as  the  men  felt  themfelves  in  a 
difagreeable  fltnation,  and  a  fort  of  neceility  was  put  upon 
them,  when  part  of  their  corps  offered,  to  follow  the  example. 
He  indanced  the  fituation  of  Lieutenant  Browne,  mentioned 
in  a  fort  of  way  in  the  papers  fo  as  to  admit  of  an  invidious 
conllrudion:    this  geotleman  had  in    reality  fliewn  more 
manlinefs  by  refi^dng'to  volunteer,      ^e  recoliefied  a  fimilar 
iu(tance  when  the  Member  for  Nottingham  (Mr.  Piierrepont) 
w^s  the  only  man  that  tefufed  to  give  his  aiTent  at  a  time 
wben  the  a^t  for  enabling  the  £ng)i%  militia  to  ferve  in  ire- 
land  was  pailcd  as  it  were  by  acclamation.    The  effed  on 
the  difcipline  of  the  militia  was  moft  pernicious.     One  de- 
liberation led  to  another ;  and  if  it  even  ended  on  the  inftant, 
was  it  not  a  degrading  and  pernicious  thing  that  a  command'^' 
ing  oi&cer  (hould  be  obliged,  even  for  that  once,  to  delcend 
to  a  canvas  and  folicitation  of  his  men  ?    Let  gentlemen  take 
a  leflba  from  expcriexu^e.   It  was  well  known  that  the  oflteers 
wl)o  had  been  obliged  to  take  fucb  a  ftep,  had  never  been 
aSfe  to  recover  their  authority.    «The  prefent  high  ftate  of 
difcipline  in  the  militia,  was  owing  to  its  long,  regular,  and 
unchanged  eftabliihment.    If  the  fyftem  (bould  be  broke  in 
upon,  that  caufp  of  perfeftion  would  no   longer  remain. 
Thefe  two  objedions  lay  to  the  plan  as  laid  down.     If  Par- 
liament was  called  upon  to  vote  the  meafure  on  truft,  that 
was  intcUigible.    If  Minifters  offered  one  fet    of  reafons 
while  they  aAed  on  another,  how  was  Parliament  to  decide? 
It  was  argued,  that  though  the  power  was  given,  it  was  not 
meant  to  ufe  it  immediately.     If  any  thing  required  imme- 
diate ufe  and  was  unfit  x<y  keep,  it  was  certainly  an  offer  of 
voluntary  fervice.     It  was  more  liable  to  fpotl  than  macka** 
rel   itfelf    {a  iaugi).    The  circumftances  would  change^ 
and  fhe  difpofition  of  the  men  would  change  with  them,    it 
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"  was  cfcrrainly  k  great  effort  of  irtgcrtiilty  "to  creit^  «  -iAM^e* 
^^  abte  Force  by  ^raiisfcrritig  firdm  one  Marfdtb  ]iih($l(ier^41^ce 
^T  in  its  own"  nal\ire  not  dirpontUe ;' and  it   Was/Mfr^Mely 
^^  wliVffificJ&t  10  think  of  creatFng  a  ^brcc  for  fif&hffve  6|i^a- 
**  irons,  not  by  hxcfeafing  the  army,  but  by  raifihg  moie  mill* 
*    ^   iTa.     As  to  the  recruiting  fcrvice,  It  could  not  go^nf.    Gen- 
tlemen met  themfelves  in  their  own  market ;  the  moMent 
th*ey  went  to  Ireland  to  raifc  new  regiments  for  generki  fer- 
^"  vice  tliey  would  'find  themfelves  there  already  ratfing  8.  or 
"    lOjOOpmnJtiai    The  cft6l  of  the  meafure  wastobringa 
^    forc(5  from '^country  where' it  was   more    wanted,  to  a 

*  Country  where  it  was  lefs  Wanted;  then  tOTeplace  ilia  frefli 
^  militia  is  to  be  got  at  a  higher  price;  and  to  run  the  fame 
^^  round.     Gentlemen  who  were  better  acquainted  wirfr' the 

" ""^haraatfr  of  ihe  Irifti  militia  than  he,  but  n6t  better  thaii* the 
^    hoh.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  in  nppoOtion^o  themea'ftre, 

*  may  fee  reafons  for  accepting  the  offers  which  he  dU'noC'fee. 
"' jle  therefore  Voted  againll  the  inotioft.  :• 

'  LprJ  CaJIUrea^h  fa?d  that  the  hbn.Genilemaft  wjid^juft 
**  fat  down,  had  weakened  his'  charge  by  sidmitiing*  with  all 
7     the  ingenuity  that  he  wa^  known  to  polTeft/atHl  tbc  unex- 

*  ""ampleiS  facility  of  giving  an  air  of  novelty  to  what  Had  t>een 

often  repeated,   that  he  could  add  noththg  n^w'tdthefemi* 

liar  arguments  urged  agajnft  the  prefent -meafdrc.     He  did 

\     not  think  it  rfght,  after  the  able  itatemdiil  of  his  right  hon. 

;'    Friend  at  the  commencement  of  the  debate,  to  go  over  the 

fame  ground  it  length ;  but  as  the  charge  of  filence  had  been 

"/  made,  he  begged  leave  merely  toftatethc  piirpofeof  the 
ineafure.  It  was  not  an  exchange  of  militia  lerHces,  on  any 
enlarged  principle,  that  was  in  the  contemptation^of  his  Ma- 

1  jefly's  Minifters;  though  f*  that  meafure  co^Fd  be  effeded 
without  driving  froin  the  militia  the  gentlemen  -of  projperty, 
it  would  render  it  the  great  bulwark  of  th«  empire*  Loibking 
tipon  that  as  one  ^f  the  beft  mcafures  that  could  be  Mopted, 

)  he  was  fure  it  would  difguft  the  militia  if  it'fhould  now  be 
prematurely  prefled  forward.  The  fenllmehts  and  difpofi- 
lion  of  the  militia  on  this  head,  ought  to  be  watclied  and 
follolVed  np,  not  anticipated.    He  though/  itilght^  therrforc, 

:       to  fay,  that  his  Majcfty's  Miniftcrs  did  not  mean  \hi^^cn  a 

*"  '  Jbeginning  or  introduflion  to  fuch  a  fyftem-  'JTiey* did  net 
.***    even  hitan  to'put  the  matter  upon-  the  footing  of -ih)6* year 

^^:  .V75RV'whtn'5rrcbc!fi6n  raged  itr  Ireland,  though  teVr^' fure 

'*•  'If  liic  fame  neceflity  cxiflcd,  there  Would-be  bwl^e  feeUng 
"With  refped  to  voluntary  fervice,  without  limit  of  time  or 

place. 
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pl«cc.^  llnUf  ipmio%  ^  high  rnoriire  of-poU&f  ^wis  m fMl 
gT<>tiil4:fot  accepting  ft  Tetytce  frot».ihe  oiUtli^ .  beyoad:  wkst 
^twas  bound.4ti  ibyihotf  original  coiiftituiidny  -He  depre^ 
oilicd.  ^jih»^  n|Qde:of<«rguing'^gaioft«grauluiigthte  p<»war;  b/ 
•fli»inog.^lwt  i|;9lou)d  bcri^j^ed  w^  it.teM^oted.   .H^ 
^teftM^gtioft  ihe  fuMMjTitJbop  of  ans^uttctt^ia  ivithilawat 
ORflr:  VK^QOQ.of  thip  bot'trcK^  in  I^«n^J9ibr  ocpbutedl»of 
at  si^Mor  by  Ir0i9|>s  lefif  difdpUned..  .illlid  oBjefi  :wgs;^to 
add  :fOfe0oo  inti};  wiitoui  ioterferioy  .vritbiur  beft!ddrq[nb; 
liw  of  iacce>  wb«ch  vroM  th^refa^  -bt  itMaed  tnor^  j^ifr 
ppTaWft*. .  H^  extended  that  £9ldteis,bMia!£feii|oeDtIx  :p8t 
i»i^dtUbcrative<:apaQityv  pai>ticuiftriy  wbfln^ollM  i^ion  to 
voluat«cfJn  a  (loriDiilg  ptrtyrurotl  a  fbrlosohbptyor  aa^r 
^lier.f^vice  of  extraordidaty  dangers: .  HciMaQnotd^dM 
^^lonldbe  more  raady  thanbU.hoiKittirablaf'riaod.ovqrtUi 
wayr(fl(donel  Verekv)  vto.  vpli^niacrrfcfivices  vf  dafigc^>fa5 
tba  Wpiy  c^f  any  pan  of  <dK  eoipifevi  but]  hd  oovid  doViif^ 
pfi»v<  Mf  the  idea  of  a  local  puuonbus  pnshning  one  pac<  tor 
all  Jihp  jreft.    As  to,  iha  mir^fblef  af  boiagiog  aivay  the  imaa 
of  property  and^ma^ift^ates  id  tb^  lri(h  mHithf,  this  w^iahfr 
only.apply  if,ea(hf:regin»ejDt  were:kapi;iii:  trtoirnklifttjifta 
M  it  was  nowt  aodbati  always  bde^  the;  oafer  in  vdie-filfjdii 
ipilUia,  to  fervQ^in  coaotipsdiilaiM.  fsam  .their  oaiii^litiGQtM 
$;e  no  differeoce  bptwctfn  their.  far<irjiagl  tii.&QgUnd'iaod) 
ia  .a.reniota  pait  of  ij^aUod*  .Asiot'ibe.nesr.QiqeAiMj; 
that  the  fatfing^oif  .an  additiMal.mililJa*fpiiQe  wfMridr?«rip|lb> 
t)ie  recruitingf  ^xp^f^ienoe  had  provM  ^t^wouM  ooti   ;i^  lot 
the  aiguinent  ihai/fdacibks  ougbfl  %a(  •bodaiMi  he  c6nd{|«adi 
.  it  would  be  fi^ieM  to.rafled,.ihat:^rtie  jQehi^^qflmldbn: taiCuls 
more  fpeedUy,  oore^beaply  and  vnprd  i«pidly»  by  baanf^  ttim 
corporated  wMh  miiitin  r^imentfralftiidy  higKLydifidplined^ 
Befidof,  there  waa«a  founie  from  1vbkh>e«peri€tt^d>«fficfera* 
couldbe  found  for^femcibieTagimtenia.    lit  ^was  the  opinioal 
of  ibeJ>eft  Qifficer a,  ihat  with  eight  0^ w  xt%ltnuki%  and  lear 
new  )>aiialion^>  wjiihcrth^i  exiftipg  jditTppraWe  fence  naaraiaar 
liberty,  by  the  prefent  aaiafure^  we  Aiaalfl'  be  in  e  condhioAl 
to  undectake  oiFeofivA  op^rarioni.  j  it   was  not  .tketdQ^i 
of  the.prefent  mealiire  \p  leficn  thAKiefeoce  jjf  Icctaodi.j  df: 
lha<  was  the  objed*  thefemoKaLof  ;be^reg«ibir.(GaQpa9roiiULi 
more  fiaitirally  b<;  th«^g^  of.  -  He^dtKiaifTied  cbeuJdearrDf; 
bfiiiging  the  Irifh  qniliMa  to  tlfia  oeuniryfroai  anyrindtM^aft) 
fa/picion.     He  knew.ihe  diffic^irtiestotii  hod  lo-Vonian<t'- 
wiih  in  their  ^w a  coaouy;  hut  hahad.feen  ihe  Irifl^ityi'^^) 
tia l:tied  in  the  yaar  .\^$i$.by  pUn$  e|  M^fiMn  b^umd^maf. 
.Vm.II.  1803-4*  ZQ     ^  tbiof 
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««^  TH£  PARUJEMCJltARII  REGISTER.    ^     [jQhiStfttti 

tai»  Ikkeeitcf  mAiTe  Jgain;  aiitftliou|;h  «rfew  had''^MI«|| 

fJAj^tis^  tke  great  Jnafs  had  proved  ioacccMible. 

\.Mp*  Tt  OrqfvUU  x^tmtkcd  aff  ineaidiftai^cf  laiilta^iht 

tfloifirfkbiii  oliWf^Mad  17991  at  (^rfcedeiiH  lofanftM^  t}i< 
tveOntii^Qoecadii^Sy  wbilc  the  noMe  Lord  dircUimed  mha 
faigiuch^  iiTeiottliein*  i^  He  denied^tlilBit  tfi«ffis  iras^anyi*an4& 
lagfJbbtiirddn^Ake  crrccmAaiiDeS'  of  the  voluaiary  offkr^kf 
t^i^S^aod  ii.odldi^sMfiei- tneafutis  like' itb  pttkeif.  *  11m 
telrIe.Lord|ltfc1aiaMd|  for  his  Majefty's  Mitiifiers^  any  Jden 
of  Ria]Bing  this  iOieafiir^  even  the  .foundation  of  an*  inlef^ 
4BRkaoo(?niliiiali*biil  bedoiibted^  whether  the  manner  iaf 
whi^  hii.Laidiiii^  fpoto.  wduk)  :hi^r&^the -eflba  of 'quietin|gr 
riw  apprehesfion  which  fomebf  Ivh  Hait^nr  might  eilnmate 
ODtthaiifitbjeA.^  HF^here:  ^en-o  many,  modes  ina  voUintarjr 
•Ij^r,  4hat  nay  bd  protuftd  in^^a  milDcr  little  fliort  pf  aAoat 
ijolenoeir    H^  notrn^  aa  a^gre^t  incMriftehcf ,  that  vAsite*  fb4 
mper4>n  thetaUe4Uied  (be^offsrto  cectie  onW  ftdiatttoo*' 
iieiWIl  empowered  thrdirpdfal  of  ^ii^ooc^i'    Wivh  atlY^fpeft 
teiitfeinika)ilifiai«lMld->tieiJetinf  them  lo'be  m  gallant 
tfikailaa^iiy  tiffi4lie>wd#ldy  4ia  did  not  Afiiik  either  Eqglifli  o^ 
Arlfli;^adliti»  equatuo'teguhif  ihxipSr  nor  could  he  believe^ 
tlmfttlb  ftpotralbfi^ODO  IrUh'miUtia^o-tMseountry  wotdd 
gh^a^^ltrfbrce  ofihe^me  andoiinr;    It  >wa»  a  Whimfi^ : 
aHimpLxikM  to'iky,'that  this'' eras  4ha  qaidtieft  way  «f'  ob^ 
lainiAg   lo^bo  menV  while  :i/  Was  faid,'ihat  the  power/ 
thoagbigirenv  iftas  nor-to  IM  rpe^diiy  ufed;  Trtte,  the  appeal  to 
thanoiuirtter  rpridtaf^^e' army  f6r  the fMtkAion  of  {lonti':^ 
ing: panics  atfd.forlqm  hopes,  was  giving ihe«[|  a  deliberative 
pbwer,  but  it-iwas  i  dUiberation  fd  be  d^did^  on  the  impulfe* 
of  tbeindraent^  if|>which^Britons4WOuld*tfver  be  waattng. 
leoms  widdy  ^dtftiiid  from  a,  cold  detib^miidn  tike  that  of » 
tlsoftefeht  mcafupsL  v  He  tomplaiaed/fh^t  hi>matterBmi4iich 
niartf^Ca' tnthnately  o6ahe£ted  wtib'the  regular  army^  Ihe 
Hoofd  was  called  upon  io> vote  wtthAit  any  account  of  the* 
rtgtilar  saimiy  before  Aient.    Sometimes  one  MtntAer  and 
Ametifaiai aiioilier^^ook 'from  their  ^pockets- papers,   whith 
tkdy.vtad^as  Tuch  accounts,  and  wMch  tfiey  pet  in  their' 
|mketi}Cigain. '  'Hethoaghiif  wrong  ilvtft  this  meafure  was 
dbidedismi  4haf  whitfa  waa  to'replace  the  force  to  be  taken 
akrayr'*£oth  ihduM  bcf  4onnt2led,  and*  Gemlemen  woold' 
thab1i«le  the^portiiniiy>aif  cctafideriag^he  whole  together. 
ArfrbfanryiftthiJi&ktU^paflMr  th|»ro:iivais  M  fecuriry  fhat^ 
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1)^ replaced.  :  ,  .-     i-  ;        > 

I^titue  jl^A^ft'fVr/  tbovgbt  it  Wfi^d  be  '^infillt  to^i^ 
Jn(b  fiatilitia  h>  rejed  t))eir  office,  99  if  tbjBy  >Mf(ere  nor  vrotti 
^efd^g.  Wiih  rerped^  to  living  a  deliberative  povMet  ftf 
Ibidkfs,  he  reco^leded'  to  4>f?e  been  ihe  lnftfM«iem  of  g^mg 
irhknfi^lf  in  inaoy  infhiaces*  The  orders^  wert^  ifibol  im 
^pfeelts  togcthefi  retativ^  to  the  expeditions  to  America^  Tov^ 
l0n»  HoRamdy  and  Egypt.  He  depre<^ted  the  idea  of  coupling 
4he ;JE!ki)slifli  militia  in  the  meafure,  confident  of  their aia» 
crity,  if  tlieir  fervices  flioBld  be  necdfary in  Irelaitd.  Ttcff 
Were  now  in  IreUnd  30,000  regulats,  and  ffT,OQO  mttitht 
If  Government  wanted  to  ttflen  the  defence  of  Iteland/tbe 
removal  of  the  rcgutus  would  haved>een  the  moft  eafy  modb 
of  efl^dling  ir. 

The  queftion  being  put  the  Houfe  divided  ;  For^the 
S^keSV  leaving  the  chair  1 24--<igainft  it  54— ^majority  ^oy 

TheHoiifc  went  into  the  Committee  J  and  the  fcp^  was 
ordered  to  be  received  on  Thprfday*  ,'     '  ^ 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Coibniitt6e  0|i 
'the  Irifh  tniliiia  atigmentatton  bounty. '  The  refoiulion  waOB 
agreed  to;  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  Committee  on  ihe 
Iriih  miliria  augmentation  bill  be  infiru£ted  to  make  prc^i-^ 
lion  accordingly. '  ' 

Adjourned  at  half  paft  I  i  o'clock. ' 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

WEDNE.$OAy,  APRIL   II. 

Counfel  were  heard  in  continuation  relative  to  tlie  Scotch 
croft  appeal,  Abercromby  v.  Fleming.  The  further  cgj>ii^ 
deraticin  of  the  cafe  was  adjourned  till  Friday. 

The,  bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  feverai 
fiages. 
'  Previous  to  the  order  of  the  day  being  entered  upon^ 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  bad  a  few  obfervations  to  raalce  re- 
fpe£ling  a  degree  of  mifi-eprefentation  which  prevailed  ia 
one  of  the  daily  papers,  of  part  of  what  he  faid  the  precdd* 
ing  day  in  reference  to  bis  noble  and  gallant  friend  the  Earl 
of  Moira:  it  was  Hated,  that  he  faid  the  noble  JEarl  rt-. 
ceived  his  half  pay  as  a  Colonel  for  only  ten  years*  whereas- 
he  obfcrved  that  l>e  had  received  it  duriogt^eniyyearv 
A  mifreprefcntatipn  obtained  upon  a  point  of  another  ha- 

3  G  2  ture. 
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fiated  to  have  fai^i  th^t  the  vacant  regiments  were  b^il<>%vdS ' "' 
llpoA  bftcefs'  ^hb^ad  ferforrticd'rto  ftrviee  to  ih^lt  coun« 
try,  'X^hathefeW;  however,  was,  that  thefe  rc|iititotS*w*T^    * 
^vtjii* to  junitjr  oflScers.     Thp  dflSeers  in  qiieflion  p^VUfSeA 
coiftficieraMe  merit,  smi  for  them  bfe'  enteitaiited  the-liigb'eft    • 
reibcA-.  .  He  was  not  a  little  hurt  at  the  idea  that  thefe  fii^  * 
fpwiable  oiScera  fhouM  imagine  be^had  fo  fpoken  uf  them.   "' 
His  Lordihtp  regretted  having  occafion  to  notiee  thi^  mat* 
ter.^  and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  reporters  (Kduld  hie 
graffited  Tome  indulgence,  in  order  to  enable  theili  lo  bO  ^ 
jnore  torrc^  m  iheir  reports.  •    ..        f 

*    On  this  remark,  one  or  two  peers  f«d  *^  Order;**  oft  - 
which  tiie  noble  Earl  declined,  proceeding. 

VOLUNTEER    REGULATIOKS.  BILI.. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  their  Lord(hfps -went 
[into  a  Comaiiitee  upon  this  bill,  Lord  Waliingbam  m  the 
chair.  >    -  .   • 

When  the  twenty-eighth  claure  was  arrived  at,  it  was 
ftrongty  obicAed  to  by  Lord  Grenville,  who  cenfured  it  as 
futile,  inemciem,  unueceilary,  and  abfurd*  and  theie  cha-  ' 
raAeriflics  he  thought  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  ctaii^  fo  ' 
•clear,  that  it  was  fupernuous  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Committee.    The  effect  .of  this  claufeis,  that  volunteers, 
while  under  arms,  orgomg  to  the  place  of  exercife,  &c. 
who  (hall  raifconduft  themfelves,  may  be  ordered  bv  the 
commanding  officer  into  the  €Mftody  of  any-perfon  beloii|;« 
ing  t9  the  corps^  white  it  remained  under  arms.  X«ord  Greii* : 
ville  concluded  by  moving  for  its  omiffion* 

The  claufe  was  defended  as  neceiTary  and  proper  by^Lprd 
Auckland  and  the  Karl  of  VVeftmorcland.  The  aniriiaclv^*^ 
fibns  of  I^-oi-d  Grenville  were  fupported  by  Earl  Spencer  and 
Lord  Kin  A 

*  Lord,  itdrrcwby  differed  from  his  noble  Friend.  (Ijoid 
Grenville)  with  rcfpeft  to  the  claufe  ;  he  conceived  it  pro- 
per for  the  due  maintenance  of  difcipline,  and  he  thought 
it  might  be  improved  lo  as  to  anfv<^.er  every  objedioni  by; 
providing  for  the  attendance  of  a  conftaWe.  oa.futb  uc*- 
Qfl^Tuns.   T  .  4 

The  difcuflion  upon  this  claufe  waa  terminated  by  a  dtvi*. 
fK»n,  5Vhen  thei;e  appeared,  for  Lord  Grenville's  motion,  7— 
agtiijilit  ;242— majority  (6. 

..;Spyef;^l  of  the^iubfequent  cjjiufes  wew  jdtfpofcd  of  after 
fome  difcuffiooi  m  which  the  above-mention^  Peer^i  widr 
r.:-.'   '  "^  the 
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tfae^iiion  of  the  E^'rl  of  Mort^  ^and  t^e  J)uke  of,  Mqii^.    . 
trofe,  were  the  principal  fpeakers.. 

With  refpcA  to  the  36ih  ql^ufe,  which  rf 
ercife  of  the  rojral  prcrogjitKe  in  requiring  tl  ^ 

vices  of  bis  Majefty's  licgcfchjcAs,  LordC 
noi  then  giv^  it  any  oppolitipoy  as  it  war  in  t 
of  their  U>rd(hips,  thdt  a  few  nights  back  (n 
his  intention- to  take  an  early  oppoitunity  to  , 

the  fuhjeft  in  the  importamt  and  iolcmh  fom  4 

In  the  39th  claufe,, which  relates  to  the  paymcn(.of  two  ,\ 
guineas  to  each  volunteer  who  aflembles  on  the  fummons.of  ,. 
the  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  or  upon  any  general  fignal  of  ^3 
alarm,  &c.  an  amendment  was  moved  by  Lord  GienvillCt 
on  which  a  divifion  took  place:  for  the  amendment  14—  ,» 
againft  it,  24 — majority  10. 

During  the  fhort  interval  of  the  exdbfion  bf  ftrangcrs  on 
this  divuion,  another  amendment  was  moved  by'  one  of 
their  Lordfbips,  on  which  almoft  immediately  aoothefxlivi^-  1 
ilon  took  place:  for  the  amendment  li — againft  it  24 —  ^ 
majority  13.  -  ,        ,   v.- 

Thefubrcqucntclaufesto  the  47th  were  tlien<lifporc|d.ofv 
The  Chairman  was  diicSed  to  report  progrefSf  aad  Uip 
Committee  were  ordeied  to  ilt  again  the  next  day, 


•> 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNPSPAY,  APRIJ*    lU 

-Mr.  Vairfittart  brought  up  an  eftimate  of  the  fum  which- 
may  be  wanted  for  foreign  and  fecrtt  fcrvices  for  the  year 
1804,  which  was  ordered  to  be  hid  Upon  the  tabic- 

'  Sir  John  Newport  poftponcd  the  motion  of  which  he  had 

fivtn  ooiice,  upon  the  fubje£t  of  the  llthefter  eledion,  unlit 
riday  next^  on  account  of  the  abfence  of  the  fitting  Mem* 
bcr  for  that  borough. 

Mr.  Fofter  moved  for  fcveral  accounts,  for  the  purpofe^  of 
fbewing  the  operation  of  the  aft  of  union,  viz. 

An  account  of  all  flour,  corn,  grain,  meal,  malt,  &c.  im- 
ported into  and  exported  from  Great  Britain,  together  with 
the  bounties  and  duties  paid  thereon,  from  the  firft  of  Jt- 
huary  1800,  to  the  firft  uf  January  1804,  diftinguifhing  each 
ijpecies  and  each  year. 

Jiu  account  of  the  average  price  of  corn,  grain,  &c.  in 
England  and  Wales,  per  quarter,  and  of  oatmeal  per  boll,  &C, 
from  the  1 3th  of  March  1802,  to  the  lateft  period  the  iame 
Caui  be  piade  up.  ^    -      . 
^  An 
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t  ^e  diify  TCctifttA  on  -the.cxpo^  of  lineni 
\  Gre^t  Briuin,  finot  the  comoienceaieDt 
fij^ing.  the  ratq  of  duties^  number  of  yavdS) 
le  amount  pf  dujtics  impofcd  theteon,  &€.  to 
i  the  faii^ie  can  be  nMuk  opi  diftii|{ui{hiiig 

Ordered* 

)  )iad  a  Qiption  to  m4ke»  to  xehich  be  under- 
no  objeftiois  and  he  accordingly  moved, 
Id  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  ouin«' 
d  foT.the  army  of  rcferve  in  each  month  in 
>d  Ireland,  iiace  the  cbmmenceoieiit  of  the 
>ofe^  and  of  tbe  number  of  men  who,  duf*- 
periods,  have  engaged  for  jgeneral  fervice, 
ider  each  head,  as  lar  as  it  can  be  done,  the 
who  have  entered  for  general  iervxce,  aod 

tbof^  who  remain  oq  the  balloted  fervice,  &c.    Ordered 

accordingly. . 

IRISH   MILITIA. 

Mrl'Sccrctary  Yorke  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
bfll  for  augmenting  the  militia  of  Ireland.  The  order  be- 
ing  read,  he  obferved,  that  by  an  inadvertency  in  drawing 
the  bill,  the  fum  to  be  voted  was  made  to  fall  wholly  upoo 
Ireland,  which  error  he  intended  to  be  corre£lcd  in  the 
Committee.  He  then  moved,  that  tbe  Speaker  da  now 
leave  the  chair. 

Colonel  Craufurd  obferved,  that  this  hill  had  fo  near  a 
coiuneftion  with  that  which  was  the  fub]e<Sl  of  diicuffion 
the  preceding  night,  that  he  could  not  proceed  to  deliver 
His  opinions  on  tlie  one,  without  ihortly  alluding  to  tbe 
other.  He  faid  he  had  come  down  to  the  Houfe  with  an 
intention  of  voting  for  the  bill  of  tjip  pi-eceding  niglit,  fcr 
introducing  10,000  Irifti  militia  into  this  country  upon  an 
emergency,  but  that  he  was  deterred  from  doing  fo  when 
he  found  for  what  purpofcs  his  Majefty*»  Minifieis  in- 
ten<^ed  it,  and  heard  them  diftinftly  difciaim  the  being  i(i 
an]^  degree  influenced  by  thofe  reafons  upon  which  alone  he 
founded  his  opinion  of  the  policy  .of  a  meaiure  to  which 
i]p(5h  other  grounds  there  certainly  exifted  very  flrong  ob- 
jeflions.  He  therefore  bad  felt  himJclf  fo  much  at  a  lofs 
which  way  to  vote  that  he  had  gone  away  without  voting 
at  Jail.  But  although  he  flood  in  that  ftate  of  doubt  j»riih 
regaVd  to  that  bill,  be  had  no  hefitation  whatever  in  giv'nJg 
\\\%  decjded  ncgiiiive  to  the  "jirefent-  one;  |ie  ftrongfy  ob- 
ie£!ic!  Xb^  any  rncicafc  of  that  dcifcfipltort  of  force,  whofc 

^•''      "  ferviC^Si 
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a  duly*   He -was  ifutoed^ibt  Mxany  ireafohs  averfe  to  zttfum^ 

meoUCMui  of  tbetnilitia;  dnd'  be  evA  ifent  fo  far  aa  & 

wiih  ve  kad>  aoieoibodied'  tt^liiia  at  alir  lie  did  not  diMd 

^ia|t  we  iougbt-iibc  to  biive  aiiy  iDiiitia  in  firitiiti^  bot  chaff 

it  oagbt  not  to  foun  a  part  of  oar.eiiibddied  force.    Boibe^ 

fi<kt^>tbiefe  geMnl  objef^ioos  10  ilie  nnilitul  forcd,  he  had 

^4  fempie^iint^fayhlg,  that  ooofidttHikg  tfao  prefent  fituattoit 

ofladahd,'  it  Wonld  rfae  :ti[Owi&  tokeihp «!()  in  that  coahtrjr  a 

hilfe  biidy»<of;(ineh  entiraly  cpitipofed.pf  trifluneti^  >*  In 

^yingi  this  he  begndhr  might  not  le  iiadorftac«!  t>s  mcttak 

log  tu:  tfarovvttber  intalteft  refiedion  iiponf  ib^^lrifh  thilitidj 

wliofebyaitjriwtbe  ytar.nstf  Jiaki^  witli  the  eictffr^^ 

ofo^eor  two  inftanote,'  witfaftdod  a)l  the  atteibptifti^f^ 

tMtc  made  ooiediiOD  them.    I'he  amdtift  of  the  fptHinB. 

fin  of  that  body,  did  them  the  higheft  homut,  but  it*r«v^ 

a  trial  to  whtrh  ihey  ought  not  :to  ht  expoled.  3^hUodf 

ibColaic  ncceflity.     The  rebdliaic.vahich  raged  ia^  tbas 

country  fo  few  years,  iinoe,  muil  be  reo^iit  in  every'  ft^an^f 

nmDoryt  and  he  Ihould  be  glad  to  kiibwWhat  {irocesdiii'g* 

had  tattto  place,  on  the  jiart  of.  Miniften,Uo  ihquiro»i«td 

theticaufos  of  that  rebelfiod,  or  what  iriiaDige6«  bad  takim 

pUecM  theiyAem  of  Government  towards  Ireland^  fbr  die 

QpfKiliation  of  that'pQdpIey  and  the -preVeocioaof  futlikiQ 

d^ftiMrtcats  ?  None,  bvlrthe  meafure  of 'an  union,  chichi  waa( 

held  out  to  be  areinedy  for  all  llUr>  and  a^  prompt  and  effini 

cUHit>  moans  of  amelioration  .to  Itfteodi..  ..But  he  Was^Mi^ 

xiaus  to  know  from  his  Majeftv's  Miniil^rs,  of  whatfiogM 

inftnoQe^of  ameiioratii^n  it  had  beea  produ£^ive  ?    TbefvoH 

juisont.faoafure  which  had  been  held  pi^^.to  the  populatioit 

of  tbat  oountry,  as  the  firfi  great  objeA  \^  the  union,  and  the^ 

price  of  their  acquiefcen^e  to  iU  had  been  pofitively  wUhrt 

held,  ar4  in  a  manner  extremely  grating  to  the  feelings  9^ 

Ih^f  people  ;  and  he  was  much  at  a  lofs  to  know^  what  ofher; 

raeadire  had  been  obtained  for  Ireland  towards  e£fedim^ 

that  conciliation  and  rapid  improvement  in  the  country^  f^ 

fpecioufly  held  out  as  tba  immediate  and  neceilary  conie^. 

quences  of  tlie  meafure.     He  knew  of  none :  nor  coul4  ^e^ 

conceive  by  what  fpecies  of  magic  it  was  that  Miniftersaf-. 

fe£ked.  to  change  the  political  ientiments  of  the  great  ma-^. 

jority  of  the  Infh  population  from  that  (late  whic^  three^ 

years  ago,  had  excited  them  tor  open  rebellion,  in  which  it. 

was  true  they  were  conquered,  but,  he  feared  there  was  too^ 

XQUcb  reafoii  to  fuppofe,  pot  cotjvertcd  ;  and  in  proof  t^ffii/ 

appre-> 
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9fipidiftafions  citthts  head,  flood  the  heceflsty  aroftedby 
Us  Ma^t&yh  Miniftem  for  rcvivlflg^nsaBriai  iasr  in  Irelaiid» 
founded  upon  the  aAual  iiifurremDli  which  took  pla<:e  at 
Stubliii^  in  three  ihort  weeks  after  the  ibongeft  opinions 
'  had  bden  avowed  ia.that  Houfe,af  the  perfeft  ioyiiltf,traD* 
qtiiilitj*  and  fccurity  of  that  wh(dc  coooiry.    tic  di^ed 

.  extremely  from  tboie  wlio  made  fuch  afiortfons  at  tb^time, 
aod  events  juftified iris  conjcdnres,  by  the  avowM  naceiitf 
for  the  continu^ncl!*  qf  martial  bw.  Il  was  admitted  bjr 
Mtnifters,  Uiat  atfpirit  of  infurreaioli  flill  lurked  tii^ 
ready  to.  uke  advai^age  of  any  favDnrable^oppoftunitv.  •  He 
coincided  in  tiie^necdKty  of  ratfin^  a'great  body  ortroopn 
firofU'the'mars  df  the  people  of  IriMand.oni.tbe'prefenCoc- 
cafiont  but  not  as  a  mtlttia  force.::  i^r.tlioagh  no  man 'war 
kfi  difpoied  than  he  was  to  queftion,  the  lenity  «of  the  Irifh 
mcUtia*  wbich  they  have  fo  gallasfil^K  proved,  both  againft 
dotnefiic  and  foreign  eiicmies^  during  the  faite  refaelitott  m 
that  country,  yet  ftilt  he  thought  it  was  expofing  that  loy« 
alty  too  much  to  tcrmptation,  if  they  were  to  be  cafled 
to  oppofe  in  the  fieki  their  brotherii.xelationst  and  friends ; 

'  which' niuft  unhappily  be  the  cafe  in.  ail  civil  wqors: 
&  was-  that  fpecie^  of  >  teft  to  which  he  tor  one  would  never 
conlient  toeicpofethem.  *  He  had  ftrong  objeAloos  to^any 
'eztenflon  of  the  mUhia,  becaufe  he  did  not  think  it  an  eli« 
gible  branch  of  t4%  public  force.  He  thought  troops  of  the 
line  by  all  means  prefdrable,  or  at  l^aft  fendblc  regiments  ; 
and  he  hid  the  authority  of.  many  gentlemen  of  Ireland, 
eatreinely  converfant  on  the  fubjed*  for  (iiying,  thai^fend^^ 
Mes  would  be,  to  the  full,  as  eafily  raifed  as  mtlitiSf  by 
the  bdunties  propofed  in  -this  cafe  ;  more  efpeciaWy  if  the 
fiime  advantages  were  ofiered  of  provifion  for  their  wives 
tfnd  children,  as  the  rfiilftia  here  enjoyed^-«-advanfages  which 
fiireiy  were  as  fairly  due  to  fencibles,  and  troops  of  the  Une, 
as  to  that  branch  of  the  public  force  whofe  fervices  were  the 
mod  limited;  He  approved  the  idea  of  increafing  the  pub- 
lic force  by  incrcaflng  the  number  of  rank  and  file  in  the 
diMiQitd  regiments;  infli^ad  of  raiflng  entirely  new  corps, 
fur  it  was  the  principie  he  had  originally  fuggefted ;  but  he 
did  ilot  like  -it  as  applied  to  the  militia,  becaufe  be  did  not 
api^rove  that  fpecies  of  force.  It  might  be  faid,  that  if 
ienctbte  regiments  were  raifed,  it  would  be  difScuU  to  offk* 
tferthem;  biit  he  would  fugged  an  immediate  refource  in 

^    the  fiateetl  battalions  of  the  army  of  refeivef  where  the  fer« 
vices  of  the  officers  were  at  prefers  wafled,  buC  would  be 

rendered 
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rppdqr^t)  iinmecliatelj  eSicicht  ih'fencible.qorps  id^tadietf^as 
■    {eocmd  ^aiial ions  to  regiments  q(  the  llhd.  *  The  hon.  OS- 

;Ccr  xben  adverted  to  the  (latements  of  the  public  force oT  the 

cou»cryi  inade  to  the  Houfc  by  the  righr  hon.  Secretary  at 
>:  War,  pcevioully  to  the  racefs,  which  he  fcratihized  atTome 
_)efigth;  addingy  that  thodgh,  in  fuch  a  (^ate  of  Uie  doutitry» 
.  Iitf  ^ould  be  ainongft  the  laft  to  move  for  fpecific  returtis  of 
„. J t$r military  flrength,  yet  when  Mini(ler$  volunteered  tlibfo 
'  ftatemedis  of  their  own  accord,  they  could  not  blatne  him 
9:  for  taking  advantage  of  th^  opportunity  affbrdjBd  him  of  Ckn- 
;  vaffing  ihcj  correftnefsof  them.  He  concluded  by  faying, 
-  he  AmiuU»  in  (he  progrefe  of  thofe  meafures  throtigh  the 
.Houfe,  move  for  fome  other  returns  for  the  further  elucrda* 
«.  lioD  of  this-fubjed,  and  to  prove  that  the  troops  of  the^line, 
f  rwbich  it  was  mod  defirable  to  increafe,  are  not  even  fo  hu* 
/.  tneraus  as  they  have  been  fUted.  ,    ^ 

Mr,  Secntary  Yorke  did  not  feci  it  neccflary  to  follow  Jlhe 
-^  hon.  Otficer  minutely  through  the  whole  detail  of  his  a^u- 
.    ment,  but  merely  to  apply  hioxfelF  to  a  few  points  that '{he 

l>hdu^ht  (hould  not  pa&  unnoticed.  And  firn/  with  refgeft 
J  to  the  fuhjed  of  tiie  union,  which  the  hoo.  Officer  Cpeofied 
'"  to  think  fo  barren  of  the  good  confequences  it  was  expe^ed 

to  produce.  He  believed  it  never  could  have  been.r^iopally 
^  txpeded,  or  feafibly  promifed  by  any  man,  thai  alt  tbp good 
r    tfffisAi  10  i>e  hoped  from  that  meaftifc,  were  u\  be  realised  in 

the  (hort  period  that  has.elapCbd  fince  it  waseflTcded.  l^i}ofe 

benefits  mufti  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things^  be  of  ^gra- 
•  '  dudi  grow^.     What  portion  of  them  had  hitherto  pbtai^ed, 

-  h^  would  leave  it  for  thofe  hon.  Gentlemen^  reprcfentatives 
•of  that  country,    whom  he  faw  aiXHind  hio^  tP  dec]|are, 

which  they  were  competent 'to  dOt  from  their  local  knpw* 
Jedge  ahd  obfervatioa.     With  refpe^  to  the  Ml,  oow. before 

-  the  Houfe»  he  begged  to'obCervcfi  that  it  was  ^ot  io.fai^  for 
any  extraordinary  augtiientattcn  of  tbe  militia  pf  Ireland^  to 
which  branch  of  the  fcrvice  tbe  honvOiBcer  fo  mMcbpb- 
jefiedy  but  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  which  would  be  created  in 
that  militia,,  if  it  (hould  be  thought  expedient  by  Jiis  Majefiy 
to  transfer  10,000  of  them  to  this  country;  and  icyep  i£ 
they  (hould  not  be  fo  transferred,  the  preGent  bill  wonUd^  no 
mdfe  than  raife  the  militia  force  of  Ireland  tothc-otui^bers 

"  at  which  tbey  ftood  during  the  laftwar*  Wiihrrefpcfli  to 
~  the  nature  of  the  militia  force,  he  only  fe|t  ifac^dl^ry  to 
-'fayy'that^as  a  ihatter  of  opinion  he  diflfej^  i^^^^fy^^^^- 

^ '  OiBt^er  ;  and  he  thought  he  was  well  warranted  in  fo  differ* 
Vol.  II.  i8o3-4,  ?.H  ing 
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ing  from  that  opinion^  by  the  gallant  conduflof  that  militia 
in  the  time  of  the  rebellion,  and  the  efficient  biavery  ihey 
had  (hewn  not  only  in  repelling  a  domel^ic,  but  a  fureiga 
enemy,  aided,  certainly,  by  another  body  of  their  brave 
and  loyal  countrymen,  of  whom  he  never  could  fpeak 
without  the  highell  and  mod  honourable  commendation—- 
ihe  yeomanry  of  Ireland.  With  refpeft  to  the  general 
Arength  of  the  united  kingdom,  upon  which  fo  many  in- 
vidious comments  werc  fo  frequently  made,  he  coniidercd 
it  really  fu  formidable  as  to  have  very  little  apprehenfions 
of  any  inconvenience  that  could  refult  from  the.  fcrutinies 
of  the  hon.  Officer,  even  upon  the  minuted  details  of  the 
public  force.  For  looking  around  him  to  the  gallantry,  the 
heroifm,  and  the  prowefs,  perpetually  difplayed  by  Britilh 
troops  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  ;  contemplating  cbc  at- 
chievements  recently  .efFeflcd  by  a  mere  handful  of  Britifh 
troops  in  India  over  the  moft  formidable  and  numerous  ar- 
mies of  the  native  powers ;  viewing  a  few  detachments  of 
Bntifii  cavalry  and  infiuitry,  annihilating  whole  arjiiies  of 
forty  or  fifty  thoufand  men,  ftorming  their  fortreflcs,  and 
capturing  their  artillery  ;  he  had  no  apprehenfions  for  alarm 
when  he  looked  at  home,  and  viewed  fuch  a  bulwark  for 
our  defence,  as  an  army  of  180,000  fuch  troops  prefented 
to  the  foe.  Wiicn  he  faw  more  than  10,000  fuch  cavalry 
as  the  handful  that  cut  to  pieces  the  20,000  chofen  men  ot 
Scindia's  army  ;  wlieil  he  viewed  a  field  train  of  100  pieces 
of  cannon,  manned  by  more  than  8,000  well  trained  Bri- 
tidi  artillery- men  to  give  them  ciFefl,  he  felt  none  of  that 
alarm  which  feemed  to  iiffcft  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Lord  Atchlhald  lldUiiltoyt  oppofed  the  prefcnt  bill,  not 
meicly  as  a  didinft  and  detached  meafurc,  but  as  coupled 
with  the  bill  of  the  preceding  night,  to  which  Jie  alio 
ftrongly  objcftcd,  as  part  of  a  fyftera  towards  Ireland  of 
which  he  totally  difapprovcd,  and  which  was  dcfigned  and 
calculated  to  undermine  the  conftitutional  principle  of  a 
national  militia,  evinced  fiift  by  encouraging  the  militia  to 
volunteei*  ihto  the  army  of  the  line  ;  ne'xt,  by  admitting  as 
officers  of  militia,  pcrfons  who  were  rather  ftrangers,  and 
poflTcflcd  no  qualification  in  the  re(pc6>ive  counties  into 
whofe  regiments  ihey  were  admitted  ;  and  now,  bv  recruit- 
ing men  for  the  mi  i»ja  by  bounties,  and  not  by  ballot.  T>ic 
Moble  Lord  made  fome  allufion  to  the  letters  lately  wiitten 
by  a  noble  Law  Lord  in  Ireland,  in  which  it  was  aflerted 
that  the  lower  clalfcs  of  the  people  of  Ireland  were  incd» 
pa!)le  of  beifig  rendered  l(*yal  fubjc6\s  to  a  protcdant  go- 
vernment 
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vcrnment — a  declaration  not  only  falfificd  by  the  whole. te- 
nor of  hiftorical  fafts,  but,  coming  froro  fuch  anthgiity, 
admirably  calculated  to  iofult  national  feeling,  and  to  ex- 
cite difaffeflion  even  where  it  never  exilled  bcforts'. 

Mr,  Whitjhcd  Keene  faid,  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  had 
voted  for  that  meafure  of  union  vyhich  had  been,  lluded  to, 
anj^l  who  was- convinced  it  was.  the  fentiment  ,of  the  en^ 
lightened  people  of  Ireland,  that  it  was  a  meafure  fraught 
with  the  happieft  confequences  to  that  country  \  and  thougli 
it  was  not  to  bq  expefted  that  in  fi>  fliort  a  lime  the. mea- 
fure could  have  produced  any  thing  like  its  full-  efTciSts,  yet  it 
bad  certainly  produced  one  thing  that'  laiJ  ihe  foundation 
for  thofe  good  efFefls  which  he  doubl!ed  not  would  lapidly 
follow:  it  removed  that  mol>  objedlionabie  of  all  political 
principles,  the  exrftence  of  two  co-ordinate  and  indepen- 
dent legiflatures  in  the  fame  ftate,  which  conftanily  cx- 
pofed  the  tranquillity  of  tlie  empire  to  dangers  arihng  fro^n 
difcord  and  mutual  flrife,  which  ambitious  or  defigning  mea 
might  promote  by  the  agitation  of  irritating  quciHons. 
Though  he  was  a  native  of  heland,  he  had  fpent  4t>  years  of 
his  life  in  this  Country,  57  of  which  he  had  had  the  honour 
of  being  a  member  of  lliat  Houfe,  and  therefore  he  mull 
be  fuppofed  free  from  national  prejudice  He  would  de- 
clare his  own  convi<5ion,  founded  upon  the  fentimcnts  of 
other  Gentlemen  moft  conversant  in  the  local  ftale  of  that 
country,  that  of  the  whole  mals  of  the  lower  orders  of  the 
community  there,  more  etpecially  in  the  fuuthern  provin- 
ces, one-third,  at  haft,  were  of  a-defcription  that,  in  every 
War  which  involved  the  empire,  weie  rather  to  be  confi-* 
dered  dangerous  than  friendly  to  the  ftate  ;  men  of  diflblute 
and  riotous  difpofitions,  eafily  moulded  to  the  mifchievous 
defigns  of  fediiious  demagogues.  Of  this  delcription  of 
men  it  was  dclirabie  to  get  as  many  as  poiTiblc  out  of  the 
coi/niry ;  becauie  thus  they  would  be  removed  out  of  the 
way  of  temptation,  and  have  their  minds  improved  by  fee- 
ing the  manners  of  other  countries,  and  acquiie  new  habits 
of  indullry.  Removed  from  home,  and  forming  part  pf 
thofe  armies  that  carric^  the  glory  of  Biiti/h  aims  to  the 
lartheft  pans  of  the  globe,  tliere  were  no  men  on  earth 
more  dilh'nguifhed  for  their  bravery  and  loyalty  ;  in  the 
various  walks  of  induttry,  none  more  diftinguilhed  for  their 
perfeverance.  But  if  there  ever  was  a  meafure  more  emi- 
nently calculated  than  all  others  to  prom'.tc  the  true  ends 
oi  the  union,  it  was  that  of  the  bill  for  bringing  into  this 
country  ten  thoufand  of  the  Irilh  militia,  becaufc  it  would 
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transfer  men  from  their  home  when  heated  by  whiflcey* 
and  prejudiced  by  local  tgndra'ncc  and  bad  connexions; 
they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  witnelling  in  this  couii* 
try  the  happy  effefts  of  fbbfricty,  induflry,  and  fubordina- 
tioft  to  the  laws;  and  they  would  carry  back  with  them  to 
their  own  -ountry  new  ideas  and  new  habits,  tending  more 
than  any  thing  elfe  to  promote  the  intercotirfe  and  the  at- 
tachment fo  deiirabie  between  tbe  countries,  and  uliimately 
to  render  the  inhabitants  of  both  as  one  pcnple. 

Sir  John  fVrottefiey  oppofed  the  bill,  principally  on  the 
fame  ground  with  Col.  Craufurd,  whofe  obfervalions 
upon  the  ftate  of  the  public  force  he  fully  adopted; 
and  from  which  he  argued,  that  the  prcfent  force  of  the 
country,  in  infantry  of  the  line,  did  not  exceed  20,000 
men;  and  notwithftanding  the  boaftful* exultation  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  of  the  formidable  ftate  of  our  pub- 
Mc  force,  he  charged  his  Majefty's  Miniftcis  with  the  grofl^ 
eft  inattention  and  laftitude  towards  our  foreign  pofteftions. 
For,  loudly  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  exulted  in 
the  fucceffes  of  our  arms  in  India,  he  feemed  to  forget 
that  the  almoft  defcncelefs  ftate  of  oor  Weft  India  poffef- 
fionsi  rendered  our  fecuriiy  in  that  important  quarter  cx- 
trehac-y  problematical;  while,  by  the  grofleft  inattention 
to  our  concerns  in  Africa,  dnd  notwitbftanding  the  boafted 
poileilion  of  ISOO  fliips  for  our  general  defence,  the  enemy 
had  been  fufFered  to  wreft  from  us  our  moft  important  pof- 
feiCon  in  that  quarter  of  the  gobe.  Towards  our  poffef- 
fions  in  Ceylon,  their  negligence  had  been  equally  reprc- 
henfible,  nor  was  it  at  all  certain  that  the  ifland  remained  at 
this  houi<in  our  pofleffion  ;  and  with  refercrice  to  our  re- 
cent fucceftes  in  India,  which  had  been  fo  much  the  fub- 
jeft  of  exultation,  it  was  yet  to  be  confidered  whether 
thofe  fuccefles  were  really  grounds  for  triumph  At  all 
events,  they  were  purchafed  at  an  expence  of  blood  and  of 
brave  men,  which  incrcafcd  the  ncccffity  of  recruiting  our 
forces  in  that  country  by  new  drains  upon  the  population  of 
this;  and  the  more  our  territories  were  extended,  the  greater 
would  be  that  neceflity  at  a  time  when  our  fituation  at  home 
rendered  it  the  more  embarrafGng  ;  while  the  more  extenfive 
our  new  acquifitions,  the  more  difficuh  their  defence,  and 
confequently  the  morq  uncertain  muft  be  the  permanence 
of  oiir  tenure.  The  hon.  Baronet  then  adverting  to  ihe 
ijtuaiion  of  our  home  affairs,  obferved,  that  through  the  in- 
competence of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  wc  were  reduced  to  a 
dilemma  unparalleled  in  ihe-hiftory  of  any  nation^    We  wer6 
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driiren^by  hisMajefty'^  Minifl^ers  out  of  a  peace  which  they, 
made,  and  did  Dot  know  how  to  keep»  but  which  they  ac- 
knowledged to  be  untenable,  into  a  war  which  they  knew  not 
how  to  condufiy  in  which  we  were  left  without  an  ally  ia 
the  w.orld.  We  were  carrying  on  that  wjir  by  «he  mort  ruih* 
ous  ard  inefficacious  fyftem  on.earih^^hat  of  »- block ade ; 
in  which  we  were  wearing  out  our  navy,  and  exhaufting  the 
fpiriis,  the  patienccy  the  vigour  of  our  n)en,  and  the  treafure 
of  our  country  ;  and  now,  Rnding  the  raiilng  of  €vtn  the  mi* 
Ittta  by  ballot  no  longer  pradicable,  it  was  propofed  to  refort 
to  bounties  upon  a  reduced  fcalei  which,  even  at  double  the 
rate,  had  been  found  inefieduaU  Such  a  fyftem  he  confidered 
as  ihcvitabry  ruinot^s  to  all  means  of  defence,  and  thought  it 
fthfohitely  necelFary  to  proceed  immediately  to  fome  aflivc 
operation,  and  t\o  ftrike  fome  blow  which  might  at  once  give 
aftiviiy  to  the  native  gallantry  of  our  troops  and  feamtn,  in- 
ftead  of  exhanfting  their  hopes  -and  fmking  their  fpirits  in  ^ 
tardy  and  inadive  vigilance  upon  the  preparatory  operations 
of  the  enemy.  He  would  call  upon  Miniflers  in  the  iangujge 
of  a  brave  and  experienced  (latefman  of  former  times — "  Si 
JJaSf  ingrcderex  ft  ingredyts^  eurr't  ;  ft  curriSy  tidvAa.'* 

Sir  IV.  Erjkitie  obferved,  that  while  Gentlemen  maintained 
that  nothing  had  been  done  for  the  defence  and  fecurity  of 
the  country,  he  (huuld  be  glad  to  hear  from  thofe  who  enter- 
tained that  opinion,  what  wifer  and  more  cffeflual  plan  they 
themfelves  had  \u  view  for  the  fame  deft rable  end.  As  to 
the  force  which  was  at  that  monig,nt  in  adivity,  he  was  con- 
vinced it  was  as  large  and  efficient  as  any  that  could  have  been 
provided  ;  and  he  had  every  jufl  ground  to  believe  that  not  a 
fingle  man  more  could  have  been  raifed  to  renderthc  difpofable 
force  rtiofe  mumerous.  When  Gentlemen  conceived  them- 
felves fo  very  ftrongly  founded  in  their  opinions,  was  he  not, 
he  (hould  adc,  as  ftrongly  jullified  in  calling  for  proofs  in  fup- 
port  of  their  aflertions  ? 

Sir  J,  ISewpft  declared  that  in  voting  for  the  bill  which 
Occupied  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  the  preceding  evening, 
he  did  give  that  vote  on  the  exprefs  underftanding  that  thd 
exchange  of  the  fervices  of  the  two  militias  Ihould  be  reci- 
procal. He  was  forry  to  obferve  from  the  refolutions  of  a 
numbtr  of  Gen^lcincn  of  the  highcft  refpeilabili'ty,  which 
bad  appeared  in  the  public  papers  of  that  day,  that  fuch  a  re- 
ciprocity of  fervtce  was  not  only  altogether  contrary  t6  iheW 
wiihcs,  but  that  they  were  determined  ftrenuoufly  to  refift  atly 
fuch  meafurc..   It  gave  him  the  greater  concern  to  find  fuch 
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a  refoludoo adopted^  as  hecoaceived  tbsttfats  redpfociiy  bf 
fi^rvice  wasefTeotial  to  tl^«  compleiionof  the  legUlative  union.* 
He  was  free  to  confefs  that  he  was  one  of  ihofe  who  t4)ougHt 
that  meafure  higlily  eligible  for  the  interefl$of  both  coun-' 
Kies  ;  but*  in  giving  his  vote  in  favoujr  of  it  he  looked  for- 
ward to  a  pertc^l  union  of  iatereds,  of  obje£ls«  apd  of  Itrength. 
,  in  wilhing  the  two  countries  to  be  united,  he  wasdefirous  to 
fee  all  divifjon  of  intereUs  deHroyed,  and  if  any  thing  could 
weaken  his  hopes  of  hairing  thefe  expe^tatigns  fulfilled,  ic 
would  be  the  refolutions  to  which  he  had  alluded.      He  waff 
the  more  furprifcd  that  confiderations  of  convenience,  or  it^ 
convenience,  ihould  have  led  (o  thefe  refoluiions»  when  he  re«- 
tlcdlcd   that  thofe,  Kublemen  and, Gentlemen  by  whom  they 
vrcre  paiTed  pofleiTed  a  deep  and   important   tutercft  in  the 
profperity  and  happinefs  of  Ireland.     He  hoped  that  thefe 
refolutions  would  not  be  adhered  to,  and  he  was  the  more 
emboldened  in  entertaining  thts  hope  from  the  laft  of  the  re- 
folutions, which  fcemed  to  intimate  that  though  thofe  who 
figned  the  refolutions  would  not  cunfent  to  any  meaAtre  of 
reciprocal  fervice  introduced  in  an  irregular  way,  they  would 
not  objcdt  to  it  when  regularly  fubroitted  to  the  confideration 
of  Parliament,  and  if  Parliament,  ihould  agree  to  any  a6l 
fan(5lioning  fuch  an  arrangement.     He  had  already  dated  lo 
the  Houfc  the  grounds  of  the  vote  of  the  prcceding^  night  on  a^ 
anothei  bill,  and  if  no  proportion  of  the  £nglfl1)  militia  was 
to  be  exchanged  for  the  militia  who  had  volunteered  their  fer-r 
vices  to  this  country,  he  Ihould  on  a  future  ftage  of  the  factie 
bill  feel  himfelf  perleflly  at  liberty  to  refill  its  uhcrior  progrefs.- 
It  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that  Ireland  wasexpofed  to  pe« 
111  ;   and  many  Members  admitted  that  this  peril  was  immi- 
nent in  ihe  great c(t  degree.     If  any  part  of  the  force  of  that 
part  of  the  united  empire  was  to  be  withdrawn,  it  furely  did  * 
not   require  much  argument  to  (hew  that  an  equal  number^ 
of  troops,  of  equal  difciplinc  and  efficiency,  (hould  be  afford- 
ed.    1  he   remnant  of  the  army  of  referve  could  not  furniih 
an  equivalent,   fuch  as  Ireland  had  a  right  to  ex peA  for  the- 
exchange  of  a  conliderabic  body  of  troops  acknowledged  on 
all  hands  to  be  efficient  in  every  part  of  military  difciplinc. 
Bui  further.  Members  would  keep  in  view,  that  while  it  was- 
propofed  to  fupply  the  deficiency  created  by  withdrawing  a 
certain  number  of  troops,  to  raife  an  additional  number  of 
ten  thoufand  militia,  a  large  proportion  of  new  regular  levies 
were  to, be  procured  from  the  fartic  market.     He  could  not 
vi?.w  this  in  any  oiber  li^ht  than  as  an  attempt  to  trifle  with 
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Ike  fccltcigs  and  temfirer  cff  the  people  of  Tfelafid ;  arid/  there->' 
forcy  iinlefs  an  adequate  retarn  was  to  be  made,  he  (hould 
not  only  teel  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  the  prefent  btll,  but  to  re« 
voke  the  vote  which  he  Ivad  given  in  favour  of  arrother  bill 
conneded  With  thitsget^aral  fubjed,  in  aftiture  ftage. 

Gtneral  Maitland  thought  that  an  hon.  Officer  who  began 
the  difcuiliony  and  an  hon.  Baronet  who  Jpoke  lad  but  two, 
bad  entered  on  the.  cdnftderacion  of  cn^ny  pornis  which  wero 
toialiy  unconneded  with  the  real  queftion  before  the  Houfe. 
He  did  not  deny  their  right  to  allude  to  thefe  points,  but  con-* 
tended  that  the  confide  rat  iof%  of  them  would,  confidently  with 
prudeiKe,  have  been  much  better  deferred  to  a  future  oppor* 
tunity.  A  great  deal  had  been  faid about  the  inefficiency  of 
our.regular  army  :  for  hrs  own  part  he  perfcflly  agreed  with* 
an  hon.  Baronet  who  had  fpoken  lately  (Sir  W.  Erfkine),  that 
thofe  who  were  fo  loud  in  their  objedions  againfl  the  Mt*i 
nifters,  for  not  raifing  the  army  beyond  what  it  now  was, 
were  bound  in  confiftency  to  point  out  fome  plan  by  which  thefe 
de&ciencies  might  be  fupplied.  Till  they  did  fubmit  fuch  a 
pian«  be  really  could  not  fee  what  right  ihey  had  to  infer  that 
MioiRers  liad  not  ma^e  every  poffible  exertion  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  When  Gentlemen  talked  fo  much  of  the  fmall  number 
of  our  difpofable  force,  they  ought  to  keep  in  view  the  means 
by  which  any  Adminiflration,  with  the  mod  flrenuous  Exer- 
tions, were  able  to  increafe  its  numbers  and  efficiency. 
It  was  to  be  confrdered  that  tlve  proportion  of  the  population 
of  the  country  at  ihi-s  moment  amenable  to  aAual  fervice 
was  not  contiilerable ;  that  there  were  circumdahces  in  our 
general  fituatlon  which  were  hoflite  to  the  augmentation  of 
our  regular  regiments ;  that  the  progrefs  of  wealth  and  the 
application  of  produdive  labour  muft  indifpofe  the  lower  or- 
ders from  entering  into  a  military  life.  This  was  an  argu- 
ment which  it  was  very  fair  to  urge,  with  refpeft  to  any  fup- 
pofed  deficiencies  in  our  regular  force  at  the  prefent  moment. 
But  it  Was  nothing  more  than  jiifl  to  look  at  what  had  been 
done  in  former  times,  and  under  former  AdminiftrationSi  to 
increafethe  regular  force  of  the  country.  In  taking  thisre- 
vicW»  he  had  00  intention  to  criminate  former  Minifters  for 
any  improper  want  of  vigilance  and  Exertion.  But,  Comr 
paring  the  exertions  made  by  the  late  Adminiflration,  at  the 
commeacement  of  the  late  war,  when  the  augmentation  of 
the  difpofable  force  was  the  great  obje£l  in  view,  with  what 
had  been  done  by  his  Majefty's  prefent  fervants,  he  had  ho 
hcfiution  in  faying,  that  the  obje^Slions  urged  againfi  the  pre- 
fent 
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feht  deficiency  o(  our  oifpbfable  force  were  altogether  uhIm 
tisfii&ory.  aod^Jiieoocluiiirc<     In  itiakiag  this.obifejrvati|un,.  |i«, 
begged  to  fflf  ;thaLhe  stUud^fim  nicraly  to.  the  qiimber  oi 
addttioxtal  mfln  procured, r  but- OO; the  quality  aad  c^Q^poQcbii 
parts  of  our  regular  army.     Ic  would  not  be  xieoied  tn^t,  la 
many  of  the  reguuents  cofpfofing  the  armyof  refer^e^  the 
quaiity  of  the  oiea  w»$f  not  fo  good  as  could  be  de fired ;  but 
ac  the  fi^me.time  he  could  not  by.  any  means  coincide  in  thv 
general  <:ecifurc  p^fkd  on  the  aimy  of  referve  by'  his  hon. 
Friend  who  opened  the  dircu(rion.    If  he  had  inquired  ^  liiile^ 
fiior«  accurately  into  the.fubjei^)  he  would  have  found  that 
the  tnfeidorityof  the  prefertt  regicnenisof  tbsarmy  ofrefervQ 
arofe  «ut  of  arrangements   which  did  his  Royal  Highner^ 
the  Conunander  in* Chief  the  higheft  honour  and  credit.  The 
h&  wa$,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  had    feleSed  out  of  the 
general' aggregate  of  the  men  raifed  for  the  army  of  refervp 
about  twenty-two  thoufand  oieQ,  to  be  incorporated  with  le^ 
condhattalions  of  old  regiments*     OF  the  men  fo  fele^^cdy  k9 
wiflied  the  hon.  Officer  and  the  Uoufe  at  large  to  underftandt 
tbarafineif  body  of  men  never  was  incorporated  with  therer 
gular  army  either  of  this  or  any  country  in  modem  Europe.     It 
was  true  there  were  i6  regiments  of  the  army  of  referve»  the 
troops  of  which  were  of  ain  inferior  qt^ality.    But  the  whole 
number  of  fuch.troops»  according  to  the  lateft  returns,  was 
not  much  above  fix  thoufand  men.     It  was  to  be  confidered 
alfot  that  fifch  inconveniencies  could  not  be  avoided  by  any 
f  offible  arrangement  fot  the  management  of  the  recruiting 
fervice.     He  could  flate  feveral  inftances  of  a  fimilar  defict* 
eocy  under  fortner  AdminiftrMions  ;  and  while  be  adverted 
to  thera,  he  meant  no  charge  of  eriiT\inal  negligeooe.     His 
only  view  in  referring  to  them  was,  to  (hew  thai  the  exifience 
of  deficiencies  was  no  pi'oof  of  want  of  vigilance  ocadiviiy  :. 
during  the  late  war  the  nomioai  amount  of  regiments  of  the 
line  was  a  hundred  and  fixry»  but  the  pofitive  amount  of  our 
vegular  force  did  not  exceed  nineiy*four  thoufand.     In  coq- 
fequence  of  the  exifience  of  this  deficiency,  his  Royal  H^li« 
nefs  the  Commander  in  Chief  determined  on  a  confolidaiioa 
of  the  regiments  particularly  deficient  in  their  coitiplemenc  of 
nembers.     7  he  mode  in  which  this  arrangement  was  to  t>e 
carried  into  effe6t>   confided  in  the  confolidaiion  of  no  lefs 
than  fifty- three  regiments,  fo  that  the  whole  number  of  regi* 
^ments  was  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  Cix.  What  .wa&  the  coa^ 
Sequence  of  this  confoKdation  ?     Out  of  the  fi^ty  three  jegi* 
WiK«coalbUdated|  which  ought:  to  have  amounted  to.thirty* 
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tjfifec  thotifiiTid  men,  the  whol6  efficient  no mbers  were  not 
greAier  timn  feven  t^houfand  fivt  huadrdd.  tn  ftating  tb^^fe 
fadisi  he  did  iSot  blame  Yhe  Oorerndnerit,  but  p^ly  to  (hew 
that  ifi  d(jt  of  To  great  a  proportion  of  regiments^  the  traflft 
and dr'ofV bore  fo large 'jipropbrtioOp  it  was  neither Tairnqr 

}'uft  to  attach  blame  to  MiniRers  fortheir.conduSlofahe  oaiV 
Itary  fuppires  of  (he  Country.  It  would  not  be  d'eoied,  that 
the  augmentation  of  our  difpof^ie  force  wasanobje£l  htgh;> 
ly  deCVable ;  but  ihe  t>nly  plan  v^hich  at  all  Teemed  to  luck)  ti 
eome  up' to  the  idea  of  many  of  thofe  Genilemen,  who  lyec^ 
moil  decided  in  thetir  oppofition  to  MInifters,  .would  be>  plan 
founded  in  thd  otter  annihilation  of  the  trade,  o^tRe  we^llh. 
of  the  induftry  of  the  empire.  Thefe  obfei^yations  h«  hjia 
thought' It  his  duty  to  adduce  geoerally,  as  to  the  objefiWni 
Advanced  againft  the  prefent  military  fyfiem*  '  A<lvcf iin^ 
more  particularly  to  the  meafure  immediately  before  ibc 
Houfe/  he  had  to  flat*,  that  miny  of  the  obieaions  again^ 
the  adccprance  of  the  offers  of  the  Irlfli  iriilitia  regiment^ 
and  the  augmentation  of  that  fpeCtes  of  national, ferce»piQ| 
ceeded  on  a  complete  mirapprehenfion.  It  was  urged  agaui^ 
the  acceptance  of  rheie  offers,  that  delibeiativc  poweiip 
were  inConfiftent  with  the  eAabllfliment  of  a  regufar  army^ 
Ttic^  general  truth  of  the  pofition  he  did  not  mean  to  jeoyi 
but  he  certainly  fett  it  his  duty  to  controvert  theapplicatioa 
which  had  been  attached  to  it.  It  was  true  In  the  theory  of 
an  army,  that  deliberative  powers  were  excluded.  Tho  pffir 
<:ers*and  men  were  theorertcally  excluded  from  the  right  ei- 
ther of  aAing  or  thfhkifig  in  their  military  capacity*  be- 
yond what  the  Commander  in  Chief  thought  proper  to  al- 
low. In  particular  circuniftances  ofbraflice,  this  theory  was 
never  attempted  to  be  carried  into  eflkia-  He  might  inftance 
many  a  cife  where  this  was  the  praiftice  of  the  army,  but  oue 
ar  Two  fl/lklbg'ex'amples  would'be  amply  futficicnt  for  his 
irgtimtnt.  '  It  was  in  the  moment  of  the  moil  imminent 
danger,  that  \hc  theorencal  putt  of  the  conAituiion  of  a  re- 
gultr  army  wa$  neccffarily  fufpended.  When  it  was  Heicf- 
inined  that  a*  particular  place  (hould  be  carried  by  ftorm,  it 
wa^  theo^^ically  above  all  things  neceiTary,  that  all  dclibem* 
'  itveph^ei's  iti  an  army  ftoutd  ceafe.  But  this  was  the  very 
cri^^  whtn;  slccnrding  to  the  practice  of  all  regular  mmiPh 
the  pbwerof'voluntary  determination  was  allowed-  The 
fiftii^  th'lhi'^lmAc  plice  a#  to  ihte  b<idV  of  the  army  lo  be  cat* 
jf'ed  Wtlit'wftrrks  M  a  ficg^.  The'hon.  Gcheral  proceeded 
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tealhide  next  to  fome  arguments  calculated  to  (hew  the  defi- 
ctency  of  our  military  eftablifhtneDt  in  theEaft  aiid  Weft 
TtKile«.  As  to  the  pjrefent  fuuatioa  of  St.Domingo,  he  took 
oil  himfelf  to  aflert,  that  the  number  of  BniiOi  troops  to  be- 
kvpt  up  in  f  he  Wed  Indies,  ought  to  be  lefs  than  at  any  former 
period.  He  could  hard'y  conceive  »t  poflible  to  argue,  that 
WitK felaf ion  toother  objeds  in  the  Weft  indies^  our  force 
vras  at  aTI  jhadeonate  to  the  accomplifhment  of  every  BritiftT 
inlfpl>fe.  '  The  Houfe  were  aware  of  the  ^tdvanuge^  gained 
in  (IiHt  quarter  of  the  world  (ince  the  commencement  of  the 
War,  and  he  would  pur  it  fairly  to  the  candour  of  any  hon. 
'Member,  whether  advantages  of  fa  important  a  nature  had 
ever  beeh  gained  within  the  fame  period.  An  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  J.  Wrottefley)  had  taken  notice  of  the  capture  of  a  fmatl 
fttdement  on  the  coafi  of  Africa.  He  was  willing  to  admit, 
M  the  authority  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  for  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  matter  from  any  other  quarter,  that  fuch  an  advantage 
had  been  gained  by  the  enemy  ,  but  what  did  this  at  a(l  prove 
arto  the  general  means  of  our  defence  both  with  refped  \o 
ihitf^^oOhtry  and  our  foreign  poiTeflions }  Nothing  was  more 
ilfythah  to  account  for  this  partial  advantage  of  the  enemy. 
It  arofe  folefy  from. this  plain  cirbumftance,  which  was  com- 
mon in  every  War,  that  Qur  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Af- 
rica were  theleaft  valuable  of  our  pofleflions,  and  occupyinff 
the  finalteft  degree  of  attention^  were  the  moft  likely^  to  fall 
into  thehands  of  the  enemy,  however  inconfiderable  the  force 
by  which  they  were  ^attacked.  The  hon.  Gentleman  next 
referred  to  the  fituation  of  our  aflfairs  in  India.  He  wa$  ut- 
teriy  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  on  what  poffible  ground  a  charge  of 
the  infufficiency  of  our  force  in  India  could  be  brought  for- 
ward. He  needed  not  to  enlarge  on  the  brilliant  and  impor- 
tant victories  obtained  by  the  gallantry  of  our  forces  in  that 
J|uarter  of  the  world.  When,  however,  he  flaied  what  ^ 
mall  proportion  of  European  firoops  were  engaged  in  thefe 
fervices,  the  Houfe  muft  fee  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  out'  Eaftern  dominions  had  taken  no  ftep  which  could  at 
all  endanger  th'eir  fectuity.  He  had  to  Rate  then,  according 
to  the  moft  recenr  accounts  which  had  reached  him,  that  in 
alt  the  brilliant  engagements  which  had  taken  place  on  the 
continent  of  India,  not  qiore  thaafive  thoufand  out  of  twenty, 
two  thoufand  European  troops  in  oi*r  pay  had,  in  any  in- 
fiance,  been  engaged.  He  appealed  to  the  Houfe  whether 
there  could  be  a  mote  cpnclufive  proof  that  any  objedion 
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agamftthc  date  of  our  miiitarjr  defence  aqd  (late  of  jprepa«> 
ration  in  India  was  totally  unfoutided.  The  hon*  Gentk- 
man  concluded  by  offering  a  few^obfervatioiis  in  favour  of 
tlie  biiL  His  argument  on  this  point  wasgeneraUy  that,  hf 
the  adoption  uf  the  mearure,  ten  ihourantf  /egtilar'Ntroopf 
Woutd  be  lti\  difpofable  for  any  generatpurpofe*  «• 

Mr.  J 'ox  began  by  ad  Verting   to  the  obferya^oai^  -whkh* 
had  been  made  refpe£ting  a  meeting  of  thofe  principaHy  <oir» 
cerned  in  the  fupport  of  the  militia  fyftenii  and  the  itfokfrr 
tions  whica  th;y  had  entered  into  on  the  fubjcc^.     He  e»^'* 
prefled  his  adonilhment  at  the  language  employed  that  eveiH' 
ing  by  an  hun  Member  on  the  fame  bench  with  bimf^if  (Sfr 
W.  Kerne),  and  another  hon   Member  behind  hiiB  (Cotofiel< 
Hutchinfon),  as  to  the  motives  by  which  fhefo  refdiutiooi* 
were  fuggefled      It   feemed   to  be  taken   for  grantedi  ihaf^ 
mere  confiderationsof  incunvenience.gave  rrfe  iq  the<l«iefmi»* 
nation  of  the  very  refpedable  b(fdy  of  individuals  to>  wtueb  be 
had  referred.     But  he  begged  leave  folemnly  to  proicft  ag$ififlr 
any  fuch  inference,     Was  it  not  pollible  that  the/iobte  Uii^ 
hon.  perfons  who  had  come  to  thefe  refolutions  did  fo  ittdO'«>' 
pendent  of  every  idea  of  individual  inconvenieooc  ?     Waslt- 
not  poffible  that  their  oppofition  to  a  tneafure  for  the  •real*  ' 
procity  of  the  fervices  of  the  Englifh  and  Irifli  militias  wasr 
fuuudjcd  on  ft  iftconftitutional  principles,  and  in  perfe£l  coo** 
formry  t^>  the  tundameivtal  laws  of  the  militia  fyftem-?  Were^ 
the  Ni)blemen  and  Gentlemen  of  England  to  bear  the  inft.' 
nuatiua  caft  out  agamft  them,  that  they  refufed  to  volun* 
teer  the  fervices  of  the  miliMa  regiments  which   they  com-' 
manded,  becaufe  they  were  uii willing  to  forego  the  pleafures 
of  their  horfes  and  their  hounds  ?     Was  it  neceffiry  for  htna 
to  mention  th^  names  of  thofe  who  had  (fgned  the  refolu- 
tions,  to  fhew  that  tu.ch  an  idea  was  tha  to  be  entertained  for 
a  fingie  moment  ?    Enough  indeed  had  been  faid  by  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  had  attributed  the  refolutions  to  at^y  idea  of- 
inconvenience,  to  (hew  that  fuuh  a  fuppofition   was  wholly 
groundlcfs.     It  had  been  admitted. that  the  noble  and  hon.' 
perfons  wh.o  figned  the  refolutions,  poflTcffed  a  very  great  in- 
tereft  in  the  fafpty  of  Ireland.     From  that  oartof  the  empire 
tlicy  dcjtvcd  the  greateft  part  of  their  influence,  as  well  as 
the  mod  important  fource  of  their  property.     Wa^  it  to  bat. 
conceived  theii,  that  ifi  rcfufiiig  the  offers  of  the  .militiaof.  • 
Eugljand  to  jer^ve  in  Ireland,  they  were  jiftuated  by  any  ^Gonfi-.f 
cferatipnsof  perfonal  jncpnvenience  ?    No  n>an  cotrfd  foriouf- 
ly  hoHfuch  an  opinion.     He  was  coafident  thai  every  man. 
^        -  3  I  2  *  who 
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'  wIM^MMEMf^M  Ihe  fubjeft  niuft  be  foroed  to  almif, 
''that;  itihTeiby  Whdm  tbe  refolutioos  were  fign#d  had  every 
'  '^otWe  to  froiride  tor  the  fecurityof  Ireland^  not  merety  from 
'  <^rideratldfi9  of  imereft,  but  from  wcH  digefied  views  of  the 
Vllue  c>r  Ireliar^d  ns  a  materhd  and  eifeOual  part  of  the  Bricifli 
empirtf.  He  ipooomehded  the  refolufions  entered  into  oa  this 
blt»ad<:on(liiuitqinal  principle,  and  he  Qiould  certomly  con- 
cur *iu  refiilifig  any  meaTUre  by  which  the  prloeiplcB  of  the 
tnilitia  eftablithment  n)ight  be  violated  without  fuU  and  fair 
Hifcuflton.  (Gentlemen  who  iupporied  the  propriety  of  ac- 
cepting theofTefs  of  the  Irifli  tnilitia,  proceeded  oi>  i  he  prfn* 
dpie  thst  the  fervices  of  the  militia  of  both  countries  Were 
t4>  be  teciprocally  exchanged.  This  was,  however,  an  opU 
nion  aflumed '  without  the  iligbeft  evidence.  This  was  ^ 
qoedion  which  had  never  at  ail  come  under  any  general  parlia* 
mentary  confideilatioo.  The  quefiioo  was  oneof  the highcft 
ietportance  ;  but  it  was  not  to  be  difpofcd  of  io  the*  way  for 

-  which  ihefe  Gentlemen  were  fo  anaioiia  to  contend.     It  4)Vas 
r   not-  by  the  bili  now  before  the  Houfe  that  if  was  to  be  deter- 
mined.   If  the  general  quefliooof  the  policy  and  expedieocy 
of  thertfctprocal  fervices  of  the  two  militias  was  to  be  brought 
forwardt  let  it  be  fully,  fairly,  and  impartially  coofideted ; 

'  but  let  it  not  be  taken  for  granted  that  aity  fuch  tmderflatid- 
log  of  the  principlei  of  the  union  as  that  contended  for  dbes 
at   all  exift.     An  hon.  Member  (Colonel  Hutchinfoe)  had 

-  talked  a  good  deal  of  the  beneficial  confequeoces  which 
would  refult  from  the  introdiiAion  of  the  Irifli  militia  into 
this  country^  and  the  new  habits  and  opinions  which  ftKh  a 
tnearure^wdoid  infpire.  He  could  not  help  chinking  this 
rather  a  romantic  view  of  the  fubje£t,  and  he  had  never  heard 
it  urged  as  one  of  the  benefits  which  would  refuli  from  the 
union.'  Hitherto,  indeed,  he  had  never  heard  of  any  beoefit 
reruUing  from  the  union,  with  the  exception  of  this  foliiary 
one,  that  Ireland  had  been  deprived  of  her  local  Lcgiflature. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  that  he  did  not  think  many  of  the  ads 
of  that  Legillature  very  laudable  ;  but  he  muft  in  candour  be 
permitted  w  fay,  that  hitherto  the  meafure  of  the  uimm  had 
not  received  a  fair  trial.  7*h<^re  who  iniroHuced  the  meafUie 
into  this  Houfe,  had  held  out  a  profpe^!  to  Gentlemen  here,  and 
more  circuiroiifly  to  the  Members  of  theParliamentof  Iieiaiid» 
thai  the  meafure  of  union  would  be  incnmpletei  independent 

'  6f  ulterior  arrangements:     Refpeding  the  meaAife  iiA:lf,  he 

"wiflteirnot  'n<^w  to  enlarge^  as  he  hadtior  attenHed  the  dif<ftif» 

fiou  wlri^ih  ii^ad  created.  '  He  wOuld  hovlreiftr  rtp^iti^at 
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it  'had  aol  feM$vf4  s  fiiiri  |rUI*  ^  HctroiuA  bepcmMflfA^re 
to  add,  tbat  ia  bU  opHlip^.^hfl  wV>n  of  thU.cpuolfy.  w^b^ 
Ireland. was  «  ai^arure  jvca^qaliy  iiff(K»($^le^  jlrcla^d .i^y  n 
couairy  too£JCtenrivc.  ta  adoau  qi  fuch  a  uQion^  aad  the  Cyjjacm 
of  reprefenuti9n  aqG<()ary  to.cariy  u  i^laeffe^  qf)iii(l^;it* 
tended  whh  ififuraiiouniable  dilii(;pUies«  JLi  waa  coAtr^r^  to 
the  nature  of  thiiigt  to  expe^  ^ay  iiopoct^pt  benefit^  C(pm  if* 
As  far  as  affimilatioQ  of  .nuD^eri/apfl  an.iQcreafq  of  ji^uuial 
confidence  were  cooceraed»  be  nEiljjbt  ^put  jt  19  the /candour  o£ 
any  Gentleoiaa  todecUrev  wbeiber  any  aJvantage^d  hither-; 
to  been  attained  either  tolrelii^d  or  the  empire  at^.largc« 
Under  the  prefeot  circumftancies^if  abe  Government  of  lie* 
land,  it  was  indeed  utterly  im{K)(SbU  that  any  confidence. or 
uoion  of  fentUnent  could  exift ;  when  the  Lord  Chaai;c4oc 
of  Ireland  took  on  himfelf  to  infuU  the  feelings  pf  thsee- 
fourths  of  the  people,  by  telling  .them  that  they  could  nf>t  be 
good  fobjeds  to  their  King  without  violating  their  ifi^ytf)^  the 

^  God  whom  they  adored  i  that  they  could  i^ot  ,.be  faith^id  to 
the  Briulb  conftituiion  without  renouncing  the  rdij^n  they 
profcfled.  The  tranquillity  of  Irelandt  therefore,  undlfi'  fucl^ 
m  Governni«nt,  could  opiy  djepend  on  the  fame  ^ea^uret 
whidi  now  cxided  in  that  country,  and  by  the  protraction 
qf  the  (aaie  meadires  of  coercion  which  Mintft^s  them&lves 
had.  called  for  as  appiicablo  to  ibe  circumllances  of  that  par( 
of  theempire.^^^aviogioilbed  thefo  general  ohfervati(^i)9» 
Mf*  Fox  proceeded  to  the  mojre  direft  conGderationpOhe 
bilK  After. adverting  to  the  fallacy  of  an  argument^ .ihat 
there  was  no  diftin&ion  betwixt  a  body  of  Irilb  tehciblcs  ^nd 
Iriih  militiai  he  dated,  his  views  of  thefe.  general  ofiexf  of,ex«» 
teflon  pf  fervices*  It  was  clear  that  fuch  oiSsrs  of  ^xtfiid- 
ed  (ervice  were  obtained  by  means  which  could  not  be  jiuili- 
fied  onconftituiional  principles.  It  had  been  very  properly 
ob^eAed  (o  this  meafure,  that  it  encouraged,  the  pra^ice  of 
deliberation  in  military  bodies,  which  was  allowed  on  all 
hands  to  be  iiKxpedient  and  impolitic.  But  his  bqn.  Friend 
(General  Maitland)  had  endeavoured  to  do  away  this  objec* 

.  lion  by  a  fort  of  argument  which  he  could  not  help  confider. 
ing  a  little  extraordinary.  He  had  dated  tbat»  in  certain 
taks,  particularly  on  occaHons  when  fom^  hazardous  enter. 
pri£e  was  to  be  attempted,  the  right  of  deliberation  was  al- 
lowed among  foldierfi.  This  waSp  to  be  furega  very  ap|))ica- 
hie  argument !    In  the  cafe  of  the  militiay  you  have  np  i^gbt 

.10 call  foir  tbeex^eofieii  of  their  (esvices,  Vou  cannot. cp^i^ 
fel  tbciD  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  their  original  i^grcement. 

^    but 
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Btif  thongh  pofleflrag  nopower  of  comrot.or  compulfion, 
focj^ifoi^  yatS'CjteviTs,  ioS  hjtnttntofxht  tt^od  cxttidrii^ 
iMfkinA;  yon  ^«*6>v^il«tf  ^furm  eacxictfd  tW  litets  of  thcl^ 
ferriecs:     Iti'tteolh^  Ciaftof  rcgttfir  fddieft,  eV^ry  man/ 
liHi^her  »  f>f)tfiflfif^  *  lidt.^is  botinrf  td  go  bii '  vrhat^Ve^ 
int/j/  is  ^f<aritecd  te-liith;  *bwc?cf  difficiin ?    Wheti  ah  en-* 
lefprife  of  dMRctitiy  thd  thngcfrtr  tti  5e  iHidertaken,  The 
n'otires  of  iMioiir  iM  fi^aW  ate  hcW  forth  toirrriiiiate  thi 
whmrsryoffi^sdf  individoalit  of  mdre  coartgeou^  a'ndderei^' 
iniMd  fpWK     But  whak  analogy  Was  thetef ,  he  tfcfired  lo  aik, 
'Mmxt  ftrch:an  offer  and  the  btkr  of  ih^  miHffa  regiofdnis    • 
of*  Indattd  to  cxttond  their  fervices  •  to  this  country  ? '    No 
Oentieman  -Would  furely  prctctid'that,  to  v  Itjnteer  fhclr  fcr-* 
vice  io  this  country  under  the  prcfcnt  circumftanccs  of  ihd' 
ttrtplrti  iv3>8'thc  part  either  of  Ironour  orof  danger.     If  anj^ 
part* ©ft>iee<npir<i  was  ex pofed  io  danger,  furely  this  conn  ry 
was^otlnfd  perilous  a  ftate  as  Ireland,     t^is  hon.  Fiiend 
lJtd"^lfcjded  to  the  exertions  Vnade  by  the  prefcnt  fe'rvanis  of^ 
the  Cfourn  during  the  lift  yeir,  atid  had  relcrred  to  the  fiic-' 
cctTca  whifeh  had'crovmed  bur  ttrxhs,  as  a  proof  of  their  not 
hUtig  ddftctent  in  energy.     This  ivas  a  fpecres  of  argument- 
whh^  was  really  good  for  nothing,  as  applicable  to  a  gene- 
rat  conclufion.    He  did  not  profefs?  fo  be  intimately  acquaint-" 
ii  wi'tfi  date?,  but  he  wotrld  refer  to  the  year  I780,  when  uri- 
foiriunat^lj'we  comnrcncedhrtftilitrcs  with  the  Datcli  H<^pubV 
Ho.  *  Ift- that  year  we  made    OHmeroo^  tonquefts  firoofi  the 
D^ch,  both  in  the  Weft  and  Eaft   Indies.     We  got  poflTcf- 
ffdft  <>f"Sf..  Euftatius  and  DemeVara,   wirh  other  ret tlcrhcnis, 
wMch  he  needed  nor  at  the  moment  cfiumerate.     But  "of 
whaV^^^^'  ^^^^  ^^^^  conqtiefts  ?    The  nature  of  the  peace   ^ 
aftei^wardsrondtided,  was  thebcft  anfwef  to  this  quefticTn,' 
He  had  only  x6  dcfire,  that  the  fame  principle  (hoiild  be  ip- 
plied  10  the  conqucfts^  madfc  (rnde  the  commencetncpt  of  the  * 
prtjflint  war,  oti  which  rofanichHdrefs  had  been  laid  by^  his 
hon*  Friend.     As  to  our-  fufcceircs  In  the  Eaft  IncJies,  lie  'Brg^ 
ged  leave  to  make  a  few  oHferVatlotts.     That  the  viSorics, 
of  which  recent  accounts  had  been  received,  were  in  tbem- 
fttVes  highly  briHtant,   he  vras  far  from   wifhlng  ko  <leh^.   " 
Whartheirconfcqticni^e  might  be,  or  how  far  the  dtfflruc-' 
tinti  offhe  power  of  the  Nfahrkttas  in  India  was  a  politic' or" 
expedient  meaffirc,  he Tjeggid  the  Houfe  to  undcrftand^h^t 
af>rcfent  he  offen-d   mf  cyplnion.*    Hi;  rtffcrved  hirnfelf  <^n  ' 
tt^fe'p«?fit^*tiir^he  HrtmK  ^sfri t)dflcffi6rt  of  fulftHnlFofnia.''" 
tiryn  •''MVh6\vrvcr  agrefcdtiflh  the'aVgutnchtsof  a'Vofihy 
^■-      :     .        •-  *      \  ^    Baronet 
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B^rpnet  (Six  J.  Wfot^acy>o«,  diU  r¥i0«a»'A)Mit  (ii4  Site  of 
PUT,  pone()ioD»  in  India  wai^  •rim^ffUli-poiAiit  iMibc'tfotifi^lfln: 
cd  w,hen  ^ftirnating  the  ap^DUDt.of  our  Mi|li<ary  eftablKkHMNit^ 
It  wssx)uite  cle^y  whfthex  ihe  w^  iA  If^^wm  prouiAddi 
oc  whetbecour  cmpiie  i&  Hindaft^n  ,w#^:(^«tffidcd^  «l|ef4 
would  bean  eapal  ncQcO^ij/t^fqr  geinf^flf^mfVMs. iiromthis 
country i^*  He  therefore  w^%  furpiri£|d  artb^  4ai|giiagf>  heU. 
by  hishoo.  Fricpdon  tbif  A»l^^--*(ThfibiiOMM««»h^^ 
on  Jo  aoimiidvert  po  4he  Qio^c.i^  f»\AcU  \b9bi\l  m^n  \Mim 
ductd.    t^c  obXervcd,  thatull  s^fub^ituteiWi^fAMiMl  £Qfv^iii# 
piilitia  Tvbo;^ere  to  voiuntcei' t|)eir  ferviGsa  .jlp^this  counlrfi 
the  prefent  meafure  coald  nor  be  entertained.  .  But  Mkilfter^ 
had  thought  proper  to  proceed  on  Another  principle  ( 'and  be^ 
ffre  they  had  o^ade  the  lead  fiwlCion  for  (UpplyiQg>tbii4eii«r 
ciency  created  by  the  vol^otiiry  offers  of  e^Moitod  fenrio%, 
they  hurried  on  the  difcuffion  of  ihefaccepfanc^of  ibofe  ofert. 
But  bere.;t(\ey  jufiified  tbwUeUreson  tbog^Hlo^  U|at  4t  wai 
neceflary  tp  prOvid^  for  any  fuddien  emergeiicy  of  ifi^i(|i(U>«/ 
This  feally  wa$  a  moA  finguja/  niode  of  procfedin^-,  iW^fC 
Mioifter^  to  be  informed,  that  4{  England  were  inva^,  owl: 
the  preparations  againft  Ireland  defeated^  4ha(itbp«e.4Mena 
thirty  thoufand  regular  troops  whoTe  rervices.coold.  b0  immc^  - 
dia^ly  orderedl  to  this  country^  .  It  w.ouV4.no^  t|n,<hpM> 
that  theferyices  of  thefe  troops  :W^i(e  ei}ual-.to4h^£(x«ioes  ^  • 
the  Iri(b  ntilitiay  without  go4i^(.  fo  far  a«  tp^l^y.  th«A  tfaif 
were  n)ucl)  fpperior.     If  this  w^  the  cafe^^t^e  pwji^t  |o  iho  • 
comrnon  jretife  p(  the  Hou(c  wbetb(«r,  at  U^M  ^e  4>r#fiMil 
momenip  the  .meafure^  was  at  all  neceflary  ?    :He  agaioi  OM* 
jured  the  Hot^fe  not  to  liften  to  tbeide^of  itdp^^tk^fftyio^ 
in  the^tnilitiaji  till  a^  foleini)  deciilon  of  tbe  JUe§i£Ui«K^«  wat 
obtained.     It  was  (Angular,  that  3^41  and  even  ^  months  bg^ 
•lapied  fince  foipe  of  thefe  offers.had  b«en  cpade  ^  bmt  notw;*^ . 
for  the  fir(t  (ime,  were  ibey  publicly  brougUl  furwarii,    {{• 
deprecated  any  attempt  to  entrap  ^u  Hou(e«io  their  4n^ifioft  * 
on  the  general  principle, and  therefore  would  refift  thepartinl 
meafure  calculated  10  intei  feie  wiih  a  glicRe^al  principle,     Jft  . 
conclufioi),  the  hon-  Member  noticed  the  imt>ecility  qf  4l|4 
vtcWsj  pian^,  and  preparations  of  MiniAers.     He>ogotefl4V 
cd  that  they  couki  neither  maintain  pface,  nor  p^t  (bfc^fuqr 
in  an  altitude  for  war.     He  declared,  that,(o  ftK;h  ^fHvniHI^  • 
was  tbe  country  reducedt  that  all  ,tbe>  abilities  of  tbf  co^a^iy    . 
were  inadequate  to  frasie  ,ar)ef^fures  to  br|^)g  to  .a  ^siui)aHl»-' 
iflue  a  war  which,  by  wifdom  and  vigour,.might  hat^bee^ 
avo.dcd.     He  adverted  to  the  inability  of  MiniAerj*     Ho 
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litMolfee^H  Much  ift-th*  haMitt  df  enlarghlg^wi  >b«f^  Wkrit 
dfiftlKl^r;  t>«it  ibiMviMl'fidiill^Ri'SrMtK  rt^ rfte^Med- •etf^  • 
t0ttdty'  <H^  aU^^aifidfts.    Thfa 'kthabtlitjr  (yirt  hitft  ill  mlfrf 

digiteg.  Thb^Ktfle '  geh^t^M  feM  hliiifi<If  riAiei^  coiifidmM 
iria Mrt«nti|Mu6os light ^/^he ittigkty  collHi^s.by  WhiM)  tit 
wtf  (litTdtinded.  He,  boWV^ifrf4efttmilM%of6t  «he  befttf 
of  tkem  by  ibatilgem.  He  nt<t/t4iit^f  TnfonMd  bh  Mrijefty, 
that  thdcrgh  flhUll^  in  ftature^tie  Was  able  <n  Mi  d^^fi  toiintry 
to  dcr  is  tnitch^  fhf fchief  a^  th^  targM  of  af i  h1^  ih^hty  dmr- 
tien^(h  l&Mlkugh).  '  Mf.  PM  declared  ttef  he  AouM'Mte 
•gainffibeMll.  •  :...  -    j    :  .. 

Mr;  W.  Keene  explained^  i«  did  Si^  Jnhir  Newpiirr,  bocb 
of  whom  profefled  (he  hi^heft^ferpea  fdr  the  ffttdlvfdliahirf 
vrikxM  theRM^irigalhKled'tdbyffie  hon.  Member  cohMdl. ' 

Obi.  Craufufd  alfoeajpflaririetf. 

The  X^aneM^  ^f-  ihe  Exehtjtttf  biegan  by  ftari%tlM  ihk 
hon.  Getitletnlan  On  Ihe  f^ppoTtte  fide  had  thobghi  pioper  hf 
lAfroducd,  tipdn^hiteecafldlt,  a-vatiety  of  topiest  but  Had  bea 
,  ftoweid  iflsry  littte  df Ms  aitentibtt  upoti  the  ftthfeafirtwirffatfo- 
'  ly  before  ihe  Hotile.     The  Hotf.  G<!ntleisfafr'  had  aArMb«  JK 
cOtHMoii  with  others  ni'ho  fapj^orted  \At  opttiion,  ihat  Mihi^ 
iteM'  had  entirely  devoted  thefr  confideratlbn  to  the  etrffhii 
and  volfioteers,  birt  overlo^ed  the  means  of  aogntentttigf  the 
legnlar  troopa ;  bot  what  was  the  faA  ?  whyi  that  his  tMM 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Yorke)  had/ at  the  time-that  ke^ttt^opoM 
the  itieafure  how  under  d{(cofli<M;  accompanied  the-bropoln  ^ 
lion  With  a  ftatement  cX  anothef  part  of  the  plan  of  Ommik 
menf,  whith  waA  lo  make  a  farllier  tncreafeof,  iSfdootnm 
to  tfur  regular  dtrpofable  force*  which  for^e  it  was  pceuliarly 
Mb  purpbfe  of  this  bin  to  (Iredgthen.     Inttdvelrtin^  totM> 
ttfiion  wfth*-Ireland;  the  hbn.  Member  had  affi»rteA,  iIm  iM- 
Oikly  benefit  which  feemcd  ^reidk  fQ  irerandfroiwihataaai^  * 
fui«  Was  the  deftrudton  of  its  Legfflafure;'bUt  wifhovt'eiK 
tdrfngparticukriyimolhe''natutet>f  that  rei^ark,  ho  woatt 
fAke  upon  himfelf  to  fay^  that  the  moft  tmpoHan»  adiraiiij|ai 
kai  aftfentd^ha^  eountfy.     Upon  the  authority  ^f-^rk^ff- 
colfipeRHfk  to  fpeak  with  refpea  to  Ihe  fifttatfoflrof  *ti^llRld; 
1|«  Was  hi^y  tn^ieihg  enabled  to  ftatci  thatfht  fHstarfiah^ 
ftlwM  titttimftanc^s  of  itM  county -were  r^  4^  atbf  ibOi^tO'^ 
tiBISiiiotf,  ahd^hatTii^c6  that  ev«nt  irmoftftUtteM!  laM'iloi) 
«fry  ehaitgelfad  fi^en-iflaee  in  ^hedirptfii4dir/#^lMgi^i%«* 
iMKnMoh  of  the* Mfli  people;^  Th^  Wer«4ftUdl%iCH6i  HX^^' 
fofifiil  lowaids  this  part  of  the  united  kingtotA^*  tenth  tne/ire 
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attitMl  td  iheirSovereign  and  their Englifh  fellow  rubjcQs.-^^ 
[Mfiffta^ueftiortivaS'aiked  acrofs  the  tabte^  wiiy  •BaAuMv^ 
iitlJ«w>>aiKl»fufpend  the  habcM  corpus  %&'i} — Up<Hi  tbefe> 
n^fbrefr  ibc'rigbc  bon.  Gemleman  obferved  that  th^  Houle 
^hadialrr^  .decided;  and  at  the  lime  ihey  were  adopted,  lie - 
a^ikdytliartbc  fuileti  acknowledgment  was  made  of  the  g^ 
n^nalfood  dirpofiiioa  of  the  people  of  ireland,  but  yet  chat 
peculiar  ctreumftances  called  for  and  joliified  their  adoption.-. 
— Witb<-tbe  principle  that  a  psoceediog  fuch  as  that  to  wbkh 
the.  hill  .before  (lie  Hoofe  rel^erred»  Oiotild  not  be  ti^kMbur 
under  the  pcefiure  of  an  overruling  neeedity,  or  from  a  foroi* 
bir  £uggeilion  of  policy,  he  moft  perfe<^ly  aj^reed,  and  he: 
maintained  that  there   exiiled    much  lUcnger    grounds   to 
jqfttfy  this  bill  at  prefent  than  did  offer  in  the  year  iJ99t' 
wden   a  fimiiar  courfe   was   reforted  lo»      This    be   en-^ 
deai!Qiired  to  (hew  by  a  coaaparifon  of   the  ciicumftancea 
connedled  with  both   periods — and  {followed  this  com pari- 
fon  by  .Hn  eapreffion  of  his  wi|h  that  fome  candour  iboi^d 
bfiibewn  towards  this  and  the  other  ^ads  of.,MinjAer$»  by  , 
thc»le  who  were  the  principal,  advifers  and  adQxs  in  c^e^. 
which  were  fo  analogous.  •  In  reply  to  an  expreilion  manl-- 
f oQed  by  an  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other  .fide  with  v^fp^^ 
to  ihe.fecurity  of  Ireland,  he  begged  to  fay- that  it  formed  no*' 
p%f  t  of  the  plans  of  Minifteps,  andf  articularly  upt,pf  the  pp^*^ 
ii^ycf  this  meafurev  to  weaken  iniiny  degree^he  dcftAC?  oC 
Iieland*    On  the  contrary,  it  w^'natucally. calculated,  vpofi 
afatr^onfideraiion  of  the  whole  of  theprejedi  to  augment 
it»,feeuf«iy,'for  ia  lieu  of  t^e  v^iiitia  which  mlghtbe.tranf« 
fetsfi  faom.Ireland»  no  man  could  entertain  a,  doubt,  that, 
fluHild>the  ftate  of  this  country  jKlmi^  of  itarf>d  that  of  Ireland 
je^ire  it„bia  Majefty  would  fubfli>ute'  10,000  of  the  regular 
•tmjf.  1  Alter  glancing  at  the  additional  facilities  wlvich  thd 
piwpoCpd  t^anafsr  of  this  body  cf  the-  Irifii  tnilitia  would  givo 
lo.jlbo  difpofutons  of  our  regular  army  an  any   neceifary 
fefyjceoul  of  thi$  country,  the.  right  honourable  Gentle*  • 
voMk  4oofe    notice   of .  the    fyflem  purftied    by  •  the    right 
hoiiwvaUe.  Genrleman  (Mr.    Windham)  and  his  Friend* : 
Ufienreirery  propofition  which  Miniilers  fubmifted  for  the  iiu  c 
terofdrdiBfence  of  ihe> country,  they  commenttd  with  confid^^*^; 
abtoffeveiriiy^  principaliy  on  the  allc^d  groQ^d  that  oof'dtf^'. 
p^faMOiforco  was  negleAcd;  and  yet  the  me|i(«re  o^WTbeffir^* 
thcLMntlfil^  HiM  obvious  tendency  of  wliiph  ^as  fo  augoiefif ; 
iJloT  iUffoblbh  forct»  and  which  (o  fiir  fell  in  witKiheir  owa. 
vkmn  «U(erienced>  ihe.rame  faK^^^he  fame  obje^o)M^ikl4^ 
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rpirU  of  opporuipn^  aTihotigh  (rona  its  nature  tt  certalhfy  vn0 
tbui  pTCKV96ciiog.  ip  wtikh»  fiojn  the  reniiments  uniformly 
cKprdlfd  by  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  heretofoie^  Mifttft^n 
weroGiK^u  raged  to  look  for  \\h  fupport;  but  \iphatevei'  the 
right  boo«  Gentleman  and  his  frteods  might  pronounce  upon 
thi^irikearuita,  It  did.appear  to  Miniflert  to  be  the  beft  courfe 
ttpuvfue,  in  order  to  attain*  with  the  greated  expedition  and 
at  the  lead  expence,  the  means  of  augmenting  o»r  difpofabTe 
fi^ce*;    In.whai  way  and  to  M&bat  amount  it  might  be  advif.^ 
ari^lC'to  make  ufe  of  that  force  hereafter,  was  a  point  thar 
muft  depend  upon  citcum{lances  that  it  would  be  fruit iefs  to 
anticipate.     The  hoxi.  Gentleman  (Mr  F<»x)  h^d ^flerted, 
that  Minifters  had  as  yet  done  nothing  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
C;ianc.lvfion,  and  he  had  alfo  taken  this  opportunity  of  repeat- 
ing that  which  he  feldom  miifcd  an  occefionto  urge,  namely, 
to^chitrg^  the  war  upon   his  Majefty's  Minltlers.     Into  ihat 
queftion  he  would  not  then  enter.     The  Houfe  and  the  pub- 
lic bad  already  pronounced  their  verdifl  upon  it,  and  ht  was 
c^|iv|qced  that  the  people  held  no  opinion  (Wronger  than  i^i^, 
thai  thU  is  a  war  of  indifpenfable  neceflity*    The  charge  of 
icubearing  too  long  to  engage  in  it,  would  not,  he 'was  furti, 
bedwe^It  on  by  any  man  who  ccnfldered  difpaflionatety  the 
important  eflfeAs  of  that  forbearance — who  valued  the  ad* 
vantage  of  that   national  unanimity  whkh  now  prevailed. 
.  He  vorily  believed  that  fuch  was  the  fcntiment  of  the  tmtt* 
t/y  upon  this  fubjeA  that,  were  the  honourable  Gentlennm  to 
poll  the  people,  be  would  be  left  in  the  fmallefl  minority  in 
w.bich  a  perfot)  of  his  great  weight  and  importance  had  eves 
found  himfelf;  and.he  had  very  little  apprehenfion  that  tfae 
4iftipguiibed  eloquence  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  or  the  talents 
or  influence  of  tl^  few  who  thought  with  him>  would  ever  be 
fuiBcUnt  to  .fliake  the  well  founded  opinion  of  the  public* 
As.tpthe  hon.. Gentleman's  idea,  that  the fyftcmaded upon 
UyMil^ii^er^had  nojendency  towards  producing  a  peace;  be 
«F0|i)d  a(k,  after. the  undifguifed  avowal,  and  obvious  deffre 
fl  tite  enemy  was  known  to  be  the.  overthrow  of  tbetndepen* 
.  c)§a^c|f  M^ts  country,  whether  a  better  caufe  could  be  devtftd 
X^fie  ^nev  wjticbf'by  effedually  providing  for  our  defbD(e» 
'  SW&^i^ic  tb^enemy  that  his  objed  was  utterly  imprafir- 
•   caW^*  that  ruin^o^uil  be  the  confequeace  of  the  attemjj^t  i 
?  wlliU^iiVt  >vasja  be  con iidered,  that  if  after  his  ofieDtallous 
'.  fM#Cf#i  the   enetny  (hould- abandon  the  atieoiptj  flMne 
'   HHJift  •ll$t«od  his  councils;  and  that  if  after  attenrpttiig  itis 
t'WtK  bould  faiU  as  it  indubits^  would,  hi:;  &ailfe  wteld 
t    ^!  ^  '^.  ':  '^  ,  be 
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k^iliUmorey  «nd  ovr  glory  would  be  augmented.  He  weuld 
pjtf  it  to  the'  candour  of  the  Hoofe,  whetter  thdr  plart.ol 
ppUcy  was  not  the  moft  eligible,  which,  b^  convinckig  ih& 
eoemy  that  his  efforts  muft  prove  abortire,  that  the  ^nds  he 
hadin  view  were  unattainable,  wDuld' urge  him  at  length  to 
feel  ibat  .(he  profecutfon  of  tjbe  war  was  abfard.  Tlie  (yOetn 
of  Mi^^rs  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  therefore  thought  tifo 
moil>  effei^ual  towards  accelerating  its  conciufion  ;  but  the 
provifiqn.  of  means  for  our  home  defence,  and  to  defeat  bny 
attack  of  the  enemy  upon  us,  was  not  the  only  object  which 
occupied  Ihtatremion  of  Government  in  the  condttfiof  the 
wars  for  he  could  fay,  with  the  muft  perfeA  conHdencey  thai 
in  !oo  former  war  had  there  been,  in  the  firft  yeaif  of  itSiC<>m^ 
fliencementi  fuch  vidlories  obtained,  and  fudi'  Important  jKv 
^uiiitiqns  made,  as  had  diftinguiflied  thd  period  which  had 
c^lapfed  (ince  the  declaration  of  hofiilittes.  The  conqu^a 
we  hail  made  id  the  Weft  Indies  would  nor,  he  hoped,  be  un^ 
xierrated,  becauie  they  were  not  accompanied  by  bloodftiecfi^ 
It  coat4  not  be  pretended  that  tiiofe  Captures  iVers  not  eiiti% 
4ledlp  prnffr,  becaufe  the  refiftance  of  theenemy  was  not  nMH 
Ocrial,  r^t^  faAMras,  that  that  refiftance  was  preventedr4>^ 
a.  inemfifre  of  precaiitioii  taken  in  due  time.  He  had  tio  ht/>f 
fitrntibn  to  ftate,  that  in  the  coiirfe  of  our  negoc ration  wk& 
^  Fi'eneh  Governoient,  orders  were  fent  out  to  aat^upmr' 
etanders. in  the  Weft  Indies  to  interdept  an^  fu(^pliea>^ 
troops  whfch  might  be  difpatched  to  arly  of  the  Enemy's  ret<- 
ilemcnt^,  and  that  in  the  event  of  the  renewal  of  the  witr^  Stt, 
JLocia^  Tobago,  fccflioold  be  immediately  attacked.'  T<he 
rij;ht>pni'Genileniah  took  notice  of  the  gallant  aVtack  i»p«A 
Su.Lucia,  anci  dwelt  upon  the  late  fpleridid  acb:evemeiiis  in 
'iheEaft  inidies,  1  he  merit  belonging  to  the  condo^l  of  the 
istUcf^  however,  he  was  far  from  infmuatingihat  Miniflffls 
1iad.4ny  right  to  arrogate  ;  it  belonged  to  that  Uluftrious  pet^ 
fonage  JL»rd  Wdlefley,  and  the  officers  under  his  command. 
-Hoaliade(^to  it  to  (hew  that  the  ftatement  was  unfounded, 
that  the  pnefent  was  a  war  not  diftinguiflied  by  any  miKtary 
exploit,  by  any  aSt'urA  that  could  do  honour  to  the  Britift 
'^m^t  <hat  could  animate  the  heart  or  gratify  the  pride' of  a 
'firltini.  folilicr.  Thofe  achievements,  lie  was  con4Mtnt, 
.would  be  found  to  operate  powerfully  upon  the-  mihdS'  of 
.E^aglKhmen,  and  that  they  contaified^ he  elements  offotiire 
ff^y  'l^iefe  conliderations,  combined  with  a  kiia^MrM|;0  of 
ihe  chara'Ser  and  number  of  our  public  force,  left  Mmi>no 
^pdpa.to  doubt  as  to  the  iflue  of  the  conttft  in  which  weare 
.5        ''  3Ka  engaged. 
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^ngagcdc ;  This  i  Ibrco;  ha  coaten()edv^Wn«7ur  AunotMw  «&  ic 
'w^uM  beiconfifftsnt^with  the(feetin|Sy4)»bii5^  atid-vtriMiSjpiir- 
&At^i>i oar  jpopvhutlatx'to'f  eoijl<^4<  We  had,  ia'f«ft>  at 
prefentmore  feldietsihaii  any  pow«ir  in' Eoopei  farindtfed 
<^ut  -nottkbef  ing  i  he  whole. force  of -Fratice*  Gentlemehi  wtrc 
not  t6  fuppofe  that  he  meant  to  compare  our  voldmeena  with 
veteran  troops  wbofhad  Teen  fervic^  ^  Heonlf  aUiided'to^he 
Dumber  of  our  armed  defetxiors»and  he  entertained  no:  dmbt 
of  their  efficiency.  From  the  papere  on  thefable,it  appealed 
that  we  bad  in  Great  Britain  and  iYeitnd  r84,ooo  regulars 
:  and  miiitia*  aad  alfo  400,000  Tolunteera,  aU  of '^vham,  with 
the  exoeprion  of  about  from  r5>to  20,000  men*  were- armed 
wi«h  (ifek>cks.  Our  force  therefore  all  together  amounted  to 
S84»€ioo  men  for  the  united  kingdom.-  He  woiild  appeal  to 
any  candid  man*  whether  it  cuuld  be  Cud,  that  at  the  com* 
isenGemeut  of  the  war  it  would  have  been  ihougtet  potBble 
to  collet,  in  fo  Oiort  a  pericdas  hasvfince  claitfedt  fuch  a 
ifumerous  and  efRcient  force.'  The  hon.  GtntieflAaxi  on  the 
oppofite  benth  had  (aid,  that  Minifters  were  ikiadequate*  to 
preferve  peace  or  to  prufecutethe  war.  Had  they  indeed  fel* 
lowed  •  the  advice  which  that  honr.  Gentleman 'hH  rt^vea 
l^viotts  to  the  commencement  of hoftilities,  torelQceoiir 
regular  force,  &c.  the  country  would  have  been  feallyput 
in  a^ftate  very  unfit  to  meet  the  renewal. erf  the  wan  bat'he 
Wjoteed  to  think,  that  Parliament  and  Miniftera  haAdtfre* 
garded  the  advice  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  in  fo  doing: he 
£ad  thehappinels  of  being  fuppoited  by  the  pr^fent  right  heir. 
Friend  (Mr.  Windham)  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The  force 
•ivas  thus^  kept  dp  in  x^ppofltion  to  the  opinion  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemani  liot  with  a  view  to  prepare  for  war,  but  in  order 
tomainratn  a  peace  eftabliOiment,  which,  altbovgh  treble 
'fnore  than  had  exifted  at  any  former  period,  waa  yet  fuch^ as 
-the  circumftancea  of  the  times  called  for.  It  was  conceiveil 
the  beft  mode  to  purfue  for  preierving  peace,  to  hold,  the 
.country  in  a  ftxte  ready  to  meet  the  exigency  of  war^and  the 
event  had  juOified  that  policy.  Referring  to  fome>  ilate- 
ments  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  deba:j«  by  the  opponents: of 
4be  bill,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ftated  that  there  were  at 
^preTent  44,896  reguhir  infantry  in  Great  Britain,  although  it 
wsi^  faid  that  there  were  only  20,000,  and  that  there  were 
17,000  regular  cavalry  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  {in  this 
nvimber  he  could  not  fay  whether  officers  were  included,)  aU 
(though  gentlemen  fecmed  to  argue  as  it  the  cavalry  did  not 
exceed  loiooo.     He  adverted  to  the  crndud  of  the  Jaie  Ad^ 
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,i  miniftffarioii'  dixrii^Abe  j)ragecfs  of  the  lad  war,  and  atumad^ 
vcftcd  ttfoD'Hiie  dourfc  ihey  pucfucd  vfar  die  dafeooe  4>r  the 
country »  &c.  XhttraAiidty  •nd  wifdomheimasever vtitdjr 
lOAckoowkdgt;  hoc  hebqggod  toobfiarveas  tofunto  of  4ie 
met fures. .  they  adopted**-*  i (H^ '  tbe  .plan  as  to  the  *pf ovifidnal 
CAvairywas  known  to  have  corafdctelf. failed ;:ii2dlyf  che 
qw^iMiofopoTed  ^  be  raifed  for  ibe  jocreafe  of  the  atfmy-aod 
s^vy  did  not  firoduce  one-lweiftltMof  the  .nnmber  catciilaied 
upan^  jdly^  .the  'tnUitta  were  nrtfed  by  fuppleovcntary-' to 
gZhWiO  iiieo»  and  yet  the  right lK>it«  Gentleman  oii  the  lower 
bench*  who  was  then  a  mioHler^  now  ftningly  obje6^s  ro  the 
increafe  of  the  niiUria»  ahbough  they  do  not  exceed  7^,000. 
The  fourth  inflance  be  hadtojdiude.to  was  the-projeA'of 
raifiiig  men  for  rank~«-a  proje£L  which  the  rightihon.  <3en« 
llentaa  hiicfelf  at  ptefent  fu  loudly  condemned^-^a*  prdjeA 
vW^hich  produced  forty-feven  battalioxw,   from  the  whoi«^of 

-  which. not. oioce  than  7*500  nam  ccnildi  be  prdOured,  who 
weoe  ^Agrafted  on  the  old  efiabUflied  rrgimenftsr.  The 
pfiioerfr  of  thofe  bittaliond  wene  put  on  half<*payv  and  had 
innot  been  for  the  judgment  of  his 'Royal  Highnefs  the 
^^omtoander  .in  .Chtef«  who  contrived  to  iiad  ctfnpioyvmdnt 
for}jliefn»    tbofe  o6icers«  who  amounted  to   no- tefb  iteiii 

'  aooo,  tnight  have  remained  a  dead,  weight,  upon  the  coun« 
try,  Thoie, different  meafurcs  of  the  late  Admini(lna«ibn 
tie  mentioned  only  with  a  view  to  afk  from  them,  wrho 
nuuft  lecoUed  .fuctt  fcenesas  they  themfelves  were  the  prin- 
ctpala^urSy  Aiine,  rndulgence  andconfideration  for  tMir  fac- 
celTors  in  power^.  who  b^  fomuch  greater  .diflicii4ties:to  tn-> 
counter  bi  acranging. the  military  defence  of 'tht»'coantry,  %nd 
.who.had  nAtwtthOamliag  fucceeded  in  colleAiffg^tid  arriiy. 

'.  jag  an^army  liMle  Ih^irt  of  that  which  the  coantry  p^eiTeifat 

.  the  vefyihigbefttperiod  of  ptepaxauon  n^the  cbOrreaf  the  hft 

wari  and  much  beyond  t  lot  ^wbich  <waB  io' amis  in  'the  year 

•  .r7^».pecMUar:as  the  ftate  of  the  empire  in  dockieftic  tind 
ioceigti  concerAS:thea  was* .  He  reftfrred  10  thofe  points' and 
Jotiirodaced  this  comparifon , merely  to  (hew  that  there  Was'iio 
.  iailune.  of  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  pr  fent  GoVernmi^t» 
which,  he  thouglu  would  he  Hill  more  obvious  if  Gemlemen 
..would  oonfidcr  that,  independently  of  the  mani«0r  in  wMch 

J  Govf rnment,  had  directed  the  zeal  and  patriotifm  of  the-ffeo* 
pie  for  the  internal. defence  of  the.  country,  exclnnve  of  the 
member  of  volunteers  collected  and  difciplinedr  noi  Mi  than 

*   4wo>hundred  thoufand  men  had  been  raifed  for  the  army  and 
'  navy  wkhio  the  fpace  of  one  yean    The  right  hbn.'G«*A%le- 
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nun  ooDCiliideil  with  admitting  that  the  bill  bief ore  the  Siouft 
was  not  free  horn  obj^ions;  but  yet  ht  felt  that  t^fe  cb» 
jedions  .were  not  fo  iirong  as  .to  difluade  him  fron  fupport-' 
ing  ameaAire  which  promifed  coprcidfioefuchii^utaryeff(i;£ts« 
.  Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  exfilain*  not^  he  ob^«ed«  what  he  had 
faid  that  night,  bttt  what  he  had  faid  above  ei^teeen  months 
ago«  The  xcdu&iofi  of  the  arovy,  which  ne  tticn  reco(n«. 
mended^  was  certainly  not  the  refult  of  an  expedattoo,  or 
as  the  mode  for  preparing  for  war.  The  right  bon.  Gentle* 
manyhe.admiitcdy  h;|d  over-reached  him  in  ftating  that  the 
peace  which  thenexifled  was  likely  to  laft. 

Mr.  Francit — I  rife,  Sir,  for  the  fmgle  purpofe  of  not  fuf- 
fering  tcrpafs  without  notice  a;  declaration  made  by  his  Ma* 
jefty'c  CItancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  moft  extraordinary, 
the  moft.  unadvifed  on  his  part,  confidering  his  (lationand 
authority  'm  this  Houfe,  and  the  lead  applicable  to  the  fub* 
je&  \T\  (febate«  that  I  ever  was  witnefs  to  in  the  ^many  years 
ia  which  I  have  fat  in  Parliament.  The  general  qoeftion 
between  him  and  thofe  who  differ  from  him  this  night  i% 
dxitp  whether  the  meafures  of  Government  in  preparing  for 
It  war  with  France  which  they  ought  to  have^refeen,  <were 
fucJi  as  entitled  them  to  exp&£l  fuccefs  in  the  profecutionat 
it  (.and  then  whether  the  plan»  the  direction,  and  the  ope» 
rations  of  the  war  have  been  fuch  as,  by  ftiewing  that  wt, 
poflefTcd  the  force  and  the  means  of  attacking  the  enemy 
with  fuccefs,  might  raife  our  military  reputation  to  a  lev^ 
withlhc  efforts  made  by  the  country  to  fumi(h  Mi niftera 
with  a  power  fufficient  for  any  enterprizei  and  thereby  acce^ 
leiate  the  termination  of^the  war  by  a  faA:  and^honourablt 
peace?  Qn  thefe quedions^  the  right  hon.-Gemtemaiiaflumei 
the  affirmative.  But  how  does  he  prove  it?  Why,  Sir^  wheft 
he  ought  to  tell  us  in  what  manner  be  has  prepared  to  actsicjk 
France,  how  he  propofes  tocondud  the  war  in  Europe*  wbal 
rational  profpeA  he  has  of  reducing  a  moit  fbrdudable  eneiBjty 
«»  who  .threatens  us  with  a  contefl  for  our  eaiftencei  to  reafofi*> 
able  terms,  or  of  bringing  the  war  to  an-earJy  and  fafs  c6s^ 
clufion ;  inftead  of  anfwering  ihefe  obvious  queftions,  he  cat** 
ries  us  to  the  other  fide  of  the  globe,  that  is,  as  faf  as  he  can 
JFromthe  home  quefiion,  and  afTures  tis  that,  by  thelateftad- 
vicesirom  India,  many  brilliant,  fplendid,  and  radiant  yt\&>^ 
ries  have,  been  obtained  over  the  Mahrattas^  Be  it  f(^ 
What  iconnedion  is  there  between  thofe  events  and  the  pre^- 
iqnt  war  in  £urope  i  Can  any  thingbe  conceive4  more  ex^ 
travagant  and  abfurd  than,  when  the  quelUoa  iS|  by  whai 
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means  yon  ctn  itbick  or  rrpel  the  tnoft'forhiidable  mWUtty 
power  that  •  ever  cxiRed  in  Europe,  to  anfwer  it  by  faying 
tfiat  a  Britifll  army  has  completely  defeated  an  Indian  army 
in  the  rtdghbottrhood  6f  Delhi  ?  Butpcthaps  the  tight  hon.' 
C^tleman  has  fome  perfdnal  iharein  thefe  tranra3ions»  otnd 
a  Hght  to  fome  fart  of  the  nterit  and  thchononr  of  the  fuc- 
cefs.     Then  h^tnuft  have  given. the  orders  which  produced 
the  war.     In  that  cafe  the  war  againft  the  Mahrattas  mtifli 
have  originated  in  England.     No  Aich   thing.     He  knclyws 
literaHy  nothing  of  it,  but  what  he  has  been  able  to  picknp 
from  a  few  draggling  gazettes,  printed  at  Madras,  and  copieit 
from  others  printed  at  Calcutta,  whicii  by  mere  accident 
have  found  their  way  to  England,  and  a  letter  from  Bombay. 
From  the  fountain  head  he  has  heard  nothing.      From  Ltord 
Wcllelley,  wliofe  conduA  he  extols,  he  never  has  received  a 
Tingle  line  of  information  on  the  fubjed.     I  have  faid  that 
fuch  declarations,  without  knowledge,  particularly  in  a  per- 
ion  in  his  ftation,  are  very  unadvifed,  and  liable  to  ferious  ob- 
jedions.    While  the  very  queftion  of  the  wifdom,  ^he  po- 
licy, the  righi.and  th6  juftice  of  this  war  ts  dtpendiijg,  about 
all  which  his  Majefiy's  Miniders  are  juftas  much  in  the  dark 
J!s  I  an ;  while  Parirament  is  waiting  with  anxiety  for  the 
tiry  materials,  by  which  alone  their  judgment  on  the  whole 
merits  of  the  war  can  be  determined,  and  when  perhaps  tfantf 
Houfe,  upon  receiving  that  complete  information,  if  ever  !t 
ftould  come,  which  we  ought  to  have  received  long  ago,  may 
be-'obliged  to  condt^mn  the  whole  tranfaftion  ;  the  right  honi 
Gentleman  invades  and  prejudges  that  queftion,  which  ought 
fohate  been  l«ft  untouched,  as  I  have  always  moft  fludiouily 
and  cautioufly  left  it,  and  open  to  the  free  and  unbiaffed  exa- 
fliination  of  Parliament.     To  that  examination,  fboncr  o^ 
hrter,  it  muft  be  fubmitted.      But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
ff  I  nnderftafnd  him  right,  profeflcs  to  expeft  that  thefe  fuc- 
Afles  in'india  will  have  fome  favourable  efFed  upon  our  mi- 
litary *6r  political  operations  in  Europe,  and  poflibly  contrf- 
btite  to  accelerate  the  termination  of  the  war.     If  he  does  fi9t 
think  (o,  his  mention  of  thofe  events  is  nothing  to  the  prefent 
ptnpofe.     Now,  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  if  they  have  any 
cflfeft  ax  all,  which  I  very  much  doubt,  it  will  be  to'  our  difw 
advantage,  I  mean  as  to  war  and  peace  in  Europe;  becauleit 
will  furnifli  Bonaparte  with  an  argument,  which  the  Yicutral 
powers  in  all  appearance  will  be  ready  enough  to  Hfterf  to. 
They  have  hitherto  {hewn  no  fign  of  k  difpofltioh  to  taki 
part  with  us  againft  France,  or  even  to  aflift  us  with  ih^ir  nt^- 
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'iiati\6n.  *  But  Whch  *eoofft1vei  tell  riitfm/ir!  r  Wiim^lttiit 
topct  that  our  arrnies  havp  obtained  vicfories  ih  iTicKat  fromr 
V'hlch  we  es^peA  to  betome  mailers  df  that  eiApire,  ^riiat 
iwitl  they  conclude,  but  that  The  Engllfli  are  j^venied  bfihff 
faoi'e  fpifitof  infattable  avarice  and  axnbitinnwtth  Wfiidi  wir 
ieproach  Bonaparte;  that  they  ha^  no  intereft  to  oiif. 
quarrel  but  to  fee  it  continued;  and  that  the  left  of  ihe  worM 
bas  no  chance  of  peace,  of  happinefs,  or  of  fafety,  bur  in-  the* 
weaknefs  to  which  the  dangerous  power  both  of  Frsinpc  and' 
England  may  finally  be  reduced  by  the  continiiattce  of  the* 
^relent  war  ?  '  *  * 

The  Chancelhr 0/ the  Exchfquer expWmtif  that  he'^allcided 
to  the  late  events  in  India,  only  as  oiilitary  achievements. 
,  X)r»  Laurence  reviewed  the  arguments^  of  the  right  hor.. 
Gentleman  oppofxte,  and  the  conduft  of  his  Majt fty's  Mmif- 
fcr?  both  Wore  and  fincc  the  commencement  of  hoftilitics.. 
He  vindicated  the  parliamentary  conclu£l  of  his  right  bon.' 
Friend,  and  infifled  that  the  wifciom  of  his  obfervationl  was 
fully  eftabliflied  by  the  cctulufl  of  his  Mnjefty's  Minifters  in 
adoptinjp;  th^m,  though  they  were  not  difp<)fcd  to  acknowledge 
the  obfigacion  atthefanie  time  that  they  took  the  beiiefit  of 
them.  The  Learned  Gentleman  contended,  Uiat  the^milit^ 
of  Ireland  were  fworn  particularly  for  the  defence  of  that 
^untry,  and  could  not  without  a  violation  of  faith  he  brought 
from  It.  He  then  adverted  to  the  capture  of  the  French  iflandii; 
infifling  that  there  had  been  no  difplay  of  gallantry  on  xh€ 
occadpn,  except  in  the  trifling  operation  at  St.  Lucia^  b  - 
caufe  there  had  been  no  force  there  capable  of  refiftancc-;  ^zi 
noticed  the  inutility  of  fuch  conqUeils,  which  would  be  givea 
up  at  the  copcIuHon  of  a  peace,  as  had  been  done  in  the  cafe 
pf  Demerara,  EiTcquiboy.  $(c.  after  many  mniioni  of  EngUil^ 
capital  fhould  be  expended  in  improving.  In  talcMig  this  vievr 
of  the  cafe,  the)earned  Member  was  proceeding  to  coma^qit; 
on  feme  obfervations  that  had  falleii  on  a  former  occaiion  frgdii 
an  hon.  General  oppofite  (General  Maitland),  tefpefting  the 
policy  of  taking  poJTeffion  of  the  enemy's  cojoplal  territories 
at  the  commencement  of  a  war,  though  jt  (hould  be  o^ily  tOj 
]s;eep  pofTeffion  ofthem  pending  hollilities,.vvhen  he  \^as  called 
to  order  by  ^        .  ^  .    :       „.  ,  7  •» 

General  Mahland^  who  appealed  to  the  candour  and  frcIHigs 
of  the  HoufC)  whether  it  was  regular  to  advert  to  what -hacf 
fallen. frcm  a  Membe;on  a  former  occafiou,  when  that  Mcma 
bcr  would  be,  by  ihc  forms  of  the  iloufe,  pfecludeil  '{torn 
yc»lymgr     ■  ^'*'   * 
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..>Pr.  jC^wnfnpr continued,  ar^d  infifted'ttiat  no BetieUr  stH 
tpiti^dodved  iiDpm  i\\CrpoBk{tox\*(X  theiilandst  if  'after  mtich 
Britifti  capU^d  mould .  tX^  expended  on  xh^ta  Ihey  ivete  to  81; 
{p?cn  w  in  .the  end.  The  learned  Qentleman  obff rvitif  tipcfii 
the  dtrlRsfent  aopftifuooi^s  of  the  militia  fprce 'of  Ireland  JiM^, 
of  Qrcat  BntQin,  and  concluded  Ijy' juOifymg  the  refohitidns 
DO  which  the  hoa.  fiaconet  (S  r  John  Newport)  hhd  atliidetl^ 
and  affuringthe  hon.  Member  that  any  hopes' of' rdciprocatl 
fcrvice  which  he  might  h«ve  conceived  from  the  laft  ^(btdlion^ 
wctt  fi«  wcil  fonn4ed» 

The  Chancillof  of  th^  Exchiquer^  in'ei^planation»  HaYed^ 
cfaaf  firoirirjonal  orders  had  been  febf  out  to  the  Wttfl  f  hdies 
lit  the  early  pai;t  of  Mardi^  founded  on  informatibh  thM  tta 
enemy  meant  to  reinforce  one  or  two  ifiands,  to  prevent  the; 
landing  of  troops  in  thofe  iflands,  and  that  the  orders  for  cbtf 
adfoal  cotnniencetnent  of  hoftiticies  had  t>een  fent  out  on  the 
i^h  of  May,  the  day  of  his  M^jcfty's  M^ge  coitimu^ 
nicatibg  rt»e  refulc  of  tlie  negotiation.'  -     ' 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beft  defended  the  conduA  of  h{tt  Maj>fty^i 
Miv^fi^s  \  he  could  not  perceive  what  inference  was  to  be 
^rawn^  with  refped  to  the  queftion  before  the  Honfe,  A^tti 
the  corifideratrons  that  had  Neen  urged  rehtive  tothe  cbm- 
roencement  and  profecution  of  the  war.  If  the  ^ix  had  not 
been  commenced,  the  Houfe  would,  perhaps,  not  have  been 
acihit.  time'  deliberattng  as  a  Parliament,  and  he  infifted  that  . 
Uie  6\ieft!on  concerning  the  war  had  been  fanftioned  by  (he 
ao'thiriiy  of  the  Legillaiure,  aiid  the  approbation  of  tlic  pubffc. 
He  denied  t1)e'po(irton  that  no  glory  had  been  iicqutred  in  th^ 
pcefeht  war*  Was  it  no  gloiy,  he  alked,  that  whild  the 
Continent  was  crouching  beneath  the  power  of  FranCc,  thia 
QQumrjr\.tei^  been  enabled  tO  w'itbftand  the  gigantic  effrvrti 
©i^'nijl its  Inveterate  foe,  and  aimed  at  its  exigence?  Was 
\\  oo  fflyry  that  in  tlie  f<ficond  year  of  the  war,  they  were  con* 
fideitng  a  meafure  which  was  to  enable  us  to  aug;ment  our  dif'* 
pbiabTe  forccf  for  the  purpofe  of  adopting  a  fyl>em  of  attack 
apitifl  our  enemies  ?  Was  it  a  fault  of  his  Majcdy^s  Go-* 
verhment  that  valuable  pofllflions  had  been  acquired  without 
bloodifard  \  The  qucftion  was  not  now  to  witfadraw  an/ot  !die 
farce  fpfm  Ireland,  but  to  augment  the  difpofable  fofce  ijij 
^.lempire.  He  conretxled,  that  the  militia  might  1^s'<^brC 
Wpt'WDiByy^efenl'from  Ifcrand  to  Great  Britain,  imfrAiicIt 
as  tbeyAion  made  both  countries  one  kingdoitf;  aita'^jthe  ier* 
ii^  of  the  militia  QU£ht::j;Q  be  co-extenfive  with  ibi^  linViti 
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:pr  the  klngiotA.  IlieSnglfft  "imf '  Soordi  sniKtia  m't^  .be 
removed  asfiir  from  hoipc  to  tl^did^iU  partiio{*..GrtatJM#- 
.  Uin  ^  if  fJ^ot.to  Ii'eUqd^  aod  iheivfece  Ihr arnuMiit  of  oMi-- 
v^ience  fell  to  the  ground.  It, would,. Jhovci»er,  not  becoit. 
bfiftent  Whh  good  faith  to  compel  their  ferviccs,  but  that  breajdi 
of  faiA  was  doae.away.hy  tlie  vohimarT'iofiers «rhkh ' had 
been  made.  The  learned  Member  tl|4ughfi  that  this'^oeflfJbh' 
ought  not  to  be  difpufledy  bccaufe;^  witb:wintcver  warenfchit 
^miiglit  be  treated,  it  would  be  a  cold  innfwev  to.the  sea!  and 
fptrit  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  Q^e  the  o&ry ;  and  am*- 
,duded  with  Ibttne  it  to  be  his  opinton,  ihat  the  miiitiai  as 
being  m6re  charaoerifed  by  the  habits  of  common  life  than 
any  other  fpecies  of  military  forcer,  ought,  toiic .  iotoch^dged 
in  tlsle  diiikrent  parts  of  the  empire*  for^e  purpofeof  pro<> 
:inottflig  the  aflimilation  of  manners  and  habiti^in  the  two 
<ountrieS|  which  would  moft  fpeedily  carry  the  union  mCo 
complete  tSk6t» 

Mr.  Johnflone  denied*  as  had  formerly  been  ftated,  that 
the  war  was  approved  of  by  the  co^antrY  at  large.  'The  cma- 
ntmity  that  prevailed  arofe  from  verydi&rent  cireumKimccs. 
The  nMnent  the  wai^  was  declared,  we  were  threatimeirwtth 
ipvafion.  which  united  the  whole  country  sndepcfideilly  dT 
any  confideration  of  the  neceiTuy  or  expediency  of  tl\e  war* 
It  was  a  war,  he  matntainedt  that:  could  end  only  ina4>etce' 
fuch  as  was  made  at  Amiens.  Could  any  acquifitionsi'  he 
aikedt  we  had  made  in  the  Wed  Indies,  eontributein  the 
fmaJieft  degree  to  force  (he  French  .to  a  peace  ?  The  Gentie* 
men  on  the  oppodte  bench,  however*  had  taken  jxierit  to  them-* 
felves  for  fending  orders  to  the  Wed  Indies^  by  which  we 
had  gained  fomeSiftant  and  temporary  advantages  ihbre.'*  But 
if  this  was  fd  much  calculated^to  do  them  credft,  whydhllliey 
not  iflue  fimilar  orders  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  tfaua  prevent  the ' 
expedition  of  Admiral  Linois,  which  certainly  wonld  have 
been  tX  much  more  importance  to  this  country  ?  The  berti. 
Gentleman  concluded  by  giving  his  negativetotbe  SpeakerV 
leaving  the  chair. 

.'  L^rd  Caftlertagh  jt\X\^  to  thjc  obfecvationsof  Mr.  John- 
ftone,  refpeihing  the  orders  fent  out  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  \ti* 
dies,  and  (hewed,'  from  thediffi^rentoixxrumftancei  attending* 
the  two  fituations,  why  corrcfponding  orders  were  not  fenfi*  It  ' 
was  fupppofed  that  the  reinforcements. of  >troopapr6^ared"iit 
France  were  intended  for  thegarriibns.in  the  Weft  indies^  and 
the  order  was  confequentfy  fent.  Orders  were  fent  to  Ibr  £att  - 
(9  ^:e  all  proper  meofurcs  of  defencei  aody  kdced^  a'^tfkiral 
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ofdcr  :.%Mi  Jfltwd  to  |ll^dle  ftnlcmetits  utoociUtcly  aftct  thr 
nijitur^  2:  jlmtimtorier  icooldt  froni^  the'naturi^of  thecafe^.b^ 
ki}X  t<»  ibe.  SaftiIndiiS;iiMlGgoiis'td  wbat.wai  feaitao  iht^ 

W^.    V.'^JM-     ,<.!.-»    --*  \      .  ,.'.!- 

.  ^Kf  Khmaimf  tofe  toakt  ndticcof  what  bail  falkn  iniBi- 
ao  }ibonc4  Member  who  ba^i  6id,  fhat  if  wbfgained  nagioKjdA 
ibe  .w.arr^e^h^Mft^inetfae  I^rencb/:  Hedid^not  /ctJSiif- 
undcrftand  this  principlei  -His  bbje&t  tnthia  war^.wai  to; 
brii>g  U»to  3^  fpeedy  and  effeAuat  terniinanop  ;«iK>tio.je(Dpioi  •. 
ia  a  i9ifo^Je  ftaie^of  ficge^  and  be  daily  pijatiing;ncsv,  Jeti^p  - 
on  ottf  cKcrtfons.    This  meafure  wik  to^be^ccoiopani^d  With  , 
anothers  to  jncceafe  the^.arioy  by  18,000.  men*.    But  how)  . 
To  be  laired Jiere,  and  ^n-  Ireland  ;  afid  y«t  by  this  mealute.  j 
MiQiAera  fei;:  vipa.  new  competition  in  tbe  raiCng  thiSjiuiw: 
mijkia.  .  -  t    ..  .»  .1  ../   - 

Cchncl  VcTiker  thought  it  unfairto  take  amy  the  Iriifa  oaif 
litia  for  EngUfh  fervicc,  and  then  oblige  Iretai^d  to  faiSbifo    < 
i2ia;>y  more  to  makeup  thjtfid&ficiency  ;;  ibcexp^Oce.>pftlM:in 
beifig  defrayed  by  the  boHHities  paid  by  the  counties  ii\  Ireland 
SDig^'lHus  he  amazingly  increafcd. 

The  Gia^cflhr  of  tke-S^cke^uer  obfert^ed  that  it  ^'was  ^iht 
}n&efi|ti9n;.of  Govemment  to  introduce  a  claufe  to  charge  the 
expences  ef  the  bounty  on  tb^  united  kingdom.  :     , 

Coi»n$l  Hutchinfon  OKprtfflbd  much  latisfiaflion  at  the'irefo*> 
•luti^^na  >Qf'^e.  Lords  Lieul$enants,  &c.  oh  the  iubjcd  o6«h« 
iiHliM^  .as  they  did  ndC  ga-to  pft^lude  anv  new  fy^oLnof  ai«^ 
rai?gep»ef|Cs.  Heihoold  fupportthe  bill,  becanfe  bc.wiibed  tm 
fupporc  ,tbe  ]|^tecuti»0  fewer  at  rhe  prefcnt  Tnoment*  He 
hofKrd  for  a  bill  to  allow  the  interchaoge  of  the  militia.of  both 
oodli.cpes.  .'In  England^  from  tbe  palace  to  tbe  cott^e, 'there 
waaAgr^lsr  igoocaA«et)f  the  true  (Vsteof  heUodf^.thanHdf 
any  mbor  couDlry  with  whieh  we  profefled  .to:bb  ^oqjnioto^ 
upon-cl]^  itift  of  the  gibbe.     He  hoped   ta4ee  the  EoriiAi 

f^nrry  aiid.pcrfoiis  of  other  cbflTes  mixing  with  the  peopudftf 
icland,  ^nd  then  they  .would  returti  here  advocates. fdr  the 
cai}(is  ^f  ,lrebltvt>  fo  that  no  Miniflers  would. b^  able  toleCft 
tbe  vQ^qp^  irulthft*  :£«gltfl)  Members  would  then  be  inducad 
to  pav  ajM^e.'^atleotioci  mllrifh  quefti^ns  than  .at  prefent  th<^ 
are  aide  |^  4^  from  ignoftince  of  the  (late  of  tbe-  c^ntvy. 
He  a^Uo^p94fibit  meafoie^o  *b^  founded  on  avielaftioo  ..of  .tbe 
ii>»]itia^ifi^ipii:,  rbut  betook  into*  confide ratiotvjtbe  a(ten4ant 
cir^iiiilf!^n^.>:  Miniftc^  bai1<>  however,-  much  dcprjefied  J[)»s. 
.feelipgf^^fVJMII  thnjr  sppdA^ddefirousof  wltbdcawing  iorom  die 
original ^^ponds  on . which , they  fupportefV  the  noeafurc.     H^re 
was  ii  bill  to  bring.  over.iQ»poo.mefi  from^^Iitdand^  "fiut  he.  was 
,  ^L  2  a(lon](bed 
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aft^niflied  to'h^r  that  chef*  Hiri  n»IA)%  of  m  Tnt^hliige. 
Tbcy  would  theil-tdks^/a«ayi.theMMntoy.gcmUincri  of  tre- 
land,  'add  itiafcern^  kind  l>f  ma^fi^ibr^v'  He  was  forrj  to  fee 
the  great  object  thus  weakened.  But  kt  it  not  be  tboughtthut 
Irtchhd,  becaufeflie  exhibits  this  1nffat»cft. of  her  p4triati(S;i\  is 
really  fatnfliid  with^  vrtiat  haa'  been 'dboe  fince  llie  umoti. 
The  Irifb  thdOglW  the^  had  tile  authority  of  the  Kng, 
hif  his  royai^  meffage  otigmattn|^  the  union,  and  indk^dShat 
of  Parliamefnt  too,7ok'eitpeAing  tome  further  meafiires.,  A^cr 
thefolcmn  pjodgic^'thieytbd  recetved,  he  woold  aik  what  had 
btfen  done  for  ibecu  ?  ftut  white  the  Irifh  felt  and  expreflcd 
their  difiatisfaftion,  they  woold ^nd by  England  to  thi^.laft. 
The;  would  nt^^  (bbtntt  to  a  foreign  force,  oryield  to  the 
haughtr  defpik'^no^  hovering  on  ottr  coafts.-  They  would  die 
,wiih  England  if  neccflary,  or  fhare  her  laurels.  But  l^t  not 
this  be'  eon^unded  withtfn  idea  of  their  being'  fatisfied  with 
their  condi.iin'-  ;;       '      '        . 

Zprii De Sl^um^ tinderftcoclthfeil  the principleof  the Se* 
cretary  of  State  was^  that  of  creating  a  laiger  dilpoiable  force, 
and  therefore,  becaufe  he  was  fri«n4ijF  to  tlie  princi)>k»  he 
filOuid  vdie  agailnft  \hk  motioh  which  *propofed  to  add  to  a  li* 
fforted  fbl'ce  a  nuteber  fo  difpmpofticlhaie  to  the  regeJar  ferce» 
The  lri(h  militia  Was  formed  by  boentiosy.  not  by  ballot,  and 
was  coitipofed  of  th<^  very  men  who:^oiild  othersfvife  be  pro- 
ceed fi)r  thd  regular  fervioe.  The  militia  was  tW^cty  <<A«e 
Jcaft  neceflbrytoimtreafe.  He  was  ddxfous  ofati  iotcVchange 
ef  the  refpe^aive  militias;  but  if  not,  he  ibowgbttbrfe  new 
liiJlitiaa'  m^ht  he  raifed  oti  tci-ms  of  iervieefor  Jbothlflands^ 
end' in  fcpatare  regiftievits^ 

Mr.  4^xond4r  implied  to  feme  of  the  dbfervatlons-^f  Col, 
fiotchrnrony  and  c^nfur«d  the  impropriety ,  of  adverting 
Jirlrritaecii^  language  to  the  dniow.  He  then  notieed  rtie 
'DoMkiCi  of  twb  other  right  hon.  Gentlemen  (Mn  Fox*  and 
Mr*  Windhaitt),  and  their  ftrangccolineaion  in  o^pofiricm 
YoMinifteo*  He  1>eard  eontinuaT  outcries  of  the  ineapodty 
of  Nbnifiers ;  but  thole  Gentle cfieti's  Wifdom  feeftied  to  con* 

.  fift  inaperfe^b  change,  aod   (lieir  iaiVif  rity'- in  a  ftiutoal  for* 

. .  jgiyenefs,  accompanied  by  a  confeffien  o^'-hamg-bt^en  in  the 
wrong  beiiore.     Asto^hat  hud-H^n  raidaboOfl-i^  union, 

.  ;  OeetTcmen  .  wi)o  fupported    7t    had  Teritngi  of 'hcnoer  as 
high  asany'  others,  and  nothing  hot  dilunioh  coml^  be  the  coo<- 

.:  f<qu,cf.nce  to  the  country,  Whote'cattfe'^e-oiighttofilpport,  by 
the  provodatroii  &f  fuch  fiibje6is.     He  :theiefere  eondcmned 
the  intiodiidion  unneceflbrily  of  fuch  toptcsaa  difceffion. 
Mr.  WiMham  ^fended  the  condoA  of  the  noble  Lcyrd 

^  ^  :  (De 
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^  (De BUqii{eK)«  who' had  t^xiHbngift r  fiJKIftar^plfe;  t^d 
'  irhofe  opinion  i#«|n#onh  taaiMthg  oil  tbis  'fabjcft^*  becauii 
he  knew  fomethhii^'  abom  it;  :  Moohf  die^gitatbrpart.of  Sihat 
.     fell  from  the  laft^hon^  OendeMih  •  thai-fpcdie,  heoobtdnoi 
w^iftOy  tfecttife  be  liid  not  ondbrftatid  ic.  -  He  had  heatKl  t 
.  gft^  ttanf  temarks  on  coadodr^ndiihirad^^ 
many  eoni{iIaim«  haiMiwn  mi€  iboptchargea  of  the  ificfspa- 
l^y  of  Minifters.  ^  Tbef  d1oa|Jht^liiey'hea^ltl1efe^dl^^ge6iA 
every  tbin^ tharwit  faid of  xhcitA.<Thtff  were CovnetWing like 
«  man  who  Imd  a  £lvoorfte  nine,  and  V^^^y^  began  t6  €\^g  it 
when  he  litard  a  d»adi:  beat,     iio  many  topics  had  heen  Tntro^  . 
duced  into   the  debate,  tliat  he  Aould,  on  forne  fa ture'Oflllor- 
tODity,  fpeak  at  mortrtlength  en  (everal  points. '  .    '  ' 

Sir  Williana  Elfo^  4M  a  -few .  wii»rd»  againft  th^  hll).     ' 

Mr.  Secretarr  Yorkft  toxphinedtthat  ihc.  bounties  were  X6 
be  paid  out  of  the  Treafary.  ,,  r-    -     . 

The  Cb:ineirtl(jrr.of  thd  Exchequer ^obfrne^, tW^atwak 
before  the  onion  a  charge  on  the  public,  wou)d  iidw  g6  d> 
the  account  df  the  united  kingdom.' 

On  the  qadVron  being  put,  the  numbers  were  * 

'    ,  Noet-  •   37— M^o'^n  57-  "-     ' 

The  hill  wat  cbrnmitted,  atni  the  report  ordered  fo  be  re- 
tetved  the  next  dayj  • 

Tlie  Cbancdior  of  the  Exchequer  gave  ooti:e  of  his  !ti« 
fehtion  to  mote  -^n  Friday  for  tikihg  into  confulcratibri  parft 
of  the  petitionk  from^Sttflblk  and  Norfolk,  rcrpe£lihg'imporcs 
and  exports.        '         -    •  ,  ' 

The  Iriflj  linen  manufadory  bill  was  poftponed  till  Frii- 
day,  after  fome  converfafion  -  between  Mr.  Corry  *ahJ   Mr. 

Adjourned  it  tJne  o'clock.  \  .  *     ' 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS.  s 

THURSDAY,    APRIL    12. 

>  ODonfel  WAS  farther  heard  for  the  appeHantS  in  the 
ogfe  ficm  the  Court,  of  Chancery,  liichardfoo  v.  the  Uni- 
veirfitiefiof  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  ^Tbc  farther  ^coniidcr.^ 
MicMi  w^  ideftrred  tUl  TbMrfday  next.  > 

>  Qn  the  m^tiun  .pf  Lord  jKi|cnborough,  th«  biU  for  en- 
forcing the  execution  of  th^  canons  of  the  chutch,  nelaiivc 
10  the  ^go  of  pricftsand  dsaconSi  was  poflpoiu^  till^the 
next  ^j. 

—    .  -The 
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«mbt«4tepuittnc<f  to  fijlmm-ta  ths-wwOimtiwrof^litir 
ix)«IQ»ii»».  whiehi  ir  atfTftctWe  «o  Miniftw^*,  lie  wa»  diM 

«^4te*  Mid  flwttM:Jherpfarp  gpfwnm-xnf  his  iatnKHM) 
tft«».to  Wn^  itferwafd.  l>^i^rio»iihkb  beihotild  b»^ 
thehMftup^oimake,  cftncetHRd  the  war  in  vhicii  we  wei« 

*'?"f'^'*! -*•  ^^  '»  •*»  J"***  c«J<««  *«  the  origin  of 
wbuA,  4noft»i^ftandiJ^  i  porrture  taiiaaKnt  »f  *l»e  Legiflftr 
tu»  to  Httt  «fifea,  nd  joforipaaun  iMd  bees  «fiiided  to  Pur- 

,  ^"j^'n^hjiury  faid.  that  it  wa»  Hot  OMBniMi  to  briw 
l?"'*^*y  motion  of  importance  without  a  previous  ik>. 
1*!!*  Z*^^  ''?'  *  rajafiiMSjof  great  raoneiit;  and  which 
bad  oc«^pied  *  confiderable  po^UoQ  of  their  LmUhip^ 
iinj,«,,aJrMy  before  the  Hdufe  he  ttiat  aigbt ;' attd  :the 
OoWe  and  Warned  Lord  (Ellenborough)  had  fined  ^  tli« 
filV  i^J  ".Is  "''"tt"  fi^**.  ?f .  co^fi'len^lls  ithpoitanoe.  If, 
SfifS^:  lu  "®''*''>5^  *^"''-"'"  a««t:mw«.lh»n«KJk^ry 
wtereft  to  hl«  intended  motion^  he  fubj»i|»«d  the  propriety 
o^PwngnofJGeofitfotfomefotijrc^,  .'  -.  . 

^  T^ie  ^tf^/  /•rv#?/i.cqnfr4e^ed;tb?.inot|o«-  which  hetad 
I^^i^'^'i^'"/'*'^  the  h.gheft  confequenpe..  It  might  eafilf 
hfi  difcuOcd,  too,  without  interferifflft  with  toy. of  the  (?)n. 

tVZnA^A'^-^r'."  1!  ''«/'>H'>'le^«n  *fiilria. Which,** 

tfootcijded,  jmpl?ed.a  breach  of  jq.  »^  ^of  SftA.etiflat«n»» 

nLi:'l*'-''''X^°'*-*  ""'"  ''""^  ^'  preparation,  3for«5 
4>attifidi»Hi«.eftigattop,  could. b<ifcqu«rei-.  .'-> 

t^oi:*.  ,.f  ,    ^'1^'^'  ,'^*?*  Government  weje  jjot  vet  in  ^  • 
reflioa  of  any  official  documents  on  the  fubjea  to  whkt 

loulrtS  ^f-    «""{'*^''',H^:i»«P«*-««^refire.   tha^  hS   ' 
Klft«  A-'-'n™"*""'  ^ '  't.^o-^ld  te  in  die  pbwer  bf  hi, 
Mjjcfty  8  Minifteis  to  g.ve  him  the  in/cmaUon  I,e  rc- 

rr^aZii-^f  f^'^J'/'j-s^as  exaaiV-the  point  oh  which  his 
SdiL:  Th.     "I^***V  ^^  )^?'e  cngagj  in  three  wais  in 

■caifted  fo,  ivvdve  monUis,  i.nd  ,et,  in  br^ai^h-tf  a  boliti»« 
4»a.uf:ue  -LegrOafure,  Government  confeAedlhat  tbtywere 
n.  pofiiifioH  Of  no  ofhcialdocomentt  o*tl* A,^U'«S^ 
telfion  winch,  hy  thought.  douWy  ciilled  ftw  hfcinriftiha  on 
»niiuq,edute^,naniort.«tl,isiootioa  .  ■  .."""*"»'? 
•    LuJ-  Urd,ayniiggi:d  iljat  lii»  tx^tdHiip  wotjid  at  leafrgiv* . 
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morion  YTas  a  »ec«flkry  call  on  h7m  to^o  to  t^hn^MabiT^' 
t&^Mfli^^  mi  i^'  Mdg  utiafble  to  .determine  "M  «|4utf  4^^ 
iU0Jgtofcc<W  Itu  ]M^r  to.  retufa.   wl^c^ J(fcuHil4f.bowov««,^ 
9^d-iqtilhtt>  i^quiefl  (>f  the  nb6!lt*%i:;etiry^f  Si^l^ 
this  declaratiunt'  Cllat  wbeii  be  r<^turr^,frQqA  IhQ.CotMtjtrjy  * 
4lf  jhpuld  vteir  tii«)felif  ^htiilied  to.;  proceed  iq  ^tvi^  ;i»Q4ua  ' 
Jutjtmtt  tt4i6£^(Q  *»  conBdei?itJon,y^)j|!th€«r  J^inifl^^'^**  • 
or  ha4  not  mei?cda1)f -official  documents  on  the  fubjeft^  - 
from  India.  ..    ,  j     i    ^    . .'      .  .'-' 

Tive  Hoiife  tiioA  relol?ed  mto;a.QgmxtutCeeQiv<th»jrf9i-  * 
Wtccr  bill.    J  .  "\     ' 

OncIaufe>5lfti  whidli  reijtiir^s ll6r<J§  LWut^n^ntoto  tcij- 
port  the  day  on. which  particular  corps  are  to  att^iid  at-ex^  '" 
crcl/e.to  the  Scqi-etary  at  War'or his dfeputy,>yUolI«Jll' there*    ' 
ppon  jiEiC  the  pay,  '  .     * 

E«trl  Spencer  moved,  that  tlje  words^  **  ^crctary  at  Wat     ' 
or  his  d<Bputv/"be  omitted  ;  and  th^words,  ^<  IpfpcAor  Gr-^ 
neraU**  be  iubftituted  in  their  p{ace».  by  which  coniiderabiQ 
time  would  be  faved*  and  many  advantages  Secured. . 
.    On  this  the.Boufe  divided,  for  th^  amendmeutt 
!    .  Contents    -    -    -     lo         /.,,'.'- 

Not  Conteiils    .    -  li) 

Majority  in  fiivpur  of  the  original  claufe  9. 
\   On  fevec^l  other  claufes  dilcu{noti&  took  Rlaoe»  but  no 
material  amendments  were  made.    The  di&rent  clauifo 
were  gone  through,  and  th^  report  was  ordered  to  be  f>e^  ' 
iJeivea  the  next  day*  ;.  ^^•' 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS.  : 

THURSDAY,   APtLlL    12. 

The  Infpcftor  General  of  the  itfaports  a«d  txporti 
brought  in  an  account  of  the  "prodiice'of  the  permanent^ 
taxes  ;  an  e(^imate  of  th«  ciiftomsi;  of  malt  expoitc'd  froon 
Great  .Britain  U)  Ireland^  of  wheat>  flour,  barley,  &c.-*cx* 
ported  from  and  imported  into  Great  Btitain  from  Ireland^ 
for  the  diiferent  periods  therein. fpecified,  and  various  other, 
•ccounts,  lately  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  oq, 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Fofter.  Laid  oki  the  table,  and  ordered  > 
to  fee  printed.  -  .     t.  - 

A  mcflagc  from  the  Lords  inftrmed  the  Hpufe,  that  their 
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Irifli  militia  hmiiitk  |ir^v{fioh  6ili,  the  bank  of  teotlMfh^ 
tapttal  in^teali;«blll^  Wktoot  ahyamendmentyMdtoftfftd 

MV,  Vanfittan  moved,  that  there  be  hdd'b^Ibre  thelfi^slb 
an  account  of  the  grants^of  Parliameirt  to  the  Vetettttarf 
Coilegev  and  of  the  receipts,  expenditure*  and  debts  bf  tiiAt 
inftitulion,  for  the  years  l80f  and  1803. 

An  account  of  tlie  edcpcnditure  of  the  gi^ntt  of  Farllft- 
ment  to  the  Board  of  Agiiculture  for  the*  fame  tii0e.-«i- 
Ordered. 

COTTON  TRADE. 

Mr.  H.  Addington  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  talcii^ 
into  coniideration  the  teoon  of  the  Committee  on  the  peti« 
lion  of  the  cotton  manurafturers.    The'order  being  read, 

Mr.  JI.  Addington  "pxoc^tdt A  to  obfervc,  that  before  he 
moved  that  the  refolutions  of  the  Committee  be  read  a  fe-^ 
cond  time,,  it  was  proper  he  ihould  open  the  nature  of  the 
fubjeA  now  before  tiie  Houfe  ;  hut  he  was  glad  that  in  do* 
ing  io,  !t  was  not  neccifary  for  him  to  enter  much  into  de^ 
tail. '  He  fhduld  call  the  dttentrun  of  tlie  Houfe  to  tlie  cir- 
cumftances  upon  which  the  matter  now  flood,  and  then  ill 
a  few  wofds  ftate  for  what  rcafons  the  Committee  pafled 
thefe  refolutions,  and  why  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  alk  the 
Houfe  to  agree  to  them.  Gentlemen  would  rccoIle£l,  .that 
about  four  years  ago,  for  it  was  early  in  the  year  18QQ,  a 
very  conliderabie  and  a  very  unpieafant  difagrecment  t6ok 
place  between  the  mailers  and  workmen  engaged  in  the 
cottort  n1^nufa£tory,  in  confequence  of  which  petitions  were 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  a  very  large  bocfy,  prayhig  for 
legillative  interference  to  "redrcfs  their  grievances.  That 
was  a  period '  of  greatr  difficulty  iri  the  country,  crfpecialiy  ia 
the  manufadnring  part  of  It,  ariiing  from  the  Ib^natioo  of 
trade  by  the  arduous  contefi  in-vfihich  we  were  then  en* 
nged  i  and  alfo  from  the  fcarcity  and  high  price  of  prpvi- 
pons,  whichvto  a  great  extent  affeScd  all  dalles  of  bis  M»« 
jefty's  fubjeas,  and  more  parttcuUriy  the  working  p^rt.o( 
tliem.  -  He  did  think  it  extremely  poiTible,  perhaps. prober 
ble,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  irritation  arifing  frgm  dlT-* 
ttefs*.  thus  produced  from  a  combination  of  cau|es«._  ^f  $t 
petitions  frould  never  Imve  been  preicnted.  11iey~were« 
nowever»  prefented,  and  the  fubjc^l  matter  of  Xbem^^bm 
been  referred  to  a  Committee,  which  (palling ^vcf  .one  o? 
its  Members,  of.  whom  4t  did  ^ot  become  him  to  fay  n^j 
tbing}  CQpfifted  of  very  intelligent  and  enligbtAied  Mem- 
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tesof^iat  JHoj^fc,  who  aoo6d^ti^d  tiie  fMbJQ$?.r€poitc4; 
ufyiiiJi^  attd  an  %&  pf,Pai:ltainQh(  palTed  iq  alteiitbe  ia\^  j^ 
U  ilm  ftofSNcit  with  refpedl.tQ  tt)<^  (hode  of  ^ppcdlMg  to  m^n 
giltrates,  and  to  appoint  refer^  to  decide  oif  tfiatteu  jn  diO 
pute  bptweca  maftars  4i>d ..workmen  in  the.,g$)t;/ga  mic^^ 
VVb'ct&er  tl^t  was  a  proper  me^igre  »r  not,  x^^'^  ^  ^"^-^ 
ptaper  in  hiai!<o  doubt ;  ne  defeircdto  the  fc^'eof  the  per- 
le'dly  refpe^^abie  Membps  of  that  Committoe,  and  imp?-^ 
riop>  jisd  weighty  reafons  prefl^d  upon  tli^  minds  at  c^ 
time,,  which  induced  them  to  make  their  report,  and  to  form 
an  opinion  Which  was  peculiar  to  the  circumllances  undtrS 
which  they  made  it.  He  th^n  proceeded  tUlgiA^e  an  hiftory 
of  the  proceedings  of  thofe  concerned  i^  the  weavers  tra^ 
in'  tiie  cotton  bofinefs,  of  their  petitions,  and  aifo  of  thit  pro* 
cccdings  of  Parliament  upon  that  fubjeft,  obferving, .  that 
the  Corpmittce  to  whom  it  was  referred,  met  great  difficul- 
ties in  the  cafe,  in  which  they  found  it  impoilibie  to  fatt&fy 
both  parties.  The  Committee  had  endeavoured  on  the  on# 
land  to  form  animpaitial  tribunal  to  decide  on  matters  of 
difpute,  to  afford  fpecdy  redrefs  to  thofe  who  bad  }uft  . 
giounds  of  compiaiilt,  at  as  limited  an  expence  as  poHible,; 
and  on  the  other,  they  had  endeavoured  to  avoid  any  re- 
llfiftion  or  regulation  which  might  be  confidered  by  the 
nxanufdfturers  as  fettering  the  tiade,  in  the  profperity  of  ' 
"w^Ht:h;'thc  intefefts  oF'm\  the  workmen,  as  vrcll  as  the  maf- 
ters-  were  materially  involved.  In  giving  the  petitioners 
art  they  afkcd,  the  Legiflature  might  give  them  tiiat  which 
afterwards  they  might  repent  of  alking.  The  Committee 
could  have  no  poflible  ohjeft,  but  to  do  juftice  to  both  par- 
tics,  and  they  Were,  perhaps,  better  judges  of  the  intercft  of 
the  petitioners,  than  the  petitioners  thcmfclves.  His  mo- 
ti  »h  Ihould  be,  that  the  Hoafc  do  agree  to  the  .  clblutiuns  <>/ 
tins  CjmmiUee;  and  if  it  Ihould  be  the  pleafure  of  the 
Houlc  to  do  fo,  then  he  (hould  move  for  an  a£t  of  Parlia- 
ment to  carry  thefe  refoiutiortl  into  effect ;  after  which,  he 
iioped  thecoCton  weavers  themielves  would,  upoA'redeAiony 
be  iktiatied  and  convinced  they  had  alt  ^yhtdrcould  with 
propriety  be  gramed,  and  that  the  manufadurers  alfo  wootd^ 
111  their  tum^foe  fatisfied  that  care  had  beeir  taken  that  no 
injury  was  done  to  them  ;  io  that  neither  the  otm  nor  tlie 
otherlh^ohi  hereafter  tiiink  it. neccflliry  to  apply  Co  Parlii^ 
ment.  He  then  moved  that  the  refolutions  ke  npw '  te>«d 
a*iecond  time* 

Admiral  Snhky  wiflicd  to  know,  whether  thit  J^ieafuffe 
:Vot.  IL  1803-4.  3  M  »ViS 
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#«i,  bfought  00  by  Goyenuueat^  or  mguizted.mhh  .tte 
IDanuf^urf^  nhemiefves.  He  tiuxigbt  that  a  moaiiire  <^ 
snihir  to  tbift  ought  to  be  adopted »  with  reference  to  t^  m^oU 
kfi  trade*  He  wiiKed  to  know,  whether  ^ny  acf>s*were 
likely  to  be  Uken»  in  conf^quence  of  a,  meoioriol  which  iiad 
been  preTented  on  the  fubjed  of  the  i^oullen  tfade. 

Mp,  H.  AUlngion  iakl»  that  bufinefs  ha4  been  aiready 
partly  broi9ght  Yorward  by  a  rigbt-bon*  Relation  ci  bis  (tbo 
Chart<^ltor  of  <he  Exchequer). 

'   Aintiral  BirktUy — ^Tlien  I  am  to  uiiderft'and  it  as  a  public 
iaeafare. 

Mr.  FraficifMig  that  he  u'nderflood  that  the  manuf?£ttirer) 
%ere  at  liberty  to  apply  to  be  heard  by  counfel  againft  any 
bill  that  might  be  brought  id  purfuant  to  tiicfe  rcfoluliutis, 
Jf  they  thought  fit. 

The  refolutions  were  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  Addington  moved,  that  a  bill  be  brought  io  pur- 
fiiant  to  the  three  laft  refolutions. 

5/V  H^  Buxton  faid,  he  was  not  going  to  oppofe  the  brings 
ing  in  the  bill  now  moved  for»  but  he  wilhed  it  to  be  undcr^ 
ftood  as  his  opinion,  that  the  greateft  difficulties  which  bad 
been  felt  on  this  fubjed,  had  arifen  chiefly  from  our  depart- 
ing from  the  conftitutional  mode  of  adjufting  differcnceb  he^ 
tween  mafler  and  fervant ;  he  meant  that  of  ai\  appeal  to  the 
inagiftrate. 

.  The  queftion  was  then  put,  >ind  leave  was  given  to  bring 
in  the  bill. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  Calcrafti  adverting  to  the  notice  which  he  bad 
given  before  the  recefs,  to  move  in  the  Commin^e  of  Supply 
lor  an  additional  allowance  of  pay  and  cloathing  to  ilie  yo» 
lunteer  corps,  faid  he  now  rofe  to  fix  on  the  ^yi  of  May  for 
bringing  forward  the  propofition. 

IRISH  corif.  • 

.  Mr.  Ony.  ftated  that  he  feh  himfel/  under  tb^  necefli^y  of 
flil)-  farther 'poftponing  his  motion  refpe&ing  tbe-ctrcolating 
Qiin  in  l/elimd«  of  which  he  bad  givcir  notice -fer  ifhat  day. 
It  beifig  the:  wifii  of. his  Majcfty's'  Governmem  that-  tbrs 
filbjeft  ihotiU  b^  fully  inveftigaicd.  and  the  moft  ample  ifi> 
fofmati4»|i '..obtained,  difpatciBBS  were,  hourly  ionketflbr^rottn 
i/tUml*  wbkh  were  deemod  iicQtffuy  upon-  tMist  pelnfr  Mdl 
imtil  abey  Aoi4(^  arifai^^  hcalouidideclme  toibrtrlgfon^rd 
bif^protliifed  motbo.  -.  if^ibeJniefKgence  fbootd  be  )tceived 
v...  .     '     .  by 
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tj  \tkt  next  daft  he  would  take  <K%afio^  to  fubtpil  tfit  biifi'^ 
neft  to  the  conddcTatlottof  the  Hoare  ;  but  if  nat»  M  hoped 
he  1houM,(land  excared  fdT  |)oIlponin|  it  to  another  day. '  "; 

Mr.  John  Latouche  exprtfled  his  regret  that^  uadef 
the  fevere  preflbre  of  the  dvH,  whicti  nowbofe  on  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  particularly  oh  the  Inh^ibitant^  of 
ftie  inetropolity  the  right  honourable  Getfltemkft  flioold 
think  ic  proper  to  put  oiF  for  a  moment  rh^^  propofition  d^ 
fome  remedy.  The  honourable  Member  Was  proceeding; 
when  _ 

The  Speaker  <ra1Ied  to  order,  as  there  was  no  queftionbe'^* 
fore  the  Houfe. 

PAYMENT   OF    IRISH   OFFICERS  AT    PAR.     , 

L9rd  Archibald  HanuUon  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  fubjeA  of  the  paytnent  of  the  falaries  of  the  MiiiiAert 
of  lrefanc?»  who  occafionally  refided  in  this  country,  at  par. 
When  this  circumftance  was  firll  mentioned  to  the  Houfe, 
which  11  was  by  him,  it  appeared  to  every  body  who  heard  it, 
10  be  an  extraordinary  fadt,  when  it  was  admitted  to  be  a  fafi^ 
•nd  he  muft  be  allowed  to  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Corry)  who  admitted  it,  with  what  reludancehebrought 
the  matter  forward ;  however,  he  was  impelled  to  it  by  m 
Dsofe  of  public  duty,  and  for  the  fame  reafon  he  was  bound 
to  purfue  it ;  and  he|;e  he  muil  premife  what  he  bad  to  fay 
with  bbferfing,  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  diity  of  that 
Houfe  more  imperative  than  that  of  watching  over  every 
part  of.ibe  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  There  geno* 
tally  did  exld,  and,  always  ought  to  exift  in  that  Houfe,  ft 
jealoufy  concerning  all  money  tranfaSions,  and  it  ought  to 
beeserci(ed  with  vigilance  on  the  prefent  occafion ;  and  h^ 
was  gldd  to  fay,  that  the  queftion  which  he  (bould  by  before 
the  Houfe  for  its  confidcration,  would  lie  within  a  narrow 
compafs,  for  the  chief  part  of  if  was  to  be  confidered  as  the 
sxieaning  of  the  plain  letter  of  an  aA  of  Parliament.  The 
amount  of  the  fuoi  out  of  which  this  arofe  was  Indeed  fmitU 
but  it  was  ibe  principle  which  confiituted  the  importance  of 
the  fubje^W  Here  he  proceeded  to  read  the  aA  of  Parlia* 
mentot  the  jcth  of  the  King,  for  regulating  the  payment  of 
die  falariea  of  ail  the  icrvancs  of  the  Crown  iff  the  civil  de^ 
j^rtmeatsof  ibeflatt;  and  then  contended,  that  ibeComtniC- 
fiooeta  of  the  1  reafury  in  Iralfeod  had  mi  right  to  lutierfeft 
with  the  payAKOf  of  ihia  ialaiies  of  ihe  «ffioeii  of  Govern^- 

3  Ni  2  meot, 
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qK^t.noi:  with  any,  ftim^<#f  mort)By  whatever  while  U^m 

m  *K0!fiff*  ivf^r  ii  was  nQt  only  repugnant  to  th^  law  he  had 

jurt  QtHitcfi,,. but,  contrary.  aKo  lo  precedent..    He Contchded 

thai  i he  orief  which  had  been  ifFoed  by  the  Commiffittoeri 

of  the  Treafuny  In  'TeU"d»  f^'^  the  payment  at  par  of  lh€ 

fiivjl  pjfficcr3  of  the  Govcrnm<:ni  of  the  country  occalkfuaUy 

rcfid^ni  in  this,  was  not  warranted,  and  was  therefore  an 

excefs  of  their  ftuthority,     Hq  would  alk^  what  were  the  fa- 

Jaric^  .  of  thefe  pfficers  of  Gpvcrnpn^nt  ? .   Merc  they  not 

charges  upon  the  public  revenue  of  the  country  ?     If  fo,  by 

whsu  auijiority  was  apy  alteration  made  inrhem  ?     He  faid, 

that  paymeni  lo  any  perfon  out  of  the  public  revenue  of  the 

country,  of  more  than  was  allowed  by  law,   was  Irregular, 

and  quite  unwarrantable  ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

oppofnc  to  him  (Mr.  Corry)  wjls  allowed  toproccerf  irt  this 

manner,  where  were  we  to  ftop?   He  contended,  therefore,  that 

this  was  an  unwarrantable  a«^-     He  did  not  charge  Minivers 

with  A  deliberite  dcHgn  to  overrulcf  the   law  ;  but  he  faid, 

ihit.tbcfe  irregular  and  unwarrantable  a^s  would  have  that 

eflFe6i,  uulefs  checked  by  the  Houfe.     it  was  admftte^  that 

the  half-pay  officers  of  Ireland  were  not  paiJ  at  par,,  whife 

they  trtight  be  occafional   rcfidcnts  in  this  country, '::^ciw, ' 

upon  what  ground  theicivil  officers  of  Govemmeot  cKlmtd 

to  be  paid  at  par,  when  no  fuch  advantage  was  allowed 'to  the 

fcaif-pay  officers,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive.     He  knew 

many  reafons  why  the  half-pay  officers,  who  had  devoted  the 

nvlioJe  of  their  time,  and  often  riiked  their  lives  in  defence 

«nd  for  the  fcrvice  of  iheir  country,  (bould  have  .im»re adf an* 

tages  in  the  mode  of  receiving  ihcir  little  payi  buX  i>ot  ont 

xeafon  why  thcy.lhould  have  lefs  thaathe  civilofBccij  of  the 

<3overnOTent.     There  was  therefore  no  principle  on  which 

4hts  mode  of  payment  could  be  fupported  ;  becaufe,  if  it  was 

tipon  principle,  the  thing  ihould  be  adopted  generaUy  to  all 

^hofe  fer vices  belonged  to  the  Government  of  Ireland,  and 

9fho  were  nccafiunally  lefident  in  this  countr]^.    Bui  by  this 

pridliceof  paviog  officers  of  the  Iriih  Government  at  par,  if 

tncy  ihoull-happco  tocome  over  here  for  iix*  weeks,  they 

Im^I  aK  advatitf  ge  of  tert  per  cent,  on  the  courfe  of  exchange. 

liek«ew  not  why  many  of  ihe  civil  officers  of  the  IrfAi  Go- 

verntnent,car»e  intothisxountry.     The  Lord  Chancellor  of 

Ireland,  ff»r  inftance,  wiiat reafon wwas  there  why  he.Oioiild 

bt  in  bngUnd  ataU,  X9i(urwifi»tbaii  as  a-McinberofiP^rlia- 

meet*  in  ^hkb  chare Aer  he  bad^no  falary  r    ^^h4  tkne  ob- 

-    -  fervation 
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fcf  vaiion  migM  b«>.ft)adei  Qn  il^e.cl^fc  of  the  right  boo'.  Gen- 
UcmaQ  (Mr.Cprrx);  tb^fAyyii.no  obcafion  foi'hisrefidence 
U  England,  otherwire  than^sfa- Member  o^  Paritarneot,  in 
which  charafjter  he  was  entitled  to  no  falary.      The  fame 
niight  be  faid  of  the  InfpeAor  General  of  the  impoits  and 
eaporta»  who  was  not  of  neceflity  here  ;  the  fame  of  theoffi- 
c^rs.  of  the  cuftums  of  the  port  of  Dublin,  and  many  others ; 
yei  ihey  were  all  here,  and  had' the  advantage  of  receiving 
their  lalaries  at  par.     Thefe  multiplied  inftances  of  this  ad- 
vantage given  to  the  civil  ufScers  of  the  Executive  Govem- 
nient  of  Ireland,  confirmed  him  in  the  convidion  of  the  im-*, 
propriety  of  the  praflice;,  ^  Here  the  noble  Lord  read  paC- 
fages  from  the  account  on  the  table,  of  the  money  paid  Co 
different  officers  for  their  falariesat  par,  from  which  he  ar- 
gued that  there  were  abufes  in  the  lyftem,  and  the  mote  he 
cojiGdered  the  fubjefl,  the  more  he  was  convinced  of  the 
impropriety  of  the  pradice  He  then  infilled  on  the  particular 
inexpediency  of  the  pradice,  under  all  the  prefent  circum* 
ftances  of  that  country,  and  that  the  more  remarkably,  on 
account  of  the  deplorable  (late  of  the  currency  of  that  coun- 
try, which  had  for  a  long  time  pafl  been  felt  as  a  very  great 
evil*     He  maintained,  that  without  imputing  any  improper 
motives,  it  looked  unfavourably  that  the  commiffioners  of 
the  revenue  Hiould  benefit  themfelves  bv  an  order  which 
they  inade  contrary  to  law,  and  Ihould  themfe4ves  claim, 
by  their  own  order,  a  benefit  which  they  did  not  aJ|o>v  to 
others,  who,  if  the  nieafure  was  right,  had  a  better  claim  to 
it.     He  obferved  alfo,  that  this  matter  remained  a  fecret  for 
a  whfle,  and  until  he  brought  it  forward  in  the  Houfe :  if 
it  was  right,   why  was  it  concealed  at  ail  ?  this  had  an  un* 
favourable  appearance.     He  contended  that  the  right  hon. 
'  Gentleman  (Mr.  Corry)  could  not,  of  his  own  individual  au« 
thority,  do  any  aA  for  the  railing  any  money  not  allowed  by 
law,  for  any  body  ;  llill  lefs  proper  did  it  leem  to  be  when 
that  money  went  partly  to  himfelf;  fuch  money  not  being 
in  tl^e  Exchecuer,  and,  tlierefore,  not  fubjeA  to  hist  cogni- 
zance.    Thefe  were  two  points  on  which  his  objedion  to 
this  pradice  reded.    1  he  third  point  was  that  the  principle 
on  which  the  pradice  was  defended,  had  completely  failed, 
for  it  was  not  general  in  its  application  ;  the  half-pay  ofR. 
cars  deriving  no  advantage  from  it,  aiui  before.it  could  de- 
'  fervcthe  name  of  a  principle,  the  application  of  it  muft  be 
.general.     Ladly,  the  only  perfons  who  were  made  to  bene- 
£t  by  the  pradice,  w^re  the  laft  from  whom  it  .ought  to  be 
.    (expeded,  namely,  the  Commifrioners  of  the  Treafury  of 
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Irdandf  .^tabUlMj^e  wb^  r  ftarMisak*e  kn^  «scafie5for 
this  hayiM>hg|feite4  by>^iii<i*imtt)i».yii  ^  ^iiy  thiog^SiM 
forty  ior  ^ficiie:  was.  aO'^MMWC  imdotoutrQii  tb^  fvbytftt 
of  tha  revenue. cf  Jr^Undv  iaj#hi«h?  Ibexoufc-fo^iof  ex^? 
change  did  .i0t  apf^r>  -  thcTefn^iie  Alkktf .  Had;  tiie.'?fub)eA^ 
conftantiy  l^fore  tbcit.  eyes.  M^  (iuiUldiifaave.  tiioif  ht  that; 
their  being  ie  ^  fitualioA  of  trufti^  i^ouid  hasre  pneventecT 
them  foom  cauiverting  it,  fur^  they  h^  coAvevted'VCyi  inta* 
their  owivi  emolumeot :  lie  Oiuft.  he  allowed  to  deliver  his 
opinion  upon  Ifaefe.  mattery,  withoutrfoftentng  hbJanguage; 
bill  to  ule  &ieh  at  were  applicable  to  tbeffkfis^  .as^e^  ap«- 
peared  in  proof*  He  faid>  he  was  warranted^n  afleiting  that 
they  had  turned  their  fituation  of  truft  to  their  own  private 
emolument.  He  then  read  the  refoiulions  which  be  pro«- 
poied  to  fubmit  to  che  Houfe ;  i. 

I.  Refoived*  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  .pay- 
ments have  been  made  in  London*  of  (aiaries  charged  on 
the.Iri(heftaMi(hmenjt9  out  of  money  to  be  reonilted  to  the 
Irilh,  Treafury^  thereby  preventing  the  profits  of  the  eau 
'  change  thereof  from  being  of  credit  to  the  public,  as  is 
done  in  other  c^es. 

^,  Refbivedy  That  they  have  been  made  without  fuffi- 
cient  authority. 

3.  Relolvedt  l^bat  fuch  pra£kice  is  unwarrantable,  and 
ought  to  be  difcontinued. 

LprJ  Cifftlerifigh  obferved,  that  the  noble  Lord,  in  the 
ftatement  he  bad  been  pleafed  to  make  upon  this  occaiion, 
bad  travelled  more  into  general  propofitions  ehan -was  ne-' 
ceilary.  The  main  quefiion  was  a  very  iimple  on«,  natnelyf 
whether  money  in  pofleffion  uf  the  agent  in  England  belong** 
ing  to  the  lu(h  Treafurv,  was  or  was  nor  fubied  tothe  ordev^ 
the  Commifliofiersor  the  IrifhTreafury  r  Then  fuppofing 
that  to  be  decided  in  the  affirmative,th^nextqueftion  would 
be,  whether  the  application  that  was  made  of  that  money 
under  that  order,  was  a  fit  and  proper  application,  under  all 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  i  in  other  words,  whether 
thie  order  of  tlieCommiflioners  of  the  Irifli  Tresfury  pro- 
ceeded Atym  a  competent  legal  authority,  or  not  ?  And  be  ap* 
prehended  the  noble  Lord  had  taken  the  matter  too  -widely, 
when  he  confidered  that  the  money  transferred  JVom 
the  Treafury  of  that  country  to  the  Ififli  agent  in  this; 
ipuft  be  confidered  as  money  in  tranjitu  to  the  Irtlh  ExcNe^ 
qqer.  In  the  fituation  of  all  moxntf  im  tra^Jitm^  it  was  fubj^ 
Coibc  order  of  tho  Lorda  of  tbe  TfMfury  tkwe,  tHey  being 
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in  cbac  ^t4^9$y^tmf*mft¥t'^iu  e^teVf  ^ochtfft  fdfiNtefible  fiv 
dbe  exercife  of  tlieir  mtboAf  i^n'vtiife^)>|«i^  of  that 
mom&ji  4of  at  the  monejr  #M48bed'^tfer  tha  audiority  of 
the  thv^e  Lords  of  the  Treafuryy  the  order  was  a  legal  or*  ' 
der  ia  hfdft  and  as  Aich  binduig  on  the  iriih  agent ;  and  ho  . 
agreed  entirdjr  witbihe  noble  Lord«  that  ibe  officers  of  the 
Tccafury  were  refpoofible  to  Parliament  fot  every  thing  ia 
execution  of  their  truft,  and  that  thejr  flmild  draw  every 
thing  to  the  advantage  of  the  puUic,  in  the  beft  manner 
circjmiftances  would  permit ;  and  that  if  the  courfe  of  ex* 
chaoge  between  tlm  eountry  could  be  applied  to  ihebene'* 
fit  of  Ireland,  in  the  ifliie  of  any  orders  or  other  wife,  it  was 
a  part  of  their.doty  to  make  it  applicable  to  the  intereft  ol 
the  public  as  much  as  polCble,  uniefs  fome  particular  cir* 
cuimlances  of  fome  particular  cafe  called  for  a  relaxation 
from  the  general  principle,  which  be  apprehended  to  be  the 
cale  now  under  confideration.  The  noble  Lord  feemed  to 
argue  the  mtater  as  if  there  was  an  adual  increase  of  falary 
to/tbefe  officeiSy  by  the  mode  of  payment  which  had  been 
adopted  in  this  cafe  ;  if  fo,  he  fhould  agree  with  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  conclulian  that  the  mode  was  improper ;  for  it 
was  beyond  the  Cv>mpetency  of  the  Irifh  Treafury  to  in* 
creafe  the  falaries  of  thtfe  officers,  the  amount  of  which 
4fas  fpecified  by  law..  I'he  a£i  of  Parliament  had  faid  what 
the  falaries  of  thcfe  officers  flioutd  be,  but  that  was  while 
tbey  exerjcifed  their  funfiions  in  Ireland,  and  when  they 
were  |o  {)e  paid  there;  but  in  the  cafe  now  before  the 
Hoafet.4he  officers  of  Governmentt  whofe  falaries  were 
thu^paldtJiad  been  taken  from  the  natural  fphere  of  afUon 
in  which  ihey.  had  been  ufually  called  upon  to  move,  and 
brought*  for  ipecial  purpofes,  to  exercife  their  fun^ions  in 
this  country.  It  was  true  that  application  might  be  made 
to  Parliament,  if  any  alteration  was  neceilary,  in  tlie  courfe 
of  the  payment  of  (htfe  falaries ;  at  the  fame  time  the  noble 
Lord  would  fee,  that  the  wholeof  the  quefiion  arofe,  not 
from  the  amount  of  tlie  falaries  of  thefe  officers,  but  from 
the  mode  of  paying  th^m,  in  confequence  of  their  funSions 
being  ahfsred  and  extended  beyond  iheir  ordinary  fpliere  of 
adion  (.and  thcquefiion  was  merely^  whether  an.  officer 
comiog  from  Ireland  to  England  to  do  his  duty,  fhall  bo 
paid  in  If^ngjaoj)  without  the  diiad  vantage. of  Exchange?  He 
pould  iee;(jiat  i(  would  be *Araining  the  Aa^cment  to:go  bf« 
yoi\d  this,  pf.t«)  fjkf.  that  k  was  any  .thiog  like  an  increafe  of 
laUiy.     The  ^iicfiiun  was,  wfacthor,  as  an.  officer  did  his 
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dutf  iiiaBn^and;  &te  fhottid  ^t  bd  tiaftt'^tft  fiatft^f^atidv 
with  Inoney  there.  If^  hidrdl»  fill  difchit^ed  ih6*ibi»fti«nit 
of  his  office  in  Irdand.thiiWduldi*  bis  drt  SdvaifN^  «<rbim 
tor,  which  tee  wAuld- not  bd*  cHtitled  r  tint  lt*tf*  wur 
obliged  tor  oeitte  herb  to  per formHbiit'  iiflict.^ra ^lyhtr^ 
in  Virhijch'  'he  •t:citaln!y  'could  (notrlifi^*  diea^ftbaw  in 
Ireland*,  itbrtohid  he  do  h}sdtity*'hi*it^h 'mwe  £ici»- 
hStion  OTx:mven\ct\th  to  liimfelt  thftfv  ta  ItetartMl';  ho 
woold'put  it  to  the  Hottfe  whetfher  it  wt«  f^P  lo^calt  cio 
Aich  an  officer  to  perform  his  duty  with  n  dhnitnnion  of  1*4 
lary  ;  for  t^at  would  be  thecafe  wtsf^  he  to  bt  tiihjed  go  lots 
by  Exchange.  '1  his  mode  of  payment  was  noi  infii&aii 
increafe  of  ia1ary>  but  a  mete  relief  from  a  tax  to  wiikh 
thefe  officers  would  be  liable  if  this  mode  of  payment  was 
not  adopmd.  The  propriety  of  atFording  ihir  relief  from 
a  tax  in  fuch  a  cafe,  he  maintained  tcibe  confopiaifjo.die 
spirit  of  the  b&  ofunion*  as  weil  as  to  tlie  geneml  piio* 
ciples  of  juilice.  He  maintained  that  in  fome  cales  it  bad 
been  allowed  to  thofe  who  weve  not  compeiled*  aa  tbdc 
officers  were>  to  come  from  lietand '  Co  tliis  counir>i: 
As  to  what  had  been  fajd  about  the  particular  individoals^ 
who  cook  what  was  called  the  benefit  of*  this  tAodo  of  pay^ 
ment,  (which  by  the  way  was  no  benefit^  for  it  was  only  an 
exemption  from  a  tax,  which  coyld  not  jtiflly  ber  impofcd-oli 
4hem,)  he  could  fay  of  them  thaf  they  wertfaQuatcd  by  no 
motives  but  fuch  as  would  do  them  no  diOionour ;  nekba^ 
wsis  there  any  attempt  to  keep  this  matter  a  fi?cret|  no  fccfo^ 
(y  could 'attend  it.  He  compared  this  mode  fyf*  payment  (• 
that  which  was  uniformety  adopted  in  paying  out  troops 
abroad.  l*he  courfe  of  exchange  was  ottcfn  fuch  as  ^to  4nake 
ic  a  matter  of  fome  expence  to  tranfmft  the  ipay  rvf  officers 
and  men,  yet  they  had  their  whole  pay^  as  if  there  was  no 
fuch  expence,'  and  the  public  were  always  called  upon 
to  defray  it;  and  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  the  queftioo  was, 
whether  the  Commiflioneis  of  the  Treafury  of  Ireland  weie 
liot  called  upon  to  confider  of  fhe  propriety  of  relies  iitg  thrfe 
officers  froi^u  the  operation  of  a  tax  whidi  vftiuld,  iini^rs 
ihey  were  relieved,  attach  upon  them  when  they  canse  to 
perform  their  duty  in  rhisc.  untry.  and  which  would  not  a««- 
lath  on  them  it  they  performed  it  in  Ireland?  The  nuble  Lnrd 
had  faid,  the  principle  on  wh  ch  this  mode  of  paymem  was 
adopted  ought  to  be  general,  or  not  adopted  al  all,  and  ttlrre- 
tore  the  half-pay  officers  uf  Ireland,  who  were  io.thss cxyuq* 
ir)',  ought  to  be  paid  at  par  as  wcU  asihe  civilo^OBraof  ilie 
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Iri(h  Government ;  but  there  was  a  diftiadion  between  %h^ 
TWO  fervices*  The  half-pay  officers  of  Ireland  ha4  their  op->. 
tjpn  wiieiher  ihey  would  come  here  or  remain  in  Irelaod; 
b;iit^th«. civil  officers  vf.cvc  compelled  tp  com^  here.  He  ap- 
plicrijtbis.to.aU  ihofe  officers  who  came  here,  and  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  the  Houfe  would  be  of  opinion  with 
htm*  that  thofiQ,  officers  had  no  moiie  than  juftice  done  to 
thorn  upon  tbis  occafion.  On  the  wholq  matter,  he  did  not 
fee  ady  blame  imputable  to  the  Commiflioners  of  the  IriQ) 
Treafury  upon  this  occafion ;  ^nd  as  tbefe  refolutions  were 
intended  to  be  followed  up  by  fon>e  other  refolutions  of  dif- 
approbation  of  what  had  been  done,  for  which  difapproba** 
tibn  ibere  was.  no  reafon»  he  would  move  the  order  of  the 
diy. 

i/^^d  FMefione  txprttkd  his  aflonilhrnent  that,  after  the 
ft«rement  which  had  been  made  by  the  noble  Lord  who  pro- 
pofed  the.  refolutions,  any  Member  of  that  Houfe  could  be 
^itid*  to  fiand  fo  boldly  forward  to  juflify  the  practice  to 
which  ^hofe   refolutions  referred,  and  lead  of  all  did  he  ex- 
pf^ftich  attempt  at  jiiftification  from  the  noble  Lord  y^ho 
bad  fiik*fMtiawn.     How  the  noble  Lord  cpuld  reconcile  his 
d^Arine-ona  former  occafion,  that  there  was  no  deprfrciation 
^  thelriib-ctirreDcyt  with  his  affertion  of  that  evening,  that 
ftlepayment  of  the  Iri(h  civil  officers  refidcnt  in  (his  country^ 
#1  pn^  was' relief  from  a  tax,  he  was  at  a  lofs  toconcciye.- 
TKe  noble  Lord  had  maintained  that  this  indulgence  was  ex,*-' 
tended  equally  to  all  the  civil  officers  refident.in  this  country^ 
white  it  appeared,  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  that  more, 
tban'  half  the  whole  allowance  ftated  was  received  by  ihe 
LwrdiB  of  theTreafury  themfclves. 

M*^i  fbjpaikcd  the  noble  Lord  (Cafllereagh),  whom  he 
fnppofed  he  muil  have  mifconceived  in  one  part  of  his  rprech,^ 
whether  he  meant  to  fay  that  the  falary  of  thc.lrlfti  ofKcer, 
wht)  refi  led  here  and  received  it  at  par,  was  not  increjfed. 
irithough  the  exchange  was  ten  |>er  cent,  againff  Ireland,  and, 
coflfcjqnentiy  fo  much  an  advance  of  the  officer  here  over  ao' 
officer  of  the  fame  nominal  falary  remaining  in  Dublin? 
■  jUrd  Ccftlertagh  would  not  admit  that  the  prelenjt  rate  of 
^change  was  a  proof  of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  qt; 
Ireland,  bnt  the  efFe£t  of  the  defire  wbjch  the  people  pf  \)\9^^ 
<ountry  had  to  remove  their  funds  here. 
^  il!/r:  f)9;irrefumed,  and  exprefTed  his  furprife  that  any  dif: 
ninction  fhoirid  be  imaginftl,  moch  lefs  iniified  on^  hefw^pcq 
tbe '24}vancemeta  of  the  failaricsof  the  Irifli  civil  oncers  al- 
•  V  yot.  iL  1803-4.  3  N  Jjudcd 
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luded  to  afid  the  payment  of  thofe,  fi^Uries  at  par,  o^  the  ft* 
muneration  of  them  for  coming  to  this  country,  a^  th^  nobla 
Lord  had  teriped  it.  The  noble  Lbrd  muft  adrtiu  th^t  9q1u. 
df  Britith  currency  was  equal  to  loof.  of  Iriflb  cnrrencjt  and; 
yet  he  argued  that  the  officer'  who  received  reel,  pf  fhe  for-^ 
mer,  inftead  of  I'ool.ofthe  latter,  obtained  no  addiiioato  h}s 
income.  Realty  the  diftinftion  was  fo  fingular,  that  he  could 
not  without  furprife  hear  the  no^le  Lord  ferioufly  fnVintaiA- 
it.  But  the  noble  Lord  had  dated  that  this  paynpient  a^  par 
was  only  a  relcafe  from  a  tax ;  but  was  not  fuch  a  releafe*  be 
would  a(k,  as  effeflual  a  way  of  augmenting  an  officer's  falary 
ats.ahy  other  that  could  be  conceived  ?  If  Parliament  were  to 
relieve  any  defcription  of  officers  from  the  operauop  of  any  . 
particular  tax  in  the  country,  how  vvmild  it  be  underftood  but 
as  an^  increafe  of  the  falaries  of  fuch  officers?  The  exemp- 
tion from  any  public  burthen  could  imply  nothing  difierenr^ 
becaofe  obvioufly  it  muft  have  the  eiFed  of  advancing  a  maa*s 
revenue.  If,  faidthe  noble  Lord,  Irifli  of^cers  were  called 
*  here  by  their  fuperiors  to  execute  their  .pub^Iicduty,  it  would, 
be'unjuft  that  they  fliould  fufFer  any  Ws. .  But  who  were 
tKe  officers  to  whofe  fuperiors  he  alluded?  Who  was  the  fu* 
perior  that  was  to  order  the  attendance  of  t^c  fight  hon. 
Gentleman  oh  the  other  fide  (Mr.  Cor(y)?.His  duty  as  a 
Member  of  Parliament  could  alone  render  hi&prefence^n  ibis 
country  ncceffiiry.  With  refpeft  to  the  late  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, what  neceffity  of  a  public  nature  called  him  over  iq  this 
country  at  the  time  he  received  his  falary  at  par  ?  ,TJie  noble 
Lord  confeflfed  that  he  did  not  khpwof  any,  and  indeed  it  , 
^aa  fcarcely  poffible  to  conceive  any  reafon  that  ihould.bricg 
him  here,  which,  upon  even  the  grounds  laid  down  by  the 
noble.  Lord  himfelf,  could  entitle  that  officer  to  claim  the 
allowance  to  which  the  refolutions  before  the  Houfe  refer- 
;^d  If  the  noble  Lord  had  in  his  mind  any  reafon  for  the 
reGdence  of  that  officer  in  this  country^  why  not  ftate  it  ? 
What  could  bring  an  Iilfh  Jndge  to  refide  here?  The  bufi- 
,  nefs  of  fuch  mznj  prima  facit^  lay  in  Ireland.  ^  This  remark, 
applied  alfo  to  the  counfel  for  the  commiffioncrs  of  tbe  reve* 
nue,  and  to  other  officers  mentioned  in  the  account  on  the 
table.  The  6\vy  of  thofe  pcrfons  to  attend  ^heir  places  in 
Parliament  could  nevtr  be  pleaded  as  a  reafon  for  granting 
them  the  extraordinary  allowance  which  provoked  this  de- 
bate, lie  could  never  patiently  hear  it  even  infjnualed  that, 
vhile  the  country  gentlemen  of.IrtJand  were^  by  their  atten* 
dance  on  their  parliamentary  duties,  fubjedl  to  all  the  difad- 
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ranti^efs  of  unequal  6xchd(nge,  &c.  the  officers  of  Govern- 
fnent,  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  as  tHiy  are  termed,  (hould 
be'ttidtemnifiedy  (hould^  have  a  remuneration  for  coming  t;o 
Ehgland — that  the  one  flrnulcJ  have  fomething  that  mud  urge 
h?m  to  "flay  away,  while  the  other  flioiild  have  an  encourage- 
ment to  attend.  If  fuch  a  fyftem  or  language  approving  it 
iiVtns'to'be  countenanced,  not  only  ihe  ei^nce  of  the  con (lU 
tntion  was  gone,  but  all  decorum  or  regard  for  its  forms  and 
fptfit  mud  be  extinfit.  If  the  late  Loid  Chancellor  had  come 
here,  according  to  orders  from  his  fuperior,  that  fuperior 
muft  be  his  Majefty,  and  what  neceflity  he  could  have  for 
th«  keeper  of  the  Iri(h  Seals  it  was  not  eafy  to  divine;  hoW« 
ever,  if  he  had  any,  it  muft  be  a  fpecial  cafe,  and  it  ought  to 
be  Rated.     If  the  Houfe  were  to  decide  upon  the  aflertion  of 

'  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  Irifh  Chancellor  had  no  doubt  fome 
good  reafon  for  his  refidence  here,  that  kind  of  argument  - 
would  go  the  length  of  juftifying  any  appropriation  of  the 
public  money  of  Ireland  in  the  fame  way  to  any  favourite  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Irifli  Treafury  who  might  refide  in  this  coun*- 
try,  and  this  upon  the  fuppoOtion  and  conjedure  that  he  had 
a  good  reafon  of  a  public  nature  and  for  the  public  Intereft 
for  coming.     If  it  were  propofcd  that  any  officers  of  an  in«> 

'  ferior  rank,  who  (hould  come  to  this  country  fronri  Ireiandf  ' 
(hould  be  recompcnfed  for  extra  trouble  and  expcrice,  he* 
would  readify  accede  to  the  propofition,  but  not  in  the  way 
which  had  been  purfued,  in  the  inftance  then  under  confide- 
latibn,  by  the  Lords  of  the  Irifh  Treafury.   It  had  been  Rat- 
ed by  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  in  this 
country  were  in  the  habit  of  exercifing  a  fimilar  difcretioa  ^ 
with  regard  to  our  military  officers  ferving  on  foreign  fia« 
tfofis  ;  but  he  hoped  not  without  the  content  of  Parliamept,   ^ 
without  fubmitting  fuch  allowance  to  the  confideration  of 
that  Houle  in  the  army  extraordinaries.     If  not,  they  too 

'  had  forgotten  that  old  word,  refponfibility.  As  to  the  aiTer- 
tion,  that  half-pay  officers  on  the  Irifh  eRabliihment  were 

'not  employed  in  any  public  department  in  this  country,  he 
knew  the  contrary  to  be  the  fa€t,  in  feveral  inflances,  as  in- 
fpeding  officers,  &c.  and  yet  they  had  no  remuneration  fuch 
as  the  civil  officers  received.  It  was  faid,  they  had  no  claim 
to  fuch  remuneration  ;  but  ha<)  they  not  the  fame  pretenfioa 
to  it  as  the  late  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland?  He  was  allowed 
four  thouTand  pounds  a  year,  as  an  indemnity  for  the  lots  of 
the  place  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Lords,  which, 

in  cohfbq'ucnce  of  the  union,  he  had  no  longer  to  attend* 
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It  appeared  that  while;  refident  ip  this  country  he  wai  paid 
at  par  his  haif-pay  ro6^Uing  frojm  this  office.     Why  i^dt  then, 
upon  theTaiujC  py;iiu:i}ile»  make  the.raiitie  allowance  to  other 
haff'pay  offic^us?  lA  lai^gL)   If  the  principle  were  f6  extend- 
ed  it  would  be  aiuch  moie  liuDOurable  to  the   lri(b, Govern* 
Oient,  though  he  would  not  admit  that  ic  would  be  ieecniyor 
Confiituiional  to  grant  any  fuch  ;illowance  at  all  bnt.bytbe 
previous  confent  orParJifiaient.     If  any  rcLnuneraijoa  were 
deenied  neceiTary  to  the  civil  officers  of  the  frilh  Goyernrnent 
employed  in  confequence  of  the  inadequacy  uf  their  fabries, 
the  roble  Lord  who  at  the  ena<^meut  of  the  unipn  had  ma. 
Qifedtd  fuch  a  complete  knowledge  of  projects  of  inden^m* 
t!es>  and  had  (hewn  no  very  niggaKdly  dirponiion  in  diftri- 
butiog  them,  (hould  fubniit  a  piopofuion  to  ^hat  Huufe  with 
refped  to  their  cafe;  and  there  would,  nodoubty  be  found  the 
fulled  readinefsto  extend  their  faUriesasfar  as  any  r^a(onab!e 
n^n  could  dcfire.     1  he  cafe  of  ihe  repeal  of  theabfentevs  tax 
•  did  nor  apptar  to  him  to  be  at  all  analogous  to  the  tranfadion 
before  the  Houfe,  becaufe  in  the  one  cafe  a  lax  was  removed 
which  was  levied  upon  a  man  for  living  in  England,  while  in 
the  other  a  bonus  is  given  to  a  man  for  coming  to  l^v^  in  Eng- 
land, and  this  bonus  deiludcd  from  the   revenue  of  Ireland^ 
This  was  a  very  material  difference.     The  Irifli  officers  who 
remained  in  Ireland  had  good  caufe  to  complain,  of  the  in- 
creafe  of  falary  above  them  which  th«*fe  officers  obiaioed 
Avho  came  to  refiile  in  this  country.     The  noble  Lird  had 
dented  that  this  practice  had  been  kept  fecret,   or  that   there 
was  any  reafon  to  induce  the  Lords  of  the  Treafi^rj  to  con- 
ceal it ;  but  the  noble  Lord  feemed  to  forget  that  by  law 
the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  were  dircdlcd  to  dlfcharge  the 
demands  of  ;ill  claimants  on  the  Treafury  before  they  at- 
tempted to  draw  their  own  falaries,  and  yet  from  the  papers 
on  the  table  it  appeared  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  paiil 
themfelves  fitft,  even  before  they  fuffcred  the  money  to  go  to 
the  Irifh  treafury.  This  circumftance  afforded  a  reafon  why 
the  practice  to  which  the  refolutions  before  the  Houfe  refer- 
red (hould  be  concealed,  at  lead  that  it  (hould  not  be  expofcd 
if  poffible.     Under  all  the  circumftances  of  this  quefiibn,  the 
honourable  Member  faid  that  inquiry  (hould  be  inade  as  to 
the  judice  of  the  claim  of  every  peribn  who  had,profite;d  by 
this  practice,  and  this,  without  a  complete  abandonment  of 
duty,  could  nut,  in  his  opinion,  be  overlooked.     He  fliould 
t  therefore  adcnt  to  the  motion  of  his  noble  Friend,  and  recoin* 
mend  to  thofe  intereded  to  apply  to  that  Houfe  for  any  re* 
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^f)(PP^c^  ^VC  thejrfervices  they  thought  theaifelm  eiilitUd 
iu,.i^ir.j^ny  ii)d^V(^nity  fijr  lofTcs  ihey  intghl  fuftaim 

Xbe  P^a^cjel/or  of  t/i£  /Exchequer  iaidi  tttts  appeared  .ta 
hifD  ;Q.b>e^  '4,  qutdion  upon  which  there  couM  not  exift.anhr 
dif]tc,(;;pS^  vf  opinion,  \i  the  fads -were  thoroughly' uildcf- 
&uud.  ,/rh^  oiBcers  of  the  Irilh  GA)verninem,  ecfipiloyed  ia 
tl^  cuunti  y,  did  not,  as  had  been  fuppofe«t  bv  iome,  receive 
Ippj.  Bi-iti(h,  id  lieu  of  lOOl   lri(}i> .  (that  would  in  faA  be 
an  increafe  of  falary)  but  they  only 'received  ^2l.  Brililbt 
which  was  equivalent  to  lOOl,  Irrfti:  the   only  diffeccnc^ 
was,  whether  that  fum  was  paid  in  England  or  in  Ir^IaniL 
If  it  Was  paid  in  England,  then  the  officer  received  onlv  ai 
'much  as  he  would  have  received  if  he  had  reiuained  in 
Ireland  ;  but  if  while  the  officer  was  in  England,  his  falary 
were  paid  to  him  in  Ireland,  then  he  would'  be  obliged  to 
draw  it  over  here  for  his  fubfiHence,  and  fuppodng  the  ex^ 
change  yt^as  lol.  per  cent  againft  Ireland,  then  he  would  re- 
ceive inflead  of  92I.  only  82I. ;  fo  that  the  queilion  came 
literally  to  this,  whether  perfons   in  public  offices,   who 
were  ordered  over  here  upon  public  bufinefs,  ought  to  re- 
ceive 82I.  or  the  amount  of  lool.  Irifli  currency  ?  It  (hould 
.  always  be  obTerved,  that  thefe  offices  were  created,  and  their 
falaries  fixed  long  before  the  union,  and  confcquently  before 
it  could  be  in  contemplation   that  their  fcrvices   would  be 
necelTary  in  this  country.     It  had  beenalTumed,  that  the  Irifli 
officers  received  the  benefit  of  this  arrangement  for  the  whole 
of  their  falaries ;  this  was  by  no  means  the  cafe  ;  they  were 
only  allowed  to  draw  certain  portions  of  their  falaries  for 
their  fubfjflence,  according  to  the  term  of  their  refidence  in 
tliis  country.     It  feemed  admitted  that  the  officers  ought  to 
-  have  fome  additional  allowance   made  to  them  for  coming 
over  to  this  country  ;   the  fa6l  was  they  had  no  allowance, 
tney  were  only  allowed  their  travelling  expences,  and  this 
was  granted  only  to  the  inferior  officers,     it  was  to  be  con- 
(idered  alfo,  that  many  of  thefe  officers  were  obliged  to  main- 
tain a  double  eflablifhment ;  they  were  obliged  to  keep  their 
families  in  Ireland,  while  they  were  living  here  at  a  confi- 
.    derable  expence,  and  yet  they  received  no  greater  falary 
jhan  if  they  had  remained  in  Ireland.  They  were  obliged  to 
come  fiom  a  country  that  was  cheap,  and  to  keep  a  feparate 
eftabliihment  in  a  country  (hat  was  dear,  and  all  they  aiked 
was  that  they  (hould  receive  their  falaries,  and  that  they 
fliould   not  have  10  per  cent,  taken  off  becaufe  they  were 
forced  to  corne  here  by  the  orders  of  ti:eir  fuperiors. 
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Mr.  Jbhn  Latwch  fopport^d  the  original  nK^ion^  iipQft 
the  ground  chsit  this'whtch  he  confidered  as  an  incrcale  <tf 
their  ialaries  wts  entirely  defrayed  by  Ireland  ;  wbereat*  as 
it  WAS  a  paftof  the  joint  expenditure  of  ihe  empire*- Eog- 
land'QUghtvto  defray  the  proportion  fiipulated  by  the  union. 

Mr.  Ifimlham  dlfdpprov^d  of  making  diftindions  in  re» 
gard  to  thofe  in  the  efliploy  of  Ireland,  and  argued  in  favour 
of  the  originat  naotton,  thar  in  To  far  as  you  take  off*  a  minus 
you  neceflarily  add  i  piut.  He  had  very  fertoos  objeAions 
to  the  prefent  pradHce,  both  in  regard  to  theperfonsrowbdittp 
and  to  the  mode  in  v^^hich  that  indulgence  was  (hewn.  In 
regard  to  the  perfons  to  whon)  the  indulgence  was  OiewBy 
he  put  feveral  cafes,  ahiong  which  one  was,  that  if  a  perfoo 
Ihould  be  Tent  on  x^ilitary  duty  from  a  cheaper  ccfunty  to  a 
dearer  one  in  this  country,  woiild  any  allowance  be  made  ? 
Such  allowances  were  not  ufual.  If  they  were  poor  and 
could  not  afford  any  lodes  from  a  temporary  exchange,  be 
certainly  would  not  objcfi  to  the  prefent  pradict.  If  they 
were  only  poor  Chancellors  that  were  in  quedion,  and  that 
required  fome  immunities  to  enable  them  to  fubfift,  he  ihould 
not  perhaps  fupport  the  prefent  motion.  To  perfons  of 
this  defcrtption  fome  compenfation  might  be  allowed.  But 
It  unfortunately  happened  that  thofe  who  flood  moft  in  need 
of  fuch  compenfation  were  the  laft  to  receive  it.  You  allow 
this  advantage  to  people  conitng  over  of  their  own  option* 
and  deny  it  to  many  whofe  duty  is  fuppofed  to  require  iheir 
attendance  in  this  country,  and  to  many  whofe  duty  prevents 
iheir  coming  here.  They  are  exadtly  in  the  fituation  of  a 
man  who  Ihould  wi(h  to  borrow  another  man's  bellows  :  No» 
fays  the  man,  if  you  wifli  to  blowup  your  6re,'you  muft 
come  over  to  my  houfe  and  do  it.  1  (hall  willingly  allow 
you  the  ufe  of  my  bellows,  but  I  cannot  lend  them  out  of 
my  own  houfe.  (A  loud  laugh.)  He  did  not  think  it  pio- 
per  that  fome  (hould  be  exonerated  from  the  depreciation  of 
the  paper  currency  in  Ireland,  while  others,  who  had  no  Icfs 
title  to  exemption,  (hould  be  fubjefted  to  that  inconveni- 
ence. This  diftin^ion  was  the  more  objefiionable,  he  con- 
ceived, as  it  was  permitted  to  refide,  according  to  the  prefent 
pradice»  in  the  power  and  difcretion  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury. 

The  Maftcr  of  the  Rolh  faid,  that  the  noble  Lord  who  bad 
brought  forward  the  motion,  had  laid  down  as  a  general  prin- 
ciple that  no  officer  of  the  Irifli  Government,  who  was  em- 
ployed in  this  country",  (hould  receive  his  falary,  except  fub- 
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jeQ  to  the  lofs.  by  the  exchange  between  thii  cootitry  <and 
iretgndi   bther  hon.  Gentlenien  who  ha4  fpoken  in  fuf^ovt 
of  the  mbtiony  had  admitted  chat  there  might  becaicseaiitled 
to  mote  or  lefs  iodu^gence ;  but  the  noble  Lor<liniide  iiorach 
di(lin£li6n»  he  had  afTerted  generally  1  that  whether  an  officer 
had  been  ordered  over  here  by  his  fuperiors  or  not,  (lill  bis 
fatary  ought  to  be  paid  in  Ireland^  in  ^fder  that,  he  might  lofe 
10  per  ceht.  by  bringing  it  oyer  to.England.     He  wottld  not 
enter  into  an  inquiry  how  far  it  wa^  nqceflfary  for  any  of 
the  principal  pf&cers  under  th^  IriQi  Government  to  jcomo* 
over  to  this  country  ;  nor  would  be  now  conRder  whether  it 
was  rtghc  to  compenfate  any  officers  in  a  particular  manners 
he  fuppofed  that  fomc  of  the  officer.%   who  before  the  irtiion 
could  difcharge  the  duties  of  their  offices  in  Ireland*  were 
now  obliged   to  come  over  to  England.     If  be  wascorreA 
in  his  fuppofition,  it  appeared  to  him  cleax*  that  the  officers 
who  engaged  in  Ireland  to  fer ye  fur  a  certain   fum^  ought 
to  receive  the  fame  falary  if  (hey  were  ordered  to  come  to 
England.     He  did  not   mean  to  contend  that  there  ought* 
to  be  any  compenfation  ;   he  only  meant  that  there  ought  to 
be  no  diminution  of  the  fi^Iary.     A  man  who  received  icoL 
^  year  in  Ireland,  had  no  occadon  to  inquire  what  would,  be 
its  value  in  London,  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  iho 
rate  of  exchange,  becaufe  he  would  not  want  to  bring  it  over 
to  England ;  but  if  the  Government  change  that  msin's  fiiua* 
tiun,  if  they  bring  him  over  to  England  where  he  performs 
the  fame  duties,  is  be  not  then  entitled  to  the  fame  faiarv? 
If  he  is  compelled  to  fuftain  the  lofs  by  exchange^  then  he 
has  not  the  fame  falary,  and  hefuflains  a  lofs  of  10  per  cent, 
on  his  falary,  merely  becaufe  Gove/nment  think  it  right  to 
employ  him  in  one  place  rather  than  another.     It  appeared 
to  him  clear  that  the  officer  ought  to  be  paid  where  he  per- 
formed his  du^y.    It  had  been  argued,  that  becaufe  a  man 
performed  bnfiiiefs  for  the  Government  of  Ireland  in  Eng* 
land,  that  therefore  he  mud  of  necelTuy  be  paid  in  Irela^id  ^ 
upon  the  fame  principle^  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
troul  ought  to  be  paid. in  India.     It  had  been  contended  that 
caking  off  a   burthen  was  equivalent   to  an  increafe   of  a 
falary  ;  but  in  this  innance,  it  was  not  taking  off  a  burthen, 
it  was  only  placing  tlie  officer  in  the  fame  fiuiai ion,  with 
regard  10  the  amount  of  his  falary,  as  he  would  have  been  in 
if  he  had  remained  at  home.     If  the  fervice  of  the  public  re« 
quired  that  he  (hould  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  at  York, 
be  fliould  expeft  to  be  paid  at  York.    The  cafe  of  half- pay 
i .     •        •      '  "  officers 
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officers  which  had  been  put,  did  not  in  his  opinion  apply,  be- 
caule  the  principle  conticnded  for,  In  this  cafe  i/^as  merely 
t4>ts,  that  where  the  duties  of  anf  particular  office  required 
that  the  perfon  holding  it  (Mould  come  to  Engiand,  that  he 
Ibould  receive  the  falary  of  that  office  in  England. 

Dr.  iMurtnct  argued  thit  fiitfh  payments  were  made  with- 
out any  conftit.utionai  authority,  and  therefore,  independently 
of  their  equfty,  he  found  himfeif  called  on  to  oppoie  the  g&» 
nera)  principle.  He  contended  particularly  that  the  propor- 
tion ftated  by  the  right  honf  Gentleman  oppofite  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  was  by  no  means  obfcrvcd,  if  any 
dreifit  might  be  given  to  the  papers  on  the  table.  The  learn- 
ed Doflor  here  turned  up  an  article  where  Mr.  Wickham 
had  received  an  order  to  draw  his  falary  in  this  country  lo 
any  amount,  not  exceeding  the  whole  for  the  year,  which 
was  four  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds.  From  fuch  an 
order  he  argued  any  perfon  here  might  receive  the  falary, 
and  trnnfmit  it  to  Ireland  at  fo  much  additional  profit.  Ifc 
laid  confiderable  ftrefs  on  the  periods  neceffary  for  ihtir  refi- 
dence  in  this  country,  and  that  their  payments  might  be 
made  and  really  were  made,  as  appeared  from  the  papers  be- 
fore them,  whhout  regard  to  the  proportion  or  neccflity  of 
Rich  periods. 

The  Chan:rllcrcf  the  ExchfjvfrTcpVtt:^,  that  Mr.  Wick- 
ham was  only  empowered  to  draw  at  the  rate  of  his  wht»l( 
falary. 

Lord  Henry  Pf'ty  objefled  to  the  Members  of  the  Irifll 
Government  laking  their  own  cafes  into  ronflderation,  and 
making  their  own  remuneration,  however  jiift  the  princi|»fc 
might  be  on  which  they  had  afled  ;  he  indanced  particularly 
in  the  cafe  of  the  L<.^rd  Chancellor. 

A'fr.  Francis  faid.  that  among  many  weighty  arguments, 
which  determined  him  to  vote  for  the  original  motion,  there 
were  two,  which  he  wifhcd  particularly  to  Rate  and  infill 
on,  becanfe  they  were  of  a  plain  and  obvious  quality,  and 
not  liable  to  be  perplexed  and  confounded  by  technical  flcill 
or.fophiOical  diflindtions.  To  ihefe,  Sir,'  (fa!d  the  hon. 
Gentleman)  I  cxpedl  to  hear  a  plain  and  rational  anfwer, 
which  hitherto  has  not  been  attempted,  in  thcfirH  place,  I 
hold  it  to  be  a  principle  iufepa'able  from  the  duties  of  all  Gor 
vernment,  and  from  the  duties  of  this  Government  more 
than  any  other,  that  the  perfonal  rnterefl  of  every  individual 
iTiifled  with  po>ver  fitould  in  all  cafes  be  one  and  the  fame 
with  the  iqicrert  of  the  community.     If  a  general  calamity 
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flKvuld  nciftror.a  general  burlhe^,  is  to  be  endured,  to  the 
i^medy  ocirelkf; of  which,  the  labour,  the  induftty  and  .the 
ikiUo^perfoiisin  high  office  ought  to  be  unremittingly  apn^ 
pUetV'iLtrnfot-  ^ife>  it  is  not  &feto  exempt  fuch  perfons 
irom  their  (bare  jn  the  general  pi)e({i]re  or  fuff^ring  that  falU 
ufidfY^il  vfae  rod.  You<  take  away  a  principal  motive  or Jiimu^ 
/tr'toiboh'perrons  to  exert  jbetnielves  in  the  public  fcrvice, 
when  you  tell  them,  that,  whether  they  negleft  their  duty 
or  not,  they  trefure  to  be  borne  harmlefs  in  the  receipt  of 
their  own  income.  Lead  of  sU,  is  it  prudent  or  fafe  to 
fiiffer  fu^h  parties  to  form  the  meafure  and  to  diftributc  the 
amount  of  their  own  relief*  But,  even  if  the  contrary  were 
true,  if  it  could  be  mainta^ined  that  perfons  in  high  and  l^cra- 
live  oSices  ought  to  be  fpecialiy  and  exclufiveiy  exempted 
from  aiYy  (hare  in*  a  public  fufTcring, .  (lill  the  courfc  which 
has  been  taken  ought  not  to  be  endured.  It  is  ailcrted  that 
the  payments  in  queftion  have  not  been  fecret — have  not  been 
clandeftine.  My  anfwer  is,  that  they  have  been  made  not 
otily  ivithout  the  authority,  but  without  the  knowledge  cf 
Pirlianient.  I,  for  one,  never  heard  of  the  faft,  until  it  was 
introduced  by  ^c  coble  Lord  on  this  fide.  If  the  thing  be 
|>roper,  it  ought  to  be  done  by  a  vote  of  this  Houfe,  or  in 
ibme  other  regular  parliamentary  way.  Whenever  the  ge- 
neral principle  of  reimburfing  individuals  for  lodes  on  ex- 
oh8i>geof  fiilarics  comes  to  be  confid.ered,  you  will  l)ave  other 
cafes  infinitely  mote  prcffing  to  provide  for.  I  lhall,ftate 
only  one^  which  \  ihink  coujd  hardly  be  reiiftedy  and  which 
has  frequently  occurred:  I  meanthat  of  an  £ngli(h  regiment 
dtfbanded  in  Ireland,  and  of  which  the  oflBcers,  all  Knglt(h, 
are  compelled  by  tbeiri1tuati6n,  circumdances,  and  connec- 
tions to  refide  in  England  on  their  Iri(h  half  pav.  Out  of 
that  pittance4hey  lofe  ten  per  cent,  on  the  remittance  from 
Ireland.  Would  ycu  refufc  to  indemnify  fuch  perTons, 
while  the  principal  officers  of  Government  are  permitted  to 
Teimburfe  themfelves  out  of  the-public  purfe  ?  Now,  Sir,  I 
afk  for  inforipation  on  a  point  of  parliamentary  conftrudMon, 
in  which  I  think  the  honour,  becaufe  I  am  fure  the  duty  of 
this  Hoiife,  is  cffentially  concerned.  Suppodng  the  motioo 
of  the  noble  Lord  fhould  be  fet  aftde,  with  fuch  fafts  brought 
-rmo  the  view  of  the  Houfe,  and  fo  immediately  connedlcd 
with  our  Atflduty  as  guardians  of  the  public  purfe,  and.  that 
ihvs  ihould  be  done  by  an  expedient  fo  difgraceful,  and  I.ber 
Heve  in  fucha  cafe  fotiupjecedented  in  the  proceedings  of 
Parrli^imcht^  as  that  of  moving  the  order  of  the  day,  in  what 
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ftate  will  this  bufinefs  be  left  ?  Will  it  not  be  concluded  that " 
the  Houfe  renounces  its  duly,  and  abdicates  its  junldi^ion 
over  a  money  queflion  ?  Will  it,  or  will  it  not,  be  taken, 
by  the  panics  who  have  hitherto  aftcd  in  their  own  behalf, 
by  their  own  authoiity^  for  an  ackuowlcdgnieni  of  the 
power  they  have  fo  affumed  ?  What  is  to  cluck  or  to  limit 
them  in  the  future  cxeicifc  of  that  difcrction,  when  Par- 
liament, with  the  cafe  before  them,  refufes  to  inquire  into 
the  paft,  or  even  to  lay  down  any  rule  for  the  future  ?  Cer- 
tainly the  gi  ntlcmen  who  have  taken  good  care  of  thcm- 
fclves,  may  aA  with  more  refcive,  and  be  Icfs  indulgent  to  the 
claims  of  .-ihers  full  as  good  as  their  own.  Or  they  may 
choofc  and  felcft  the  ohjcfls  of  their  favour.  I  afk,  is  it  fit 
that  fuch  aqucftion  ftiould  be  left  undecided  ?  Jn  fa£V,  I 
fear  it  will  amount  to  a  deciflon  in  favour  of  the  abufe,  and 
furnifh  a  pretence  for  other  prafticcs  of  the  f^me  nature. 
When  »Huufe  of  Commons  refufes  to  inquire  into  an  un- 
authorized application  of  public  money,  and  when  the  fa£l 
is  not  denied,  it  gives  an  approbation  to  the  thing  done,  and 
makes  it  a  precedent  for  greater  abufes. 

Mr.  If.  Thornton  thought  that  the  prefcnt  prafiicc  was 
perfectly  confiftcnt  both  with  law  and  equity,  and  therefore 
oppofed  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Barhaniy  upon  the  principle  that  ioo,oool.  received  in 
this  country  and  fent  to  Ireland  would  be  worth  iio,cool. 
oppofed  the  fyftem  that  was  now  afted  on,  as  giving  an  ad- 
ditional income  to  thofe  that  were  fo  paid,  while  othei^  rnnft 
ncccffarily  labour  under  a  deficiency  to  the  fame  amount.  He 
argued,  that  whenever  cither  civil  or  military  officers  (hould  be 
on  their  duty,  there  was  no  qucftion  but  they  were  to  be  paid 
by  the  trcafury  of  the  country  by  which  they  were  employed. 
Mr.  Fojler  argued,  that  whatever  money  was  fuhtradcd 
from  the  Trcafury  was  fo  much  taken  from  the  publjc,  and 
that  the  Houfe  therefore  had  a  right  to  inquire  into  it.  If  the 
profits  derivable  from  the  rate  of  exchange  were  not  returned 
to  the  Trcafury  of  Ireland,  the  public  mufl  neceflarily  be  de- 
prived of  thofe  profits.  He  argued  againft  the  nece/fity  of  the 
refidence  of  the  Members  of  the  Irilh  Government  as  fuch  in 
this  country. 

Lord  Caftlcreagh,  in  explaining,  was  called  to  order  by  Lord 
Folkeftone. 

Mr.  Fojier  begged  to  adduce  an  inftancc  which  came  with- 
in his  own   knowledge.     When  he  was  conncdtcd  with  the 
cvenue  of  Ireland,  the  Counfel  for  the   Commiflioners  had 
only    lool.  a  year,  whereas  in  Uie  papcib  now  before  the 
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Houfey  he  perceived  that  that  Honourable  Gentleman  had 
received  goal,  in  thecourfe  of  three  years.  If  this  additibnal 
fum  was  confidered  as  a  compenfaiion,  he  faw  no  reafon  why 
fuch  Gentlemen  fhould  alfo  avail  themfelves  of  the  profits  de- 
rived (rom  the  prcfcnt  rate  of  exchange. 

Alf\  Ormjby  faid  he  wns  always  unwilling  to  trouble  the 
Iloufe,  and  particularly  fo  at  this  prefent  moment.     He  had 
the  honour  of  filling  the  office  juft  adverted  to,  and  the  fadl 
was  as  dated  that  the  falary  was  but  lool.  a  year.  The  fees  of 
his  office  arofe  from  the  various  buGnefs  and  cafes  laid/ before 
him,  for  opinions  on  bills  to  be  drawn.     For  this  he  had  beea 
paid  at  par,  and  (his  was   all  that  he  ^had    received  fince  he 
came  to  England.     He    believed  that  if  the  faA  could  be 
inveQigated»  it  would    appear  that  tHe  officers    who  came 
over  ro  this  country,  expended   more  than   the  ;imount  of 
their  falaries,  and  all.  the  money  they  drew  upon  their  private 
accounts,  they  drew  fuhjed  to  all  the  lofs'upon   exchange.  It 
was^unnecefiary  for  him  to  repeat  the  arguments  upon  the 
general  queilion.     The  officers  paid  at  par  gained  nothings 
the  faft  only  was  that  the  Treafury  forbore  to  make  a  gain  by 
them.      It  had  been   faid,  that   at  the  time  of  the  union^ 
there  was  a  compenfation  given   to  the  counfel  to  the  Trea- 
fury ;  that  compen  fat  ion  was  not  granted  to  him,  but  to  his 
predeceiibr  in  the  office,  Mr.  Johnfon,  and  that  compenfation 
was  difcontinued    when  Mr.  Johnfon  was  promoted   to  the 
bench  in  the  Common  Picas.     With  regard  to  the  legality  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  making  ufe  of  public  money  be- 
fore  it  aftually  came   into  the  Exchequer   of    Ireland,    he. 
v/i(hcd  to  fay  one  word :  if  this  light  was  difputed   it  would 
be  now  difputed  for  the  firft  time  ;  it  was  a  right  that  they  hatf 
been  in  the  conftant  practice  of  exercifing ;  it  was  pcrfc£lly 
well  known  that  almoil  the  whole  of  the   army  of  Ireland 
was  paid  in  the  different  parts  of  the  cofintry   by  the  collec- 
tors of  the  revenue,  who  received  acquittances  for  the  money 
fo  advanced,  fo  that   in  point  of  fa 'I  the  money   never   did 
reach   the   Exchequer.     The   intereft  of  the  debt  of  Ireland 
due   in   England  was   paid   in    England,  out  of  the  money 
raifed  by  loan,  without  ihe  money  having  been  prcvioufly  fent 
over  to  the  Treafury  of  Ireland.     It  is  true  there  was  no  writ- 
ten Jaw  upon  ihisjubjedt,  but  the  praflice  had   been  conftant 
and  uniform  as  he  had  ftated  it.  There  were  many  cafes  where  , 
collcflors  were  compelled,  by  different  a<3sof  Parlian>ent,  to 
pay  away  the  public  money  before  it  came  into  the  Treafury  ; 
for  inftance,  the  marchmg  cuincas  to  foldiers.     He  could  not 
therefore  think  the  Lords  of  the  !n(h  Treafury  had  adlcd  illc- 
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gaily.  Much  had  been  fald,  with  regard  to  the  nature  and 
defcription  of  the  officers,  and  the  duty  they  had  to  perforin  : 
if  Gentlemen  fuppofed  that  a  greater  number  of  officers  were 
brought  over  heie  than  was  neceflary  for  the  public  fcrvice, 
they  were  very  much  miflaken  ;  the  number  and  complicated 
nature  of  the  queftions  that  had  arifen  fmce  the  union,  upon 
legiflative,  commercial,  and  other  points,  were  fuch  that  he 
could  affu re  the  Houfe,  that  the  number  of  officers  was  very 
inadequate  indeed  to  the  "duti«s  they  hat!  to  perform.  I'he 
feveral  revenue  officers  whofe  names  hid  been  mentioned, 
had  not  been  brought  ever  without  iiuiifpenfabk  ncccffity. 
The  Houfe  knew  that  the  fchcdule  of  Iii(h  duties  had 
been  prepared,  which  had  met  with  tlie  moft  unqualified 
approbation  from  the  perfons  in  this  country  the  bed  en- 
abled to  appreciate  the  tncrit  of  fuch  a  performance,  it 
could  not  be  fuppofed  tliat  fuch  a  fchcdule  could  have  been 
prepared  if  the  Irifli  officers  in  quetlion  hiui  not  been  on  the  fpor, 
bccaufepoints  daily  and  hourly  arofe,  on  which  it  was  neceflary  ' 
to  refer  to  them.  Gentlemen  were  very  much  miftaken  if 
they  fuppofed  that  the  Irilh  bufinefs  was  fo  ealily  performed ; 
it  was  of  a  nature,  recurrence,  and  difficulty,  for  which  he 
was  fure  Gentlemen  would  make  great  allowances  if  they 
knew  it.  It  had  been  faid  by  an  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
did  not  fee  the  ncceffity  of  the  attendance  of  the  Chancel- 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  in  this  country;  but  furely  this  was  a 
point  which  it  was  unneceflary  to  argue  ;  a  few  words  would 
be  fuificient  on  the  fubjeft.  When  it  was  confidercd  that  this 
officer  had  perpetual  queftions  put  to  him  upon  every 
fubjedl,  and  every  depaitment,  upon  which  it  was  expe£lcd 
that  he  fliould  give  full  information,  both  in  and  out  of 
that  Houfe,  the  neceffity  of  his  prefence  was  obvious.  It 
might  be  neceflary  to  add  that  the  ^iftance  which  he  re- 
ceived id^London,  in  performance  c.f  his  duties,  was  fmall 
indeed  ;  the  time  neceflltiily  employed  in  the  various  duties 
of  his  office  was  fuch,  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  had  found 
it  impoflible  to  fpend  more  than  two  months  in  Ireland 
during  the  whole  of  laft  year.  Though  the  expences  of 
the  two  countries  were  united,  the  Exchequers  were  ftill 
feparate  ;  ,and  if  ever  tl)e  difcharge  of  the  office  of  the 
Chancellor  of.  the  •  Exchequer  of  Ireland  called  for  dili- 
gence, or  was  attended  with  difficulty,  it  was  fince  the 
union.  With  regard  to  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  he 
hoped  it  v^as  clearly  underltood  that  the  Irifh  officcis  in  this 
country  received  no  more  than  they  would  have  leceived 
in  Ireland:  furely  Chen  the  Houfe  could  not  agree  to  rcfolu- 

lions. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^vMt  12.]  PAYMENTS  AT  PAR.  467 

tions,  which  went  to  throw  a  blame  upon  perfons  who  had 
only  afled  from  motives  of  juftice  in  new  fituations,  and 
under  novel  circumftanccs.  He  was  quite  alhamed  for 
having  taken  up  the  tin^  of  Ihe  Houfe,  and  thanked  them 
for  ilieir  indulgence. 

Sir  Laurence  Par/ons  oppofed  tl>e  original  motion :  it  ap- 
peared to   liim  ih^t   the    Lords  of  the  Iridi  Treafury  had 
ailed  confiflcntly  wiih  ju(lice«nd  equity,  and  therefore  he  - 
Ihould  vote  tor  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr,  T,  Gri-;9V/7/tf  referred  to  fe  vera  I  obfcrvationr,  which 
had  been  made  by  different  hon.  Membei'son  the  other  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  and  faid,  that  tiie  arguments  which  the  nobic 
Lord  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Houfe  with  himfelf  had  ad- 
vanced with  fo  much  ability,  were  fo  completely  unan<-. 
fwered,  that  he  Ihouid  not  prefumo  to  do  away  the  impref- 
fion  they  had  made  upon  the  Houfe  by  any  attempt  on  his 
part  to  repeat  them.  One  hon.  Gentleman  indeed  had  ap- 
pealed to  the  prudence  and  difcretion  of  the  Houfe,  and 
then  a&ed  if  it  was  neceflary  for  the  Houfe  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  cafe  ?  He  had  concluded  \yfth  inviting  the 
Houfe  rather  to  blink  the  quejiion.  What,  when  ihc  Houfe 
is  told  that  there  hasl)een  an  illegal  iffue  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, (hould  Parlian.ent  be  told,  that  inftead  of  looking  into 
the  cale,  they  Ihould  not  excrcife  that  right  which  the  peo- 
ple have  committed  to  their  charge,  but  rather  be  inclined 
to  blink  the  queflion  ?  An  aifertion  had  been  made  in  the 
courfe  of  debate,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  had  a 
legal  authority  for  the  ifluing  of  public  money.  No  doiAt 
they  had.  But  could  that  be  fuppofed  to  he  any  argument 
againd  the  refolutioiis  which  had  been  fubmltted  to  the 
Houfe  ?  Neither  his  noble  Friend,  nor  any  other  perfon 
who  fpoke  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  had  denied  the  ex- 
iftence  of  fuch  an  authority.  They  only  objefted  to  what 
appeared  to-  them  to  be  an  illegal  excrcife  ot  that  authority, 
in  the  paying  away  the  money  of  the  public  in  a  manner 
for  which  they  had  no  vote  or  authority  from  that  floufc. 
For  that  principal  rcafon  he  moft  heartily  fupported  the  mo- 
tion, and  refilled  the  order  of  the  day- 

The  Attorney  General  expreffed  his  opinion,  that  if  the 
Iiilii  'j'reafury  had  adopted  any  other  line  of  conduft  than 
that  which  was  now  in  queftion,  it  would  have  appeared 
xnoft  extraordinary.  The  cafe  was  fimply  this,  that  the 
Irifh  Treafury  had  funds  in  England  ;  they  owed  to  a  public 
officer  who  had  been  ordered  here  on  public  bufinefs,  lOOl. 
Irilh,  being  92l.   Biitifh  :  ought  they  then  to  pay  the  money 
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here,  or  fend  it  over  to  Ireland  that  it  might  be  remitted 
back  to  the  officer,  who  then  inftcad  of  9i:l.  would  receive 
only  82I.?  This  was  literally  the  whole  queftiun,  and  it  was 
one  upon  which  it  sippearcd  to  him  impollible  to*  entertain 
a  doubt. 

Sir  John  Neuiport  did  not  mean  to  contend  that  thofc 
officers  of  the  Iri(h  Government,  whofe  attendance  here  he 
confidcrcd  to  be  eflcnti^liy  ncceflary,  ought  to  experience 
any  lofs  in  the  receipt  of  their  emoluments.  But  admitting 
the  principle,  he  complained  that  they  were  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  difcufs*  whether  the  payments  made  had  been  re- 
gular and  fair.  He  thought  there  were  conlidcrable  objec- 
lions  to  the  manner  in  whicn  the  money  had  been  iffued, 
iior  was  it  fit  to  iffue  public  money  without  the  purview  of 
Parliament.'  If  this  was  not  the  period,  when  was  the  pro- 
per time  for  difcuHing  the  fubjeft  ?  Objefting,  theretorc, 
as  he  did,  that  no  opportunity  was  afforded  for  difcaffion, 
he  ihould  vote  againft  the  previous  queflion. 

Lord  A,  Hamilton  faid,  the  exprellions  of  forac  hon. 
Members  had  been  obiefted  to  :  but  the  Houfe  would  re- 
colled,  that  he  had  ailerted  that  t'he  a£t  in  ilfcif  was  not 
legal ;  no  perfon  had  controverted  that.  An  obfervation 
had  been  made,  that  a  lervant  fliould  be  paid  his  travelling 
expences ;  but  there  was  no  argument  in  that,  as  no  perfon 
gave  in  fuch  an  eftimate  as  travelling  expences  to  Parlia- 
'nicntj  and,  if  that  was  to  be  urged  againft  inquiry,  no  one 
could  fay  but  that  travelling  expences  had  been  paid  bciidc. 
As  to  the  fuppofition  of  fending  money  to  Ireland  for  the 
purpofe  of  reducing  the  amount,  there  was  a  fallacy  in  it  as 
-an  argument.  It  indetfd  would  be  a  work  of  fupererogation 
to  do  fo  ;  but  why  not -pay  the  officers  of  the  public  to  the 
fame  amount  here,  as  their  Irifli  money  would  come  to  if 
it  was  paid  in  Ireland  where  it  was  due  ?  As  an  hon.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  J.  Newport)  had  obferved,  it  was  an  unwarran- 
table diflribution  of  the  public  money  to  pay  it  othcrwife; 
and  it  was  unworthy  the  dignity  of  Parliament  to  refiife 
entering  into  an  inquiry. 

The  queflion  was  then  called  for,  and  there  appeared. 
For  the  order  of  the  day     82 
Againft  it     -----  44 

Majority     -     38   " 
The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read  for  the  Houfe  re- 
ceiving the-  report  of  the   Irifti  militia  offers  bill,  which 
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was  received,  and  the  third  reading  >»ras  fixed  for  thfc 
next  day. ' 

'J'lie  report  of  the  Trifli  militia  augmentation  bill  was  alfo 
received,  and  the  bill  *was  ordered  to  be  read  k  third  time 
the  next  day. 

Mr.  Calcraft  faid,  that  at  that  late  hour  he  would  riot  de- 
lay the  Hoi/fe  by  making  any  obfervations  on  either  of  the 
bills,  but  fhould  rei'erve  himfelf  until  the  third  reading. 
Adjourned.  > 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

FRIDAY,    APRIL.  13* 

Counfel  were  heard  in  continuation  relative  to  the  ap- 
peal, Abercrbmby  v.  Fleming.  To  proceed  again  on 
Monday. 

The  bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  feveral 
ftages. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  priefts'  and  deacons'  bill.  Lord  VV^alfingham 
took  the  chair. 

The  £i/io^  of  St.  AJaph^  purfuant  to  his  intimation  on  a 
former  evening,  made  a  variety  of  obfervations  on  the  fub"- 
je<a.  After  referring  to  the  leading  provifion  of  the  bill, 
he  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  the  facerdotal  chara^er  in 
itfeif  could  not  be  done  away  by  the  fecular  power;  the 
Saardolum  Catholicum  was  that  which  no  fecular  power 
could  cither  give  or  take  away ;  it  was  derived  from  a 
higher  fource.  He  agreed  that  it  was  neccflary  and  proper, 
that  fome  exa£t  and  defined  limits  (hould  be  put  to  the  age 
at  which  perfons  fhould  be  admiffible  into  the  facred  orders 
of  deacon  and  prieft.  In  defcribing  to  the  Committee  the 
hiftory  of  the  fubjeft,  the  learned  Prelate  referred  to  various 
ecclefiaiUcal  authorities,  whereby  it  appeared,  that  fpme 
variations  bad  obtained  with  refpe£l  to  the  age  at  wlilch 
perfons  were  admiffible  into  the  orders  in  que(tion.  In  the 
earlier  ages  of  the  church,  deacons  were  required  to  be  of 
the  age  of  25  years,  and  priefts  of  that  of  30 :  this  was 
about  the  fourth  century.  In  fome  time  after,  by  a  decree 
of  the  council  of  Trent,  perfons  of  the  age  of  25  were  ad- 
miffible into  prieft's  orders.  After  contending  for  the  inde- 
libility of  the  facred  charadler,  the  rev.  Prelate  obfcrved, 
that  in  cafes  whero  a  radical  or  original  defeft  in  the  ordi- 
nation exiiled,  as  in  the  cafe  of  marriages  improperly  folem- 

nizedj 


Digitized  by 


Google 


47»      ^  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [Loies, 

niied,  &c#  the  LcgMaturc  m-dY  declare  the  nullity  of  foch 
proceedings  ;  and  it  was  upon  this  principle  chiefly,  that  he 
agreed  td  the  relevant  provilion  of  the  bill. 

'i'he  Duke  of  Norfolk  cxprefled  liis  concurrence  in  the 
principle  laid  down  by  the  rev.  Prelate,  as  to  the  indelibi- 
lity of  the  facerdota)  charafter.  Refpefling  this,  it  was  a 
maxim  in  the  aotient  Catholic  Church,  Nee  herefisy  nee  apof- 
tajia  deitt ;  but  with  refped  to  the  fubjeft,  there  were  cue 
or  two  confiderations  which  ftruck  him  as  material.  A  per- 
fon  may. innocently  become  fubjcftto  the  enaftmcnt  of  the 
hill,  as  in  the  inftance  where  he  was,  through  mifinforma- 
tionj  or  other  caules,  led  to  fuppofe  that  he  was  either  25  or 
24  years  of  age,  when  in  fadt  it  might  not  be  fo.  1  here 
were  cafes  alio  in  which  the  bilhop  who  ordained  may  not 
be  wholly  exempt  from  blame  ;  and  it  may  not  be  unwor- 
thy  of  confideration,  what  degree  of  punifliment  fliould  be 
incurred^by  a  diocefan  who  Ihould  fo  infringe  upon  an  aft  of 
Parliament, 

The  B'ljhop  of  St,  Afaph  explained :  The  cafe  adverted  to 
by  the  noble  Duke  was  one  of  thole,  he  conceived,  within 
the  contemplation  of  the  Bill.  With  refpeft  to  the  latter 
confideration,  bifliops  were,  as  the  law  now  flood,  liable  to 
be  called  to  account  ihould  they  a£i  in  violation  of  an  ad 
of  Parliament. 

The  leading  provifio'n  of  the  bill,  which  cnafts  that  na 
perfon  (hall  be  admiflible  to  the  facred  orders  of  deacon 
and  prieft,  unlefs  he  fhall  have  completely  .attained  the 
2:5d  or  24th  year  of  his  age  refpe£tively»  &c.  was  then 
agreed  to. 

After  fome  further  obfervations  on  the  part  of  the  rer. 
Prelate  and  noble  Duke  above-mentioned,  the  remaining 
provisions  of  the  bill,  with  a  few  verbal  amendments,  were 
agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Bilhop  of  St,  Afaph,  a  claufe  was 
infcited  for  the  coniervaiion  of  the  rights,  with  refpefl:  to 
ihis.bill,  of  the  Metropolitans  of  the  refpcaivc  parts  of. the 
united  kingdom. 

The  H(Hife  then  refumed,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  be  re- 
ported on  Monday. 

The  report  of  the  volunteer  bill  was  then  received  ^r« 
forma, 

I Ard' Auckland  obferved,  that  in  confequcnce  of  the  una- 
voidable delay  of  printing  the  hill,  be  did  not  think  the  re- 
port could  be  confidered  on  fo  early  a  day  as  was  at  fisli  pro- 
pofeik  -'  Hefeemed  (o  think  not  before  Tuefday."  ' 
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The  bill  was  then>  with  Che  anieinl^ientS}  on  the  motion 
of  Lord  Waiiingbam,  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,    APRIL  13. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  to  difcharge  the  order  for  taking 
into.c.onfideratioB  the  llcheftcr  cleftion  petition,  in  order  to 
fix  ii  for  a  future  day  ;  which  motion,  after  forae  converfa- 
tion  between  Mr.  J.  Graliam,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Hilcy 
Addington,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  J.  Graham  prefented  a  petition  from  certain  voters 
of  Chippenham,  refpefting  the  right  of  voting  in  that  bo- 
rough, which  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  conlideration  on 
the  fame  day  as  the  former  petition. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  after  referring  to  the  order  of  the 
2^th  of  March,  giving  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  iufpend  the 
operation  of  the  army  of  refervc  aft,  obferved,  that  it  had 
been  more  convenient  to  bring  in  two  bills,  one  for  Great 
Britain,  and  one  for  Ireland.  He  therefore  moved  to  dif- 
charge the  former  order,  and  for  leav,e  to  bring  in  a  bill  or 
bills  refpefting  the  fame  fubjcft.     Leave  given. 

Mr,  Secretary  Yorke  afterwards  brought  in  the  bill  for 
fufpcnding  the  army  of  referve  a£l  in  Great  Britain,  which 
was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time 
on  Tuefiday,  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  called  the  attention  of  tfee  koufe 
to  an  aft  of  laft  feflion,  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  cffeftual 
completing  the  officers  of  the  militia,  which  being  limited 
in  lis  duration  to  the  25th  of  March  in  the  prefcnt  year, 
had,  through  inadvertency,  been  fufFered  to  expire.  It  ap- . 
pearing,  however,  abfolutely  necelTary  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue that  aft,  he  therefore  moved  for  leave  to  .bring  iira 
bill  for  that  purpofe.   Leave  given.  .      ' 

MlSCEtLAN£Ol][S    SCRVICES* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excjiequer  moved,  the  order  of 
the  day,  for  a  Committee  of  Supply  ;  and  to  refer  to  tba 
faid  Committee  the  cdimates  refpefting  the  militia  pay, 
cloathing,  and  allowances,  and  alio  the  eflimate  of  fecret 
fervices  ;  which  was  ordered.  ,    ' 

The^  Houfe  having  lefolved  itfelf  into  a  Coinj^ittfe  of 
Supply^ 
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The  Chtiicellor  of  the  Exchequer  -m^ved  tb^  fMitomng 
refnlutions  and  Aims^  which  Were  feyeraUy  a^re^.  to,    ^1 

To  make  pfovtfion  for  tbh  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  mi« 
'  litia  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  allowances  to  adjgianta  and 
fcrjeant-majors  of  ditto»  and  alio  for  the  militia  of  Xrp)aod 
and  fubaitern  officers  of  ditto. 

Secret  fervice  money  -  —  -  f^  £^^  50/)Q0 
Sums  awarded  to  be  paid  by  the  Britifh  Govera-; 

rtientv  in  putfuance  of  the  7th  article  of  the     \ 

treaty  with  America  *  ^         -  -     ,4I?,0bO 

To  make  good  Exchequer  bills  iffucd  laftyear 

upon  the  aids  of  1 804*  •  •  WfiOO^QOO 

Traftees  of  the  Britifli  Mufeum  -  -  -  ';  6oo 
•  Tire  Houfe  baring  refuroed*  the  report  was  ordered 'to 
be  received,  and  the  Committee  to  lit  again  on  Monday- 

IRl&H  MILITIA  AUGMENTATION  BILl;;* 

Mr.  T.  Grenvilli  obfervcd,  that  fevera}  Genttemeii  bad 
thiderftood  that  both  the  bills  were  not  to  be  rend  n  tbiid 
*  time  bn  the  fame  day,  it  Ad  fome  who  were  not  tbeawefent 
wifUecI  i6  fp^ak  lipoh  the  bill  for  augmenting  tbe.Jn,fli  mi- 
litk ;  iie  therefore  propofed,  if  the  ri^bt  lion.  Qeotibman 
'(Mr.  Secretary  Yorke)  bad  no  objeftion,  to  poilpo«e  tlie 
'  third  reading  of  that  bill  till  fome  day  hgkI  week. 

Mr*  Seenfary  torke  faid,  if  there  were  any  Gentlemen 
who  did  not  expeCt  the  bill  to  come  on  on  that  day,  he  had; 
:  1)6  objeCKoti  to  poftpone  the  third  reading  till  Monday. 

Mr*  Sheridan  thought  the  priority  ought  to  be  given  toijthe 
Bill  f6r  jmgrmnting  the  militia  of  Ireland,  as  they  ouight  to 
'  augment  fim,  before  they  drew  away  the  exifVing  militia, 
fince  it  wonid  be  very  prepoflerous  if  the  bill  for  accepting 
the  oflet^  was  to  be  agreed  to,  and  then  the  bill  for  aug* 
n^tenting  to  be  ne^ativ^d. 

Mr.  Sicrelary  Tcrie  obfervcd^  that  the  addrefs  upon  his 

Majefty'rmelfageidnty  f^oke  of  enabling  his  Majefty  to  ac- 

'  cept  the  oSctts  of  the  Irifh  miliUa,  but  t(»k  no  notice  of  the 

augmentation;,  the  forraer,  therefore»  of  courfe  had  die 

'    priority. 

The  bill  was  ttien  ordered  to  be  read  a  tliird  timf  on 
Monday. 

.    >  ...'  HUSfrlAN    MEDIATION.'        ,  '* 

.  -r:.   Mr.  Fox  wifhed  for  an  anfwer  to  a  quedion  relpe^lifip  a 

fiibjeft  Irfr-had  formerly  advened  to,  namely,  the  Rafl^n 

^atiediatioOy  wbich^if  k  wasiatisfaftory,  might  (kve  him  and 
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tbf  Uosjfc  mvtchj^pfAlt^.iff  had  bad  ^i»  Intention  to  l)ru\| 
forward.a  motion  upoa  the  fubjcflk  very  fpbn  ^ft^r  the  tcr 
cef  ;  ht  bad  however  iieatd  reports  of.  ftHZMf  ipfipotpf^nt 
tranrjii£tions  going  on  wtlh  Snxffia,  VKbk)i«..if  t|M,iC»  i^igb< 
fonh  a  confiderabTe  objeAion  to  the  <produ^40i^  ^f  papcr«< 
'  If  be;  received  a  fatisfadtory  aofwcr  upon  ti>ii|>fvkbj(edi  bq 
^  ihblifd  avoid  making  any  motion,  upoa  it.  .  . .  r   . 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchtqmr  vfas  glfi^l  of jtbo  op* 
portunity  of  explaining  what  had  been  i^atber  fevqrely  s^pi^^ 
madvevted  upon  by  the  hoh.  Gentiemao  on  ^  f^oa^r  occ^-^ 
(ion.     He  ilated  on  a  former  day,  Chat  there   was  evei^ 
wifli  on  the  part  of  the  Minlfters  to  put  the  Houfe  in  po^t 
feilion  of  all  the  information  in  their  power,  l^t  that  tbf  re 
were  objeftion's  which  might  render  it  highly'  " 
to  lay  any  papers  refpefling  the  fubjeft  bc/ort 
'  ife  then  ftated  two  ohjefiions ;  the  one  avifing  i 
fiances  exiAing  at  that  time,  and  the  other  fror 
circumftances,  which  might  ftill  prevent  his  U 
nifters  from  making  any  communication  to  the  1 
latter  drcumilances  ilill  exifted.  Whether  any 
'  were  fobfifting  with  Ruffia,  he  was  fure  neith 
GMtfetnan  nor  tiie  Hoiife  would  exped  to  be  Informed :! 
Aor,  he  was  convinced,  would  the  hon.  Gentleman,  if  ,he/ 
tncw  of  the  circumftances  which  ftill  exifted,  grefs  arty  mtf.'| 
tioii  upon  the  fubjefi.     He  alTurcd  tlie  hon;  Centleraan' 
he  had  been  as  explicit  as   he  could,  confident iy  witli' 
'  fcis'duty.  :    ' 

Mr.  Fox  faid  he  was  falbfied  with  the  explanation  of  th<^  ' 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  Ihould  therefore  wave  maidn|^ 
any  motion  upon  the  fubjed.  •     ^  ' 

VVhilft  upon  his  legs,  Mr.  Fox  gave  notice  of  his  inten-^ 
tfo'ri  i<x  make  a'  motion,  on  Friday  next,  *  relative  to   what 
had  been  done  for  the  defence  of  xh^  country. 

Mr.  Johnftone  moved  for  a  detailed  account  of  the  ne-' 
ceipts  and  difburfements  of  the  iiland  of  Ceylon,  from  the 
time  it  came  into  our  pofleflion  to  tlie  lateft  period  to  which' 
the  fan>e  could  be  made  op.     Oi^ered.    ' 

Mr,  Curry  faid,  he  bad  the  preceding  day  begged  leavjC  to 
poftpone  his  intended  motion,  refpcdting  the  circulation  of 
Ireland,  till  that  day,  it  being  the  wifh  of  his  Majefty'^  Mi-> 
'  iiiftersto  Wait  for  the  lateft  communications  fiom  that  cOun« 
try.  No  communications  having,  however,  been  ^e^eeived 
diat  day,  he  (hould  again  poftpone  the  motion  till  Monday.  ' 

LAvd  FolkeJI^tu  wiftied  to  know,  if  any  nfe  bad  bem 
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Hiade  of  the  bill  for  ihe  more  effefiuMy  officering  the  militia; 

ftS'U  not,  It  mtghc  be  a  reafon  againft  its  reVivaU 

-   Mr,  Secretary  Tcrke  replied,  (hat  whiitever  might  have 

^en  the  ufe  ipade  of  the  bill,  if  was  tieceffary  to  revive  it, 

in  order  thatthe  miliua  might- be  properly  officered,    Th^ 

returns  of-thc  number  of  officers  appointed  under  the  bill 

might  be  eaflly  obtained* 

'  1  he  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  he 

ftiould  on- Wednesday  fe'nnight  move  the  ways  and  means 

for  raifi»g  thd  ftipply  of  the  year. 

1)    *  IRISH    ArJilJUITIA.. 

"  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  moved  the  third  reading  of  (ht  Irifli 
A'Uitfa  oiFeVi  bill. 

Mf,  Kinnalrd  made  fome  obje£lions  to  the  bill  and  to  the 
mode  of  augmenting  the  militia,  which,  as  it  was  kept  on 
foot  at'ihcexpence  of  both  kingdoms,  ought  to  be'fqr  the 
defence  <^f  both..  He  corrcluded  by  urging  the  ncccflity  of 
e^erceticiheafures  at  theprefent  crifis. 

'^^il^r.  Lee  cxprenecj  himiclf  ftrongly  in  favour  of  an  iinperial 
«i^jUU»i  concejjvingihai. there  was  no  found  re^fon  fpf.  lock-., 
ib^  t^p  ^.cert^i^u  number  of  militia  in  England  or  in  Ireland 
cxdufivel^j  .  fie  thought  that  all  ditfinftions  upon  thrs.fub-. 
j^ijbjLight  to  tie' done  away,  as  To  long  as  the  ipililia  of  the 
t^'p  count ries-fen^aineddidinft,  fo  long  Ireland  was  deprived 
of'a  part  of  thofe  advantages  which  ought  to  rcfuli  from  the 
uj[ijyn^  .  He  ftafc^d-that  befides  the  6ooo  of  the  Irifli  militia 
-who  appeared  in  the  paper  on  the  table,  he  underflood  that, 
three  regiments  more  had  fince  volunteered  their  ferviccs  if|, 
the  fam^  way. 

Mr,  Bankes  repeated  his  former  objedions  to  the  meafurCy 
for  which  he  conceived  that  no  neccffity  had  been  made  out» 
nor.  could  tbe  perceive  that  by  taking  away^  io,ooo  militia 
from.Ireland,  any  number  of  men  could  be  got  for  general 
fervic^. 

Mr,  Windham  referved  his  opinion  on  the  general  fubje£l, 
until  t^e  bill  wjtich*  had  been  poflponed  fhould  be  brought 
forward.  What  he  rofe  for  in  the  prefent  inflance,  was  to 
throw  out  an  idea,  which  he  thought  neceflfary  for  him  on 
this  occafion,  left  he  fliould  be  fuppofed  to  acquiefce  in  fes- 
timeat6  from  which  he  diffisred,  although  his  general  opinion 
was  in  unifon  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  uttered  them. 
What  be  oaeant  applied  to  that  which  was  commonly  called 
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♦he  love  of  our  country:  by  Ihat-  he  neither  meant  that  > 
which  embraced  \hc  general  intercfts  of  the  world,  as  they 
tnighf  be'Viewed  by  Tome,  nor  that  contra^^ed-pdtcy  \vhtch 
••^as  adopted  6y  others,  ali hough  he  admined  (hat  Ibhic  of  the 
beft  principles  that  a  maR  chcrifhed  in  fociety,  arofe  from 
local  attachment  for  the  country,  as  the  particular  fpot  that 
gave  him  birth.  This  attachment,  although  local  and  con- 
tra£led,  lid  to  many  generous  a^^s;  but  ftill  he  would  not  have 
It  preffed  toe  far,  (uch'as  to  make  a  man  attcnd'io  the  parrU 
cuiar  intelcftof  Snflex  inftead  of  Kent,  or  any  thing  ot  that 
nature;  h^  wiflied  foriomething  more  liberal ',and  that  Gen- 
tlemen (hould  take  a  view  of  the  true  tnterefts  6f  the  Bri'.ifh 
empire,  not  of  England  in  contradiftin^iOn  to  Ireland,  nor 
Ireland  asYliferei^t  Trom  England,  but  of  the  general  and  unit- 
ed intererts  oF'both.  Not  that  he  wifted  ta  be  underftood  t-o 
hind  hifflfelf  to  any  broad  general  principle  apphcibfe  to  all 
c^fes  of  this  nature,  for  he  knew  how  many  Virtuous  ftinti- 
ments  originated  in  what  might  properly  be  called  Kjcil  pre- 
judices; for  attachment  to  the  fpot  which  gave  i'triah  birth* 
or  that  in  which  his  anceftors  had  made  great  achievements, 
♦r  the  like,  was  of  that  charafter,  and  in  one  fenfe  was  the' 
k)trc  of  otid's  country  altogether,  for  that  was  to  prefer  Its  inf*. 
tereft  to  that  of  the  reft  of  mankind.  He  therefore  Wifted; 
that  in  judging  of  the  intereft  of  the  Bri:i(h  empire,  Gentle- 
men woaW  eonfideras  much  As  they  could  the  cafe 'of  Eng- 
land and  of  Ireland  as  one  and  the  fame  thing.-  He  l^aught 
itneCttflary  to  make  thcfe  few  obfcrvations,  at  the  faitis  time 
that  he  retained  his  opinion  on  the  general  inilitary  fyfteni 
which  MinWers  had  gdopted  for  both  parts  of  the  empire. 

Mr.  Secretary  Tcrke  approved  of  every  fy liable  uttered  at 
fhat  rime  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  juft  fit 
down,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  love  of  our  country,  and  he 
deprecated  the  praAice  of  endeavouring  to  fct  off  one  pai^r  of 
the  empire  againft  the  other  in  intereft,  for  that  was  dircftly 
hoftile  to  the  true  fpirit  of  the  union  between  Great  Bfitaln 
and  Ireland,  hfa  event  from  which  he  expc<aed  great  benefits 
10  arife,  as  we  had  felt  from  the  union  between  England  and 
Scotland.  He  proceeded  to  defend  the  bill  then  before  the 
Houfc,  and  adverted  to  the  arguments  which  had  been  urged 
againfl  it,  mainiaining  the  propriety  of  the  meafure  altoge- 
ther u^on  general  principles. 

Lord  Pdkfjione  objeded  to  the  general  principles  cf  the 
bill. 

Sii^  John  Newport  obferved   upon   the   militia  fvftem   in 

genera!, 
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general,  o£  which  the  prefent  meaHire  was  a  brandL '  fte 
faid  he  had  no  intention  of  calling  ia  qufftion  .|fa«:  piiri^ff 
the  tnotives  of  thofe  gentlemen  who^hadentoicd  iillp.^||ia^ 
lefoliitions  on  the  fobjefbef  the.  militia  yohMeeQUg^ll^  ^ 
cu^  of  thc;ir  own  country  into  another  part  of  ibO::<(9|>ii^. 
fie  confidered  thofe  noblcinen  and  gentlemen. aa  y^rfpna^f 
pure  honour  and  perfeft  ioiegrity,  who  aded  IroQl  it|&aioft 
iinquefljonabiy  virHioiis  feelings,  whether :they  wcfe  ^sflCiafft 
in  judgment  or  nor.  He  faid  be  (bouid  give  a  ¥o^  4i)^t 
flight  different  from  that  which  he  gave  on  a-fQrQ>6r<.<BCOv4^ 
'  upon  this  billy  which  arofe  from  an  underiUadin^  ihfil  >M 
provifion  was  at  all  intended  to  be  made  for  an  inlentba^ge 
cf  the  militia  of  the  two  countries^  and  he  truAcdj^.ai  .all 
events,  if  any  part  of  the  mititiaof  Ireland  waft  Ui  ^^f^Ifd 
out  of  that  country,  they  would  not  be  repiaoed  by  h^igpCfu 
He  took  occaPion  to  obferve  upon  the  unioa*  bet  ween  tl|ti 
country  and  Ireland.  He  t|>ought  that  meafure  kad  nm  ban 
fairly  treated,  it  had  not  yet  had  any  thing  IUlc  a  fatCW^- 
Thofe  who  planned  it,  and  from  whctfe  lalenis  and  msr^iipA 
both  countries  mod  juftiy  expelled  much  for  thegeiirrfil  ad- 
vantage of  both  parts  of  the  empire,  had  not  hiibcana-,^aea 
able  to  aft  as  could  have  been  wiflied ;  and  uaiil  foasai  fliea* 
ftirest  came  from  thofe  eminent  perfons  according  t^  fhietr 
ienfe  of  the  utility  of  the  union,  aod  the  true  ^irtt  ^f  h  j»  a 
meaftire  of  general  policy  for  the  intereft  of  the  eoapiiefr  die 
nnion  could  not  be  faid  to  have  been  fairly  tried. '  He  miift 
be  allowed  alfo  to  fay  it  appeared  to  htm  to  be  io^poliiio^to 
bring  forward  from  day  to  dky  thofe  siea(cif»  which  lafiplied 
only  to  particular  objeds,  and  the  piovifiona  of  whicb  ifam 
of  a  local  and .  temporary  nature.  He  wiSiod  to  .fee  (gmc 
broad,  general  and  permanent  fyftem  adopted  e^alljr  a^fU- 
cable  to  each  part  of  the  untied  empire,  foaadtaooiifQlidate 
the  intereils,  conciliate  the  hearts,  and  maei  the  wifhes  cif 
both  fides ;  but  he  could  not  help  faying  that  a  gvaai  deal  of 
the  advantages  the  empire  might  have  derived  from  the  gpoA 
wiibes  of  leadif^'^en,  had  been  done  away  by.lho  finebiaads 
of  difcord  of  late  employed  iif  Ireland. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  explained  what  he .  had  fanntrly 
faid  on  the  fubjed  of  the  army  of  reforve. :    -     .      ^        \ 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  that  his  reafon  for  rifmg  then  waf,  t^lalce 
notice  of  what  had  jull  fallen  from  an  hon.  Menater  bt&iod 
him  (Sir  John  Newport).  He  was  glad  be  iiodctftaod  Zthe 
hon.  Member  as  to  what  lie  bad  faid  on  a  fflroier  nigbti.  fbr 
he  had  thought  he  had  caR  rdknaiooaontfafifc  tehlMifiiiand 

,j,     iiSeodamco 


Digitized  by 


Google 


♦P*"  W-jr-  IRISH  MttlTIA.  479 

'f^fitfllSMieii^to  figntd  the  relblution  nlhided  to,  relative  ao 
tht  fHililta  gioiog  outcff  this  country,  lliey  were  charaAers 
*tf  tAe  bigMtt'daft,  apd  for  whom  he  profi^BTed  to  have  very 
Warfn  aMcbmetitr  and  as  be  now  underflood  thehon.  Me«^ 
%er^lilfioc<iDeaii  to  cxprefibimftlf  in  the  way  he  (Mr.  Fox) 

'  tlfl?n  'dhABrftdod  he  had  done,  all  be  would  fay  was,  he  was  ferry 
IvetfadYAlftindef flood  hthi,  and  he  begged  his  pardon.  As  to  tb6 

^4M>aie<tf  that  n^t,  it  had,  as  on  foitie  other  occaflons,  been 
fafttofiabietogo  into  extraneous  matter;  but  he  (houid  not 
foRow  the  example;  there  were  many  points  ftated  which  he 
Ihould  tior  difcofs;  hot  on  the  point  of  the  love  of  his  coun* 
f ryi  he  tmtft  fay  that  he  was  between  the  two  extreme^; 
tieithct  deftrous  that  local  attachment  ibould  check  general 
feAlfcifiiMr,  nor  that  general  fentiment  ihpuld  wholly  deftroy 

^  Jbcat'imdchment.    It  was  tnie  that  Parliament,  as  fuch,  muft 

•^-^SMfid^r  the  two  countries,  England  and  Ireland,  united  in 

fkftetdls  as  one  individual  country ;  but  while  they  were  le- 

*  glflating  on  a  meafure  fo  local  in  its  nature  as  that  of  the 

-ftilHtia  was,  they  muft  coofider  what  were  the  difpofitionsof 
4he  people  of  each  country,  and  polHbly  particular  fpots  id 

-^ticb  country.  So  that  the  Houfe  was  not,  in  thif  cafe,  to  con- 

'  KdortheaAof  Parliament  upon  general  principles,  without  re* 

'  gard  to  local  attachment;  and  here  came  a  diflRerence  between 

ihit  friends  and  the  enemies  of  the  union  ;  the  one  wilhed  to 

•dtinihiflif  the  other  to  increafe  thefe  local  attachments,  and 
/^llie  jpftjtodiees  ariiing  out  of  them;  nor  was  it  to  be  at  once 
'-  titifpl*  It  was  true  the  aA  of  union  declared  the  two  coun* 
tries  to  he  |<xned  as  one,  but  it  was  not  by  a£ts  of  Parlia* 
llil^nt,  but  by  habits  that  men  felt;  it  was  not  by  the  ftaiute 
irfthe  6tb  cf  Anne  or  the  40th  of  George  that  men  t^lat- 

^  ihtir  feelings;  thefe  were  oot  the  rules  by  which  we  dif- 
tinguifhed  between  all  Engliihman  and  a  Scotchman,  or  be- 
tween ettber  of  them  and  an  Irifliman ;  nor  could  they  change 
a  man^s  preference  for  the  county  of  Suflex  to  that  of  Ktot. 
Thefe^  tfainga  depended  upon  habits,  which  could  not  be 
baftily  done  away.    Bat  there  was  a  part  of  this  bill  that  ap. 

'Mareu  to  him  to  require  amendment.  If  we  brought  into 
£ngland  io»ooo  Irtlh  militia,  we  Oiould  have  among  them  a 

-  giMt  lurmber  of  catholics;  they  were  all  under  the  difcipline 
of  Iht  mati^/bill,  and  chiefly  if  not  wholly  proteftanl'oflicers. 
It  was  aipsrrt  of  military  difcipline  to  oblige  men  to  go  to 

'  chdfiHi.  One  would  not  think  that  this  power  wopjd  be 
ofed  fot  the  putpofe  of  oppreffion,  and  be  hoped  not,  but  he 
ftibmfCted  that  either  a  claufe  Aould  be  introduced  into  this 
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bill,  or  elfe  a  hevir  bill  Qiould  be  brought  in,  in'which  provi- 
fion  (hould  b:  made,  by  which  theie  catholics  ihvmid  not  be 
compelled  to  follow  the  proteftant  form  of  woirlhtp  againft 
their  fcruples  of  confcience, 

^'/>  L.  Par/ons  obfcrvcd  there  was  nothing  in  the  articles  of 
war  by  which  they  were  compelled  to  do  this.  He  then  pro« 
ceededto  obferve  on  the  union  of  the  two  countries^  Gentle- 
men feemed  to  confider  Ireland  as  if  it  were  another  and  re- 
mote country  beyond  the  Atlantic — whereas  the  true  way  to 
confider  th.it  tnatier  was  to  confider  the  channel  between 
England  and  Ireland  as  a  mere  canai»  by  which  a  communi- 
cation was  to  be  condanily  kept  up  between  them.  Upon 
the  meafure  now  before  the  Houfe,  he  was  a  friend  to  it,  nor 
could  he  omit  this  opportunity  of  oblecving  that  Ireland  was 
never  better  taken  care  of  by  Tea  or  land  than  at  the  prefcnt 
time  ;  which  was  not  the  cafe  in  every  in  (lance  in  the  time 
of  the  late  Adminiftraiion,  the  particulars  of  which,  although 
he  could,  he  would  forbeajr  to  Aaie. 

Mn  If'm.  Smith  obTerved,  that  I riOi  Gentlemen  appeared 
19  him  to  accede  to  this  meafure  under  the  idea  that  it  was 
to  be  reciprocal,  and  that  fimilar  offers  were  to  be  made  by 
.the  Englifli  militia.  He  wi(bed  the  Houfe  to.conMerto 
what  length  that  idea,  if  indulged,  might  go.  He  thought 
:we  Ibould  not  try  any  thing  of  this  kind  without  a  general 
revifion  of  the  militia  law,  and  an  alteration  of  a  permanent 
tiature  for  the  future^  but  all  the  prefent  militia  muft  be  al* 
lowed  to  remain  as  they  are,  for  Parliament  could  not,  coo-* 
fjftently  with  its  honour,  operate  upon  them  by  an  ex  pcft 
facfo  law.  He  thought  this  bill  objeftionable  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  incrcafethe  price  of  fubftitutes,  which  was. a 
tax,  on  account  of  men  being  unwilling  to  entcr^  whore  tho 
nature;  of  the  fervice  was  extended.  B(^  above  all,  confider- 
ing  the  chara^er  of  the  Government  with  which  we  had  ta 
contend,  not  only  now,  btit  the  Government  which  France 
might  afTume  if  they  fliould  be  fo  happy  as  to.  part  with  its 
prefcnt  head,  he  thought  it  was  well  worth  the  wKile  of  the 
Houfe  to  confider  whether  we  (hould  not  adopt  a  different 
fyftem  for  our  defence  in  future,  although  hitherto  we  had 
been  indeed  happy  in  that  fyAcm, 

Lord  Proby  was  againll  the  bill. 

Colonel  Crau/urd  tnxcred  into  fo  me  general,  9,bfcrvatioBf 
oi)  the  bin,  and  proceeded  to  propofe  an  amfi;ndn9ient,  the 
objefl  of  which  be  faid  was,  to  put  an  end  to  tliat  (late  ot 
deliberation  in  which  the  prefcnt  bill  placed  the  miiiua. 
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He  was  about  to  expatiate  upon  the  detail  of  his  amend- 
nicntt  when 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  called  to  order,  on  the  ground  that 
the  detail  of  the  meaiuie  ihould  not  take  place  until  it  ha4 
been  shoved. 

The  Speaker  decided  accordingly. 

Mr.  Pytches  oppofed  the  bill. 

G^wra/ Z^«i  approved  of  the  bill;  he  fpoke  in  terms 
of  high  commendation  of  the  Ivifh  iuldiery,  and  iAd^  he 
thought  great  advantages  would  refult  from  the  interc\in|;e 
of  the  militia  of  the  two  countries. 

After  a  few  words  from  Lord  Eufton,  Mr.  Whitbread* 
Colonel  Hutchinfon,  and  the  Secretary  at  \Var»  th&Houle 
divided. 

For  the  bill,  -  100 

Againft  it,  -  42 — Majority,  58 

Mr.  Yorke  propofed  two  new  claufes  ;  the  objedl  of  one 
was,  to  limit  the  deration  of  the  bill  to  the  25th  March 
1 806,  and  the  other,  enading  that  the  fervice  of  the  Irifii 
xnilitiain  England  ihould  be  limited  to  the  duration  of  thd 
bill ;  both  of  which  were,  after  fome  converf4tion,  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  pafled. 

I'he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  purfuance  of  bis 
notice,  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  take 
intoton(ideration  the  petition  from  the  counties  of  Norfolk* 
Suffolk,  &c.  I'efpeding  the  exportation  of  grain :  the  ob* 
jed  for  which  be  moved  this  Committee  was,  to  confider 
whether  the  price  at  wbidi  wheat  was  allowed  to  be  ex* 
ported  under  the  3lft  of  George  III.  was  not,  under  all  the 
circumftances,  too  low. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Committee  was 
appointed. 

71ie  Other  orders  of  the  day  were  gone  throucfa»  and  the 
Houfe  adj  ourncd  to  Monday. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

MONDAY9  APRIL  l6. 

llieir  Lordfhips  heard  counfel  in  the  appeal  Fleming 
%/.  Abercromby  :  further  hearing  deferred  till  next  day. 

The  Irilh  militia  voluntary  offer  bill  was  brought  up  from 
the  Commons,  and  read  a  firft  time. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Auckland,  the  volunteer  amend^ 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day,  and  the 
Lords  to  be  fummoned.^-Adjourned. 

Vol.  II.  1803.4.  3  Q  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  CblviMOI^S. 

,,.  MONDAY,     APRIL    10, 

%  Sir  John  J^^w/>er/  fta'ted  that,  about  thfee  weeks  fince;  he 
liad  moved  for*a.  return  to  be  made  by  the  treafiirers  of 
counties  in  Ireland  to  that  Houfe :  he  undeiftood  no  fUch  re- 
turn had  been  made.  He  rofc  how  to  gfve  notice,  thati  on 
tlut  day  fe'nnigbt,  if  the  return  Was  riot  produced  in  Ulfcin- 
terimi  he  (hould  move  an  order  to  enforce  if. 

Ai>  ofliccT  from  thp  Navy  Board  prefentcd  an  account  of 
C.t^  nunjhcr  of  artificers  now  employed  in  his  Mbjdfty's 
dock-yards.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
\^Mr,  Cs/rjf.mcationed  that  a  notice  which  had  bccnj^ivcn 
to  the  Houi'e  of  a  motion  to  be  fubmittcd  to  its  contklc- 
ralion  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  filver  currency  iv\  Ireland,  h^d 
been  poftponcd  to  that  day,  in  expeftation  of  the  arrival  of 
(pme  neceflary  dgcuments  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land. He  had  now  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  the  Houfetliat 
(locumcnt^  had  been  received  from  his  Excellency  of  fiad 
4  nature  as  to  render  unneceflary  any  aft  of  legiflation  uptm 
tiie  fubjcft,  and  fuch*  meafures  had  been  taken  by  his  Ma- 
jcfty^  Alinifters,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, r.upon  this  fubjeft,  on  which  they  haid  long  continued  to 
deliberate,  and  of  which  ihey  had  never  loft  light,  as  cffec- 
Cyally  to  provide  a  remedy  amply  commenfurate  to  every  cx- 
ig;ency  of  exifting  occafions. 

^  Sir  Robert  Buxton  obfcrved,  (hat  as  it  was  highly  important 
tQ  the  Ilqufe,  and  to' the  country  at  large,  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  names  "and  public  deferts  of  the  fcveral  perfons 
who  were  diftinguifhed  by  tlie  public  bounty  of  the  Crown, 
in  .tliofe  penfionj  which  formed  fo  confidcrahle  a  part  of  the 
public  cliarges  of  the  nation,  he  Ihould  'move,  that  there  be 
laid  ^  before  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  the  names  of  perfons  td 
whom  p^nfions  are  granted,  payable  at:  the  Exchequer.;  the 
amount  of  each  penfion  refpeiti^ly ;  and  the  dale  when 
granted.     Ordered. 

'    aVlesbury  election.    .. 

Sir  George  Corncwall  moved  Uie  order  of  the  day  for  the 
^cond  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  better  prevention  of  bribery 
*iVd  corruption  in  the  borough  of  Aylcfbury. 
^^  The  queflfon  beineput,  •  . 

"^'Tiie  Marquis  cfittchfieU  tofe  to  oppofe  the  further,  pro* 
cceding  on  the  bill ;.  firfl,  becaufe  he  did  not  think  the  ad- 
vocates of  tlie  bjifl  had  made  out 'a  cafe  lufficiently  ftr9i^  to 
warrant 'the  'ifdoption  of  fuch  ameafure,  wlmU  wepttQ.pu- 
nilhlndifcriitiinatelv  all  the  eledloi^  of  Aylefhuryt  for  iht 
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aMegrd  crime, of  only  a.  portion  of- them;  and' fecmidly^> 
faecaufc-tlie  charge  was  only  iiated  to-^be  iiibftantiated  a^iintt 
stfev^t  camparet)  with  the  number  who  dain^ed  the  rigtitujf 
voting.  For  the  piielent  the  nohic  ^MarqUis  did  not  teei  it 
neceliiiry  to  iUt^  any  further  argoments  upcm  it;  i>nt  ocun- 
^lodid  witli  moving  au  aaieodnicnt,  that  iitftesul  of  t\it 
words,  "  be  now  read,'*  thete  be  inlcrted  the  woitls,  ♦*  tbk 
jddv  three  aioaibs." 

Sir  J.  JVnupori  }f9hTtrAy  fupported  the  bill;  He  contended 
it  wasa  nie4ilurc.a}>)'olutely  necelfary  to  mark  the  Jufl^indig- 
IKition  of  that  Houie  againft  the  grofs  and  flagitious  ileiii»- 
qiiency  of tlue  bw^rough  of  Aylelbuiy,  andtiie  inlanidUs  inr 
llan€;e3  of  the  mod  foul  aad  atrocious  corruption  openly  caiv 
ried.  on.  with  the  eicftors  of  that  borough  ac  the  t^te  eleftioi^ 
in  dciiunce- of  the  laws,  in  the  mod  nagrant  prodituncm  ^ 
electioneering  franchifes.  It  appeared  fiofn  the  reports  of 
their  Committee,  to  whofe  confideration  tl^  merits  of  ihut 
^le£Uon  had  been  referred,  that  three  houfes  in  the  iovih 
had  been  opened  fox:  the  palpable  an^  avowed  purpofes  of 
bribery  andxouuption  ;  that  upwards  of  two  hundred  of«fh« 
^leSors  had  received  the  bribes,  not  only  of  or»e  but  of  all  th^ 
Candidates  ;  that  they  figned  their  names  to  an  addrefs,  foil- 
citing  a  candidate,  whom  they  had  never  known  or  feen,  to 
fiand  for  their  borough,  for  no  other  purpofe  tl>an  to  raife  the 
market,  and  enhance  the  price  of  conuptioD  ;'-<hat  in  the- 
public  room  where  ihofe  men  entered  for  the  purpofe  of  re-' 
ceiving  their  bribes,  there  was  a  bowl  of  punch  at  one  end  of 
the  table,  and  a  bowl  of  guineas  at  another.  Having  men^ 
itoned  a  variety  of  inOances  of  a  like  nature,  he  faid  it  was 
knpoifiblc  for  Parliament  to  pafs  unpunidieda*  cafe  of  fuch 
feul  corruption,,  fo  utterly  obnoxious  to  the  fpirit  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  and  the  purity  of  the  Commons,  without  abandon- 
ing both,  and  furnifbing  new  and  firong  arguments  for 
reformers  out  of  doors ;  when  the  bed  and  mod  wholefome 
fpecies  of  reform  .was  already  in  the  power  of  the  Floufe  it* 
(elf,  by  checking  in  the  fird  indance,  and  branding,  by  the 
oiod  exemplary  puniihrn-^ni,  every  fuch  flagitious  indancc  of 
cor r opt  ion,  as  that  which  marked  out  the  borough  of  Aylef- 
bury  as  a  ht  example  to  deteik  other  boroughs  from  acting 
with  fuch  bafenefs,and  proftituting  tobribcry  iheconditutional 
iriift  repofed  in  the  eiedora ;  he  therefore  fupporttd  the,bill. 

Mr.  Hurfi  fuUv  agreed  in  the  (entiments  of  the  hon."  Baro- 
net,* as  fo  the  julitce  and  neceffity  of  exemplary  ptioifhmcnt 
tb  the  perfnYis  adoally  guilty  of  fuch  foul  and  flagjtiotis  cor-- 
^pixvfti  as  that  which  had  been  dated,  and  to  this  the  law  of 
(he  land  ..was  already  competent  to  the  full  extent  neccfl*ary, 

3  Q  2  fo 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4l4  TBS  PMOMJOHXAUr  KMUTSIt.  [CoMiMiUr'i. 

fo  far  u  utterly  disfr^ocbifingt  md  muiAiiig*  bjrlmiYf:  fe- 
DaltiiBiy  the  perrons  who  (hoiud  be  proved  guUt;^  thrteo^  ithd ' 

Xtiiift  whom  prbfecutions  were  tt  this  moimnt  caixybigaa. 
the  never  Qoold  tgree  to  puniOi  ihe  hmocent  indiibrioit-'^ 
nfltely  with  the  guiliy,  in  rubvetrfion  of  the  oiild*  Ju(!v  and 
conftitutional  fpirit  of  our  Uws,  as  would  be  the  1n^WQlWe 
€St€t  of  a  bill  that  o)uft  eventually  disfranchi/c  ihe  innocentr  ' 
hoDourabte.  honeft,  ami  uDoffending  eleftorsof  Ayleflnkvy  and' 
their  poflerity,  merely  for  the  crimes  of  the  guilty. 

Lord  Onidfi'm  undcrftood  it  was  the  intention  to  throve 
open  panfhes  in  tlie  hundreds  funroundifig  the  borotkgh  of 
Ayleibtiry,  which,  in  his  mind»  fo  far  from  remt'dying' would 
father  promote  the  eVil  complained  of,  is  it  would  let  in  ihe 
jFightsof  ele^ion  to  a  deferipiionof  perfons  without  property, 
8ttdcert»in1y  more  open  fothe  temptation  of  bribery  than  thole 
already  charged  with  it  ;.hefide,  he  did  not  think  that  Ayler« 
bury  was  fo  very  Angular  a  cafe,  as  to  call  for  peculiar  drs- 
franchifemen)  for  a  fpeeies  of  corruptioui  of  which  inftanf'etf 
were  unhappily  but  too  numerous  elfe where.  If  the  hon.  Ba* 
tonet  would  bring  forward  any  general  meafure  for  the  more 
tScAual  prevention  of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  fpecificiny 
declare  any  degree  of'fuch  delinquency  whfch  fhould  here- 
after fubjed  a  boit)ugh  to  disfranchifcmcnt,  he  flao-jld  havei 
no  objeAion  to  fupport  it. 

Sir,  Georgi  OmewaJi  was  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and  argued 
that  the  portion  of  corrupted  votes  appeared  to  be  as  271  to 
37,  udXaid  he  ftioutd  divide  the  Houfe  againft  the  amend* 
ment. 

Sir.Robert  Buxton  fupported  the  bill,  and 

Afr.  P.  M9ore  fpokc  ap:ainft  it.     He  contended  that  the 
law  was  already  fufficicTitiy  ftrong  to  punifh  the  delinquency 
of  the  p'artiea  againft  whom  the  charge  could  be  eftabliHiea, 
againft  wliom  anions  were  this  moment  in  fuiC  for  penalde^'/ 
to  thcamountof  a  million  fterling. 

jifr. /rtfirif  difapproved  of  the  meafure,  as  calculated  td 
ptmilh  the  virtuous  for  the  a£ks  of  tlie  guiky,  who  formed 
the  minority ;of  the  e1e£^ors  of  this  borough,  and  whom>' 
firange  to. tell*  this  hill  did  notpropofeto  diiqualify. 

Mr^GrffffiUdkAiad  that  it  appeared  in  evidence  thatabove 
200  of  the  voters  accepted  hribes  at  the  iaft  eledion,  ^nd  that 
tlie  fyfteairof  cem4»tiotfi  which  prevailed  in  this  btirough  ^as  ' 
flagrant*  ^ixtenfive  aod  uniform.  ^  - 

.    The; Jtf^i  r  ^/./*t  -R*/&reafoncd  againft  the  bffl;     Hie 
pream^lc^r  l^f^'obferved,  contained  on^y  this  alle^Moh;  jrtiat 
oribcr^  v^as  notofioua  at  Ayicibuty.    It  did  mit  ftatefWhat; 
u?&b  erv;wa  s.cornipt.  II  waa  Mrpreteudt^dthat chey f^nin^'' 
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the  majwity^  the  ^feftcfrs^vbuf*  fcttiTlf  tiie^rtajorUyl^^^  ^ . 
aAilsily  ncoeplSed  brib€^»'  il«vairfd  n^rbhlbat  eii^uqid,  .Up.;,.^ 
juft  te  dflpriv*  othcfs  of  Uiofe*  rfghts;  v^hltlj  were  gratntj^ '.'v 
notmereiy^  to.  tiieprelent  poi(Icflbts,*.b(it  to  generalipn^yc^oc-^ 
to  ^ome,^    ll,,  howwer,  the  minority  only  wert  ioiplic'at|Hl     . 
in  this;: guilt  alleged,  tins  proceeding  wz%  ilill  more  vnjuf*  -^^ 
tifidblerfor  it  would  be  rather  ^  new  tfaitVg,  and  one  di-  1\. 
rcflty  po»iiH[ry  to  thefpirit  of  our  conftitutiotii  or  of  univerjal    , " 
equity,  that  one  laafi's  conduA  Ihould  forfeit  the  rights  of    ' 
anott^er,-  tand  it  would  be  ilill  more  hew  and  miqukoos,  inat 
the  p)inority  Ihould  forfeit  the  rig^us  of  th^  majority.    The  ^^ 
learned  Qcntleoian  coniendard,  that  Ibis  Bill  ihould,  frdm  J*. '^ 
its  natur<^,  be  rather  eiUitlcd  an  aA  to  ehceutage  bribe ly  ana  /^ 
corrvv>tion  in  all  other.botx>ughs  ;  for^  as  ttdkl  nol  ^wpikCe  to   '/' 
disfcanchife  the  gpiity,  but  rather  co  put  them,  wiib  many     ^ 
others,  ia  competition  with  the  virtuous  nfajdrity  who  hM 
defeated  them  at  the  lafl  elcdion,  the  iilferentre"  from  the      !! 
adopUon.of  the  me^fuie  would  be  thia^t^$at  if  any  bnber^   ' 
Ihould  take  place  in  any  borough^  ttie  man  who  fboiA)  par-    * 
take,  of.it,   and  the  man  who  fhould  lejed  it,  wouM,  %  ifiey ,. ' 
event  of  an  appeal  to  the  Huufe  u£Contoion8,'ife'f^drbri  thef    ^ 
fame  footing.     Thus,  contrary  to  tlie  general  policy  of  /t- 
giila^bn,  a  man!s  intereft  would  be  put  on  the  oppdfrte  Tide 
of  his  duty.     He  cautioned  the  Houfe  againft  holding  duiV* 
fuch  ft  propofition  to  the  public  a3  this  bill  insphVd^  ffiTiti  i\s  * 
preamble,  thatthe  cxiftence  of  **  nfJtoriousbribcry"irt.anT 
borough,  ,to  whatever  ext^pnt,  would  be  fufficicnt  to  juilHy 
the  disfraochifement  of  fuch  borough.  Of  this  mode  of  makV 
ing  Icgiflative  regulations,  applicable  only  to^particulkr  indj«   ^ 
viduajs,   he  always  di(approved.     A  law  fhould  he  gene^i;^ 
defining  the  nature  of  the  offence,  and  the  punilhrneiit  to  be 
applie'dt   but  in  npcafe  dould  it  have  an  rx  jo^ /a^^  op6»* 
ration,  as  the  meaC^ire  before  the  Houfe  propoied  to  take. 

The  Secretarj  at  War  obferved*  that  all  the  reafonmg  of 
his  leatnei Friend  who  bad  juft  fat  down  applied  to  the-prin- 
ciple  of  the  bill,  which  was  preciiely  the  fame  ais  ^at  Open 
which  a£ls  of  aiimilar  nature,  with  refpeft  to  Shordham  and 
Cricklade  were  grounded.  Of  thole-a^  he  highly  appfovedj  ^ 
and  from  entirely  the  (anic  reafons  which  induced  h tta  tt»  ^■' 
fup{)ori  the  bill  before  tjic  Houfe.  '.       ,     ;    '     • 

Mr^  S/rJf ant  JBf/i.  contcndei  that  tliis  biil  did  not  !^ft''<ih  '  ' 
grounds  fo  ftrong  as  either  of  the  afts  alluded  tabyitlieilgKt-  V; 
boa.  Gentleman  wj^a  fpoke  laft>  a^iiirtba&ifelof  jSh^j^iam  J^ 
an  allega,tJoif  wfs..;u|Eide  in  the  preamble,  (hat  the  majority 
ofthe^eftofs  wqre.  corrupt,  aiwl!^the  fyftaw  which  pYti   '^ 
vailed  a^^Pj^cklade  was  nojLoriQus  to  evory  imao'iicqQ^iiited'  * 
'  .        '  with 
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\  ^itfi  that  celebrated  cafe..    With  rcfp^ft  *ta  the  |ti|1  belfort? 

tt)e  Houfe,  he  faw.iK»  reafon  why  Aylefbury  'fliqiiW  'he 
partrcuiarly  felcfted  for  disfrancbUbmcnt,  upon  tlio  ai]e- 
gation  of  bribery,  as  the  fame  charge  might  be  fa^ilaatiatcd 
ugaiiift  feveral  other  boroughs;  tiay>  had  it  iot  been  very 
recently  msMie  againft.^he  eledors  of  UcheftefyDMrhain,  and 
'Windfor;  by  the  fev^eral  Committees  'to  whom  the  triaf  of 
cl>e  petitions  refpeAing  thofe  elcAions  were  refened  i  In- 
<iepef}dent}y  of  this  confideratioR,  and' others  which  had 
beenflatcdrby  the  learned  Gentleman  (the  Mailer  of  the 
Rolls), 'he  objefled  to  the  Wll  under  difcuflion,  on  this 
ground,  tliat  it  was  unrea(oivablc  ;  that  it  would,  if  ado(»ted, 
go  to  decide  upon  a  fubjeft  which  at  prefent  was  pending  in 
the  courts  below  ^  and  that  ijt  would  prejudge  a  €]uefUon  that 
involved  a  fum  of*  no  Icfs  than  two  millions,  which  formed, 
tts  he  uiideritood^  t^ieammint  of  the  actions  brought  hy  the 
'  fitting  Members  for  Ay^ctbury,  and  others,  againft  fuch  elec- 
tors as  were  charged- with  atcepting  bribes. 

•  SirWtlliam  Touttg  fqppdrted  the  bill,  upon  the  principles  of 
the  GrenviJIc  afts,  which  pave  to  Committees  emanating 
from  that  Houfe,  the  authority  to  propofe  and  recommend 
meafuresforthe  punilhnient  and  futore  preventioo  of  fuch 
flagrant  inftances  of  cormption,  as  thofe  which  juflitied 
the  introdufljon  of  the  mealUre  before  lliem.' 

Mr,  Fix  expreflcd  his  opinion  that  there  was  no  fair  necef- 
iity  for  the  bill.  Hecoutd  fee  no  reafon  wby  the  cafe  of  the 
borough  of  Aylefbury  Ihould  be  taken  oui  of  the  general 
rule,  and  not  left  to  the  operation  of  the  cxifting  Jaws  to 
puntfli  bribery  and  corruption. 

•  Mr,  H\  Smith  gave  his  concurrence  to  the  bill,  and  cbn- 
tradifted  the  flatcment  of  the  learned  Serjeant,  that  the  pe- 
nalties fned  for  amounted  to  any  thing  like  a  million,  as  he 
bad  reprefented. 

TheHoufe  divided  on  the  Mavquis  oTTitchfield's  amfeftd 
ment:         * 

Agninft  it  68 — For  it  49— Majority  19. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  fccond  time. 
.   ODthemoiion  of  Sir  Robert  Buxton,  it  was  ordered  that 
oou*/«hfli<>oW  be  beard  at  the  bar  on  Wedncfday  next,   for 
.  the  petitioners  againft: .the  bill. 

Scyefal  Members  wcixj  added,  on  motion,,  to. the  Coxn- 
;  mittee  on  the  corn  perition?.  ^ 

Loixl'l'olkeftonc  moved)  that  tliere  be  laid  befor^^tlie 

-  Houfc  ^n  account  of  aU' the  ynqtiafified  captains,  that  lad 

•  becfi  appointed  to  conimiffionsinthe  militia  uhder  the  aft  of 

Uft  feffion.    Ordej-ed.  •  •  —  ^ 
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,  /.orJ-J*tlh/hne'dcf\€cd  to  hfe  informed,  why  tlie  accoimt 
•of  tbc  net  produce  •£  ti\e  penuaDent  taotet^  ioipDlod  fiiioe 
tlic  YCitr  1793,  tifual I y  laid' before  the  Houftt  onr  th^  aMi 
r)f  March,  had  not  yet  been  prefcrfted.  On  inquiry,  ,i%e 
found  that  the  delay  had  originated  in  ibmei  difficuitios 
arifing  out  of  the  confolidation  ad  of  laft  feffion.  iVst  the 
day  had  been  lixed  for  bringing  forward  the  budget  it  would 
*ie  material  to  have  that  account,  and  an  account  of  Che  pro- 
duce o(  atl  the  permanent  taxes,  on  the  table,  as  weil  as 
the  account  of  the  amount  of  the  war  taxes,  up  to  ike,  5iii 
of  April. 

.  The  Cbancilhr  of  the  Excftequer,  aflured  the  noble  Lord 
that  the  6r{l  account  ihould  be  laid  on  the  table  in  thecourfe 
-of  the  week,  and  that  fome  of  the  others  were  already  be- 
fore the  Moufe,  and  the  reft  fhouid  be  produced  with  tiie 
greatcft  expedition. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  brought  up  the  militia  officers  com- 
pletion bill,  which,  after  a  few  obfervations  from  Lord 
Folkcftone,  Sir  John  Wrottefley,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke, 
-was  read  a  iirft  time,  and  ordered  for  a  fecond  reading  .the 
next  day. 

Mr.  Dent  put  off  his  motion  relative  to  the  loyalty  loan 
.till  Tuefday  fe'nnigbt,  when  he  propofed  to  move  for  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  that  fubje£l,  and  to  refer 
the  loyalty  loan  aA  to  that  Committee. 

The  fecond  reading  of  the  army  of  referve  fufpenfion  bill 
was  put  oflF  frdm  the  next  day  to  Wednefday. 

AiLECED  CORRBSPaNDENCB  Of  MR.  DRAKE. 

Lord  Morpeth,  before  the  remaining  bufineft  of  the  day 
was  entered  upon,  hoped  that  he  might  be  indulged  in  fay- 
ing a  fevy  words  upon  a  fubjedl,  which  in  his  opinion  deeply 
involved  the  honour  and  the  feelings  of  the  country.  Every 
gentleman  who  heard  him  muft  be  acquainted  with  the 
tranfaftions  that  have  recently  occurred  at  Paris,  with  the 
numerous  arreils,  and  the  difitrent  afls  of  outrage,  violence, 
and  cruelty,  that  have  there  been  perpetrated  :  they  mufl: 
alfo  have  rem^iked,  that  the  charges  upon  which  many  of 
thofe  unfortunate  perfonshave  been  arrefted,  are  cdtifidera^ 
bly  heightened  and  aggravated  by  the  alfirtlon  of  thfc  French 
Government,  that  thefe  imputed  crimes  were  undertaken 
not  only  with  the  knowledge  and  privity,  but  by  the  infli* 
gation  of  the  Edglifh  Government.  As  long  as  thefe  charges 
were  confined  to  the  pages  of  the  Moniteur,  and  exhibited 
only  the  rancour  and  tnalevolence  of  the  Confular  Govern- 
dient,  it  might  haive  been  deemed  prudent  and  wife  to  have 
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-fa&d  them  over  with  filcnt  fcorn  and  mcnted  OMtcmpt  ; 
Init  lh«  cale  w«&  widely  difierent  at  prcfent :  a  cartfl^iuU 
tffice  lias  been  publiihed,  purporting  to  be  letters  firomabe 
Engiiih  Minifler  re£deiit  at  Muoidh  lo  a  Frcnchauui  noir 
,at  Pi^is.  Thefe  letters  bave  been  fubmittcd  la  the  different 
Minifters  of  tlie  difiereot  ftates  of  Europe.  Ibc  replies  of 
thefe  Minifters  bave  aifo  been  publiflied,  and  niuft  have  at> 
.traded  very  general  attention.  I  (appears,  tbat  with  the 
exception  of  the  Ruffian  Minifter,  they  have  not  fcrupled 
to  prejudge  our  caufe,  and  in  recording  their  opinions  ther 
have  not  hcfitated,  upon  unautlicnticated  faOs,  upon  unlub* 
.  ftantiated  chargeSt  upon  unproved,  and,  he  trufted,  unprovc* 
able  allegations,  to  impute  guilt,  and  prefumc  criminality. 
He  would  not  dwell  upon  tbefe  records  of  injuflice,  tbefe 
tnpnuments  of  the  fervilitv  and  degradation  of  Europe  :  he 
wi(hed  he  could  fay  of  Europe  alone  ;  there  was  another 
country  wheie  he  might  expe£l  to  have  found  more  free- 
dom of  opinion,  morp  liberality  of  fentiment,  more  (enfe 
of  the  acknowledged  and  generally  received  piinciples  of 
juftice.  To  chaiges,  however,  fo  adduced^  and  fupported 
upon  fucb  authority,  he  thought  that  it  was  incumbent  upon 
his  Majcfty's  Miniftcrs  to  give  a  diftinA,  a  fatisfadory,  and 
convincing  reply^:  he  thought  that  he  was  jufiiiied  in  calU 
ing  upon  Minifters  in  juAice  to  themfelves»  in  juftice  to  the 
gentleman  whofe  charader  had  been  fo^  vilified  and  tra- 
duced, but  above  all,  in  juftice  to  their  injured  and  infulted 
country,  to  repel  thefe  odious  imputations,  and  difavovr 
the  conftruflion  that  bad  been,  he  \rufled«  Co  inlidioufly  and 
falfely  placed  upon  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Drake.  He  thought 
that  he  was  jufiified  in  calling  upon  them  to  dej[:lare  to  the 
country,  to  Europe,  and  the  world,  not  merely  tliat  tliey  had 
not  planned  the  ambufh  of  the  confpirator,  that  they  had  not 
pointed  the  dagger  of  the  afiaflin*  but  that  in  profecution 
of  open,  manly,  and  legitimate  war,,  they  had  not  em- 
barked in  any  enterprizes,  they  had  not  given  any  inftruc- 
tions,  or  autboiized  any  {proceedings  at  all  inconfiftent  or 
jocompatible  with  the  prafiice  and  ufages  of  civilized 
nations. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exdicqutrrr-lAv.  Speaker,  I  rife  to 
exprefs  my  unfeiened  obligations  to  the  noble  Lord,  fbr 
affording  to. his  MajeAy's  Minifters  an  opportuoity  of  re« 
pelling  iiie  fouieft  and  moft  infamous  charge  tiiat  Las  ever 
proceeded  from  a  Government  claimiug  to  be  con&iered 
Impart  of  ^he  civilized  world  ;  a  chaige  the  moft unfoMiidcd 
^ajKd  diabolical*  urged  by  a  Government  tlie  moft  fanguinary 
and  ^annica)|  for  the  fole  purpofe>  1  implicitly  believe,  of 
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'pfiving 'a.  colour  to  the  commiiiioa  of  criines  the  mcfi  hei'- 

hbtes  Mfrit  tttfidcteus  ttiathave  erer  di%raced  and  Usickeiitd 

'huiAMMtwe.    A^^to^e  imputation  wfaxdi'thb  auriM^Ud 

|K.i^tlaiofti  of  tharfonil  crime  have  atterapred  to  throw  <m 

.•^kft  MttfedjT^  Govefofncnt,  k  is  alinefl  beiieath-  tReir  dig- 

'Jftity  to  ^imdefoend^o  reftite  it ;  but  I  ihfnk  it  naf  Aily^to 

•4te^to  this  Houle,  and  to  the  cmlized 'wt^rfd,  that  noafin 

-ttiority  biM:been  g'rven,  that  no  infirodtons  ha>re  been  i»ii<f-» 

^itiittedno^theEnglHh  Minifter  at  the  Court  of  MyMch^  fo 

^  engage  in  or  undertake  any  thing,  that  was  not  ilri61y^e^ll« 

•  fitknt  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  obferVance  of  tha  rights  of 
na^ns,  and  what,  perhaps,  is  paramount  to  them,  the  du* 

'  tfti  6f  humanity.  After  having  faid  thus  much,  I  hopef  it 
"Will  not  be  expcftcd  from  me,  that  I  fliould  fav  any  thing 

•  more  in  reply  to  that  moft  falfe,  fcandalous,  and  malignant 
impQtatfon.  As  to  the  correfpondence  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  aUuded,  it  is  impoffibie  for  me  to  enter  upon  that 
fubjed,  until  fome  communication  (hall  have  been  received 
6tom  the  honourable  perfon  who  has  been  fo  infamoufly  at« 

'  tacked  in  it ;  a  gentieman  for  whofe  cfaaraftcr  I  think  as 
:  iiighly,  and  am*  certainly  as  folicitous,.  as  the  noble  Lordi 
ot-Aii/one  in  the  kingdom,  can  be.  I  have  pcrfeft  confi* 
denee,  that  the  more  the  particulars  of  his  condud  are  in* 
quired  into,  the  more  apparent  *wiU  be  the  propriety  of  it» 
'  ahd  the  vilenefs  and  wifehood  of  that  (as  I  have  the  hdft 
grounds  to  fuppofe)  moft  impudent  and  infamous  fabficia* 
lion.  *  As  foon  as  his  Majefty's  Government  (hall  have  re<- 

•  ceived  the  communications  they  cxpeft  from  Mr.  Drakes 
i  ibo  dobte  Lord  may  be  afliired  they  will  not  fail  to  adept 
.' the.' moft  effectual  meafures  for  afferting  and  maintaining 

>thr'lionour  of  the  country.  I  muft  again  expreft  my  obK*. 
^0ltiont  lo  the  noble  Lord,  for  affording  me  an  oppoHunity 

•  ofldi<petl4ng  the  anxiety  of  the  country  upon  a  fuojeft,  the 
'  hOaouF  of  its  rcnrefentativc,  for  which  they  entertain  tiuit 

httidaliie  je&lQDiy  that  befits  a  great    and   high-minded 
-nation.  •    - 

•  »  '  lEtSH   MILITIA. 

\  On  the  order  of  the  day  being  moved  for  the  third  reld^^ 

ing  of  the  bill  for  augmenting  the  militia  of  Ireland,     *    * 

'  Mn  Gatcrafi  Yofc  to  oppofe  the  motion.  '  He  defended 

'  tiie'xsfolutiontf  of  the  colonels  of  tnilitui  Who  Irad  atlembled 

^t  the  Thatched- HoiifC)  againft  the  cenfure*thaC  hCPdnder- 

-  fioi»d  they*  had  beeti  e**pofed  to.     He  thought 'they  f^rt 

:Mdc4wn' ib xrlearly  and  explicitly,  4hat  it  ^as*  rioc  fM^fflM^qto 

:  lUfioiidttrfbiid  them;    }t  vtra^iftated  m  ftofe  r£fbiiitiditi<«  CHat 

v^.^iVoPrll;  t^3-4.  jR  -  ^     d^litttAilten 
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ddtbexation  by  armed' bodied  was  tlangerous  and  qacoHII}^ 
tudonal ;  that  was  neitiier  ooore  nor  icfs  than  the  iaw^f 
the  land.  He  condemned  the  plan  of  the  Secretary-  of 
^tale  for  the  augmentation  of  the  public  force  as  hi^olUic 
and  imprafiicablq ;  and  be  principally  objefied  to  it  ^  , 
tRndiag  to  raife  that  fpecies  of  competition  in  the  differsn;  * 
'  branches  of  the  recruiting  fervicc^  as  would  render  it  ixssA 
poflible  for  us  ever  to  acquire  a  con£derable  difpoiabie^Mrcev 
•  Sir  ff^ilUam  Elford  oppofed  the  hi(I»  and  principally  that 
part  of  it  which  went  to  provide  for  the  creation  of  this 
fgi  ce  by  a  bounty  to  be  paid  out  of  the  exchequers  of  the 
lUiiied  kingdom.  He  thought  a  fenciblc  force  m^ch  pre* 
ferable  to  it^  inafmuch  as  ic  wa$  equally  efficient,  and  was 
not  Jiabie  to  ihe  conftitutionai  objedions  that  the  bill  be«^ 
fore  the  Houfe  was  fubjeft  to. 

'    Mr.  Pitt  did  not  mean  to  trouble  the  Houfe  at  length, 
but  merely  to  ftate  the  ground  of  his  opinion,  that  it  wa$ 
impoffible  to  pafs  the  prefent  meafure  into  a  law»     He  wa 
not  one  of  thofe  who  were  of  opinion,  that  under  ailcir* 
cumfiances  there  were  objeftions  againll  a  force  initsna* 
ture  not  difpofable.     On  the  contrary;  he  felt  that  th^re 
might  be  circumftances  in  the  iituation'  of  a  country,  and 
fuch  he  confidered  the  circumftances  in  which  this  country  ; 
wps  placed  at  the  comn^encement  of  lail  year,  which  w^uU 
render  that  defcription  of  force  the  ilioft  eh'giblc,  be^aufc 
in  that  defcription  the  greateft  poflible  number  could  beob-  ^ 
tained  in  a  given  time  for  the  defence  of  the  country.    As 
a  force  for  limited  fervice  afforded  the  beft  profpeift  o£num- 
bers,  and  the  greateft  facility  in  the  execution,  tliere  could 
be  nodoubt  of  the  propriety  of  reforting  to  it  at  firft,  and  the  .• 
iimilar  circumftances  mipht  conftitute  a  iimilar  propriety  : 
he  did  not  think,  nor  did  he  fuppofe  that  it  would  be  con-*  _ 
tended  by  any  gentleman,  that  fuch  a  defcription  of  force  -- 
was  in  all  circumftances  that  which  ought  to  be  prov^ed  . 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.     It  would  not  be.deqjei^ 
that  the  regular  force   was  that  which  was  moft  to  he  .■ 
leaked  to  after  the  exigency  of  the  moment  was  by4be 
tJther  provided;  but  though  this  was  his  opinion,  he  did  i 
nci.  tliinkif  neceflary  to  enlarge  upon  it.at  prefect,  beduifii .; 
there  would  be  another  opportunity  for  delivering  bis  fenti-.. 
xnciits  on  that  head  witli  more  propriety.   He  did  not,  bow-  :: 
cvffr,.  conceive  the  two  defcriptions  of  force  inqompitibte, 
becaufc  the  limited  fbrcc  which  was  folely  calcdate^  fo^ . , 
defence,  mig'at  under  certain  regulations  be  made  fyhkf^^  • 
Iricbt  to  the  iocreafe  of  the  regulars.    .The  principle  of  Uitf.  - 
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j^Ytftnt  fncafum  he  confidercd  as  lying  v^hhtti  a  narrow 
cont^al^.     It  was  hot  a  queftion  between  alfifiite^  axidst 
^neral  force,  but  between  two  d^fcripClatib  of  iiftiftcd  fo'rct/ 
We  had  two  (pccics'of  forces  whofc  fervkes  were  linaittod  i 
iirft  the  mifitia*  of  whiicfh  we  had  long^  expefiehce ;  and 
next  theurtnf<3f  refcrvtf,  '^^bich,  In  the^  prdfeHt*iiiftartCfe^ 
we  had  fee'^tbe'firflr-tinie  tried;  and  whltb,  from  ks  fefvkear 
being  Extended  to  thd  uiMted  -empire,  was, a  better ^lefcrip.* 
tion  offeree  than  the.tmlUfa. .  But  independent  of  the  fii^* 
periority  which  the  amy  of  teferve  in^thisxefpedb^iad  OTcr. 
the  militiii,  independent  of  its, behtj?  rofScered:.b^  regulur 
<^ficei9,  independent  of  the  dircuinftance'  thsttbe-  nrittiiaf  t 
in  a  gteaMnea&rev  lofes  its  chaniftet  whbn:  carried  to  too  .^ 
great  ^n  ^xtentj  and  independent  of  thexonfideratioh  t^.. 
tb^.amiy  of  refevve  bad  befnessprefsFyintendbdasaiPeilnfti 
of  recruiting  the  regulttcs, : be  could  notconiQeifieany'gdodM 
grounds  that,  in:  the  prelent  iituation  pf  i.he  enlpiie,  C(>juld . 
be  laid  for  augmenting  a  ibree  of  fo  ^init^d  a  defcrip^on*  i 
By  the  view  which  he  took  of  the  meafure  before  the 
Houfe,  it  appeai^ed  to^  him,  that. an  ^  which  had  beta  ; 
wifely  framed  ta  meet  the  exigencies  df  the  empire,  and  to  j 
provide  for  the  recruiting  gf  the  Unc^  was  to  be  {yfpeadcd  ; 
tbet  a  machine  which  was  in  operation  was  to  he  put.an  tiiid  1 
to ;  that.^lans  which  had  been  wifely  devifed,for  procuring  i 
that  fpeoes  of  force  which  was  under  the  cinrumftaiscerof 
the  empire  moft  defirablC)  were  to  be  g^ven  upj  in  order' 
that  fomething  elfe,' wotfe  and  nion^t  ine$ciflQt^  ftiiglil.^' 
fubftituted  inftead  of  them.     They,  werq.to  addict  a  mea«  * 
fore  for  Uie  augmentation  4>f  the  more,  limited  force,  be- 
caufe  this  a£l  for  raifiog  the  army  of  ref^rve  had  not  boea . 
at  once  efficient,  becai^e  it  had  been  found  difficult  to  carry 
it  into  full  and  complete  ejSe£t  in  the  firfi  inftance.    Con« 
fidering  all  tbefe  circumftances,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
prefent  meafure,  viewed  comparatively  with  that  which  it . 
was  propofed  by  his  Majefty's  Miniilers  to  fufpeod,  was  one 
of  the  moft  obje&io/iable  that  could  be  conceived.    Jri^ 
di^  not  look  upon  it  as  in  any  refpe£t  fo  eligible  a$  the  * 
meafure  of  which,  we  were  at  prefent  in  pofleffion,  and  it  . 
did  hot  appear. to  him  to  afford  fo  good  a-  chance  of  pro*^ 
XDOting  the  progrefs  of.  that  defcription  of  force  which  on 
all   hands  was  allowed  to  be  moft  defirable.     Qn  tbefe   . 
grounds/tfaerefore,  he  (hould  vote  9gainft  the  meafure^  not 
as  againft  any  augmentation  of  our  force,  b|it  becaufe  we 
bad^evety  reafon  to  expeft  a  nroie  effe^ual  increafe  to  the 
beft.defalpdon  of  our  force,  by  the  operatii[>fl  of  the  mea-* 
^re  which  w^  now  propofed  to  be  fufpended. 

9&ii  JLor4 
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.JUrd  C^lfTtagh  agfccd  wh^.  ^; ;i)iglH.lion.*Fiiien4  yrki^ 
f|rol[.el3ft»jha£in  o^py  goints;rhj^  ^any.of  r^feryfe  h;i4  great. 
a<;lvants£es  ovieT  Uie  mijitia^  90(i:  piin^pally  as  fof aiibg  ihe« 
«///«f  of^  regular  acmy  :  bui.  a^^is  yra^.impoffiVteto  procorc 
flow  thofe  two  .f9uc€^$  the  fo^rei  thflt;.was  wanted,  it  ke« 
C^tnci  neceiTary  iq  rcour  to  thb  tfaii:4  'fpeciesiof  iwcej'  He 
i^iiked  to  torreA\a.  it)ircoDCPpl»ft  which  bad  gone  kbrtoad 
rerpttAii)£  tfaip.lkrpenfiqn  of  ihe  broiyfoirdccve  aft.  It  way 
pot  the  intenrioneChiahoo.  Friend  near  him»  ID  entirfchf-fii^C* 
p«sid  the  operation  of  the  a£V*  He^^nniDld  not  fufpend  the  rei«. 
eBuitlog*  hilt  hej]ieant:to  fufpondthe  balbtsV  wfiieh  cmattd 
the.cotnpeiitltiiiy  and  the  high  bouniito.  .  To.jisAU^alvo^re-* 
fent^bill,  the  noUe  Lord  dated;  rban.  Il  Mas  irl  tteland 
atoott  that  it  liiar prstditable  to-raHe tnenata bennty  fnferier 
tdiheiia&otf  tile  iriny  of  fefcpvev^  It  arofe  from  ttmtf  |i6- 

S»en(iiy«ithich  theiiitives  ^'ttet.ptMit  of  the»einpite  pof- 
(ifled^o  ioUo;Dr  the  gentry  of  the  country   in  preference  to 
rtgolaY  officm^  howl^er  eiccelteritj    'He  did  nd^  t<mctnr  ut 
tlfttlTe  difitsreiice^  whkh  had  5«e»«aii<ddavoured  to  b!^  Supported 
ill  i*6{t>ed  6f  the  mod6  of  railing-  men  in   both?  kingdoths ; 
whether    the'tounty  was  dlreft  as  in  li»rtaftdi  of  ihdi- 
r«ft,*  a^    in   tliis  *<Hiatfyi    the  operation,  as    far  as  re- 
g4fdedf(he  financial  j^iW  of  Ibfe'  fyften^.'ipris  the  feinr  fn 
bMheouhtdes.     Cf  he  thought  that  the*  prefent  megfuTC 
c6uld  poffiWy  tfend  to  iitipWfe  the  r^crtliting  for  the  t^girf^r- 
forvicc,  if  it  could  even^revent  the 'augmentation-  of  that"* 
fdrte^fa^  fiver  Ihoufand  itltof  iPWoUld,  in  his  mind,  be^an  iir-' 
foptffttble^llbjeaidri  td  it.    «ut  h^-did  not  think  it;  would 
proAiCtS'Htty  difflcijiti&^  irt  the  way* of  tlie  recruiting  fet^icc' 
fbrnhe  line.     He  had  infpcfted  the  returns  of  that  ftrvicc' 
f(3^  a  ferieft  €>f-  yearsj  and  he  could  pefcelve  from  thcm,that 
the^rtnv  did  not  get  fewer  mehV  cvch-when  the  competition 
vs^s^t  the  higheft.  ^  He  did  not  think  \i  advifable*  to  forego 
tlfe  ^dvantageis  of  the  prefent  biH.-  ^A  great  mafs  of  the  po- 
pfllMion  of  Ireladd  will  enter  into  the  militia,  but  tiotioto 
tisearmy,  and  td  procure, the  men^ wanted . the  means  of 
recruiting  fhould  be  mniltiplied.     As  to  the  objcftions^that' 
hftd  been  urged  againft  the  rocafufe'on  ^befcDte  of  finance, 
and  as  to  its  being^at  the  joint  cxpcnceof  the  united  kinj- 
datn,'  he  did-not  think  that  wouW  weigh  much  ifith'Gcn-* 
tlefflen,  particularly  if  they  reflcfted  -that  this  was  the  part 

'  of  the  empire  moft  rncMeed,  and  to  which  the  imi^ediate 
advantages  of  it-wOuId  refutt:  he  would  therefore  vote  for 

.  tlic  meafure.  •  -      -  '  ^        . 

.  'Mrs  Bankcs  faid^  that  Minifters  wereintroducing'a  fyilem, 
,.  >  I  •  ^:  ..^   .  ->-  *  .-'S  '  ^'.  **  *     -  ivhJth 
V  .^        '  •  «>«  ^ 
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Y^gh  ^s.mo|:c  Jlmitcflt  and  )€^^ei\QM(nt  ^h^ti  fflf^actny  of 
rfp^ve,.  in  lieu  of  which^^uwas  in?en<{ec|  to.  )>e^fub{thut«cl  fU 
ii  was, making  the  IrUb  (nilitia  iii»g$;ner,^t. liable  jq  the:rervibdr. 
oj^  t.l)Q^tw(>  countries  ^  l^caufe  a  recru,U  will  now;  Cuppofe 
hiQirejf  ii^clude^,  and  eventually- equally  liabie.witi)  ^nKcfs^. 
3^d  wj^ll^/iqjd^ub^  require  a  larger  bpunty  to  induce  hint 
tp^-^cM^Tir    X^ii^^^ci^i^y  '  occafronei^ .  by  i  he  ,1)0 wei ^[^flnted « 
tpbisMajefty.  9«g^t  tp,l^.(upplied,.by  afprce  eqiiaUyv  good. 
ifi,eyery<  fefp^dr:    The   pobU   W^, -bid  Taid^.  Ui^  it  ^d9* 
a^^^fy  oia^fT^of  difcipUnitigjihe  IMP  who  .ypere.  tiewlf* 
x§if€4:ii  J^u^itfefsre  were,  other  ^gjipent^x.  of  a  di&reoi^ck-* 
icrJpHPnvJf^^yvWcb  thfj  might  a^ea% attain  .thAf.dif%ipHnc-«<. 
\d^f .  vferq  pro^jdlpg  for  a  cafe  wt^Iqii  wai  not  exifling^jls  ir^ 
UM^b^^ackp^^l^^^  that  we  ^rn^  i»  ao  greater'dangec.oE/ 
if^a^p».tban:Yv/B,Ji%d,,l^n  during  Jhc,  winter  tionc*  .  J^e  w^^ 
d]pqide4\y,?^g^ii^  tbe^bi^Urfis  it  w^&  encouraging  a  (jpt^des  .o& 
foiacf  which  was  inferior   to  the  other  two^^thc  army^  dfii 
rfle/ve  and  th&:  r^g^ilfir  arpnyy,  which  was  ;io  .objed  jquitoi 
cqa^Wy;  to  ibe  ini(^ntion;of  \be»Minifteift  xhtmffifi9pnat"M 
tjmei  they^  w^e^expreiTinga  defire  to  increaCe   the  regular^ 
a£9ay^*    It  had  Vqp  faid  that  tbe^rmy  q(  referve  aft. war 
UPt,  IP  be  fufper^dpd  entirely  ;^  he  wiflbcd  tp  know  what.was' 
tboi^teation  of^overmncnt  upq(^that  ppi«.r. .      ,  •;  .    .     I 
rL^rd  Cafiltreagh   explained,    ana  faid>.  it,  was   intenc^eidK 
tf^f.fufpepd  the  operation  of  the  ^rmyi.of  ./eferveAfi,.  in;^' 
Cfrt^int degree,,  and  to  take  from  the  couoiie^  whtcji  wcrer 
de&qent  in   theic   quatas^.  a  nu^derate  fine   in  liQU  there-* 
of;  but  not  to  CMfpendthe  recruiting,  cyeti   for  that  £^^' 
Tieej  ^t  a  bp.unty  inferior  to  that  for  the  regin^ent&of  t^< 
•  lifie*'    .  .'...••.:;. 

<  Mr.  Windham  did  not  think   that  the  .noble  Lord^fvciio^ 
fpdce  ija  anfwer  to  the  right  hon.  Gentietnan  oppofite.(Mr/ 
Pm)i  had4}een  fuccefsCulin  combaung  hi^  argumentSi    He 
i^eoi^d.  veniare  toobjedl  to  the  former  bill,  .j|lilio«gif  it.bad^. 
had  the  ratificalba  of  thatHoufe^  arid  heofajedbd'tOfXher 
prefem  one  on  account  of  its  relation  thereto*  .  It  vbad  been' 
1  faid  by  thofe  on  the  oppoCie  bench,  that  he«  and  others  in' 
that  ;Htiufe,  were  always  complaining  <of  the  cooduA  of 
Miuifters,  and,  in  (korT|  that  «'  though  they  piped. to  us,  we^ 
Would  nor  dance  ;  and  thoogh  they  mourned,  we  would^noc 
^^oient."     [A  laugh)    He,.  however>  wcJoid   (till  obfeirve^ 
tbat«he  never  went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  «*  diiband  the  mHittft^'' 
'%]|only  wiflied  that  no  augmentation  of  that  fyOern  aiMiid«> 
take  place.     Minifters  did,  not  call  this  a;  difpolable  forise,- 

but 
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bnt  they  GA'i  that  it  gave  them  a  greater  comq^and  oC  thejf 
dtfjf^ofablb  force.     That  he  denied  ;  becaufe  the  one  ^at  • 
quite  inconfiftent  with  the. other.     The  recruiting  for  the 
one  would  undoubtedly  interfere  with  the  other.     Kretj  . 
one  of  the  Miniders  on  the  oppofite  bench  feocoed  to  be» 
aff'it  were»  his  own  antagonift.     kvery  meafure  they  adopted/ 
they  countieradled  by  ine  adoption  of  fome  ofh^r  aieafofeb' 
In  fHorty  they  were  in  the  fituation  of  a  man  who  is  haunt- 
ed'by  his  own  (pe£tre;  the  right  hand  was  fighiing  wUk 
the  left.     Although  they  had  .already  procured  ite  Ms  thait^ 
4001C00  volunteers^  *jo,Qoo  militia,  and  36^00  men  for  the/- 
army  of  referve,  they   feemed   Aill  to   be  wilhing  to  ifi-> 
creafe  that  defcription  of  force  deftined  for  a  limited  fer« 
vice*.    Such  meafures  were  totally  at  variance  with  one  afio- 
ther.  '  fie  difapproved  entirely  of  fuch  a  circuitous  mode  of 
ittaining^he  objed  in  view,  as  that  of  raifing  men  for  the 
ftiiUtia,  as  a  ftep  towards  increafing  the  regular  army.  .  The 
mUitia  were  now  raifed  by  bounty,  and  not  by  ballot ;  and 
why  not  give  the  force  to  be  raifed  the  appellation  of  fenci*   * 
bleS  i     An  ancient  Grecian,  faid  he  (alluding  to  Anacreon)^   : 
could  never  produce  any  thing  from  his  harp  but  the  ftraln 
of  love,  notwithftanding  the  great  number  of  firings  on  his* 
inftrument ;  fo,  in  his  opinion,  were  the  Minifters  alwayt*  . 
harping  on  the  fame  firing ;  they  Teemed  to  him  to  end  el« . 
vrays  where  they  began,    in  the  cafe  of  rebellion,  it  might- 
be  fald,  that   it  was  proper  to  bring  away  the  Irilh  militia    . 
from  their  own  country  to  prevent  a  degree  of  party  fpirit," 
to  prevent  a  regiment  of  Orangemen  fighting  againft  Catbo^ 
lies.    No  man  would  wifb  to  augment  the  ferocity  of  fuch 
civil  wars  as  had  occurred  in  that  country.    Were  any  troops   ■ 
to  be  fubflitutedfor  the  militia,  he  fhould  think  that  fore^nert 
were  as  fit  for  the  purpofe  as  any  other,  to  prevent  Engtiflt- 
men    or   Irifhmen   fighting  againd  their    own    relations* 
Although,  however,  he  might  be  induced  to  agree  to  the  pro^ 
,  priety  of  bringing  Irifhmen  out  of  their  own  country  on  that 
account,  yet  by  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  Miniflcrs  he 
found  that  other  Irifhmen  were  to  be  raifed  in  their  place. 
He  doqbted  not  that  fome  gentlemen  had  been  fnduccN)  io 
VQte  for  the  bill  which  had  lately  paffed,  upon  the  prioel*- 
pie  of  the  Irifh  militia  being  thus  always  kept  up  at  the&me 
height.     This  put  him  in  mind  of  a  certain  Gentleman)  wfaor 
always^  loved  to  intoxicate  his  gueils,  and  the  method  be 
adopted  was,  by  keeping  bi^  punch-bowl  conflantly  fupplio)  . 
by  an  apparatus  under  his  table,  fo  th^tt  thofc  whom  he  en- 
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teVtatned  were  induced  to  drink  toofnuchi  by  their  p^rpAtv^  : 
iftg  that  the  quantity  of  liquor  never  decreafed^  Unlefk  the 
deficiency  was  to  be  foppiied  by  foreign  or  regular  Xroo{i$» 
he'ihought  Ireland  would  be  left' in  a  defencelefs  fla^e«  .  fie 
fa^.  n6  profpeft  of  that  reciprocity  which  had  been  fo  often, 
alhided'to.  Such  meafures  made  it  more  and  more  impoSiblq . 
Co  procure  that  fpecies  of  force  which  was  ws^nted.  .Mini- 
fters  firft  fried  their  hand  at  one  mode,  and  finding  that  aot 
to  ftjccefcd  altogether  to  the  expedations  of  the  country^  the/, 
then  try  another,  and  finding  that  a$  badj  they  then  cooae  ta 
the-niiKib  fydem  again.  In  fliort,  they  Teemed,  noiwith- 
fiaiidtng  their  own  inclinations,  to  be  following  means  to 
procure  any  thing  but  a  regular  army.  He  had  read  of ^ 
lady  who  faid  to  her  gallant,  that  he  was  the  only,  man  the 
cxrer  knew  who  (kerned  determined  not  to  be  a  gentlemaQf 
He  might  fay  oftheprefent  Minillers,  that  they  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  only  Mintders  he  ever  had  heard  of,  who 
were  determined  never  to  have  an  army. 

Mr^  Secretary  Torke  faid,  •that  fo  far  from  his  Ma|e(ly*| 
Minifters  feeming  to  be  determined  not  to  have  a  regtilat 
army^  as  the  right hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  had.ex** 
prefled  himfelf  in  theconclufion  of  his  fpeech,  he  (hould  only 
mention,  what  had  been  often  taken  notice  ojf  lately  in  that 
Houfe,  that  the  army  was  greater  at  this  moment  than  it  ever 
was  at  an  equal  period  in  any  former  war.  In  point  of  fa£l^ 
the  regular  army  was  never  d  popular  tneafure  in  this  country* 
The  plan  which  had  been  always  adopted  was  to  reduce  \X 
at  the  end  of  every  war.  The  force  propofed  to  be  raife4 
by  tfat^biU  was  acknowledged,  by  thofe  who  had  experience 
of  Ireland,  to  be  the  bed  that  could  be  adopted  in  the  prefent' 
iituatton  of  the  country,  and  would  lead  of  all  interfere  wiih 
the  regular  army.  Ireland  had,  as  yet,  contributed  lefs  to 
the  atigmentation  of  the  army  than  its  proportion,  when 
compared  with  Great  Britain.  Of  ao,ooo  mirnia,  i8»ooo 
only  were  ratfed  in  that  country  at  this  moment :  of  io,ooq 
xnenfor  the  army  of  referve,  oply  7,000  had  been  procured  ; 
Ireland  had  therefore  ^  great  number  of  men  yet  to  furniih. 
There  were  a  great  many  men  of  property  who  would  cpmo 
forth  and  eruleavour  to  augment  the  militia  at  the  bounty 
propofed,  who  womM  not  enter  intoany  other  kind  of  feryicc^ 
He  was  convinced,  that  by  the  inQuence  of  fuch  leading 
Gentlemen  in  Ireland,  the  force  prbpofed  by  the  bill  coukt 
|>e  foon^raified  without  at  all  interfering  with  ihe  recuiting  of 
pur  r^Urarmjc* 
'••     '.  ^'v  ''-.''■  ^  Mr, 
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Mr*  F^x  raid/ he  had  formerly  giien  fiis'opintoQof  the 
genera)  plan  of  defence  which  had  been  adopted,  cndNehid 
liftenMT  with  attentioo  to  all  that  ha4  been  tdinmiid'hf 
others  upon  the  fubjefi.  If  ib,ooo  men  wete  aduatly  pm» 
pofed  to  be  raifed  for  a  limited  ferri^e,'  he  ivould  afk/wtiy 
Ibould  .it  be  for  the  utmoft  poflible  limited  feitf  ice*?  Wte  W^re 
placing  obrfelvsfs  in  a  very  whiindcal  fltuarion.  ijf^;6oo 
inititia  in  Ireland,  we  were  to*  bring  To^ooo  to  'this  ^tintty» 
while^  AS  to  the  other  10,000,  we  were  Making  no'proTtfion 
o^  engagement  at  all.  He  Wanted  to  know  on  what  prmci- 
.pie  it  was  not  alfo  propofed  to  enter- into  a  (imHar  cngage-t 
ment  with  the  new  levies?  It  had  been  anfwered  that  they 
could  not  be  raifcd  fo  cheaply ;  then  why  not  raife  them  as 
fencibles  ?  The  mo(!e  cf  raifing  this  propofed  augmenia* 
Hon  was  by  making  an  addition  of  30  men  to  each  company* 
What  was  to  become  of  the  regiments  which  might  chance 
to  be  in  this  country?  Were  their  companies  of  fevetity 
men  to  be  increafipd  to  one  hundred?  and  were  the  thtrir^ 
ditional  men  to  be  left  in  tfland,  or  to  join  the  oihm  in 
JEngland?  They  muft,  undoubtedly,  be  raited  on  fomc  fpcl 
clfic  agreement,  in  order  to  procure  their  voluntary  acqui* 
efcence.  While  it  was  faid,  that  fenciblcs  could  not  be 
procured  to  come  to  this  country  at  a  bounty  of  four  goi* 
neas,  how  were  we  to  get  the  militia  td  extend  their  fcrviccs 
at  that  rate?  NotwithOanding  all  the  boa'd  of  voluntary 
fervices,  Miniffers  feemed  afraid  to  broach  the  fubjed  to  the 
t)ew  levies,  and  appeared  inclined  to  trud,  that  when  men 
had  been  induced  to  enlifl  into  a  regiment  which  had  extend* 
ed  its  fervice,  ihey  alfo  would  not  refufe  an  equal  cxterrlron. 
The  foundation  of  the  plan  feemed  to  be  the  propofed  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  army  of  referve  a£l ;  and  while  Mini(lers  thus 
look  one  fyftcm  out  of  the  market,  fo  as  not  to  itiierfetc  «frith 
the  regular  army,  they  immediately  add  to,ooo  men  by  a 
mode  which  will  interfere,  more  or  Icfs,  with  that  very  fcr- 
yicc,  by  preventing  its  rapkl  Ihcreafe. 

The  Ckancelkr  of  the'  Exchtquer  ohhrvtA^  that  the  pritttcs 
would  ncioll  probably  be  difpofed  to  join  their* comrades, 
and  then  the  force  wquld  fo  far  hr*  augmented.  It  had  been 
afted  why  fcricibles  were  not  raifed  inOeud  of  miihla  ;  but  it 
ihould  be  rccoIle^TiHi  that  during  the  latt  war  the  fefacfblcs 
were  not  raifcd  for  general  frvice  to  all  parts  of  iHc  king* 
^m.  The  moJc  of  raifing  the  militia  had  a  pecuKar  facility 
growing  out  of  the  natural  influence  poffefled  by  geittletnen 
ia  il)tir  own  vicinity,  which  was  far  greater  than  any*other 
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,  mode  that'  could  be  tdopted,  and  it  had  been  particularly 
JFouxmI To  in  Ireland.  There  was  likevvire  a  very  coiifider- 
^ablc  difficultyio  procuring  officers  for  fencible  corps,  wHieh 
was  by  no  means  tbf»  cafe  with  the  militia*.  THe  objeft  of  this 
bill  was  to  provide  a  militia  equal  to  that  provided  during 
thelaft  war;  it  created  a  force  of  ten  thoufahd  nUeOi  to1>c 
raifed  with  far  greater  difpatch,  and  to  be  difcfptined  in 
a  much  quicker  way  <han  any  other  defcj^iption  of  fbrce. 
That  an  increafe  of  difpofable  force  was  urgeiit  no  ope 
could  deny  ;  but  it  was  alfo  urgent  to  confider  thefacility  of 
its  application.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  (iatcdy  that  thU 
meafure  would  interfere  with  the  recruitiug  of  the  regulars; 
fo  it  nught  be  thought  upon  general  reaforyng,  but  thofe 
Gentlemen  who  were  mpft  converfant  with  IrelanJ  were' of 
opinion  that  it. would  operate  upon  different  difpofitions  and 
clafles  from  thofe  upon  whom  the  recruiting  fyflem  operated* 
and  by  a  comparifon  of  the  levies  of  different  years,  it  would 
appear  that  no  material  variation  was  likely  to  take  place. 
At  the  end  of  the  laft  war,  it  would  be  found,  that  of  the 
25,000  miliiia  then  difbanded,  very  few  entered  into  the 
army*    The  prefumption'  therefore  was,  that  it  was  a  dif* 

'ferent  clafs  of  the  people  on  whom  this  meafure  would  ope« 
rate»  from  thofe  who  enlifted  in  the  regulars  in  the  firfl  in- 
flance.  It  had  been  argued  as  If  we  had  no  difpolable 
force;  but  the  faA  was,  that  we  had  at  prefent  a  difjpofable 
force  of  70,000  men  rank  and  file.  Let  it  not,  therefore,  be 
fuppofed  t>r  faid,  that  we  were  without  a  difpofable  force. 

A/r.  Canning  wifhed  to  know  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Addington)  if  the  augmentation  was  ta  extend 
to  thofe  regiments  in  this  country  as  well  as  to  thofe  in  Ire- 
land? If  he  underftood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  aug- 
mentation was  to  extend  to  the  regiments  volunteering  to  this 
country  as  we;ll  as  to  thofe  in  Ireland.  In  this  Cafe  it  mud 
be  In  the  power  of  the  new  levies  to  refuTe,  as  the  t^rms  on 
which  they  are  to  be  raifed  will  certainly  admit  of  a  refufal. 
In  the  event,  therefore,  of  their  refufing  to  come  to  thii 
country  10  join  regiments  with  which  they  are  totally  unac- 
quainted, he  would  afk,  what  ufe  would  be  made  of  them, 
detached  as  they  would  be  in  thirties,  without  belonging  to 
any  particular  regiment  ?  That  they  will  volunteer,  is  a 
mere  aflumption  tof  which  there  is  no  evidence.  On  the 
contrary,  he  would  afk,  what  inducement  they  could  have  to 
volunteer  to  regiments  already  gone,  and  to  every  individual 
in  which  they  might  be  total  flrangers  ?  Be  wifbcd  to  know, 
Vol.  IL  1803-4.  3  S  if 
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if  Miniftert  meant  to  cure  a  greater  breach  of  faith  byalefs^ 
Had  this  mode  of  rccruiftng  Seen  adopted  at  firft,  had  it  been 
refori.ed  to  a  yearago,  th^re  woijld  have  been  iefs  objedlion  to 
it.,  Byt  his  M^jefty's  Mioifters  tell  us,  that  thou^  ihei 
Inffi  militia  transfer  bill  gives  a  power  of  ioceptmg  their 
offers,,  yei  that  power*  perhapsi  foav.  not  be  ufed.  In  like 
manner,. the  Houfe  may  pafs  an.aO  lotncteafe  the  mititia 
of  Ireland,  but  it  will  not  neceflarily  ^follow  thai  fuch  ao 
increafe  would  take  place,  or  that  fuch  an  increafe  has 
been  intrnded.  To*morrow  too  tlie  Houfe  would  be  called 
upon  to  fufpend  the  army  of  referve  a£t,  while  upon  the  fame 
principle,  no  fuch  fufpenfion  was  intended  to  take  place. 

Mr.  AUxandtr  fupported  the  bill  upon  the  piinciple  that 
the  militia  fervice  was  ilic  beft  calculated  to^raife  men  fa 
Ireland.  It  \vas  there  very  different  from  this  country, 
^rom  the  want  of  poor's  law«»  and  from  thy  extenfive 
fubdivifion  of  land^  the  petty  tenant^  as  moil  of  them 
were,  at  5I.  a  year,  were  more  under  tlie  influence  of  the 
landed  gentlemen,  while  the  young  men  had  no  regular  pro^ 
feflion,  were  without  educatipn,  and  found  it  neceflPary  to 
enlift  with  a  country  gentleman,  to  fecure  the  leafe  to  their 
families. 

Sir  John  Newport  diiFeced  with  the  lad  fpeaker.  In  the 
north  of  Ireland,  indeed,  the  militia  was  generally  raifed  in 
ihe. particular  county;  but  not  fo  in  the  foiuh,  to  which 
the  fydeip  of  raifing  by  boiuity  materially  contributed. 

Colonel  Vereker  fpoke  in  fupport  of  the  meafure,  as  the 
be(t.  (node  of  laiftng  additional  force  in  Ireland.  To  prove 
the  facility  of  raifing  militia  in  Ireland,  he  inftanceil  what 
occurred  during  the  time  that  he  was  Governor  of  Limerick, 
where  he  found  great  difficulties  in  procuring  recruits  for 
the  army  of  referve,  though  the  bounty  was  as  high  as  teo 
guineas  per  man.  But  when  his  own  regiment  of  militia 
was  marched  out  of  the  town,  not  Iefs  than  an  hundi ed  meit 
followed  It  for  20  miles,  defirous  of  being  enlided:  fomucfe 
attached  were  the  people  to  the  militia  fervice. 

Colonel  Odell  ftated  a  fiaiilar  facility  of  raiQng  mea  bi9 
the  militia,  in  the  counties  of  Kerry  and  Limerick,  while 
there  was  the  utmoft  difficulty  of  procuring  a  man  for  the 
array  of  refeive. 

Colonel  Craufurd  could  not  conceive  •*  poflible,  that  while 
influence  and  attachment  could  procure  fo  many  followers 
for  the  Gentlemen  who  belonged  to  the  miliiia^  there  were 
not  other  Gcfttlcmev  of  equal  influence  who  mi^bt  be  called 
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on  to  raife  regimflttts  for  fencible  Tervice.  lie  was  fore  there 
>¥«fe  lAany  Gfinilemen  of  rnihience  ready  to  undertake  ihe 
fvrvice  wiih  thertulleft  con&ience  of  foccefs. 
•  Lvrd De  Bia^ukre  xhoQght^  that  though  fo  many  weredif-^ 
ppfed  to  follow  the  Hon.  Colonel  who  fpoke  fome  lime  back, 
it  would  not  be  found  to  be  ihe  cafe  wnh  every  other  regi- 
HMD!.  He  faid  it  to  Uiat  hon.  Member*^  face,  though  he 
hated  all  flattery^  that  his  bravery  and  gallantry  were  fuffici- 
eru  incentives  to  induce  men  to  follow  him  to  the  field.  He 
thought  the  mode  of  augmenting  our  force  now  propnfed  the 
worlt  pofTiblcfDode  thai  could  be  adopted:  It  was  a  mea- 
fure  of  defence^  and  not  oi  oiFence  ;  and,  therefore,  as  Ihe 
Secretary  of  State  had  brought  it  forward  as  a  mode  of  in* 
creafing  our  oifeniive  force,  he  muft,  on  his  own  principle?^ 
oppofe  it.  Within  24,  or  at  mod,  48  hours,  he  was  certain 
that  Government  had  received  offers  to  raife  fencible  corps  in 
Ireland.  If  ever  he  gave  an  honeft  vote  in  that  Houfe,  (a 
laugh)  he  (boMld  now  in  voting  againft  themeafure. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the  numbers  appeared-^ 
Ayes,        -        *        128 
Noes,        -        -        107-^Majority  21 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

Mr«  Alqxander  brought  up  the  report  on  the  Irifh  linen 
snanufadlire  bill,  which  was'received,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  Committees  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Mtfans  were 
deferred  to  Wednefday  next. 

Adjourned  at  ti  o'  clock.' 


Ziji  of  the  aiovf  Minority  * 

Adair,  Robert  Canning,  right  hon.  Geo. 

Bankes,  Henry  Calcrafi,  John 

Binning,  Lord  Coke,  Thomas 

Bootle,  E.  W.  Cooke,  Bryan 

Buxton,  iiir  R*  J.  Courtenay,  John 

Burroughs,  Wm.  Crecvey,  Thomafc 

Berkeley,  Admiral  Cowper,  E.  S. 

Brtice,  Lord  Craufurd,  Col. 

Bouverie,  hon»  E.  Chapman,  C.    ' 

Barclay,  Sir  Robert  Dent,  John 

Bradlhaw.  R.  H.  Dickinfon,  Wtri. 

Cenyon,  R.  Dickinfon,  W.  jun 

Cartwright,  W.  R.  Dundas,  P. 
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Dundas»  hon.  ft. ' 
Duadasy  right  hbn.  W. 
Dundasy  C.  L.  > 


Dunda9,hon.  L. 
Dundas,  boo.  G.  H* 
Dtiloni  hon.  Geo.  A. 
De  Blaquiere,  Lord 
Dupre,  J. 
Elford,SirWm. 
Ellis,  C.R. 
Elliot,  rieht  hon.  W. 
EuRon,  Earl  of 
Fergufon,  James 
Fox,  hon.  C.  J. 
Francis,  Philip 
Fttzharris,  Vifcount  ' 
Folkcftonc,  Vifcount 
Fitzhugh,  Wm. 
Gowcr,  Lord  G,  L- 
Grcgor,  Francis 
Grcnvillc,  right  hon.  1 
Harrifon,  John 
Hamilton,  Lord  A, 
Hipptfley,  Sir  John 
Henderfon,  A. 
Howard,  Henry 
HtU,hon-Wm.. 
John  (lone  Gcorp;e 
Kinnaird,  hon.  C»  . 
Kirkwall,  Vifcount 
Kenfmgton,  Lord 
Lambt4>D,  ibiiph 
Long,  right  hon.  C. 
Lowther,  John 
Lowther,  James 
Latouche,  -— 
Laurence,  Dr.. 
Lemon,  Sir  W.  * 
Morpeth,  Lord 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
Milbank,  Sir  R. 
Milner,  Sir  William 


[COMMO  Mt 

Morris,  Edward 
Mariham,  Lord 
Newport,  Sir  John      , 
North,  Dudley 
Northey,  Wm. 
0(bome,  John 
Ord,  William 
Oflulflon,  Lord 
Petiy,  Lord  H, 
Pitt,  right  hon*  W. 
Porcheftcr,  Lord 
Proby,  Lord 
Portman,  J.  B. 
Pyicbes^John 
Raine,  J. 

RnfTell,  Lord  WillUm 
Ryder,  Richard 
SiiKlair,  Sir  John 
Stoane,  Col. 
Smith,  George 
Smith,  hon.  John 
Smith,  J«  A. 
Smith,  Witiiam 
St.  John,  hon.  St.  A. 
Spencer,  Lord  R. 
Stanleys  Lo^d 
Scott,  J.  (Worccft.) 
Thelluflbn,  P.  L 
Temple,  Earl 
Villic/s,  hon.  J.  C. 
Ward,  hon.  J   W. 
Ward,  Robert 
Walpole,  hon.  G* 
Wharton,  — 
Winnington,  Shr  £• 
Whitbrcaa,S. 
Wcftern,  C.  C. 
Windham,  right  hon.  W. 
WroMeflcy,  Sir  J. 
Wynne,  Sir  W. 
Young,  Sir  Wm. 
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HOUSEOFLORDS; 

TUESDAY,   APRIL    17. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  decifion  of 
*  fhc  Scotch  appeal,  Fleming  againft  Abcrcromby,  was  poil- 
poned  till  ihe  next  day. 

Tlie  irifli  militia  augmentation  bill,  and  feveral  private 
bit  Is  were  brought  up  from  the  Commons,  and  read  a  iirft 
time. 

The  bill  for  the  better  enforcing  the  canons  of  the  church, 
as  to  the  ages  at  which  prieils  and  deacons  are  to  be  admit- 
ted into  holy  orders,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

Lord  Hawkejbury  ftattd  it  to  be  his  intention  to  move 
for  the  fccond  reading  of  the  Irifh  militia  transference  fer- 
vice  bill  on  Thurfday.  It  was  alfo  his  wifhi  that  the  other  ' 
bill,  now  on  their  Lord(bips*  table,  for  augmenting  the  mi- 
litia force  of  Ireland,  (hould  be  read  a  fccond  time  on  the 
fame  day.  Should,  However,  the  former  of  thePe  bills  pro-  • 
duce  any  thing  of  a  long  difcuilion,  fo  as  to  induce  any  no«> 
ble  Lord  to  defire  that  the  other  fhould  be  poftppned,  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  urge  the  meafure. 

The  fame  noble  Lord  laid  on  the  table  a  lift  of  the  corps 
and  companies  of  Irifh  militia  who  had  made  an  offer  of 
extending  their  ferviccs  td  any  part  of  Great  Britaid  duifing 
the  war.  '    ' 

VOLUNTEER  REGULATIONS  filLL. 

Lord  VValfingbam  brought  up  the  report  of  the  voUuolteer 
Vlll  — Several  of  the  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

On  the  claufei  relative  to  exemptions  from  fervingin  the 
Qiilitia  and  other  additional  force* 

Lord  GnnvlUe  r^new^  his  objections  to  that  part  of  tbe 
claufe  by  which  fuch  exemptions  were  confined  t^  the  ad- 
ditional force  raifed,  or  to  be  raifed,  by  any  a£t  of  the  •pre* 
fent  feilion.  Such  reftridion,  he  maintained,  was  not  .con* 
£fteot  with  that  good  faith  which  Government  ought  to}  pre* 
frrve  towards  the  volgnteers.  He  therefore,  aioved,  that 
the  wolds  ihould  ftand,.  as  they  had  done  in  foimer.afis» 
**  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  by' any  a£ts  of  the  prefent,  of  any 
future,  feilion  of  Parliament."  .  , 

Lord  Hawkifiury  thopght  the  amendmenrt  propofiq^  not 
only  unneceflary,  but  even  objedionable.  Left,  however, 
it  might  go  abroad,  that  by  reje&ing,  th^  noble  Lord's 
amendment,  Minifters  were  breaking  faith  with  the  volun- 
teers, 
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teers,  he  would  rather  agree  to  the  amendment,  unnecef- 
fary  as  he  conceived  it. 

After  a  conversation  between  Lords  Carnarvon,  Darnley, 
Hawkeibury,  the  Duke  of  Montrofe,  and  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  an  after  part  of  the  fame  claufe,  extending  tlie  ex* 
cmption  to  all  corps  raifed  or  to  be  raifed. 

Lord  Daxnley 'objedled  to  that  extenfion  of  the  clavfe, 
2(nd  moved  that  it  IbouJd  be  limited  to  fuch  corps  to  be 
raifed  as  ibould  engage  their  fervices  to  the  whole  extent  - 
of  the  military  dillrid. 

Lords  Hawkeibury  and  Hobart  oppofed  the  amendment, 
declaring,  however,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was  hardly 
prefumable  his  M^jefty  would  accept  of  fuch  limited  offers 
of  fervice. — The  motion  was  then  negatived. 

The  Duke  of  Montrofe  repeated  his  objcflions  to  the 
claufe,  by  which  commanding  ufEcers  are  allowed  to  eX'* 
pend  for  their  men  the  marching  guinea,  and  moved,  » 
yan  amendment,  that  the  guinea  be  paid  to  the  volunteer 
himfelf. 

On  this  the  Houfe  divided.    For  the  original  claufe—    . 

Contents    -     -     .     34  .     - 

NiH  Contents    -     -  H 

On  the  claufe  relative  to  the  billetting  bf  the  volunteer*^ 
in  cafe  of  a£tual  fervice,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  conve^-i^ 
fation.  *t  .    - 

Lord  Gjenville  objefted  to  it,  as  attended  with  material   - 
inconvenience.  .^ 

The  Chancellor,  on  the  other  hand,  argued,  that  the 
inconvenience  which  woutd  be  felt  was*  not  greater  thaa. 
that  arifing  from  the  billeting  of  the  regulars  and  militia. 

The  Houfe  divided  ;  the  numbers  were,  for  the  original 
claufe  40— ragainft  it  11 .  .  - / 

Lord  Auckland  ^opofed  a  claufe,  purporting  that  no  re-   --  - 
gulations  of  particular  corps  (hould  be  confidered  as  bind* 
ing,  unlels  reported  to  the  Lord  Lieutenants  of  counties,  or    ~  r 
Deputy  Lieutenants.     If  an  interval  of  twenty-eight  days^   / 
Ihould  take  place  after  this  report,  the  regulations,  were  to!,. ;«. 
be  held  valid.  .T^^j 

*  A  great  deal  of  converfation  took  place  on  thi$  amejodr'.  ^ 
ment.     Jit  was  at  length  agreed  to ;  but  Loi^  GrenviHe  gave,   ^j, : 
notice,  that  he  ihould,  on  the  third  heading,  move  fpfits^^^  :» 
being  expunged  from  the  bill.  •/,',«.. .-.^ 

1  he  bill  was  then  ordered  for  the  third  reading  tKfe  "ricxf 
day.         •  .     .  m 
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HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

.  TUESDAY,  APRIL  I7. 

Tile  petition  of  the  London  clergy,  prefented  to  the 
Houfc  on  the  22d  of  February  laft,  was  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee to  report  thereon. 

A  perfon  from  the  Exchequer  prefented  accounts  of  the 
net  produce  of  the  permanent  and  war  taxes-from  5th  April 
1803,  to  5th  April  1804,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Mitford,  froip  the  commiifioners  of  the  cuftoms  of 
Scotland,  prefented  accounts  of  the  quantity  of  malt  ex- 
ported '  from  Scotland  to  Ireland,  of  the  quantity  of  malt 
canled  coaftwife  in  Scotland ;  and  of  the  quantity  of  beer 
exported  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  ;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table, 

A  jietition  was  received  from  the  corn  growers  of  York- 
Ihire,  complaining  of  the  low  price  of  grain  ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

General  Tarleton  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  tlic 
fccond  reading  of  the  Liverpool  docks  bill ;  which  was 
read  accordingly  and  referred  to  a  Committee.  Referred 
alfo  to  the  faid  Committee,  two  petitions  againft  certain 
claufes  of  the  faid  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Creevey,  that  another  petition 
againil  the  principle  of  the  bill  be  referred  alfo  to  the  faid 
Committee, 

The  Speaker  ftated,  that  as  that  petition  purported  to  be 
againft  the  whole  of  the  bill,  it  could  not,  according  to  the 
forms  of  the  Houfe,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Committee,  but 
muft  lie  on  the  table  till  the  report  of  the  Committee  be 
received,  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  brought  up  a  lift  of  the  farther  re- 
^ments  and  companies  of  the  militia  in  Ireland  that  had 
volunteered  their  fervices  to  the  united  kingdom,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr,  Secretary  Yorke  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
iecond  reading  of  the  militia  officers  completion  bill. 

On  the  qudlion  being  put, 
-  JLard  Folkeflont  obje£ted  to  the  meafure  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  the  revival  of  a  former  ad  from  which  00  bene- 
fit had  been  experienced.    If  it  could  be  fhewn  that  more. 
officers  had  been  raifed  for  the  militia  by  the  operatx9«tof 

that 
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fiiat'all'  in 'fufpcridingthe-qtraTificatibns  conftibtleiMiUp  re- 
quired of  officers  entering  than  previouflftd  4k»t'«ft»vWc 
ihould  have  no  objcftion  to  its  reni!Wai  jbut  if  ^dUie^ife, 
he  thought  IfeiviJry- improper- uporv.fligjit  .gcwnds  to  depart 
*^fnHiifir  c^nftitutional  principles  of  the  ixiilitiafyftem..  He 
^jeded  alfo  to  the  bill  as  it  contained  no  jclaule  to  io^^^*^- 
•'iiify  cbofewh^  havc'rccrived  coraraiffiqni  .jji.  the  mi'litu^i/h- 
^^  dcr  the  Dpeiatio«r,of.  the  former  aft,  and  who  being  pnijua- 
"IffieiJ^.fltreJi^bie  to  fines  fince  the  12i>ib  of*  Mardi  lait,  whea 
:  the  afit  expired.  .,  .  \ 

ITie-bill  was  then  read  a  fccond  time,  arid  ordered  to  bo 
-•coromlticd  on  Xhurfday. 

■:    .Mr.  ,Vaofittart  moved  that  tliere  be  faid  before  the  Hnufe 
Ae.aoBOuals-of  the  charges  on  the  confolidaied* fund  ;  which 
;  ifrcrc  accofdingly  ordered ♦  ./    *  ^ 

Lord  W.  Uuffell. moved  that  the  report'^of  the  {lafiiic  duty 
hill  he  taken  into  furvher  confidcration.— He  afierWaVds  mov- 
ed ibat  it.be  re<;ommitted  onThurfday  fe'npjght,  whlcih  Was 
accordingly  ordered,  ^^ 

A  perlon-  from  the  office  of  the  Chief  Seoretar^  of'pc-: 
.".laodpr^femed  an  account  of  the  Treafuvy  bills .  outftan'ding 
for  Irelanjlfc  on  the  I  ft  of  January  1804. 

As  alfo  .an  account  of  the  returns  to  the  Treafury  '6f  ijic 
-Afferent. fums  afl^ifcd  by  the  grand  juries  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Ormfby  brought  up  the  report  of  the  t)ublin  police 
billf  which  was  orderred  to  be  engroiled. 

.  The  Secretary  at  VVar  brought  up  the  arnby  pftiit)^tes. 
which  w^re  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  *      .       [ 

A  meflage^was  received  from  the  LordSt  intinriating  flitlr 
.  concocren^e  with  the  Irifh  priefls  and  deacons  orders  bilf. 
.   On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Corry,  the  Irifh  linen  manofa^ory 
bill  wa3  read  a  third  time  and  pafled.  ^  \ 

TJie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  tlia^i'hc 
would  move  in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  for  an  ifluepf  iijne 
.  nitlltOMS  and  a  half  of  Exchequer  bills,  to  cover  ti\e  cld^ea 
•  taiUkuQ^  ilTued:  for  the  feivice  of  laft  year.  *  ' 

'-■--'         HOUSE  OF   LORDS.         "cTj 


»'f  •/ 


--,   '  WEDNESJDAY,  APRlt    l8. 

*  '  Counfd  wiK  heard  In  the  a\jpeal  from  the  Cooct  cf?Beffi«Q 
'  ill  Scot briil,  Jbhii  Huiifefj  Bfq.  agrfruft  ihcKbrl.*f  MionouK- 
f * '  ^Poftponcd  till  Monday*  i*-  .     .i  Jv;j^';/.}fAj?i 

:**  ^Oft'theii)otibn^x}f^  l)oi^ChMQ9ttoi^  dkotjui^^ 
'•'^*^*«  *   '•  ^  ^^?x    II    ^//  the 
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tht  Court  of  Seflion  in  the  caufc  Fletning  agaioft  Abercfoa« 
by*  was  affirmed* 
On  the  third  reading  of  the 

▼OLUKTfiSR   »«t7LATiOel8   BILL, 

Lord  Grenville  apologized  to  their  Lordfliipsfor  the  neccf- 
fily  that  he  felt  himfcif  under  of  trcrpaffing  on  their  tiinc, 
while  he  adverted  to  the  claufe  which  had  been  propofcd  br 
a  nuble  Baron  (Lord  Auckland)  on  an  oppofite  beach,  an4 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Houfc,  and  incorporated  with 
the  hill  then  before  them.  He  meant  to  allude  to  that  claufe 
which  ena£ls,  that  in  future  aU  rules  and  regulations  for  vt)- 
lunteer  corps  fhould  be  tranfmitted  by  the  commanding  offi- 
cer to  the  I-ord  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  and.  by  him,  if 
he  fhould  approve  of  the  fame,  to  the  Sefcretary  of  State,  for 
his  Majefty's  approbation.  It  was  his  intention  to  move,  that 
that  claufe  be  expunged  from  the  hill,  not  becaufe  he  wholly 
difapproved  of  it,'  but  becaufe  it  did  not,  to  his  mind,  fuffi« 
cientiy  meet  the  evil  it  was  intended  to  check  and  counter- 
aA.  It  muft  be  in  the  recolle&ion  of  noble  Ix>rds,  that  fo 
far  back  as  November  laft,  that  Houfe  had  been  unanimous, 
he  believed,  in  condemning  the  pradice  of  committees  in 
volunteer  corps,  and  of  repelling  that  dangerous  and  mon- 
ftrous  proportion,  that  men  with  arms  in  their  hands  fliould 
ever  be  converted  into  delilierative  bodies.  It  was  unneceCr 
fary  for  him  to  enter  anew  into  the  feelings  or  reafons  which 
induced  that  Houfe  to  a  general  difapprobation  of  that  princi* 
pie,  which,  if  once  tolerated,  there  was  an  end  to  the  con- 
Altution.  Jliat  worft  of  all  fpecies  of  government,  a  mili« 
tary  one,  was  the  natural  and  inevitable  refult  of  fuch  a  prin* 
clpie,  and  militarv  g;overnment,  (boner  or  later,  at  it.  was 
well  proved  by  hiltorical  faft,  invariably  terminated  in  def- 
potifm.  To  guard  againft  the  poiEbility  of  theeflablifliment 
of  a  principle  fo  anomalous  to  the  pra^ice  of  our  free  con« 
ftitution,  and  pregnant  with  fo  mpch  danger  to  it,  was  a 
duty  moft  imperioufly  demanded;  and  he  challengcid  the 
Houfe,  he  individually  challenged  every  noble  Lord  whp 
agreed  with  him  in  reprobating  that  principle  on  a  former 
occaiion,  to  declare  now,  in  a  pofitive,  decided,  and  manly 
way,  tliat  the  Lcgiflature  of  this  kingdom  would  not  tole- 
rate, in  the  fmalleft  degree,  the  pra£lice  of  deliberation  by. 
armed  bodies  of  men.  With  reipe£t  to  the  clagfe  before 
the  Houfe,  bis  principal  obje&ion  to  it  was,  that  it  was  jiot 
retrofpeAivein  its  em:Ss.  It  provided,  in  fom^  .meafure, 
^it  not,  in  his  judgment,  as  fully  as  it  ihouid  fcave  done. 
:  Vol.  1L  1803-4-  3  T  '      '  againft 
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5gatnft  the  niifcbief  of  regalattons,  fomctuncs  formed  by 
ihc  offiftrs,  fomctimcs  by  the  privates,  and  frequently  by 
the  union  of  both  chaiaflers.  He  much  wifhcd  that  Govern- 
ment had  decli^red  their  determination  at  once^.in  that  dig- 
nified and  manly  mode  that  became  them,  to  crirfh  the  feeds 
•and  bud  of  thefe  committees.  He  knew  of  no  authority 
in  the  conftitutioh  which  had  the  right  of  originating  and 
prefcribing  regulations  for  the  conduft  of  military  bodies, 
QUt  the  ej^ecutive  power,  or  the  authority  of  Parliament. 
The  public  force  was  placed  by  the  praflice  and  principles 
of  the.  conflitution,  under  tlie  fofe  control  of  the  regal 
authority,  and  neither  by  its  letter  nor  fpirit  was  it  ever  re- 
cognized to  refidq  in  any  oHjer.  He  wiflied  that  the  claufe 
had  gone  th^  length  of  declaring  that  no  lules  or  rcgula-. 
tions,  either  aiftually  cxifling,  or  in  future  to  be  formed, 
ihould  be  deemed  valid,  without  having  been  fubmirled  to 
his  Majefty  for  allowance  or  difapprobation.  Many  of  Ihofc 
regulations  could  not  at  prefcnt,  upon  any  principle  of  jus- 
tice, be  enforced.  No  volunteer,  except  he  had  given  his 
individual  confent  to  the  rules  ol^  his  corps,  or  had  by  fome 
aft  implying  fuch  Confent^  cxprefled  his  adherence  to  them, 
tould,  as  the  lawftood  at  prefent,  he  mulfted;  or  have  any 
penalty  infliQed  on  him  for  difobedience  of  them.  If  any 
magiftrate  (hould  ifliie  proccfs  for  levying  any  fine  on  fucli 
volunteer,  in  confcquence  of  regulations  to  which  he  had 
not  cither  fpecifically,  or  by  implication,  expreffed  his  con- 
fent, the  courts  of  law  would  annul  the  decifion  of  fuch  ma- 
giftrate,  and  a  juiy  would  give  the  volunteer  aggrieved  da- 
mages for  a  civil  wrong.  It  was  to  avoid  fuch  conftqucnccs 
that  he  wiflied,  and  that  he  yet  hoped,  Parliament  would 
think  proper  to  declare,  that  all  cxifling  regulations  for  vo- 
lunteer corps  fhould  be  fubmltted  to  his  Majefty,  for  his 
approbation  or  difallowance.  As  a  profpcfliive  meafure, 
the  clauCe  introduced  by  the  noble  Baron  was  not  altogether 
fatisfaftory  to  his  mind,-  inafmuch  as  it  feemed  to  coiince- 
hance  the  idea,  that  in  future  it  would  be  competent  to  vo- 
lunteer corps  to  originate  tules  and  icgul^tions  for  llicir  con- 
duft.  Againft  that,  as  a  principle,  he  begged  leave  to  en- 
!er  his  mofl  folemn  protcfl.  He  was  always  of  opinion, 
.where  the  Crown  did  not  interfere  in  the  formation  of  fi.ch 
regulations,  they  fhould  originate  from  the  commanding  of- 
;ficer,  and  from  him  alone.  That  opinion  was  the  confc- 
'^uence  of  his  thorough  convifiion,  that  no  piinciplc  was 
more  dangerous  and  oppofitc  to  the  elTcnce  and  true  fpirit 
of  the  conftittition/ than  that  an  armed  body  Ihould  affutne 
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to  ilfelf  a  dcliberalivc  capacity.  To  piit  down,  and  axinU 
hiUte  at  oiice  the  poflibility  of  fiicb  a  monfter  ariflng  in  this 
country,  was  the  privilege  of  the  Lcgiflatute;  and  be  trufted 
that  Paiiiament  woujd  not  be  intimidated  ftom  the  perfor- 
mance of  a  great  and  ncccflary  duty,i  by  any.apprehenfion 
of  future  coiifequences^  He  thought  too  highly  of  the  fpi- 
rit  and  loyalty  of  that  great  and  meritorious  body,  the  vo- 
Juntcers»  to  fuppofe  that  ihey  would  not  reddily  and  cheer- 
fully acquicfce  in  any  regulations  that  the  wifdom  of  the 
Kxeoulive  Government  Ihall  prefcribe  for  them.  He?  would 
not  detain  their  Lordihips  any  longer*  but  move,  that  the 
claufe  be  expunged  from  the  bill,  for  the  purpofe  of  intro-  * 
ducing  one  which  would  embrace  the  ideas  he  had  taken 
the  liberty  of  fubmiiting  to  the  Houfe. 

Lord  Auckland  fell  himfelf  under  the  peceffity  of  difleniing 
from  the  motion*  He  4hought  that  noble  Lords  ihoiitd 
paufe  a  litilo  before  they  rcjeScd  the  claufe  of  which  they 
were  in  poflefliony  and  without  being  fully  acquaintefi  with 
the  nature  of  that  the  noble  Baron  may  propofe  to  fubllifufe 
in  its  place.  He  did  not  much  relidi  the  idea  of  being  thus 
fent  to  open  Tea  without  chart  or  compafs,  and^he  therefore 
wiOied  that  the  noble  Baron  had  fallen  upon  fome  mode  of 
informing  the  Houfe  to  what  precife  point  their  courfe  was 
to  be  dtreded.  He  faw  much  mifchief  ^nd  confufion  likely 
to  refult  from  the  retrofpeAive  operation  of  the  claufe,  nor 
could  he  agree  with  the  noble  B.iron,  that  the  exiOing  com- 
miitecs  were  pregnant  with  the  con(}iiutional  inconvenicn. 
cieshe  had  fo  l\rongly  defcribed;  and  above  ail,  he  deprecat- 
ed the  poflibility  of  fetting  the  volunteers  loofe  from  the  re* 
gulations  they  were  acting  under,  even  improper  as  in  fome 
inftances  they  polPibly  might  be.  He  could  not  concur  in 
the  exaggerated  pi£lure  the  noble  Baron  had  drawn  of  the  • 
dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  a  deliberative  capacity,  refid* 
ing  under  certain  redraints  and  qualifications  in  a  body  of 
men  fopatiiotically  and  loyally  conftituted  as  the  volunteers. 
There  was  no  wound,  there  was  no  fore  that  required  the 
extraordinary  applicatioii  recommended  by  the  noble  Baron, 
who  feemed  ro  think  that  there  exidcd  in  this  pare  of  the  to- 
luntter  f)  llcm, 


-— Mcdicabile  vulnus 


Fnfc  reddendum,  iic  pars  lirtceia  trahatur 
Cuncia   piius  tcntanda. 

He.  would  not  fubfcribe  to  that  opinion,  and  feeing,  there 
was  no  neceflity'for  carrying  the  principle  to  the  utmoft  ex- 
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whb  Dr(|ei^  ^f^bqrut  his  ideas  <}o  tke  CUbje^in.Uie  focoi^  »f^a 
Qiotiop  t)Qtbe,H^Cg  until  ihe  ^laufe  i)b|«($lcd  to  hattbeca 
pr^vfou{(y  e»nngcd»,iK>r.C0plif}  he  rcguUrly  oommunioata  if.  ^ 
to  the,  noble  Lofds  mlf  Is  he  had  read  it  as  part  ofhisri(pd«ih.(  . 
Hawev^y.withihcperxniffiQnofih^  Hov^Ie,  b&waOli^^^te  <- 
th^  j|ubAancpi  of  w^ai^n  he  incaoi  4o  prapoTe*  iavcafehis;kD(}^ 
ti^ii  (p|&  c^P^i?giDg)ti^  iclauCe.  (hould  b<  carried.. .  It.  w'asiit  ifty ;: 
that  ^hip  riiW  aD\4-i«gu!atvqo$  of  all  volMiueerjceffps^  adhfiaHy^ 
embodied,  Ihould,  withio  ono  moiiilhirofn:lilM  paffii)gi  dirfijihe.v 
bUU  be  tranij;nitte4  throdgb.xihe  cooMaanding.officsi^lind  the 
I^oiti  JLieutenam  of  the  icouniy,  tp.ihe:£eCfetiiry,ot:^iac«,&r 
his  ftifajelly 's  approbationc  fidly«  (hat.  f(ir thchfotarenscegu^f  * 
laiio.n  by  a  ValMOieef  corps  ibould  be  valid  witbotH fitch  alf .t 
lowanqe  on  the  part  of  the  Ki«»g:  and^  )aiUy»  thatoall«^ifiich  - 
re^Iat^s  (bould  originntc  i^ith  the  commanding  tofficnv 
•nd  none  other.    He  was  particularly  anxiQUS.wiih  xegaid  ji^  . 
the  eftablilbment  of  his  laft  propofiiion,  j>eQaure  hethottghlrr . 
he  could  perceive  a  difpofition  in  the  noble  Baroi»i(^-coi9fmi- 1 
nife  the  pr^£lice»aud  to  admit  (bat  although  it  wouU  be  pRO^ . 
per  that  the  originating  powejr  ibould  refide  in  the  cotnoufld*-  ^ 
iog  oificert  yet  thai  cafes  may  art fe  where  it  wouM  be .  ^u« 
deiU  in  him  to  confult  and  refer  to  the  coUediiye  opiaioo  jot 
tl|ecorps»  u      rr  ». 

^  Lord  Hmvk^ury  zgxttA  in  many  of  the  opinions:  of  she 
noble  Baron.     He  wiihed  that  thofe  regulaiiona  had  never, 
c9ciAed;  but  as  Parliament,  for  fome  year«  paft,  bad  aei)ni.3 
cfced  itx  them,  he  could  not.  fee  upon  what  principles  of  :coii*i 
<  fiAcncy  or  public  faith  it  could  iu>w  be  endejavoured  to  put . 
an  end  to  them*    The  mtfchiefs  which  tbe  noble  Lodd  ap*^ 
prehendcd  from  thofe  regulations  were  |iot«  he  would  com- 
ffknd^  fill  probable  as  were  ruppofed,  and  for  this  (Irongjreaibn^/ 
that  whenever  they  fbould  be  placed  on  permanent  duty^or^ 
culled  out  .ill  cafe  of  a^ppeaiatice  of  invafionv  tb^re.  woolihbet 
a&.apd  to^all  their  jules  and  regiilaiionSftand  ihey  woidd^>iff. 
either  of  thofe;  two  inflanc^$»  he  fObjeiSt  to  theoperatibm^f 
the  mutiny  laws,  like  the  red  of  hi&  Ma jedy's. forces^  ?  Aa 
the  clauffq  of  ilia  noble  Friend  fufficje^iily  proivided  a^iofk' 
future  dangers,  and  as  from  tbe  tmed  j)rudence  and  l»yahy  ofr 
1^  volunteers  he  wa^juftified  i(i  prefumingahat  by  far  the 
gtaatf  (^  parx  of  .th^m  wo|ildb€  ready  to  recaft  thf!ir..regtti»4» 
tioDSi  rQ^  to  adopt, fuch  alterations  as  his'Majefty.Aouldi 
^    •  recommend. 
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recommctt4  ite  would  perflft   in  fupporting   the  ottglnif ' 
ciaufe.  ■  .  .  ' 

^Th^DtAi.^ Mmf rtfrhmenttdxhut  dfher  the  pr^cedfrij; 
op.tbc  pcsfcni  Government  fiiould  {lave,  tither  liitt^Iy  ofr  by  ' 
cannitancet  ranAiooed  the  pradice  of  allowing  meo  with  * 
aitns:in  their  haodt  to  affuine  a  deliberative  caplicify.    He  ' 
thought  it  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  cmfli,  'by  tiieir  format 
and  open  declaration,  the  poffibility  of  it  for  the  future.     As ' 
the  ciaufe  intended  to  be  propoTed  by  the  noble  Bafoh  would 
moA  fully  clFc{tthat,iK  (boiild  have  his  fuppdn,  tnd  he  would 
thereioce,  although  he  did  not  wholly  difapprove  of  the  prt- 
icat ciaufe,  vote  for  the  motion  forexpunging  it.  '  '  ^ 

L^rd  Hcbart  did  not  mean,  after  what  had  been  urged  in 
reply  to  the  noble  Baton  who  made  xht  origin:cl  moticm^.To 
enter  at. large  upon  the  fubjetft,  btit  he  rofe  for  the  purpofeof 
repelling  focne  obfcrvations  .thrown  our  hy  the  noble  Baron^' 
tending,  in  hit  judgment,  to  produce  all  iheit^ifchiefsrthey 
purposed  to  avert.     He  alluded  to  that  pan  of  his  argument,  ^ 
wherein  he  called  upon  Parliament  to  do  their  du^j,  tegdrd-' 
left  of  any  confe^uences  that  might  folloW^;  tnd  not  to  bkve 
it  imagined  that  they  were  to  be  iniimidared,  by  thenurn*-' 
bcfs  or  extent  of  the  volunteer  fereei  fitmi  crufhtng  their^ 
cummiitees,  and  abolilhing  the  praQiee  of  deliberating;   Hd 
could  not  fit  filent,  and  here  it  aflerted,  that  a  BriiiOi  Legifla*  • 
tovecpuld  be  ever  deterred  from  the  performance  of  its  duty,- 
or  the  maintenance  of  its  authority,  by  any  body  or  bodit^  of" 
men.     He  thoiight  too  well  of  the  principles  -Of  loyalty  and 
pairiotifmhy  which  the  volunteers  were  a6)uated,  to  fnppofe^ 
that  they  would  ever  be  guilty  of  the  crime  of  rafhly  fetting - 
themfeive^  up  againil  Parliament ;    but  if  ihey  Ihould',  lie; 
^rufled  that  Parliament  would  always  be  found  competent  to 
the  taik  of  putting  them  down.     When  the  volbnteers  of 
Ireland^  during  the  period  that  a  noble  Earl  near  hiih^Lotd^^ 
Weftmorelanil)  was  Lurd  Lieutenant  there,  were  engaged  fn 
fome  proceedings  contrary  to  the  exifting  laws,  the  rarlta*" 
floem  of  that  country  exerted  the  powers  with  Which  tj^e  cbn>-- 
ftitution  had  invefted  it,  and  the  volunteers  were  fuppttllecl.' 
Should  the  (ante  circumftances  require  it,  as  long  as  the  r^nie^ 
caufe  produced  the  fameeffedy  a  ntnilarterciic'  wduM  ft^teiid' 
a  fnniUr  atteinpt  by  any  deferiptioh  t>f  f6f ce-  in  *thi^:fyai%  of 
the  empire*     The  original  ciaufe  wbtifd^,  tfy  fts  ttperatton^ 
aoci>aspiith,  by  gentler^  and  is  effUluat  i^eaOs,'aM  ihpf'the' 
n-.bic  tianm  oromifed  to  bittlfelf  from  Jhe  adoptfbh  'bfflif. 
(bbftitiitefor  It,  and  theref^m  it  Ihould  have 'his  it^\>pMt.*  '^  "' 
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.  The  queftion  was  then  put  9n  (be  morion  for  QXpqo^ng 
^tb^cUufc: 

Kon  contenis,  25 — ConteDiSy  id — Majority,  15*    . 

A  pelf  ci^ufc  -was  propofed  by  Lord  Cjrenvill«»  and 
•d(ip<^ 

>..Soiae  iitber  amendinents  were  made,  and  the  bill  was 
pafiedy  and  ordered  to  be  fcDt  back  to  the  Commum  as 
amended. 

Lord  Hobart  moved  that,  as  the  ptinted  copies  were  on 
the  table,  the  Irifh  militia  aiigmcniatton  bill  fliottld  be  read  a 
focond  time  the  .next  day,  and  that  the  Lords  Ibculd  be  fom- 
moned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL    \S. 

Lord  Marfliam,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  thr 
Middlefex  ele£liOD»  reported  that  Benjamin  Weal  having 
bef^n  duly  fummoned  to  atiend  the  faid  Committee,  had  neg- 
}p&cii  to  obey  the  faid  rummons.  On  the  motion  of  his 
Lordfliip,  and  conformably  to  tjhe  precedents  in  fuch  cafes,  it 
w^s  ordereti  that  the  Speaker  do  iifue  his  warrant  for  taking 
the  faid  Benjamin  Weal  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  ar 
Arms.  . 

.  Mr.  Penruddock  Williams  prefented  a  petition  from  the 
de1)tors  confined  in  the  county  gaol  of  Wilts.  Ordered  te 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Scjcrctary  at  War  ftated,  that  the  accounts  ordered  on 
the  motion  of  an  hon.  Admiral  (Beikeley),  relative  to  the 
barrack  department,  were  more  extenfive  than  the  hon.  Ad* 
miral,  on  conGderation,  thought  necefTary,  He  therefore, 
with  the  confent  of  the  hoii.  Admiral,  moved,  that  the  faid 
order  be  difcharged,  and  that  an  account  be  prefented  of.  all 
barracks  hired  by  Government,  and  given  up,  together  with 
the  time  of  giving  them  up  refpedively.  Ordered,  Thia 
account  was  afterwards'  prefenred  by  Colonel  Gordon  from 
the  barrack  office,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
;.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Corry,  theHoiife  went  intoa  Com* 
Qnitice  on  the  Irifli  revenue  regulation  a£ts. 

A  refolution  for  continuing  and  amending  the  a£)s  42  abd 

43-^7^9^  Mi-  for  the  better  ccUedion  of  the  revenue  in  Ire* 

land,  v?s  agreed  to^  and  the  rcpoii  ordered  to.  be  received 

the  next  day,' 

•>r  *    Several 
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Several  pe^  if  ions  relative  to  corn,' grain,  and  malt;  wore* 
referee*  toihe  Committee  on  tho  c0Fft  Uws.* 

On  ihe  moiion  of  Mr.  Elliot  it  was  ordered,  that  the  pro^ 
per  officer  (hould  lay  before  the  Houfeanr  account  of  <h»par-* 
tietilitr  fHins  charged  under  the  \k^  of  pcnflons,  attowarttesy 
gratihcationsi  and  incidents,  on  the  diflPerent  depariinentd  ^ 
the  revenue,  bit  rack  board,  atid  boafd  of  works,  in  Ireland^ 
in  ihe'dtflFereitt  years,  from,  1  ft  January  1801,  to  ift  J^itiualry 
1804,  fpecifying  each  year. 

ARMY   OF    RESERVE   SUSPENSION    BILL, 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  moved  the  order  of  thie  day  for  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  fufpending  the  army  of  refcrve 

aa. 

Mr,  Long  rofe  merely  to  ftate,  that  a  right  hoB.  Friend  of* 
his  (Mr.  Pitt),  who  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  en- 
ter into  the  difcuflion  of  this  bill  in  its  prefent  ftage,  was  pre-> 
vented  by  a  flight  indifpofition  from  coming  down  to  tho 
Houfethat  day.  He  could  afliire  the  Houfe,  that  bis  right 
hon.  Friend  was  extremely  anxious  to  deliv^er  his  fentiitients 
at  large  upon  the  fubjcft^  The  Houfe  would  rccollcft,  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  had  given  a  notice  on  this  rubje£t  be-* 
fore,  the  recefs^and  that  he  had  only  put  it  ofF  at  the  defire* 
of  his  Majcfty's  Minifters,-  and  to  wait  to  fee  whether  this 
meafbre  would  anfwer  the  objeft  he  had  in  view.  He  had 
authority  to  (late  on  the  prefent  occafion,  that  in  the  next 
ftage6f  this  bill  his  right  hon.  Friend  would  attend  to  offer 
his  fentiments  at  large,  and  to  take  the  fenfe  of  ihe'Houfe 
upon  the  mcafurc.  It  would  be  convenient  to  gentlemen,  If 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  of  State  would  mention  the  day  on 
which  it  was  intended  that  the  bill  (hould  be  further  proceed- 
ed upon.  It  would  not  be  convenient,  he  believed,  that  it 
(hould  be  proceeded  upon  the  next  day,  as  for  the  day  after 
(Friday)  an  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  whom  he  did  Ddt 
then  fee  in  his  place,  had  given  notice  of  a  morion*  Whicll 
was  likely  to  produce  much  difcuflion;  but  he  undcrrffood 
that"  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  objeftion  to  accommodate  the 
Hoiife  by  deferring  his  motion  for  a  few^days,  if  it  (honid  bi 
the  wiOi  of  the  Houfe  and  his  Majcfty^s  Minlfters  to  pi^o- 
cecd  with  the  prefent  billon  Friday.-  He  wilhid  Tome' of 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  friends  who  -^e^e  prefent,  to  ftati 
what  tliey  under((ood  as  to  his  concurrenct.  ,    ' 

.-Air.  Secretary  YcrU  was  forry  for  the'caufe  of  the  rigfit 
hon.  Gentlcnian's  (Mr.  Pitt's)  abfencc  oti  the  prefent  occi*. 

iion- 
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fkm.  He  wiOicd  the  difcuflioti  to  rake  place  M  tt  aairljr  a 
day  at  poffible.  The  next  day  the  bid  could  not  b«  proeecd* 
ed  upon,  bccattfe  the  cUnfes  wliick  it  waa  Intended  to  oie* 
pofe  in  the  ConNDittee  were  not  yet  framed.  He  had  bo 
objcflion  to  the  arrangement  for  Frfchy,  tf  the  ben.  G«a* 
ftcfimn  ffhohad  givm  notice  of  a  motion  for  that  day  (Mr. 
Fe^)  concurred  in  it.  But  lie  conceived  it  to  be  moK  mate- 
rial, that  the  conHderatton  of  the  fubje^i  to  which  that  kon. 
Gentleman's  notice  referred  fliould  ooft  be  piit  off  to  aay  dif- 
tant  day. 

Mr.  Adatr  dated  Mr.  Fox's  confent  to  defer  his  intended 
motion  from  Friday  till  Monday. 

The  Secretary  at  ffar  expreued  a  di(po(ttion  to  favour  the 
arrangement,  by  potting  off  his  intended  motion  on  tlte  army 
cfliroares  from  Monday  till  Wedncfday. 

The  Chanctlhr  of  the  ExcbijUfr  found  it  oeoe&ry  to  pat 
off  from  Wednefday  next,  the  coiifideration  of  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  year.  Information  wasexpeded  «from  DuMtn, 
as  to  the  patt  of  the  loan  contraAed  for  in  Ireland ;  and  it 
was  neceffary  that  what  had  been  done  there  fliould  be  known, 
'  before  any  thing  could  be  done  here  as  to  the  fum  remaining 
to  be  coiurafted  for.  This  information  was  expeAed  the  next  - 
day ;  and  if  it  arrived,  he  (hould  be  ready  on  Wediiefday  to 
fee  the  Gentlejnen  who  were  difpofed  to  contract  for  the 
fum  that  would  be  wanted  here.  Three  or  four  days  would 
then  be  neceflaty  for  confideration  and  arrangement.  He 
would  therefore  defer  his  notice  from  Wednefday  till  Monday 
fe'nntfht.  His  right  hoin  Friend  (tlie  Secretary  at  War)  had  al« 
ready  fignificd  his  willingnefsto  accommodate  the  arrangement 
of  the  difcui&ons  which  it  was  wiihed  to  go  iptOf  by  potting 
off  his  motion  on  the  army  eftimates  till  -Wednefday.  Oa 
that  day  it  was  meant  to  move  the  army  extraordinaries. 
Alfo»  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  ftate  at  the  fame  timei  that  it 
was  defirable  tnat  the  motion  of  which  notice  had  beat  given 
for  Friday  (Mr.  Fox's),  (hould  be  brought  forward  as  early 
.  as  poiGble. 

Sir  Sohrt  Buxton  rofe,  not  to  go  into  any  argument  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill  then,  though  4ic  declared  htnifelf  decidedly 
an  enenw  to  it ;  but  he  wiihed  to  alk  a  qoeftion  with  regard 
to  one  of  its  principles,  namely,  the  mode  by  which  the  mo- 
ney was  to  be  affcffed,  for  ddfraying  the  qooCaa  claimable 
under  the  bill.  If  the  affeffinents  were  to  be  on  counties 
at  Urge«  he  had  no  objeAioa  to  that  part  of  the  priocipfet  but 
if  on  parilbes  merely,  be  bad.  ftrong  olne£Uons# 

Mr, 
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•  ''''Mt^ScerrmryrorkefM,  if  the?  hon.  Bafoncthad  looh^d 

'(iivt)»  f\  ^i)],  h«  Would  have  found  lhc>afIb£ftDettt  wai  kiteadsd 

•*dit  pi^^  ^•i  «rt  rt^e  nature  of  poor's  rates.   •  *    . 

•   7iic  teti  was  r«ad  a  fecond  time,  and^comcnltteii  for.  FiMj|^. 

i^*»*        ^^'1    .»  tXCHEqUHa  EtLLU 

v'Thv  Hcitife  rafolveditfelf  into  a  CoixMnittcc  of  .W;qri  and 
Mean^i  Mrw  Alexander  in  the  chair. 

TheChatfc&iUr  of  tii  ExcAcqufr&sitfd  that»  oaa  former 
day,'  fte-had  a)ipriz»<)  the  Houfe  of  bis  intention  to  nio?e,  ia 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and   Means  this  day,  a  votO|for 

.eleven  mtHiom^  to  be  raifed  by  Exchequer .Mlls»  to*  dlicjiargc 
the  out  (landing  Exclieqaer  bills  not  provided  for,  and  to  re- 
plies thofer  tliat  would  by  fuch  means   be  withdrawn  from  the 

:  m^itkct.  Sinre  that  notice,  a  conference  had  been  held  with 
perfons  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  ;  it  was  propofcd  by  the  Bank 
to  defer  the  payment  of  a  million  and  a  half  till  next  year,  to- 
wards Che  renewal  of  the  Bank  charter,  which  had  been 
agreed  tt>,  fo  diat  tt  would  be  neccffary  only  to  raife  nine  niil- 
lions  and  a  half.  This  he  would  propofe  to  do  by  tw6  bills : 
the  one  for  raifing  eight  millions,  and  the  other  for  a  milliott 
and  a  half.     He  fek  it  neceflary,  at  the  fame  tiquet  to  ftate^ 

*^dKit  there  was  no  intemipn  of  fundinj^  any  part  of  the 
outftanding  Exchequer  bills,  and  to  fay  alfo,  thatthere  were^no 
Excbe()uer  bills  now  outflanding  of  an  older  date  than  of  the 
^<th  of  April  1802.  He  concluded  by  moving  two  refolutions, 
igre^ebly  to  his  ftatenient. 

Af^.  Johnftom  thought  the  fum  propofcd  was  much  greater 

•  -tHan  was  neceflary ;  as  it  appeared  from  the  papers  on  the  ta- 
bte^  that  of  the  eighteen  millions  of  Exchequer  bills  that.had 
been  Itfued,  only  i,4oo,oooL  had  been  paid^  which  left  a 

'  baUnc^' ftiil  extant  of  16,600 ,jooo1.  which,  .with  fonae  other 
furhs  h«  (tated;  made  up  the  fum  24,600,000^  raifed  lafl  year. 
Of  the  extant*  fum  it  was  propofcd  to  pay  off  eleven  millions; 

'  flfic)  no^  it  was  propofed  to  ifiue  eight  millions  morCi  and  Ifave 
a'ltffltionarid  a- half  in  the  Bank,  There  were  feven  piilUons 
befides,  he  would  admit,  in  the  Bank,  under  difibrent  ^fis, 

**thtft^^uid  not  com«  into  the  market  $  but  ftilK  he  contended, 
fheffl*  wovM  beiisueen  millions  afljati  which  he  confidered  a 
ff^it  de;a)  ibo  mach.-;  Beiides,  tt  was  much  tooearly  in  the 

■fcfffon  to  refbrttothis  mode  of  raifing  moneys  and  contrary 
^<^'^  )$i<#e«sdeacof'iaft  year,-  wlien  the  right  hoo«  Gentle- 

"ttftifi  4ldinot  propofe  hir  Exchequer^bill  loan'tiHifhe  13th  of 
Tttffrtn^^l^'t^^^^^^Atc  i^  was^  onlf  propofed  to*^uo  fitfqinti- 
lions.    It  ^^4lfteeSirf .for.  tbr  Houfe  to  boaeq«am?ed,  i%  the 

'  Srft  inftance,  with  the  budget  for  the  year,  in  order  to  ju^ge 
Vol.  II.  1803-4.  3U  whether 
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whether  the  ways  and  means  were  likely  to  bear  out 'the 
propriety  of  thcprefent  meafure.  By  voting  fo  large  an  iflbc 
fo  early  in  the  feffion,  the  public  would  lofe  a  great  (hare  of 
.the  advantages  which  would  other w i Te  arife  upon  the  nego- 
ciation  of  the  loan,  whicli  he  thought  fhould  be  much  larger 
in  proportion  than  the  Exchequer  bills,  which  ought  to  be 
narrowed  in  their  iffue.  He  owned  he  had  not  had  time  to 
look  accurately  iriro  the  papers  upon  the  table,  but  thofc 
were  the  obfervations  which  ftruck  his  mind  at  the  moment. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  the  hon. 
•Gentleman  not  having  accuratelv  examined  the  papers  ac- 
counted for  the  error  into  which  he  had  fallen  ;  for  if  he  had 
accuntcly  examined  them,  he  would  have  found,  that  out  of 
the  whole  outftandingfum,  10,663,6001.  was  provided  for  upon 
the  malt  tax  of  1802, 1803,  and  1804;  the  property  and  perfonal 
tax  of  1803  and  1804 ;  and  the  wartaxesof  theJatter  year  ^  leav- 
ing fourteen  millions  to  account  for,  of  which  three  millions  were 
locked  up  in  the  Bank,  provided  for  upon  the  taxes  of  1806,  and 
thus  leaving  a  reCdue  extant  of  only  eleven  millions,  of  which 
one  million  and  a  half  was  to  be  held  back  by  the  Bank,  as 
already  ftatcd  ;  and  confequently.the  fum  to  be  raifed  was  only 
nHie  millions  and  a  half,  for  that  amount  of  Exchequer  bills 
.  aAually  afloat.  He  muft.entirely  differ  from  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman^s  argument,  that  the  \<Sax\  (hould  be  great,  and  the 
iiTue  of  Exchequer  bills  fmall ;  for  the  latter  was  a  very  im- 
portant rcfource  to  Government,  and  fo  popular  at  market  as 
never  to  have  been  at  a  difcount.  The  true  proportion  muft 
depemi  entirely  upon  the  quantity  at  market,  and  the  prefe- 
rence the  public  gave.  This  he  conceived  an  anfwer  to  the 
hon.  Member;  and  with  refpedl  to  the  period  of  the  year  at 
which  it  was  propofed  to  make  th^  iffue,  he  conceived  the 
hon.  Member  equally  in  error,  when  he  affertcd  that  it  dif- 
fered totally  from  the  precedents  of  former  years,  as  on  the 
^h  of  April  ISO!,  there  were  two  millions  of  Exchequer 
bills  more  afloat  than  at  the  prcfent  moment.  This  very 
day  too  the  Bank  had  iffued  700,000!.  for  the  purpofeof  dif- 
charging  outflanding  Exchequer  bills  of  1803  ;  and  it  was 
therefore  neceffary  to  keep  up  the  fupply  at  market  upon '  a 
branch  of  the  public  fecurities  fo  much  in  the  public  prefe- 
rence. 

A  converfation  arofe  between  Mr.  Rofe  and  Mr.  Vanfit- 
tart,  in  which  the  former  willied  for  an  account  of  the  vaiious 
iffuesof  Exchequer  bills  fince  1801,  with  the  aids  on  credit 
on  which  they  were  voted  ;  and  Mr.  Vanfiitari  ftated  ihofe 
iffucs  with  the  aids. 

The 
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The  refolutions  for  granting  8iooo,oool.  and  1,500,000!.  to 
be  raifed  by  loan  on  Exchequer  bills  were  then  agreed  \6. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it  was 
agreed » that  tlie  charges  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  mi- 
.  Ijtia  of  Great  Britain  for  one  year  ending  the  5th  of  March 
1805,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  arifing  from  the  confoli- 
dated  fund.  Aifo,  the  allowances  to  adjutants  and  ferjeant 
majors  of  the  militia  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  allowanres  to 
fubaltcrn  officers  of  the  faid  militij,  for  the  fame  period. 
Similar  refolutions  were  agreed  to  relative  to  the  pay  and 
clothing  and  allowances  to  the  officers  of  the  Iriih  militia. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Vanfittart  prefented  an  account  of  all  the  additional 
charges  on  the  national  debt,  loans,  and  annuities;  and  alfo 
an  account  of  theeflimated  produce  of  the  duties  for  defraying 
tli^  charges  of  the  fame  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  Jan. 
1804.  He  dated,  that  the  difficulties  c-reated  by  the  confoli- 
dation  of  the  duties  had  impeded  the  making  up  of  this 
account,  which  vvas  ftill  imperfeft,  as  the  account  from  Scot- 
land had  not  been  received,  but  every  exertion  would  be  ufed 
to  complete  it.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Rofe  ohferved,  that  from  the  accounts  before  the 
Houfe,  it  was  impoilible  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  exadt  ftate 
of  the  revenue,  particularly  with  refpcft  to  the  produce  of  the 
taxes  podponed  in  1803,  and  paid  in  1804.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  adverted  to  thts  point  in  the  early  part  of  the 
evening,  and  not  being  fati&fied  with  the  explanations  then 
given,  now  made  a  motion  for  additional  accounts  to  elucidate 
this  pointr  hut  being  aCTured  by  Mr.  Vanfittart  that  every  ac- 
count that  was  ufual,  and  fome  that  were  not  prefented  in  any 
former  year,  were  now  either  before  the  Houle,  or  in  prepa- 
ration, and  to  be  laid  on  the  table  probably  the  next  day,  he 
withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Rofe  then  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
an  account  of  all  Exchequer  bills,  iffued  from  5th  April 
1798,  up  to  the  prefent  time,  (hewing  the  amount  iti  each 
year,  and  diflinguiihing.each  i0ue,  and  the  funds  on  which 
it  was  charged.     Ordered. 

Mr.  D^impier  was  heard  as  counfel  on  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  Aylelbury  elcdtiou  bill.  1  he  bill  was  icad  a  fecond  time, 
and  committed  for  Friday  fe'nnight. 

The  Maiquis  of  ruchfleld,  by  aflcnting  to  the  commitment 
of  the  bill,  wiflied  to  be  undciftood  not  to  preclude  himfelf 
from  oppofmg  it  in  a  future  ftage. 

It  was  ordered  on  the  motion  of  Sir  George  Cornewall^  that 
3  U  3i  no 
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no  new  writ  be  iffued  for  the  elcAion  of  a  member  for  Ayles- 
bury, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Bent,  till  Monday,  14th  May. 

The  Dublin  police  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pafied. 

Mr.  Vanfittart  prefented  fevcral  accounts  relating  to  his 
Majcfty's  foreign  fettlements.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  Calcraft  put  off  till  Monday,  in  tfie  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply, the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  for  Friday,  rc» 
Jative  to  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  volunteers. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  put  off  till  the  fame  day  a  motion  relative  to 
the  half-pay  of  officers  engaged  in  volunteer  corps/  of  which 
he  had  given  notice  for  Friday, — Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

\j        '  THURSDAY,    APRIL    JQ. 

Counfel  was  heard  in  continuation  for  the  appellants  in  the 
chancery  appeal,  Richardfon  againd  the  uoivcrfiiies  of  Ox- 
ford and  Gainbridge.     Poftponed  till  Wednefday. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded. 

MOTION  FOR.  DISPATCHES    RELATING    TO    HOSTILITIES^ 
ShNT  TO  INDIA. 

The  Earl  of  Car^ijle  obferved,  that  as  the  flate  of  the 
Connjjy,  as  conneAed  with  the  conclud  of  Minifters, 
mufi,  at  no  very  diftant  day,  be  ^brought  under  their  Lord. 
fhips'  confideration,  he  would  not  then  trefpafs  on  their  time 
by  any  obfervat ions  on  that  fubjeft.  He  rofe  merely  10  make 
amotion  for  rcrfain  papers,  to  the  produflion  of  which  he 
did  not  apprehend  Minifters  would  oppofe  any  leafonableob- 
jeftions.  He  (hould  therefore  move  without  further  preface. 
That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majeily,  pray- 
ing that  he  may  give  orders  that  the  dates  of  «li  difpavches 
Iranfmitted  either  >by  land  or  fea,  by  Government  to  India, 
.  previous  to  his  Majefty*s  tneffage  of  the  lolh  of  March  1P03, 
be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  information  of  their  Lord(hips4 
and  the  dates  alfo  when  they  were  icctived  by  the  perfons  to 
whom  they  were  feverally  addreflcd  :  and  that  the  dates  of 
'  the  difpatches  tranfmitted  between  that  pp4od  and  ihecom- 
mencement  of  hoftiliiies,  together  with  the  dates  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  fuch  in  India,  be  alfo  laid  on  the  table. 

Lord  Hawk ejlury  thought  it  his  duty  to  refift  the  motion 
oftlie  noble  Earl,  not  that  there  could  be  any  great  objedion 
to  grant  the  information  he  feemed  anxious  to  obtaini  but 
that  it  was  contrary  to  all  precedent,  and  the^conftan?  pradice 
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of  the  executive  goverament.  He  would  not  deny  but  many 
occafioas  might  arife,  on  which  it  would  be  imcumbent  on 
Miniftcrs  to  accedcf  to  propofitions  for  the  prod^idion  of  pub* 
Uc  documents.  On  all  queftions  relatiog  to  the  public  re* 
venue,  to  the  application  of  the  expenditure  of  that  revenue^ 
or  to  the  magnitude  and  dirpofal  of  the  public  force,  it  was 
c<>mpe:ent  for  any  noble  Lord  to  move  for  fuch  papers  as 
tended  to  explain  them,  and  it  would  be  indecorous  in  Mi«» 
nifters  to  oppofs  the  produ^ion  of  them.  But  where  no 
ground  of  accufation  had  been  laid  down,  and  wher^  the 
moiivcs  for  producing  them  were  only  to  be  difcovered  in 
vague  and  uncertain  rumour,  he  thought  it  neither  parlia^* 
mtntary  nor  prudent  to  trouble  his  Majefty  with  an  addreft 
for  fuch  purpofes  ;  he  would  therefore  give  his  diflent  to  ihn 
motion  of  the  noble  Earl. 

The  Earl  of  Carlijle  could  not  agree  with  the  noble  Secrc* 
tary  of  State  as  to  the  principle  which  he  had  laid  down/that 
Miniftcrs  were  to  communicate  or  withhold  information  at 
their  difcretion,  on  all  public  occafions,  except  fuch  as  arofe 
out  of  matters  that  were  fairly  before  Parl^meut.  They, 
the  hereditary  council  of  his  Majcdy,  had  a  right  to  demand 
information,  whenever  the  in'erefts  of  either  the  Sovereign 
or  the  State  were  concerned ;  dnd  it  w<ns  the  duty  of  Miniftert 
to  communicate  it,  except  the  publicity  of  it  might  operate 
to  the  difadvantage  of  the  p\iblic  fervice.  He  would  even 
maintain,  in  oppofition  40  the  noble  Lord,  that  public  ru* 
mour  may  be  fometimes  a  good  ground  for  requiring  infor« 
mation.  Heafked,  was  it  not  notorious,  that  in  all  the  circles^ 
from,  the  higheft  to  the  lowed  in  this  country,  it  was  ru* 
moured,  and  generally  believed,  that  Minifters  had  IJ^en  ex* 
iremely  remifs  in  conveying  intelligence  to  India  of  approach- 
ing hoflilities?  It  was  eafily  to  be  afcertained,  fo  negligent 
had  they  been  in  this  rcfpe£t,  that  information  of  the  war  had 
been  received  from  England,  by  private  merchants  in  India* 
Jeventeen  da\i  before  the  difpatches  of  Government  arrived 
there.  To  whaijbut  this  negligence,  on  thtf  part  of  Govern* 
ment,  was  the  efcape  of  the  French  fquadron  at  Pondicherry 
owing?  Admiral  Linois,  with  an  inferior  force,  was  at  an- 
chor within  the  Britifh  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Rainier,  and  from  fume  information  he  had  received,  he  had 
cut  hiscabliS,  and  was,  perhaps,  at  this  very  moment,  en* 
gaged  in  active  andTuccefsful  hoflility  againfi  fomeof  the  modv 
'Va.'uableofourfettlementsin  that  partof  the  world.  Surely  if 
ibeEagUih'AdOiiral  luidbceaapprizedof  theprobability,much 

kft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ci8  THB  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [Ukds, 

lels  the  a£lual  conimencement  of  a  war,  he  would,  as  it  would 
have  been  his  duty  to  have  (done,  detained  the  whole  of  the 
French  fquadron.  The  public  had  a  right  to  be  faiisfied  on  this 
point,  and  therefore,  unlefs  Minifters  produced  fome  better 

.  arguments  again  ft  his  motion,  he  muO  perfevere  in  i(. 

Lord  Hawk fjbury  muft  ftill  perfift  in  oppofing  the  motion  ; 
however,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that  pending  the 
negociation,  and  previous  to  his  Majefty's  meffage,  dif- 
patches  had  been  fent  to  India  with  all  pgffible  ccleriiy,  and 
by  every  means  of  communication,  to  apprize  our  naval  and 

^  military  commanders  there,  of  the  ftateof  it,and  the  probable 
refumption  of  hoftilities.  His  Majefty's  GoVernment,  at  leail 

*  that  department  of  it,  hadalfo,  in  a  fubfequent  period  of  the 
negociation,  made  fimilar  communication  ;  and  when  hofti- 
lities adually  commenced,  they  tranfmitted  intelligence  of  ir, 
by  all  means  in  their  power,  to  India. 

Earl  Spencer  expreflcd  much  furpriCc  at  the  determination 
of  Minifters  tooppofe  the  motion  of  his  noble  Friend.  Thty 
had,  if  he  was  .well  informed,  and  he  drew  his  information 
from  a  fource  which,  though  not  official,  was,  notwith- 
(landing,  in  his  opinion,  too  authentic  to  be  queftioned,  been 
guilty  of  unpardouable  neglcft  in  not  conveying  the  earlieft 
intelligence  of  the  war  to  our  fettlements  in  India.  The 
official  difpatches  were  tranfmitted  by  a  frigate  which  had  to 
fee  a  convoy,  that  was  put  under  her  prote£lion,  fafe  into 
Lifbon  ;  by  which  means  an  unavoidable  delay  of  at  leaft 
16  or  18  days  was  produced.  If  he  would  credit  authority 
he  had  no  reafon  to  tloubi.  Admiral  Rainier  was  not  apprized, 
on  the  12th  of  Auguft,  of  what  had  taken  place  in  Europe  on 
the  loth  of  March,  full  five  months  before.  Suppofe  the 
circumftances  of  the  two  fleets  had  been  different,  and  that 
Admiral  Rainier,  with  an  inferior  force,  had  been  anchored 
jnfide  the  French  fquadron,  could  any  one  imagine  that  Ad- 
miral Linois,  on  the  12th  of  Auguft,  on  the  night  of  which 
he  flipped  his  cables,  would  have  hefitated  on  the  capture  of 
the  Brittft)  fquadron  ?  There  was  certainly  great  blame  im- 
putable to  fome  quarter,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe 
to  examine  it  thoroughly. 

LcrdHcbart  oppoied  the  motion,  and  maintained  that  there 
had  been  no  negligence  on  the  part  of  Minifters.  The  fri- 
gate which  carried  out  difpatches,  failed  dired  for  India,  and 
made  an  extraordinary  quick  paflage.  Our  comotuxtders 
there  had  timely  notice  of  the  (late  of  aflfairs  in  Europe,  and 
inftru^ions  for  their  condufl   in  cafe  of  the  refumption  of 

hoitilities.   As  to  the  efcape  of  Admiral  Linois'  f<^uadroD»  he 
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\it^s  fure  no  blame  could  attach  either  to  the  Executive  Go- 
vcrnnaent,  or  to  his  Majefty's  Commander  in  thofe  fcas 
upon  that  account.  In  fa6),  Admiral  Rainier  was  apprifed 
of  the  probability  of  the  recommencement  of  the  war  when 
the  French  fquadron  arrived  at  Pondicherry,  and  it  was  ac- 
tually under  confideration  to  detain  Admiral  Linois,  when  be 
was  fo  foriunate  as  to  make  his  efcape. 

The  Earl 0/ Carnarvon — If  there  was  no  argument  adduced 
.  but  what  may  be  drawn  from  the  unwillingnpfs  in  Govern- 
ment to  produce  papers  whofe  dates  of  tranfmiflion'and  re- 
ception arc  the  principal  objeds  d'efircd,  and  againft  which 
the  flighted  objeftion  is  not  pretended,  I  (hould  ftrongly  be  of 
opinion  that  the  Houfe  (hould  require  their  production  ;  but 
more  fubftantial  grounds  to  fupport  my  noble  Friend's  mo^ 
tion  cannot  exid  than  that  of  a  general  prevalent  of  inion  that 
Admiral  Rainier  was  left  till  the  12th  of  Augud,  without  an 
official  communicanion  of  the  fituaiion  in  which  this  country 
was  involved,  and  without  indrudlions  for  his  condudl,  and 
that  this  omiflion  enabled  Admiral  Linois  to  efcape  with  his 
fquadron  from  the  fiiuation  in  which  he  might  have  been  de- 
tained. The  noble  Secretary  of  State  has  'fufBciently  con- 
firmed the  fuppofed  fd&f  by  confining  his  affirmation  to  the 
information  which  he  fays  Admiral  Rainier  had  of  the  rup- 
ture with  France,  without  dating  it  to  be  official ;  and  cer- 
tainly it  was  not  accompanied  with  indru6tions  how  to 
zSt ;  for  the  noble  Secretary  infers  the  knowledge  of  Ad- 
miral Rainier,  from  the  uncertainty  and  doubt  prevailing  in 
his  mind  how  he  fliould  ad,  under  the  circumdances  of  pro- 
bable hodility,  Admiral  Linois'  fquadron  being  in  his  power. 
The  refult  of  this  is,  that  report  has  probably' accurately 
ftated  the  fa£t,  that  Admiral  Rainier  received  private  infor- 
mation of  a  rupture,  long  before  he  received  official  'dif- 
patches,  which  were  fent  by  a  frigate  impeded  by  its  con- 
voy, and  directed  to  touch  at  various  places  in  its  way  ;  and 
that  he  did  not  receive  official  information  and  indrudions  till' 
Admiral  Linois  had  received  official  information,  and  in 
confcquence  departed  fuddenly  and  privately  at  midnight.  . 
This,  if  true,  is  a  grofs  negledl,  which  merits  the  mod  fe- 
rious  inquiry.  The  capture  of  the  French  fleet  commanded 
Jby  Admiral  Linois  itiiid  have  been  of  the  utmod  importance. 
The  mifchief  which  our  trade  may  Cuffcr  from  their  efcape  is 
the  piobable  confequence  of  this  criminal  negled  ;  and  drang 
reports  exid  that  our  India  trade  has  greatly  fuffisred  ;  other 
mifcbiefs  which  may  follow  are  incalculable.  It  is  admit- 
ted 
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•cd  byihe  noble  Secretary  ihat  private  information  did  arrive  in 
lime,  but  no<  of  fnfiicient  auihoriiy  to  enable  Admiral  Rainier 
to  have  detained  Linois'  fquadron  in  port.  It  is  clear  from  bf$ 
icknowledgeddoubts  and  uncertainty, that  he  had  noinftrtr^tions 
how  toad,  which  occafloned  his  uncertainty  andthe  lofs  of  that 
advantage.  That  Admiral  Linois  received  his  ofiiotal  infor* 
mation  foonery  his  efcape  and  a  midnight  departure  proves. 
Private  information  received  (which  could  have  no  other  ef- 
feA  than  ftrong  and  probable  report)  is  a  proof  that  official 
information  mighi  have  been  received  ;  and  private  or  even 
official  information  received,  which  left  him  in  uncertainty 
how  to  aftf  is  a  proof  that  no  proper  inftrnclions  were  fent. 
I  am  therefore  fully  faiisited,  that  the  motion  of  my  noble 
Friend  fhould  be  fupported,  and  that  the  mininerial  motive 
for  withholding  the  information  is  the  criminal  matter  ihey 
will  expofe. 

Lord  Han  owby  declared,  that  on  the  firft  view«of  the  mat- 
ter he  was  inclined  to  think  the  motioq  not  fufficiently  war- 
ranted* From  the  grounds,  however,  which  had  fi nee  been 
ftated  in  fupport  of  it,  he  could  not  help  giving  it  his  decided 
fupport. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  Lord  Carlifle's  motion  : 
Contents  *  27 

Proxies  •  •  4 

3^ 

Not  Contents  f  25 

Proxies  .  .  ^ 

30 

Majority  againft  Minifters,  t 

IRISH  MILITIA. 

Lord  Uebortf  previous  to  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to 
enable  hisMajefty  to  accept  the  fervices  of  the  Irifh  militia, 
moved  that  his  Majefty's  meflage  on  the  loyal  and  fpirited 
'offers  of  the  Irifh  militia  (bould  be  read*  His  Lordibip 
then  declared)  that  he  prefumed  there  would  be  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  that  Houfe,  with  refped  to  the  principle 
which  gave  rife  to  the  prefent  bill,  and  which,  carried  to  a 
further  extent,  would  fandl  ion  the  policy  of  occafional  inter- 
changes of  the  militia  of  the  two  countries.  But  that«was 
ftot  the  queftion  now  before  them.  The  prudence  or  necef* 
fity  of  fuch  reciprocity  was  not  now  to  be  difcofled ;  but 
as  it  appeared  on  the*face  of  the  bill  before  the  Houfe,  ilieT 
^ere  called  upon  merely  to  determine^  whether  they  would 
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Dri¥CuM  not  enable  hit  Majefty  toavail  hirarelfof  the  fpirited 
offers  that  had  been  made  to  htm  from  motives  of  loyalty 
to  his  pe/fon,  and  of  kindnefs  and  attachment  to  the  welfare 
and  intereds  of  this  part  of  the  empire.  '  As  he  prefumed 
there  could  be  no  difference  of  fentiment  on  that  point,  how- 
ever there  may  be  on  others^  he  would  no  longer  detain 
their  Lordfliips,  but  move  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fccond 
time. 

Lord  Sohingdon  felt  himfelf  under  the  necefCty  of  oppofing 
the  fecund  reading  of  ihe  bill,  upon  many  confiderai tons,  but 
principally  two,  which  in  his  mind  were  decifive  againft  the 
meafure.  One  was,  that  it  would  tend,  in  fume  meaiure^ 
to  fubvert  the  prtticiples  upon  which  the  miltcia  force  waa 
originally  enabliihed  ;  and  the  other  was,  that  it  was  wiihu 
drawing  a  force  which,  however  inconfiderable  in  itfelf, 
wasneceHary  for  the  defence  of  Ireland,  and  could  afford  no 
material  addition  to  the  force  already  cdleded  for  the  de- 
fence of  Great  Britain.  His  Lordthip  was  no  enemy  to  the 
principle  that  all  parts  of  the  united  kingdom  (hould  aflift 
each  other  rccipi^ocally^  but  he  would  rather  (ee  that  difpo- 
fiuoa  mackifefted  by  other  meafures  than  a  mere  interchange 
of  their  feveral  militia  forces.  He  wiihed  really  to  fee  the 
principles  of  the  union  fairly  aded  upon.  It  was  now  four 
years  fince  that  great  political  change  had  been  efFedcd,  and 
what,  he  would  afl:,  bad  the  Government  done  for  Ireland  ? 
If  he  could  argue  from  certain  fadis,  when  he  conGdered  the 
corrcfpondence  that  had  paifed  between  a  noble  Peer  of  that 
Houfe  (Lord  Redefdale)  and  the  Rail  of  Fingal,  and  that 
the  former  noble  Lord  flill  remained  in  a  high  official  fltua- 
tion  in  that  country,  he  was  juilified  in  entertaining  fome 
doubts  of  the  intentions  of  Minifters  towards  it.  if  Mi- 
jiifters  approved  of  the  condud  of  that  noble  Lord,  why  not 
declare  lb  ?  If  they  did  not,  it  was  inctimbent  upon  ihem 
todtfavow  the  opinions  he 'had  promulgated,  and  to  recall 
him.  But  this,  however  defirable  in  point  of  juflice  or  of 
policy,  he  defpaired  of  feeing  accomplithed,  when  he  recol- 
.ledcd  that  the  great  vital  and  eflential  principle  upon  which 
the  prcfent  Miuifters  held  their  official  (ituarions  was  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  only  meafure  that  could  give  fatisfadion  or  per- 
manent tranquillity  to  Ireland. 

The  Duke  of  Cumkrland  Would  occupy  but  a  very  fmaH 
portion  i^  iheir  Lordlbips'  time.  He  rofe  for  the.  purpofe-^f 
expreffing  his  approbation  of  the  bill,  as  tending  to  eltablMh 
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ihflt  principle^  which  he  hoped  to  fee,  within  a  fliort  /iime/ex* 
tended  much  further.  It  was  his  anxious  wifh,  that  the  two 
Countries,  which  had  but  one  Common  intcreift,  Aould, 
whenever  it  was  neceflary,  interchange  their  militias.  Since 
they  were  become  one  united  kingdom  by  law»  he  truped 
iliiat  they  would  not  be  feparate  either  in  fcntiment  or  prac- 
iiGe»  He  thought  no  more  diflinSion,  in  any  refpeA  what- 
ever, fliould  exift  between  them,  than  between  any  two 
netghboiiring  counties  of  Great  Britain  ;  and,  therefore,  as 
this  meafure  would  tend  to  eflabiiih  that  cordiality  and  ac- 
quaintance between  them,  that  was  To  defirable  in  every  poiat 
of  view,  it  had  his  hearty  concurrence. 

The  Marquis  ofHeadfort  fbpported  the  bill,  and  exprejled 
his  regret,  that  the  great  Mintfter  who  had  brought  sboui  ihe 
xneafure  of  union,  was  not  at  prefent  at  the  head  of  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  councils. 

£ari  FuztvUisam  oppokd  It ^  as  interfering  with  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  militia  of  England  was  originally 
formed,  and  by  which  they  were  governed,  and  as  derogatory 
from  the  honour  of  the  nation,  which  poiTeiTing  380,000  vo- 
lunteers, 70,000  militia,  and  44,000  infantry,  with  a  due 
proportion  of  artillery  and  cavalry,  (liU  was  reprefenied  to  b« 
Dnder  the  neceflity  of  accepting 'the  fervices  of  10,000  hi(h 
iniUria. 

The  Duh  cfNor/oU  would  vote  againft  the  meafure  upon 
conftitutional  grounds,  although  he  acquitted  Misifters  of 
any  blame  whatever  in  the  tranfadion,  which  was  in  fome 
sneafure,  he  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  forced  upon  theoi.  He 
could  not  concur  in  the  wifli  of  a  noble  Marquis  for  the  re- 
turn to  power  of  a  Member  of  another  Houfe,  much  lefs  in 
his  opinion  of  his  merits  as  a  miiiifter.  He  thought  that  the 
conAituiion  had  been  more  violated,  the  country  mote  op* 
prefTcd  and  impoverifhed  by  taxes,  and  the  date  of  Europe 
reduced  to  more  difgrace  and  humiliation  by  his  meafures» 
than  by  the  raffinefs  or  incapacity  of  all  the  adminiftrations 
that  had  preceded  him. 

TYi^  Earl  of  Limerick  fupported  the  bill,  and  retorted 
with  much  force  ihe  arguments  advanced  by  a  noble 
Earl,  that  ihe  pra6ltce  of  volunteering  tended  to  counte. 
iTance  that  moft  dangerous  of  all  principles  to. a  f#e«s  GV 
veinn^ent,  >  the  principle  of  delibera.ion  by  armed  bo- 
die^.  Ht;  was  fnre^  when  the  noble  Lord  had  made  that 
c^fervatjpn^:  tj)ae  the  extraprdinti^ry  ^efoltitioiia  enieretT 
••      .\  .  -  into 
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int^  by  a  number  of  militia  colopeis  at  the  Thatched 
JHoufe,  ill  which  the  noble  Earl.bore  To  coAfpicuous  a^party 
did  not  offer  themfclvcs  xd  his  rccoUeftion,  He  could  fee 
no diiFerence between  delibeiatibn  by.commandersy  anddelU 
beration  by  common  foldiers.  The  bill  had  his  concur** 
rence,  bccaufe  it  would  promote  that  which  was  rheearneft^ 
wiOi.ofKis  hearty  the  full  political  identity  of  both  parts  of 
the  kingdom. 

Lord  CarUton  readily  admitted,  that  fuch  was  the  Bate 
of  defence  in  which  this  part  of  the  united  kingdom  w^ 
placed,  that  there  did  not  exift  any  abfoiute  neceffity  for 
the  transfer  of  10,000  militia  frojii  Ireland.  Yet  he  was 
decideilly  of  opinion,  that  when  a  voluntary  offer  of  fcrvicc 
was  made,  like  that  which  had  occurred  in  the  prefent  in* 
llanctt,  it  fhauld  not  be  rejefted.  \{  would,  in  faft,  mate- 
rially tend  to  the  confolidation  of  the  a£t  of  union,  by 
ihcvving  the  mutual  confidence  with  which  difierent  parts  of 
the  fame  empire  were  animated.  With  refped  to  the  ob- 
fervatiops  which  had  fallen  from  a  noble  Lprd,  on  the  cor- 
refpondence  that  had  pafTcd  between  two  noble  Lords  ia 
Ireland,  one  of  whom  filled  a  mofl  important  office,  he  had 
merely  to  remark,  that  fuch  comments  were  not  warranted 
by  the  incidental  mention  of  the  correfponden<;e,fince  it 
was  not  fairly  before  their  Lordfhips,  and  Could  not  be  made, 
he  groundwork  of  a  charge.  .... 

The  Lord  Chancellor  felt  himfclf  peculiarly  called 
upon  to  addrcfs  a  few  words  to  their  Lordfhips  in.^confc- 
quence  of  the  allufion  which  had  been  noticed.  The  cha-. 
racier  of  that  noble  Lord,  with  whom  it  was  one  of  the 
greateft  pleafures  of  his  life  to  live  on  terms  of  the  flriSeft 
intimacy,  flood  as  high  for  honour  and  integrity  as  any  other 
in  the  united  kingdom  ;  and  whatever  obfervatioris  the  cor- 
refpondence  might  have  given  rife  to,  he  was  confident  that 
there  was  nothing  in  any  of  the  circumflances  which  could 
in  theflighteft  degree  contribute'  to  injure  the  diftinguifhed 
reputation  his  noble  friend  was  univerfally  acknowledged  to 
poflefs.  It  was,  he  could  not  avoid  faying,  one  of -the  cha- 
raiieriflics  of  the  times,  that  a  correfpondence\which  in  for- 
niieriflflancGs  could  not,  uniefs  i^olen  fiom  ihepbcket  of  either 
of  ibe  noble  Lords,  have  found  its  way  intotlie  <vorld,  fhocrtd 
nuw/be  made  public  as  a  matter  of  coutIc.  It  *.vas  affo  extri-" 
'ordinary,  that  a  charge  Ihould  be  pre  fert^ed  again  ft  hiVhobl^' 
Aknd,  upon  grounds  wbidi  were. clearly  Surreptitious,  anJ 
Wji^i  could  Aot,  with  any  propriety  orconliftencyi  fii^riifha 
' .  "  3X2  fubjca 
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fiibjed  of  cenfure  or  comment  in  that  Houfe,  iince  they  t:ouid 
l^ot  be  brought  forward  as  tlie  balls  of  a  motion  for  an  addrefs 
to  his  Majefty.  He  had  thought  it  incumbent  upon  hfni»  fmce 
the  topic  had  been  introduced,  to  fay  thefe  f^cw  words  in 
vindication  of  his  noble  friend,  who,  if  he  had  erred,  muft 
have  erred  only  from  a  deep  and  honeft  conviftion  that  his 
eicertions  and  advice  would  produce  the  tnoft .  beneficial 
effeds  in  that  country,  where  he  had  the  honour  to  iili  a 
very  high  iituation  under  the  Government.  As  to  the  fen« 
timcnts  which  had  been  imputed,  to  his  noble  Friend,  it  was 
fafficient  to  fiate,  that  he'  had  been  here  the  bed  friend  to 
thofe  very  men  whom  he  was  nowa'ccufed  of  perfecutiog;  and 
that  in  all  the  meafures  which  had  been  adopted  of  late  yean 
for  their  relief  and  tokration,  he  had  himfelf  been  per- 
fonally  and  warmly  engaged  in  the  pafling  of  the  different 
bills,  which  tliey  conceived  fo  intimately  conneded  with 
their  bappinefs  and  interefts.  With  regard  to  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  lie  did  not  fee  it  in  the  fame  object ionaMe 
point  of  view  in  which  it  appeared  to  prefent  itfe!f  to  fome 
other  noble  Lords.  He  Ihould  not  for  a  moment  hefitate  to 
fayi  that  the  principle  of  an  armed  body  deliberating  was 
improper  and  unconftitutional ;  but  it  was  at  the  fame  dme 
to  be  underdood,  that  the  power  of  deliberating  migl^^t  be 
occaiionally  exercifed  by  armed  bodies,  when  it  could  alone 
arife  from,  and  be  regulated  by,  the  force  and  urgency  of 
peculiar  and  extraordinary  circumftances.  His  Lordfliip 
naving  confidered  tiie  operation  of  the  bill  as  e(G:ntially 
conneAed  with  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  two  countries^ 
concluded  with  faying  thatitfhould  have  his  cordial  fupport. 
The  Earl  of  Carnarvon — I  have  long  entertained  princi« 
pies  dccifive  of  my  opinion  againfl  this  bill,  of  the  in- 
troduAion  of  the  Irifli  militia  into  this  country  on  its  inter- 
nal  demerit's,  but  the  arguments  by  which  it  has  been  de- 
fended have  greatly  augmented  my  objeftions.  It  has  been 
openiyftated,  by  an  illuftrious  perfon,  that  he  confidered 
the  meafure  as  a  prelude  to  a  reciprocity  of  fcrvice,  and 
interchange  of  militia  of  the  two  countries.  Miniflcrs  avow 
openly  that  they  entirely  approve  of  the  principle  which 
blends  the  fcivice  of  the  militia  of  the  united  kingdoms, 
tut  that  they  doi  not  think  that  it  could  now  be  prudently 
urged,  as  not  at  this  moment  confonant  to  the  opinions  and 
feelings  of  thofe  who  fill  ilie  higher  flaiions  in  tlie  £ngl)(h 
militia.  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  fuch  opinions  and  feelings  are 
known  to  pitvail ;  1  truft  that  they  will  continue  to  prote^, 
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and  I  hope  will  In  the  end  reftore,  t^c  confthutlonal  prin- 
ciples of  the  militia  to  its  original  ff^irit     If  I  had  no  other 
objedions  to  the  introdudion  of  this  biJl,  I  fhould  be  inr 
duced  to  relift  ihis  prelude  to  an^intended  evil  for  its  bad 
intentions.     Before  I  enter  farther  into  the  fubjeft  I  muft 
obferve,  that  the  learned  Lord  on  the  woolfack,  who  rofe 
with  a  proper  warmth  to  protcft  the  charaftcr  of  a  learned 
friend  vrhom  he  thought  attacked,  feems  to  have  miftaken 
the  obfervation  of  the  noble  Lord  who  fits  neatsme  (Lord 
Boringdon):  as  far  as  I  could  colled  from  what  he  faid,  the 
noble  Lord  did  not,  in  the  flighteft  degree,  impeach  that 
learned  Lord's  chara(5ter  or  conduft,  for  he  gave  no  opinion 
on  the  papers  or  perfons  alluded  to,  but  only  obierved,   that 
thofe  who  expeded  a  perfcft  confolidation  of  the  uniofj  be- 
tween the  two  countries  to  take  place,  would  be  difappoint- 
ed,  as  long  as  the  letters  which  had  made  their  appearance^ 
and  agitated  the  public  mind,  remained  unexamined  and  un« 
noticed  by  the  Government  of  the  country.      The  noble 
Baron  certainly  did  nut  bring  into  queftion  either  the  truth 
or  falfehood  of  the  papers,  or  merits  or  demerits  of  the  fe- 
veral  parties  involved  ;  I  truft  alfo  that  I  Ihall  not  be  under- 
flood  to  convey  any  blame  on  any  perfon,  when  I  de(iuce  a 
firong  argument  againft  this  bill,  from  the  opinion  of  the 
fame  learned  Lord,  as  it  appears  in  thofe  letters  againft  a  fet 
of  men,  who  mod  probably  compofe  the  whole,  or  a  very 

f^reat  part  of  the  10,000  Iri(h  militia  propofcd  to  be  tranf- 
erred  to  Great  Britain  by  this  bill :  certainly  the  charge 
contained  in  thole  letters,  by  a  perfon  fo  highly  fituated^and 
furni/bed  with  information,  mud  weigh  drongly  as  an  ob» 
je£lion  againft  the  admiflion  of  regiments  fo  formed.  The 
fubje£l  before  us  has  been  difcufled  under  fingular  impreflions 
which  mark  that  no  found  ideas  of  a  militia  are  entertained. 
AH  military  corps,  however  raifed,  and  with  whatever 
vFews,  have  been  confidered  as  fimilar,  as  if  all  were  equal- 
.  ly  to  be  claiTed  as  army.  The  noble  Marquis  (Hcadfort) 
fays,  that  if  the  Gentlemen  who  compofe  the  militia  oiF 
Great  Britain  dtilike  pafling  the  fea  and  defending  Ireland, 
jiow  part  of  the  united  empire,  they  are  not  fit  to  be  foU 
d.iers  i  this  obfervation,  and  all  the  arguments  I  have  yet 
heard,  would  fend  the  militia  to  Jairaica,  to  Ceylon,  or 
any  part  of  the  empire  at  large.  Other  noble  Lords  have  con« 
ceived  the  diflike  to  receive  the  generous  offers  of  fervice 
from  the  Iriih  militia  as  a  prejudice  againd  the  natives  of 
Ireland  and  the  union.   I  have  always  confidered  the  miiitia 
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as'a  body  perfeftly  diftinft  from  the  army,  an<I  have  rcfiftcd 
th^ir  airimilatidin  io  the  army.  It  is  not  that  I  confider  the 
iqdividuals  who  compofe  the  ranks  of  the  militia,  or  ih^ 
officers  who  command  them,  as  in  any  thing  individu-illy: 
better  or  difFelent  from  thofe  who  compofe  the  array  ;  ihey 
are  drawn  from  the  fame  materials,  and  are  equally  tefpec* 
table,  but  they  are  formed  and  arranged  on  a  difFereni  mo* 
del,  both  adapted  to  the  ftations  they  were  meant  to  fiJ. 
The  militia  is  calculated .  for  a  garrifon  of  home  defer  ce, 
A'awing  into  ufeful  occupation  thofe  perfons  who  would 
not  enter  the  military  line  as  a  profeffion,  but  were  willing 
to  perform  a  limited  fervice,  abfoluteiy  neceflary  to  be  per- 
formed by  fome  perfons ;  to  furnilh  a  proteftion  in  the  lime 
of  peace  againft  the  fuddcn  emergencies  of  commencing 
hbililitieSj  and  a  fufHcient  garrifon,  in  its  original  numbeis 
of  '32,000  men,  for  the  two  principal  naval  depots,  and  ca- 
pable, to  the  extent  of  fheir  numbers,  during  a  war,  to 
I)crform  mod  cflential  fervice  in  cafe  of  invafion :  by  their 
and  qualification,  not  'wanting,  and  by  their  formation, 
cut  off  from  all  poflible  militaiy  promotion,  they  ncccfla- 
rily  formed  a  corps  not  fo  obvioufly  influenced  by  perfonal 
views,  nor  looking  up  to  the  executive  Government  for  ad- 
vancemeiit.  Their  independence,  local  attachment  and 
property,  fupply  them  with  patriotifm  and  perfonal  influ- 
ence, whifch  cannot  but  be  of  more  conftitutional  fecurity 
in  the  defence  of  the  country,  to  a  certain  extent,  than  any 
army  of  perfons  profeflionally  engaged.  But  the  extenfion 
of  this  military  corps,  (to  numbers  beyond  a  moderate  in- 
fular  gamfon)  either  in  order  to  deftroy  the  diftinft  fpirit 
and  popular  principles  of  the  militia,  by  confounding  them 
gradually  with  the  army,  or  from  the  moft  impoKtic  and 
mean  pecuniary  motives,  preferring  a  cheaper  levy  of  Icis 
ufe  for  the  general  purpofes  of  war,  to  the  army  efiablifh- 
ment,  wluch  has  the  advantage  of  experience,  and  whofe 
profeflional  views  are  the  honourable  motives  which  aflift  in 
exciting  to  great  afiions,  ufeftil  to  the  country  and  to  the 
individual^;  the  changes  which  have  been  made  by  their 
powerful  enemies  have  fo  much  altered  the  militia,  that 
its  prefervation  i;^  fearce  an  objeft,  indeed  its  annihilation 
would  become  fo,  if  fame  faint  hopes  of  its  revival  did  not 
linger  in  the  breafts  of  it*?  wellwiflicrs,  who  are  ftill  inclined 
to-  prevent  further  aggreflJons  on  its  principles  and  praOige. 
The  name  of  militia  does  not  make  the  carps  fo  called  in 
dachcguntiyfltTiilar  to  each  other,  or  objeds  of  reciprocal 
interchange  ;•  if.it  were  poffiWe  that  each  could  ferve  with 
:-»*.--''••      .    .     -  '       *      '  equal . 
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equal  advantages  In  either  country  :  but  what  is  militia  (ia 
lis  true  meaning)  in  pne  country,  is  an  army  in  the  other- 
Local  attachments  fromfimilar  cuftoms  and  manners  cannOC 
be  exchanged,  the.conftitutional  advantages,  therefore,  muH^ 
.be  greatly  diminilhed,  and  each  corps  fo  removed  from  their 
intercourfe  with  their  friends   and  families,   will  partake 
more  of  the  feelings  of  a  ftanding  army  than  they  would  ia 
their  own  country.  It.  is  no  anfwer  to  this  objeftion  that  it 
goes  againil  the  removal  of  the  Englifh  militia  fiom  county 
to  county  ;  it  in  fome  meafure  does,  and  if  invafion  of  an 
ifland  did  not  involve  the  whole  ifland  of  neceHity  in  one 
campaign  and  one  flate  of  warfare,  the  lefs  they  were  re- 
moved from  local  afFeftions  and  intercourfe,  and  the  lefa 
this  fpecies  of  force  was  taught  to  forget  that  they  were  de- 
fending ihcir  own  homes  and  families,  the  better.   I'he  prin- 
ciple on  which  a  miliiia  is  formed  is  npt,  nor  can,  nor 
ought,  to  be  adapted  to  the  extended  fervice  of  an  army. 
I  have  no  difficulty  in  faying  that  we  are  all  individually 
pledged  in  honour,  as  Well  as  intereft,  to  fupport,  to  the 
utmoll  of  our  power,  the  fafety,  intereft,  and  conftitutional 
freedom  of  the  united  empire  in  every  part ;  but  that  is  apt 
the  queftion  on  the  prefent  difcuffion,  which  is  whether  we 
Ihould  accept  the  generous  offers  of  the  Iritli  milida,  for 
certainly  they  are  generous  as  far  as  relates  to  the  oifcrs ; 
but  I  do  not  think  they  are  confident  with  the  conftitution 
of  either  country,  and  it  is  on .  the  ground  of  the  fyftcm 
being  detrimental  to  both  countries  that  I  obje£t  to  their 
acceptance.     A  noble  Earl  on  t,he  other  fide  has  given  us 
the  topographical  hiftory  of  blunders,  and  deduced  them 
fronri  what  he  is  willing  in  pleafantry  to  admit  to  be  its  pa- 
rent foil ;  I  confefs  that  I  have  not  obferved  that  blundeis 
are  exclufively  the  growth  of  any  country,  and  I  am  fure 
that  he  will  find  more  proofs  of  blunders  and  confufion  ia 
the  a£ls  of  the  prefent  Miniflers,  than  he  could  find  in  any 
clafs  of  men  in  heland  ;  but  he  commits  himfelf  an  error, 
if  not  a  blunder,    in  iuppofing  that  the  meeting  of  Lord 
Lieutenants  of  counties,  and  Members  of  Parliament  hold- 
ing conmilflions  in  the. militia  of  any  county,  was  held  in 
the  fpirit  of  blunder  by  thofe  who  objeftcd  to  the  delibera- 
tions of  arn^ed  coips.     I  confefs  I  am  not  able  to  6n?i  out 
the  flmilaiity  of  ihe  meeting  of  the  clafs  defcjibefi,  aud. 
I'hut  of  a  regiment  meeting  to  deliberate  on  th<?.ir  g<j.iH'iii^ , 
^s  a  regiment.     Lovd  Ljcuienants  are  do  .more  military  ofti- 
cers  than  Deputy  Lieuienants  of  each  .county^,  and.  if  Ib^y:: 
rOuld  not  (without  being  within  tlie  miichief  of  armed 
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deliberations)  aflemble  on  the  fubje£^  of  the  mUiija,  their 
principal  duty  would  be  undone.  It  is  not  worth  anj  fur- 
ther obfcrvation,  than  that  Lieutenants  of  counties,  if  they 
can  be  called  military  men,  are  not  an  united  corps,  nor 
can  a£t  together;  Members  of  Parliament,  with  commif- 
fions  in  the  feveral  counties,  do  not  compofe  a  military 
corps,  nor  can  afl  together  as  fueh,  and  the  meeting  could 
have  no  queftion  Avhether  they  fliould  as  a  corps  aft  or  not; 
but  whether  they,  knowing  the  principles  of  the  militia^* 
fhou'd,  as  Members  of  the  Legiflature,  encourage  or  dif- 
courage  a  given  fyftem  as  advantageous  or  difadvantageous 
to  the  country,  it  has  no  poflible  operation  on  thjjdifcipline 
of  any  military  body,  which  the  deliberation  of  a  military 
corps  whelhcr  they  ihould,  as  fuch,  adopt  or  rcjcfl  a  pro- 
pofal  to  aft  in  corps,  obvioufly  has.  I  will  now  iiate  my 
objcftion  to  this  meafure  as  refpefting  Ireland,  as  far  as  it 
now  operates,  before  it  produces  the  evil  to  Ireland  of  re* 
ciprocal  Interchange.  As  an  Irifli  militia  belongs  locally  to 
Ireland,  the  land  owners  of  that  country  by  a  pecuniary 
charge  afFefting  them  exclufively  of  otlttrs,  and  not  afFcft- 
ing  the  public  purfe,  have  paid  the  price  of  a.  home  de* 
fence  confined  to  Ireland  ;  it  is  a  breach  of  faith  of  the 
higheft  clafs  to  remove  their  home  defence,  levied  at  their 
expence,  without  their  conlent ;  it  manifeAsta  total  want  of 
fenfe,  or  a  voluntary  abdication  of  all  juftice,  to  confider 
the  confent  of  the  man  hired  for  that  dtfertce  to  be  equiva- 
lent to  the  confent  of  hrm  who  purchafcd  the  defence  fo 
hired ;  the  man  hired  to  ferve  only  in  Ireland  certainly 
ought  not  to  have  his  fervice  extended  without  his  confent, 
but  fuiely 'his  confent  to  withdraw  his  fervices  from  thofc 
who  hired  them,  cannot  jufiify  this  breach  of  contraft  to 
his  emptoyers,  fanftioned  by  Parliament.  The  injuftice 
does  not  flop  here,  for  an  equal  number  of  Irifti  militia  are 
to  be  raifcd  to  replace  them,  and  then  the  perlbns  who  are 
defrauded  by  this  bill  muft  be  at  further  expence  to  obtain 
the  defence  for  which  they  before  paid,  with  diroinifhed 
truft  in  the  faith  of  Parli;iment  that  they  fhall  have  what 
they  pay  for.  Ihis  addiiional  injufttce  muft  follow,  if 
they  are  to  pay  the  levy  mtmey  in  the  fame  way  that  the 
prticnl  hifn  rni/uia  is  raifed,  Lul  if  the  expence  of  the  aug- 
mentation of  miliiia  in  Ireland  (hould  come  out  of  the 
public  purfe,  (which  will  be  a  confellion  thai  they  ought 
not  lo  pay,  btcaufe  they  have  been  defrauded)  then  we  in 
England  pay  towards  the  Irifh  militia,  and  they  do  not  pay 
towards  ours;  and  the  ig-^orancc  of  our  law  nvakers  thmw 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AmiL  19. J  IRISH  MILITIA.  52$  , 

them  on  fartlier  injuftice  ;  and  it  will  add  to  the  difcordant 
principles  and  heterogeneous  compofition  of  tnilttia,  tend"> 
irig  to  confound  its  principles,  and  ultimately  to  edablilh  a 
prerogative  army  by  ballot,  which  is  the  great  objeft  of  Go* 
vernmcnt.  One  farther  obje£tion  weighs  with  me>  that  if 
I  did  not  difapprove  of  the  reciprocity  of  fervicc  of  the 
militia  of  the  two  countries,  as  unconftitutional  and  difad« 
vantagcous  to  both  countries,  I  (hould  think  that  at  this 
time,  when  a  heavier  ftorm  ieems  to  obfcurc  the  hemi- 
fphere  of  Ireland,  it  was  not  fit  to  remove  from  thence  troops 
the  mofl  interefted  in  its  defence.  And  the  additional  mili^ 
tia  to  b^  railed  in  that  country  of  10,000  men,  to  replace 
the  10,000  to  be  brought  here,  is  a  proof  (given  by  thofe 
who  urge  the  bill)  that  Ireland  cannot  fpare  the  troops  now 
offering  their  fcrvice.  For  ihefe  reafons  I  (hall  give  my  vote 
againfl  the  admiflion  of  the  offered  militia,  without  mean* 
ing  to  depreciate  the  generofity  of  the  offer. 

Lord  Auckland  exprefled  his  furprife,  that  the  oppofition 
to  the  bill  Ihould  chiefly  originate  from  thofe  noble  Peers 
who  had  repeatedly  objefted  to  his  Maje(ly*8  Minifters,  that 
they  had  not  in  readinefs  for  the  defence  and  fafety  of  the 
country  a  force  of  a  difpofable  nature  fuflScieatly-  large* 
The  oppolition  was  therefore  the  more  extraordinary,  as, 
while  they  blamed  Minifters  for  not  having  increafed  the 
aifpoiable  force,  they  denied  to  them,  in  the  fame  breath, 
the  power  of  that  kind  of  force,  by  refufiiig  their  aflent  to 
a  bill,  profefledly  direAed  to  the  accomplilhment  of  an  ob* 
jed  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  fo  wife  and  falutary.  No 
man  could  deny  the  wifdom  and  policy  of  intipnediately  aug«- 
menting  the  difpofable  force  of  this  count>y,  more  particu- 
larly when  he  looked  at  the  wretched  ftate  of  the  Continent* 
Yet  out  of  that  wretched  flate  lome  hopes  were  naturally 
excited.  It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  men  or  of  things,  that 
the  war  could  Jail  for  any  long  time,  and  in  that  opinio^  he 
was  juftified  by  the  anfwers  given  by  the  reprefentaCives  of 
the  different  powers  to  the  official  commiinication  made  to 
them  of  the  late  lying  correfpondence  and  the  fjibricated 
plot.  It  was  impoflible  that  a  Government  which  was  found*- 
ed  in  regicide,  which  was  raifed  and  exalted  by  bloed  and 
poifon,  and  which  was  fupported  by  midnight  murders  and 
affaiTinations,  fhould  long  continue  to  be  guided,  by  a  hand 
llained  with  the  blood  of  innocent  and  royal  vi&ims»  As 
to  the  benefits  likely  to  refuit  from  the  bill  befone  their 
Lordlbips,  there  could  be  but  one  opinioiit     From  theirre- 
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fidence  here  the  Irifh  militia  would  acquire  improvements 
and  habits  of  induftry,  which  could  not  fail  to  be  produc* 
tive  of  real  adrantagesy  when  they  returned  to  their  own 
country ;  and  as  to  any  diminution  of  the  militia  in  Ire* 
land,  by  a  transfer  of  ten  thoufand  to  England,  he  thought 
that  could  form  no  ground  of  oppolition  to  the  bill,  fince 
it  was  well  known  fuch  was  the  attachment  of  the  people 
of  that  country  to  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  that  the 
number  would  be  replaced  in  a  very  Ihort  time  by  a  new 
levy. 

Lord  Harrcwhy  thought  the  bill  objeSionable,  becaufe  it 
went  to  deprive  Ireland  of  what  (he  mod  wanted  for  her  own 
protedion»  a  ftrong  efficient  force ;  while  the  principle  of 
reciprocity,  with  regard  to  the  fcrvices  of  both  miliiiaf* 
went  for  nothing  in  )he  prefent  cafe  as  to  the  difpofable 
force;  for  by  fubflituting  ten  thoufand  men  for  the  fame 
number  taken  away,  tbere  was  no  increafe  whatever. 

The  Marquis  of  SUgo  praifed  the  condudofthe  Englilh 
militia  in  Ireland,  and  was  convinced  that  the  principle  of 
reciprocal  fervice.  would  contribute  in  a  very  eminent  d^ree 
to  the  improvement  and  confolidation  of  the  union. 

The  Duke  ofMontrefe^  as  an  enemy  to  the  deliberations  of 
all  armed  bodies,  profefled  himfclf  inimical  to  the  bilh 

Lord  Wiftmoriland  entered  into  a  variety  of  confiderations 
and  comparifons  to  (hew  the  important  benefits  which  the 
meafure  was  likely  to  produce,  in  the  fecurity  and  welfare  of 
the  empire  at  large.  When  he  looked  at  the  prefent  bill, 
which  went  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  accept  the  voluntary 
offers  of  fervice  made  by  part  of^^the  Iri(h  militia,  he  confe(red 
he  could- not  feparate  it  from  the  bill  by  which  the  fame  mi- 
litia was  to  be  augmented.  In  this  connected  point  of  view 
it  could  not  be  denied,  that  a  difpofable  force  was  gij^en  to 
Government  both  in  this  country  and  in  Ireland,  and  he 
ihould  therefore  vote  for  the  bill. 

Lord  Darnley  oppofed  the  bill. 

The  Earlof  Egremonti  although  he  had  not  for  a  con(ide* 
table  time  had  occafion  to  addrefs  iheir  Lordlhips,  yet  con- 
ceived the  prefent  meafure  fq  novel,  and  fo  objeaionable  oft 
many  accounts,  that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  a  public 
avowal  of  his  difapprobation  of  it. 

Lord  GrenvilU  blamed  Minifters  for  not  fubmitting,  in  a 
fair  and  manly  mode,  to  the  coniideration  of  Parliament,  the 
principle  of  reciprocity  between  the  militia  e(labli(hmeots  of 
both  countries,  if  fuch  was  their  intention,  when  they  firfl 
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countenanced  the  prefent  meafure.  But  they  were  not,  per-* 
haps,  aware  that  the  queftion  had  been  in  fooie  meafure  zU 
ready  decided,^  By  the  articles  of  the  union  with  Scotland,  it 
was  determined,  after  great  deiiberatioUi  that  the  militia  of 
England  and  of  that  country  (houJd  be  confined,  in  refpe£t  ^ 
to  their  fervices,  to  the  Countries  by  which  they  were  feveraU 
)y  paid.  His  LordQiip  defended  the  meeting  of  the  militia 
colonels  at  the  Thatched- houfe,  and  challenged  any  noble 
Lord  to  point  out  why»  or  where,  it  was  unconftitutional  for 
a  number  of  officers,  all  of  them,  without  fcarcely  «n  excep- 
tion, either  Peers  of  Parliament,  or  Members  of  another 
Houfe,  to  afTemble  and  exprefs  their  opinion  on  a  fubjedt 
which  mod  materially  concerned  them.^  His  Lordfliip  ex- 
preflfed  his  mod  decided  diflent  to  the  bil). 

LorJ  Hawkejbury  fupported  the  meafure,  and  found  fault 
with  the  refolutions  entered  into  by  the  officers  who  fub* 
fcribed  their  names  to  them.  He  confidered  it  as  a  very  great 
error  in  them,  to  foeak  as  leniently  as  he  could  of  their  con* 
dud,  to  have  aflcmbled  in  an  official  and  military  capacity, 
and  to  have  publifhed  the  orefult  of  their  deliberations  at  that 
meeting. 

Lord  Romney  condemned  the  meafure,  and  vindicated  the 
conduct  of  the  meeting  at  the  Thatched-houfe,  of  which  ha 
had  the  honour  to  be  one. 

Lords  Hawkefbury  and  Fitzw^liam  explained,  the  latter 
of  whom  being  called  to  order  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  fat 
down. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  the  fecond  reading,  the  Houfe 
divided: 

Contents,    -    64!  Non-contents,    -    43).o 

Proxies-  -  13  J'/  Proxies  .  -  -  s) 
Majority  -  29 
Lotd  Haufkifiury  faid,  at  that  late  hour  he  would  aot  move 
for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  other  bill  before  their  Lordfhips, 
t^e  Irifh  militia  augmentation  bill,  but  confine  himfelf  to 
moving,  that  the  bill,  now  read  a  fecond  time,  Ihould  be 
committed  for  the  next  day. 

LordGrenviUe  had  infinitely  greater  objeflions  to  the  fe^ 
cond  bill,  than  to  the  one  juft  read,  and  would  ftate  thofe  ob- 
jedions  at  fome  length  the  next  day.     He  agreed  with  the      1 
noble  Baron,  that  it  was  then  too  late  to  enter  upon  the  d^f ; 
culfionofit.  . 

Adjourned  at  eleven  o'clock. 

3Y2  HOUSE 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sii  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER,  [LotDi^ 

HOUSE    OFCOMMONS* 

tHURSDAY,   APRIL  I9. 

A  ballot  was  to  have  taken  place  for  a  Committfce  to  try 
snd  determine  the  merits  of  the  Ilchcfter  eledtion  ;  but 
owing  to  there  being  only  75  members  prefent  at  four 
o'clock, the  ballot  could  not  proceed,  and  therefore  the  Houfc 
atljoumcd, 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,   APRIL  20. 
IRISH    MILITIA. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  fecond  reading  of  xh6  Iiifh 
militia  augmentation  bill,  having  been  read, 

LordHoburt  dated,  that  it  was  not  hU  intention  to  enter 
much  upon  the  merits  of  the  meafure  recommended  and  to 
be  provided  for  by  the  bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the  Iri(h 
militia,  which  he  intended  to  move  ihould  be  now  read  a  fe- 
cond time*  The  queftion  had,  in  a  great  meafure,  been  dif- 
pofed  of  by  the  arguments  that  had  been  urged  the  preceding 
night,  and  he  would  only  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  few  of 
thofe  which  he  conceived  to  be  mod  cnaterial.  It  had  beeii 
much  objededto  the  meafure,  when  under  difcuflion  iir  ano- 
ther place,  that  it  would  not  add  to  th  i  difpofable  force  of 
the  country.  From  this  he  mud  beg  leave  to  diflent ;  for, 
although  certainly  the  10,000  Irilh  militia  that  were  to  be 
raifcd,  were  not  of  that  defcription  of  force  that  would  be 
fubjed  to  be  fetit  upon  ordinary  military  fervice,  yet  4hey 
might  be  confidered,  to  a  certain  extent,  as  a  difpofable 
force,  inafmuch  as  they  might  enable  his  Majedy  to  detach 
an^equal  number  of  the  regular  force  wherever  it  may  be 
neceiiary.  With  refpeft  to  any  oppofition  that  the  bill 
may  meet  with,  although  it  was  in  all  refpefls  of  the 
fame  precife  tenor  with  a  fimilar  meafure  brought  for- 
ward by  the  lale  Adminidraiion,  he  could  not  exped,  on 
that  account,  that  it  would  be  found  lefs  objeaiouable, 
particularly  by  a  noble  Lord  on  an  oppofite  bench.  He 
could  perceive  a  fixed  difpofition  in  that  noble  Lord  to.dccry 
thofe  meafures  of  the  prefent  Government,  which  bore  the 
greaiefl  affiniiy  to  the  meafures  of  that  Government  in  which 
he  filled  a  didinguifhed  place.  Although  that  noble  Lord  had 
formerly  landioned  fimilar  meafures,  and  fupported  them 
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V^ith  all  l)is  acknowledged  ability^  yet  the  very  circumftance 
of  their  being  introduced  by  the  prefent  Miniflers,  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  induce  him  to  condemn  them  as  abFuTd,  puerDe,  and 
inefficient.  It  would  be  for  the  noble  Lord  to  eftabiifh  his 
confidency,  but  he  profefled  he  could  notdifcover  upon  what 
principle  of  that  kind  the  noble  Lord  coutd  now  reprobate 
thofe  mcafures  he  but  a  very  few  years  ago  approved.  Hd 
wifhed  noble  Lords  to  underftand  that  meafures  are  no>^ 
purfuing  to  augment  the  dirpofable  force  to  the  amount  of 
25,000  more  than  at  prefent;  confequeutly  it  would  be  feen 
that  G  iVernment  are  not  inattentive  to  their  duty.  The 
noble  Lord  adverted  to  the  obfervations  which  had  been 
made  the  preceding  evening,  refpefling  the  correfpondence 
carried  on  by  a  noble  Lord  (Redefdale)  in  Ireland,  and  ob« 
fervcd  that  he  never  before  that  evening  had  conceived 
that  private  correfpondence  ought  to  be  made  the  fubjedl  of 
public  avowal  or  difavowal  on  the  part  of  Government.  He 
then  moved  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill. 

Earl  Spencer  profefled  that  his  objeSion  to  this  meafure 
did  not  originate  in  any  opinion  which  he  might  have  form- 
ed on  the  letters  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Secretary  of  State, 
With  refpci^t  to  the  principle  of  the  meafure,  he  mud  coni- 
dentin  it  altogether.  It  is  impolitic  at  the  prefent  moment  to 
take  fo  large  a  portion  of  the  force  as  10,000  from  the  de- 
fence of  Ireland.  Hemuftalfo  contend,  that  it  is  impolitic 
and  unwife  to  make  fuch  an  addition  for  limited  fervice  only* 
We  ought  to  add  to  ourdifpofable  force,  and  therefore,  in- 
Itead  of  increafing  the  militia  of  Ireland,  at  the  rate  of  four 
guineas  per  man  bounty,  he  would  advife  Miniftf  rs  to  give 
even  the  bounty  of  ten  guineas  for  an  cqtial  number  for  ge- 
neral fervice.  The  noble  Earl  was  happy  to  congratulate 
the  Houfe  upon  what  they  had  juft  heard  from  the  noble 
Secretary  of  btate,  namely,  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
augment  thedifpofable  force;  but  he  could  not  help  obfcrv- 
ing,  that  the  whole  of  the  meafures  of  the  prefent  Admi*- 
niltration  were  calculated  to  thwart  and  crofs  each  other.  He 
concluded  with  giving  his  decided  negative  to  the  motion  for 
the  fecond  reading. 

Loid  Grenvllle  would  not  enter  into  any  leng»h  of  difcuf- 
fion  on  that  day,  as  many  noble  Lords  befide  himfelf  were 
much  fatigued  from  ihe  length  wliich  the  debate  of  the  pre- 
ceding evening  had  taken;  he  wilhed  if,  however,  to  be  kiw- 
tieiHood,  that  it  was  not  becaufe  his  opinions  were  changed, 
tie  (hould  take  another  opportunity  ofdifcufling  the  mca- 
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fiire,  and  v?ould  not  fuSer  any  obfervatioos  which  might  kc 
made  by  noble  Lords  oppofite,  refpefling  the  ads  which  had 
pafled  during  the  time  in  which  he  formed  a  part  of  the  Ad- 
ininiftratipni  to  prevent  him  from  giving  his  decided  oppoii* 
lion  to  a  meafure,  which  he  confldered  as  one  of  the  mod 
weak»  pitiable,  and  puerile  meafures  which  have  difgraccd 
th<  preient  Miniftry.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  con* 
ilrudion  of  the  a£ts  to  which  the  allufion  had  been  made, 
the  Houfe  would  recotleA  the  difference  of  fituation  in  which 
the  country  is  placed  at  the  prefent  period,  and  at  the  time  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  alluded.  If  Minifters  could  not 
difcriminate,  the  Houfe  and  the  country  would;  and  nothing 
Ihould  deter  him  from  delivering  his  fentiments  openly  and 
fairly  as  an  honed  Member  of  Parliament.  He  Irufted  the 
proper  notice  would  be  given  of  the  next  ftagesof  the  bill^  as 
many  noble  Lords  not  prefent  wiihed  to  difcufs  it. 

The  /^rd  ChanceUor  acknowledged,  that  he  was  never  more 
furprifed,  than  at  the  declaration  of  the  noble  Baron  that  he 
would  not  debate  the  principle  of  the  bill  at  prefent.     When 
that  noble  Lord  on  the  preceding  evening*  with  all  the  gra- 
vity that  belonged  to  him,  declared^on  its  being  propofed  to 
read  the  bill  a  (econd  time,  that  he  had  more  objedions  to 
make  10  it  than  to  the  bill  whioh  they  had  then  debated,  he 
really  thought  that  the  Houfe  had  a  right  to  expe£l  that  he 
iwould  come  down  prepared  to  (late  thofe  objedions.     His 
Majcfty's  Minifters  were  fully  prepared  to  enter  upon  the 
difcufljon:  they  felt  within  them  all  the  ftrength  and  fpirit  of 
giants  rifri/hed\  and  they  challenged  the  noble  Lord  to  the 
conieft.     He,  for  one,  was  prepared  to  defend  the  prefent 
meafure,  which,  in  common  with  all  the  other  meafures  of 
the  prefent  Minifters,  were  branded  by  his  rtoble  Friend  (he 
hoped  he  would  allow  hhn  to  call  him  fo'now,  he  hoped  he 
fhould  call  him  fo  when  all  the  nonfenfe  of  politics  was  4^r) 
with  the  epithets  of  puerile,  inconfiderate,  and  he  knew  dot 
what.     He   faw  no  reafon  why  ihe  difcuflion  (hould  be  de- 
1ayed#  unlefs  the  noble  Lord  did  not  feel  himfelf  fo  confi- 
dent at  that  moment  as  he  appeared  to  be  the  preceding 
night. 

Lord  Grenmilli  did  not  wifli  to  difconcert'the  good  humoor 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  If,  as  he  had  declared,  the 
Miniiters  felt  like  '*  giants  refrefhed,"  he  could  aflure  the 
noble  Lord,  that  thofe  on  the  fanrie  fide  of  the  .Houfe  with 
blm,  did  not  feel,  from  any  thing  which  had  lately  occurred 
In.  that  Houfe,  that  they  had  any  reafbn  to  fuppofe  that  thej 
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h;id  been  dircomfited.  But  really  the  caufe  why  he  y^iihei 
to  poftpone  the  difcuffion  w^s,  that  many  noble  Lords,  who 
ifound  it  impof&ble  to  attend  that  evening,  were  anxious  to 
be  pr^fent  when  the  principle  (hould  be  debated,  and  it  waf 
his  wifh  to  accommodate  them.  As  that  might  as  well  be 
done  on  the  confideration  of  the  report,  or  on  the  third  read* 
ing,  he  faw  no  abfolute  neceffity  for  prefling  it  in  the  pre« 
fent  ftage  of  the  bill. 

Lord  Hawkcjbury  delivered  a  few  words  in  reply,  and  pro- 
pofed  that  the  bill  (hould  be  committed  for  Monday ;  md  if 
no  amendment  took  place,  it  might  be  reported  on  the  fame 
evening,  and  the  debate  take  place  on  the  next  day,  on  the 
third  reading. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed  for 
Monday. 

The  Houfe  next  refolved  ilfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Irifli  militia  transfer  bill,  in  which 

TheBi/bop  of  St.  AJaph  drew  the  attention  of  noble  Lords 
to  an  inconvenience  to  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  officers  and 
privates  of  the  Irifli  militia,  who  (hould  come  over  under  the 
authority  of  this  ad,  would  be  fubjeft.  The  laws  of  Ire- 
land, and  particularly  the  31(1  of  the  King,  allowed  perfons 
profe(fing  the  catholic  religion  to  become  members  of  the 
army  and  militia  in  that  country.  But  that  was  not  the 
cafe  here.  By  the  ift  of  George  L  all  perfons  entering  into 
the  army  were  obliged  to  take  the  teft,  the  oaths  of  uipre- 
znacy  and  abjuration,  and  in  cafe  they  (hould  not,  would  be 
fubjed  to  various  civil  incapacities,  beddes  a  fine  of  500!. 
He  wl(hed  the  militia  of  Ireland,  who  in  confequence  of  the 
prefent  bill  fliould  come  over  here,  to  be  protected  againft 
the  operation  of  that  penal  law. 

This  brought  on  a  converfation,  in  which  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, Lords  Hawkefbury,  Grenville,  Carnarvon,  and  Ellen*  ' 
borough,  took  part.  The  latter  noble  and  learned  Lord  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  Irtlh  militia  coming  here,  would  come 
over  with  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  that  they  were 
entitled  to  under  the  militia  laws  of  their  own  country.  He 
thought  \\  would  be  very  hard  indeed,  if  when  they  caine 
over  here  from  principles  of  the  ptireft  patriotlfm  and  lovil- 
ty,tbey  (hould  be  covered  with  penalties  and  difabilittes. ;  ft 
was  his  opinion  that  they  would  not  be  fubjed  to  the  ope* 
ration  of  \h^  mutiny  law  of  this  country;  however^  if  there 
was  no  other  obje^ion  to  it,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  im* 
proptr  to  introduce  a  fpecial  provilion  to   proted   them 
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igainft  the  poflible  application  of  the  provifioos  ofnhc  £ng- 
lift)  mutiny  z&» 

T\\t^  Lord  Chancellor  did  not  Teethe  abfolute  necedity  of 
any  fiich  provifo;  however,  whether  or  not,  he  thopgbt  ji 
wotrid  be  right  to  defer  the  conflderation  of  it  to  fomc  other 
Aage  of  the  bill.  It  might  be  as  well  dune  on  leceiving  the 
report*  or  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

T'he  remaining  proviflons  of  the  bill  were  then  read,  and 
the  further  difcuflton  of  the  provifo,  propofed  by  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  refeived  till  Monday,  to  which  day  the  Houfe  pd- 
journed. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

fKlDAY,   APRIt  20, 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Committee  fa  try  .the 
merits  of  the  petitions  complaining  of  an  undue  eledion  and 
return  for  the  borough  of  Ilchefler. 

Mr.  Rofe  dated,  as  a  ground  for  a  motion  he  intended  to 
make,  that  the  accounts  already  on  the  table' retail ve  to  the 

,  (late  of  the  public  revenue,  were  neither  fatisfadory,  nor 
fufficient  to  enable  gentlemen  to  form  any  juft  opinion  on 
this  mod  imponanf  fubjefl.  The  hon.  Gentleman  therefore 
jmoved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the 
produce  bf  all  the  permanent  taxes  in  the  years  ending  the 
5thjanuary  1803,  and  (he  5th  January  1804,  diftinguiOi- 
ing  thofe  which  had  been  impdfed  previous  to  the  year  1793% 
and  thofe  laid  en  fince;  ttlfo  didinguiOiing  the  amount  of  the 
dtities  which  had  been  poftponed  previbus  to  the  5th  of  Ja« 
fiuary   1803,  and  were  received  in  the  courfe  of  1803;  alfo 

'  ihc  amount   of  the  duties  poftponed  previous  to  the  5th  of 
January  1804,  wh  ch  had  been  received*  in  ihe^oorfeof  the 

{yrefent  year  ;  likewife  (hewing  the  diminution  of  the  reveme 
n  payment  uf  corn  bounties. 

Mr.  Vanfittart  aflenting  to  the  motion^  the  sccounts  were 
ordered. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  the  Lonl&' 
amendiTients  to  the  volunteer  bill  were  ordered  10  be  taken 
into  conflderation  ox\  Monday  next. 

The  Committee  on  the  u;ilirta  officers  bill  was  pat  off  to 
M<^day. 

COVBKNMENT  DISPATCHES  TO  INDIA', 

'    Mr.  Einnakd  rofe  to  make  a  nK>tion  for  pap^s^  to  wbJfR, 
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from  what  had  tiko^n  place  the  preceding  day  in  another  branch 
of  the  Legiflaturc,    he  did   nor  fiippofe  there  would  be  any 
objedion.     The  ground  on  wiiich   he  refted  his  motion  was 
the  notoriety  of  certain.  faiSs,  and  the  right  tlic  Hou(e  had  to 
V xpc6t  (  ffi.inl  information  on  a  fuhj'-<5l  of  fuch  importance. 
I'hc  ohjeft  of  his  molioii  was  to  have  Jaid  before  the  Houfe 
copies  of  the  difpatches  which  bad  been  fcnl  by  his  Majefty's 
Government  to  the  different  prefidencies  in   India,  and  the 
commanding  officers  there,  as  well  as  to  tlic  governor  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Helena,  on  his  Majefty's  meffages  of  March  and 
May  laft.  The  mcflageof  the  8th  of  March  had  been  kqowa 
at  Calcutta  fo  early  as  the  24fh  of  June,   though  no  ofiici J 
account  had  reached  it  till  the  5th  of  July.     On  the  5rh  of 
June  a  French  frigate  arrived  with,  and  landed  troops  at  Pon* 
dicherry  ;  on  the  13th,  Linois  arrived  there,  but  on  the   14th 
a  corvette  reached,  him   with  difpatches,  in  confequence  of 
M.Mich  he  cut  his  cables  in  the  night  and  efcaped.     The  hon. 
Member  then  adverted  to  the  different  periods  at  which  the 
different  prefidencies  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  rup« 
ture,  and  contended,  that  if  the  k£ts  he  ftated  could  not  be 
controverted,  .they  were  a  proof  of  grofs  and  criminal  negleft 
on  the  part  of  bis  Majefty's  Minifters.     As  to  St.  Helena,  no 
difpatches  whatever  had  been  fent  by   Government  to  that 
.ifland,  and  the   tirft   intimation  of  the  rupture  was  received 
there  in  the  month  of  0£lobcr,  from  an  Enfrlilh  frigate  which 
carried   a  prize  thither.     He  hoped   his  Majefty's  Minifters 
could  prove  that  every  neceffary  precaution  had  been   taken 
to  fecure  our   poffeffions  in  that  quarter,   and  that  if  any 
misfortune  were  to  be  the  confequence  of  the  efcapeof  Linois, 
it  would  not  be  attributable  to  their  negleS.     The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman then  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfentcd  to 
his  Mjjtfty,  requeftmg,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafcd 
to  give  dire£liDns,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  copies 
of  all  the  difpatches  fent  to  the  diffcient  prefidencies  in  India, 
and  the  officers  commanding  by  land  and  fea  there,  commu- 
nicating his  Majefty's  meffage  of  the  8lh  of  March.     Alfo, 
of  the  difpatches  to  the  fame,  communicating  the  rupture 
with  France.     Alfo,*  an  account  of  the  dates  of  the  receipts 
of  faid  difpatches  rcfpcftively.     Alfo,  copies  of  the  difpatches 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Helena,  communicating 
the  meffage  of  the  8ih  of  March,  and  the  rupture,   with  aa 
account  of  the  dates  of  their  receipt. 

•   Lord  Caftlereagh  had  no  objeftion  to  the  produi£tion  of  the 
paptfrs  ;  if  he  could  feci  any,  it  was  only  that  they  did  not 
go  fnr  enough.     As  to  the  circumftance  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
\oL.  II.  1803-4.  3  Z  Mcmb?f, 
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Member,  which  had  taken  place  in  aiiotlier  Hoiife,  hc.coukl 
afltire  him  that,  there  would  haye  been  no  ol»jc£lion  in'that 
quattcr,. if  the  molian  hail  been  brought  forward  after  regular 
ncjtice.  The  nciblc  Lord  then  ftatcd  ihit  dinin£l  and  potnive 
difpatches  had  been  fcnt  cut  by  his  M.> jelly's  Mmiflers^  and  ' 
by  the  Secret  Cjiiimittee  at  the  India  Houie,  to  the  diffcent 
prefidencies,  and  to«the  ofHcers  commanding  in  IndiJ,  both 
on  his  MajeCly's  meflage  in  March  and  li\  Nlay» 
1  he  i]K>tk>ns  were  then  agreed  to. 

ARMY  OF  EES£RVE  SUSPENSION  BILL.. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  having  moved  that  the  order  of  the  dayv 
for  a  Committee  of  die  whole  Houfe  on  the  army  of  rcfcrvc 
a£l  fufpenfion  bill,  be  read,  ft.ited,  that  when  he  had  propofcd 
the  Committee  on  the  bill  for  that  day,  he  had  hopes  ihjw  all  , 
the  claufes  which  he  meaiU  to  propofe  in  the  Committee,  wouid 
have  been  prepared  before  that  time.  This,  however,  had 
been  found  impraflicaWe,  and  he  therefore  truftcd  the  Houfe 
wo»ld  confent  te  have  the  order  poflpontd  to  Wcdncfday 
next. 

On  the  queftion  that  the  order  be  poAponed, 
Mr,  Pin  feh  himfelf  involved  in  fomc  difficulty  by  the 
motion  of  his  right  hon.  Friend.  He  had  given  notice,  or 
rather  an  hon.  Friend  had  given  notice  for  him,  of  his  inten^ 
tion  to  (late  his  opinions  at  large  on  the  fubjcft,  in  the  prefent 
ilagc  of  the  meai'ure.  His  intention  was  to  oppofe  the  mo- 
iioP  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  for  thepurpofe  of 
popping  the  further  progref&of  the  bill,  in  order  that  inftead 
of  a  bill  for  fufpending  the  army  of  refcrvc  act,  anecher  mca> 
fure  might  be  introduced  more  likely  to  be  efJFeduai  for  the 
public  fervice.  Of  this  roeafure  he  bad  given  notice  previous 
to  the  recefs,  and  had  been  induced  to  poftpooe  it  in  compli- 
ance with  the  wiflies  of  hi.s  Majefly's  Minifters.  Whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  prepared  or  not  with  the  claufes 
which  he  meant  to  propofe  in'  the  Committee^  was  indiC? 
ferent  with  rcfpeft  to  a  difcuffion,  in  which  be  trufted  tD  con- 
vince the  Houfe  that  the  bill  ought  n6t  to  be  coitKnitted  Ht 
^11.  The  reafon  he^fligned  for  putting  off  the  order  for  go-» 
ing  into  the  Committee,  was  undoubtedly  good  againft  the 
Committee^  but  could  not  apply  to  a  difcuffion  which  Gen-: 
tlcmcn  had  been  led  to  expcdl  on  that  day,  and  llie  ohjcA  of 
whish  was,  to  prevent  the  further  progrefs  of  the  bill,  if  *he 
could  convince  the  Houfe  that  it  ought  not  to  be  prdcBedtd 
with  at  all.  It  was  his  intention,  if  the  motion  weretohave 
been  perfifted  in  for  goinghito  the  Committee,  tohavc^po* 
ffd  the  Speaker V  leaving  the  chair,  and  after  es^plataing  the 
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nature  of  the  mcafure  which  he  thought  irioflf  likely  to^mce^  * 
the  txigcncy  of  the  times,  to  propofe  the  poftportenicnt  of  th^ 
qucflion  for.  a  week  or  a  fortnight,  in  order  to  afford  Gentle- 
men  time  to  turn  the  fabjeft  in  their  minds,  and  to  form  * 
found  and  deliberate  jmlgment  on  it.  Hie  Hoiiit  woold  re- 
collcdl,  that  be  was  not  then  preffing  the  queftion  precip'i-- 
tately  forward,  but  anxious  to  bring  under  its  ferious  confwk- 
ration  an  important  v^.i feu ffion  after  repeated  notices.  Ho  was 
dif()orcd«  therefore,  to  propofe  an  amendment,  by  'fuhftituti'ng 
Wedncfday  ic'nnight  or  fortnight  for  \\Jednefdty  ;  but  Ihould 
fofboar  moving  it,  till  he  (houldlicar  what  further  reafons  the 
right  hon.  Gentlema-i  had   to  urge  in  fupport  of  his  motion. 

Jkflr,  Secrciiiry  Torke  ftated,  that  when  he  had  propofed  on 
Wedncfday  laft  to  defer  the  Committee  on  the  bill,  he  wa$ 
induced  to  fix  it  for  the  firft  open  day.  He  had  intended  to 
hb?e  propofed  Monday,  another  important  queftion  having'' 
ti}ert  flood  for  this  day,  and  when  the  arrangement  relative  to 
that  qt2ef!Jon  took  place,  he  felt  no  objediion  to  fix  the  Com- 
mittee for  this  day,  hoping  that  the  new  claufes  would  be  then 
prepared.  It  was  neceffary  to  frame  thofe  claufes  with  great 
nicety  and  precifioi,»,  and  tlierefore  the  more  time  was  reoui* 
red.  It  was  important  thnt  the  dilcuflion  of  this  mealure 
fliould  not  ba  podponcd  further  ihan  was  abfolutely  unavoidif- 
ble,  and  therefore  he  could  not  confenr  topoflpone  the  confi- 
deratic^n  of  it  longer  than  Wedncfday:  It  would,  neverthelefr, 
be  open  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  urge  his  reafons  to 
the  Houfe  for  a  further  dcl.»y  on  that  or  any  other  day,  and 
to  explain  the  plan  which  appeared  to  his  mind  more  likely 
to  be  efFedual  to  the  public  fervicci  in  ord:;r,  if  it  (hould  ap- 
pear ta  the  HouCe  preferable  to  the  one  now  before  it,  tog«:t 
lid  of  that  altogether. 

The  Chancellor  cf  the  Exchequer  hoped  the  right  hon.  O-n-^ 
tieman  would  not  prefs  his  atBendment ;  his  obje£fc  was  to  ob- 
tain a  further  delay  than  was  propofed,  and  might  very  con- 
fidently be  prefied  if  the  motion  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  was 
for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  the  Committee  that  day.  The  right 
bon.  Gcntkman  could  not  be  fettered  nor  embarrafled  by 
agreeing  to  the  prefcnt  moti6n  ;  b<.caufe  if  he  (houW  think 
delay  necvffary,  he  might  propofe  it  on  Wedncfday,  on  the 
oUeAion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair.  Hie  right  hon. 
oentleman  had  certainly,  in  compliance  with  what  he  had 
llatcd  to  be  the  wiftits  of  his  Majefty's  Miniftefs,  confented 
to  defer  his  proportion  until  after,  the  meafure  in  their  con- 
templation (hould  undergo  a  difcuflion.  No  difcuffion  had 
yet  taketr  pbce  on  th»t  fubjetTxj  and  as  he  underftood  the 

3  Z  a  right 


Digiii 


^ed  by  Google 


549  THR  PARLIAMCKTAKY  RXGISTTER.  [Cwt lAMt,^ 

right  lion.  Gentleman  to  have  confentcd  Co  poAponc'  tMs  pro- 
pofifton  until  that  iboaUt  take  placc«  he  did  Jiot  think  he* 
would  pre£i  it  in  this  in  (lance.  But  he  thought  an  acqmcC-^ 
encein  tlw  oiotion  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  due  *o  a  circum- 
ftance  to  sfrhich  he  could  not  regularly  adverr«  but  the  f?ft 
\ras.  that  many  Gentlemen  who  had  intended  to  take  a  part 
in  the  difcuffion,  were  ahfent  in  coafequctice  of  an  iatima* 
tKMa  from  his  right  hon.  Friend,,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
apply  for  thi<  delay.  This  was  really  the  faa,»aiiil  it  was  cer- 
tainly not  attributable  tp  any  unfair  motives.  If;  however^' 
he  could  afcertain  the  general  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe  to  he  for 
proceeding  with  the  bill,  he  (hould  not  objeft  to  it,  though  . 
it  would  bie  recoIleAcd  that  the  words  of  his  right  hon.  Friend 
**  he  hoped  to  have  tlie  claufes  ready  by  this  day"  implied  a 
doubt  whether  he  could  be  prepared  to  proceed  with  the  hiiL 
'  Mr.  Fox  thought  the  very  reverfe  was  the  cafe ;  and  that 
in  place  of  feeling  doubrs  as  to  this  day,  ihe  right  hon.  Sccrc- 
tary  had  been  on  a  former  day  prepared  to  proceed  with  the 
difcuflion,  which  he  had  put  off*  exprefsly  in  confideration  of 
the  application  on  the  patt  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt),  uniefs,  perhaps,  being  determined  to  defer  the  confide* 
ration  of  it,  he  thought  he  might  as  well  make  a  compliment 
of  the  delay.  (A  laugh.)  But  if  he  was  lefs  ready  on  this 
than  on  a  former  day  to  proceed,  was  there  not  realon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  on  Wcdnefday  he  fhould  be  lefs  prepared  to  proceed 
than  at  prefent  ?  In  this  caf<*,  he  was  of  opinion  that  there 
was  no  fufficient  reafon  for  the  Houie  to  defer  the  difcufiion. 
But  the  queftion  was  in  much  abler  hands  than  his,  and  he 
Ibould  not  interfere  further. 

Mr  Secretary  Torke  rt^VwA  that  when  the  day  was.  fixed 
for  the  Committee,  he  had  exprefsly  declared  that  he  couM. 
not  be  prepared  with  the  claufes  on  Thurfday,  but  hoped  to 
have  them  ready  on  this  day  ;  and  as  the  hon.  Memlier  was 
not  prefent  on  the  occafion,  he  appealed  to  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Long)  who  had  made  the  application. 

Mr.  Long  aflented. 

Mr,  Pitt  oblcrvcd,  that  one  of  the  rcafons  which  induced 
him  to  prefs  the  difcuflion,  was  a  defire  to  confult  the  con- 
Viertic^Hre  of  the  Houfe.  Another  was,  his  wi(h  to  bring 
forward  the  difcuffion  on  this  fubjeft  previous  to  any  of  the 
i»thev  xlifcuffions  of  which  notice  had  been  given!  It  wi% 
with  rclu£tance,  therefore,  he  confentcd  to  his  amendment ; 
btit  as  he  had  the  ftrongeft  defire  to  accommodate  thofe 
whof^  duty  it  was  t©  bring  forwat:d  and  arrange  the  public 
iHeafures,  be  (hould  iiot  prefs  ic  in  this  inftance.    H&  mud 
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fav,  hawcver,  that  he  did  not  yield  to  argntnenfe.    He  cer-:' 
tainly  could  not  perceive  any  appearance  of  a  thin  attend-, 
aoce,  and  if  all  public  meafures  were  to  be  marked  in  tbe  • 
progrcfs  by  tl^  attendance  of  fucb  numbers,  tlioire  would 
be  no  reafon  to  complain  of  the  Legiflature.     He  did  not 
think  it  regular,  nor  altogether  confident  with  the  refpeft 
due  to  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  to  anticipate  its  deciiiun  ; 
but  when  the  Gentlemen  on  the  bench  below  himdc^' 
clut*crd,  that  they  were  not  ready  to  meet  the  difcui&on  as^ 
tliey  wiihed,  it  was  not  his  defire  to  urge  them  to  it,     BuC 
as  they  had  precipitately  produced  the  abfence  of  certain 
Gentlemen  wiio  had  meant  to  attend,  he  trufted,  that  from 
a  regard  to  the  convenience  of  ih')fc  Gentlemen  who  were 
then  prefent,  no  further  application  would  be  made  for  de- 
lay* for  he  looked  to  this  difcufBon  as  a  moil  important  ob-. 
jcStj  in  laying  the  foundation  for  an  efficient  regular  army, 
both  now  and  hereafter. 

The  Committee  was  then  poftponed  to  Wedncfday. 

Lord  Porchefter  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  copies  of 
any,  and  what  orders  had  been  ient  out  to  officers  com- 
manding in  India  to  detain  French  vefleiSy  &c.  for  Friday 
aext. 

Mr.  Fox  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  an  account  of  the 
tran (ports  that  had  been  taken  up  for  bringing  over  the  Ha« 
novcrian  troups,  for  the  lame  day. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  for  carrying  into  efFcft  the  aft  for  making  an 
inland  navigation  between  Invernefs  and  Fort  VViUiam*  in 
Scotland.  The  Committee  came  to  a  refolution^  that  a 
bill  fiiould  be  brought  in  for  making  a  further  provilion  for 
making  and  maintaining  the  faid  navigation.  The  Houfe 
being  refumed,  the  report  was  brought  up,  the  refolution 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  accordingly. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  iri* 
the  Committee  of  Supply  on  Monday,  he  fhould  move  a 
grant  for  making  a  proviiion  for  that  purpofe. 

£XCHE(yJ£R    BILLS. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

i  he  .queftion  on  the  iflue  of  Exchequer  bills  being  moved 
by  the  Chanceilur  of  the  Exchequer, 

^Jr-  J(^hnJlQne  objeftcd  to  the  further  iflbc  of  tlicfe  bills* 
He  confidercd  24,vS00,000K  the  fum  in  this  form  now  in 
:th^  money  market,  and  tliat  it  was  much  too  large  a  Ann.  to 
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afifwer  the  pwrpofcs  6f  national  expediehce.'  At  the  tfrnc 
the  ioan'will  be  propofed,  the  quantiiy  in  the  tnatket  wHl  ' 
probably  be  23,0ao,000l.  and  the  ciFeft  of  this  enoitiious 
quantity,  if  coniinued,  ixiufl  ncctilartly  be  greittiy  to  reduce  • 
their  value.  It  ihould.  be  recoiie£led,  fatd  the  hot?.  Mem- 
bfr,  that  lafk  yeux,  when  ibe  financial  negocialions  were 
commenced,  v^e  luid  only  20  millions  in  ICxcheqtier  bills* 
and  we  (hould  paufe  beFutcwe  depai-tcd  from  theeftabiifhcd 
maxims  of  ftatc  policy  which  bad  been  hitherto  regarded 
with  i'o  much  adsruntagc.  It  was  the  more  wife  at  thistin^ 
to  economize  the  pecuniary  refourc^;  as  we  might  be  led 
into  a  prodigious  expenditure.  We  may  be  conltrained  to 
call  out  the  volunteer  force,  and  to  fupport,  in  confluence, 
-the  expence  of  this  immenfe  military  body.  No  Icls  a  fum 
than  16  millions  is  to  be  raifed  between  the  prefent  time 
and  the  6th  of  April  next.  Aootlier  motive  fur  the  prcfc- 
tence  of  a  large  loan  to  a  fmall  one,  to  excufc  the  iflbe  of 
Exchequer  bills,  is,  that  the  loyalty  loan  is  to  be  provickd 
for.  If  the  amount  of  Exchequer  bills  were  to  be  fo  ex- 
travagantly increafed,  we  could  not  rely  upoii  this  refourcc 
for  that  and  finailar  emergencies;  and  next  year,  if  the  Mi- 
nifter  proceeded  as  he  had  done,  we  fliouid  have  to  fund f 
for  Exchequer  bills  in  addition  to  the  periodical  loan  the 
ncceffities  of  the  ftate  will  require.  Exchequer  bills  arc 
now,  and  have  been  for  the  latt  month,  at  a  diicount.  He 
wifhed,thatin{leadt>f  eight  millions  in  this  way,  only  three 
millions  fliould, he  iflued.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  faid  that 
the  iffue  of  Exchequer  bills  is  not  now  greater  than  at  fomc 
former  periods.  Loo'king,  however,  at  the  four  lad  budgets, 
the  quantity  %vas  never  fo  burthenfome  as  at  prefent  in  that' 
interval*  It  was  true,  that  under  the  former  Admtniftra- 
tion  they  had  been  extended  to  tiS  millions  ;  but  the  impo- 
licy was  foon  dircovercd,  and  as  foon  as  polTtble  the  dimt- 
nmioii  wascffcftcd.  On  every  view  of  the  cafe  he  could 
noCdifcern  any  rpafon  whv  the  loan  might  not  in  the  pre-" 
font  inftance  be  increafed,  and  the  bills  dimihiflied  five 
millions.  If  there  was  a  plaufihle  objcdion,  it  was,  that 
the  public  had  been  led  to  cxpefl  the  approaching  loan 
IhoUld  not  exceed  16  millions  ;  biit  he  vyas  ct^nfident  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  baiter  away  the ^Mlan^^ 
tial  inlerefts  of  the  country  to  avoid  df (appointing  this  ex- 
pectation. He  wa5?lure  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ' 
liiid  ihc  benefit  of  the  ftate  neareil  his  heart,  and  would  be 
eqiaally.difpafed  10. facrifice  private  feeling  or  popular  ap- 
pitwfc  to  r»oniote  it. 
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Mr,  V^fifittart  agreed  in  the  general  principle,  that  ^n 
txccflivc  ilTuc  of  Exchetjucr  bills  woulU  be  injuiious  to  the 
c<^un(iry>  but  denied  that  tliat  was  the  cafe  in  ibe  prefent 
inft^ncc.  I'hcre  were  no  bills  outftanding  of  an  earlier  date 
than  Apiil  1^0'^j  and  from  the  quantity  dilcharged,  the 
market  requited  a  new  ilTue.  'i  hofe  now  outftandtng  would 
be  materially  diminifhcd  this  year,  and  as  the  whole  cxpen- 
ditiH-e  of  the  year  was  to  be  provided  for  by  the  ways  and 
jneans  of  the  year,  without  including  Kxchequer  bills,  a 
laigc  amount  of  them  would  be  paid  ofF  in  the  courfe  of 
th^  year,  and  the  quantity  in  the  market,  at  any  period, 
would  never  exceed  the  quantity  at  any  former  correfpond- 
ing  period. 

Air,  JohvJione{i'eL\Q.i^  that,  from  an  attentive  inveftigation 
of  the  price  current,  he  had  found  that  Exchequer  bills  had 
been  at  a  difcount  of  one  percent,  from  ift  January  to  the 
prefent  time. 

Mr.  Dent  alfo  aflerted  that  they  were  at  a  difcount. 

Mr.  Vanfiitart  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ex- 
plained, that -the  bills  that  had  been  at  a  difcount  were  only 
ihofe  thai  bore  an  intereft  of  three-pence  a  day  ;  none  of 
thofe  iirucd  by  the  prefent  Government  bearing  an  intereft 
of  3^d.  a  day,  were  at  a  difcount. 

The  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  as  well  as  thofe  refpeding 
tlie  pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia,  and  the  allowance  to 
militia  officers.    Bilts  were  ordered  accordingly. 

CATHOLICS  IN  THE  IRISH  MILITIA, 

Mr.  Dillon  faid,  he.  was  not  aware  when  he  gave  his  v6te 
in  favour  of  the  Irilh^  militia  offers  bill,  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  the  Irilh  militia,  as  foon  as  they  came  over 
here,  would  be  fubje£t  to  the  penalties  of  the  flatute  oF 
Geo.  I,  He  wiflied  to  know,  whether  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman oppofite  had  provided  any  remedy  for  fuch  Romati 
CathoHc  militiamen,  againft  thofe  penalties.  If  not,  he 
Ihouid,  on  aa  early  day,  fubmit  a  motion  to  tlie  Houfe  on 
the  fubjeft. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Replied,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  might  have  anfwered  his  own  quefiion.  He 
could  not  have  provided  any  remedy,  but  by  a  legiflative 
meafure,  of  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  beeir 
aware,  if  it  had  been  brought  forward.  He  had  only  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  there  was  nothing  applicable  to  the  Irilh  militia, 
which  was  ^otequalljr  applicable  to  the  iriffa  Catholics  iit 
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tlie  regiments  of  the  line»  nor  had  they  any  thing  more  to 
apprehend » 

Mr.  Kinnaird  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfc 
an  account  of  the  dates  of  all  difpaiches  fent  out  by  the  Secret 
Committee  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  to  the  dirtercnt 
pvefjdencies  in  India,  from  the  8th  March,  the  day  of  his 
Majefty's  meffagc,  till  the  rupture  witrh  France.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  gave  notice,  that  on  Mondav  he  fhould 
move  an  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  praying  that  his 
Majedy  would  be  gracioufly  pleafcd  to  order  to  be  laid  be* 
fore  the  Houfe,  a  lift  of  all  officers  on  the  half-pay. 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

MONDAY,    APRIL    23. 

Counftl  was  heard  in  the  caufe  Hunter  v.  Lord  Kinnoul, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  proceeded  in  on  Thurfday. 

I'he  Irilh  linen  manufaflory  bill,  and  feveral  private  bills, 
were  brought  up  from  the  Commons. 

1  he  Irilh  militia  augmentation  bill  went  through  a  Com- 
mittee, and  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  nc&t 
day. 

The  other  bills  on  the  fable  were  forwarded  in,  their 
feveral  ftages. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  APRIL     23. 

.  Lord  Marfham,  Chaiman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Mid- 
dleft'x  eledion,  reported,  that  Benjamin  Weal,  ordered  lo  be 
taken  into  cuftody  for  disobedience  to  a  fummons  of  the  faid 
Committee,  had  appeared  before  the  Committee  and  given 
Ms  evidence.  The  faid  Weal  was,  on  petition,  ^ordered 
to  be  brought  up  the  next  day  ro  be  difcharged. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jlchefttr  election,  that  Mr.  John  Manners  was  dul]t  eleAed» 
and  that  the  petition  of  Mr.  Ogle  was  frivolous  and  vcxa- 
ti:njc. 

Mr.  Dillon  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move,  on  Mon« 
day  next,  for  leiive  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  exempt  Catholics 
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Serving  in  .the  Irifli  militia,  from  the  pains  and  penalties  of 

the  (htuite  of  George  the  Firft. 

«    Mr.  Charles  Dundas  prefentcd  a  petition  for  leave  to  bring 

in  a  bill  for  defraying  the  expenccs  of  prof^cutions  out  of 

the  county  rates  in  England  and  Wales.    The  pefition  was 

referred  10  a  Committee. 

:   Mr.  Corry  dated,  that  a  loan  of  a  million  and  a  quarter 

had  been  contrafled  for  in  Ireland^^and  gave  notice  that  he 

fliould  fubfflit  a  motion  with  refpcA  to  it  in  the  Committee 

of  Supply  on  Wednefday. 

Mr.  Corry  brought  in«  a  bill  for  continuing  certain  afis 
relating  to  the  duties  in  Ireland.  Read  a  firil  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  reid  afecond  time  the  next -day. 

On  the  amotion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  the  amendments 
of  the  Lords  in  the  volunteer  bill  were,  according  to  the  pre* 
cedent  on  the  militia  bill  in  17571  ^^f^fted  to  a  lefeA  Com- 
mittee to  report  thereon  to  the  Houfe  as  it  fhould  appear  to 
them  to  be  right. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  in  'bills''for  defraying  the  charges 
of  the  pay,  clothing,  and  allowances  of  the  Britifh  and  Iri(h 
militia,  and  railing  the  fums  of  8,ooo,oool.  and  1,500,0001.  on 
Exchequer  bills ;  which  were  all  read  a  iirft  time^  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  the  Houfe  went 
into  a  Committee  on  the  militia  officers  bill.  The  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  confideratton  of  the 
})etition,  relating  to  the  right  of  voting  in  the  borough  of 
Liikeard.  was  deferred  from  the  next  day  till  Thurfday. 

Mr.  Kinnaird  moved»  thaf  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefent- 
ed  to  his  Majefty,.  praying  that  his  Majefty  may  give  dircc-i^ 
tions,  that  the^e  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  half-pay 
officers,  difttnguifhing  the  ranks,  and  dating  thofe  that  wero  , 
00  the  (laiF,  thofe  that  were  unemployed,  and  thofe  that  were 
unfit  for  fervice.  The  object  of  ihe  motion  was  to  ground 
on  it  a  motion  for  allowing  fi^ll  pay  to  fuch  officers  of  the 
half  pay  as  were  engaged  in  the  volunteer  fervice.  * 

The  Secretary  at  War  agreed  to  the  addrefs,  but  wiflied  ! 
to  be  underftood  not  to  pledge  himfelf  to  the  motion  with  \ 
whiqhthe  hon«  Gentleman  meant  to  follow  up  the  lUl  when  ' 
produced' ,  ^ 

a'   "  DEFENCE   OP   THE  NATION. 

Mr.  Fox-^l  am   afraid,  Sir,  that  I  (hall  find  it  neceflary 
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to  make  foine  preliminary  obfervations  before  I  proceed  to 

(late  my  motion  lo  the  Houfeon  the  military  defence  of  the 

country.     Ihofe  pirelimtnary  obfervations  are  rendered  ne- 

ceflary  by  theconflruSton  which  has  been  put  by  many  per- 

fons  on  the  zeal  which  has  been  manifefted  by  the  people 

in  fupport  of  the  war.     That  great  zeal  has  undoubtedly 

been  manifefled  by  all  defcriptibns  of  perfons,  is  a  truth 

\irbich  I  have  much  pfeafure  to  obferve ;  but  the  attempt 

to  con  (true  this  zeal  into  an  approbation  of  the  principle  of 

the  war  itfelf,  or  of  the  condud  of  his  MajeftyX  MiniRcrs 

in  involving  the  coqntry  in  that  war,  is  what  I  will  not  per- 

mn  to  pafs  unubferved,  for  it  is  not  a  fairconftrudion,  nor  can 

it  be  fupporird  by  any  fair  reafoning  or  found  dedudiioiu 

The  zeal  which  has  been  difplayed  by  the  people  of  Eiigland 

is  mod    honourable  to   their  feelings;    it  docs    n^  fpriog 

from  any  approbation  of  the  wa^t  nmch  lefs  from  any  ap« 

probation  of  the  meafures  of  Governnienty  but  that  motive 

which  will  ever  be  infeparable  from  the  bread  of  Englifh* 

meit — a  determined  refolution  to  refift  the   menaces  of  a 

foreign  enemy.     Their  zeal  has  been  difplayed  in  the  maiQ- 

tenance  of  all  that  is  dear  to  them,  in  the  defence  of  their 

country  again  (I  the  threats  of  invafion,  and  in.  the  fupport 

of  its  glory,  and  may  in  truth  be  termed  a  zeal  (hewn  in 

felf- defence.     It  is   not  a  proof   that  they  either  conGder 

the  war   as  originally  neceflary,  or  that  they  approve    of 

the  rpirit  and   temper  of   thofe   negociations  by  which  it 

was   brought  on.     I,   in  common  with    every  one  of  my 

fellow  fubjeds,  partake  of  the  zeal  wbich  I  have  defcribcd, 

and  I  know  that  that  fpecies  of  zeal  is  not  fingular  to  myfelf. 

However  unwifely,  however  unneceflarily  we  plunged  io  the 

war*  that  war  was  immediately  followed  by  the  threat  of  in- 

vafion,  and  the  country  was  brought  into  the  mo({  imminent 

dancer,  according  to  the   belief  of  all  ranks  of  people,  by 

the  Tormidable  preparations  of  the  enemy.    In  that  cafe  is  it 

poifil^le  for  any  man  to  interpret  the  zeal  which  burft  forth 

into  any  other  motive  than  that  of  felf-defence  i*     The  coun- . 

try  at  Urge  (lood  forward  to  protect  themfelves  and  families 

againftthe  danger,  whatever  might  be  the  caufe  from  which 

It  fprung.     If  this  fort  of  zeal  is  lo  be  argued  upon  as  a  proof. 

of  the  popularity  of  the  war,  or  if  Miniflers  are  allowed  to 

consider  it  as  a  proof  of  the  approbation  of  their  meafures* 

then  we  may  fairly  fay  that  it  is  only  necefTaiy  for  Govera-* 

ment  lo  plunge  the  nation  in  the  greateft  poSble  danger*  ta 

#rder  to  obcaiu  the  univerfal  fupport  of  the  people.    The 
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cliaraflcr  of;thc  people  of  England  is  perfcSIy  underftoocf ; 
they  will  always  be  found  ready  in  the  moment  of  danger, 
and  the  greater  and  more  deplorable  the.flate  of  calamiiy  in 
which  the  kingdom  may  be  involved,  the  greater  and  more 
zealous  will  be  their  exertions  for  its  deliverance.  It  is  im^ 
poflible  therefore  that  Miniflers  can  flatter  themfelves  with 
ifie  idea  that  the  manly  and  virtuous  (land  whjch  the  people 
have  made  in  a  cafe  of  life  or  deaths  was  in  any  (hape  c6n« 
nested  with  the  caufes  of  the  war,  the  negotiations  wiih 
which  it  was  accompanied,  or  the  time  at  which  it  was 
brought  on.  In  truth,  no  fjmptom  of  approbation  has  b<ren 
ibewn  in  any  part  of  the  country,  nor  was  it  even  received 
in  Parliament  with  any  decided  marks  of  applaufe;  for  though 
in  the  firft  addrefs  Miniflers  did  obtain  the  fandion  of  the 
Houfe,  yet  it  was  in  very  general  terms,  and  thefe,  in  a  fub- 
foquent  debate,  were  <}ualified,  by  many  connderable  perfons, 
with  objeftions  to  the  condu3  of  the  negotiations,  fo  as  to 
(hew  that  ix  was  the  general  opinion  that  the  war  might  have 
been  avoided.  I  therefore  contend,  that  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  to  the  prefent  moment,  whatever  difplay  of 
fpirit,  exertion,  and  zeal  has  been  made  by  the  country,  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  caufe  of  tlie  war,  and  much  lefs  with 
the  conduct  of  Miniflers,  Indeed  it  might  be  (hewn  that  the 
exertions  that  have  been  made  by  the  people  arofe  out  of' 
the  inaction  and  incapacity  of  Miniftcrs  themTelves.  The 
want  of  any  ftrong  well  concerted  plan  on  the  part  of  Mini* 
iters  forced  the  people  at  large  to  come  forward  and  defend 
themfelves,  and  I  am  fure  I  fpeak  the  language  of  many 
Gentlemen  who  hear  me,  when  I  fay' that  this  was  the  pre*, 
valent  feeling  in  the  country.  Thofe  who  know  my  charac- 
ter will  not  think  it  neceflary  for  me  to  aflert  that  I  am  as 
zealous  as  any  man  in  defence  of  the  country  from  all  foreign 
attack,  and  as  ready,  in  the  moment  of  danger,  to  forget  the 
caufe  that  led  to  it  ;  but  I  muft  deprecate  all  mifconflrufiion 
of  my  conduct  in  fo  adiing.  Thot)gh  I  am  ready  to  make 
any  facrifice  for  the  independence  of  the  empire,  I'lnuft 
not  therefore  be  conftdered  as  an  abettor  of  the  raOineis, 
ambition,  or  didngenuous  counfels  that  led  us  into  the  dan- 
ger. Perhaps,  Sir,  there  may  be  perfons  who  think,  that  the 
<tanger  of  invafion  was  not  Tq  imminent  as  the  cry  would 
have  made  us  believe,  and  certainly  the  appgighrofion  of  an 
immediate  attack  was  nqt  unrverrally  felt.  This,  however, 
does  not  change,  in  any  refped,  the  naiure  of  the  exertion 
which  was  made  by  ihc  country.  It  was  not  a  panic  of  in* 
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vafion  that  reized  the  people,  notthe  dread  of  being  overrun 
by  the  enemy,  for  in  the  mud  alarming  moment,  they  had 
juft  confidence  in  themfelves,  but  an  univerfal  feeling  that 
St  was  wife  and  prudent  to  be  prepared,  and  a  pretty  general 
cbtividion,  that  in  the  incapacity  of  Minifters  they  mull  look 
to  themfelves.  But,  independent  of  all  real  ground  for  aiarin» 
it  was  impoflible  for  the  country  to  fee  the  parade  that  was 
made  by  Minifters,  and  the  noife  that  was  excited  of  fome 
dreadful  and  gigantic  mifchief  with  which  wewerethreatencdy 
without  being  in  fome  fort  terrified  into  a  belief  of  tbe  reality. 
It  certainly  would  have  juftified  any  Gentleman,  like  Sir 
Chriftopher  Hatton,  to  have  addreifed  the  Miniver  in  the 
very  words  thaiiie  ufes: — 

'«  Ah,  my  noble  friend,  when  1  behold 
"  Yon  tented  plains  in  martial  symmetry 

•*  Array'd 

'*  I  cannot  but  surmise  (forgive,  my  friend, 

•'  If  the  conjecture's  rash)--!  cannot  but 

"  Surause*— the  state  some  danger  apprehends!*' 

I  have  no  objedion  to  this  language,^  and  I  fubfcribe  to  all 
lepotts  which  have  been  made  on  the  threats  of  invafion, 
but  with  two  provifocs  : — i,  that  we  (hall  be  prepared  to 
meet  it,  if  real ;  and  2,  that  fuch  language  (hall  not  be  ufed 
to  excite  needlefs  terror.  If  there  are  feriuus  apprehenftons 
^  that  the  enemy  has  meditated  the  plan  of  an  iovafion,  and 
^  made  or  is  making  formidable  preparations  for  ihat  purpofe, 
and  that  he  hast  weighed  m  his  mind  all  the  probabilities  of 
fuch  an  enterprife,  it  becQmes  indifpenfable  for  this  country 
todevife  the  means  of  effectual  defence.  We  muft  not  con- 
tent ourfclves  with  temporary  ftratagems,  nor  repofe  in  any 
temporary  defence.  We  muft  not  reckon  on  his  coming  in 
the  year  3, or  4,  or  <,  becaufe  if  he  has  meditated  the  fcbeme, 
}\t  will  not  limit  himfelf  to  the  time*  The  plan  once  confi* 
dered  and  determined  ouj  the  attempt  may  be  made  hereafter, 
and  therefore  we  have  no  alternative.  To  temporary  dan- 
ger we  (bould  do  right  to  oppofe  temporary  means  ;  but  for 
permanent  defigns  of  annoyance  we  muft  provide  permanent 
remedies.*— It  is  my  ubjeA,  Sir,  to  draw  the  attention  of  tbe 
Houfe  to  this  view  of  the  fubje£l.  It  certainly  does  appear, 
Ihat  the  french  conflder  by  their  preparations  the  enterprife 
of  an  invaflon  of  this  country  a  pradicable  attempt.  It  can- 
not be  concealed  that  they  have  gone' to  a  great  extent  of  pre- 
paration, and  a  conAderable  part  of  this  may  be  regarded*  as 
<  meant  for  the  purpofe  of  peronaiieot  aaooyance.  Tbe  nation  i« 
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called  upon«  therefore,  to  deviretheiheansof  permanent  Tafcty. 
My  i»otion»  however,  vrill  nut  extend  to  the  general  fyilem 
of  defence,  which  it  n  efiential  to  provide,  but  to  tliai  of 
the  army  only.  In  the  many  difficuhies  thai  aflfail  us  at  this 
moment,  and  which  it  would  be  tedious  and  weartfome  to 
particularife,  I  wifii  to  keep  the  view  of  the  Houfe  to  a  (jrf- 
tem  of  permanent  defence  by  iahd.  I  do  not  wl(h  to  incutn- 
ber  the  queftion  by  inquiring  this  day  into  the  difficulties  that 
prefsupon  ns  refpeAing  the  finances  of  the  country — nor  the 
difficulty  arifing  from  the  want  of  currency  in  Ireland — nor 
thecircumftanceoftheexiftence  to  this  day  of  martial  law 
in  that  country.  I  wifli  to  avoid  all  other  topics  of  in-, 
quiry  this  day,  except  that  of  the  eftablilhment  of  fuch  a 
plan  of  military  defenceas  fhall  be  equal  to  \h^ hofliiedefigo^ 
of  the  enemy,  however  formidable  and  however  pvouz&ed 
they  may  be.  I  wiih  to  bring  the  difcufllon  into  as  narrow  a 
coitipafs  as  pofUble,  and  therefore,  to  conBne  myfelf  to  the 
mere  quettion  of  internal  defence.  I  do  not  even  mean  to 
mix  with  it  any  obfervations  on  the  naval  defence  of  the 
country  ;  nor  Ihall  I  attempt  to  revive  the  difcu  Jions  that 
have  taken  place  on  riie  volunteer  quedion.  That  fubjeft 
has  been  fo  frequently  before  the  Houfe,  that  I  can  only  fay 
what  I  have  before  fu  often  expreOed,  that  the  volunteer  body 
merit  the  moft  grateful  thanks  of  their  country  for  the  exer^ 
tions  they  have  made,  and  that  on  the  motion  with  which  I 
Iball  conclude,  for  a  Committee  toconflder  of  the  beft  means  of 
a  permanent  military  defence,  the  dlaciity,  fpirtt,'  and  perfe* 
verance  of  the  volunteers  will  be  a  good  ground  for  truding 
to  the  fyftem  which  I  mean  to  fu^ed.  la  i\ioving  for  a 
Committee  generally  to  coofider,  I  leave  it  to  other  Gentle- 
men  to  throw  out  what  particular  ob}e^;s  ii  ought  to  em* 
brace,  {t  will  (Irike  the  Houfe,  at  the  outfet,  that  fitch  a 
Committee  will  have  twodiftinfl  objeA^ — i.  The  (olid  in* 
creafe  of  the  regular  military  force,  and  to  remove  the  impe- 
diments that  have  flood  in  the  way  of  its  late  recruitment ;  a* 
The  formation  of  an  irregtilar  but  auxiliary  force  of  a  per- 
manent kind.  As  to  the  firfl,  it  is  impofTibie  for  the  Houfe 
at  this  time  to  know  the  real  {!ktc  of  it.  They  liave  no 
documents  before  them  upon  which  they  can  afcertain  the 
flaie  of  the  regular  army.  Gentlemen  who  have  good  means 
of  information  differ  fo  eflbniially  from  Miniilers  in  tlteeflU 
male  which  they  make  of  the  amount  of  the  regular  army, 
that  it  is  impoffibie  to  judge  between  them.  Accordiog  to 
<tio  aflcrtions  which  have  Ikea  made  in  this  Houfe,  the  re- 
turns 
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tuitks  of  the  infantry  are  fatd  to  be  double  what  oQScers  of  good 
'information  believed  themto  be.  Now  why  is  there  all  this 
enyfiery  and  concealment  on  the  rubjeft  ?  Surely  it  cannot  be 
alleged  that  the  enemy  will  ^ain  any  thing  by  knowing  the 
amount.  The  number  of  battalions  are  known  lo  every  onle. 
The  expence  of  the  eftablifliioent  is  nearly  afcertained,  and  ic 
is  therefore  in  the  power  of  any  military  man,  accuftomtd  to 
thofe  details,  to  calculate  the  force  of  rank  and  61e.  It  ia 
idle,  therefore,  to  attempt  to  make  a  fecret  to  Parliament 
only  of  that  which  is  no  fecret,  and  which  can  be  no  fecret  to 
others.  But  MiniRers  think  it  quite  fufficient  to  fay,  that  the 
regular  force  is  fully  equal  to  what  it  was  at  the  end  of  the  laft 
war.  I  can  only  fay  for  myfelf,  that  it  is  difficult  to  believe 
this  aflertion,  and  alluding  particularly  to  Ireland,  in  which 
they  aflert  the  regular  force  to  be  eqdal,  I  fairlyiay,  I  do  not 
believe  it,  if  you  take  into  the  account  of  regulars,  the  mi« 
litia  and  Britilh  fencible  regiments  then  in  Ireland.  At  the 
end  of  the  laft  war,  the  amount  of  the  military  force  in  Ire- 
land, of  thefedefcciptions,  was  between  50  and  60,000  men.  Is 
it  poflible  to  believe  that  there  is  at  this  time  an  eqiial  num- 
ber ?  With  refpe£l  to  acceflary  force,  fuch  as  artillery,  guns, 
horfeSy  and  drivers,  it  is  confiderably  higher  than  at  the  end 
of  the  lad  war,  if  we  are  to  trjuft.  to  Miniders*  fpeecbas;  but 
as  I  am  incredulous  on  the  fubjed,  I  wifh  it  to  be  madeap* 
parent  by  documents  laid  before  the  Committee.  Before  I 
go  on,  however,  I  muft  advert  to  an  obfervatxon  that  may  be 
made,  that  I  of  all  men  ought  not  to  complain  if  the  ranks 
ihould  be  thin,  becaufe  I  was  for  keeping  down  the  peace 
eftablifhment.  It  is  mod  true  that  Iwasforkeepingdown  the 
peace  eftabli(hment ;  and  I  was  fo  upon  the  grounds  takea 
by  Minifters  theitifelves.  They  did  not  demand  a  greater  ef> 
tablifhment  than  they  obtained — they  gave  the  Houfe  the 
moft  folemn  aflurances  of  continuance  of  peace,  and  there- 
fore, the  ground  was  fpecifically  different  from  what  it  is 
now,  and  I  am  juflified  in  faying  what  I  have  always  main- 
tained, that  the  economy  of  a  low  eflabiifhment  in  time  of 
profound  peace  is  the  fure  and  beft  means  of  enabling  us  to 
provide  an  adequate  force  in  time  of  war.  But  in  time  of 
peace  that  old  conftitutional  force,  the  militia,  in  favour  of 
which  fomany  of  my  moft  refpediable  friends  are  fuch  wardii 
admirers,  was  recommended  as  excellent  in  its  principle  : 
and  I  know,  that  thefe  perfohs  think  we  ought  ever  to  have 
in  view  that  force  as  our  chief  dependence  for  internal  de- 
fenpe.    No  nan,  however,  will  fay,  that «  militia  can  be  al- 
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together  equal  to  a  regular  armyy  fince  an  army  that  has  not 
fe^n  adual  fervice,  cannot  be  equal  to  an  army  thar  hits  feen 
it.     For  the  great  purpofe^  therefore,  of  a  permanent  de- 
fence againft  the  meditated  plan  of  attack,  theincreafe  of  the 
regular  force,  or  th6  provifion  of  an  elementary  force,  which 
would  always  come  in  aid  of  It,  is  the  defideratum  to  be  ob« 
tained  ;  and  what  I  complain  of  is,  that  our  efforts  have  not 
b^n  wifely  devoted  to  that  purpofe ;  every  regulation  has  been 
calculated  to  counteract  the  recruiting  of  the  regular  army— 
and  with  thefe  impediments  in  the  way  of  the  regulars,  tc  is 
impofllble  that  they  (bould  get  them.  Ii  is  natural  to  think  that 
on  the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  there  muft  be  always  fometron- 
tra£lion  of  the  manufaflures  of  a  nation;  fome  diminution  of 
the  commerce,  fome  jSart  of  its  population  thrown  dut  of 
employihent,  and  that,  confequently,  men  are  to  be  had  by  ' 
the  regular  army  without  much  di£Bculty.  So  it  would  be  per- 
haps upon  a  good  fyftem  ;  but  when  I  am  told  that  this  has 
happened,  and  that  men  are  to  be  got  by  the  regulars  at  tea 
guineas,  when  the  army  of  referve  are  giving  50, 1  muft-  fay 
that  I  do  not  believe  it.    Human  nature  is  the  fame  at  alt 
times;  and  I  cannot  believe  that  the  people  of  thiscoumry 
are  fo  little  capable  of  calculation,  or  fo  foolifli,  as  to  accept 
of  the  fmaller  fum  when  the  greater  is  to  be  had.  ,  It  is  ia 
vain  to  refid  plain  and  iimple  truths.     Men  are  not  to  be 
bubbled  with  theories  which  contradiA  human  reafon.   You 
muft  put  an  end  to  every  fooliOi  impediment  that  (tands  in 
the  way  of  recruiting  the  regular  force,  if  you  expc6l  ir  to  fuc- 
peed.     You  cannot  hope  to  get  men  by  the  ordinary  bounty  ' 
which  the  regulars  offer,  while  a  competition  is  maintained 
fo  exceflive  *,  and  it  is  not  that  inequality  only  which  you 
have  to  remove,  but  a  much  more  ferioiis  obftacle,  and  upon 
the  folly  of  which  I  never  heard  one  Gngle  military  man  to 
differ,  I  mean  the  monftrous  error  of  enlifting  men  for  life. 
Is  it  not  a  moft  Angular  thing,  that  this  Ihould  be  the  only 
country  in  Europe  in  which  this  pra£tice  prevails?     In  all 
the  great  military  e(labli(hments  on  the  Continent  no  fuch 
thing  is  attempted.     In  countries  the  moft  defpotic,  where 
governments  of  tyranny  demand  moft  the  fervice  of  uncon- 
diuoual  fubmiflion,  and  where  it  may  be  fuppofed  the  Go« 
vernment  would  give  the  greateft  facility  to  perpetuating  the 
fervice,  no  fuch  thing  has  been  attempted.     But  in  the  freeit 
country  in  Europe, in  that  country  which  boafls  of  thd  vigilance 
and  care  which  it  exercifes  by  law  over  the  perfonsand  pro-< 
perties  of  the  peoiple,  is  it  not  monftrous  that  this  (hould  be 
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f  he  only  place  where  men  are  fo  enlifted  i  In  England  the 
Uw  impofes  reftratnts  upon  perfons  with  refpeA  to  the  ftlte* 
naiiun  of  tlieir  properly.  A  man  in  many  cafes  cannot  dif* 
pofe  of  his  property  ;  and  noperfon  under  the  age  of  21  c«n 
^lieiiate  any  part  of  his  eftatc.  Nay,  moA  unwifety  in  my 
i»ind»  both  fexcs  are  reftrained  from  dtfpofing  of  their  per* 
fons  in  marriage  long  after  they  have  attained  an  age  when 
nature  dtdates  to  them  the  propriety  of  doing  (b.  But  tbougb 
they  cannot  give  away  their  properties,  nor  even  yield  to  the 
boneil  and  generous  affedJons  of  the  heart  in  difpofin  of 
their  perfdns  in  marriage  without  the  confent  of  their  pa- 
rents, they  may,  by  law  in  this  free  land^  fell  themfelves  at 
any  age  into  military  bondage  for  iheir  natural  lives  !  It  is 
a  monftrous  folecifm  ;  it  is  a  (lain  upon  ouc  miUtary  code  ; 
^ad,  like  every  other  grofs  and  abfurd  pradice,  it  ferves  to 
impede  inftead  of  promoting  the  fervice.  Fur  what  is  it  but 
this  contradl  for  life  that' renders  this  fervice  fo  terrific  to 
every  parent  and  to  every  relative  ?  Every  Gentleman  muft 
have  had  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  the  effed  which  it 
has  Upon  the  hearts  of  fathers  and  mothers,  even  in  the  very 
loweit  claiTes  of  fociety.  They  muflhave  feen  with  what 
agony  they  Iiave  heard  of  their  fon's  enlifiing  for  life  ;  and 
with  what  eagernefs  they  hoard  up  frottt  their  (canfy  earnings, 
a  fum  to  buy  him  off;  with  what  earned  fupplications  they 
pray  for  his  relief*  And  why  is  all  this?  but  that  by. tbt 
nature  of  this  engagement,  made  by  a  youth  in  a  giddy  mo* 
nient,they  iconfider  him  as  cut  off  from  their  family  forever; 
cut  oflFfrom  theerljfoyment  of  all  the  q»iet  bleifings  they  in- 
tended for  him,  or  from  the  exertions  by  which  their  owB 
toils  were  to  be  eafed,  and  their  old  age  proiefbed ;  becaufe 
they  confidcr  his  enliding  for  life  as  tantamoum  to  civil  anni- 
hiUiion;  but  wouldit  be  foifthecontrad  werelimited  to  acer* 
tain,and  thata  fliort  period?  On  the  contrary,  wouldit  not  dif- 
pofo  many  a  parent,  not  merely  in  the  loweit  ckfles  of  fociety, 
but  even  farmers  and  tradefmen,  to  confent  to  a  fon's  entering 
into  the  fervice,  or  of  viewing  his  entrance  with  complaceocy, 
if  thinking  him  perhaps  a  little  too  unfteady  for  their  occu* 
pations,  they  knew  that  his  military  career  wouki  be  over 
in  a  certain  number  of  years,  and  that  he  might  then  return 
tathem  wtih.a  mind  improved  by  the  knowledge  of  the  world; 
and  wiih  habits  ufefui  to  his  future  life  ?  If  the  abfurd  prac* 
li^  viero  doneaway,  is  it  to  be  apprehended  that  any  confi* 
derable  number  of  good  men  would  be  loft  at  the  expiration 
of  their  terms ;  and  is  there  any  juft  reafon  to  dread  that  they 
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fliould  dilband  in  numbers  at  one  time  ?     Againd  bojh  evils 
eafy  provifions  might  be  made.     Good  foldiers  would  not  be 
likely  to  quit  the  fervice.    Men   are  fond  of  that  in  which 
they  exircl  ;  a  new  bounty,  hope  of  promotion,  or  perhaps 
in  fbme  cafe?  an  increafe  of  pay,  would  be  an  irrefiftible 
temptation  ;  and  as  to  a  general  difbanding,  that  might  be  ea- 
fily  avoided,  and  would  of  courfe  be  fo  if  the  nature  of  en- 
Hfting  was  made  uniform.    New  modes  mu(i  undoubtedly  be 
tried — for  hitherto  no  plan  has  fucceeded.   The  breach  of  the 
peace  was  announced  fo  long  ago  as  the  beginning  of  March, 
and  hoftiliiies  began  in  May  lail.     We  are  now  within  three 
weeks  of  a  twelvemonth  at  a3ual  war,  and  what  fuccefs  have 
we  made  in  creating  a  regular  army?     It  is  faid,  that  one 
great  evil  is  removed  by  putting  an  end  to  the  abufe  of  rank. 
Officers  cannot  now  get  more  than  one  (lep.     This  is  fome^ 
thing,  but,  with  all  poflibld  refped  for  the  vigilance  with 
vrhich  office  is  adminiilered  at  this  time,  I  do  not  think  it 
poflible  altogether  to  check  the  abufe  of  rank.     There   will 
be  erafion  of  the  rules  if  tHe  leaft  loophole  is  permitted  in  that 
which  is  fo  pernicious  to  the  fervice.     Nothing  eiFedual  can 
be  done  in  the  way  of  recruiting  the  regular  army  without 
radical  reforms.   There  muft  be  no  competition  for  men»  no 
btiying  them  by  extravagant  bounties,  and  no  enliiling  for 
life.    The  army  of  referve  mud  be  totally  fufpended,  and  the 
militia  be  fufFered  quietly  to  melt  down  to  its  proper  level.--* 
With  refped  to  an  acceflary  force,  I  think  there  (hould  be  a 
more  general  armament  than  that  of  the  volunteers.    1  will 
not  fay  to  what  length  the  fyftem  might  have  gone,  indeed, 
if  it  had  not  been  checked  by  Government  in  every  way,  and 
by  every  fpcciesof  perfecuiion.     They  rcTifted  their  right  of 
reflgnation  until  they  were  compelled  to  yield  to  it,  and  in  xhb 
fame  manner  they  fought  every  privilege  for  which  the  volun- 
teers contended,  and  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  the  ads 
under  which  they  enrolled  thcmfelves.     In  this  way  the  Go- 
vernment certainly  laboured  to  their  utmoft  to  damp  the  zeal 
of  the  volunteers,  if  their  zeal  could  be  damped  by  any  thing 
which  Minifters  could  do.     But  without  infringing  on  the 
volunteer  fyftcmi-  I  wifli  to  go  further,  and  to  propolie  a  ge- 
neral  arming  of  the  peafamry  of  the  united   kingdom ;  a 
force  which,  thotigh  not  fo  good  as  the  voiuifteers,   as  to 
fighting  in  battalion,   will  yet   be  of  infinite  value  for  the 
kind  of  attack  with  which  we  are  threatened.    I  do  npt  with 
to  propofe  the  training  of  the  peafantry  to  the  ufc  of  arms  in 
the  hope  of  iiiing  them  as  an  army  ;  but  it  is  a  great  thing  to 
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embody  all  the  phyfical  force  of  the  country,  and  to  foroi  rt 
into  a  (hape  which  might  be  contributory  to  the  regular  force. 
.  I  (hould  never  have  done  \(  1  were  to  attempt  to  enurocr^ie 
all  the^advantages  which  would  arife  from  arming  the  pea- 
fantry,  and  from  employing  th^m  locally  in  ,thc  defence  of 
their  own  immediate  homes  and  neighbourhoods.  Thofc 
Vfho  have  fecn  the  cunfequencesof  an  armed  peafaatry  in  the 
cafe  of  an  invading  foe,  can  alone  form  an  idea  of  theinefli^ 
mable  value  of  fuch  a  force.  It  fctsa  nation  actually  atedkfe 
againd  the  mod  defperate  attack  of  an  enemy.  An  armed 
peafan'ry,  with  their  geographical  knowledge  of  their  own 
territory^  is  icrefiftible.  It  is  the  natural  drenglh  to  which, 
of  all  oihersi  a  free  people  in  a  cultivated  country  ought  la 
look.  Every  thing  elfe  may  fail  us.  I  he  volunteer  fyftem  may 
relax.  As  the  immediate  danger  difappears,  as  the  threatened 
invaflon  is  protra£led,  the  volunteers  may  melt  away.  Your 
regular  army  would  be  too  fmall  to  guard  every  part  of  fo  ex* 
tenflve  a  coad  ;  but  in  a  country  fo  adapted  to  defence,  fo  po- 
pulous an  armed  peafantry  taking  advantage  of  every  hill,  of 
every  lane,of  every  hedge,  acquainted  with  every  turn  and  pafs, 
vrould  make  it  impoflible  for  any  enemy  to  advance,  or  if  ad- 
vanced to  return.  I  do  not  fpeak  of  iheui  as  of  an  army  to  fight 
battles;  I  fpeak  of  that  furcr  and  more  fatal  fpecies  of  attack, 
which  lljey  would  be  iiidnifle^  to  make  on  an  enemy,  in  which 
they  would  give  them  no  refpite,  and  from  which  the  enemy 
could  have  no  retreat.  In  every  view  of  the  fubjed  it  would  be 
a  mod  political  thing  to  inditute  this  fort  of  force.  In  cafes 
of  emergency,  how  much  eafler  would  it  be  to  difcipline  men 
who  had  been  previonfly  ufed  to  fuitie  fort  of  weapon^  than 
fo  difcipline  men  who  had  never  handled  a  firelock,  and  who 
knew  not  even  by  which  end  to  hold  it,  or  whether  to  draw 
the  lock  or  the  trigger  r  In  the  way  of  recruiting  the  army 
alfo,  if  all  the  youtig  men  were  by  a  general  law  pradifed  to 
the  ufe.of  arms,  though  in  the  mod  unexpenfive  wav,  both 
as  to  money  and  time,  how  much  more  difpofed  would  they 
be  to  enter  into  the  fervice  on  any  prefling  call  of  their 
country  ?  I  know  that  fome  men  pretend  to  deride  the 
fmock-f rocked  foldier,  but  they  will  not  deride  them  who 
have  felt  their  power.  I  do  not  wiQi  you,  however,  t^  piit 
an  end  to  one  force  in  order  to  create  another.  I  wi(h 
this  experiment  to  be  tried,  bccaufe  it  mud  be  of  theut* 
mod  advantage  to  every  part  of  the  fervice,  and  in  every 
podible  date  of  the  country,  both  in  time  of  peace  and  war. 
i  know  that  the  more  you  trud  to  the  people,  the  more  faith* 
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ful  fervice  they  will  render  you,  and  that  arms  can  be  not 
only  put  into  thetr  hands  wiih  fafety,  but  wiih  ufe  in  the  way 
of  preventing  tumult,  of&ffiftihg  the  police,  an!  of  reflrain- 
ing  deprediiion.  I  own  I  think  it  a  moft  dePirable  thing 
to  promote  this  fpecies  of  civil  defence  even  in  time  of  peace, 
thai  the  military  may  not  be  reforted  to  on  every  occafion. 
But  HI  lime  of  war  what  would  be  the  ineftimable  value  of 
fnch  a  force  ?  Snppofe  the  enemy  landed  in  great  and  com- 
manding numbers.  Let  us  fuppofe,  what  however  we  do  not 
believe  will  happen,  thii  the  event  of  a  battle  fhould  bedifaf- 
trous  to  thcEnglih  army.  With  every  poflible  rcfpedl  for 
the  bravery  of  our  trcops,  th':  fuppofition  ought  to  be  ima- 
gined and  the  caUnM  v  guarded  againfl.  In  that  cafe  what 
would  be  the  conftquei.cc  if  you  had  an  armed  peafantry? 
That  the  enemy  would  reap  no  advantage  beyond  the  actual 
field  of  battle.  They  wouM  cverk  after  their  vlQory  remain 
in  a  flatc  of  pofiiive  imporcnce.  Tht  y  could  not  afterwards 
fcour  the  ctnmtry;  they  could  not  fend  to  any  town,  village, 
or  even  to  any  farm  for  a  fmgle  load  of  hay  without  a  de- 
tachment and  an  cfcort.  J  hey  mull  be  broken  into  a 
thoufand  parts  to  provide  ihemfelves  with  food,  and  be  en- 
feebled by  their  divifion;  or  oihcrwife  they  m'tift  be  confined 
to  the  identical  fpoi  of  their  glorv,  while  otjr  own  beaten 
army  would  have  time  to  recover  and  to  reinforce  its  ranks. 
1  flale  it  fairly,  becaufe  we  mu(l  view  both  fides  of  the  qucf- 
tion.  I  he  greatcft  courage  engaged  in  the  bcft  caufe  does 
not  alway>  command  fuc/efs.  But  let  us  view  the  other 
fide.  Suppofe,  what  is  much  more  likely  to  happen,  that  an 
army  of  freemen  fighting  for  the  fecurity  of  all  that  was  dear 
to  them  (honid  be<t  the  invaders.  What  woidd  be  the  Cv)n- 
fequcnce  ofa  fingle  vi^ory  to  them?  The  annihilation  of  the 
enemy!  It  would  not  be  as  it  is  between  contending  armies, 
in  a  martini  territory  where  the  inh.ibiianrs  were  quiet  fpec- 
talors  of  the  battle  ;  hot  here  a  vanquilhe<l  enemy  could  find 
no  (hclicr,  no  fufpenfion,  no  breailiing  time,  no  recovery. 
No  rallying  point  could  be  found  in  a  country  where  every 
m«n  was  armed,  and  where  every  hedge  was  an  entrench- 
ment. I  recommend  this  fpecies  of  defence  the  more  ear- 
neftly  becaufe  it  will  be  the  meansofcorrefling  all  ihe'errors 
into  which  we  have  fallen:  and  I  muft  'ake  blame  to  mvfelf 
iu common  with  other?,  for  having  ft.flxTed  an  aireriion  to 
lUrK*  as  part  r>f  the- preamble  to  the  defence^  bill,  whl\  h  is  tit- 
tetly  untenable  in  conllitu'ional  law.  It  cerikinly  is  impof- 
fible   for  the   members  of  this  Honfc  to  wa^ch  over  every 
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word  and  fentence  of  every  bill  that  is  brooght  in;  and  there* 
fore  the  particular  authors  of  each  bill  are  looked  to  asmore 
peculiarly  refpotifible  for  glaring  errors.     I  believe  that  99 
out  of  100  2&S  pafs  without  being  critically  and  carefullv  cx-^ 
amined,  as  they  ought  to  be,  by  the  members  of  the  Houfe, 
confiftcnt  with  their  ftriA  and  rigid  duty.     But  it  is  in  a  par- 
ticular way  the  duty  ofMiniders,  that  no  bill  Qtall  be  fuficr- 
ed  to  affert  any  falfc  or  dangerous  do£trine,  in  the  perfua- 
fion  that  it  may  pafs  unobfervcd  in  the  hurry  of  legtflatioa. 
In  July  1803,  the  alarm  of  invafion  was  fo  imminent,  ac- 
cording to  Minidcis,  that  the  defence  bill  mud  be  pafied  by 
acclamation  ;  and  the  zeal  of  the  country  being  aroufed  to 
meet  the  invafion,   which  was  to  take  place  in  Augiift»  no 
time  was  to  be  loft  in  weighing  and  judging  of  the  bill. 
Accordingly  I  find  we  overlooked  a  moft  feiious  declaration 
in  the  preamble*  of  the  bill,  and  which  certainly,  if  1  had 
feen,  I  fhould  have  exeited  the  utmoft  efforts  of  my  mind  to 
have  cOrreAed,  namely,  *'  that  the  King  has  a  right  to  com- 
tnand  all  his  Kegc  fubjefls  to  take  up  arms,"  &c.  a  doQrine 
whicli,  to  be  admitted  as  true,  ought  to  hava  been  qualified 
and  defined.     It  may  be  faid  that  his  Majefty  has  the  right 
to  do  juilice ;  but  he  is  to  do  jufticc  according  to  law.     And 
fo  is  the  premgativc  of  calling  forth  his  people  in  arms.     It 
muft  undoubtedly  be  faid  of  any  community,  that  they  oiufl 
poflefs  the   means  of  preferving  themfelves;  and  that,  on 
the  principle  of  the  falus  popuU  fuprema  lex^  the  power  of 
calling  forth  the  phyfical  ftrength   of  the   community  muil 
refidc  in  it;    and  tnat  the  King,  as  the  head,    reprcfents 
this  comtnunity,  and  is  the  organ  of  its  will.     But  this  fpe- 
cies  of  rcafoning  would  juflify  the  moft  arbitrary  aflertions; 
and  all  fuch  reafoning  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution  iKterly 
Teprobates.     I'he  rights   which  our  Sovereign  poflefles  arc 
defined  as  well  as  limited.     And  this  has  been  moftfeniibly 
as  well  as  ably  ilated  by  a  great  Judge,  who    fpeaking  of 
this  fi)rt  of  abftraft  right,  made  ufe  of  tbefe  words — *«  F6r  I 
fieely  declare,  that  ancient  precedents,  unlefs  fupported  by 
modern  ufage,  in  cales  of  prerogative,  have    little  weight 
with  me." — Nothing  can  be  moicirue  than  thefe  words  of 
the  learned  Mr.  Juftice  Foftcr;    and  nothing  can  be  more 
applicable  to  this  ftrange  afTertion  in  the  preamble  of  this 
a6i.     No  fuch  right  can  be  claimed  by  the  King.     No  foch 
right,  hovvcver.it  mav  have  been  part  of  the  undefined  pre- 
rogative in  ancient  times,  can  be  excrcifed  after  the  words 
of  theftatuteinthe25ih  of  Edward  III;  a  ftatute  made  man 
epoch  which  I  refpefl,   bccaufe  the  ftatuics  of  that  period 
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were  marked  by  their  wifdom,  and  by  the^  principles  of 
ibund  legillation.     In  a  flatute  of  that  year  it  is  exprefsly 
declared,  **noperfons  fhal)  be  liable  to  ferve  but  i'uch  as  are 
bound  by  their  tenures."     If,  indeed,  there  wercfuch  a  pre- 
rogative, It  would  be  imprafticable.     '1  he  conftitution  ha« 
wifely  planted  an   infeparable  check  over  the  abufc,  and, 
thank  God,  not  one  of  the  ancient  undefined  prerogatives 
can  he  exercifcd  againft  the  liberties  of  the   people.     To 
what  an  extent,  and  to  what  complete  overthrow  of  every 
thing  for  which  our  anceftors  have  fuccefsfully  contended, 
would  this  right  go?  Money  has  been,  perhaps  by  a  ftiain- 
cd  metaphor,  called  the  iinews  of  war.     If  his  Majefty  had 
the  right  of  commanding  the  military  fervice  of  his  fubjefts, 
he  muft  alfo  be  fuppofed  to  have  the  right  of  maintaining 
them;  and  fo  the  power  of  thepurfe  would  be  taken  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people.     I  ftate  this 
only  to  (hew  how  improper  and  unjuftifiable  it  is  to  intro- 
duce fuch  an  expreflion  into  a  bill,  and  ho\\^.  negligent  it  is 
to  let  it  pafs.     And  it  is  not  in  the  preamble  of  this  aft  only  - 
that  we  fee  a  dangerous  door  open  tcTabufe.     Let  us  look, 
then,atthe  enaftments  of  the  general  defence  aft,  refpefting 
this  prerogative  which  is  aflcrted  to  be  inherent  in  his  Ma- 
jefty.    It  llates  that,  in  the  event  of  invafion,  or  the  appear* 
ance  of  the  enemy  in  force  upon  the  coaft,  it  fhall  be  l^w- 
ful  for  his  Majefty  to  call  out  the  perfons  who  are  enrolled 
under  this  aft  in  the  different  counties;  that  it  (hall  be  law- 
fuUo  call  them  out  in  fuch  proportion  as  Ihall  feem  meet- 
to  place  them  in  any  regiment  of  regulars,  militia,  or  fenci- 
blcs — to  put  them   under  martial  law,  and  march  them  to 
any  part  of  the  coaft,  &c.     This  aft,  therefore,  without  any 
limit  or  qualification  of  rank,  age,  or  ftation,  empowers  the 
King  to  compel   any   individual,  however  unfit  for   mili- 
tary fervice,  to  ferve  in    the   ranks  exaftly   on    tlie  foot- 
ings of  cnlifted    foldiers,  to  he  fubjcft  to   all   tlie    fcveri- 
ties  of  military  duty  and  of  martial  law.  If  this  really  be 
the  prerogative  of  his  Majefty,   it  is  one  which  cannot  be 
contemplated  without  anxiety.    Not  to  fuppofc  the  cxiftence 
of  great  and  violent  abufe,   it  is  fuffiqjcnt  to  know  that  fuch 
power  is  liable  to  abufe;  and  no  man  with  the  fentiments  of 
.  freedom  and  ihe  confidence  of  independence  can  feel  perfeft- 
)y  eafy  to  think  that  to  a  law  fo  unmitigated  and  fo  uuquali- 
fied  he  may  be   fubjeft.    Is  it  po/fihlc  \n  rcfleft  on  fuch  a 
power  without  feeing  how  it  may  be  abu  fed  and  perverted?  It 
iway  be  an  extreme  cafe,  indeed,  to  ftate  that  its  fwecp- 
in^    provifions  give    authority    to    the    King  to    take    the 
^  Prince 
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Priocc  of  Wales^  place  him  under  the  command  of  his  foot* 
nian»  and  march  him  in  that  capacity  againft  the  enemy.  I 
know  that  fuch  a  cafe  is  impoflible,  but  it  illuftrates  the 
boundlefs  authority  which  the  ad:  confers,  and  which  in  ma^. 
ny  indances  it  is  quite  eafy  to  conceive  might  be  exercifed. 
l^igbt  not  a  tradefman  or  a  farmer  be  hurried  away  from  his 
family  and  occupations,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  a 
corporal  or  ferjeaor,  their  own  fervants  ?  Pcrfans  of  every 
fituation  may  be  pitched  upon  by  malice  or  by  revenge,  and 
fcnt  to  pcrfornr  military  fervice  for  which  ihey  a^e  unfit.  I 
fee  that  fuch  a  fcheme  of  things  does  Ire  open  to  abufe,  and 
the  monftrous  abufe  and  injufticc  with  which  the  execution  of 
it  would  be  attended,  mufl  have  prevented  the  attempt  to 
carry  it  into  efFe A  at  all.  I  do  not  underftand  exa£tlv  the 
mode  in  which  thefe  provifions  are  to  be  reduced  to  practice. 
If  (he  quota  of  men  to  be  furniihed  by  a  parifh  was  to  be 
fixed  by  ballot,  the  inconvenience  might  frequently  be  very 
greats  even  where  a  fenfe  of  abufe  did  not  aggravate  the  cafe. 
1  he  ballot  might,  without  any  diftiniElion  of  rank,  age,  or 
circumdances,  compel  any  man  to  ferve  in  perfon.  In  truth, 
a  principle  more  inconfifteni  with  that  found  and  rational 
equality  which  all  laws  and  all  human  inOitutions  ought 
to  aim  at  in  tne  impofltion  of  burdens,  never  was  devifed.  In 
pra£)ice  it  mufl  be  produdive  of  extreme  inequality,  hard* 
(hip  and  grievance.  From  a  true  eqtiality  the  principKsof 
fubordination  flow,  but  in  the  opcra»ion  of  fuch  meafures  as 
this,  all  diftin£)ions  are  annihilated,  snd  every  thing  is  le- 
velled under  the  difcretion  of  the  Crown.  Indeed  Minifters 
on  fume  occafions  have  acknowledged  enough  to  (hew  that 
ihey  were  themfelves  convinced  that  the  general  defence  adk 
could  not  be  canied  into  pra6\ice.  It  was  faid  by  one 
of  them,  that  the  defence  a^  would  "  have  given  way  ;'* 
and  fo  it  mnft,  for  fuch  extravagant  powers  could  not  have 
been  exercifcd  without  an  abufe  that  would  have  proved  fa- 
tal to  the  nieafure.  But  dill  MiniHerfi  contended  it  had  been 
of  ufe,  as  it  backed  the  volnnieer  fyRem.  What?  was  it 
then  thought  neceffary  to  goad  the  people  of  this  country  for- 
ward in  the  defence  of  their  houfes,  iheir  property,  and  their 
liberties,  by  the  terror  of  thnfe  fevere  provifions?  I  am  cer- 
tain that  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  required  no  fuch  fpur.  Why 
fuch  bugbears  then?  Why  thus  compel  the  voluntecrson, 
like  a  front  rank  by  the  bayonet  of  that  bthitul  it  ?  Bui  in 
xtuxh  what  was  this  bugbear  ? — Miniflers  admit  that  this  a£l 
mi«jht  have  given  way!     What  was  the  value  of  this  threat, 
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this  (limulus  of  the  general  defence  aA  which  had  its  ufe  ? 
At  any  rate,  if  the  people  wanted  a  fpur,  as  they  do  not,  would 
you  employ  a  menace,  which  in  fad  had  in  it  nothing  that 
could  really  alarm  ?  At  Jeaft  you  ought  not  to  threaten  what 
you  cannot  enforce.  I  remember  an  anecdote  of  one  of  yout 
predecedbrSy  Sir,  who  is  allowed  to  have  maintained  tlic  dig- 
nity and  authority  of  the  chair,  in  a  manner  fuperior  to  all 
thofe  who  went  before  him,  however  he  may  have  yielded  to 
thofe  who  have  come  after  him.  It  was  a^cuftom  with  that  pcr- 
fon,  (Mr.  Speaker  Onflow)  when  any  Member  was  guilty  of 
an  irregularity,  to  cry,  "Take  care,  Sir,  or  I  will  name  you." 
And  on  one  occauon  a  Member  ventured  to  whifper  the 
Speaker,  **  And  what  would  be  the  confequence  if  you 
did  name  me  ?"  The  Speaker  replied,  *'  God  only  knows.** 
Now  in  the  fame  manner  Minifters  have  thought  it  conve- 
nient to  keep  up  the  terror  of  the  general  defence  a6t,  in  or- 
der to  ilimUlate  the  volunteers;  yet  they  are  fenfible  that 
the  menace  would  fail  them,  and  if  they  were  to  be  aiked, 
what  would  be  the  confequence  of  their  threat  ?  their  'an- 
fwer  would  be,  "  God  only  knows ;"  for  no  man  could 
think  of  piittina  in  praftice  a  meafure  fo  pregnant  with  op- 
preilion  and  injuftice.  In  the  volunteer  bill,  which  was  late- 
•  Jy  fo  much  the  fubjed  of  difcuffion  in  the  Houfe,  it  was  ar- 
gued to  be  unjud  that  a  farmer  fhould,  againft  his  will,  be 
deprived  of  the  labour  of  his  fervant ;  and  this  proviiion,  I 
underftand,  has  been  altered  in  the  other  Houfe.  But  in- 
deed it  was  of  little  confequence  to  talk  of  the  hardftiip  of 
the  farmer  being  deprived  of  his  fervant,  if  he  himfelf  was 
liable  to  be  taken,  and  fent  to  ferve  in  the  army  or  militiii> 
in  Cornwall,  or  Northumberland,  or  any  other  place  the 
moft  remote  from  his  abode.  But,  in  truth,  the  very  atro^ 
City  of  the  faft  made  it  irapoffible  to  put  it  in  executioa  ;  fo 
that,  in  reality,  it  was  as  little  calculated  to  be  ufeful,  as 
it  was  altogether  unneceilary  as  a  fVimulus  to  the  zeal  and  to 
the  patriotifm  of  the  country.  Having  feen,  therefore,  that 
the  general  defence  aft  was  neither  neceflary  in  urronmp 
nor  could  be  of  any  avail  as  a  bugbear,  what  pradicai  good 
was  it  calculated  to  afford  in  ilrcngthening  our  means  of 
repelling  invafion  ?  I  have  repeatedly  ftatcd  in  this  Houfe, 
that  I  conceived  it  defirabic  that,  in  addition  to  our  other 
means  of  defence,  we  fliould  have  an  armed  peafantry. 
Minifters  themfelvesgrt  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  an  armed  pea- 
fantry may  be  of  ufe  to  back  the  volunteers,  as  the  latter. wiih 
be  ot  fervice  to  back  the  regular  army.  Tliey  have  never,  • 
however,  propofcd  any  ralional  praiSlical  mean?  by  which  . 
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thiS'iidviw4{«c  ^ai^  be  obuined/    I/tt  u$,  tU^^onj,  Jjp.^^n^^ . 
tb^  Cc>n)«nit&ee»  .wAdifcufs  the  fubjeS./  ^'  us,tl^;c^tjy  |(j^ 
wc  caB»4>^d€Yife  ibme  uigd/e.  of  ftrqngtbemngkn4cQnpj;in-^, 
ing;wbatfvcr  Is.well  conceived  in  thc.picfcnt  fyftcppryip- 
fence*  by  Uiat  which  all  confider   uleful  an^  .  imporj^io^ 
ihiiugb  ii^  different  degrees*     Let  us  th^re  difcpfs  J^bw  tbe  ] 
pQiiC^iUry-are  to  be  called  out,  arnied*  and  arrayed.,  '  Let  us  ^ 
difpufs  Ik>w,  in  cafe  of  emergency,  they  arc  to  be  employed  ;^ 
how  hVf  if  jBie-arms  cannot  be  found,  pikes  may  not  with', 
advantage  be  put  ini.>their  hands  ;  and  whether  it  may  be'her^ 
ceflary  to  place  themumler  martial  law^orby  what  other  isod^^' 
th^  may  b«  rendered  fubjcft  to  difcipline.   Thefe  are  iit.ob* 
je^s  for dticuilivMi  in  the  Committee*  and  therealoqe,  indeed* 
c»ji  thi^y  bedifcuiredwiih  advantage^  Theretbo  wemay  rcvifiji 

-     anieod^.  and  improve  the  difFf  rent  meaures  that  have  already 
been  paffed  for  the  public  defence ;  there  we  may  cor  reft' 

^  tkeir  errors,  remove  their  contradiAions,  and  increafe  their 
ttk&,  I  have  already  hinted  the  general  importance  of  caiU 
iog  forth  ~ he. exertions  of  an  armed  peafantry,  and  in  this» 
even  they,  who  hink  more  highly  of  the  volunteers  will  pcr- 
fedly  concur*  becjufe  the  armed  peafantryarenot  intended  to 
fuperfede  the  volunteers.  As  to  a  detailed  plan  on  this  head,  I  da 
not  proppfe  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  any  at  prefect.  IsJetther 
am  I  prepared  to  fay  bow  far  this  fervice  (hould  be  voluntarj 
or  compulfory.  That  xht  voluntary  zeal  of  the  country  wpi.  Id 
fnpply  every  thing  that  could  be  defired  I  am  perfeAly  eon<- 
vinced.  At  •  the  (ame  time  if  it  fiiould  be  thought  neceilary 
IP  make  the  fervice  in  fume  degree  compulfory,  I  will  not 
fay  that  it  might  not  be  proper  to  make  fome  provifion  fois 
it,  Neverthelefs,  the  means  of  calling  forth  that  aid  rauft 
be  freed  from  that  injnftice  and  inequality  to  which  the  go- 
neral  idefence  zGt  would  now  be  liable.  How,  Hkewife,  is  Ibis 
force  io  be  *rmcd  ?  And  if  mulket&  cannot  be  furDilhed.tO 
all,  ftircly  thofe  who  are  mod  inclined  to  defpi.fe  thcpike* 
moil  admit  that  the  pike  is  a  much  better  weapon  than  fpades 
or  pitch-f^irk*?,  with  which  alone  the  peafantry  are  now 
armed,  evf  h  were  they  fo  arrayed  and  onganiTed  as  to  be 
capable  of  being  employ rd  w:th  cffeft%  Thefe,  however, 
and  many  other  qtiel^ions  which  are  naUirally  CDnne£ied  with 
the  fubjed,  and  which  will  no  doubt  be  liiore  particulailyrni- 
firted  tfpon  this  evening,  will  be  proper  for  the  cohfidetatian 
of  the  Committee,  which  it  is  the  purpofe  ofmymo^Sonfo 
iiifliiute.  1  fhall  therefore  conclude  with  moving,  "  THti " 
It  be  lefcrred  to  a  Commttiee  to  rcvife  the  fevcrtl  Mk 
IvbicU  h-ve   jiairvd' this    Houfe,   during  fhc  hft'and^pf<t>- 
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fcnt  fcffiorrs  of  Parliamenf»  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
and  to  conffder  of  fuch  further  tneafures  as  may  be  neceflary* 
to  render  the  faid  defence  more  contptete  and  permanent.'* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — Sir,  I  am  induced  to 
offtt  myfidif  to  your  notice  at  this  moment,  rather  than  at 
a  inqre  advanced  period  of  the  debate,  for  the  purpofe  of 
ct>mbating  the  arguments  which  tlie  hon.  Gentleman  has 
Hrged  at  confideraMe  length,  in  fupport  of  one  of  the  moft 
txtraoidinary  motions,  that,  within  my  parliamentary  ex- 
perience, has  ever  been  fubmitted  to  the  coniiderjition  of  this 
Houfe.  I  have  another  inducement  alfo,  ariiing  from  fome 
incidental  circumftances  in  the  fpeech  you  have  juft  heard» 
for  irefpaffing,  at  this  early  hour,  upon  the  attention  of  Gcn- 
f  lemen.  The  lion.  Gentleman  has  alluded  to  the  zeal  and 
unanimity  which  at  prefent  (even  he  is  candid  enough  to 
eotifefs)  pervadtes  all  ranks  and  clafles  of  fociety;  but  his 
approbation  is  qualified  by  the  obfcrv^tion,  that  it  is  a  zeal 
and  unanimity  iolely  to  bfe  attributed  to  the  fear  of  in* 
vafion ;  infeiring  thereby,  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters; 
neither  by  their  meafures  nor  their  condu^,  have  conduced 
either  to  excite  or  maintain  it.  The  h6n.  Gentleman  has 
Adverted  to  fome  difcuflions  which  took  place  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  ;  but  it  muft  be  in  the  recollefHoxl 
of  Gentlemen,  that  the  obfervations  which  fell  from  htm 
on  one  of  thole  occafions,  drew  forth  the  reprehcnfion  of 
the  Houfe ;  on  another  qucftion,  I  had  the  benefit  of  that 
hon.  Gentleman's  fupport.  When  a  motion  was  made,  iht 
.tendency  ot  which  was  to  condemn  me  and  my  colleagues 
for  engaging  in  the  wnr,  that  hon.  Gentleman  refufed  to 
fxjpport  it.  By  his  vote  on  that  queflion,  he  did,  in  the 
fulleft  and  moll  unqualified  manner,  abfolve  and  acquit  US 
entirely  from  the  guilt  of  having  commenced  that  war* 
But,"  Sir,  we  do  not  depend  for  our  juftification  on  the  ac- 
cidental approbation  of  that  hon.  Gentleman,  great  as  the 
cliedk  of  his  approbation  might  be.  We  build  it  on  much 
more  folirl  and  extended  grounds,  the  almoft  unanmous' 
▼ote  of  this  Houfe,  by  which  it  has  been  fanflioned  and 
confirmed.  I  come  now  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's  prefent 
motion,  certainly  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  that  has 
been  ever  brought  before  this  Hoafe,  for  which  there  is  no 
precedent  in  the  parliamentary  hillory  of  this  country,  to 
which  there  is  nothing  analogous  in  the  parliamentary  ufages 
of  the  country^  and  which  I  am  well  juftified  in  defcribing 
as  ^  meafure  moft  uncommon  and  extraordinary,  when 
coupled  with  the  ftrange  and  fincular  matter  that  the  hon. 
•   Vol..  II.  1803*4*  4C  GenClcmna 
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.  GentlemaQ  has  contrived  to  tBix^^  with  it    The  YA>)eJ9t  m 

S'  i&  Q^ioo  isjt9  ^ippoiflt  a  Cpmmittort  to  vevifi'-ttt^^fti 
\fki  lifVi^  becA  p^geid  for  4be  defipnce  of  tbe.ci>iMiiry,tib8 
to  consider  and  provide  adequate  meana  for*  llie .  pnmAioit 
of.U  io  fi,4urf«'  Sir^  there  is.no  man  in  th»>  Hotftij^^^friRl 
Qiore  hig^iy  values  the  privileges  of  Parliament  tixwk  hAc^ 
(Here  i$,no  man  in.  the  lloufc  who  will  bamore  reaiif  M 
ailert  aod  maintain  them.  1  know  that  hj  the  conftitstkM^ 
^.  ^  invefted^  anid  it  is  fitting  it  Ihould  be«  vith  very  gtM 

Snd  extensive  powers*  and  I  will  not  deny  its  right  to  inftl«* 
jie  a  Committee  for  the  purpofes  that  are  jpropofed.    But^ 
Slr»  while  I  admit  the  power  of  the  Houie  to  do  this*  I 
tliink  I  may  lafeiy  apply  to  the  diicretion  of  Gentleaieov^ 
tl!i:a  they  will  not»  by  ihpporting  the  motion,  countenanod 
the  eftablil^ment  of  a  Committee,  which,  in  its  proceedtngs 
and  refult,  muit  terminate,  an4  become,  lo  all  intents  udl 
pprpofes,  a  Comfxiiitee  of  a  purely  military  nature.     Such 
a  Committee  woiald  be  rather  a  nov^l  and  uncommon  mode 
of  m^nifeding  either  the  authority  or  the  prudence  of  thUf 
Houfe,  and  one  to  whichp  I  am  perfuaded,  it  will  not  cafiijf 
secur,  except  upon  much  ftronger  grounds  than  the  bon» 
Gentleman  ha$  brought  forward  in  fupport  of  his  motioo 
ofthis  night.     Ther^  is  fomething   peculiar  alfo  in  the 
ipatter.of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  motion.     For  rea(bnsp«*L 
^  culiar  to  himfplf,  no  doubt,  but  which  the  Houfe  wiii  Jiay^* 
little  difficulty  in  guefling  at,  he  has  totally  omitted  ^it 
liiention  or  allu^oa  whatever  to  the  navy,  and  has  whaily^ 
excluded  from  his  confederation  the  four  hundred  Ihotiftitid* 
volunteers,  compoiing  fo  eflential  a  part  of  our  meaii»  a£' 
defence    But  this  peculiarity  is  not  to  be  cxclufively  appro^/ 
priated  to  the  purport  of  his  motion,  or  the  various  ditiatls' . 
that,  it  IS  intendea  to  embrace.     He  has  fo  woiided  it^as  io. 
take  in  all  defcriptions  of  perfons  in  this  Uoufe^  wilh.cali* 
their  floating  and  contradidory  opinions ;  one  man  c)jjefiU* 
ing  to  too  great  an  exteniion  of  one  part  of  our  forcc««do« 
tber  lamenting  any  attempt  at  its  diminution  ;  fotfie  tc«9iD«.^ 
mending  a  greater  and  fome  a  leiTer  addition  to  the  ngfihie 
a^my,  and  others,  who  differ  us  to  what  particular  fpedesof 
mval  force  we  fhould  employ  i  fome  preferring  a.  iatgci 
i^umber  of  fmall  vefiels,  and  fonoe  a  fmall  number  dF  iarg^^ 
v;eircis  j  kir,  all  thefe  the  hon.  Gentleman  h^s  fquml  OKaM 
to  gratify,  in  their  indiridual  caprices  aivd  opimoAa».afid  Uk 
inctude  them  all  within  the  cuippai^  of  this. fweeping  arid 

giheral  motion.    I  come  iiow  to  another  pari  of.  tJie.buBt' 
enUenif^n's  arj[fiment|,  jd  which,  hp  ha;  (aid  thaisbl^dHl. 
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nAi  attach  inuch  credit  'to  ihfe  apprelicnfion  of  irrvifior/i 
T^botu  Gentlettian,  as  I  ftat^d  befbre,  has  beef)  pteaf<^d 
to. declare,  that the'7>refent  utiantinfty  a|6fc'ctitii^ly.froin 
tiiea£bial  danger  t)f  the^oontry .    I  know  not  by  ^hat  dex- 
terity of  argument  the  bon.  GefitPeman  wiH-  be  able  to  r^« 
condle  thofe  two  obfervations,  that,  as  hci  fays,  there  fs  no 
danger  of  invafion,  and  again,  that  our  unanimity  is  entirely 
owing  to  it.     Nor  am  I  very  folicitous  ort  that  head,  )«^hcn 
1  recoiled,  that  during  the  laft  war,  that  hon.  Gentleman 
continually  aflerted,  that  it  was  the  injuftice  of  that  v^at 
^hich  prevented  us  from  being  unanimous  tlien.     During 
that  war,  I  believe  it  cannot  be  imputed  to  that  hbn.  Gen- 
tleman, that  he  ever  came  forward  with  any  projpoiitibn  to 
avert  any  danger  with  which  the  country  might  have  beca 
menaced ;  nor  during  the  adlual  hoftility,  has  he  ever  fa- 
voured his  Majcfty*s  Minifters  with  any  projeA  or  fugget 
tion  of  his,  or  given  them,  in  any  ^ay  whatever,  the  ad* 
vantage  of  his  great  talents.    Indeed  the  hon.  Gentl^maii 
has  faid,  that  if  Minifters  had  frankly  communicated  to  hiin 
tbat  they  were  really  apprehenfive  of  danger,  he  Would 
have  concurred  in  any  augmentation  to  the  public  fofbe 
they  might  have  thought  neceflary  for  the  public  defence. 
Bot,  Sir,  was  it  neceilary  that  this  fhould  have  been  made 
the  fubjeft  of  particular  and  fpecific  communication  to  him^ 
dr  to  any  thinking  man  in  this  country  ?    Is  it  pollible  thajt 
boiu  Gentleman  would  have  fliut  his  eyes,  and  clbfed  up  hia 
enlightened  mind  againft  the  adive,  unceaiing,  and  immo* 
derate  ambition  of  France,  fiimulated  and  invited  to  the 
exertion  of  that  ambition,  and  pofieifing  the  means  of  gra- 
tifying it,  in  the  pofleilion  of  fo.  rnany  hundred  leagues  ol 
teA  coaft,  extending  almoft  from  the  Texel  to  the  Adriatic  ?. 
Ih  the  courfe  of  the-  hon.  Gentleman's  fpeech  he  has  ad- 
verted, but  with  a  partialhy  I  have  reafon  to  complain  of^ 
to  the  declarations  of  Minifters  refpefting  the  probable  du-, 
tatimf  of  the  peace  of  Amiens.     Sir,  we  never  did  pledge, 
otnftlves  for  the  continuance  of  that  peace.'   On  the  con-* 
tflcry,  we  always  thought,  and  omitted  no  bpportunity  g£ 
declaring  fo,  that  the  beft  fccuiity  for  the  contfrnjancc  of 
peaces  was  to  imprefs  Francej  and  pot  only  France,  but  all 
Europe,  with  a  convidion  that  bur  ftfength 
out  means,  weie  whole  and  fnexbauf^ed  ;  ai 
wr  were  willing  to  adhere' to  the  peace  lv< 
weftsp  ready  for  war,*  whenever  infult  or  ai 
piit  of  any  poweir,  fhould  compill  os  tb  li'Sn 
thefe  motives,  tbat  our  peace  eftablifhmtfit  fo  greatlv  ex- 
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ceeded  tbe  peace  eftablUlui[mnt  of  I792i,  an  augtipentation 
^iKl'tiicli  b^ogbt  d(mn  ob  us  the  cenfure  pf  ^V  boi^.'^emlc- 
[mm.    looine  nflfw  t0  the  hoq.  Gemlpuii^n^k 'olotlo^/rfar' 

rowed  and  i-eftii^ec}  to  a  degKe  incoBfiftent:%fth  fiV^^ 

•  cAndour,  and  uitwoiUiy  of  hie  great  raind.  j^e'has^IreAcd 
;liis  obfervations  principally  to  the  regpfar  an'd  VpHitl^jTdfccy 
dmiuing  tbe  navy  ana  volunteers,  and  has  retbmnit^ijed, 
Wdh  his  accuftomed.zcal  and  perfeyer^nce,  the  addption  of 
iiis  favorite  projeA  of  adding  an  armed  peafantry  Hehas 
c^hiefly  relied  upon  two  points  for  the  appointment  of  this 

*  Committee,  from  which  he  affeAs  to  fuppofey  that  fo  many 
jid vantages  may  be  derived  :  one  is,  that  the  perniciods  prin- 
ci^e  of  recruiting  by  competition  may  be  abolifhed  in  it, 
and  next,  that  tlie  extent  offervice  mav  be  altered  from  life 
to  term  of  years.  I  truft  I  fhall  be  able  to  prove,  to  tbe  fa- 
tisfa£tion  of  the  Houfe,  that  it  would  not  be  jufiified,  that 

"  it  Would  not  be  prudent  nor  advifable  in  it,  to  proceed  to 
the  formation  of  fuch  a  Committee,  upon  fuch  flight  and 
infufficieut  reafons  as  have  been  mentioned.  My  noble 
friend  who  fits  near  me  (Lord  Caftlereagh)  has  fiated, 

'  from  authentic  dpcumenls,  that  although  the  recruiting  for 

5*  general  fervice  was  not  fo  great  at  prefent,  as  it  was  on 
ormer  occafions,  yet  that  it  was  as  great  as  circuntftances 
-gave  us  right  to  expeft.  When  Gentlemen,  Sir,  are  in- 
ibrraed,  that  tbe  pcrfons  who  are  enlrufted  with  hisMa- 
jcfty's  Government,  were  compelled  to  collea.and  ute  out 
of  your  population  no  lefs  than  200,000  men  for  the  pisrpofe 
^  of  recruiting  your  army  and  your  navy,  and  that  withfn  the 
fpace  of  little  more  than  twelve  months,  they  will  c^afe  to 

•  exprefs  any  furprife  that  the  recruiting  fervice  ftouifl  have 
'  '  experienced  a  momentary  cellatiqn ;  when  I  declare  to  tliis 

^  Houfe,  on  the  part  of  that  Government,  that  theie  is  at  pre* 
fent a  regular  force,  io  this  country  and  in  Trelaod, 'com- 
pofed  of  troops  of  ihe  line  and  milit2a«  of  no  le^  than 
184,000,  I.  truft  it  Vjrill  be  acknowledged  that  bis  Majefty^s 
IVdinifters  liave  not  been  remifs  or, improvident  in  making 
adequate  preparation*  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  When 
^Centlemen  refieft  upon  the  diiScuities  we  had  to  encoun- 
ter, tliat  we  bad  the  militia  to.  raifej  ibat  we  had  the  army 
ofthelin^  to  recruitf  that  vve  had  the  army  of  rel^rve  to 
^eftibiilh,  that'  we  budithe  <iefence  aft^t^)  prepare,  and  that 
"we  have  a  regular  army,  line  and  militia,  of  IS4,C0b,  that 
we  have  400,000  TOMt^ers,  that", we  bate  27,(i00^fca  feor 
iiibles,  independent  of,  troops  in  other  ppi Ws, .  irLgiKriioQ? 
and  in  colonies^  jnaking  in  tlie  whole  a  force  litdr iliort  of 
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.^jyi/   htindrcd  tkoufand   tnen^   and  greater  in    number  by 
y.'g^piPOO  thaa\t^e  greateft  exertion  <rf  tl>0:  enemy  con?hring 
.  iprv^Srai  I  &y.  Sir,  when  fuch  difficuHicsatodfudi  fljCfliB^es 
^j^^re  weighed  againu  each  other,  I  truft  the  Houfe  i^ni,|iic 
/country  Wijl  adiuit  that  we  are  not  that  iacapable  and  in- 
.  QoiQp^ccfit  defcription  of  men  the  lion.  Mover  of  the-  <juef- 
.   tipjQ  before  you   endeavours  to  rcprefcnt  us^    Thisr  iSir, 
cpulid  be  proved  by  documents  the  moft  authentic  ^nd.jfrc- 
fragable  ;  and'though,  for  many  reatons  vThicb  will  |)e.  ob- 
vious to  Genllemen,  I  feel  ftrong  ohjeaion  to  Uifi  produc- 
tion of  fuch  information,  yet  I  will  coofent  to  giy^  tljofc 
Gentlecnen*  who  make  the  want  pf  it  a  ground  of  coH>f)taint' 
.and  accufation  againft  Miniilei-s,  an  account  of  <hG.a)ititary 
and  naval  force  of  the  country  as  it  aftiully  ts^,  bi^.upoii 
the  exprefs  condition  that  they  do  not  aik  for  thcd^fliibu- 
tionofit.     lam  perfuaded,    Sir,  that  if  fuch  an  account 
were  laid  on  the  table,  it  would  be  the  beftk  I  will  go  far- 
tber  and  fay,  it  would  be  a  decifive  anfwer  to  tb^  beu  argu- 
-  ment  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  urged  in  fupport  of  Ihs  mo- 
tion.   The  hon.  Gentleman  has  gone  at  coniiderable  length 
intouhe  coniideration  of  that  principle  expreiled  in  the  de- 
fence aft,  that  it  is  his  Majefty's  prerogative. to  call  upop  the 
fervices  of  all  ranks  of  his  fubjefts  capable  of  beaixng  arms, 
in  cafe  of  invafion.     Sir,  in  difcufling  that  biU>  that  princi- 
•    pie  was  frequently  alluded  to  in  debate,  but  never  oppofed  ; 
lor  it  was  admittcid,  generally  admitted,  that  bis  Majefty 
.  pofleiled  fuch  a  prerogative  in  cafe  of  invafion,  ^nd  the  only 
queftion  was,  I  well  rcn>cmber,  whether  he  could  not  refort 
to.  it  before  invalion.     The  hon.  Gentleman  aiFc£ls  to  acquit 
Minifters  of  any  blame  in  introducing  the  ^ertion  of  that 
particular  prerogative  into  that  bill,  by  prefuniiing  ihat  in 
their  anxiety  to  prepare  for  the  defence  of  the  couiUiy,.  a  fo- 
.    Htary  inftance  of  recognizing  it  might  have  efc^ped.  their 
obfervation.     Sir,  I  deiire  t4iat  principle  may  he  ihoroughly 
examined  and  inquired  into ;  I  deGre  thnt  tt  be  not  taken 
pro  admijfoi  but  that  it  may  (land  on  its  fair,  and  general 
conllitutional  grounds.     With  refpcd;  tiv tthe,  hon«  Qentle- 
man's  motion,  1  am  to  look  for  (jjher  motives,  thai^  t^ofc  he 
has  thought  prudent  to  avgw,  fur  prop»ifiog  it.  I. am  to  feek 
,    for  otlier  reafons,  for  amotion  [>eculiariy  calculated  to  coU 
left  ^11  the  floating  opinions  of  the.Houfe,  and  to,  create 
Yuch  an  iippoHtion  to  bis  Majefty's  Minilters  as  ^culd  tend 
to  produce  ^  change  of  Adminiftration.     If  thajL.be  the  ob- 
ieft'.of  the  Jion-Y,  Gentleman's  raoiion,,  kt  ,bio(i  pttatc  fo, 
l>t^a^ly  and  uoequiyocally ;  let  hitin  produce,  fome  Ijpecific 
"    '    '  ,  t       .!  avcu- 
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accufation  }  Jet  him  bring,  forward 'fome  AreSft,  cx^jHtk^ 
chtir^fe  ;-  and  let  him  take  tbe^infc  of  tbc  HbtifrdVi  it ;'  but'. 
letMiim  not  bring  jt  forwarfd  in  this  covert  AhdunderhaniJl' 
hinde,  and  by  a  aftour  endeavour  to  ftigmatize'thofc-  lie  has';' 
mrt  the'courage  to  accufc  boldly  and  manfully.  '  Let  tiot* 
the  hoh.  Gentleman,  I  fay,  have  recourfc  to  a 'paltry  cxpc-/ 
dtenf  of  thi's  na:uie  ^  it  16  unworthy  of  him.   If  we  arc  fatrfy' 
attacked,  it  we  are  ace u fed  upon  fpccific  grtJiinds,  we  ace  * 
ready  and  willinjgtb  meet  the  chai-ge,  and  we  (hall  find,  I 
trtiff,  ho  difficulty  in  defending  and  juftifying  oiirfclvcs  upon 
fair,  open,  and  confliiutional  principles.     TV)  the  motion  of 
th^  hon.  Gentleman  I  feci  the  ftrongeft  objeflioDSi  and  I 
am  b'ufid  t(>  rcfift  it  upon  every  coniideration  of  prodence 
and  of  public  policy.    \  call  upon  every  Member  of  this 
Houte  to  look  at  the  ftate  of  the  country,  and  to  fay,  whe- 
ther fuch  a  Conmiittec  is  practicable  oradvifable.     To  ac- 
compHfh  all   tlie  objefls  propofed  by  it,  you  muft  briog 
officers  from  their  duty,  with  great  inconvenience   to  the 
public  fervice,  and  |x;flihly  with  greater  danger  to  the  public 
fafety ;  you  muft  colkdt  documents  and  information  from 
various  quarters ;    you  muft  have  all  the  records  and  ac- 
counts, the  plans  and  the  propofals  that  are  poftef&d,  or  have 
been  flibmitted  to  the  difiercni  departments,  laid  on  that 
tabte,  and  exnir.ined,  and,  what  is  no  trivial  objeAion,  made 
public,  before  you  can  come  to,a  right,  or  indeed  to  any  con- 
clufion,   as  to  whether  the  nayal  and  military  force  of  the 
country  has  been  properly  emploved  and  adminifl!tred.     I' 
do  not  rtiean  to  fay,  that  a  great  ftatc  ncceflity  may  not  Jof- 
tify  the  apj^ointment  of  fuch  a  Committee  ;  but  I  leave  it  to 
the'wifdoiii  of  the  Houfc  to  determine,  if  any  proofs  of  fuch' 
neceflity  have  been  advanced  in  fupport  of  tlie  prefentdan*  , 
gcrous  and  extraordinary  meafure.     It  is  upon  thefe  groonds 
i  oppofe  the  motion  of  \\yz  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  faope  k 
great  majority  of  this  Houfe  will  agree  with  me  in  opinion, 
that  no  found  leafons  have  i^en  urged  to  rcdomtnend  it ; 
that  no  ncccfliry  has  been  proved  to  julUfy  it ;  and  that  as  ft 
has  been  hrougiit  forward  from  motives  different  from  what 
ore  profeiTcd,  it  is  unworthy  to  be  eoteitahied  or  adopted  by 
the  Houfe. 

Mr.  P///-^Before  I  proceed  to  explain  to  the  Houfe  the 
rcafohs  which  induce  me  to  give  my  Cordial  and  sealous 
fuppdrt  to  the  motion  of  the  hpn.  Gentleman  oppofite»  I 
cannbt  help  faying  a  few  words  upon  the  mode  of  ar^u-* 
mcnt  purfiicd  by  the  rigbt  hon.  Gentleman -who  has  juft 
fat  dowp.  The  rigUt  hon*  Gkptleoian  fays,  that  die  mow  - 
'••""'■■"'"'  Ikxi 
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tiQn.oC  thtr-hoii.  Oemlemarh  is  calculated  ro  embrace  mm^ 
bpni  Who  enteUdin  diSBstctii  vie^s  aAd  bplaions  refpedling' 
tbc  fv0^m.pfju»Wic. defence.  1*1)6  motion,  indeed,  U  un^f 
doubtedl;  calcinated  to  obtain  the  concurrence^  notoftbofc- 
mfo^ly  who  ^difie^;Ofl  minute  grounds;  not  of  th,of9  wha 
naa^^.iniigniRpant  crittcifms,  upon  the  various  meafufes  p( 
A^cfiiaiilratioo;  but  it  is  catculxicd  to  unite  all  ihofe  ^ha 
hfve  gravely  and  difpaflionatety  weighed  the  dangers  and 
dfifficultijEis  of  our  iituation  %  and  time  who  by  a  qaiefui  rcr^- 
tTofped  of  tbe  conduA  of  GovermtiJettt^  previous  to  tbat 
war  wlitcb  they  have  declared  to  be  fo  long  impending,  ^tid  ^ 
fub&quent  to  iis  connmencemeni,  have  arrived  at  a  peric^ 
coxiviAion  of  the  inability  of  Miniders  to  devife,  or  toexc- 
cute»  any  meafures  adequate  to  the  Remands  of  die  public 
£ifety»  and  to  the  arduous  nature  of  the  conflifl.  The  mo- 
tion is  calculated  tp  unite  all  thofe  wh6^  by  the  experience  . 
of  tbe  laft  twelve  months,  in  which  MiniOers  have  exhauil* 
ed  tbeir  minds  in  attempts  to  mddify,  to  amend,  or  to  im* 

Erovc  the  vaiious  m^fiarcs  for  the  public  defence  that  have    - 
een  fuggefted ;  and  who  ilill  are  fo  far  behind  what  thCi 
circumftances  of  this  eventful  moment  required,  what  the, 
refources  of  the  empire  would  have  afford^(i>  aod  the  sca^ 
and  fpirit  of  the  country  have  fo  cheerfulty  fupplied,  to  per- 
fect thefyden^of  public  defence:  in  a  word,  a  morion  cal- 
culated to  Uiijte  all  thofe  who  confcientioulW  believe,  that 
from  and  under  the  prefent  MiniiVeis  no  nrtcaiuies  of  luitable 
vigour  and  er>efgy»are  to  be  expelled  ;  that  no  fair  chance 
can  be  given  to  the  country  that  its  lafety  uill  be  fuigciciviy 
provi^led  for,  its  refources  wifely  called  forth,  and  its  power. 
Aiccrfsfully  exerted .     It  h  in  this  view  that  I  confider  the 
motion,  for  aimoft  all  the  reafons  urged  by  the  right  hou* 
Mover,  and  for(»thers  which  he  did  not  date.     The  Uon.. 
Gentlcnjan  bel4>w,  ho'.vevcr,  who  has  enjoyed  the  opfor^ 
tunity  of  acquiring  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Houfci  fays,  that  neither  in  his  recolleAion  oi 
the  journals  h^s  fuch  a  motion  ever  been  made,  nor  evpnr 
in  hi^  imagination  can  he  conceive  tbat  any  thing  (o  extra-*  . 
ordinary  could  difgracc  ibem.     But  if  it  Were  true  that  tli|Q 
motibn  is  extraordinary,  perhaps  it  would  be  Tulficieut  tp 
urge,  what  has  often  been  urged  on  othJsroccafions  by  U>p  ., 
bon.;Gentieftsan  himfclf,  that  extiaordinary  circumftances 
freqiicntly.caU  for  extraordinary  mode^  of  procceduT|r.     ^£,.. 
the  ipoUon  were  indeed  ifXtraordinaVVy  it  tinght  b^\anjurer 
enougii  to  lay  that  the  cftfis  is  new'an^  exUabidJiiary^;it  . 
would  b^.^Mfwer  eivpugh'^lo  flate;  thit  a^M^f  a  war  wUicli^ 
,  ■  .  »    has 
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hds  Qow  laffed  a  year,  and  after  an  ihtcrvai  of  peac^^l^(M«> 
eid  in  the  manifeftoes  of  Minillefs  to  have" been" a  perpetual 
ken«  of  a^icffion,  they  had  broaght  fowaird  nbthiftg  but 
urbat  was  comradi£lory^  feeble  and  inadequate*;  that'  fvl^t^^ 
.«v€r  was  done  was  ruined  by  delay,  faefitalibb,  and  uttiQcc*^ 
taipty ;  that  if  ibey  ever  feemed  for  a  moment  to  Be  foufed 
Hito  vigour,  it  was  quickly  fucceeded  by  a  condiid  diat 
kcmed  a  complete  detraftion  and  difavowal  of  tl>^  ml>iil^«> 
lory  impulfc.     It  is  mciancholy  ^odtxd.to  rcfleathati  after 
lime  for  matuve  v*onikkration,  after  repealed-  trials^  ho  fyf- 
nem  bad  been  found  which  coald  aAvid  us  that  fecuritV  tb 
ivhu  h-the  country  was  entitled,  and  that  no  plans  had  been 
produced  by  which  we  were   likely  to  bring  the  war  toa 
tuccqiifi*!  termination.     The  right  Hon.  Gentleman  fays, 
ihaL  Miniftcrs  do  not  greatly  differ  from  thofe  who  tliink  oh 
arrived  peafantry' calculated  to  be  uiefuHy.  cmphu'cd,  bat 
%h^y  prefer  the  vDJuntecf  force.     The  qucftton,  however, 
is  fiot  of  lubftiluting  but  of  ?^ding.     It  is  not  that  the  to- 
^utkteer  fyflem  fhu)!  be  abclilhed,  but  that  an  additional 
force  in  aid  of  theii)  is  jo  be  oblajncd.     If,  then,  Miniftcrs 
approve  of  fucha  mode  ofincrealing  tKe  means  of  defence^ 
why  do  ihey  not  announce  their  intention  of  taking  fome 
fteps  to  obtain  that  advantage?    However CJi?ntlemcn  may 
differ  as  to  the  degree  of  utility;  the  hiode  of  application^ 
the  local  circiim{lances  in  which  an  armod  peafantry  Avjouid 
be  defirahlc,  it  is  not.drfputed  that,  in  many  Situations,  the 
c{F(ixts  of  the  peafantry^  would  be  of  thegreateft  advaiilag^. 
Why  then  does  not  the  hon.  Gentleman  propoic  to  <tttcr 
upon  the  cnnfidcraiion  without  delay  ?     Hive  we  not  been 
told  by  Miniftcrs  for  thcfe  f.x  months  paft,  that'  th«  iuva- 
•  Con  might  take  pUce  peilvaps  within  ^^Irours^   is  k  a 
lime  to  procraftinate  any  vvifc  meafures,  iny  efficient  plans 
of  defence,  at  a  time  vvhen  we  fee  that  the  enemy  have 
furmounied  many  of  Ihofc  prelitriinary  difiicultits  whicli 
foiihj  months  ago  w<;rc  deemed  Invincible?     flave'notcbe 
enemy  fuoplied  thole  means  of  toiivcyancc^wbich  iv  was 
at  firft  tbough.t  nnift  render  all  the  threats  of  <hc  eneoiy 
vain  and  fuliie  ?     Have  they  nor»  in  the  face  of  thalnitvy 
which  Minifters  fo  cpnfidenLiy  boaft  has  bee|t  carried  to  ha 
niinoll  ilrcng^h,  a;id1ias  been  difhibuted  with  the  ifnoft  per- 
{e&  judgment — have  they  not,  withki  fight  of  our  ihores 
and  i^  defiance  of  our  obftrudion,  a^embled  in  One  port 
;  hi;,l>ve^Q   i'S  and  I iOO  veflels,  capaWc  of  eohveyiag  from 
50  to  too  men  each?    Have  they  not  proved  that  ail  our 
r^afonings  about  the  flhpoiBbility  of  f4i|4ng  /roip  ope  port* 

•  -     -     the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Xht  difficulty  of  a  concerted  attack^  the  obfiacle  of  windb 
ftiid^t|des,  were  unfounded,  and  thaV  tiffi  c^nttmpt  Wt  fMl 
terta«i«fi(  fit?i  iheir  preparations  and  for  thdr  tn^rnatds  went 
ill  found^  and  unwarranted  i    With  futh  h&s  before  ub» 
oggfct  W^e.to  fufpend'or  delay  any  means  that  can  c^fKri%iiate 
%o  oat  fafety  ?     We  ought  not  to  treat  With  iconterttpr,  -lor 
vrikh  ft  falfc  fccurity  pronounce  impraflicable,  the  prnjeas 
of  ft  bold*  enterprizing,  and  defperate^  thougii  oten  foitn- 
fiftte  enemy,  and  one,  too,  that  never  flood  ?n  the  ti^y  d{ 
good  fortune  by  a  dread  of  bad.    If,  then,  an  artt)6c)  ptsm- 
•lantry  10  calculated  to  be  of  any  utility  in  Eficx,  Kenty  tir 
'SfutkXi  in  oppoiing  an  enemy  and  rctafditig  tl>eir  ^regtefe 
»tto  ^he.  metropolis)  it  is  fit  that  no  time  fhould  be  loii  in  de- 
.vifing  a  plan  for  obtaining  this  additiunat  afd.     7iie  ho«. 
<Sentleman  next  contends,  that  the  nv>iion  is  unconflito* 
tional;  but  what  is  there  unconftitutional  in  referring  to 
the  cooiideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoiife, 
which  I  underfland  to  Be  the  objeft  of  the  motion  [Mr;  Fox 
'nodded  aflent]  certain  a£ts  paffed  bv  the  Legiflatuie,  fo'tbaC 
liiey  KOay  be  modified,  altered,  ana  improved?*  IstheboH. 
.GeoUftmah  who  fo  long  filled  that  chair,  with  fo  muc  h  cre- 
dit to  bimfelf  and  advantage  to  the  Houfe,  fo  little  act}uarm- 
v€d<  with  parliamentary  ufages  as  not' to  knoiv,  thm  in'^a 
CoramUtee  of  the  whole  Houfe  alone  feverail'  proceeciings 
•can  re^ulatly  originate?      Matters  of  r^lJ^ion,grie?anoe, 
t^ade,  finance,  &c^  inufl  6rfl  be  difcufTed  m  a  Cammitliee 
of >  the  Whwile  Houfc.     If,  tlien,  queftions  on  thofe  fobjefis 
mutt  originate  in  a  Comnnittee,  can  there  be  any  fcruple  to 
-Tefctrto  a^fimilar  Committee,  meafures,  the  objeS  of  whieh 
i&to  defend  every  thing  that  is'dear  and.valuaole  to  a  flate^ 
the  rtngion  which  exalts,  the  commerce  which  enricheis, 
^6  laws  which  regulate  and  protefi  ?     Is  there  Bny  thing 
^xtraordioary^  any  thin^  dangerous,   then,  in  Hie  pitelent 
indtffOQ?     VViii  it  be  laid  tliat  the  fyftem  of  defence  isi'fo 
jgaod  that  ibere  is  nothing  to  be  added  to  it?    Is  the  e«pe* 
rience  of  it  in  its  fruitt  and  effects  fuch  as  to  encourage  us 
/to-vely  with  inpiicit  confidence  in  the  energy  and  reffottfces 
<»f 'Mintfters  ?     What,  meafures  have  they  ever  aidopteil  that 
hame  not  been  thwarted  by  fume  other  of  their  mtnflKet  i 
What «fficient  plan  <ia$  been  propofed  for  the  recruiting  ehe 
'TCgdararmyf    Can  we  indulge  the  vain' and  cbinrericai 
'  bope^  thatf  without  any.  new  regulations  as  to  tbe  peribd 
.'lofforvicCf  (mbas  thofe  .proj^o fed  by  the  right  hoft;  Gen- 
.tkeman, 'reoruilSiwill  be  obt^in^  foreign  gum^s,  wh^n 
,,lheytC0uM>bar4^y  \ip  jff4icarei ibr  forty  Of  fiAv  pounBs  ?   Is 
:j  Vol.  II.  1803-4,  4!)  '"'      -       *  it 
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it  Upon  the  w.ifdom*  the  vigilance,  and  the  energy  of  thcfjc. 
Miaifters  that  we  can  rely,  when  we  have  feen  that  no  one 
meafure  for  the  public  defence  can  they  be  truly  laid  to 
have  originated,  when  feveral  they  have  retarded  or  en^ 
feebled?  I  am  fatisiied  that  fome  pl^n  for  the  permanent  ^ 
recruiting  of  the  army  ought  to  be  fettled,  and  that  we 
ought  with  all  difpatch  to  proceed  to  that  important  Cubjedli . 
But  neglefling  the  regular  army,bave  Mioifters  improved  and 
perfefied  that  fyftem  of  the  volunteers  in  which  they  hav* 
(pent  fo  much  Xime  ?  I  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  volun- 
teer fyftcm  is  ftill  far  from  that  ftate  of  perfedion  to  which 
it  might  be  carried.  The  army  of  rcferve,  inftead  of  be- 
ing fufpended,  fhould  be  modified.  In  regard  to  fortifica* 
tions  too,  in  which,  hitherto,  io  little  has  been  done,  I  will 
venture  to  ftate,  that  due  precautions  in  that  department 
have  been  much  negle£ted,  and  that  many  things  have  been 
omitted  to  be  done,  which,  in  cafe  of  invafion,  would  tend 
both  to  faye  the  lives  of  men  and  to  check  the  progrefs  of 
an  invader.  From  all  that  I  have  heard  too  on  the  fubjed 
of  the  navy,  and  in  fplte  of  that  magnificent  catalogue  of 
ihips  which  Minifters  have  produced,  and  which  I  Ihall  dot 
at  preCent  dilled,  I  muft  repeat,  that  the  conduA  of  that 
branch  of  our  defence  has  not  been  fuch  as  the  public  had 
a  right  to  expeA,  and  upon  this  fubjed  I  raa^  take  an  op- 
portunity to  ftate  circumftances  that  will  aftonifh  the  Houfe, 
and  the  country.  Thefe  and  many  other  conlideratioos 
form  the  moft  conclufive  argument  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
and  though  the  right  hon.  Gentlegian  wI)o  made  it,  did  not 
dilate  on  thefe  topics,  he  naturally  expeded,  and  ftated  his 
expeftation,  that  they  would  be  taken  up  by  other  fpcakers 
in  the  coutfe  of  the  debate.  It  is  true  that  Minifters  on 
this  as  on  former  occafions  have  given  us  a  pompous  enu* 
meration  of  the  force  of  the  Country.  1  have  heard  that 
ftatcmcnt  with  pride.  It  aftbrds  the  moft  confolatory  evi- 
dence of  what  the  country  is  capable  of  doing.  But  I  and 
other  Members  of  this  Houfe  have  at  Icafl  as  good  a  right 
to  exult  in  that  furvey  of  our  firength  as  Minifters.  \\t 
have  not  been  wanting  in  our  exertions  to  contribute  to.caU 
forth  the  fpirit  of  the  country,  and  to  organize  its  flxength. 
Thatfpirit  and  exertion,  however,  belong  to  the  country, 
and  are  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  diredion  or  the  energy  of 
^  Government.  Indeed,  if  there  b^  aby  who  ought  pecu- 
liarl^  to  feparate  that  pride  from  anv  feeling  of  pe^foiifl 
snent,  it  is  thepefent  Minifters,  who  have  bad  To  littjp 
ibare  in  the  i)a!ional  energy.  No  Oi^e  pseafurp  caa  thej 
•  clainj 
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claim  as.  thtir  own ;  no  one  meafure  have  they  improved^ 
and  perfefted*;  very  many  they  Jhaye  weakened,  by  their  de- 
lays, and  dedroyed  by^  thjpir  incongruities.  Whatever  theti' 
the  fpiric  and  zeal  of  a»  free  and  brave  people  may  have 
been  under  the  fenfe  of .  danger^  ought  fairly  to  be  feparated 
froai  thie  tardinefs*  languor  ajid  imbecility  of  Minlfters  in 
every  thing  of  which  they  have  affumcd  Ihe  direftiort.  Mr^. 
Bjlleirs  boaft  of  what  others  have  fugjgeftcd  or  voluntary  pub-; 
Uc  zeal  has  efteAed,  as  if  what  was  done  were,  perfectly 
adec^uate  to  oyr  fecurity.  But  is  it  enough  to  have  provided 
againft  the  danger  of  a  final  coaqueft  r  Enough  has  not 
been  done  uhlefs  we  have  adopted  every  pradicahle  and 
iratipnaf  means  of  checking  the  enemy  (nould  they  invade 
our  Ihores,  with  the  leaft  facrificc  of  life,  with  the  leaft 
wade  of  the  public  refources,  with  a  rapidity  that  will  difl 
appoint  the  enemy^s  projeQs  of  devaftation.  Enough  has 
not  been  done  unlefs  every  thing  has  been  provided  by  which 
in  the  fhorteft  fpace  we  may  be  enabled  to  defeat  the  ene- 
my with  (hat  iignal  overthrow  and  deftruftion,'  as  will  for 
ever  deter  them  from  a  repetition  of  the  attack»and  for  ever 
relieve  the  country  from  the  alarm  and  anxiety  of  invafion. 
I  do  not  mean  to  fay  that  the  enemy'  would,  accordine  to 
ail  human  calculation,  fucceed  in  their  defigns  even  had  we 
410  other  means  of  defence  but  thofe  which  now  exift ;  but 
have  we  reafon  to  believe  that  our  flrength  is  yet  arrayed 
in  the  beft  manner,  that  our  forces  are  diflributed  at  the 
proper  points,  fo  as  to  a£i  with  the  moft  decifive  effe£t  ? 
Unlefs  this  be  done  (as  I  fear  it  is  not],  it  is  not  enough  to 
fay  that  we  have  184,000  regulars  and  militia,  and  400,000 
volunteers  i  and  indeed  wlien  it  is  proved  by  their  own 
ftatements  that  the  refources  of  the  country  are  fo  great, 
it  forms  an  additional  ground  of  cenfure  againft  Miniflers 
if  our  fyfiem  of  defence  be  not  adequate  to  every  demand. 
,— As  to  the  obfervations  which  have  been  made  upon  the 
amount  of  force  which  fhould  hav6  been  kept  up  during  the 
peace,  and  the  proportion  which  exifted  at  the  renewal  of 
the  war,  whatever  I  may  think  with  refpeft  to  the  opiriion 
hddby  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  opened  the  debate  upon 
.a  former  occafion,  I  cannot  ivithout  furprife  hear  irbm  tl^ 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  juft  fat  down  that  be  cpn- 
ceived  the  force  which  was  maintained  ^during  the  peace 
as  amply  fufficient  to  meet  any  probable  criiergeticyy.ftt 
that  right  hoiEi.  Gentleman  was  in  polIciTioh  of  miich  i^how- 
icdge'df  the  difpplition  of.  the  enemy  which  mrift  have  fa-' 
tis&d  his  mind  of  the  prr^priety  of  making  more  eibtendve 
4  D  2  prepa- 
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fkrcparttionSifor  »  ftate  of  boftility.    That  kflDOwkdge  the 
nght  bon.  Gentleman^  to  be  furct  ^udiouily  conceaM  ftdtn 
Patliameot,  aad^  therefore,  the  hon.GentiemaQ  upon  ike 
.nppoiite  bench  was,    with  man?,  others^   ineoinp^eBt  to 
fermaay  opiotoir  of  the  impending  danger;  but  sot  fo  his 
Majefty's  Mini(ler9»    who   bad  yet  neglefied  to  proTtde 
againft  it.    They  who>  by  a  manifefio  fince  pubtiwed  to 
the  wprJd»  explained  that  there  were  grounds  alnaoft  from 
imnoediatetv  after  the concluiion  of  the  peaee  to*  complain 
•  of  the^conauft  and  to  fufped  the  intentions  of  Bonaparte, 
hs4  J^<  omitted  to  devife  nieafures  to  counteraft  bis  defigns* 
.and  to  put  the  country  in  a  ftate  fitted  for  the  defcription  of 
.hoftiltty  to  be  apprehended.     In  this  ftate  the  country  is 
0Oty  in  point  of  fad,  even  now  placed^  and  this  forms  one 
of  my  reafons  for  concurring  in  the  motion  before  the 
Houfe,  becaufe,  as  they  who  thought  the  peace  aot  likely 
to  continue,  did  not  prepare  for  war,  and  who,  fince  the  war 
has  commenced,  have  not  preferred  that  courfe  of  vigorous 
cxerXion  which  die  iiiuation  of  the  empire  calls  for»  they  are 
not  thofe  in  whom  I  would  confide  fbr  the  efiabli(hment  of 
our  iccurity.  Minifters  forefaw  the  war,  and  yet  they  did  not 
attempt  to  ballot  for  the  militia,  as  they  ftiould  have  done, 
during  the  peace.    They  ftiould  have  availed  themfelvet  of  that 
j>eriod,when  they  muft^  according  to  their  own  confefliDns  fince 
lb  repeatedly  made,  have  contemplated  war  as  fomething  more 
than  probable,  to  fet  every  means  in  motion  of  defending  the 
country   againft   invafion.     The  obfervations  diey  were  en- 
abled to  make,  at  the  clofe  of  the  lad  war,  of  the  plans  and 
purpofe  of  Bonaparte^  were  fufficient  to  aflbre  them  that  his 
iirft  notion  was  an  inx'afion  of  this  country^  which  tfie  ihort 
period  that  elapfed  between  the  eftablifliment  of  peace  upon 
the  Continent  and  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
did  not  qualify  him  to  attempt ;  but  the  progrefs  of  his  then 
preparations   lerved   to  fliew  that  his  refolution  was  not  to 
'   make  defultory  attacks  upon  us,  but  to  do  that  which  he  has  lince 
accontphftxed,  viz.  to  coIle£t  a  large  force  upon  ibme  part  of 
ttiecoaft  moft  convenient  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  delcent 
upon  this  country.    What  then  are  we  to  think  of  thofe  Mi- 
^nifters  who,  with  fuch  an  opportunity  of  obfervatbn,  over- 
looked renewing  the  ballot    for  that  important  part  of  our 
ibrce,  the  militia,   during  peace?  And  how  did  they  a&  to- 
wards the  volunteers,  on  whofe  gallantry  tJiey  now  ptofcfsr  fo 
inuchto  rely  i   TheH.'pufe  muft  have  in  recollefiion  Ao  let- 
ter's whicb  Mlni{tcrs  addrc&d  to  that  body  qf  men  jduiing 
"Ihc  peace>  whidx  letters  were  to  much  calculated  radicr  to- 
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*Amp'tHsHi'tt>''afliimite  and  encourage ifa'e seat* of  tfaofeearpt.. 
But  "this  ^ WHS  ^dt  all ;   for,  under  circumftances  pecuUarly 

^iMfpioioDsfor  tbepurpore,  and  with*  the  proTpefts  beibre  them 
I  bavr**^lready  mentioned,  they  nefofcd  to  attend  to  a  ptm 

*  Aggcfted  to'them  for  providing  a  oertain  refoarce  fot  the  re- 
cniiMgnSmd'Tupply  of  our  regular  army.  ^  This  plan  wia 
founded ^upoo  the  fame  principle'  as  that  of  the  army  of  re- 

-IferVe,^'  with  the  addition  of  that  which  Itook'occafion  lately 
to  lay  liefore  thcHoufe,  and  which,  if  adopted  wbctt  my  ojpi- 
nion  was  firft  urged  to  Minifters,  would  have  fumiihed  the 
means  of  adding  to  our  army,  with  all  poffible  expeditioii^ 
not  lef9  than  40  or  50,000  men.    This  plan  has,  I  admitf 

-  been  fince  adopted   in  part ;  and  I  (ball '  certainly  feel  it  my 

'  ^ty  to  urge  the  adoption  of  the  whole  of  it  again  Ind  again* 
The  Cottimittee  propofed  by  the  motion  I  conceive  the  nioft 
convenient  place  for  entering  into  the  detail  of  this  arid  other 
meafures  for  the  public  defence— to  no  branch  of  which  I 
perceive  with  regret  have  Minifters  attended  in  due  time,  and 
WO  the  execution  of  none  of  which  do  they  appear  to  be  ade- 
quate. Faffing  by  all  the  omiflions  I  complain  of  during  the  - 
period  of  peace;  drawing  a  veil  over  their  conduA  on  tliat 
occafion  altogether ;  and  fuppof^ng  the  war  recommenced  as 
much  to  the  furprife  of  Minifters  as  to  that  of  many  perfons 

'  in  this  Houfe  and  the  country ;  fuppoHng  that  they  were 
<nQt  at  all  prepared  to  expeA  it,  Tet  us  only  look  at  tfteir  pro* 
ceedings  fince  that  event,  and  let  us  examine  hbwfarthcnr 
meafures  hive  been  fo  contrived  or  executed  as  to  jufltfy 
a  hope,  rrfuch  lefs  an  opinion,  of  fafety,  to  be  derived 
from  their  exertion.  The  firft  part  of  their  plan  of  defence, 
and  that  to  which  they  feeined  principally  to  look,  related  to 
Volunteers.  This  topic  has,  1  am  aware,  been  already  very 
fully  difcufled,  and  on  that  account  overlooked  by  the  hot>. 
mover  of  the  propofition  before  the  Houfe ;  bat  upon  this 
point  I  would  wifli  to  afk  of  Minifters  whether  they  forefaw, 
or  had  eVen  a  remote  idea,  at  the  commencement  of  hoftflitie?, 
that  this  defcription  of  our  force  would  have  extended  fo  far; 
"whether  they  contemplated  that  it  ever  fliould  be  fo  nume- 
rous? It  was  known  by  thofe  who  had  any  knowledge  of 
their  fenliments,  whoh^d  any  convcrfation  with  Minifters, 
that  they  had  no  fuch  intentions,  and  that,  on  the  contrary, 
fhey  exprefted  their  difapprobation  of  the  policy  of  their  prc- 

'  deceflbts-in  allowing  the  volunteer  fyftem  fo  enlarge  fo  much. 
This  fa6t  t  allude  to  merely  to  (hew  that  they  are  entitled  to 

.  no  praife  for  the  multipUcatbn  of  the  volunteers ;  ^tld  to 
ftlte.tbat  the  ^irit  ^hkh  produced  the  increafe  of  thai  bociy 
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anifetnit  of  the  difcufl^onfe  of  thirHoufe;  afpirh  «!iich,  as* 
Mintfterschemfelvesadmittcfdt  far  outvied  tlien^catcularion  or 
hopes;  and-alfo^  as  ic  feemed«  exceeded  their  jbwer  of  di-,^ 
reAioii,  fer  they  afterwards  thought  proper  to  thedc  and;  refttal^' 
it;    So  much  as  to  the  origin  of  the  volunteer  fyflem.  But^ 
h#w  did  ;Minifters  proceed  to  carry  that  fyftem  into  execp- 
tion?    Why,  without  going  much  at  length  into  diis'paVt  of 
the  fubjeAv  which  I  do  not  inean   to  do  at  prefent  I  will 
mtrelf  remark  on  the  Cafe  of  eRemptions,  which  have  Been' 
much  and  very  juftly  pbjcfted  to.   The  propriety  of  graat- 
iag  thefe  exemptions  i  never  could  fee  ;  certain  it  is  that 
they  were  never  ne'ceflary  ;  for  the  volunteers  for  the  moll 
part  required  no  fuch  thing  in  the  fhape  of  encouragement 
to  offer  their  fervices,  and  many  of  them  were  not  at  all 
aware  when  they  did  engage  that  any  exemptions  were  Uy 
be  granted  ;  on  the  contraryv  it  is  notorious  that  they  were 
in  feveral  diftrifls  aduatly  fubfcribtng  a  certain  fum  each 
to^purcbafe  fubfiitutes  for  any  of  their  body  which  might 
be  ballotted  for  the  militia.     Such  was  the  ftate  of  the 
volunteers  wlien  the  aft  of  Parliament  was  pafled,  with  the 
A^rong  recommendauon  of  MinifteRi  for  allowing  exemp- 
tioaa,  clogged  however  with  fuch  conditions  that  the  mear 
fure  was  not  to  be  ^ell   underftood.    In  another  part  of 
thisad  of  Miniflersy  there  was  fomething ftill  lefs  intelli-, 
gible  with  refped  to  a  volunteer's  right '  of  refignatiani;; 
upon  which  Minifters  had  evinced  the  inoft  eompTete  want 
of  penetration  and  foreiight     Had  they  judged  wifely,  ther 
never  would  have  attempted  to  difpute  this  right ;  for,   pa^- 
radoxical  as  it  may  feem,  nothing  tends  more  to  prcferve' 
difcipiine  among  thofe  corps  than  the  undifputedezercife 
of  this  right;  and  the  reafon  is  this,  that,  •  while  a  Tolun-- 
teer  has  the  right  of  leaving  a  corps,  he  caonot_obje&  W- 
any  regulation  that  may  be  deemed  neceflkry  by  a'com-: 
manding  officer  for  the  pramotion  of  order  -  and  drfciplmr 
in  fuch  corps,  the  private  having  his  choice  to  fubn^ir'or^ 
refign  .-but  as-  to  the  aft  of  Minifters,  the  Attorney  G^--^ 
neraly  for  whofe  judgment  and  learning  I  entertain  the 
moft  unfeigned  refped,  interpreted  the  law  upon  refigna^' 
tions  in  one  way,  and  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  ano^ 
tber.  «  Minifters,  in  this  contradiAion,  thought  prc^per'  to' 
circulate  the  opinion  of  the  former  as  that  to  be  aAed'up- 
*oAby  the  volunteers,  although  they  havd  iince  avowed  that 
they  did  not  agree  with  that  opinion,  and  that  they  infeiid-- 
ed<  to  introduce  a  declaratory  law  upon  the  fubjea.    This 
I  muft  elafft  among  the  moft  unaccountdble  procecfdir^  oT* 
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Miniftcis,.    As  to  the  volunteer  fyilein  general! v»  accoiding 
toJts.  ptereiit.c0o{Ut!UtiQn^  it  appears  to  ipe  to  have  fovcf al . 
radical  ^rrors^  and  principally  atfe  the  mode  in  which  the 
vplaiiteers  aiie  diftriboted    over  the  face  of  the  coimtryw 
When  they  were  formif^,  and  particularly  when  itvirar^ 
deterrnincd  yo  limit  their  numbers,   regard,  (bould  have  hceii 
had  to  the  proportioo  proper  to  be  aifigned  to.  each  didridl. 
With  that  yicw,^  it  would   have  been  right  to confider  the - 
di(Ference  between   the  inland  and  maritiitte  counties,  whick 
were  the  more  probable  points  of  attack,  and   which  was  the 
mod  important  to  preferve.     Our  great  naval  aifenals,  and 
thofe  places  which  are  moft  contiguous  to  our  principal  niami«^ 
fadiorieS)  ought  of  coorfe  to  be  the  firft  objeAs  of  Govern* 
ment,  in  fettling  the  relative  proportion  of  volunteen  which. 
'  the  feveral  dtftri£ls  fliould  be   allowed  to  furniih  :  allowed  l- 
call  it,  for  it  was  at  the  difcretton  of  Government  to  accept 
the  fervlces  of  many  c^rps  which  they  rejefkd,  and  generally 
without  any  reference^  to  the  coofideration  of  local  defence 
which  I  have  mentioned.     When  they  thought  proper- to  U-^ 
mit  the  volunteers  to  fix  times  the  number  of  the  militia^ 
and  for  what  rcafon  I  cannot  divine,  •  they  put  Staflbrdibire 
and  JDerby(htTe  quite  on  a  par  with  the   maritime  counties. 
No  diflinaiou  was  made  in   favour  of  thofe  didrlAs  which 
lie  nofi  convenieni  tp  the  enemy's  coaft>  and  which  are  moft 
likely  to  be  the  firft  points  of  attack.     Can  any  man  fay  that 
there  was  any  thing  like  policy   in  fnch  an  arrangement,  or 
that  indeed  there  is  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  ftrudure  or 
csitecution  of  the  volunteer  fyftem,.fo  far  as  Minifters  are  con- 
jcemedy  that  which  can  deferve  theioharader  of  dircretion, 
or  the  approval  of  a  ftatefman  ?  There  was,  in  fcft,  no  part 
of  thecondudl.  purfoed  by  Government  towards  thevolun«' 
t«ers  which  did  not  form  fome  ground  for  complaint,  which 
Aid'  not  ofier  fonie  evidence  of  wavering  and  inconfiftency. 
The  Houfe  has  witnelTed  the  part  they  took  at  the  clofe 
of  the  laft  feffions,  when  an  hon.  Gentleman  on. the  other 
^^  (Mr,  Sherrdan)  undertook  to  panegyrife  the  zeal  and 
gallantry  of  the  volunteers.     When  that   hon.  Gentfeman^ 
twodayar  before  the  feffions  clofed,  thought  proper,  and,  in 
the  opinion  of  many  intelligent  refpeftable  Members,  very 

Smmaturely,  to  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  volunteers,  he 
:ated  that  fuch  vote  was  not  only  a  juft  acknowledgment 
for  the  patriotifm  they  who  were  then  embodied  had  ma«' 
jiife^d»  but  that  it  would  operate  to  encourage  further  vo- 
luntary offer$  of  fervice.  Minifters  applauded  warmly  the  * 
ipotiaa  of  (be  hon.  Geotlemani  but  how  did  they  after- 
wards 
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wards  aA?  The  bon.  Gentleman  moved  at  tke  fame  time, 
that  there  fliould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  at  its  nieetiiig 
after  the  recelst  a  lift  of  fuch  new  corps  as  Ihouid  volunteer  ^ 
but  there  was  another  lift  Wliich  the  lion.  Gentlenaan  ne- 
gleded  to  move  for,  namely,  of  all  the  corps  which  fhould 
be  reduced  or  reje^ed  in  the  fame   interval   (0  /augi). 
Had  the  hon.  Gentleman  done  fo,  he  would  have  feen  what 
vfe  had  been  made  of  his  motion,  for  the  firft  ftep  takea 
by  Minifters  almoft  immediately  after  its  adoption   waa» 
to  fufpencl  the  progrefs  of  that  voluntary  zeal  which  the 
lion.    Gentleman,  in  common   with  every  man  who  va- 
lued the  cbarader  and  fafety  of  the  country,  (o  much  ad- 
mired.     Minifters  deteraiined  at  once,  that  the  volunteers 
ihouid  not  be  incfeafed  any  further,  but  that»  on  the  coiu 
trary,  their  luimbeiis  fhould   be  diminiihed*    The  notice 
of  this  determination  was  fpeedily  circulated  among  the 
vblunteers,  accompanied  by  the  hon«  Gentleman's  vote  of 
thanks.     Thus  the  volunteers  were  complimented  for  tbaitv 
which  Government  at  the  fame  time  told  them  they  did  not 
wilh    for,   they  v^ould  not  accept*      There  is  a  word  ia 
French,  rr/7;rm/r,  which  literally  implies  returning  thanks 
for  proffered  fervices  that  it  is  not  intended  to  accept,  and 
this  word  has  clofe  analogy  to  tlie  conduA  of  Minifters  in 
Che  commonication  of  the  motion  of  thanks,  which  they 
agreed  in,  in  company  with  the  flrange  refulution  which  f 
Lave  already  mentioned.     In  regard  to  the,  enrolment  of 
volunteer  corps,  fo  far  as  fuch  enrolment  is  conneded  with 
the  providons  of  the  defence  a£t,  I  rauft  again  repeat  the 
complaint  I  have  often  made,  of  tlic  total  omiffion  of  Go* 
vernmeut  to  execute  the  powers  vefted  in  them  by  that  a^ 
and  any  difficulties  that  have  arifen  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
ballot,  I  do  conceive  to  be  attributable  to  the  non-ezercife 
of  the  power  I  have  referred  to.    As  to  the  refufai  of  ade*> 
4]uate  pecuniary  and  military  aid,  to.  the  volunteen^  I  aiiift 
pbferve  that  it  is  amongft  the  moil  culpable  aad  tnconfiC- 
tent  part  of  the  condudl  of  Minifters.     Without  gcio^  oii* 
nutely  into  the  confequences  of  fuch  condudf  which  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  detail  in  the  propofed  Com* 
mittee,  I  have  only  at  prefent  to  remark,  that  whatever 
difference  of  opinion  may  exift  between  my  hon.  Friend 
on  the  .lower  bench  (Mr.  Windham)   and  me  mth  ne^ 
fpeA  to  the  volunteers,  and  the  pradicability  of  reoderinc 
tiiem  perfeA  in  military  difcipline,  there  can  be  no  dific« 
fence  between  us  as  u>  this  pointy  that  they  ought  to  be  fur* 
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ntfhed  with  the  bed  inftrudion  that  is  attainable,  and'both  he 
and  I  havie  a  right  to  complain. bf  Minifters  for  not  following 
up  their  own  principle,  by  giving  the  neceflary  aid  to  pro- 
mote the  improvement  of  the  volunteers.     My  hon.  Friend 
has  always  maintained  that  the  volunteers  cannot  be  render- 
ed equal  to,  or  fit  to  aft  with  regular  troops;  but  Mintdcrs 
have  uniformly  refilled  this  opinion.     Why  then  have  they 
not  provided  adequately  for  the  execution  of  their  own  ideas? 
No»  they  have  only  allowed  pay  for  20  days  in  a  year,  although 
in  the  opinion  of  all  military  men  no  new  raifed  regiment  of 
the  regular  army,  with  all  the  advantages  of  fubordination, 
martial  law,  &c.  could  be  difciplined  ht  for  fervice  in  lefs 
than  fix  weeks,  or  two  months.     Will  any  man  fay  that  fo 
ihort  a  period  fhould  be  deemed  fufficient  for  the  difcipline  of 
the  volunteers?  But  I  (haft  be  told  probably  thai  it  was  ex- 
peSedthe  volunteers  would,  independently  of  the   20  days, 
attend  to  drill  oti  every   Sunday.     If  they   were,  I   (hould 
maintain,  that,  Sundays  included,  the  time  was  not  fufficient 
to  inftriift  them,  and  Ihould  not  be  relied  on  in  the  exifting 
circumftances  of  theK  country,  when  we  are  daily  menaced 
with  invafion — ^that  invafion  which  Miniders  have  been  per- 
petually telling  us  was  daily  to  be  expedled  fince  the  middle 
of  lad  fummer.     Notwithftanding  this  apprehenfion,   fuch 
has  been  the  behaviour  of  Minifters;  that  i  ^uch  fear,  if  the 
enemy  (hould  not  attack  us  until  even  the  middle  of  next 
fummer,  he  would  find  the  volunteers  Very  irilpcrfefily  drf- 
ciplined.     I  cannot  help  ex^reffing  my  furprife  that  Mini- 
(lers  could  have  evec  ferioufiy  calculated  upon  the  probablli- 
jiy  that  the  labouring  cUfies,  of  whom  fo  many  of  the  volun- 
teers con  fift,  would  be- fo  prompt  to  devote  the  only  day  they 
have  for  recreation  and  repofe  to  the  (ludy  of  military  dif- 
cipline.    It  certainly  did  not  betray  any  policy  or  confidera- 
tion  ia  to  calculate;  but  even  fuppofing  they  were  fo  to  af- 
femble,  apd  alfo  to  attend  the  20  days,  hoW  were  they  to  at- 
tain the  indrii^lion  defired  from  the  prefent  mode,  and  from 
that  which  has  prevailed  uniformly  ?     1   fuggefted  to  Mini- 
(kers  a  plan  of  inftru<5lion,  which  I  was  cold  fliould  be  confi- 
de^red;  but  as  ihey  have  never  yet  aded  upon  ir,  nor  appear 
:Uall  to  confider  it,  their  proniire  of  confideration  upon  this, 
aa>weli<att  upon  other  points,  reminds  me  of  a   pradice  ih 
the  legiflaiivte  aiiembly  of  a  neighbouring  nation  (the  United 
Provinces  of  Holland),  in  which  when  it  was  determined  to 
get  rid  of  a  queftion;  it  was  taken  ad  refefendum^  which 
meant  to  take  np  more  notice  of  it.     The  nature  of  the  pro- 
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je£t  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  recpi)fitnend  to  Minifters,  related 
particularly  to  that  which  I  have  often  cnwitioned  in  this 
Houfe.  I'or  the  advancement  of  the  difctpline  of  the  voian* 
teerSf  I. urged  the  neceflity  of  appointing  adjutants  to  a  cer- 
tain nlimber  of  men.  This  has  been  in  part  acceded  to. 
but  in  what  manner?  An  adjutant  is  appointed  to  fuch  corps 
only  as  amount  tp  400  men,  and  to  them  tinly  in  cafe  th^ 
exercife  80  days  in  the  year»  although  the  men  are  allowed 

J>ay  but  for  2oday^.  Wherei  I  would  put  it  to  the  commoo 
enfe  of  any  txrani  can  be  found  a  ftronger  inftance  of  weak« 
nefs  and  tnconfiftency  than  this  order  furniflies?  No  provi- 
fion  is  made  for  the  pay  of  the  adjutant  unlefs  the  corps  ex* 
ercife  80  days,,  for  one-fourth  of  which  only  the  men  ate 
made  any  allowance.  Is  not  this  alcme  enough  to  ezpofe 
the  mind  of  Minifters,  to  (hew  their  difacquaiotancc  with 
the  means  of  executing  their  own  purpofesr  Indeed,  I  am 
perfedly  convinced  of  their  want  of  vigour;  every  ctrcum* 
fiance  ferves  to  (hew  it^and  I  have  therefore  the  ftrongcft 
convidion  upon  my  mind  that  they  sre  incapable  of  adjng 
upon  any  thing  like  fyfteoo — of  adopting  or  executing  any 
well  digefted  or  energetic  plan  for  the  defence  of  the  coootry. 
I  do  not  of  courfe  place  any  hope  on  their  exertions,  asd 
therefore  concur  in  the  propriety  of  the  propofed  Committee, 
where  every  queAion  conneded.  with  our  fecurity  may  be 
fully  inveftigated.  One  reafon,  I  recolle£l,  for  fe  tardily 
adopting  the  plan  for  the  appointment  of  adjutants  was  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  ofEcers  from  thel>neto(in  thole  fta- 
tions.  I  recommended  that  ferjeant  majors  fiiould  be  cho* 
fen;  but  to  this  I  was  told  thai  ferjeant  majors  could  not  be 
perfuaded  to  give  up  their  fiiiiations  for  fuch  adjutancies, 
unlefs  \hey  were  allowed  half  pay.  I  faw  no  good  reafoo 
fpr  declining  to  make  this  allowance,  and  I  therefore  advifed 
it  in  December  laft.  I  was  promifed  that  the  fobjeA 
fliould  betaken  into  coo dde ration.  I  afterwards  applied  in 
March  to  know  the  refult  of  the  coofideration,  but  I  was 
told  that  no  decifion  was  made,  and  1  underftand  it  is  unde* 
cided  ftill,  while  the  difctpline  of  the  volunteers  does  and  has 
for  months  back  fo  imperatively  called  for  an  immediate  de^ 
cifion  refpcdting  it,  although  this  was  one  of  the  defeds  ia 
the  volunteer  lyftem  which  Government  promifed  to  cure. 
When  before  laft  Chrifimas  an  application  was  made  to 
Miniders  with  regard  to  the  confufion  which  prevailed 
among  the  volunteers,  the  gentlemen  who  applied  were  de- 
filed to  wait  until  after  the  Cbriftoias  recefs,  when  a  digefted 
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plan  would  be  brought  forward  by  Minilters  which  fliould 
remove  and  prevent  thq  recurrence  of  the  evtis  complained  ' 
of,  and  communicate  to  the^  volunteer  fyftem  all  the  perfec- 
tion of  which  it  was  fufcepiible.     This  digefted  plan  has 
been  laid  before  the  Houfc,  and  at  length  made  its  way,  af- 
ter various  alterations,  through  it.     Other  alterations  were 
added  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords;  and  now  it  is  returned  to  us, 
there  is  fcaroely  one  feature  remaining  of  the  original  mea* 
fure — of  the  well  digefted  plan  of  Minilters.     The  fuggeftions 
made  to  them  by  others  they  relu<3antly  adopted,  and  theob- 
je6t  of  thofe  fuggeftions  they  in  fome  inftances  have  almoft: 
defeated,  as  in  the  cafe  of  inviting  the  volunteers  to  perma- 
nent duty,  and  applying  the  guinea  propofed  to  be  given 
them  as  bounty,  which  is  to  be  diftribuied  in  fuch  a  way  as 
to  hold  out  no  inducement  to  ihe  men  or  benefit  to  their  fa- 
milies.    Minifters   have  been  equally  injudicious  in   every 
other  projeA  of  defence,  from  the  army  of  referve   to  the 
enrolment  of  clafles  under  the  gcneraJ  defence  aft — ^an  aft 
which  I  had  the  honour  of  a  large  (hare  in  fuggclling,  and  I 
lament  much  that  Minifters  did  not  adopt  it  at  a  more  early, 
period ;  but  the  faft  is,  that  fo  far  from  Minifters  having  fpon- 
taneoufly  taken  any  vigorous  proceeding  for  the  defence  of 
the  country  flnce  the  commencement  of  the  war,  I  ftate 
broadly  thai  no  part  of  the  meafure^  for  the  increafe  of  our 
military  eftabiiftiinent  has  originated  with  them  {a  cry  of  hear! 
hfar!  in  which  the  Chance  Ihr  of  the  Ex  cheque*-  jvncd).     If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  means  to  deny   nny  afterUon^  I 
(hall  appeal  to  the  recolleftion  of  the  Houfe  whether  in  Jone 
laft,  when  the  army  eft i mates  were  under  difcuflion,    I  did 
not  a(k  the  right  hon.  Secretary  at  War  (Mr.  Bragge),  afier  he 
had  finiOied  his   flatement — I   did  not  aflc  if  what  he  had 
mentioned    comprehended  all  the  provifion  that    Minifters 
meant  to  make  for  the  defence  of  the  country.     To  this  I 
was  anf Acred  in  the  affirmative,  and  I  accordingly  gave  no- 
tice of  my  intention  to  fubmit  a  mtafure  founded  on   the 
fame  principle  with  that  of  the  army  of  referve.     Any  be- 
nefit that  may  have  refulted  from  that  meafure  is  not,  I  af- 
fert,  attributable  to  Minifters,  who  were  quite  at  a  lofs  what 
cotKfe  to  take — who  knew  not,  in  faft,  what  meafures  were 
applicable  to  the  dangers  of  the  country.     I  will  not  dwell 
on  the  execution' of  the  army  of  referve  aft,   as   [  fliall  go 
into  that  fubjeft  very  fully  on  Wednefday  next,  and  if  I 
(houid    not  then  have   the  good   fortune  of  perfuading  the 
Houfe  to  accede  to  the  p^opofition  which   I   would  wiJh   to 
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have  ingrafted  on  the  army  of  referve  bill,  in  order  to  provide 
a  conftant  and  regular  (lipply  of  recruits  for  our  regular  army, 
I  (hall  feel  an  advantage  in  the  exigence  of  fuch  a  Cooimit. 
tee  as  the  motion  before  the  Houfe  propofes  to  eflabliflip  as  I 
may  thus  have  an  opportunity  of  again  preffing  the  project 
4ipon  the  conflderation  of  the  Houfe;  a  project  which,  if  [ 
am  able  to  demondrate  its  prafiicability  for  great  objeds  in 
view,  I  am  fure  that  every  man  will  feel  it  to  be  defirablcv 
and  all  will  be  ready  to  give  it  their  concurrence.  If  I  can 
ihew  that  even  a  fmall  increafe  can  be  derived  from  this  pio- 
je£i  to  our  regular  army,  it  is  impoflible  to  doubt  that  any 
member  will  refufeit  his  fupport.  The  mode  propofcd  by 
Minifters  to  raife  any  additton  to  the  regular  army,  to  Tup- 
ply  the  fufpenflon  of  the  army  of  referve,  1  confefs  I  cannot 
underftand.  1  hey  have  not  dated  any  inducement  to  men 
to  enlift  for  eight  guineas  bounty,  and  how  they  can  pro- 
cure them  for  fuch  a  fum,  while  thirty  guineas  and  more  are 
giving  for  militia  fubditutes,  it  isdifficuli  to  imagine;  unlcfs 
the  intention  be,  that  which  nb  one  has  yet  avowed,  becaufe 
ail  have  been  unanimous  in  condemning  the  pradice,  viz. 
that  of  railing  men  for  rank.  It  may  be  faid  that  this  prac- 
tice has  prevailed  when  I  was  in  power,  but  then  theexpe- 
lience  of  that  praflice  afforded  a  complete  warning  agatnft  it. 
I  am  quite  ready  to  declare  that  I  am  forry  for  the  (hare  I  had 
in  that  meafure,  and  experience  convinces  me,  that  it  ought 
never  again  to  be  refoned  to.  Other  gentlemen  have  ap« 
peared,  and  profefT^d  to  be  equally  adverfe  tp  that  meafure, 
and  their  minds  mud  be  of  a  drange  character,  if  what  they 
have  obferved  is  not  fufficient  to  difluadethem  from  it.  No- 
thing can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  fuppofe,  that  if  they  per- 
ftd  in  the  old  and  fcandatous  pradice  of  crimping,  all  its  at- 
tendant frauds  and  impofitions  wJI  not  return ;  and  it  is 
equally  abfurd  to  fancy,  that  only  eight  guineas  bounty  will 
be  given.  Why  not  let  the  army  of  referve  go  on  atong 
with'this  new  plan,  whatever  it  may  be?  If  odiccrs  are  to 
run  a  race  together  for  rank,  as  I  upderdand  they  are—- for 
although  the  intention  is  not  avowed  in  this  Houfe  by  Mini- 
dcrs,  applications  are  known  to  be  made  to  and  by  feveral 
oflicers — why  take  away  the  competition  of  the  army  of 
referve?  I  cannot  conceive  any  thing  more  irrational. 
When  a  new  mode  of  raifing  recruits  for  the  regular  army  is 
propofed,  ft  naturally  brings  to  my  mind  an  opinion  which  is 
much  difputed,  and  upon  which,  becaufe  it  is  fo  difputed  by- 
fome  great  military  authorities,  I  cannot  prcfume  to  pro- 
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iiounge  a  decided  rentioient;  I  mean  the  propriety  of  raifing 
.men  for  limited  fervice,  ahhough  I  certainly  fliould  think  it 
ihe  more  eligible  policy,  and  bed  calculated  to  render  the 
army  refpeAabie  and  efficient.  However,  military  objedions 
as  to  the  difficulty,  if  fuch  a  fyftem  exifled,  of  fupplying  our 
foreign  Nations,  muft  be  overcome  before  the  i^ftem  be  at. 
tempted.  As  to  the  plan  for  bringing  the  lri(h  militia  over 
here,  I  do  not  approve  of  it  under  exifiing  circumftances. 
No  argument  can  be  drawn  in  favour  of  fuch  a  plan  at  pre* 
fent,  {torn  a  precedent  which  occurred  in  quite  a. different 
fituation  of  things.  With  refped)  to  the  interchange  of  the 
militias  of  the  two  countries,  there  are  many  phyfical  objec- 
tions to  it  that  would  render  it  a  mcafure  very  difagreeable 
to  the  officers  connefied  with  both  militias ;  and  here  I 
mutt  notice  a  rumour  which  has  gone  abroad,  that  applica- 
lions  have  been  lately  made  to  the  privates  of  the  Weft 
Kent  militia,  without  the  knowledge  of  their  officers,  to  vo* 
lunteer  their  fervices  for  Ireland  ^  this  pradice  deferves 
to  be  firongly  reprobated.  Whar,  try  to  prevail  on  mea 
to  quir  their  own  coaft  within  half  a  day's  fail  of  theene. 
my,  to  proceed  to  the  diftance  of  Ireland!  The  hon. 
Mover  of  the  propofltion  under  debate  has  alluded  in  the 
couifeof  his  fpeech  to  the  power  which,  in  my  opinion, 
belongs  to  the  Crown,  to  call  out  the  population  of  the  Coun* 
try  in  the  event  of  aii  invafion,  asexprelfed  in  the  preamble 
to  the  general  defence  zGt.  1  perceive  that  the  hon.  Geft- 
tlemait*s  feniiments  differ  from  mine/  I  do  not  mean  todif- 
cufs  this  fubjed  at  prcfent ;  but  I  mufl  obferve,,  that  nothing 
appears  clearer  to  me  than  this  propofltion,  that  the  (late 
has  a  right  to  call  on  the  people  to  defend  it,  and  that  in  the 
Crown,  being  the  depontary  of  the  power  of  the  ftate»  is  vcft* 
ed  the  right  of  fo  calling  out  the  people  upon  a  great  emer- 
gency. This  right  1  think  I  could  Ihew,  from  a  fcrics  of 
precedents,  to  be  recognifed  by  the  conftitution  and  cuilom 
of  this  country  ;  that  it  is  a  right  inhererent  in  the  Crown 
to  ekercife  this  power  according  to  the  ncccffity  of  fuch  cafe 
as  may  arife,  and  to  be  limited  by  that  necellity.  The  Crown, 
it  muft  be  admitted,  pofl*effes.the  power  of  .'nnting  any  diftr^dt 
of  the  kingdom  under  martial  law,  in  cafe  of  invation  ;  fiib- 
je£t,  however,  to  that  refponfib  lity  to  which  Minivers  wiHild 
be  liable  for  the  abufe  of  any  fuch  power — The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  then  took  a  view  of  the  propofnion  of  the  hon. 
Mover,  refpe^ing  an  armed  peafanTry.  Of  this  mcafure 
he  approved,  but  not  univerfally«   If  it  were  adopted  in  foine 
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counties  on  the  coaft,  Tuch  as  Kent,  Suflex,  Eflex,  SuflTdk, 
Devoofhire,  part  of  Yorkflitre,  and  other  places,  which  might 
be  conGdered  in  the  propofed  Committee,  he  thought  it 
would  bo  unneceflary  to  refort  to  it  in  the  inland  counties. 
It  was  remarkable,  he  obferved,  that  no  orders  had  yet  been 
fent  lo  the  Lords  Lieiiienants  of  the  diiFerent  counties,  to 
make  out  the  clallification  or  enrolment  of  the  ftveral  males 
capable  of  bearing  arms  in  their  refpeAive  diftrids.  This 
furrti(hed  another  inftance  of  the  neglefi  of  Mioiftera, — ^After 
recapitulating  the  different  grounds  of  his  objeilions  to  Mi- 
jiifters,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  notice  of  the  ftale  of 
the  navy,  and  obferved  that  the  very  gun-brigs  which  be  re- 
commended on  a  former  occalion  were  now  building  With  all 
poffible  difpatch,  although  when  he  recommended  them  he 
was  condemned  to  fuffier  fome  obloquy  and  even  ridicule* 
which  officers  were  brought  from  diftant  commands  to  affift  in 
promoting.  He  proceeded  to  comment  on  the  negleA  of  the 
fortifications  fo  often  pointed  out  as  neceflary  on  panicular 
parts  of  the  coaft,  when  the  expenditure  of  a  few  thoufand 
pounds  might  prevent  the  employment  and  fave  the  lives  of 
many  thoufand  men.  In  alluding  to  this  negled,  he  did  not 
wifh  to  be  under  flood  as  at  all  faying  any  thing  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  or  the  Matter  General  of  the  Ordnance. 
He  defired  to  fpeak  only  of  the  Cabinet.  With  them  refted  the 
lerponribility — to  them  aMached  the  duty  of  providing  for 
every  part  of  the  public  defence.  In  conclufion,  the  right 
hon.  Genileroan  flated  that,  judging  of  Minifters  from  what 
they  had  done  and  what  they  had  omitted  to  do*— from  their 
flownefs  to  adopt  and  their  incapacity  to  ad  upon  any  vigorous 
plan  for  the  public  defence*-from  the  very  long  confideration 
ihey  required  upon  even  the  mofl  trifling  topics,  and  the  very 
ejrude  and  ilUdigefled  meafure^  they,  notwithflanding,  uni- 
formly brought  forward  ;  from  all  thofe  confideratibns  he  felt 
Jiimfelf  urged  by  a  iitong  fenfe  of  duty  to  the  Houfe,  to  his 
country,  and  to  his  Sovereign,  to  vote  for  the  appointment  of 
a  Committee  to  confides  of  dcvifing  fome  efFcAual  means  for 
our  protc6lion,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  all  that  a  great  nation 
could  hold  to  be  valuable.  The  opinion  which  he  gave  on 
this  occafion  he  wifhed  to  be  quite  undifguifed,  and  truiled 
that  it  was  not  likely  to  be  confidered  as  lightly  taken  up, 
but  rather  that  the  reafons  he  had  flated  were  amply  fuffi- 
cient  to  fudain  andjuflify  it. 

Mr.  Secretary  Forki^  after  having  paid  the  utmoft  attention 
to  the  able  and  brilliant  fpeech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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(Mr.  Fox),  dM  not  think  it  nedeflary  to  follow  htm  through 
ail  the  variety  of  topics  he  thought  proper  to  introduce, 
though  he  confefled  theoa  tobe  applicable  to  the  fubjeft,  on 
the  fuppofition  that  theMintfters  were  guilty  of  any  culpable 
negle^ :  they  came  at  prefent  in  the  Siape  of  imputattons, 
aad  it  would  be  time  enough  toanfwer  them  when  they  were 
alleged  at  dire£k  charget. '  Neither  would  he  now  enter  into 
an  enlarged  defence  of  the  fevefal  bills  adverted  to  inddentallyt 
and  which  the  Houfe  had  approved,  as  it  was  in  the  power 
of  any  Gentleman  to  renew  thedircuflionof  them,  by  moving 
for  their  repeal.  He  was  prepared  to  give  his  negative  to 
the  motion  now  propofed,  for  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to 
agree  to  it,  without .  confenting  to  give  up  all  the  reporu 
of  engineersi  all  the  information,  and  all  the  reports  made  to 
the  difierent  departments,  and  thereby  affording  the  enemy  all 
the  information  we  are  in  poiTeffion  of  ourfelves.  That  wootd 
be  a  ftrange  ftep^  indeed  at  fucfa  acrifls  as  we  are  in  at  prefent. 
What,  was  there  to  warrant  fuch  a  proceeding-  as  was  now 
'  called  for  ?  Was  there  any  fufpicion  or  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Minillers  at  prefecit  rankling  in  the  public  mind  i 
Was  there  any  deficiency  of  execution  on  our  parts,  or  any 
advantage  obtained  on  the  fide  of  the  enemy  i  Was  therp 
any  difcontent  or  diiraiisfadton  in  the  country?  [a  vhlmt 
crj  of  htar  !  hear  !  from  ihe  other  fide  4f  the  HoufeJ)  -He 
knew,  be  faid,  that  there  was  great  diflatisfadion  in  ~ibrac 
Gentlemen  of  that  Houfe,  but  he  had  heard  none  that  had 
manifefted  itfelf  in  the  nation.  There  was  indeed  fome  dif- 
fatisfadion  exprefled,  laft  autiimn,  from  the  fuppofition  ia 
fome  parts  of  the  country  thai  their  coafts  were  not  fiitteiently 
proteSed;  but  he  could  now  fay,  with  confidence,  that  there 
waa  not  a  diftrid  of  the  country  which  was  not  now  better 
defended  than  Ireland  was  at  the  time  when  Hoche  and  fait 
fleet  lay  off"  that  coaft  for  a  fortnight,  and  that  our  vohimteert 
were  now  in  a  higher  (late  of  dtfcipline  than  the  militia  were^ 
when  the  combined  fleet,  under  d'C«riiliers,  rode  trtumphaAt 
in  the  EngliOi  Channel.  The  motion\ppeared  to  him  a  mere 
pretence.  Why}  did  not  Gentlemqn  iti  a  ounly  man- 
ner bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  difmiflal  of  bis  Ma* 
jefty's  Miiiifters?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  under  the  gal- 
lery  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  indeed  fpoken  out^more  openly,  and  ex* 
plained  in  a  more  direct  and  candid  manner  what  his  intcn* 
lions  were.  That  Gentleman  had  pointed  out  what  appeared 
to  him  lobe  the  incongruities  and  defeils  of  meafures  haftily 
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brought  foi'ward  ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  neceflkry  tofuilow 
him  minutely  on  every  particular  point.  As  to  the  volunteers^ 
he  bad  repeated  on  that  fubje^l,  already  fo  much  diTcufled,  the 
fame  opinions  he  had  favoured  the  Houfe  with  at  diflFerent 
times  before.  All  the  criticifm  and  indeed  hypercriticifm 
fo  often  employed  in  judging  of  the  condudl  of  his  Majefty's 
MiniAers,  had  that  night  been  renewed..  In  anfwer  to  all 
thole  accufationSf  he  would  only  aflc  the  Houfe  to  confider 
what  had  been  done.  At  this  moment  the  volunteer  force 
was  ih  aHate  of  improvement  which- aftoniflied  not  only  all 
Europe*  but  the  people  of  this  country,  who  were  furprifed 
to  find  that  fyflem  To  rapidly  and^xtenfiveiy  eftabliflied.  Ac- 
cording  to  the  returns  now  made,  moft  of  the  volunteer  corps 
wete  armed,  for  it  appeared  that  only  about  fSyOoo  were  ftill 
without  firelocks.  In  England  and  Scotland  that  force 
amounled  at  prefent  10*330,000  men,  and  if  to  that  number 
the  volunteers  in  Ireland  were  added,  the  total  would  be  matp 
than  400,000  men  in  arms,  iiulependent  of  the  regular  army 
and  the  militia  ;  but  if  the  regulars  and  militia  were  added, 
the  whole  military  force  of  the  country  would  be  found  to 
exceed  500,000  men.  One  great  point  of  cenfure  urged 
againft  his  Majefiy's  Minifters  was,  that  they  had  not  taken 
nseafures  for  arming  the  peafantry  ;  and  it  feemed  to  be  fup- 
poTed  that»  from  an  inaccuracy  in  framing  the  defence  bilU 
it  became. impoflible  for  his  Majefly,  after  its^  fufpenfion,  to 
enforce  the  coropulfory  claufes.  He,  however,  did  not  ad* 
mit  that  there  was  any  fuch  obftacle;  but  contended,  that  in 
the  particular  fituation  of  this  country  it  was  inexpedient. 
He  ccMild  eafily  perceive  the  utility  of  an  armed  peafantry  in 
the  Black  Forcft,  on  the  banks  of  the  Neckar,  in  the  dcfiios 
of  th^  Tyrol,  or  other  parts  of  the  Continent,  where  not  only 
the  fooe  of  the  territory,  but  the  habits  of  the  people  were 
extremely  different  from  thofe  of  this  nation.  In  thofe  coun^ 
tries  the  peafantry  were  inured  to  arms  from  their  infancy  ; 
but  in  this,  tiiere  were  i«iany  who  did  not  know  the  butt  end 
ofamuflcet  from  its  muzxle.  The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Fox)  had  argued  much  againft  the  declaration  of  the  prero- 
gative contained  in  the  general  defence  bill  i  but  it  was  aft<K 
nifliing  that,  entertaining  fuch  opinions,  he  fliould  have  re- 
mained fiient  when  the  bill  was  introduced.  The  hon.  GeiK 
tleman  then  heard  him  date  the  grounds  of  that  claufe  to 
which  he  now  objeded ;  heard  hini  quote  precedents  in  fupport 
of  the  exercife  of  the  prerogative,  tfnd  yet  fuffered  the  bill  to 
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pafs  through  the  Houfe  without  making  the  fmalleft  obrer- 
vation  on  theclaufe  in  qu^ftion.  He  could  not  avoid  alfo 
expreffing  his  afloniflimcnt  to  learn  the  opinion  which  had 
been  given  on  this  fubjeA  by  another  high  authority,  efpeci  My 
when  he  recolleded  the  perfon  to  whonri  he  alluded  had,  in  his 
official  fituation,  once  intended  to  enforce  a  fimilar  principle 
with  regard  to  his  own  county.  With  refpefl:  to  the  blame 
imputed  to  MinifterSy  for  not  preparing  general  rules  for  the 
volunteer  corps,  he  reminded  the  Houfe  that  it  feem^d,  laft 
fcflion,  to  be  a  general  opinion,  that  no  rules  ought  to  be» 
•  in  the  firfl  inftance,  laid  down  for  the  volunteers,  and  that  it 
was,  by  almoft  every  one  who  fpokeon  the  fubjeS,  thought 
to  be  more  advifable  to  wait  and  Tee  how  the  fyflem  would 
work,  befoic  any  attempt  was  made  to  form  permanent  regu- 
lations. But  inftead  of  loofe  and  indifcriminate  cenfure,  why 
did  not  Genilemen  before  now  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  the  plans 
they  confidered  preferable  to  thofe  brought  forward  by  his 
Majcfty's  Miniftcrs  ?  At  fo  late  a  period  of  the  fcffion,  after 
tiie  bill  for  confolidatingand  amending  the  various  ads  rela- 
tive to  the  volunteer  force  had  paiTed  through  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  and  would  probably  foon  receive  the  royal 
aflent,  it  was  very  remarkable  that  fo  extraordinary  a  mea- 
furc  as  going  into  a  Committee  of  tiie^  whole  Houfe,  to  ex- 
amine that  and  the  other  a6ts  paiTed  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  Ihould  be  propofed.  Gentlemen  were  fully  juftified 
in  calling  for  accounts  of  the  military  force  of  the  country, 
when  they  doubted  the  (tatements  made  by  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters;  but  he  did  not  fuppofe  that  any  Gentleman  would 
think  it  proper  to  call  for  the  difiribution  of  that  force,  the 
publication  of  which  might  prove  pernicious  to  the  g^eral 
intereds  of  the  country.  To  the  produAion,  however,  of  an 
account,  ftating  the  general  amount  of  our  military  force, 
there  was  no  objedion.  The  ftatement  he  had  given  of  that 
force  on  a  former  occafion,  would,  he  was  convinced,  be 
found,  on  comparifon,  to  be  corre£t. — Another  ground  of 
cenfure  which  the  bon.  Gentleman  had  dated  was,  that  his 
Majefty's  Minifters  had  deceived  the  country  with  refpeA  to 
the  continuance  of  peace,  and  reduced  the  military  force  to 
too  low  aneftabliihment.  This  charge  was  nolefs  unfounded 
than  the  others  which  had  been  brought  forward.  He  could 
not  now  repeat  the  prec'fe  words  he  had  ufed  in  moving  the 
army.eftimates  after  the  peace  :  but  it  mud  be  recollected,  he 
then  dated,  that  in  order  to  afford  any  chance  of  rendering 
the  peace  lading,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  maintain  a  very 
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large  peace  eftablKhment.  The  diminutron  of  the  infznxrj 
which  then  took  place,  was  rn  the  finallcft  poflible  propor*- 
tion  ;  it  confifted  only  of  two  regiinenis,  which  had  beeo 
enlifted  for  a  limited  fervice,  and  the  fame  principle  for 
difchar^ing  as  few  as  poflitble,  was  adhered  to  in  reducing 
the  militia.  It  was  next  added,  why  did  not  his  Majefty's 
Minifters  take  meafures  to  keep  up  the  volantecr  force  dur- 
ing he  peace  ?  Surely  it  could  not  be  forgotten  that  he  had 
brought  in  a  bill  for  that  purpofe  after  the  peace.  In  point 
of  fad^y  in  confequence  of  that  bill,  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
yeomanry  cavalry,  amounting  to.  about  10,000,  and  fome  of 
the  beft  volunteer  corps  in  towns,  were  maintained  entire. 
With  regard  to  ihe  iifficuliy  of  recruiting  the  army  at  the 
recommenceiTient  of  hoftilities,  that  was  not  at  all  furprif- 
jng,  when  it  was  coniidered  how  much  the  men  who  were 
diibanded  at  the  end  of  the  peace  muft  have  been  fatigued 
by  the  continuance  of  the  laft  war.  The  fame  difficulty 
was  felt  in  recruiting  for  the  marines.  The  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  defcribed  himfelf  as 
the  parent  of  the  army  of  referve,  and  other  meafures 
taken  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  If  that  was  the 
fadt,  he  was  ready'  to  admit  that  thefe  meafures  had  come 
from  a  very  illuftrious  fcurce*  Doubtlefs  fome  ideas  in  the 
meafures  alluded  to  had  been  fuggefled  by  the  hoii.  Gentle- 
man ;  bfut  with  regard  to  tire  army  of  referve  ad,  he  mu(l 
Aate,  that  the  plan  of  it  came  from  a  different  quarter  :  it 
was  firft  fubmitted  to  his-Majefiy's  Minifters  by  a  highly  re- 
fpedable  general  officer.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
contended,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  army  of  referve  aA  was 
an  impolitic  meafure,  and  that  was  a  qiieftion  which  the 
Houfe  would  have  other  opportunities  of  difcuffing.  All  the 
leafoning  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  tended  to 
fliew  the  neceffity  of  rendering  the  army  of  referve  a  perma- 
nent meafure ;  but  the  queflion  on  Wednefday  would  not 
be,  whether  it  (hould  be  permanent  or  not,  but  merely  whe- 
ther it  (hould  not  experience  a  temporary  fufpenfion,  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  railing  a  new  levy  of  regular  troops  ?  When 
the  fubje£V  came  to  be  regularly  difcuiTed,  he  hoped  he  flioiild 
be  able  to  (hew,  that  by  fuipendiiig  the  operation  of  this  aft 
for  twelve  months,  it  would  be  eafy  to  raife  18  or  20  bat- 
talions of  regular  infantry.  But  it  was  afked,  how  could 
any  oneexpe£t  to  raife  men  at  a  bounty  of  lol.  for  the  army, 
when  at  prefent  they  got  30  and  50!.  for  the  militia  ?  All 
be  could  fay  on  this  point  was,  that  the  bed  informed  mili- 
tary 
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tary  officers  were  of  opinion  that  men  could  be  To  rniTed  for 
tke  army,  provided  the  connpetition  of  the  militia  and  army 
of  refcrve  did  not  cxid.  The  allowance,  to  be  given,  wss 
ten  guineas  to  each  man*  and  two  guineas  to  the  recruiting 
officer,  and  the  plan  to  be  adopted  was  very  different  from 
that  of  recruiting  for  rank  which  had  formerly  prevailed, 
and  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  very  properly  blamed. 
It  was  propfifed^  according  to  the  pre<ent  plan,  that  only  one 
ftep  of  rank  ffaould  be  obtained  by  recujiting.  For  raifing  a 
certain  number  of  m&n,  a  major  mighv  bcrcome  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  a  captain  a  major,  or  a  lieutenant  a  ca^itain^  and  a 
gentleman  who  raifed  a  certain  proportion  might  on  that 
account  acquire  an  eniigncy  ;  JJHit  the  mo(l  pofitive  injunc- 
tions were  to  be  ifTued,  that  no  money  above  the  boutny  al- 
lowed by  Government  (hould  be  given  for  lecrjuits.  This 
order,  rigoroiJly  enforced,  would  prevent  an  evil  which  had 
formerly  prevailed  to  a  great  extent  in  recruiting.  He  la* 
fliented  that  it  (hould  have  been  fuppofed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  a  difiinguifiied  naval  officer  had  intended  to 
throw  any  ridicule  on  his  opinions.  I'he  expreffion  iifed  by 
that  officer  was  one  very  common  among  naval  people,  and 
was  employed  to  (hew  their  contempt  of  ihe  enemy's  fdrce. 
When,  therefore,  the  gun-  boats  were  called  a  Mufquito  fleetf 
he  would  venture  to  aflbire  the -right  hon.  Gentleman  that  no 
ridicule  of  his  opinions  was  meant.  He  fubfcribed  to  the 
opinion  of  the  naval  officer  alluded  to,  that  fo  long  as  the 
enemy  had  not  more  ffiips  of  the  line  than  us,  it  was  of  little 
confequence  whether  they  had  lefs  or  more  fmall  craft.  It 
(eemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
ihe  enemy '«  boats  were  to  be  fent  out  unprotefied  to  make 
their  way  to  this  coaS,  in  the  expefiation  that  thofe  which 
ivere  hot  deilroyed  would  be  fufficiently  numerous  to  effeA 
the  purpoTe  on  which  they  were  fent.  Might  it  not  as  well 
be  fuppofed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  perfon  who  was 
collecting  the  gun-boats  at  Flufhing  and  Boulogne,  to  follow 
apian  fimilar  to  thofe  projeded  by  Marihil  Saxe  and  Tour- 
ville?  Gim-boats  might  be  very  good  to  oppofe  a  landing» 
or  to  harafis  t4\e  enemy  on  the  paflTage,  but  the  danger  of  the 
country  would  be  great  indeed,  if  its  prote£tion  depended  on 
a  competition  of  boat  to  boat.  He  protefted  againll  the  im- 
putation thrown  on  the  Admiralty  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man«  ia  his  obfervaiions  on  naval  defence.  The  prefent  Ad* 
iniralty  had  done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  probe  the 
abufes  of  the  nayal  dcpartmept  to  the  ji)ottom«  It  was  re- 
4  F  2  markable. 
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markable,  that  during  the  Adoiiniftralion  of  Lord  Temple 
and  Lord  Anfon^  there  had  been  built  in  the  King's  dock- 
yards nearly  feven  (hips  of  the  tine  a  year,  the  net  average 
vras  fix  three  quarters.  In  the  fucceeding  years,  however, 
the  average  number  of  (hips  built  in  the  royal  dock-yards 
never  exceeded  four  in  the  year,  and  the  principal  part  of 
our  navy  was  built  in  the  merchants'  yards ;  would  it  not  then 
be  fit  for  the  Houfe  to  paufe  before  they  proceeded  to  cen- 
fure  the  Admiralty  on  this  account?  With  regard  to  the 
fubje£i  of  fortifications,  that  prefented  a  queftion  of  great 
difficulty.  Formerly  it' was  regarded  as  a  fubjed  not  fit  to 
be  touched  upon  in  that  Houfe  ;  but  he  was  glad  to  fee  that 
this  opinion  no  longer  exifted.  The  fentiments  of  thofe  beft 
informed  on  the  fubjeft  were  not  fo  much  in  favour  of  for- 
tifications as  many  who  had  fp^Aen  in  that  Houfe.  Even 
Martello  towers,  which  had  been  fo  ftrongly  recommended, 
VfCTt  confidered  by  many  eminent  military  charaders  as  total- 
Iv  unfit  for  the  defence  of  this  coaft.  Having  replied  to  the 
different  points  which  had  been  urged  againfl  his  MajeOy's 
Minifters,  he  again  recommended  it  to  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
"who  had  fpoken,  to  bring  fx)rward  a  dired  motion  againft  his 
Majefty's  Minifters,  if  they  really'thought  it  their  duty  fo 
to  do,  and  not  to  aim  at  their  difmilTal  by  a  fort  of  fide- wind 
meafure,  like  that  which  they  had  now  reforted  to. 
'  Mr.  George  yartfinart  thought,  if  objeftions  were  made  to 
the  general  condufl  of  his  Majefly's  Miniflers,  the  regular 
tvay  would  be  to  addrefs  the  Sovereign  on  their  incompe- 
tence. 

Sir  IVilltam  Pu^ieney  was  of  opinion  there  was  no  ground 
to  juflify  the  motion  before  the  Houfe,  becaufe  on  all  thofe 
points  where  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  throw  blame  on 
hfs  Majefty's  Miniflers,  it  aopcared  to  him  they  had  done 
right.  They  were,  however,  out  men,  and  mufl  not  be  ex- 
pefled  to  be  perfefl.  To  human  nature  allowance  muft  be 
nlade  for  fome  faults,  from  which  they  could  not  be  wholly 
free  any  more  than  their  predecefTors,  in  whofe  condu£i  there 
were  many  faults,  and  grofs  ones  too,  which  he  could  cafily 
point  out.  When  the  prefcnt  Miniflers  came  into  office,  the 
country  was  engaged  in  profecutiiig  a  long,  arduous,  expen- 
fivQ,  and  unpopular  war,  which  had  been  fo  long  carried  on 
by  their  predeccflbrs,  and  with  fiich  enormous  expence,  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  that  night  joined  fo  hear- 
tily in  the  ccnfure  of  Miniflers,  could  not  have  carried  it  on 
for  three  months  longer.    He  roufl  have  been  forced  from 
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his  (ituation,  by  tht  fpirit  and  fenfe  of  the  country,  htdhe  lon^ 
ger  perfifled  in  it ;  and  he  had  no  difficulty  in  aiierting  that  he 
eould  not  have  made  peace  with  an  enemy  implacable  againft 
hisadminiftration.  In  that  critical  and  arduous  moment,  his 
Majefty's  prefcnt  Minifters  cam^  forward  and  concluded  a 
peace,  (o  welcome  to  the  wifhes  of  the  people.  But  if,  unhap- 
pily, tliofe  Miniders  had  fince  found  that  the  revival  of  the 
war  was  unavoidable,  was  there  a  man  within  or  without  thofe 
walls,  was  there  a  power  in  Europe  who  \^s  not  convinced  that 
the  fault  lay  folely  in  the  relUefs  ambition  and  infulting  ag* 
grelTions  of  the  enemy,  and  was  by  no  means  juflly  attribu- 
tableau  his  MajeRy's  Minifters,  for  whofe  condufl  on  that 
occafion  the  country  owed  them  indelible  obligations?  for 
by  that  conduct  they  manifefted  their  (incerity  in  the  wifh  of 
peace,  and  their  readinefs  to  make  every  concedion,  not 
diffionourabie.to  the  country,  for  \\i  maintenance;  and  by 
that  means,  under  the  dire  and  inevitable  necefEty  of  renew- 
ing the  war,  ihcy  juftified  ihemfclvcs  in  the  eye?  of  their 
country  and  of  all  Europe ;  and  excited  that  unanimous  and 
glorious  fpirit,  in  which  the  nation  flood  ready  to  vindicate  its 
honour  and  fccurity,  and  to  hurl  defiance  10  the  foe.  (Hear! 
hear  !  hear  !)  When  war  was  found  inevitable,  they  adopt- 
ed with  the  utmofl  promptitude,  the  meafures  befl  calcu- 
lated  to  call  forth  the  military  flrengih  of  the  country. 

Sir  H.  Pop/tarn  held  in  his  hand  a  printed  paper,  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  Houfe,  relative  to  the  navy,  in  which,  he 
faid,  different  inaccuracies  were  to  be  found.  I'he  number 
of  veflels  in  fervice  were  rated  at  1 874  ;  on  calculating  them 
up,  however,  he  faw  that  they  only  amounted  to  1652,  be- 
ing an  error  to  the  amount  of  222.  The  luitDber  of  feamen, 
marines,  &c.  was  taken  from  the  returns  on^the  Soth  of 
November,  amounting  to  77,894,  and  no  dcduflion  was 
made  for  deaths,  defertions,  Sec.  between  that  time  and  the 
13th  March,  when  the  lifl  was  made  up.  Were  the  re^ 
turns  from  the  different  fleets,  &c.  laid  on  the  table,  the 
Houlb  would  fee  that  this  was  not  a  corieft  ftatement. 

Captain  Markham  confidered  the  iitft  inaccuracy  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  Officer  as  merely  an  error  in  calculation. 
As  to  the  other,  fo  far  from  being  an  exaggerated  flatement  of 
the  number  of  feamen  and  maiines,  it  was  very  much  under- 
rated, as  it  contained  none  of  ihe  returns  of  imprefled  men» 
or  of  thofe  who  had  entered  fmce  the  30th  of^  November. 
With  lefpedl  to  defertion,  that  was  a  very  unc  -mmon  cir- 
cumllancc,  and  the  hofpitiils  were  in  fo  complete  a  (late 
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that  not  a  tenth  part  fo  many  men  died  as  during  the  laft 
Ifar.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  laid  great 
firefs  on  the  preparations  on  the  other  fide  the  ChanneUand 
feemed  to  think  that  the  flotilla  at  Boulogne  ought  to  be  met 
by  a  flmilar  flotilla.  This,  however,  was  an  erroneous  opi- 
nion. The  heft  mode  of  oppofing  them  was  by  larger  (hipSp 
which  would  be  like  men  oppofing  boys.  It  was  impoflible 
to  prevent  the  enemy's  boats  coming  along  (hove,  and  our 
fmalier  veflels  couldnot  keep  their  pofition  on  the  enemy's 
coaft.  The  hon.  Captain  vindicated  Sir  Edward  Pellew 
from  any  wlfh  to  ridicule  Mr.  Pitt,  which  he  could  aiTurc 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  far  from  the  intention 
of  his  gallant  Friend.  He  alfo  aflerted  the  propriety  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Admiralty  in  every  particular. 

The  AiHrney  Gemral — Sir,  I  beg  to  exprefs  my  humble 
/reliance  that  the  Houfe  will  indulge  me  with  their  attentioa 
to  a  few  obfervations  on  the  fubjefl  now*  before  them,  and 
in  vindication  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  whofe  difmiflai 
from  their  fltuations  is  the  avowed  objeAof  the  motion  this 
night  brought  forward  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  over  againft 
me  (Mr.  Fox) ;  and  I  (liould  not  feel  that  I  bad  done  my 
duty  to  my  King  and  Country,  if  I  fhould  omit  to  exprefe 
my  ailonifhment  at  the  manner  in  which  the  queftion  has 
been  opened  by  that  hon.  Gentleman.  If  the  queftion  be 
carried  this  night  in  favour  of  that  motion,  and  efpecially 
upon  the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  under  the 
gallery  (Mr.  Pitt),  there  can  be  no  queflion  of  its  being  foU 
lowed  by  the  reiignation  of  the  Mmiftry,  who  can  no  longer 
confent  to  retain  their  fituations  under  fo  obvious  a  decla- 
ration^  that  they,  have  loft  the  confidence  of  the  Hou(e  of 
Commons.  But  I  would  afk  the  hon.  Gentleman,  if  this 
is  the  fpecies  of  condu6l  I  am  to  expe^l  from  his  candour 
and  liberaiity  ?  Is  it  on  a  motion  of  this  fort,  containing  no 
dire£^  charge  of  any  criminal  ad  or  omiflion  on  the  part  of 
his  Majefty's  Minifters,  that  I  am  to  expe£t  a  decition,  in 
which  is  infidioufly  involved  the  queftion,  whether  or  not 
they  fhall  any  longer  retain  the  confidence  of  this  Houfe,  or 
continue  to  fill  thofe  fituations  in  -which  they  have  a£ted 
with  fo  mucji  zeal  and  integrity^  and  I  will  add,  with  fuch 
fignal  efl^efi  for  the  fcrvice  and  fecurity  of  their  King  and 
Country  ?  Is  this  a  fpecies  of  condud  confiftent  with  the 
candour  and  manlinefs  of  his  charafter,  or  the  dignity  which 
I  have  on  fo  many  occafions  admired,  though  on  fo  maAy 
others  I  have  had  reafon  to  cenfure  ?  Could  I  have  ex* 
pedlcd  from  hiroi  to  chufe  fuch  a  mode  or  fuch  a  fubjed,  to 
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€oHe£i  every  ftray  vote  and  every  llray  op'mioti,  to  imprefs 
with  his  purpofc  the  minds  of  many  Gentlemen,  brought 
together  from  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  country  with  no 
trivial  (hare  of  management  and  ind^iftry  ?  (A  cry  of  hear  I 
hear!)  Sir,  I  repeat  it — Gentlemen  brought  hither,  with  the 
utmoft  induftry,  from  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  to  heat 
the  attack  this  night  upon  his  Majefly's  Minifters,  preparatory 
to  their  fall  under  a  fubfequcnt  meafure,  namely,  an  addref» 
to  his  Majefty  for  their  difmiflal  ?     Of  this,  it  is  obvious,  the 
motion  before  the  Houfe  is  the  forerunner ;    but  if  this 
Houfc  (l)all  agree  to  a  motion  brought  foiward  in  fuch  a 
manner,  I  have  no  hefitation  in  declaring  it  will  fanf^ion  a 
projeft  the  moft  to  be  deplored,  under,  exifting  circum- 
flances,  that  ever  was  adopted  by  a  Houfe  of  Parliament. 
With  regard  to  the  principle  of  the  prerogative  vefted  in 
the  Crown,  for  calling  on  the  fcrvices  of  the  body  of  the 
people  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  endeavoured  to  throw  fome  doubts  ort  the  exiftence  of 
that  prerogative.     In  fupport  of  his  reafoning,  he  adduced 
forae  palTages  from  Judge  Foftcr — certainly  I  will  allow  his 
authority  upon  any  legal  fubjeA :  and  he  concludes,  that  if 
this  prerogative  does  exift,  it  is  only  in  the  fanflion  of  mo- 
dern ufage,  and  in  cafes  of  adual  invafion.     Now,  Sir,  I 
would  beg  to  afk,  if  it  exifts  only  in  cafes  of  invafion,  what 
is  the  occurrence  in  modern  ufage  in  this  country  by  which 
only  it  is  fan£>ioned  ?  for  certainly  the  inftances  of  modern 
invafion  of  this  realm,  afford  no  opportunity  for  inflances 
of  its  exercife  ;  and  the  pradicc  has  obtained  principally,  if 
not  entirely,  on  ancient  ufage.     For  my  own  part,  I  have 
no  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  the  prerogative  in  the  Crown  ; 
and  it  mud  appear  to  every  man  of  ordinary  perception,  that 
in  cafes  of  invafion,  when  the  power  of  the  magiftrate  and 
of  the  law  courts  is  for  a  time  fufpcnded,  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown  Is  all  in  all  for  the  well-being  of  the  realm. 
With  refped  to  the  motion  before  the  Houfe,  if  it  is  meant 
to  precede  ^n  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  for  the  difmiftal  of  his 
prefent  Minifters,  it  is  necelTary  at  leaft  toconfider  on  what 
grounds,  of  what  thofe  Minifters  have  done  or  left  undone, 
fo  marked  a  meafure  of  cenfure  is  called  for;  and  it  wilt 
behove  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  this  Houfe,  before  they 
confent  to  affix  their  hand  to  fuch  a  meafure,  to  confider 
well  how  it  can  be  juftified,  and  to  look  a  little  further  and 
confidsr  what  are  ihe  confeqvences  likely  to  refute  from  the 
councils  of  men  fuch  as  thofe  who  are  likely  to  become  the 
fucceflbrs  bf  the  prefent  Adminiftratioo.    An  hon.  Gentle- 
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man,  "who  has  this  night  taken  occafion  to  cenfare  his  Ma* 
jefty's  Miniftcrs  for  ihe   peace  they  had  concluded,  feems  lo 
forget  his  own  declaration  on  thelubjefl  of  that  peace,  upon 
a  fornaer  occafion.     He  then  gave  it  ^ts  approbation,  .and 
faid,  that,  confidcring  the  ftate  of  the  world,  and  tlie  firua* 
tion  in  which  this  country  Rood,  it  was  the  beft  that  could  be 
obtained,  and  he  hailed  it  as  fuch  ;  while  another  right  hon. 
Gentleman^  whom  I  will  call  his  new  ally  on  the  prefcnt 
occafion,  deprecated  the  peace,  and  cojidemned  it  as  a  moft 
mifchievous  and  ruinous  meafure.     Th  fc  difficulties  I  Ihall 
leave  for  thofe   great  ftatefmen  to  feitletit  the  next  cabinet 
ihey  hold  ;  but  putting  the  authority  of  the  one  agai^ift  the 
other,  I  will  a(k,  what  fort  of  cpngruity  the  country  can  ex- 
pert from  a  junSion  of  both  ?   For  the  peace  which  was  con* 
eluded,  every  Biiiifli   heart  acknowledged   gratitude   to  his 
Majefty's  prefent  Minifters  ;  and  to  ihem  is  entirely  owing 
the  unanimity  of  the  whole  empire  in  fijpport  of  the  prefpnc 
war — an  unanimity  worth  all  the  foidicrs  liiat  were  diibanded 
at  the  conclufion  of  the  peace.     But  the  hon.   Gentleman 
allows  no  excufc  to  his  Majefly's  Minifters  for  recommenc- 
ing an  unavoidable  war;   but  charges  them  with  involving 
the  country  in  danger.     1  (hould  be  glad,  Sir,  if  his  tajenis 
had  been  always  roufed  to  aAion  by  a  fenfe  of  his  country's 
danger.     I  fliould  rejoice,  Sir,  to  remember,  that  his  vigi- 
lance and  his  energies  bad  always  been  excited  by  a  fenfe  of 
the  danger  of  that  country,  for  which  he  now  profefles  fo 
much  alarm  and  folicitude.     But,  ^ir,  wben  public  danger 
threatened  this  country  on  a  former  and  no  very  remote  oc* 
cafioni  bow  did  the  hon.   Member  manifcft  his  folicitude?  . 
Was  it  by  deferting  his  duty  in  this  Houfe  ?    (Hear!  hegr  !j 
When  the  annihilation  of  the  naval  powej  of  the  country, 
was  menaced  by  the  mutiny,  where  was  the  hon.  Ccnile-* 
man?  Net  at  any  plac6  wliere  his. duty  (hould  have  pcefled 
him.    ( Hear  i  bear  ! )    So  much  for    the  hon.  Genileman*s, 
zealt  and  his  alarm  at  the  public  danger.     I  have  no  cha^c. 
to.  make  againft    his  confiftency  in  fupporting  the   peace, 
becaufe,  during  the  whole  of  the  war,  he  was  readv  to  make; 
peace  upon  alrhod  any  terms:  and  therefore  I  might  fuppofc 
he  would  bs  as  ready  on,  the  fame  principle  to  fupporipeacc: 
agaii^.     But  l;»ow  will  he  reconcile  ihljprirvctpl'e  to  ifacjight 
hon.  Gcritjpman  who  goes  aloiig  with  hirh  irj  ih|^  meafu»c, 
and  who  has  fcp^eatedly  declared  that  peace , to  have  fo/uiik 
the  fpirit  of  the  country,  and  the  hearts  of  Englilhmen,  that 
they  have  not  courage  to  raife  their  hands  againll  France  ?  I 
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know  how  nmch  the  arrogance  and  acerbity  with  which  that 
p?ace  was  contlccnned,  and  the  charader  and  courage  of  the 
country  traduced^  may  have  contributed  to  excite  the  enemy  to 
ncMC  defigns  of  hoftility  agalnd  us;  but  certainly,  if  Bona- 
parte felt  any  difpoGtion  .to  infult  and  attack  this  country,  I 
know  of  nothing  fo  well  calculated  to  induce  him  to  l)elieve  he 
tnight  do  it  with  impunity,  as  the  language  held  on  that  occa- 
fion  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  But  now  that  this  fallen, 
aifpirited,  and  pufillanimous  nation,  is  again  difpofed  to  afiert 
Jtfelf,  and  (hew  its  fpirit  againft  the  common  enemy,  his  Ma* 
jedy's  Miniders  are  .attacked  for  renewing  the  war,  and  con- 
demned throu€;h  every  vcftige  of  their  proceedings  in  conduc- 
ing it.  Sir,  I  fay  it  would  be  an  aft  of  the  utmoft  rafhnefs 
in  this  Houfe,  at  fuch  a  crifis  as  the  prefent,  to  move  for  the 
difmiffil  of  his  Majefly's  Minifters,  or  agree  to  any  motion, 
neceflarily  leading  to  fuch  a  raeafure,  without  well  confidcr- 
ing  what  would  be  likely  to  follow,  and  who  to  fucceed  them 
— to  confider  a  little  the  difpofition  of  thofe  fucccfibrs ;  and 
if  we  only  examine  a  little  the  coniiftency  of  their  principles 
and  politics,  we  (hall  find  but  little  caufe  to  rely  on  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  meafures.— Here  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
ceeded to  recapitulate  feveral  of  the  ftatemcnts  of  the  public 
force,  in  vindication  of  the  vigilance  and  aSivity  qf  Mmif- 
ters,  which  tie  argued  were  never  furpafled  by  any  Mjniders 
of  thiscounuy,  at  any  period  of  our  hiftory;  and  acjded, 
that  their  exertions  in  the  courfe  of  (he  lafl  year,  amounted, 
ft Ima  facie i  to  a  conclufion  in  their  favour,  having  within 
that  period  raifed  the  public  (Irength  to  the  utmoft  piich  of 
which  it  was  capable  in  fo  ihort  a  time. — We  are  told,  con- 
tinued the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  our  Country  is  in  a 
ftate  of  fiege  ;  and  how  does  it  appear? — why,  in  our  fleets 
blockading  the  ports  of  the  enemy  !  It  is  faid,  that  we  are 
degraded  in  (he  eyes  of  all  Europe  1  I  (houid  be  glad  to.know 
the  name  of  that  nation,  Which,  among  the  furrounding 
Countries  of  humiliated  Europe,  can,  from  its  proud  and  ele- 
vated dignity,  look  down  upon  the  prefent  humble,  prodrate 
ftate  of  degraded  England! — If,  indeed,  the  powers  of  the 
Continent  felt  that  England,  crouching  with  terror  within 
her  own  ports,  felt  alarm  only  for  her  own  fafety,they  might 
feel  fentiments  of  contempt  for  her  Htuation  ;  but  viewing 
her  as  the  only  nation  able  to  cope  with  the  gigantic  power 
and  ambition  of  France, .  which  has  humbled  all  the  reft  of 
Europe,  and  the  only  rallying  point  to  which  Europe  can 
turn  for  the  hopes  of  its  emancipation  \  I  am  ai  a  lofs  to  coni» 
Vol.  II.  lii03-4.  4  G  ceivt 
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teiTO  what  U  meant  by  this  degradation*    I  recotleftv  iodeed* 
the  vaunts  of  thoenvtny  i  ttm  ^h^at^  ^  '&brSftnih1fM6b  { 
the  Deimtiia  ift  Cahki^r  ^ke  ttfSkM^  Xhift'  j^n«6'>snd 
England  coutdLfiM  boihtaiftfe'llMe  (Inteftcmifpheit'^  and 
the  meDaoes'Cf  BmiDBpafie  of  ottr  mfef^ftrHflPiori  :  hot  ve 
have  feen  hismfterwardf  eroinsh  tbaf^adsWfilF'fhfiscotin* 
try,  and  to  pnreha&that  peace  by  furrchdefln|f^he  territories 
of  his  alUos;  and  bow  does  he  now  menace' our  tHftriifltbnl 
Why,  by  fleets  that  darcitot  <futt  his  fitofeihcyond  the  prb^ 
tedion  of  tbofr  batteries  that  line  his  coaft  ftom  Duri^irk  to 
Boulogne.     Fromaii  union^  fuch  as  the  iY)et!on  of  this  night 
propoies  to  cfibft,  in  fut:cefRon  to  his  Majiifty's  i|>rercift  Mi- 
nifterst  no  unity  oF  fentiment  Can  be  c»peAfd.    Jtt  i  tabU 
net  contpofeddF  fitch  oppofite  principled,  ItideM,  ho' Uiiioa 
can  exfft;     I  Ihinic  it  leatremely  probable,  for  tn((ahioe,  that 
one  of  the.  6rft  mearures  that  wo«)d  be  propofed  hrAii  right 
hon  Gentleman  o|ipaftte  to  itie(Mr.  Fox)  wotiM  he  a  peace 
vritiv  Bonaptarte^  sird  preibably  through-  ibe  med&rton  of 
Ruflia,  Bttivl  aft;,  ia  it  to  be  tfxptded  Tucha  peace  Would  be 
propofed  in  fudi  terms  ais  his  tight  boo.  ally  Wotdd  be  in- 
duced t#  agree  to  ?  I  know  there  are  many  Oentlcmen  iu 
this-  Hovfe  to-sight,  wb»  may  be  induced  to  vote  in  favout 
of  thia  Qiieftion,  trcti  with  a  view  to  the  reihoval  9f  bia  A(&- 
jefty'a  i^reTttit  MinMers,  ho  hope  that  it  might  fead  to  foim 
a  mfniArjTi  at  the  heiid  oF^  which  might  be  pVaced  the  ttg^t 
hon.  GemklfnaawDdea  the  gailery.  I  Icnow  hh  great  t^tentt 
tnd  his  exalted mifid  I  and  i  Icoow  that  great  goododuft  ha 
.  attained  for  tbii  count ryi  under  any  government  whdi?  he  is 
placed  at  the  head*    But  does  any  man  imagine  it  pbi]Jbki 
ne  oou)4*QTfr  uaia^  with  the  hon,  Gentleman  oppefite  tptfi^p,- 
who  hais  h  tttteu  arraigned  his  government,  as  ao  abocaBa^ 
t ion  td  thin  country ;  and  the  whole  of  his  meafiires  as  tte' 
mod  wicltedi  dangerous,  and  unconftitutioaa)  f  ^  who  baa 
arratgned  him  repeatedly  as  guiliy  of  the  vilcft  corraptioQ 
and  pfofi^cr ;  and  accufed  him  of  wickedly  and  mmecdT- 
farily  pnitraaing  the  late  war,  and  ptomoihig  the  nm  of 
his  coumrjr  ?   Can  it  be  poffible  that  the  bon.  Member  twer 
agaii^  me  (Mr,  Fox),  now  juft  returning  to  thia  l^ovle  fram 
tmit  retirement  he  foughti  in  dtfgiift,  at  the  meafaresof  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  under  ttie  gallery,  will  dedicate  bis 
6rft  exertion  to  ralfe  again  to  power  that  Mini&er  whole 
forooer  fway  he  confidered  fo  odioast  and  his  snoiAry  the 
greiteft  calamity  to  this  country  ?  Sir,  I  cannot  fuppofe  facb 
an  objeA  poffible.    It  may  belmagined^  that  the  right  hoo 
*      '  "  *  GcmUeaiaai 
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Gen^jnpBiaA  l^wier  ftitt  gMtf  it  defiiour'of  tiifing  to  power 
the.lio9(>  ^cwbpr  Aver  iIm  wmj.i  tbit  I>  think  eqoallj  iai« 
pcobabJc*, .  I  4o  f  (»t  fay  the  4i(graee  wouU  1)6  greater. m  on« 
thaa^lQ  theWm;i  1^  t^iat  it  w^uld  be  equally  difgraccftil  to 
koch.  l.'^m^eady  to  give  tbe  right  bon.*GeQtkenian  under 
the  gallcfy  crecUt  for  every  ,tbtog  inagnaaimoin,  ^or  every 
tiuog  Ubqral.  ior  every  readinefs  tofacrifice  political  rcfenu 
ineot  or  party  pique,  wh^n  at  fuch  a  crifii  ihey  may  ftatul  in 
the.' way  uf  Us  ooontry*s  good  ;  and  I  am  fore  he  Would  feel 
it  a.load  ^afi  from  his  feelings.  But  1  do  not  believe  that  he 
can  raciiSce  the  great  principle  t^f  his  conriftenqr  ;  acid  I  can 
never  think' that  two  men  of  principles  To  totally  oppofite, 
could  meet  at  the  fame  couocit  boardv  withottt  fticb  coticeal* 
meot&or  cJiffiipulation  «&  would  render  each  defjpicabib  in  the 
eyea  o(  tfae  other,  4ind  both  in  their  own.  1  beg  to  aik,  If  this 
could  ^  coniidered  zs  a  meaiM  of  defending  the  taarton  ;  if 
k  could  jbc  for  the  good  of  the  couatryf  that  Advinfftration 
Ibould  contitme  in  their  fituaiioas  afies  the  confidence  ot 
Parljament  was  withdrawn  from  tfaemi  And  if  they  are  to 
cpntinue  in  place,  would  it  ^or  be  madrlefi  fort^e  Houfe  to 
mcccdc  to.this  meaftire  ^  I  big  to  $Sl,  h  this  a  dnrie  «o  repeal 
the  habeas  corpus  fufpeiifion  law  in  leeland,  or  the  juattial 
law  bill  ?  I^  \tf  I  alky  a^rudent  moment  toagltate  the  Ct* 
tholic  ^uedionf  is  it  a  time -to  aflinailate  this  hoiBefy  coft« 
ftituaan  of  ours  to-^hat  **  eaalted  monuiRcat:*ef  bmnan  wif- 
4oo\**— <)>c  Gt^ycrumiM  taf  Ftanct  »  (Ih^nt.JtUff}T\i^ 
^fa*.Gent^en  who  join  in  the.  {MJrpofis.of  tfaeuiotion  may 
%D)c  {qx  it,  but  it  wUI  bfeonie  the  wjfdonaof  the  Houfe  to 
paufe  U/ore  they  ado|pt  H,  Ji  would  cmyam  evm  the  hen. 
Cgp^len^n  biipfelf,  by  the  many  welWfougbt  Aiyaof  aigii* 
Qept  he  h^mf^nt^ned  if^xhii  Hotife;  I  coii}urehim  by  the 
nsfjmQrjyof  bi^fl^.afiisd  fri^^id  Mr.  Butke**-^!  wotild  eenjore' 
him  bya^ti^iMry  he  fliould«'9nd  be  ougbt  ip  teipeClrBW^^-* 
themetnpry  oif  his  departed  felf — to  (top  before  Ui  loelate^ 
ut^dht;ipx&  he  iign$  ^s\d  ieals  A>revev  hiaown.incotifiilency. 
A  Govevnmentf  at  the  bead  of  which  (houM  bc' placed  a 
n;iap,,tbe  enihuiiailic  admirer  of  French  pnnc'rfit^'^fOnkr!' 
QrdcrJJ/Siut  believe  I  am  net. out  uf, order,  aad  if  Oende- 
men  yvilh  taput  an  end  to  the  coniiftency^alid  coogniitjr  of 
GrQvcin(Q.cnt,  .1  aaifipt  to  bl ante  fur  enil^evoiudng  io  ref* 
eye  tlje  fl<>gie.  from  Jelufion.  •    .• 

Jifn  ij^tndfaun  UA  liea^d  nothing  from.thp  etbv  fide  of 
the  j^o'ufc  VhaL  was  ciclier  iuilru£live  or  entertaining.  The 
learued  Gentleman,  however,  had  det^rmjnec)  to  break  the 
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dullners  that  feemed  to  oveifpread  the  Ifoafe,  and.  bad 
chaunted  the  funeral  obfequies  of  the  Mitriflry'  in  melodious 
ffrains. 

"  !Te  sang  IHirius,  great  and  good» 

*«  Fallen,  fallen,  falFen,  fallen, 

«*  Fallen  from  his  high  estate, 

*•  And  weltering  in  his  blood." 

But  he  did  not  feem  to  think  the  caufe  altogether  defperate ; 
and  as  he  proceeded, 

*•  He  burst  the  bands  of  sleep  asunder, 
*'  And  rous*d  him  like  a  peal  of  thunder.** 

The  hon.  Member  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  arguments 
of  the  Secietary  of  State,  and  the  Attorney  General,  and 
remarking  on  the  latter,  obferved,  that  he  ought  to  have 
Ihewn  more  feeling  and  regard  to  thofe  with  whom  he  was 
connefted.  He  ought  to  have  thought  of  a  Gentleman,  not 
more  than  four  or  five  frbm  him,  and  on  the  fame  bench, 
when  he  undertook  to  abufe  coalitions,  and  attack  men  for 
union  on  any  particular  meafures.  'J'he  learned  Gentleman 
had  been  very  lavilh  of  his  advice  to  all  fides  of  the  Houfc, 
and  had  cautioned  them  againfl  taking  any  part  in  a  Minif- 
try  in  which  he  and  his  friends  were  not  intereAed.  He 
hiad  ftated,  that  the  queftion  went  to  decide  whether  the 
prcftnt  Adminlftration  was  to  continue  in  power.  He  hoped- 
it  did  af&ft  that  queftion,  as  that  was  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance.  The  learned  Gentleman  had  the  credit  of 
ftanding  forth  the  champion  of  Adminiftrailon,  and  cer- 
tainly, as  their  advocate  he  was  peculiarly  well  qualified, 
though,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  fcemed  to  have  become 
both  advocate  and  client.  He  had  no  intention  of  going 
into  the  notioti  of  a  coalition,  dwelt  upon  at  fb  great  length, 
and  with  fo  much  warmth,  hy  the  learned  Gentleman,  who 
laid  do^^n  for  others  principles  whiclr  it  appeared  he  could 
rtot  nnrake  apply  to  the  conduA  of  thofe  who  were  fitting  fo 
very  near  him.  * 

Mr.  Tiernty  did  not  imagine  he  was  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  as  to  be  fo  often  arraigned.  With  refpeA  to  what 
had  been  faid,  as  to  his  inconfiftency,  it  was  for  the  event 
to  Ihew  how,  on  the  fubjeft  of  parliamentary  reform,  he 
ihould  a£^.  For  the  prelent  let  that  be  left  ad  rtferenium. 
As  to  accufations  of  entertaining  French  principles,  he  fhould 
take  that  as  he  always  took  it,  in  no  ill  humour.  He  had 
oppofed  his  Majelly's  late  Minifters,  and  certainly  for  one 
ilrong  reafon  among  others,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
oppolite  was  a  Minifter  in  a  military  department.   The  pre- 
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feiit  queftion  was  evidently  onc^  on  the  confidence  that 
ought  to  be  repofed  in  Adininiftration.     The  ground  ftatcd 
for  the  motion  was  the  defence  of  the  Country ;  biil  the 
Jatter  part  of  the  raotion  went  tp  take  away  from  the  Exe- 
cutive Government,  what  had  been  <^lways  entruited  to  it* 
It  was  nothing  elfe  but  the  queAion  of  difmiiling  Minifters, 
which  ought  to  have  been  bronght  forward  in  a  fair,  manly 
manner.      He  might  be  accufed  of  felf-intereft,   but  he 
knew  he  had  hot  been  aftuated  by  any  fuch  motive.     It 
was  faid,  that  Adminiftration  afted  on  nu  fyflem,  and   this 
by  thofe  who  were  a  part  of  the  Ufti.of  that  Adminiftra- 
tion  which  formed  the  provilipniil  cavalry,  and  whofe  in-  . 
come  tax  was  the  fuhjeft  of  complaints  without  end.     Mi- 
nifters  had  been  abulcd  for  liflening  to  tlie  luggeftions  of 
others;   fuch  was  the  return  for  their  impartiality.      But 
any  candid  man,  who  looked  at  the  mukiplicity  of  affairs  chat 
crowded  upon  them,  would  fee  that  their  fault  was  rather  in 
attempting  too  much.     Look  at  Ireland,  and  fee  what  a  fmall 
force  there  was  lad  war  to  defend   it,  compared  with  what 
there  is  at  prefent ;  yet  from  the  fame  mouth  that  ordered  the 
then   Infli  cftabliftiment,   the  Houfc  now  heard  the  voice  of 
complaint.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  under  the  gallery  had 
fwfficienily  fhcvvn  the  excellence  of  the  volunteer  lyftera  on 
different  occafions.     The  zeal  of  the  people  at  large  had  cer-* 
tainly  been  great ;  but  Miniders  had  done  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  pronK>te  and  dlre<5^  it ;  and  the  vol u meters   in  gene- 
ral bad  fticwn  an  excellent  difpofition.  '  They  were  not  equal 
to  regular  troops  on  a  military  iyftem  ;  but  he  did  not  think 
that  the  united  talents  of  the  different  coalefcing  parties,  could 
point  out  a  better  mode  of  affiding  the  public  defence.   If  par- 
ty had   raged  abroad,  as  much  as  in  that  Houfe»  they  never 
could  have  been  fonped.     Jf  ihcy    were  uleil  properly,  they 
would  do  .their  duly.     With  all  the -conqueds  and   power  of 
prance,  all  that  ihe  has  been  able  to  do  luice  the  lad  peace^ 
and  all  the  additional  means  afforded  her,  we  were  now  a<£lu- 
ally  preparmg,  •  not  for  defence,   but  for  oiFenfive  oieafures 
again d  her.     The  country  was  therefore  as  well  defended  as 
i;  eycn  the  late  Secretary  at  War  had  the  care  of  defending 
it*     H^  had  a  great  reffie^  for  the  abilities  of  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ;  hut  he  really  believed  that  his  return  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  military  affairs  would  drike  more  difmay  than 
the  appointment  of  any  other  man  in  the  country  ;  fo  many 
things  would  immediately  occur  to  difgud  the  public  mind.. 
He  might  get  a  difpofable  force,  and  he  believed  too,  he  would, 
a^  formerly,  foon  find  out  a  way  of  difpoQng  of  it.     The  pre* 
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fenC  negligent  and  incapable  Mthiftry»  as  it  was  called,  had 
fcarceljr  done  any  diing  tike  the  tranfaftionsof  St.  Domingo,  or 
the  invafion^of  Hoilandy  for  which  men  were  enticed  and  Tent 
off  intosicated,  andnot  knowing  to  wliat  regiment  they  belonged,  ^ 
to  have  their  brains  beat  out.     But  on  this  <]aentoh  the  hon. 
Genthman  ought  to  be  able  to  ftate  what  his  eitpefbtions  were 
with  rdpcft  to  the  fucccflbrs  ofthe  prefent  Addliniftration. 
He  liad  heard  a  geod  deal  of  a  coalition  ;  tiiat  it  actually  had 
taken  (riacet  he  could  not  fay  ;  but  he  had  alfo  heard  of  a  co« 
operation*    Three  large  bodies  had,  It  feemedi  agreed  in 
nothiog  dfer  but-  in  their  effbirts  to  get  rid  of  the  prefent 
Minifiry.     Toaccomphih  fuch  an  union,  many  things  muft 
hftve  been  given  up,  and  probably  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
bftd  made  his  peace  with  the  hon.  Mover,  for  the  attack 
mnde  on  the  unWemilhed  charader  of  the  hon  Gentleman, 
wrhilt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman   (Mr.  Windham)  was*  in 
office^  by  ftri icing  h?a)  out  of  his  Majefly^s  Privy  Council  f 
If  Gentlemen  fuffier^d  fuch  a  motion  as  this  to  be  carried, 
'  what  would  they  fey  to  the  country,  after  the  various  ads 
they  had  palled;  and  the  meafures  they  had  taken  ?    It  was 
neoeflary  to*look  at  the  remedy  propofed,  as  well  as  the  dis- 
order.  The  leaders  of  the  combined  parties  bad  many  par- 
tifens  Undoubtedly  5  but  he  Was  perfeftly  confident,  that  if 
they  faoceetfasd  there  wotjU  be  a  general  feeling  of  regret 
in.  the  pubiic  n^ind    whenever  the  prefent  Adminiftration 
ihoirtd  retire*'    I'he  feelings  of  the  public  were,  he  was 
certain,  With  tfic  prefent  Minifters.     After  ten  years  expe- 
rience, the  ptibHc  had  felt  the  bleffing  of  being  deprived  of 
the  vigorous  proceedings  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Windham).  But  where  were  the  petitions  againft  Miniflers? 
from  what  city,  'or  county,    or  boitjugh  ?     Some  Gentle- 
men, in  Joppolition,  had'a  pretty  good  notion  of  the  mode 
of  pf<xruriftg  f  hem ;  but  they  did  not  'apj.'ear.     Perhaps  he 
migtrt^hear  i>f  ihem  by  arid   bye      There  might  be  fome 
meetings  in  Palace-yarrd  for  that  porpofe,  ahd  very  proba- 
bly in  the  hdmogh  of  Southwark  too;  but  at  prefent  Gen- 
ttentoil  knewi'thar  to  procme  any  thin^  of  importance  in 
thin  way  was  ImprafticaMe:  He  was  perfeSly  fatisfied  with 
the  ci[)hdud  of  Mhiiftersv  and  he  (hould  always  look  back 
to  hiscontfeaiod  Wkli  them  with  fatisfaAion. 

Ctili  Hutcifinfoo  ^as  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Foky  in  reply,  obferved,  that  no  debate  that  he  re- 
colle^cd  to  have  (Miginalcd,  learned  more  fo  juflify  a  reply 
on  hii  part.  So  moth*  pevfonarrty,atid'fo  little  to  the  fub- 
jedt,  he  had  never  heard.    1  he  debate  hsid,  indeed,  taken 
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a  fiagutar  turn.    IF  ever  any  difpuffion  in  that  Hetife  hid 
been  mainUined  on  the  priaciple*  of  party»  w  rather  of 
.  faAion  (with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary  of  State\  it 
was  the  prefent:  at  the  fame  time  there  was  a  total  want 
of  capacity  in  reference  to  the  fubjeft,  which  waa  treated 
in  a  tnaoner  that  deferved  no  better  name  than  mere  ri* 
baldry.     He  liad  been  ufed  formerly  to  d^ates  fooftething 
like  this :  and  if  he  had  any  ambition  for  office^  be  fhouil 
be  inclined  to  conflrue  it  into  a  favourable  onien»  as  he  al- 
ways obferved  that  when  Miaiflers  had  appeared  in  dawger  of 
lofing  their  places,  their  abufe  of  him  was  increafcd  propor- 
tionably,  and  every  old  topic,  every  f^puofed  politicai  fill 
of  his  was  called  up  to  their  ailiftance.    So  to  night,  there 
was  the  peace,  and  the  coalition,  and  he  expedled  to  hear 
of  the  Middlefex  e!e£lion.  But  when  theGeoileman  tooch^ 
ed  on  the  coalition,  a  fubjefl  of  fo  many  years  old,  he 
would  recommend  him  to  go  to  the  prefent  President  of 
the  Council,  or  to  a  noble   Lord,  now  a  Poftmailer  Gene- 
ral, fuppofed  to  have  been  a&ive  in  that  coalition,  and  allc 
them  ^ibout  the  circumftances  of  it.    The  learned  Gentte-^ 
man  Iiad'amufed  himfelf  with  general  declamation  againft 
all  coalitions,  whenever  they  did  not  i^it  his  otvn  purpofts 
er  thofe  of  his  friends  :  but  why,  when  certain  GcanlenKBn 
unfortunately  differed  from  him  in  the  laft  war*  and  Xht 
Puke  of  Portland  and  others,  one  noble  Pf^rien  particularly 
(Lord  Filzwiiliam)  joined  the  late  AdminiAration ;  why  did 
not  that  coalition  appear  enormous  in  the  eyeaef  the  learned 
Gentleman.^    Where  was  his  indignation  then?     Were 
they  not  as  deep  in  guilt  as  himfelf?     He  w^d  refer  to 
his  own  language  on  the  occafion  of  his  firft  coolitiou ;  he 
would  refer  to  his  language  on  the  occafion  of  bis  (eperation 
from  his  former  friends,  fince  that  event,  for  the  record  of 
his  fendments.    Of  that  laft  event,  had  he  never  fpdLenhut 
as  one  he  lamented  for  an  unfortunate,  though  honoarabla 
difference  of  op'nion  on  an  important  fubjeA.   BoC  it  fcemed 
that  no  Argument  muft  be  allowed  that  tended  to  diftorb 
Adminiftration.    He  had  been  accufed  of  admiring  Freneh 
principles :  he  believed,  that  in  the  joy  he  exprefled  at  the 
downfall  of  the  old  French  government,  be  was  joined  by 
moft  perfons,   nay,  perhaps,    by  Government  itfelf  ^   but 
waa  he,  on  that  account,  to  be  made  a  party  to  all  the  hor- 
rors afterwards  committed?     But  he  could  fee  the  difap<^ 
pointment  of  the  learned  Gentleman,  who  had  come  down 
to  the  Houfe,  prepared-  with  a  very  furious  fpeech  againft 
him^  and  had  begun  by  attacking  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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on  the  Sencb  below  him  very  fharpt^i  then  had  aflailcd  hiin  ^ 
xnoft  Ytntei^tll'.,  »ii4  Uft  of  all^  had  made  .^^moderate  and 
gentle>^ruft  wat  (b^  right  (iqn.  Geatleni^n  undef  tfie  ga^tc^. 
All  thr.ia'rQrfihdd;b6en.oiigloally  Inlehded  For  hia;£el£«  ^t^' 
being  di£ipp^0}c4  in  bis  not  quaking  an  attack  on  tne  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ui^der  the  gallery,  tl^e  learned  MerriKer ' ' 
had  abufed  him,  for  being' ib  unmanly  as  not  to  attack  Mrl 
Pilt  1 — He  thinks  ^  right  hon.  Gentleman  belovw-,  ^ftot  ^*- 
ry  likely  to  come  iqtp  place  and  power;  he  thtnlti]!  have 
no  chance  at  all,  Aad.therefore  he  may  abufe  mfe;  4)ut  he- 
thinks  the  right  ho^^  Gentleman  behind  has  a  good  profpedS: 
.  in  cafe  of  a  change  \  and  Ije  lells  him  that  he  thinks  him 
the  perfon  the  moft  fatisfaabiy  to  Ihfe  public  fofthetJia- 
iiagement  of  public  aflPairs,  and  fo  he  fays  his  colleagues 
think  !     Ho  therefore  turns  round"  and*  make^  his  bow  to 
that  right  hbn.  Gentleman.'.'  When  he  fpeaks  of  colleagUB^ 
I  fuppofe,  froni  this  fpccimen  of  his  prudence,  tlut  he 
means  bnth  his  prefcnt  and  his  future  ones. — In  anfwer  to. 
the  qtieflion  put,  <*  Who  is  to  fucceed  4he  prefent  Minif- 
tcrs?"  heobferved,  that  he  did  not  oppofe  the  royal  prero-v 
gativc,  hut  maintaihcd  ihedignity  gf  Parliament,     jfj^^as 
for  turning  out  the  prefent  Miniftry,  which  was  formed  on. 
a  wrong  principje.     He  thought  them  a  curfe  to  the  coun-, 
try.     If  they  were;  not   fucc^eded  by  men  who  did  better^  . 
he  (hould  oppofe  them  too. — Now,  as  to  this  word  coalition^ 
the  Gentleman  knows- as  much  of  the  matter  as  I  da     I.. 
ihould,  however,  fuppofe,  there  was  nothing  fo  monfirQus  in 
perfons   who  have  differed  very  widely  on  topics  no«v  no, 
more,  not  poffeding  rancorous  difpofitions,  and  havii^hsld 
formerly  femimetitsof  private  regard,  and  beep  in'h;2bita  pf^ 
intimacy,  uniting  in  their  f^ntiments  on  any  parti<;iilar  mea- 
fures.     I  know  nothing  of  this  coalition,  as  it  is  called,  tfiat 
might  not  be  proclaimed  at  Charing-Crofs. — "  Ohl-  bnt,". 
fays  the  learned  Gentleman,  *<  you'll  differ  and  quarrel  about 
peace !"    WKat  right  has  he  to  jrefort  to  Jhis  mode  of  aigu^ 
ment  to  fnpport  him  and  his  faction  in  power  ?.    Isthd  ar^u-^ 
ment  of  Gf  nilemen  againft  Minifter.s  any  rule  for  their  coo^ 
dud  as  to  wjr  and  peace  \  *'  Oh  I  but,"  fays  he  agaip,  **  you 
differed  about  the  treaty  of  Amiens  I"    Truly,  Sifi' weidid 
differ;  and  if  that  treaty  had  tended  to  Tecure^oS' the   peace 
held  out  by  it,  \  (houM  have  praifed  it,  as  the  learned  Gentle- 
man has  done.     I  fay,  the  foundation  of  the  ;agilee4nem  j$» 
that  the  country  is  in  danger.'    Thofe   who   ihonght  with 
DiCi  in  the'late  war,  never  conceived  the  coMntry  in  inch 
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danger  as  it  is  at  prerent.  But  they  who  oppofc  Miniftcrt 
may  be  eager  to. defend  the  country.  So  it  was  in  the  Aaie« 
rican  war.  The  hon.  Gentleman  concluded  by  fayhi^  that 
he  alked  far  no  votes  but  from  thofe  who  thougbt  fometbing 
more  (hould  he  d.one  for  detending  the  country. 
The  HouGp  then  divided  : 

Ayc3   ,  .  -  204 

.Noc$,  -  256 

'   Majority  for  Minifters      -      5a 
Adjourned  at  four  q'ctocl^  in  the  morning. 


Artfooy  Thomas 
Antonie,  W.  Lee  . 
Adairt  Rdbert 
Adams,  W. 

Aubrey,  Sir  John         '  • 
Bailey,  George 
Bankes/  Henry 
Binning,  Lord 
Bertie,  General 
Barclaiy,  George 
Barham,  J.  Pofkr      ^ 
Bruce,  P.C. 
Bootlc,E.W. 
Barne,  Snowdoti 
Brandling,  C.  J. 
Beach,  M.  Hicks 
Brodie,  J. 
Brooke,  Lord 
Byng,  George 
Burdett,  Sir  F. 
Blaquiere,  Lord  De 
Bouverie,  hon.  £• 
BradOiaw,  R.  H. 
Bligh,  Thomas 
Berkeley,  Admiral 
Burroughs,'  Wm. 
Barclay,  Sir  Robert 
Bourne,  Stiirges 
Cooke,  Bryaix  * 
Creevev,  Thomas 
Courtenay,  John 

Vot,  IL  1803.4. 


xhi  vicvf  Minority. 

Canning,  ri^ht  hon.  George 
f  '     Cart  w right,  W.  R. 
Cooperi  J.  E. 
Caulfield,  hon.  H. 
Craufurd,  Col. 
Chapman,  C: 
Codrlngton,  C* 
Calcraft,  John 
Cavendifli,  Lord  G. 
CavendiOu  W. 
Carbery,  Lofd 
Coke,  Thomas  W* 
Coke,  Edward 
CombeiH.C. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  H^ 
Dickenfon,  W.  (en. 
Dickenfon,W.jun» 
Dupre,  J. 
Dunda^.l^on.  R. 
Pundas,  right  hon.  W^ 
Dundas,  C. 
Di^ndas,  L. 
Dundas,  G. 
Dundas,  Philip 
Dent,  John 
Dillon,  hon.  H.  A. 
Durand,  J.  H. 
Elford,SirWm. 
Ellis,  C.  R. 
Eufton,  Earl  of       ' 
Eirot,  hon-W. 
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Eliot,  w; 

Everett,  T.    . 
FergufoiT»Jamef' 
Fitxhacris,  Lord 
Foftcr,  John 
Fuller,  John 
Fox,  hon.  C;  J. 
Foljambc,  F*  P. 
Francis,  Phi1i{^ 
Fitzpatrick,  Qsneral 
Fitzhugh,  Wm. 
Folkefton^,  Vifcouat 
Foley,  Andrew 
Graham,  Col. 
Graham,  James 
Geary,  Sir  W. 
Gregor,  Fraacis 
Gunning,  (j.  W. 
Garland,  G. 
Gower,  Lord  G.  L* 
Grcnvillc,  right  hon.  T. 
Grcnfell,  P. 
Hammet,  John  . 
Hill,  Wm. 
Hamilton^  Lord  A. 
Henderfon,  A.  , 
Hippifley,  Sir  John  C. 
Holland,  H. 
Hardman,  £. 
Harrifon,  John 
Hulkes,  J. 
Hope,  Alex. 
Hutchit)fon,  hon  C. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
Jeffcry,  J. 
Joliiffe^  Hylton 
JekyU,  Jafeph 
Johnftbne,  George 
Johnes,  T« 
Kinnaird,  hon.  C. 
KenfmgtQn,  Lord 
Kirkwall,  Vtfcpunt 
Leigh,  R.  H. 
Leimc»  Charles 


Loifg,'righrkaiivC; 
Latouche,  1^. 
Latoucbe,  J. 
Lovaine,  LonI 
Lowihcr,Cblv 
Lowther,  J. 
Langton,  Gm^ 
Laurence,  D^. 
Lawley,  Sir  R. 
Lamb,  T    D. 
Lambto{>,  R,  John* 
Ladbroke,  R. 
Leiand    General 
Milbank,  SirR* 
Moftyn,  SirT. 
Marfham,  Vifcontit 
Mildmay,  Sir  H» 
Morpeth,  L^rd 
.  Madocks,  W.  A. 
Milner,  Sir  W. 
Morland,  W. 
Mackenzie,  Oe».  A* 
Manners,  John 
Morris,  Edward 
Montgomery,  J[« 
Moore,  Peter 
Moorp,  G.  P. 
Newport,  Sir  John 
North,  Dudley 
Norihcy,  Wm. 
Ofborne,  Lord  F« 
Ofborne;  John 
Oflulflon,  Lord 
Ord,  William 
Peiham,  hon.  C. 
Popham,  Sir  Home 
Poyntz,  W.  S. 
Peel,  SirRi 
Pcnn,  J. 
Peuy^  Lord  H: 
Peirfc,  Henry 
Pitt,  right  ho»*  W*    . 
Porcbdtcr,4.iWi 
PxeftoDy  Sir  R. 
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J'luiner,  V^rtt: : 

Pytches.John 

Ram,  A. 

Ryder,  hon.  IL  - 

RuiTclU  Lord  William 

Raine,  J. 

fiooke,  General 

Rnfe,  light  hon.  Gj 

Rofc,  George  H, 

Rutherford^  G. 

Scott,  Ctauck 

Scotr,  S 

Scotr,  Jofeph 

Sindaiit  Sir  Jobli 

Sloane,  H. 

Sheridao,  R.  B. 

Sneydy  N. 
Shakefpeare,  Arthur 
*  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  C. 
Smith,  John 
Scudamore,  John 
Smith,  William 
Spencer,  Lord  R. 
St.  John,  hon.  St.  A. 
Stimbope,  S. 

tprd  Temple, 
».  Whitbread, 


Smith,  AihetoD         >,/ 
Somerfet,  LordE.  ^ 
Staniforth,  John    / 
Stanley,  Lord; 
Stuarr,  Lord  Wl  '       . 
Thornton,  S. 
Thornton,  Roheit 
Turner,  E. 
Thelluffon,  I.  P. 
Tarleton,  General 
Townfliend,  Lord  J. 
VilHcrs,  hon  J.  C. 
Ward,  RrAcrt 
Ward,  hon.  J.  W. 
Wilberforcc.  Wm. 
White,  M. 
Walpolc,  hon,  G. 
Windham,  right  hon.  W» 
Wynne,  Sir  W.  W. 
Wynne,  C.  W.. 
WrotteOcy,  Sir  J. 
Wigram,  R.  ..    ^ 

Wefterh,C.  C.        : 
Wharton,  John 
Winnington,  Sir  E. . 
Wood,  George 
Young,  Sir  Wm. 

Tellcra. 
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HOUSE   QF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,   APRIL   5^4* 

The  Marquis  of  Stafford  mored,  that  his  notice  of  4  8io« 
lion  relating  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  which  flood  for 
Friday,  (hould  be  difc'hargtd,  and  that  the  fame  Jbould  be 
poftponed  to  Monday,  ior  which  day  he  moved  that  tho^Lordt 
Ibould  be  fummoned.     Ordered. 

IRISH  MILITIA. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  moved,  that  the  Iriih  nnilitia  tranafef 
bill  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Lord  Chanaihr  ftated  the  opinions  which  he  had  given 
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on  %  (brmer  occafion,  with  rerpe£l  to  Tome  particular  ohjec* 
lions  that  bad  been  urged  againft  that  part  of  the  bill  wtiich 
it  was  coAt^nded  would  fubjed  the  Irim  militia  to  the  penal- 
tlea  and  dir^ualifications  impofed  by  the  (latirte  oFihe  25th 
Charles  II,  He  had  given  the  fubjefi  muchconflderatiatn 
•  fince  it  was  laft  dilcuflfed,  and  the  imprefticin  upon  his  rniod 
was*  that  Roman  Catliolic  officers  or  foldiefs  of  the  Iridi 
militia,  who  (hould  come  into  this  countrjf  libder  the  opera- 
tion of  the  prefent  a^,  would  come  into  it  with  all  the  pnvi* 
leges  and  immunities  attached  to  tbem,  that  they  poflefled  in 
confeqaence  of  the  a^  of  the  33d  of  the  King.  Such,  upon 
mature  delib^ratio|i»  was  his  opinion,  and  fuch  he  could  af* 
fert  to  be  the  opinion  of  another  uoble  and  learned  Lord» 
whom,  he  did  not  then  fee  in  his  place. 

The  I>uit€  of  Norfolk  a(ked  whether  Roman  Catholics  ad- 
mitted  into  the  Irifb  militia  in  this  country,  would  be  exempt 
from  the  difabilities  of  the  a£l  of  the  25th  of .  Charles  I(. 

The  Lord  Chanc4llor  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  they  would 
be  exempt. 

Earl  Spender  did  not  feel  himfelf  competent  to  argue  the 
queftion  with  the  profeffional  ability  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lords^-  but  it  certainly,  in  the  little  judgment  that  he,  a 
plain  unleartied  man*  ould  form  on  the  fuhjed,  appeared 
extremely  necefia  ry  tohim»  as  doubts  had  been  entertained 
on  the  fubjei^,  that  a  poiltive  declaration  and  precife  eoad- 
ment  (hould  fet  them  (o  reft. 

The  Lord  Cb^ccUor  flated,  that  one  of  the  greateft  inoon- 
veniencies  profeffionol  men,  who  were  called  upon  to  pro- 
nounce judicial  decifions,  laboured  under,  arofe  from  the  con- 
fufion  that  was  produced  by  overloading  a£ts  of  parliament 
with  unneceflary  claufes.  Of  that  defcription  he  conceived 
the  claufe  to  be  that  it  was  propofed  to  introduce ;  and  tbeit^ 
fore  he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  it. 

Lord  ElUnborough  corroborated  the  opinion  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  wooliack,  as  to  the  exemption  of  Ro- 
man  Catholic  officers  or  privates  of  the  militia  from  the 
operation  of  the  laft  a6l. 

itfrrf  Gr#in;i7/<  had  every  rcfpcft  for,  and  was  difpofed  to 
rreeive  with  all  the  deference  that  was  due  to  them,  the  ppi* 
nions  of  profeflional  members  of  that  Houfe,  on  profirilional 
.qucftions.  Bat  this  was.  a  fubjeft  of  rather  a  legiflative  than 
9  judicial  cbara^r,  and,  therefore^  he  was  excufable  in  dif- 
fering from  the  noble  and  leariied  Lords  who  had  favoured 
the  Ho^fe  with  their  opinions  on  the  qucftion.  If,  indeed, 
the  quedion  had  been  decided  in  another  pl'ace^  by^the  noble 
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.^ni  learned  Lord  who  prcfided  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
fhqrciiis  authority  was  recognized,  »f1irh«  6pinion  would  be 
fubmitted  to  with  that  general  approbation  that  his  great 
ieArnmg  and  profefliona!  talents  entitled  him  to  expcft.  But 
here,  he  fpokc  it  with  all  due  refpcft,  the  ndblc  Lord  could 
only  be  considered  as  a  peer  of  parliament,  and  his  opinion 
was  not  cntiileci  to  more  rcfpeS  than  that  of  aiiiy  other  peer, 
except  as  it  fliould  be  fupportcd' by  fuperior. argument.  He 
did  not  agree  with  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  that  the  cjiufe 
was  unncceffary.  Doubts  had  bt-en  excited  in  the  breads  of 
his  Majefty's  Catholic  fubjefls,  officers  of  militia,  and,  there- 
fore, he  deemed  it  extremely  important  tl^at  they  Hiould  be 
quieted.  To  effcft  that  he  had  taken  thctroiible  of  preparing 
a  claufe  which  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  offering  to  the 
Houfe,  the  purport  of  whidv  was,  that  perfons  profeffing  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  others  fcrving  as  officers,  non* 
commiffioned  officers,  or  privates,  in  the  militia  of  Ireland, 
(houkl  not  be  fubjtft  to  any  difahilitics  or  penalties  in  this 
country  that  they  were  exempt  from  in  ireiatid. 

Lork  CarUion  fupported  the  arguments  of  the  Nvo  noble 
and  learned  Lords,  and  the  opinions  which,  they  grounded  on 
them« 

Lord  GrenvUU  profeffed  himfcif  hot  (atisiied  with  the  extra 
judicial  decifions  that  had  been  given  on  this  point,  and  wifhed 
that  the  determination  refpefting  it  ihouid  reft  on  more  folid 
and  certain  grounds,  than  opinions  thrown  out  loofely  and  oc- 
cafionally  in  the  courfe  of  debate.  He  wifhed  for  a  fpecial 
provifion  that  would  apply  particularly  to  the  qutrflion. 
.  The  B'i/hop  of  St.  y^^A  was  inclined  to  pay  the  utmoft 
-deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lords; 
bat  he  thought  it  his  duty,  as  the  perfon  who  had  firft  moved 
the  queftion;  to  Ajpport  the  cUufe  prbpofed  by  the  noble  Ba- 
ron, the  (effeft  of  whi:h,  he  had  every  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
would  completely  fatisfy  the  minds  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
.ferving  in  the  militia. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  and  the  Marquis  of  Sligo  oppofed  the 
claufe,  which  was  fupported  by  Lord  Mulgravc,  in  reply  to 
whom  ••' 

Lord  Ellenborough  rofe  again,  and  gave  it  as  his  decided  opU 
nion,  that  no  Roman  Catholic  officer  who  had  been  admitted 
into  the  Irifli  militia  in  that  counuy,  and  who  fhould  come 
here  in  confequence  of  the  bill  before  the  Houfe,  would  be 
fubjeft  to  the  operation  of  the  ^^th  of  Charles,  and  for  this 
good  reafon,  that  it  would  not  be  poffible  to  frame  fu^h  an 
Maformation  againft  fucb  officer  on  that  ftatute,  as  coulu  bring 

him 
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him  within  the  fpirit  or  letter  of  that  a£t,  which  required 
fix  months  previous  refidexice,  before  he  could  be  fubjeftto 
the  provifions  of  it. 

On  Lord  Grenvil1e\i  amendment  the  Houfe  divided,  Conf 
tents  4j»  Non  Contents  71,  Majority  againft  the. amende* - 
meat  26*    .  '  ■    /i 

On  the  moUon  for  the  pafling  of  the  bill, 

EarlMii/graVi  declared  his  difapprobation  of  the  meafui^ 
and  of  thfs  /condoS  (>f  Minifters  in  general,  for  whom,  thoag)^ 
he  inclividuslly  prp&fied  a  fincere  regard^  and  thouglv  be 
confiderfcd  thero  men  of  integrity  and  refpefiabiiity,  lie  de* 
dared  that  l)e  did  not  think  them  adequate  to  the  icanagemcoc 
of  public  affiirs*  So  much  did  he  think  ability  requifite  at  the 
prefent  moment,  that,  were  he  forced  to  the  choice,  he  waa 
free  to  deciafc  that  he  would  preft^r  greater  ability  with  left 
integrity  tlian  tlie  prefent  Minifters  pofleCTed,  This,  bowevei^ 
there  was  i^ooccafion  for  adopting.  This  country  was  not 
deditute  of  men  who,  to  the  mod  confum mate  ability,  joined 
the  higheft  integrity. 

Earl  Carnarvon  alfo  oppoied  the  bill ;  which  was  fupported 
by  the  i^rl  of  Weftmorefand  ;  when  the  Hovife  again  di- 
vided on  thequeftlon  that  the  hill  do  pafs,  Contents  91,  Non^ 
Contents  49,  Majority  for  pafltng  of  the  bill  42. 

The  tiiird  reading  of  the  Irifh  militia  augmentation  IhU 
was  then  moved  .for. 

Lord  KiM  oppofed  the  bill,  as  a  meafure  that  would  prQv» 
wholly  ine^cient'for  creating  any  great  accefiion  tothep^bf 
lie  force.  His-  Lordihip  condemned  the  policy  obferved  hy 
his  Majeily^s  Go\cernment  towards  the  people  of  Ireland, 
and  feverely  reproved  the  indifcretion  of  a  noble  atid  learned 
Lord  reading  in  thatcoUniry,  in  having,  in  his  correfpondenc^ 
with  a  noble  Lord  of  a  different  religious  perfuaCon  from  hit 
own,  circulated  feniiments  and  opinions  tending  to  uphold 
the  lamentable  abufes  which  liad  fo  long  prevailed  in  that 
country,  in  which  he  was  forry  to  fay  there  appeared  a  difpo* 
fition,  on  the  part  of  the  wealthy,  to  opprefs  andabufe  tbo(e 
who  were  a&ually  entitled  to  their  proteflion. 

The  Earlof  Umefick  condemned,  in  fpirited  language, 
the  ol)fervations.  of  the  noble  Baron,  and  maintained  that 
there  was  no  difpofition,  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  opulenrt 
dafles  in  his  ooumry,>to  opprefs  any  of  their  fellow  country'r 
men,         ..  '      .  • 

Lord  E-^!entorougA  vfOXild  not  have  faid  a  word  on  the  prp» 
fent  fubji'A}  hikd  it^not  been  for  the  rcfledions  which  Had  UiU 
len  from  a  noble  Lord  opp^&te  to  hioa^  againft  aactf^r.poh|49: 
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Lordj  a  member  of  that  Houfe.  He  ^ov^,  indeed;  that 
fhef^3grbf  chivalry  was  gone;  the  nice  diCcrimkiations  and 
fs^ngsbf  hortouf  were  lilccwife  gone,  when  comments  were 
fo  be  made  in  that  Houfe  on  a  Qorrefpondence  obtained  in  the 
way  in  which  the  One  alluded  to  had  come  before  the  public. 
Ife  was  fir  from  fupfx)fing  that  the  noble  Lofdta  whonrthfi 
kcters  were  addrefled  had  any  hand  in  thieijr  pablic^tion;  Had 
tht  two  noble  l.ords  by  whom  they  were  writteYi,  and  to 
Hrhom  they  were  addrefied,  concurred  in  profecuting  the  pur- 
loineir  of  them,  his  Lordfhip  entertained  no  doubt  that  they 
would  have hada  good  a£lion  againft  hioi  for  their  value.  Any 
perfon  making  comments  on  a  private  correfpondence  thus 
purloined  \!^as  of  courfe  guilty  of  receiving  floJen  goods,  and 
to  ufe  an  old  vulgar  a<&ge,  *'  tbo  receiver  was  as  bad  as  the 
thief.*'  Were  fuch  publications  to  be  countenanced  and  com-* 
mented  on  as  if  the  reality  of  their  contents  wasunqueftion- 
able,  there  was  an  end  to  every  degree  of  confidence  in  fxy^ 
ciety,  and  all  communication  between  man  and  man  mtift 
eeam.  He  did  not  fuppofe  that  the  noble  Lord  oppoTite  to 
bim  meant  any  thing  in  what  he  (aid:  he  could  nor,  towever, 
fit  filent,  while  the  charat^er  of  an  honoorable,  virtuous,  and 
refpedable  nobleman  was  thus  impropaly  introduced. 

Lord  Damley  faid,  that  from  the  di^erent  tone,  ftile  and 
snanher  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  had  juft 
fat  down  had  for  fome  time  aflumed,  be  was  in  hopes  that 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  bad  laid  afide  that  iC\\t  of 
.  virulence,  which  was  better  calculated  for  the  other  fide  of 
liie  bir  than  for  the  deUberations  of  that  Houfe.  His 
noble  friend  had  exprefled  himfelf  in  tlie  mildeft  poffible 
terms  of  the  correfpondence  in  queftion,  milder  forely  thai^ 
its  contents  might  have  warranted.  If  he  undcrftood  the 
floble  and  learned  Lord,  however,  ^he  term  that  a  receiver 
was  as  bad  as  a  thief,  had  been  applied  tohis  noble  friend  ;  Ian* 
guage  which  could  in  no  view  be  deemed  parliamentary,  and 
which  was  highly  unbecoming  in  that  Houfe.  He  him-« 
ielf  had  expre£d  his  opinion  of  the  correfpondence  alluded  to 
in  flronger  terms  than  thofe  ufcd  by  his  noble  friend.  He  did 
not  feel  inclined  to  change  that  opinion.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  badiaid  that  he  imputed  nothing  improper  to  his  noble 
friend  for  the  expreflions  which  had  dropped  from  him,  and 
he  begged  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  to  know,  that  he  un« 
derftood  that  a  fimilar  fentiment  extended  to  him.  The  noble 
Lord  tReti  proceeded  to  exprefs  his  fentiments  on  the  bill,  of 
which  he  totally  difapp roved,  as  did  Lord  Harrowby  and 
the  Duke  of  Montrofe. 

The 
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The  Marquii  of  S/ig»  was  or  opinion  that  ttie^diicuflioa 
which  the  twin  bills,  as  th^y^were  t:a]ied>  bbd  met  with,  ren- 
dered muclr  frocddhim  fW:.tl)^r  ful  ^ 
Lordfliip  faidytBat^ncicb  as  he  w^<                                     "^ - 
taHi»  and  truly  folioitous  for  its  de(ei                                         ^ 
mies,  if  tlvat .Wastbe only  good  he  1q(                                       ',  ' ' 
fneafure,  he  for  one  wpuld  ceafe  t 

Alps  after  the  cdoubt^  t|ia^  had  been  ^  ^'    ' 

cncy  :   he  would  fay  <o  his  friends  ai  V-  ' 

had  done  em>ugh  Hi  offering  their  f  *'''^ 

them  to  Aay  a(  home,  where  they  wei  *  * 

loved»  till  a  moment  of  mor^  wifdom^  or  of  more  Wahi^  renij  '    • 
dered    their  proffered  fervices  more  acceptable,      fojt    fjffi   *   ^ 
great  objeft,  his  JLordfhip  acknowledged^  went  much.fiirlfher  7  ' 
he  wi(hed  tomake  the  people  of  £jigland  and  trebhd  khov^h^;  * 
to  each  other:  more  acquaintance,  mutual  returns  of  kintl 
and  friendly  tdfices,  ifHerm^rriages  which   would  ptdbabfy*  - 
refult  from  it,  would  bind  both  nations  to  each  other ;  it  wouM  \ 
flrengthen,  cement,  and  conlblidaic  the  union  of  the  ettipirt ' 
that  had  been  happily  begun,  and  tend  more  to  make  us  on^  ^ 
people,  than  all  the  lawatbat  <he  wifdom  of  the  world  couM 
dcvife.  The  Union  of  4he  Legiflatqrcs^  which  had  been  deyfT- 
ed  in  Ireland  mudbtth^  govef.nmeQt  of  a  noble  Marquts^  the 
only  man  of  .the  eoipife  perjiaps   that  could  have  srccom-     ** 
pliflied  it,  was  only  one  ftep  to  the  objeft  in  contcm()f2rtioh'    "* 
from  it:   the  imioft  of  (etiticaent^    the    union  of  infered^/'^ 
and  of  fiedling  >waa  that  which  alone  would  add  'ffrengtlf ' 
^nd  fecurity  to  the  Briiifh  nempire.    If   any  man   thought'- '• 
that  objeft  was^btaiflcdby.tbe  uniting  of  the  LcgiflafiirW"  '' 
only,  he  was  a  weakanda  foolifliiman,  and  a  very  dialled    / 
politician.     Lord  blrgjr)  faid  he  had  tacrificed  miich  to  ifik - 
iheafure;   that. he  had  rtiked  on  it  his  future  connderatibti  *  ' 
with   his  countrymen,  and  relinquiihed  for  it  the  molV  id*-'    ' 
valuable    rights  j}£  Ins  poftcrity.     from  the    wifdom  ''oC  *  * 
the  united  Parliament  he  looked  for  his  indemnificatlbn'oV  ^' 
full  completion  of  the  meafurc,  by  which  iiJv)nc'jt  9pb)d  pfcf  '^^ 
beneficial ;  at  puefcmt  k  was  no  more  than  a  rope' of'Tad^,  It  ^ 
would  not  hold  through  a  Hr^ggle,  hut  it  wcuTd'fibl^"  lobg^*.' 
enough  perhaps  to  deu^e  botiv  countries  in  blood  befor^'4rs'    ' 
reparation  was  effeded.  .     \'/ '       ./     -"'^'^^ 

On  the  queftion  that  the  bill  be  read  a   thirc^^tuViej^tfie   ' 
Hbufe  divided,  Contents  94,  Non  Contents  6]^,  iCfi^ority  ih* 
favour  of  the  bill  33^ 

The  bill  was  then  paflfedi  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AfRxis4']  insCELLANEOUS*  U$ 

HOUSE   OF   commons;  ' 

TUESDAY^  APRIL  24* 

Benjamin  Weal,  who  had  bern  committed  to  cu&ody 
for  having  dtlbbeyed  a  fummons  of  the  Middf^^ex  Coitiaiittca^ 
was  called  to  the  bar,  hi  order  td  be  difchtfrigvd. 

The  Speaker,  before  ordering  him  to  be  difchargeiif  obferv-* 
ed  to  hiro^that  it  was  importatit  to  make  known  by  rheexaoir 
pie  made  of  him,  that  the  Houfe  had  the  pow6r  to  over  ake 
and  to  puniQi  all  thofe  who  prefumed  to  difobey  their  autho- 
rity, and  that  they  thought  proper  to  be  juft  to  their  9wn 
privilegeB;  yet,  being  willing  to  believe  his  own  ftatement^ 
that  his  offence  had  ariTen  rather  from  ignorance  than  inten-^  < 
lion,  they  had  humanely  confented  to  hisr  dikharge,  and  that 
he  was  nowdifcharged,  on  paying  his  fees. 

The  Speaker's  admonition  was  ordered  to  be  entered  in 
theiournals  of  the  Houfe. 

The  Irifii  revenue  regulation  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day.  ,     . 

Alfo  the  Irith  prief!s  and  d^consage  bilh  * 

Mr.  Fofter  prefented  a  petition  from  the  manufadhirers 
and  traders  in  Iri(h  linen  dgainft  the  new  modifictAbn  of 
the  bill  on  the  exportation  of  that  article.  To  lie  On  the 
fable.  He  then  gave  notice,  that  he  fliotild'tha  nesttda/ 
move  for  a  committee  to  take  the  faid  petition  into  coofi-  ^ 
deration. 

Mr.  Foder,  after  adverting  to  the  great  delay  that  bad 
occurred  in  bringing  forward  the  public  'accounts  for  Ireland, 
many  of  which,  efpccially  that  of  the  funded  and  of  thc«in* 
funded  debt,  were  y^t  wanted,  concluded  with  moving,  that 
the  public  accounts  for  Ireland  (faaold  bis  annually  laid  before 
tbelioufe,  in  the  fame  manner  in  which  the  accounts  for 
Grea;  Briuin  were  dire£led  to  be  arihually  hild  before  the 
Hcnife,  purfuant  to  the  42d  of  the  King.    *    : 

Mr.  Corry  made  no  oppofitbn  to  tbe  motion,  bm  explain* 
ed  ihe  caufe  which  had  occaftoncd  the  delay/ 

Mr.  Fofter  next  proceeded  to  move  for  a  great  ntHt>ber  of 
tbcpiiblic  accounts  for  Ireland ;  bt>t  it  was  o^eAed  to  his  nK^ 
tioQStliat  previous  notice  had  not  been  given  of  tihemA  A  . 
Converfatioh  here  enfued  between  feveralmembef 5  re ^pf fling  : 
fhepradipe  or  the  neccility  of  giving  n^Cesj.when  ii  waa 
generally  agreed  that  rn  more  ttiddettk  time^  it  appeared.  to4(e 
Ihe  e0ahli(h^d  practice  to-  g\\^'tm%c»  of  bt/th  aa  werk  not* 

Vot.  U.  1803.4.         .  4I       '  Uk 
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in  the  ordinary  qonrfe  of  burrnefs.  Mr.  Fofter  then  gare  no* 
tice,  that  he  (hpulcTbrtng  forward  thefe  motionithe  nc^tday. 
Mr.  Lafccllcs  brought  upihe  report  of  the  Committee  a^ 
pointed  toeonfider'of  the  petition  prefented  to  the  Houfeby 
the  wooncn'noanufiiaurers  of  Yorklhire.  '     ." 

On  jihe  motion  that  leave  b^  given  to  bring  in  ^  bill  ptir- 
fuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition, 

Aiimirtil Btrke/ey  dcchf edit  to* be  his  intention  tQo()pofe  its 
principle,  as  in  dired  Contradidlion  with  the  fpirit  of  th«  bill 
introduced  laft  year  on  the  fame  fubjcfi. 

Mr  Wilbif/orce  was  fen{H)ie  that  the  bill  was  of  the  ut* 
iDoft  importance,  as  involving  To  large  a  portion  of  the  ma- 
nufadoring  and  commercial  intereils  of  the  country.  He 
was  not,  however,  aware  of  that  Contradidlion  which  it  could 
appear  to  involve  tp  the  bill  of  laft  year,  and  to  which  the 
hon.  Admiral  had  fb  pointedly  adverted.  The  hon.  Admical 
would  recolleA  that  its  provifions  were  limited  to  the  cotiDty 
of  York. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  biH,  and  the  report 
upon  which  it  wa$  grounded  was  ordered  to  be  print^. 

Mr.  Wilberfiirce,  previous  to  bringing  up  a  petition  from 
the  Society  for  bettering  the  Condition  or  the  Poor,  and  which 
petition  prayed  for  pariiaitieotary  afliftance,  in  ai^  of  the 
fund  which  they  coHed  for  the  humane  ptirpofe  of  checking 
the  contagion'  of  putrid  fever  in  the  metropolis,  took  occa- 
flon  to  defcant  on  the  utility  of  fuch  inftitutions,  and  oq  the 
very  beneficial  cfTeils  they  had  produced  in  many  of  the  great 
tnalnofafturirig  towns  of  the  kingdom,  particularly  at  MaOr 
cheAer. 

The  petition  having    received  the  approbation  of  the 

Crown,  was  then  brotight  up,  and  referred  to  a  Comnotttce. 

The  eight  millions  and  the  one  miflion  and  an  half  £&- 

chequer  bills*  bills  Were  I'ead'*  a  fecond  time  and  committed 

*for  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Calcraft  *  deferred  his  motion  refpe<S)ing  an  iactealcd 
allowance  to  th^  volunteers  till  the  next  day  fe'iuiight, 

Mr.  Kinnaiv^  alfo  deferred  bis  inotioH  refpe&ag.rome 
India  papers  and  accounts. 

The  annual  accounts  of  t^e  Eaft.  India  Company  vsere  laU 
upon  the  table* 

LOYALTT  LOAM, 

Mr.  Dent  then  rofe  to  make  his  proinifed  motion*  reiped- 
ing  the  redrefs  which  ought  to  be  gi«»en  to  the  holders  of  the 
Joani  commonly  known  by  .the  name  of  -the  loyalty  loaa. 

.    The 
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The  hon.  Gendeman  prefaced  his  motion  with  <lecUiring» 
that  he  was  actuated  by  no  perfunal  mofWes  in  bringing  it 
forward;  and  ihat  it  was  a  duty  which  any  Member  otthe 
Houfe  might  fe^l  incumbent  on  him,  with  refped  to  the  re- 
turn that  was  made  to  that  patriotic  delcription  of  men»  who 
fo  zcaloiifly  came  forward  in  fvppori  of  tJ)c  countiyt  at  a 
motoent  when  its  wants  and  dillr eiks.  had  accumulated  to  the 
highcft  pitch.  The  hon/ Gemleo^an  here  took  ,a  furvey  of 
the  ftafe  of  Europe  a^  the  period  when  this  Iq^n  Was  con-  ' 
tra£ied  for,  and  fhewed  that  both  with  regard  to  our  externair 
relations,  and  ihe  internal  concerns  of  the/empir^i  our  fitua* 
rion  was  mod  precarious  and  perilous.  Such,  however,  was 
f he  mome«t  when  the  moft  patriotic  ardour  was  difpiayed  by 
tbofe  who  came  forward  with  fuch  alacrity  io  fnpport  of  the  < 
di(!reires  of  Government,  which,  from  a  variety  of  caufes'* 
were  very  confiderabiy  aggravated  at  that  moment.  In  proot 
of  the  diftrefles  of  Government,  and  of  the  eagernela  of  the 
4oyaUy  loan  Aibfcribers  to  relieve  them,  the  hon.  Gentlemaa 
read  a  number  of  cittraS^  from  th^  correfponde^nce  which  at 
that  critical  period  had  taken  place  between  the  then  Chan* 
rellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  fht  Directors  of  the  Baak.  After 
animadverting  on  the  manner  in  which  the  opinion  of  the 
iSi^tortiey  and  Soticifor  General  had  been  fet  up  in  A'ltcSt,  op* 
pofitton  to  the  clainos  of  the  rubfcribers,  contrary  to  the  fpirit 
Tktid  the  letter  of  the  contra^  txetween  Government  and  the 
parties,  and  the  rerdution  of  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  abide  by  that  opinion,  in  poflponing  for  a 
rrhole  year  the  rcdrefs  u»  which  the  fubJcribers  upon  fo 
many  accounts  were  cmiffcd,  the  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
cluded with  moving,  that  the  loyalty  loan  aft  Aouldbe  rcfcr- 
fcd  to  a  Commltfer. 

Mr.  Vanjittart  felt  fome  difficulty  in  replying  to  the 
hon.  Member,  becaufe  he  did  not  know  whether  he  reftcd 
his  motion  on  the  law  and  the  principles  of  good  faith,  or 
CO  the  liberality  of  Parliament.  If  he  came  forward  on  the 
^ueftioh  of  law,  that  had  been  decided  already  by  the  opi- 
nion of  his  learned  Friends  (the  Crown  lawyers),  an  opinion 
not  haftily  taken  up,  but  deliberately  given,  and  the  courts 
of  law  were  open  for  tlic  relief  of  any  perlbn  who  thought 
hiihfcif  aggrieved.  The  difFerence  between  the  opinions 
of  hi^  learned  friends,  and  that  of  another  learned  counfel, 
arofe,  in  his  conception,  from  a  miflatement  to  the  latter  of 
the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty.  As  te 
the  queftion  of  liberaiity,  though  he  refpeded  fuch  a  mo^- 
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tiye«  he  tbbugVt  tlie  Hoxite  would  Be1fI6#  to  countenance 
the?  liberality  orChanSpdlbre' of  thedEk^ih^tfertfir  ^rfons 
With  whorti  fhey  taight  have  xmditVa^2X/niV  ITht^hcsa. 
Ccfttlc^man  then  entcrfed  Jnto  a  dttaiM  ^cfcounf 'Of  tteva- 
lii^iAn  b^twicH  \he  ongrnal  c^i^traflf  an*  t*i*¥^fotaitoil»4rf 
ttc  C^mHrtTrtee'of  Wkys  and  Means,  and  %e!i*«e6'n^Hie'«fi>. 
futicm  and  the  pfovffioris  of^thc  bilF/Irt  order  to  "r^Po^  that 
Ae  difference 'had  not  arifcn  front  an  vmSft^k^y  but- ftirta 
the  VilfcittSon  df  Pafliattient  cxercifing  iht  tight  IRived'tb  it 
iw  the  original  contraft  of  approving  it  in*  the  tertnKiftspu- 
iattd  or  Qtberwiie»  the  whole  being  only  u  pVovifioisai  bar- 
gain  ftiBjefi  to  the  approbation  of  the  Houfr.      *     » -^ 
"='  Mr,  Burroughs  thought  that  the  only  <}ue(llon*  wkkkia 
this  taf^  was  to  be  decided,  was  the  tri^  conftrodion^tfae 
dedtion  of  the  Houfe  oF  Cpmmons  at  the  time  inenciMted. 
The  loan  ^^t  originally  contrafted  for  at  the  ]^pofai  of 
the  Batjik,  and  the  terms  of  it  were  to  be  found  in  apiinted 
iaper  iii  Hire,    On  the  8lh  of  December  f«  tkic  yctoft  a 
r«folution  of  the  Houfe  pafled,  approving  of  the  |iropo&U 
except  Hi  two  inftances ;  the  one  refpeding  aifnuitiea  for 
Kfe,  and  the  other  with  refped^  to  notice  to  «lie  gkrea  pre- 
vioDS  to  reparytnent.    We  ihould  in  this  cafe  lo6k  to.ibe 
•efolutioiis  of  the  Committee,  rather  than  the  «£t  itfelf, 
blhtrWifti  what  was  to  become  of  the  good'  fattli  wfaicft 
blight  to  ftrbfifr  between  the  Chancellor  of  tho  Exchequer 
imd  ehofe  who  pontraft  with  him?    He  begged  to  know 
«^heth6r  the  cliree  months  notice  in  tbefe  refaliniont  w^rc 
to  be  deemed  concurrent,  or  fuperadded  to  the  tway^Urs  } 
He  coulfi  riot  appfoVe  of  the  alteratidh  which  < had  i^eea 
ihade  by  Parliament  for  fubftittiting  fix  monthe  inflead  of 
ihrde.     Dse  notice  ought  af  leaft  to  ha«e-  been  givei)  to  thf 
Tubfcribersi  that  ftich  an  alteration  >pras  tnlended  to  beintro* 
duced  into  the  a£l,  Which  was  to  pafs  upon  the  ottginftaniv 
des  of  agreement.    There  were  in  the  aft  iwo  motftm. 
portarit  departures  from  the  refoluft'ons  of  the  Cpmoifatee  ; 
the  onewas  fubilituting  fix  months  in  place  of  three  tnouhs 
iiotiipe^o  be  given  by  the  holders  ;  and  the  Other  was;  Abal 
thefe  fir  months  Were  id  be  fuperadded  to  the  two  yoaia 
after  tlie  ratificatrun  of  p^ace.     Such  at  ieaft  Wafr  the  con* 

Smftion^trt  upfon'lhfe^wa' by  the  Attorney  General.  He 
M  not  hfi^gn^  the  point  ut)bii  the  fooling  of  liberatiiy  in  the 
1i6utb,'btit  up6h  its  ^o6d  faith's  ^d,  thepefbrei-it  was  the 
duty  of  the  H^oufe  to  rirtftify  any  error  or  intonfiftency 
whi<5h'miiyhavcf^crq)t  Into  thfilr  proceedings. 
/  Mr.  i'/ir/'had  VaU  a  g^e|it flsarrtn  the  origiiv  ^f^hia  tranf- 
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aaiooi  »nd*e  Aoi^ht  it  right  to  fay  that  hf  mcam  to  con- 
^iexit  merely  as  a  queftion  of  good  iaith  jK>d  juflicc.  The 
ftMiUle*  lipoa  which  thff  difference  otopjpipii  exjfted;  de- 
jMrted  from  ti>o  rofoKilioo  of  the  Cpaiimjuqe  iivhich  pre- 
ceA^d  ill  aad  which  in  his  judgment  wasbiodio^^ipon  that 
H^fe  wiih  refped  to  ihe  ooniraS  wiiU  tf>c  fubfcribers  to 
tiieioytWy  l»an.  Some  doubts  exifted,  lie.  uhdefitood,  on 
AhecooftruAion  of  the  ftatute  as  to  tlie  iirpe  wW  tlie 
tddterg  of  the  loyalty  h>an  had  a  right  to  claijra  payment. 
Ftff  fcimfelf  he  h^d  no  hcfitation  to  lay,  that  bis  opiojon  co-» 
incidted  with  that  of  Mr.  Pigol,  both  as  founded  upon  the 
juflicc  of  the  cafe,  and  warranted  by  the  letter  of.ijje  aft.  It 
was  ibted,  that  the  opinion  of  that  learned  barriile/  was 
ctnmcous^becaufe  it -was.  founded  upon  sq  erroneous  ftate- 
t^mt  as  to  the  date  of  the  conclofion  of  the  .ttwy  pf  peace  ; 
tut  hit  .opinion,  itlhould  be  renicmbier^d,  did  npt  hinge 
vpon  any  thing  of  that,  kind,  but  related  ig  this  qucftiun, 
whether  the  notice,  whiph  by  tbeftatutq  was  to  precede  thc^ 

Syiaent  ^ifthpfe  fubfcribers;  was  to  bepoocur^cnt^iyith,  or 
>eradded  to,  tte.two  years  fubfotjucAt  to  t^^c  tjGaty  of 
peiace,  jwhidi  were  to  elapfc  Jbefore  apy^  claim  .flipulcl  be 
made.  From  the  words  of  the  aft,  ond  frpixi  all  tj?c  ;Circum- 
ftaitces-conneAed  with  the  taaniaftion)  he.  wak.di^pidcdl/ 
joclified  to  tlie  .opinion  ci  Mr-  Pigot,  and  ip  dj^vi^i^  from 
Ite  opinion  woijld  ^ot»  in  hip  judgajent,  beto  accwd  with 
*B-priDCipl€spfgood  faith,  which  ]ie  hoped  Miniftcrs  would 
jufficicntiy  feel  <t  thei*-  ^uty  to  attend  uu  Ifthere  was  any 
tioubc>  in  their  mind  as  to  .the  bctt  mode  of  proceeding  in 
coafequencc  of  the  alteration  iq  the  ^d  from  the  words  of 
the'rclulution,  he  tUought  i4  wa$  theif  duijr  to  apply  for  the 
advice  of  that  Houfe,  afad  if  there  was  ^ny  miftaJ^e,  to  have 
it  reAitied^  but  by  no  naeans  to  truQ  to  any. opinion  againft 
the  eqctity  of  the  cafe.  The  bargain  wis  knovyii  to  be  con- 
chided  when  the  rtfolutipn  of  .the  Oonomittce  was  pub- 
)iflied».and  any  departure  from  that  refoiution  m  the  pro- 
gtefsof  the  biU,  was  an  alteration  made  by  one  of  the  par- 
tien,  without  the  conlcnt  of  the  otlier.  ^s  f^ch.  departure- 
bad  occurred  tltfough  inadvertency^  he  iruftedthal  Minit 
ters  would  not  run  the  rifle  of  exposing  Parliaoient  to  the 
chargcofimpotition  by  refufing  to  corre^.  thip  evil  com* 
plaiittd  of*  a  diavge  which  w^».  nevqr  atten^pted  to  be  caft 
before.  He  begc;6d  leave  to  injprels.  on  the  minds  of  the 
Houfe  tb^t  alrooft  iromediately  after  the  refolmion  of  the 
Committee  was  agreed  to,  ,by  which  the  propofal  of  thofe 
iubfcnbers  was^ acceded  to,  iome  of  them  made  a  depo£i» 
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and  many  of  them  paid  their  iifft  inftalroents  before  the  bill 
was  palled  ir^  wi^ich.FJbftt^refolptij^a  vaft altoied.    >  ' 
^  The  Chanfclkr  (J'  th$  Efd^qusr  wooJd  hav«  been  ia- 
ctineU  to  admit  the  f<pTce  ^f  tl)«  right  boN;  Gtncieman's 
teafoini^,  apd  tbat  of  the  horn  M^mb^t /Who  pmceded  hitn, 
if  there  iiad  not  been  circum(|ance$  in^thh  ^afe  to  wliich 
neither  of  them  had  fe^nae4  to  adrert*     Tbe^feretion  of 
the  Houfe  was  not  tied  up  by  any  refolutftone  4>f  a^  Cmnmit- 
tee.  Tile  money  which  was  paid  up(»n  the  faith  of  thefe  re* 
folutions  was  notav«iiUble  tit!  after  the  bill  bad  received. the 
concurrence  of  the  Lords  an4  the  royal  afleot     It  Was  no- 
tiling  eiie  than  ^  depofil  at  the  ^nk,  which  remained  fill 
the  bill  had  gone  through  all  its  ftages.     The  notice  which 
had  been  fiuck  up  at  the;  B^nk^  contained  the  refervatioos 
to  which  the  parties  fubfcribed,  fubiequeotto  which  the  re- 
iolutions  of  tiie  Committee  were  2^gree4  to.     Good  faith 
did  not  require  that  fuch  bargains  Ihuuid  always  bcma<le  in 
Conformity  to  fuch  refqlutions^  becaufe*  in  every  ftage  of 
the  bill,  Tome  aUeration  noight  take.pUce.     An  application 
had  been  made  by  theholders  of  the  loyalty  fiock  for  an  ad- 
ditional bonuS)  inconfequcnce  of  the  }ofs  they  £ud  they  had 
fuftaSned  from  a  depreciation  of  the  f^jods,  and  for  an  in* 
terval  of  four  or  five  months,  the  coiUraS  having  been  made 
when  3  per  ceqts^  were  at  50,  biit  had  fallen  to  46  or  47, 
The'  grounds  on  which  this  application  had  been  made 
werc^hat  a  fipcqnd  loan  had  been  contra&cd  for  the  fervite 
of  the  y^ar.     At  that  time  the  language  ot"  the  Geademen 
who  have  (poken*  was  very  di^erent  from  their  ientiments 
now.    The  attention  of  Parliament,  and  die  attentibn  of 
the  fubfcribers,  was  particularly, called  to  the  tranfadkni  of 
tlhat  iovalty  Ioan>  and  to  the  aft  by  which  it  was  to  be 
raifed,  by  the  great  debates  which  took  place  in  Par)ia«ieat 
it  that  time.     There  was  not  then  one  word  of  cooiplaint, 
by  either  party,  againft-  the  alterations  which  took  place; 
the  parties  had»  therefore*  a  fair  and  full  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  determination  of  the  Legiflatufe.     To  fay  that 
parties  were  thus  to  take  advantage  of  their  own  ignorance* 
and  come  forward  with  copiptaints  at  this  period,  was  ap« 
plying  a  new  principle  which  might  prove  adan|«rous  pre- 
cedent*   It  was  hjis  dut;y  to  attend  to  the  opinion  of  the 
officers  of  the  Crown,  while  the  parties  may  ftili  have  re- 
drefs  in  a  court  of  juftice.     The. fubfcribcrs,  however,  had 
not  a  fure  ground  to  ftaqd  upon.    If  tlie  liberality  of  the 
H'^ufe  was  to  be  appealed  to,  we  mnft  confider  who  are  to 
be.  the  objcfls  of  liberality,  and  who  the  objcSs  of  juftice. 
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The  public  ialercft  had*  claim  to  our'confidmtion,  and 
h  myftblb  »  latisfiidicHi  totke  Hbafe  to  bcf  Informed  that, 
the.  origiiitl  fuWcribcrs  will  bc^  paid  at  W, 'ifncl  receive 
fomethtfig  Toofe  thaw '1  per  cent.'  stnd  ho  J6ft  jroiiIiS  be  lut^ 
tatn/ed  b?  the  public.  €>ft  th^e  ferobnds  he  totifd  not  con-, 
fcnt  to  tie  motion,  or  tbc'  objcfls  of  the  "hon.  Gehtlemaq. 
If,  howev^,  it  ihc^ld'  be  the  ple^fiirr  of  the  Hotife  sot  19. 
acquiefc^  in  the  htotion,  he  thought  an  arrangement  niigK|t 
be  made  with  the  parties  ;  that  tb<J  time  (5f  payment  of  the 
bonus^  might  be  delayed  liH  the  time  of  peaci,  when  pay- 
ment -would  take  place  with  lefs  inconvenience  to  tJie  pur>«. 
lie  than  at  preient.  • 

Mr*  I^x  confidcred  this  queftibn  of  infinite  importanccl 
and  concurred  with  the  whole  of  the  argunfienfs  advancea 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  under  the  gallery  (Mr.  Pitt). 
lie ftatedthat  it  never  was  the  cuftom  to  propofe  any  alte.- 
ration  in  a  bill  founded  upon  a  ri^folution  in  a  Committed 
of  Ways  and  Means  refpeflJng  any  loan.  He  challenged  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Treafury  bench,  to  quote  one 
Inftance  where  any  fach  propbfition  was  made  by  hiip,  or. 
any  other  Gentleman  who  iever  fat  oh  the  bench  which  he 
(Mr.  Fot)  had  occupied  for  fo  many  yeati.    Tins  obferva^ 
tion  he  made  in  ordet  to  mark  the  refpeft  for  good  faith 
towards  public  creditors,  which  had  been  uniformly  felt  in 
that  Houfe,  and  to  fhew  that  rid  one  had  ever  before  me* 
ditatcd  any  thing  like  an  alteration  in  the  terms  of  a  loan  par,- 
ticularly  tnjuiious  to'  the  contraftbrrs.     It  had  often,  to  be 
fure,  been  attempted  to  throw  out  a  loan  biU  altogether,  as 
it  might  be  in  the  Lord^,  but  never  in  any  cafe  to  alter  the 
terms ;  that  is,  if  the  intereft  to  the  lender  was  propofed  (9. 
be  5  pet  cent,  no  one  ever  mOved  in  any  ftage  of  a  loaa 
bilU.tiiat  fuch  intcreft  (hould  be  reduced,  and  for  thijs  ob- 
vious reafon,  that  it  would  be  a  fcandalpus  breach  of  fait^i 
to  new-model  a  contrad  without  the  confenr,  and  in  a  man- 
ner not  fiibjed  to  the  control  of  one  of  the  contrafling 
parties.      The  contrading  parties  in  this  tranfaftidn  he 
confidered  to  be  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  the  fubfcnbers 
to  the  loyalty  loan,  and  he  tnftfted  that  that  Houfe  would! 
never  by  an  aA  of  power  violate  a  folemn  aft  of  Coyenan^» 
to  which  it  fubfcribed  when  It  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  the  nefoiution  of  which  formed  the  bargain  now 
under  difcuffion.  1'he  hon.  Member  aflerted,  that  the  con- 
traftors  bad  a  right  to  confider  the  refolution  of  that  Com- 
mittee as  concldive  of  itheir  bargain,  and  could  n'of  be'fup- 
pofed  to  have  any  cognizance  of  the  fubfcquent  proceeding 
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u|)oa  the  bill,  for  it  would  be  monftro^  to  extend  to  fuch  a 
cafe  the  maidro  of  ignorantia  kges  mu  imcu/at.  The  altera* 
tioOy  therefore,  which  took  plM»,  they  could  not  be  coa^- 
dered  as  aware  of  before  they  advanced  their  money.  To 
make  ufe  then  of  fuch  an  alteration  to  evade  the  original 
agreement  with  them,  be  could  not  but  pronounce  as  little 
fhort  of  an  abfolute  frauds  Indeed  he  could  not  help  con- 
iidering  the  condu£l  which  Minifi^rs  (eemed  refolvad  (o  ob- 
ftrve  towards  tbofe  creditors^  as  little  lefs  than  bad  faith  per- 
fouified.  That  they  Ibould,  in  the  conftru£^ion  of  an  a£l« 
the  meaning  of  which  was.confefled  to  be  ^oubtfulj  take 
that  conftradion  which  was  oppoiite  to  good  faiiby  inftead 
of  the  contrary,  was  very  eitraordtnary ;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  faid^  that  only  a  certain  proportion,  of  the 
loyalty  loan  holders  bad  ai]^rted  this  claiiii»  and  all  the 
words  be  had  /ufed  on .  that  ground,  to  fpeak  in  the  mildeft 
manner  of  them>  waa,  in  fad,  fo  much  flung  away.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  indeed  promifed*  that  if  this  motion 
Ihould  he  rejeffaed,  a  nq^ociation  would  be  fet  on  foot  wif h 
the  perfons  complaining,  to  induce  them  to  poftpone  their 
demand  until  another  opportunity,  and  fuch  negociation  to 
reconcile  them  was,  it  feenis,  to  be  preceded  by  a  vote  of 
that  Houfe,  to  ihew  that  Minifters  had  the  abiblute  .power 
to  deal  with  thoib' claims  in  what  manner  tl)ey  pleafed-*- 
jiarticolarly  if  it  ihould  not  be  convenient  to  Miniftess  to 
diicbarge  them;  Here  the  hon.  Member  toolc  notice  of 
the  argurment  ai  tcnvmient't  made  ufe  of  by  rise  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  reprobated  it  as  indecent  and  unbe* 
';Coming  upon  fuch  an  occaiion  as  that  before  the  Houfe. 
Whatf  be  would  aik,  would  be  thought  of  any  private  indi- 
vidual who  Ihould  refort  to  fuch  an  argument  to  releafe 
himfetf  from  the  eaecution  of  a  folemn  contraA,  who 
ihould  propofe  to  facrifice  jufiice  to  convenience  ?  How 
then  was  the  Houfe  and  the  public  to  judge  of  a  Minifter 
who  talked  of  convenience  as  an  objeAign  to  the  difcbarge 
of  a  debt  iegaliy  contraded  and  juftly  due  to  a  certain  num* 
ber  of  public  creditors  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  explained. 

Mr.  Tiirney  oppofed  the  motion,  and  expreilpd  fome 
furprife  at  the  vehemence  and  afpericy  with  which  it  had 
been  fupported  by  the  hon.  Member  who  had  juft  fat  down. 
Not  fo  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  under  the  gallery  who 
preceded  him  (Mr.  Pitt),  and  who  b^d  with  his  womed 
fairneiSi  liberality,  and  temper,  delivered  his  fentiments 
upon  the  fubjed,  and  candidly  admitted  that  there  could 
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be  no  iihlrt^iAtentiMv  ^'Ooant^MBi'wbttever^oo  the  pm: 
of  hi^-Mfoj^fty *d  Muii{ters,i  t^^tcfifting  .thet^  oiiMlioA,  ^<or  aji J!> 
purpor<^  df  ^mmioiiie^^  bwiidh  of  .pdriiamtntacy  .'fiiUbu  Mi^Uh: 
the  hotdttri^df  t|]6  b^lijliow^  zndhuiiiic^hm{c\i.<i»^ 
der^dHii^i^fflkitoe'idf  tM  p^feat mmidn  ia  anytfufih  ycfioi 
of  vfeW^  h^iwooM  ite  alncngft  the  lafti ibenjiving  tp  «iM<^ 
his'&tfaibACdtbchabteacb  of  faiith.  QatbecMtri^ry^^ 
caHfidet^d'tb^  tubfcribers  to  the  Joan  aft.^haviognN^i.&ic^ 
cojgp^aitit  te  oNikid  in  juftke*  Thc^4ad,  upoi^  Uiflfefolu^ 
tioh  haviftg'^ilRMl  the  Committee  or.  tiiaJtHotifei,  de^Qt^^ 
as  "wae  uib^*  m  fdck*  Caies^  l^  per  cent*,  as  a  fetrtirily  iio  tbe^ 
Mihiftep  to  biiid  therti  to  fill  up  the  remainder^:  the; fi^b^ 
fcdptioiW  ^after  the  bUl'foondcdxuipmi^fuuhrefolutiQn  ih^uld 
ha^e  pafled'  into  a  \»w.  •  The  ^ hill  -founded  upon  the  f efMlu«» 
tion,  a^eratly.  was  brought -'^to  tbc.  Honfe  with. the  v^Y 
claufi^agaidft  Which  fo  much  ceofure  had  beeft<dirQ[dc4.>!H 
had  been  feverai  fuccef&ve  days  in  the  courfe  ofdif^f&Qj^ 
both  in  that  ian'd  the  ocfaer  HouTeof  Paiiiamfiot,.  arid*  tho 
fubfcribers  were  apprifed  of  the.clajufe  in  qileftioii/  iT.b^  * 
-wtere  at  liberty,  therefore,  to  withhold,  the  fabforipli^n,  if 
theydHliked  the  terois  expocfled  in'theckufe.rbutJMlWi^ 
afterwards  comloued:  their  payments^  ibey  certainly  ^  ba4 
ndw  no  right  to  cotttplainr  of  a\baigain  ibey.'  b^dc  r4tifiq4 
with  their  eyes  open.  He.  fuppoded  .gettebUy  lhei^«rgu« 
shtnii  of  the  Chancellor  ofthe  Excheqtieri  wbf^iiheiiiii^ 
wa^  6n}y  a^liilg  on  thb  occafiooy  as  Isd^conooiyed  hiit^lf 
bdoHtf^  oy  an  ad  ,of  ParUament,  in  a:4utfM:ib^.  publipf 
and  iiat  by  any  motive  of  private  tntereft  or. tatpric^i  It  y^99 
dbviDuHy  the  intention  of  the  fi^tmets  of  this  biU^  to  pr^ide 
againft  the  claim^or tedemptioa  of  tbiiioan  &o^  poitiiug 
forward  it  fit  «in#^- when  Pai-ltaanent  Ihaukd.tiofc  be  fotbign 
'^lycn-'ther  might  be  enabarrafled  in  providinsfor  thrpay- 
''trieiits,  and  therefore  it  was,  that  the  lO^of  06kpbdr'ari4 
th^  6tb  of  April  next  ufter  the  expiration  of  two  yeavs  fcam 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  west  naoie^  as  tbe 
periods  ftom  which  the '(ix  months  notice  wa»re<|jtiiredia 
the  bii).  He  was  not  aware  of  the  modrvea  whieb  n^atdd 
the  right  hon»  Gentiemanf^in  the  infertiollof  this  ciaiife  in 
the  bill,  notwithftandtng  the  refolution  ^  the  ComUittee 
had  certain ly  fome  meaning  founded:  on  ]aA:real'ans«  and 
tli^t  the  fublequent  amendraenu  upon  .which*  tb^'  :whok  0f 
the  prefent  debate  •tumdd,  was  ihfetled'  in  ihe  Ciaotipiltte' 
on  the  bill,  not  witboM  ^oine  rtaf4^s^t\th«^^)tilni»si&^^ 
How  that  amendment  came  to  be  infected^  he:  coiM:  not 
now  predfcly  'account;  b^^ever,  i^  was  therje^  and  had 
Vet.  11.  1 803-4.  4K  palled 
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pafled  into  a  hw  with  the  confent  of  both  Hoofes,  and  by 
that  law  Miniilers  were  bound  to  afi,  untH.the  Houfe  fliould 
think  fit  to  repeat  it.  He  was  fomcwhat  at  a  lofs  to  account 
for  the  particular  time  chofen  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
bringing  his  motion  forward,  the  very  day  before  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  appointed  to  negociate  For  the 
loan  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  ;  and  one  of  the  principal 
grounds  upon  which  his  right  hon.  Friend  was  juftified  iit 
adhering  flridly  to  the  letter  of  the  act  of  Parliament  on  the 
occaiioii  was,  that  if  it  was  underftood  the  loyalty  Joan  was  to 
be  paid  off  now,  inftead  of  the  5th  of  April  1S05,  it  would 
operate  materially  to  depreciate  the  terms  of  the  loan. 

Mr.  Canning  fupported  the  motion  and  the  arguments  of 
his  right  hon.  Friend  near  him  (Mr.  Pitt),  and  after  com- 
menting on  the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  lad  fpoke,  obl'erved,  that  fome  flrefs  had  been  laid 
upon  an  argument  that  only  oi|e-third  the  number  of  the 
loyalty  loan  ftockholders  had  come  forward  with  their 
claims  on  this  occafion;  and  that  the  number  of  the  original 
fabfcribers  to  the  loan,  compared  with  the  prefent  holders 
of'fuch  ftock,  were  extremely  few,  as  if  that  were  an  argu* 
ment  to  deteriorate  the  ftrength  of  their  claims ;  but  he 
begged  to  fay,  whoever  were  the  holders  of  that  ftock  at 
this  moment)  or  whether  they  lield  it  by  inheritance  or  pur- 
chafe,  it  devolved  to  them  with  all  its  rights,  privileges,  ad* 
vantages,  and  difadvantages,  on  as  full  tenure  as  the  origi- 
nal fubfcribersi  and  therefore  their  claim  was  juftified  to  the 
ftill  extent. 

Mr.  Tierney  explained,  and  vindicated  the  ftatements  he 
had  formerly  made. 

Mr.  Pitt  had  not  a  very  diftind  recolleftion  of  the  terms 
contraded  on,  or  the  alteration  that  took  place,  but  was 
certain  that  no  communication  could  have  been  made  to 
the  holders  of  the  loan  in  regard  to  that  alteration.  He 
regretted  that  he  had  not  a  diftind  recollection,  but  entered 
into  a  detail  of  the  circumftances,  fo  far  as  his  recolledion 
could  ferve  him,  and  concluded  by  ftating,  that  on  the 
ground  that  the  notice  (hould  be  given  at  the  expiration  of 
the  two  years  from  the  figning  of  the  preliminaries  of 
peace,  and  the  fix  months  added  to  the  two  years,  the  time 
of  payment  would  turn  out  to  be  pretty  nearly  on  the  lOth 
of  Oaober. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  oppofed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Henry  Thornton  obfcrved,  that  it  had  been  urged  that 
only  the  proprietors  of  eight  railliuns  of  the  loyalty  loan 
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had  come  forward  with  their  claims  of  notice  on  the  pre* 
fent  occafion,  and  that  the  proprietors  of  the  remaining  fix* 
teen  millions  were  not  at  allcbncerned  in  the  prefeat  mo- 
tion, nor  any  way  urgent  on  the  bufiaefs  ;  but  he  begged 
leave  to  fay,  that'  the  only  motive  which  prevented  the  re* 
mainder  from  coming  forward  with  their  notices,  was  be- 
caufe  they  were  in  utter  uncertainty  as  to  what  was  the. 
proper  (lep  to  purfue,  and  only  waited  the  difcuilion  of  the 
Houfe  that  night.  They  were  by  no  means  indifferent  to 
their  interefts,  however, .  on  the  occaiipn  ;  nor  infenfible  to 
the  very  material  difference  between  the  redemption  of  the 
loan  now,  and  the  poftponement  of  that  redemption  for  an- 
other year.  For  reducing  the  fubjed  to  a  mere  quefiion  of 
profit  and  lofs,  it  would  make  a  difference  of  at  lead  4  per 
cent,  on  the  value  of  the  (lock  to  be  paid  off"  now  inftead  of. 
April  1805  ;  becaufe,  as  that  Aock  was  now  at  90,  iipme- 
<iiate  payment  would  raife  it  to  100,  whereas  the  delay  of  a 
year  would  continue  it  at  moft  at  its  prefent  price  ;  and  the 
proprietors  of  16  millions,  he  believed,  could  not  be  very 
indifferent  to  fuch  a  coniideration  as  4  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  fuch  a  capital. 

Mr,  Morris  oppofed  the  motion,  and  maintained  the  ar- 
guments of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  Attorney  Qcn^ral  ^\{o  oppofed  the  motipn,  maintained: 
the  points  of  taw,  and  utterly  denied  that  the  Hoofe  of 
Commons  was  to  be  bound  down,  in  legiflating  a  bill,  b/ 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  under  the  gallery,  who  had  in* 
ttoduced  the  bill  with  the  very  claufe  objected  to,  had 
brought  in  that  claufe,  and  fubffituted  the  fubfequent  amend- 
ment, in  confequence  of  fome  conference  or  communication 
with  the  original  fubfcribers,  though  it  efcaped  his  recol- 
ledion. 

Mr,  Pitt  explained,  and  denied  having  had  any  fiach 
conference. 

Mr.  S.  Thornton  alfo  denied  any  fuch  communication, 
and  faid,  that  the  original  fubfcribers  were  confiderable 
lofers  by  the  loan  in  the  outfet,  as  in  confequence  of  the 
claufe,  after  the  firft  payment,  the  ftock  was  at  a  difcount  of 
two  per  cent. 

Mr.  Dent  (hortly  replied  to  feveral  of  the  arguments 
againft  his  motion  ;  and  in  anfwer  to  an  imputation  made 
to  him  by  the  right  lion,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  he  had  himfelf  refilled  and  voted  againft  the  claim  or 
the  holders  of  the  loyalty  loan,  for  an  additional  bonus  of 
five  per  cent,  ^hen  it  fell  to  a  depreciation  of  13  per  cent. 

4  K  2  flated. 
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fifttedy  that  on  that  occafion  he  had  reiifted  their^  claim 
upon  the  ground  that  they  had  made  their  loan  on  ^  free 
and  &ir  fpeculation^  upon  their  own  terms,  and '/ought  to' 
abide  by  the  ba^ain,  becaufe*  if  their  fund  had  becil  raifed 
13  per  cent,  they  would  not  h^ve  feit  themfelves  bound  to 
account  with  the  public  ;  but  upon  the  very  fame  principle 
of  jufttcc  he  oppofed  them  theh^  he  would  fupport  them 
now,  becaufe  he  thought  their  claim  right. 

The  Houfe  then  divided :  For  the  motion  76 — Againft 
it  100. — Majority  24. 

The  ChanceHor  of  the  £xcfaequer  gave  notice,  that  on 
Friday*  in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  he  fhould  fubmit  a 
motion  for  granting  a  further  fum  tor  the  completion  of  the 
Caledonian  Canal ;  and  alfo  that  he  fhould  move  the  plan- 
tation  eflimates. 

Lord  C^ftlereagh  ftated,  that  his  Majefty  had  been  waited 
on  with  the  addrefs  for  a  lift  of  half-pay  officers,  and  had 
given  dire^ions  accordingly. 

The  account  of  (hips  and  veflels  in  commiffion,  and  of  ar- 
tificers employed  in  his  Majefty *s  dock  yards»  was  withdrawn, 
on  account  of  an  error,  and  a  correct  one  prefented. 

Mr.  Vanfittart  moved,  that  thtre  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
fin  account  of  the  quantity  of  wine  and  raw  fugar  imported' 
and  exported  in  the  year  ending  5th  of  January  1804.— 
Ordered. 

The  bills  relating  to  the  pay,  clothing,  aiyl  allowances  of 
the  militia  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  were  read  a  fecond 
timei  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

W£DN£SDAY|   AFRIL   2$. 

Counfel  were  farther  heard  relative  to  the  appeal  caufe, 
Richardfon  t;.  the  Univerftties  of  Oxford  and  Catnbridgie.. 
Toproceed  again  on  Friday. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL    25. 

A  meflage  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords  announced  that  their 
Lordftiips  had  agreed  to  the  IriOi  militia  augmentation  bill, 
and  the  Irifti  militia  transfer  bill. 

Mr.  Jervis  gave  notice  that  on   that  day  fe*nnight  he 
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flioald  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  founded  on  the  fourth, 
report  qf  the  commiflioners  for  naval  inquiries,  relative  to  the 
^arly  diftribution  of  prize>-money. 

Mr.  Dent  gave  notice  that  he  (hould,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  days,  unlefs  fome  other  Gentleman  brought  the  fubject 
forward,  fubmit  a  motion  to  the  Houfe  with  rerped  to  the 
loyalty  loan. 

The  Houfe  went  throtigh  a  committee  on  the  priefts  or* 
ders  bilL  I'he  report  was  received,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  Committee  on  the  Iri(h  revenue  regulation  bill  was 
ordered  for  Friday  next. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bond,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  intp 
a  Committee  on  the  a£t  of  the  43d  Geo^rge  III.  relating  to 
the  carrying  of  paflengers  to  the  plantarions,  &c.  .  In  the 
Committee  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  exempt  from 
the  proviGons  of  that  aA  all  velTels  employed  in  the  New- 
foundland trade.  The  bill  was  afterwards  brought  in,  read  a 
firft  time,  and  Mr.  Bond  moved,  that  it  be  then  read  a  fecond 
timey  on  account  of  the  expediency  that  exifted  for  the  trade 
to  Newfoundland  ncit  being  delayed.  Sir  John  Newport  was 
'of  the  fame  opinion.  Mr.  Francis  wifhed  to  be  informed  of 
the  urgent  neceflity  for  hurrying  through  the  bill,  and  was  fa- 
tisfa£torily  anfwered  by  Mr.  Bond.  The  bill  was  then  read  a 
fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

A  perfon  frop»  the  Secretary's  office  in  Ireland  prefented 
certain  accounts,  which  were  laid  on  theiable.  ^ 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Weftern,  an  account  of  all  clover 
feed  exported  from  Great  Britain  to  foreign  countries,  and 
imported  from  foreign  countries  to  Great  Britain, ^during 
the  lad  feven  years,  ending  the  5th  of  Januaiy  1804,  didin* 
guifhing  the  amount  in  each  year,  and  the  ports,  together 
with  the  duties  and  drawbacks  thereon,  was  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Secrerarv  Yorke  brought  in  a  bill  to  fufpend  the  opera* 
tion  of  the  Irlm  army  of  referve  ad.  Read  a  fird  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Tuefday,  and  to  be 
printed. 

On  the  fuggedion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
Committee  on  the  Aylefl>ury  eiedion  biti,  which  Itood  for 
Friday,  was  podponed  till  Tuefday.  Lord  Porcheder  alfo 
podponcd  his  motion  until  Thurfday. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  gave  notice,  that  he  diould,  on  Friday 
ft'onightj  make  a  motion  for  the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade. 
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Mr.  Corry  rofe  to  move  for  a  ComoHttee  of  the  Houre, 
IP  order  to  date  the  terms  upon  which  he  had  concluded  the 
loan  for  Ireland ;  but  on  the  fuggeflion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  ^ho  ob» 
ferved  that  bufinefs  of  more  importance  would  occupy  the 
Houfe  that  evening,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  poftponed  the  . 
ftatement  till  Friday  next,  trufting  the  Houfe  would  enable 
him  on  that  day  to  tranfmit  the  neceifary  information  to  the 
Government  of  Ireland. 

SUSPENSION   OP  THE  ARMY  OF  RfLSERVE  ACT. 

Mr,  Secretary  Yorke  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  Jhe 
Houfe  going  into  a  Committee  upon  this  bill. 

Hfr.  Piit-^Sxt^  upon  the  motion  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  juft  now  made,  I  feel  myfelf  called  upoato 
exprefs,  at  fome  confiderable  length,  my  fentiments  as  to 
the  real  objed  and  efFeds  of  this  bill,  and  think  myfelf  called 
upon,  for  the  reafons  which  I  will  (late  to  the  Houfe,  to  give 
my  negative  to  that  motion.  I  do  not,  however,  wifli  to  be 
underftood,  that  by  my  doing  fo,  I  mean  to  difapprove  of  the 
ultimate  objed  for.  which  fuch  a  bill  has  been  introduced  ; 
for,  on  the  contrary,  I  (ball  take  the  liberty  of  propo(ing 
other  meafuresin  lieu  of  it.  Mychief  objediion  tothe  fur- 
ther progre(s  of  this  bill  has  been  already  introduced  in  the 
debate  which  took  place  on  the  difcudion  upon  other  meafures, 
connected  with  our  general  fyftem  of  defence.  On  that  fpecies 
of  general  objediop,  therefor^,  it  is  not  my  intention  at  pre* 
fent  to  take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the  HoiTfe ;  I  mean  only 
Ihortly  to  remind  Gentlemen,  that  it  has  been  alleged,  and, 
as  I  thinks  without  an  anfwer,  that  the  complexion  and  na- 
ture of  this  bill  goes  to  fufpend  the  operation  of  the  army  of 
referve,  which  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  to  relinquilh  all 
chance  of  any  further  benefit  being  derived  from  the  bill 
which  conftitutes  that  fpecies  of  force;  I  mean,  in  fo  far  as 
it  tended  to  add  to  our  dlfpofable  force,  which  all  perfonsin 
this  Houfe  agree  in  thinking  we  ought  to  refort  to,  as  the 
principal  means  of  our  country's  defence.  I  aver,  that  we 
are  relinqui(hing  all  chance  of  reaping  further  advantage 
from  a  meafure  which,  however  much  it  may  have  been  im- 
peded and  embarra(red  in  reaching  to  its  full  efTed^  has  been 
found  to  add,  within  thefe  laft  twelve  months,  a  fupply  to 
the  regular  army,  which  in  the  prefent  circumdances  of  the 
country  we  could  not  have  attained  by  any  other  mode  what- 
ever. It  goes,  I  fay,  to  reJinqui{h  that  beneiit,  without  pro- 
pofing  any  other  adequate  plan  in  order  to  accompIi(h  the 
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fame  pbjeA.  This  meafure,  ti^hen  JSrft  introduced,  was 
livowed  to  be  a  part  of  a  plan,  the  objed  of  which  was  to  in« 
creafe  our  difpofable  force.  The  three  parts  into  which  that 
plan  is  divided  are — the  railing  a  confiderable  number  of  ad- 
ditional battalions — the  fufpending  the  operation  of  the  army 
ofreferve — and  the  increafe  of  the  militia  of  Inekind.  Oh 
tbefe  feveral  meiifures  I  (hall  not  at  prefent  attempt  to  en* 
large ;  but  I  muft  fay,  that  my  opinion  is,  that  neither  of 
them  promifes  to  be,  in  the  fmallefl  degree,  adequate  to  its 
pui^ofe.  The  plan  of  increafing  the  IriA  militia  is  one 
which  is  to  give  us  a  transfer  of  a  moft  limited  '  fpecieS  of 
force,  not  adopted  upon  any  well  founded  grounds  for  the  inter- 
change of  fervices,  nor  upon  any  grounds  that  juftify  a  varia- 
tion from  the  general  rule,  which  limits  the  fervice  of  the  mi«- 
litia  to  their  refpeflive  countries.  That  part  of  the  plan 
feems  thus  to  partake  of  thefe  and  other  difadvantages,  while 
if  partakes  of  none  of  the  advantages  which  it  is  alleged  by 
fome  that  it  will  embrace.  With  refpeA  to  the  augmentation 
df  the  IriOi  militia,  I  may  juf^  obferve,  that  it  is  a  meafure 
Vrhich  is  flow  in  its  effed,  diftant  in  its  operation,  and  that 
there  is  tio  poflible  excufe  for  bringing  it  forward  at  th6 
prefent  period,  but  in  order  to  render  the  transfer  of  the  Irilh 
tnilitia  to  this  country  more  pradicable.  If  this  be  the  fole 
reafon  that  can  be  alleged  for  fuch  a  meafure,  it  cannot  ren- 
der  that  transfer  eflre£lual  at  the  prefent  moment,  nor  on  any 
future  occafion.  ^At  the  very  time  we  are  dating  our  wi(h 
to  augment  our  regular  army,  we  are  thus  going  on  to  aug- 
tkient  a  fpecies  of  force,  which,  however  refpefiable  and  de- 
firable  on  ordinary  occafions,  may  thereby  be  carried  beyond 
its  proper  limits.  It  creates  all  the  difadvantages  of  compe- 
tition which  the  fame  government  were  deiirous  of  reducing. 
While  Miniflers  are  endeavouring  to  put  a  (lop  to  that 
competition  in  England,  they  feem  not  to  advert,  that  they 
lire  introducing  all  ihofe  difadvantages  and  inconveniencies 
complained  of,  into  another  part  of  the  united  kingdom^. 
All  this,  too,  is  done  with  the  intention  of  ftopping^a  com- 
petition, in  order  merely  to  fubftiiute  fuch  a  force  for  the 
army  of  refetve,  as  would  neither  afford  fo  many  advantages, 
or  contribute  fuch  aid  to  the  real  objeA  in  view.  This  fyftem 
is  accompanied  too  with  the  Angular  circiimftance,  that  it  is 
)>ropofed  at  a  time  when  we  wilh  to  increafe  our  regular  regi- 
ments, by  raifing  new  levies  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  fa 
England,  you  determine  to  ftop  the  operation  of  an  ad,  in 
cafe  it  ihould  raifc  a  competition  with  tiiefe  new  levies,  white 
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jb  iT^had^vr^  are  '/MbftkutiDg.a  worfe  kifid  of  £01:09^  by.lc- 

vying  a.iviwfaiUUai^nd^l  findj  at  U^  fame  tiote^  op  ^ookjing 

into  the  bill  now  bc^for^  us,  ihat  fh^r<B  iinoi  meniipn  .of  fuf- 

fondinglb^  P|M)r4tipn  of  the  army  af  ^re(erv&  z£L  iiv|rc]aQil. 

Is.  it  riot  pUm>  Sir,  ibat  if  a  JTiiipatifioq  of,  a  (aini)ar  aft  as  to 

Irtlanii*  docs  not  lake  place, at. th^  fame  tioic,  tjiaijb^,  tSk€t 

of  the  €pinpelitionT*-[H«re jhe  rigbt  boo.  Gctntieipan ;.w;»s 

u^erruf  ti^  by  a. cry  of  hear  !  Jit^r  /  apd  at  the  fame  time,  was 

inforsncid  that  a./io^v^r  bill  as  to  Irdand  had  be^a  inuoduced 

,  that  day,  pievioiis  to  his  having  cotpe  into  tbeHoule^j  Mr- 

■  Flit  then  c<»nunued— I  bfg  pardon  for  having  thus  alluffed  to 

•  what  I  thought  had  been  negleAed  towards  our  filler  cauotgry 

<bot.lirfaUy  miift.confefs,  that  I  of^ver  heard  it  included  in  any 

motion  made  upon thisfubjefi.     I  aiti  glad  to  hear  that  fuch 

CoaGftency.has  been  obfe^ved  in  this  particulafy  but  as  the 

law.  .yei  flands>  whatever  may  be  (he  number  of  (he  army  xA 

referve  in  Ireland  (only*  I  believe^  zooo  men),  theire  would 

bea  proTpeft  of.  a  preference  being  (hown  tO:  the  militia^ 

.  inftead  of  that  o$har  fpecies  0/  force.  Tl^c  fervicea  of  ihc  one 

were  by  law  limited  folely  to  Ireland,  while  tbofe  of  tbe 

t)tbe»  extended  to  both  coimuies.    There  was  no..x:hanjce 

o£  thus  procuring  a  greater  number  of   men,  and  thece* 

fve.U^  procure  , men  in  a  (hape  in  which    theycaooot.be 

made  fo^efficjent^  or  fo-apt  to  enter  into  the  regular  army, 

'  is.  certainly  a.pkn  .whjch   is  far.  from    being  advi&bie. 

As  to.theoiher  nDcafure  of  raifing  new  levies,  I  may  .pb* 

ferve  on  die  abfurdity^  that  while  you  cannot  even  procure 

•tnen  for  a  limited  fervice  at  a  high  bounty,  it  is  prcp^led  .to 

xaifemeh  for  an  extended  degree  of.  fervice,  at  a  lower  de- 

,  gree.of  bounty,  without  at  all  offering  any  other  or  iiew  en* 

rcouragemeotto men  to  come  forward.    Minifiers  feem  to 

thid  folely  tothegreatrecommendatiooandjDduenceof  thofe 

people  whoraife  men  from  their  tenantry  and  cUns,  aiid  to  va- 

-  f  tous  other  local  drcumfiances,  which  .they  imagine  will  give 

facility  to  their  meafu res ;,  but  nothing  of  this  kind  has  been 

fiated  in  anfwer  tp  any  ^f  the  objections  which  hayel>een 

made.    There  jsjuft  ^%  ipuob  profpei^  of  raifing  met),  for  the 

cxUUttg  batljiUQD^  as  iof  newjevies^  but  then  it  is  faid  t^at 

yQUfive  inducement,  by, raifing  new  regiments ^crr^nk...  I 

caonet. believe  tlint  fugh  wijl  be.tlie  eafe,  unlefs^  ¥P^  <%  ^^'^ 

^officers  are  thu^.to  be  iodfifced  <o,giyp  a^dditional  houi^ties^^to 

openiie.afi'at)  jencourii|(e9Nent.     Such  are  ^ lie  principal  reafans 

for  my  obje^tng  tpuich  a  bill  at  .th]smop.)ent^    4^,^be  pre-> 

fent  fyflem  has  not  a  fufficient  efficacy^  the,  fufpenfion  of 
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-the  arm/  af  rcfervti",  the  more  efpeclMff  ought  not  to  take 
place  at  the  prefi^nt  eirne.  I  think,  that  as  the  army  of  re« 
ferve  now  ftands,  no  mftn  could,  with  prepriety,  attach  to  it 
fuch  an  appeHation,  beeaufe  it  has,  in  realiif*  fo  little  fimi- 
lt(ude  to*  an  army  of  referve.  I  think  that  noAe  of  thofc 
GeritTemen  who  are  advocates  for  the  fufpenfion  of  that  force, 
will  Carry  their  arguments  fo  far  as  not  to  approve  of  our 
confidering  whether  or  not  there  may  be  a  mode  to  raife  men 
for  a  limited  fervice,  which  would  embrace  a  dill  greater 
ntmiber  of  perfons,  and  fuc^  as  cannot  be  reached  by  any 
other  means  for  the  regular  fervicey  provided  it  can  be  done 
without  increafing  the  conrplaint  of  competition.  I  confefs  [ 
jLtti  hot  fanguine  enough  to  fuppofe,  thart  any  plan  which  I 
can  fuggeft  for  that  defirable  purpofci  can  be  entirely  free 
from  inconvenience.  I  do  not  know  but  objedionis  may  be 
made  to  my  propofalliy  which  do  not  prefent  themfelves  to 
me  at  this  moment,  but  fure  I  am,  that  there  is  no  man  who 
would  not  be  difpofed  to  confider  fuch  an  ob}e<S  highly  de- 
firable. All  I  'wifli  is,  that  before  we  determine  to  fufpend 
the  army  of  referve  a£^,  we  (houldconftder,  in  the  fiift  place^ 
,  whether  or  not  fome  means  might  not  be  fallen  upon*  which^ 
without  any  fufpenfion  at  all,  would  enable  us  to  derive  ad«- 
vantages  from  that  very  fpecies  of  force,  by  modifying  and 
improving  it ;  and,  fecondly,  if  that  force  be  really  found  to  be 
IneiSfeAual,  toconiider  whether  the  fufpendingit  in  a  limited 
manner,  is  not  doing  too  little,  and  whether  we  ought  not  to 
do  It  away  altogether.  I  (hall  now  proceed  to  fubmit  to  the 
Hotife  the  meafures  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  have  a  be* 
neficial  tendency  towards  the  accompiifliment  of  the  objeda 
in  view.  They  are  fuch  as  have  been  the  refult  of  a  great 
deal  of  invefligation  into  our  general  fyfiem  of  defence,  and 
mature. confideration  of  the  circumflances  of  the  country. 
I  am  not  wiOiing,  by  any  means,  toobtiitiA  the  meafures  of 
Government ;  I  am  bn)y  oppofing  their  prefent  plan,  in  order 
to  fubftitute  another  in  its  place,  which  1  humbly  conceive 
may  have  a  better  cfftSt.  I  therefore  beg,  that  the  further 
conftderation  of  this  bill  be  poftpmned.  Gentlemen  will  per* 
ceive,  that  the  general  foundation  of  the  meafures,  which  it 
is  my  wifli  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  refis  upon  thi^  principle, 
that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  fociety,  and  conGdering  the  prefent 
circomdances  of  the  country,  looking  at  the  ftate  of  com^* 
merce  and  of  agriculture,  all  (he  demands  for  labour,  and  all 
the  temptations  which  divert  men  fromenlifting  in  the  regular 
army  ;  looking,  I  fay,  to  the  diftioAioa.  which  naturally  ex* 
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ids  betwixt  an  unlimiTcd  fervice,  and  one  which  confines  men 
to  i\)tir  own  foil,  there  miift  '>c  a  proHability  that  in  fuch  a 
country  as  thisy  a  great  number  of  men  may  be  eafily  in* 
duced,  by  proper  means,  to  enter  into  a  lervice  wh:ch  is  li- 
mited in  point  of  its  extent.  If  fuch  be  the  cafe,  it  is  natu- 
ral  to  fuppofe,  that  men  might  flill  further  be  induced  to  ex- 
tend their  fervice,  fo  that  the  regular  army  might  be  increafed 
to  fuch  an  extent  as  cannot  be  attained  by  any  ordinary 
means  of  recruiting,  even  although  ail  competition  were 
completely  aboliflit^.  I  aflutne  this  dodrine,  that  when 
perfons  are  once  induced  to  enter  into  a  limited  fervice,  the 
gradation  into  one  ihat  is  unlimited  becomes  thereby  much 
inoic  eafy.  This  fecond  (lep  is  befides  greatly  to  be  facili- 
tated, when  aided  by  thofe  emoii()Dsof  ardour  and  pairiotifm 
which  warfare  tends  to  excite  in  the  breads  of  all  ranks  of  the 
people.  The  mere  energy  of  the  Engiifli  charadler,  and  that 
fort  of  ftupendous  influence  which  reigns  in  their  hearty 
when  roufed  by  adual  neceflity  to  great  exeruons,  not  only 
for  their  own  fafety,  but  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  their 
country,  would,  by  a  judicious  and  well  regulated  manage- 
ment, inluce  men  to  come  forward  from  the  one  fpecies  of 
force  into  the  other,  and  tend  greatly  to  produce  immediate 
advantages  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  I  think  I  may 
aflume,  that  the  militia  is  not  that  fpecies  of  force  from 
which  the  tranfition  into  the  regular  army  is  mod  to  be  looked 
for.  It  has  been  tried  already,  both  as  to  officers  and  men, 
and  it  would  be  better  that  the  militia  were  never  again  ex- 
pofed  to  a  repetition  of  it.  The  fervices  of  the  militia  ought, 
according  to  the  opinion  of  mod  men,  to  be  limited,  other- 
wife  it  cannot  be  maintained  with  full  effcfk,  if  it  exceeds 
40,000  men  in  Kngland  ;  for  if  the  number  were  to  be  ex- 
tended, the  nature  of  that  fydem  would  be  changed  I  ihink 
Ihat  the  augmentation  of  the  militia  was  judifiablcoo  a  for- 
mer occafion  in  Ireland,  but  it  is  far  from  being  defirable  at 
prefent,  and  cannot,  indeed,  with  any  advantage  be  adopted. 
My  notion  ofthe  mannerof  ballotting,  and  forming  battalions, 
is  very  different  from  the  mode  at  prefent  obferved.  What- 
ever objeAions  Gentlemen  may  have  againd  the  army  of 
referve,  I  beg  them  to  dop  till  they  fee  how  it  interferes 
with  the  recruiting  •fervice.  We  fiiould  endeavour,  as 
foon  as  poflible,  gradually  to  recur  to  our  original  num- 
ber of  militia,  that  is,  to  decreafe  them  to  forty  thoufand 
ititn  in  England,  and  eight  thoufand  men  in  Scotland. 
After,  doing   this,  we  ought  to   incrcafe  the  nu:nber  of  the 
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arnayof  rcferve  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  militiji  rs  de^» 
creafedf  Wc  have  at  prcfent  70,000  militiamen  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  ahd  we  (hould  have  (were  the  numbers 
completed)  about  40,000  of  the  army  of  referve  in  Great 
firitain. .  We  ought  therefore  to  reduce  the  militia  to  48,000; 
but  the  other  defcription  of  force  (hould  be  raifed  from  40,000 
to  64,000,  which  would  be  done  by  taking  2o,ooo  from  the 
Englirt)  militia,  and  4000  from  that  of  Scotlmd.  1  do  think 
that  this  would  be  a  more  judicious  arrangement  of  our  force  ; 
but  I  would  not  propofe  that  it  {hould  be  put  into  execution 
fuddenlv  and  abruptly,  a^a  time  like  the  prefent,  when  wc 
arc  makinjE;  immediate  and  vigorous  preparations  to  meet  the 
enemy.  I  would  not  begin  by  reducing  the  militia,  but  I 
would  not  fill  up  any  vacancies  therein  during  the  prefent 
war,  leaving  it  at  the  fame  time  to  decline,  by  its  contributing 
to  the  gradual  increafc  of  this  other  force.  This  would  at 
lead  take  away  one  half  of  the  competition  in  recruiting  the 
regular  army,  and  would  bring  the  whole  into  a  more  con- 
centrated point  of  vicvv,  thereby  rendering  it  more  manageable. 
My  firll  objedk  is  thus  to  alter  the  proportion  of  our  difpof- 
able  force,  and  if  by  experience  we  know  that  put  of  a  force, 
(the  army  of  referve)  of  which  we  have  not,  in  point  of  faft, 
ratfcd  above  30,000  men  in  England  and  Scotland,  there  has 
already  been  added  9000  to  our  regular  army,  i  thmk  there 
will  ex  ill  a  chunce  of  adding  thereto  in  a  greater  proportion, 
according  to  the  incrcafc  of  the  army  of  referve,  when  men 
*arc  empowered  and  encouraced  to  cnlift  into  an  extended  fcr- 
vice.  The  next  meafure  I  propofe,  is  one  which,  of  all 
othcrsj  would  tend  moft  to*  the.objeft  in  view,  if  it  could 
poffibly  be  accompli  (lied.  I  will  urge  it  the  more  ftrongly, 
as  I  think  that  no  objeflions  can  be  (lated  to  it,  in  times  like 
the  prefent^  when  it  is  the  diitv  of  every  member  of  the 
Houfe  to  fubmit  to  difficulties,  and  to  recommend  fuch  a  fub- 
miflion  to  the  country  at  large.  The  prefent  period,  I  may 
venture  to  fay,  is  altogether  unexampled  in  the  hiftorv  of  this 
nation,  or  of  the  world  itfclf.  It  is  not  merclv  a  q^iieilion 
of  making  ovrfelvcs  fafe  in  our  own  country  ;  we  muft  take 
a  more  extenfive  view  of  the  matter,  and  cenfider  the  ftate 
of  Europe.  Whatever  may  be  the  wreck  and  devaftation 
praftilcd  on  the  contifienr,  whatever  may  be  the  miferable 
fortune  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  however  much  they 
may  be  overwhelmed  by  unjuft  ambition,  and  infupportable 
defpotifm,  we  muft  not  reft  fatisfied  in  our  own  fecurity,  and 
imagine  that  this  part  of  the  globe  is  alon^  fufHci^nt  for  our 
lepofe.     We  muft  extend  our  views,  and  by  a  proper  appli* 
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€atioa  of  our  own  Terfni|ce8»  wc  may  tihimatchf  br>eiiaUed« 
either  to  aiSanrd  affiftance  to  other  lationsi  or  Tbufe  their  b* 
icfit  €<icf  gtcs,  andeucoUrage  them  to  uniCe  in  the -adoption 
cC  a.  fimibr  fydein;  We  ought  not,  therefore,  to  iobk  id 
tboCe  Qb)c6ls  of  prcflore,  thofe  parochial  or  local*  difficolttest 
which^  thoaghit  be  our  duty  to  mitigate  as  ^nuchas  poili- 
Ucf  it  is  ftill  oar  duty  to  recommend  the  endurance  of  them, 
in.  order  to  increaf&our  diTpofabie  force,  and  not  to  defiA^  ho- 
Otifo  wemay  conceive  that  there  is  already  enough  to  dciend 
our  own  (bcrea.  I  do  therefore  hold,  that  there  it  a  neceffity 
ipc  incurring  confiderabte  inconvenience.  The  fecond  part 
of  my  propoTal,  therefore,  would  be  titat  this  force  (hottld 
2iot  'merely  be  ftiled  an  army  of  referve,  but  that  Oat  of 
6ovooO|  I  would  with  that  one-fourth,  or  one-fifth  part  of 
the.  number >  Ifaould  be  allowed  each  year  to  eniifl:  intofhe 
legular  army ;  and  that  whatever  vacancies  might  thereby 
be  created  fliould  be  filled  up  in  the  fame  manner.  This 
might  furnifh  the  means  of  adding  lo  or  15^000  men  an* 
nually,  over  and  above  the  mode  ufaally  followed  in  re- 
cruiting the  regular  army,  and  would  prove  a  more  efiectoal 
increaie  to  our  regular  force  than  any  other  mode  of  re- 
cruitings even  tiiough  we  were  to  facrifice  all  the  other 
•fpecies  of  Tervice*  But,  Sir,  it  is  not  merely  by  raifing  a 
force,  out  of  which  the  army  of  referve  may  be  recrufted, 
that  the  advantage  of  this  plan  confifts ;  I  look  alfo  far  con- 
jBittlting  this  force  laTuch  a  manner  as  to  render  it  moch^ 
snore  uTefui  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  even  in  regard 
•to  their  limited  fervice.  When  the  army  of  referve  wasHrft 
yaifedthey  were  feparated  into  battalians,  without  anyrefe- 
Itncc  to  the  regular  army.  Out  of  that  army  of  referve,  ft> 
fiirmed,  men  have  been  allowed  to  en  lift  itidifcriminatety 
into  the  regulars,  and  the  time"  of  enlifting  hat  been  attowed 
.to  interfere  with  the  ordinary  mode  of  recruiting.  One  nla- 
^lef i«l .  point  I  wi fh  to  fgbmit  to  the  Houfe  is,  that  thefe 
•i^ht  to  be  a  proper  proportion  of  tjuotas  ohferved  in  ttie 
iame  manner  as  in  the  militia  in  each  county  of  Great  8ri- 
tmn»  and  alio  that  feme  meafure  ought  to  be  adopted,  to 
tA^blilb  a  pernianent  connexion'  between  all  ogr  regular  ft^ 
giments  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  This  plan  has  been 
^ten  talked  of,  but  never  yet  put  into  execution,  though  1l 
would  evidently  tend  to  enlarge  the  fyftem  of  recruiting; 
ihpfpldicws.  would  look  on  one  another  as  relations  ttid  friends 
much:  more  readilvy^f  inftead  of  raifing  new  regimen^  a 
tsq^nfi  battalion  wasadded  to  every  regiment  io  eaditrouaty ; 
llns  qfftumwn..^wUt  ihm  be  muchodirfMS  »d>miiohijnope 
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€ipo^ati¥C4  But  il  Aiet^Botftopt there;  as  o«r  prefttit  >fefM 
fetncb*  an  .officer  w^bo  comminKis  in  a  bfttlalion  of  theantiy 
of  refervei  ttrnd  fecla  o>nftderable  depce  i)f  grief  And  dtfa^ 
potntmcnf,  ac  feeiog  himfelf  depriv^  ofihoic  m^n  wHoi«r« 
fey  h«  cxcrlions,  be  has  pcrfcflcd  in  their  dlfciplioc,  owing 
to  the  perroriiicMi  of  iuch  indifcriminate  recruiting.  It  ien« 
to  undermijpie  the  principleft  of  di(ci[)liiie,  becaufe  every  roan 
feels  leis  inclination  to  obey,  when  he  knows  ihat  hecanait 
any  period  feparate  himfelf  from  h is '  officer,  and.  go  iittD 
janother  regiment;  but  if  an  union  be  kept  up  betwixc  twro 
battalions,  the  one  of  ihe  rcfcrve^  and  the  oiher  of  the  regii* 
)ars»  what  will  be  the  coufequence  J  There  wilLt1>cn  be  a 
perpetual  interchange  betwixt  the  two  hatcaSoas.  Every  of«- 
ficer  will  know  that  his  cndr\  ^eonly  to  withdraw  from  orte 
biittalion  inta  the  other,  with  wliich  he  is  tKus  conne<£ltd ; 
and  the  men  iliemfelves  will  know  that  they  writ  probably  be 
led  on  to  aftion,  if  not  by  the  individual  officcn  who  formerly 
commanded  them,  at  leafV  that  they  will  be  likely 'to  be  prcfenr 
with  thein  in  the  fame  field,  and  it  will,  no  doubr,  prove  an 
encouragement  to.  propriety  of  condu£i  and  milhary  exer* 
lion*  1  maintain  that  theie  meafuresare  likely  to  have  an 
incredible  eflPeft  in  procuring  recruits,  and  thofe  too  of  the 
beft  kind.  The  mutual  interchange  will  alfo  tend  to  the 
benefit  of  the  officers,  becaufe  it  will  a6Ford  them  experiencCt 
by  preventing  the  frequent  introdudtion  of  thofe.  wjio  ate 
'Only  beginners  in  the  mijitary.  purfuits.  Indeed,  in  a  (tkott 
time  the  whole  of  your  defeniive  force  would  ti^us  become 
asgpod  aud  efficient  as  your  regular  force  ;  by^  that  means  the 
men  will,  as  it  were»  become  worth  double  their  number, 
'With  a  view  to  the  defence  of  the  country ;  they  will  be 
changed  in  a  fliott  time  to  ready-made  fuldiers,  while,  at  the 
famif  time,  the  plan  of  regular  recruiting  may  be  enlarged^ 
and  f^iade  more  eiFe£tuaJ.  It  thus  unites  feveral  advantages  in 
every  point  of  view,  unlefs  in  fo  hr  as  the  mode  in  which  it  is , 
to  be  raifed  may  increafe  a  competkion.  Confidering,  howefcvi 
the  numerous  benefits  to  be  derived  by  die  adoption  of  fuch  a 
planr  perhaps  gentlemen  may  confent  to  admit  of  a  certain  de*  . 
gree  of  competition,  feeing  that  it  will  be  materially  narrowed. 
It  appears  clearly  to  my  mind,  that  by  the  plan  I  have  fug- 
f  efted,  the  difadvantageous  competition  in  the  recruiting  of 
the  Tfsguht  army  will  be  avoided.  As  the  ballot  is  now  re- 
;gulated«  if  it  falls  upon  a  perfon  who(b  engagements  in  life, 
jor  Of  ber  circumftances,  render  it  unfit  thar  he  ffatMiM  ferve, 
he  moft  find  a  fubAitute,  and  tio  limit  is  afUgoed  to  the  ftim 
he  xnuft  fire  to  ptreciire  oae;  he  it  lo  fa^rifice  peifhepti  4^K 
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or  50V.  and  expofe  hfmrelf  and  his  family  to  numerous  pri**. 
vations,  not  for  ihe  benefit  of  the  ftate»  but  from  the  impo* 
liiic  plan  adopted  to  fupply  its  exigences.  The  eSe£l  is  ob* 
wioUs;'  it  has  occafioned  a  fpccicsof  fubfcription  club,  which 
converts  the  matter  into  a  fort  of  parochial  rate,  by  which 
the  important  military  duty  of  recruiting  is  committed  to 
parifh  officers,  inftead  of  being  entruftcd  to  officers  who  arc 
competent  todifcharge  it;  and  being  in  fuch  hands^  they  bid 
sgainit  each  other  without  limit  ofdifcretion,  to  the  utter 
ruin  of  the  fervice.  What  I  have  propofed  requires,  that  if 
the  perfon  on  whom  the  ballot  falls  will  not  ferve,  he  (hall 
pay  a  certain  moderate  fixed  fiim ;  but  if  he  ferves,  then  he 
iball  receive  the  famd  amount  he  would  oiherwife  pay.  An- 
other precaution  in  the  fcheme  is,  that  the  fubftituie  fhould 
be  found 'by  the  parifh,  and  not  by  the  individual;  and  fur* 
ther,  the  perfon  fo  provided  is  to  be  taken  from  the  hundred, 
and  not  from  the  great  market  towns,  unlefs  under  the  pre- 
dicament I  (hall  prefenDly  explain.  The  bounty  given  will 
alfo,  according  to  thefe  arrangements,  be  examined  by  the 
magi (t rates  of  the  refpeflive  counties,  who  will  prevent  any 
deviation  from  the  limits  prefcribed  by  law.  It  will  imme* 
diately  occur,  on  the  review  of  this  plan,  that  there  will  be 
110  poffibility  of  furpafling  the  bounty,  and  from  the  local  li- 
mitation there  will  be  no  danger  of  interfering,  in  places  of 
extenftve  population,  with  the  recruiting  of  the  regular  army. 
,The  next  confideration  to  which  I  requefl  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  is,  the  fupply  of  the  vacancies,  or  to  provide  for 
thofe  cafes  where  the  hundred  can  procure  no  fubftitute, 
which  inability  may  accrtie  from  a  great  variety  of  caufcs. 
In  fuch  circumftances  the  bounty  is  to  be  made  over  to  the 
Colonel,  who  is  to  pay  the  limited  fum  he  fo  receives  for  the 
more  limited  fervice  he  requires;  that  is,  that  the  recruiting 
parties  he  employs  are  to  procure  men  for  this  particular 
fervice;  and  regulating  the  quantum  of  bounty  by  the  nature 
of  the  duty,  no  pernicious  competition  will  aiife,  as  the  larger 
bounty  will  always  be  given  for  enlifting  into  the  regular 
army.  There  mufl,  in  a  country  like  this,  where  the  fources 
of  comfort  and  enjoyment  in  life  are  fo  well  underfloody  be 
a  great  variety  of  perfons  who  will  enlift  for  a  much  fmaller 
.bounty  into  a  temporary  fervice,  but  who  would  not,  for  any 
emolument  whatever,  engage  for  life  in  a  military  occupa* 
tion.  Thus,  I  conceive,  J  leave  undiflurbed  the  mode  of  re- 
cruiting now  employed,  and  I  add  a  new  mode,  which  I  will 
prefume  to  be  capable  of  doubling  the  fupply  from  the  ordi* 
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nary  fourccs.  Such,  Sir,  I  flatcr  myrdf,  is  to  improve  and 
enlarge  the  regular  army,  by  prefenting  novel  expedients  for 
the  purpofey  and  thus  to  conduce  eflentially  to  the  means  of 
internai  defence  and  external  warfare.  It  has  been  juftly 
compUined,  that  the  meafures  for  this  purpofe  lately  reforted 
to,  fo  materially  interfere  with  each  oiher,  that  they  fucccf* 
fively  obdrud  whatever  is  adopted :  it  has  been  my  endea- 
vour to  avoid  this  error,  and  to  combine  the  feveral  pacts  of 
thisextenfive  fyftem  in  fuch  a  way,  that  a  mutual  co-operation 
may  be  produced,  and  that  what  is  good  and  eligible  in  ttfelf 
may  be  rendered  better  and  more  defirable  by  this  connexictn* 
Objedlions  have  been  flated  to  the  introdudlion,  at  this  time, 
of  any  great  fcheme  of  improvement  io  the  fervice;  it  is» 
however,  true  that  the  moment  of  public  difficulty  is  often  thjs 
crifis  of  public  improvement ;  the  fenfc  of  danger  infpire$ 
men  wiih  a  portion  of  zeat  and  enthunafm  which  enables 
them  to  furmount  the  obdrudions  by  which  they  are  fur* 
rounded,  and  they  are  capable  of  performing  what,  under 
other  circumftanccs,  they  could  fcarcely  contemplate.  What 
is  now  recommended  feems  to  me  beneficial,  whether  the 
country  be  ex pofed  to  the  horrors  of  war,  or  in  the  enjoy- 
mentof  the  bleflings  of  peace.  In  the  prefent  circumftan* 
cesof  Europe,  Ihould  hoftilities  terminate,  the  permanence  of 
fuch  a  (ituation  would  depend  upon  the  refpe£table  flate  of 
your  peace  eitablifli men t,  more  than  on  any  other  circum- 
ftance:  this  I  felt,  and  I  recommended  on  a  recent  occafion 
the  neceffity  of  preferving  a  competent  force.  By  the  pre*^ 
fent  propoTul  this  advantage  would  be  fecured,  a  body  of  men 
with  liberty  to  recruit  into  the  regular  army  would  be  provide 
ed,  and,  without  any  ballot,  10  or  15,000  recruits  would.be 
ready  tofupply  the  ranks  in  the  troops  of  the  line,  and  able 
to  a£t  with  them  on  the  moft  difficult  fervice,  without  dif« 
gracing  iheir  companions  in  the  field  of  danger.  If  all  or 
any  of  thefe  btfnefits  be  unavoidably  connedled  with  the  mea<- 
Aire,  the  Houfe,  I  am  fuie,  will  be  difpofed  to  give  it  an  at* 
tentive  confideration;  but  I  am  far  from  having  exhaufted 
all  its  merits.  By  the  plan  it  appears,  that  the  officers  attach- 
ed to  thofe  provilional  troops  would  be  thofe  who  are  moft 
capable  of  bringing  their  difcipline  K>  perfedion,  and  in  con* 
fequence  they  will  be  much  more  ready  toa^  with  the  troops 
of  the  iiiie,  than  the  fupplies  from  the  militia,  or  from  the 
army  of  referve.  It  will  not  be  neceflary  to  abandon  the 
found  maxims  of  (tare  policy  by  which  the  militia«  of  Britain 
and  Ireland  are  confined  to  their  native  territory,  and  the 
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ilirpof^ble  force  of  the  couotry  mav  be  dirmiflcif  to  tliofc 
fituaiions  where  its  gaHantry  and  condo6l  will  redoynd  moft 
to  the  advantage  and  glory  of  the  country.     I  have,  Sir^  ofi 
all  iheFe  grounds,  thought  it  tight  to  refift  your  leaving  the 
chair,  to  convert  this  Houfe  into  a  Committee  for  the  confi-* 
deration  of  the  propriety  of  ruTpending  the  army  of  referve 
ad,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought,  that  on  a  qiieOion  ojT 
this  magnitude  I  have  intVuded  too  much  on  yotir  indulgence. 
Afr.  Secretary  Yorke — Notwithftanding  the  rclpcft   1  aiti 
always  difpofed  to  pay  to  whatever  is  fnggeftcd  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  jud  fat  dawn»  I  muflconfefsv  aher 
paying  the  mod  ftri£l  and  minute  attention  to  his  reafoning, 
1  have  heard  nothing  to  influence  my  mind  to  p^Opone  the 
conltderation  of  the  prefent  bill.      A  few  obfervations  on  the 
grounds  of  the  meafure  will  explain  my  meaning.     I  beforei 
Sated,  that  two  objeSs  were  propofcd :  firft,  to  render  the 
Internaldefence  of  the  country  complete,  which   was  of  the 
bighefl importance:  fecoi^dly,  to  augment  the  difpofable  force 
fofaras  to  enable  us  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  his  own  poflef- 
(ions.     I  have  the  happinefs  to  fay,  that  the  firfl  obje£t    !/ 
completed;  the  fecond  is  the  matter  now  to  be  con  fide  red, 
and  the  plan  propofcd  for  this  purpofe  is  a  temporary  expe- 
dient to  increafe  the  facility  of  the  new  levies  for  the  fnpply 
of  the  1 1  oops  of  the  line.     The  material  means  of  pronSoting 
this  appeared  to  us  to  be  by  removing  the  pernicious  com-;^ 
petition,  and  by  introducing  into  this  country  a  certain  pro* 
portion  of  the  militia  of  Ireland.     Objedions  have  been  made 
to  the  latter  as  diminilhing  the  fecurity  of  chzt  part  of  *the' 
united  kingdom,  and  interfering  with  the  augmentation  bf 
the  regular  force  there.'    The  policy  or  inopolicy,  in  this  re- 
fped,  depends  much  upon  the  influence  of  powerful  individuals 
to  fupply  the  deficiency  thus  to  bfe  occafioned;    and  after  in- 
forming myfelf  on  the  fubjedl,  by  tiie  affidance  of  thofe  who 
are  bed  acouainted  with  it,  I  do  beKeve  the  means  are  compe* 
tent  to  produce  the  end ;  and  that  the  inconvenience  to  Ireland 
will  be  tranfltory,  while  the  benefit  to  this  part  of  the  empire 
is  perrranent.     Putting  then  that  inquiry  out  of  the  queftion, 
it  istobe  confidered,  whether  the   fufpenfion  of  the- army 
of  referve  z&  for  twelve  months  will  or   will  not  render 
it  more  eafy  to  raife  the  new  levies,  by  taking  away  all  com« 
petition.      Withdrawing  the  operation   of  this  a£l  for  a 
time,  \%  no  acknowledgment  that  it  was,   at  the  time  it  was 
pafled,  impolitic.     Certain  it  is,  that  its  effcds  have  been 
to  raife  a  much  larger  force  in  a  much  flioncr  period  than 
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^Qu){l  hate'  be^n  done  by  any  other  refource^  and  the  right 
boti^  GenttemaQ>  in'the  courfe  of  his  Tpeecht  as  I  utiderftood 
binrii  had. the  Qandour.to   cfiake  this  acknowledgment.     B^ 
this  a^»  in  the  (hort  interval  of  fix  weeks  or  two  month^» 
30,000  men* were  raifcd  in  Btitaiot  and  7.000 meh  ill  Ire^andl 
but  OQYwithrtanding  thtsYuccefs  in  the  outfet,  it  at  this  tinl^ 
barely  fupports  Itfelfy  W  fupplies  the  deficiencies  which  arc 
daily  occurring  from  ficknelS)  defertionj  and  other  cauTe^, 
Thus  the  benefit  is  only  nominal,   while  the  detriment   ia 
fealf  in  obdrti^ling  the  futtjre levies  on  which  the  increafe  of 
our  difpofable  force  is  to  depend.     It  is  not  at  all  neceflar} 
tbat  Gentlemen  ihould  haVe  made  up  th^ir  minds  on  tht 
plans  prdjefled  for  thofe  levies;  but/ in  whatever  way  meil 
tre  to  be  raifed,  this  competition  muft  be  deftroyed,  or  th6 
belt  coBCerted  fcheme  will   be  dirappointed.     If  Minifteris 
ihould  perfevere  in  the  kvtes^  on  a  principle  objeflionablc  td 
Ale  Houfcy  the  money  neceflary  to  the  execution  of  ihe  niea* 
fure  may  be  withheld,  and  thus  it  muft  be  rendered  abortive. 
Neiiher  is  it  indifpenfable  that  the  Houfe  fiiould  affert  the  lin-- 
expediency  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  propofal;  his  plaii 
may  be  beneiiciali  andye|t  it  may  be  right  to  adopt  this  tempo* 
^ry  meafure^and  even  as  preparatory  to  hisown.  It  is  perfe^l-^ 
ly  clear  that  at  leaft  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  Is  not 
calculated  to  produce  the  immediate  aiigmentation  required. 
Thirteen  or  K)urteen  thoufand  men  are  wanted  to  fupply  thd 
deficiency,  and  both  on  his  fcheme,  and  under  the  txxding 
a^i  it  is  impradicable  to  obtain  them.     In  this  predicament 
tbe  prefent  fcheme  is  fuggefted,  which  alone  feems  compe- 
tent to  produce  the  defired  cfFeft.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ilatestwd  objedions  to  the  mode  in  which  the  levies  ard 
to  be  condudcd.     Firft,  He  fays,  they  will  be  ineffeSual,  be- 
Caufe  low  bounties  will  not  procure  men,  when  the  largef 
remuneration  is  found  unproduQive:  fecondly,  he  fays,  that 
the  fcheme  of  cbmpenfation  by  rank  is  inexpedient;     Hi^^  ' 
ft<  ft  difficulty,  at  lea  ft,  feems  equally  applicable  toiiisownf 
propofal ;  ifor  if  we  cannot  procure  men  with  the  addftionat 
inducement  of  rank  to  the  ofBcets,  how  wiir  he  obtain  thetti 
without  this  incentive?  The  bounty  propofed  for  the  levief 
has  been  announced  to  be  jol.  10s.  and  2I.  as.  for  levy  money 
to  the  officers.  Oentlemen  may  fuppofe  that  is  not  fufficient } 
for  the  iaJce'of  argument  let  it  be  fos  but  is  this  the  proper 
lime  10  dlftrvfa  that  Mtticolar?  to  the  prefent  queftion  it  it 
wholly  irrelevani.    The  objed  of  this  bill  is  to  fj^ilitate  th^ 
means  of  .augmenting  the  army^  and  for  tbli  end  It  is  prd*' 
Vat«Il.  x8q3«4*  4M  P&A 
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pofed  to  deftroy  the  competition  in  the  nnarliet ;  this  tsth« 
only  fubjefl  of  inquiry,  and  (hould  not  be  rendered*  oWcurc 
by  exiraneous  matter     I  hope  that  the  Honfe  will  not  be  con* 
tented  i.^n  tl.is  occafion,  with  ihc  crude  obfervations  of  Gen- 
ll«n.cn,  however  diftinguilhcd  for  their  general  talents,  who 
aie  not  verffd,  from  education  and  habit s»  in  mititary  affiiirs. 
It  was  the  duty  of  his  Maj<^rty's  Minifters,  on  a  ftep  of  thia 
kind»  10  confuh  his  Royal  Highncfs  the  Commander  in  Chief 
on  ihe  quan.um  of  bo.jnty ;  and  ihc  Duke,  in  condorrence 
with  Dihcr  officers  of  the   firft  rai.k,  has  confldered  no  lar^ 
compcnfation  ihould  be  offered  in  ihe  prefent  condition  of  the 
fcrvice.     Of  the  fame  fource  of  information  I  have  availed 
inyfelf,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  compenfation  by  rank,  and 
therefore  I  may  fpeak  to  this  part  of  the  objeflion  with  the 
fame  confidence.     The  duty  is  to  be  undertaken  by  officers 
of  the  line,  who  are  to  advance  only  one  flcp  in  rank,  and 
ihe  number  of  men  is  to  be  compleied  within  the  period  of 
fix  months;  but  if  any  further  delay  be  admitted,  the  privi- 
lege of  ratik  is  to  be  withdrawn.     Further,  the  bounty  on  no 
confideration  is  to  be  exceeded;  and  an.  officer  offending  by 
fuch  excefs,  is  not  only  to  forfeit  his  promotion,  but  is  liable 
to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  the  ofFence.     The  prcfctit 
fchcme  of  raifyig  men  for  rank,  muft  not  be  prejudiced  by 
the  fuppofition  it  in  any  refped  refembles  the  mifchSevous 
fydem  adopted   under  the  adminiHration  of  the  nght  hofi. 
Gentleman,  which  had  nearly  annihilated  the  firitilh  artny. 
But  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  fays,  if  the  b'll  be  inefFedual, 
•why  not  repeal  inftead  of  fufpendtng  it  i     The  bill  has  been 
beneficial ;  u  may  be  fo  again  under  new  circumftances,  and 
it  does  not  appear  to  me  prudent  to  abrogate  it  entirely,  be* 
fore  the  fyftem  for  the  regulation  of  the  public  force  has  re- 
ceived a  fair,  full,  and  folemn  inveftigation.    Whatever  may 
be  the  fentiments  of  Gentlemen  on  particular  expedients,  it 
'is  the  univerfal  opinion  that  to  increafe  the  regular  force  is  a 
moftdedrableobjedl.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with  that 

i>owerfuI  eloquence  he  has  always  at  his  command,  has  repre- 
ented  the  humbled  condition  of  continental  Europe,  and  the 
probability  ihat  this  country  will  be  the  foundation  whereon 
the  beautiful  fuperllrudure  of  European  liberty  and  happinefs 
^ill  be  ereded  ;  and  it  is  in  this'flattering  expedaiion  he  has 
dwelt  with  peculiar  felicity  on  the  necclTIty  of  maintaining 
on  the  moft  refpeflable  footing  the  Britifh  army.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  obferved,  that  among  the  perfons  in  this 
nation  engaged  in  tke  purfuits  of  commeree  and  agriculture 
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great. nuQ9bers,wx>uI4.c>«A  tofcrve  in  the  army,  if  ibe.time 
of  occupation  on.th^t  duty  were  limited.  I  readily  admit  this 
fi^fitfon^.  and  it  wtU  be  acknowledged  that  the  plan  of  the 
9^:01;;*  6t  referve^.  and  of  the  militia,  is  Cunfiftent  with  this 
principle.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  mads  many  re- 
markii,  «with  which  J  ain  not  difpofeci  to  •quarrel.  He 
confider^  the  militia  as  too  numerous,  and  deems  40«or>o  in 
Jin^land,  and  8000  in  Scotland,  fuflicient.  He;  would  have 
the  fupplementary  militia  alfo  transferred  to  the  army  of 
referve^  and  then»  with  thefc  alliAances,  inHead  of  40,000 
for  the  latter,  he  would  have  it  incrcafcd  to  641OO0.  He 
fays,  he  would  not  reduce  the  militia,  but  he  would  not 
'  fill  up  the  vacancies  ;.  the  vacancies  (hould  be  caffied  to  the 
account  of  the  aimy  of  referve.  On  thefe  matters  I  (hall 
not  now  animadvert,  becaufe  they  would  lead  me  from  the 
point  under  review  ;  but,  in  refped  to  the  obje<nion  of  the 
xight  hon.  Gentleman  to  call  upon  the  counties  for  the  men 
ioftead  of  the  bounty,  I  mu(t  ohferve,  the  impoffibility  of 
pursuing  at  this  time  the  deBgn.  of  the  adl  of  t/ie  army  of 
referve,  which  would  put  the  whole  fcheme  at.  a  (land,  and 
deprive  the  country  of  every  benefit  from  provincia^l  exertion. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  next  adverted  to  the  form  and  the 
fituation  of  the  public  force  ;  and  many  of  his  remarks  were 
inapplicable,  in  this  part  of  his  fpeech,  from  his  not  being 
acquainted  with  what  Minif^i^rs  have  done  in  this  refped. 
The  national  regiments  have  been  vciy  much  difperfed  in 
the  countries  where  the  men  have  been  raifed.  i'he  men 
raifed  in  Scotland  have  been  introduced  int^o  the  42d  and 
92d  regiments,  and  what  is  called  the  Cameronian  regiment^ 
the  26th  ^  the  Highlanders  to  the  former,  the  I^owlanders  to 
the  latter.  Thofe  raifed  in  Ireland  have  been  afligned  to 
the  i8ih»  or  Royal  lri(h  regiment, and  fuch  others  as  were  moft 
convenient.  The  men  who  were  confidered  leall  fit  for  fer« 
vice  have  been  thrown  into  the  battalions  of  referve.  Aq 
far  as  poflible  the  men  have  been  apportioned  among  iheic 
native  regiments,  and  in  the  ILngiilh  regimer\ts  they  have 
been  very  much  divided,  fo  that  the  narne^  of  jhe  regiments 
and  the  counties  in  whic^  the  recruits  Nyere  raifed  corre- 
fpond.  Ttie  plan  hinted  by  |he  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
followed  with  fo  much  induflry  under  tlie  ada)i;ii(lration  of 
Lord.  Shclourne,  has  been  adopted  as  far  as  circumliances 
would  conveniently  admit ;  but  the  colonial  connexions  of 
this  great  mari.ime  and  commercial  country,  have  obftrufi- 
cd|  in  a  grpat  dpgreci  th^  meafut  e.^  ,  In  the  Audriap,  Qermin, 
*      4  M  2  and 
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and  Pniflian  Stttci,  it  caii  be  carrifd  into  tttcuUon  wia|i 
tnore  punfi^ualiiy,  where  it  is  ftot  fruftrajed  hy  cMttmv 
tail  res.  Tlie  right  hofi.,  QenilemaA  •  htxt  procwwk^cd  Um  bif 
Contrivance  for  maintaining  the  farce  he  projed^t  awl4hi«t 
he  ra|(f,  was  to  be  done  by  ballot  $  a  hallpt»  it  is  |rue,/ii/^««i^r 
Wiy  but'flill  it  was  to  be  bjr  bailee  If  (he^  irtdividMali^  tM 
'Whom  the  lot  devolved  wpuld  not  fervf,  they  wecetofiay  ft 
fine ;  but  if  they  ferved  they  were  to  receive  tbe  fam.a  aoMUVl 
they, would  otberwife  pay^  as  the  reward  of  their  cefnpliuica« 
The  objed  pf  this  proposal  was  to  put  anend  to  ihtfcomp^* 
tition  ;  but  1 4opbt  very  miich  if  i(  would  haveithat  efi«0,  #r 
whether  it  would  fuperfede  the  rubfcriptipn  c)iibs  of  wjiicll 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  cotnpiaiaed.'  I  ^^ .confident  ua» 
ihing  but  an  a^  of  Parliament  could  prevent  the  latter,  aii4i 
if  it  wer^eeoaded,  1  very  much  doubt.  Uaiittlhys  it  mmM 
i6cCa(ion  many  affliSing  examples  of  private  diftrefa^  aQ4 
j^nfwer.  hp  valuable  pu.rpofe,  perhaps^to countervail  iheirdi& 
'Advantage.  The  right  hon.  Gentleoiao  fajFS  no  one  QuUt  W 
jlelcfteci  as  a  fubftttute*  but  a  perfon  provided  from  thepact^ 
(pillar  hundred  to  which  the  (ot  falls.  It  furely  rouft4>e  well 
Icfaowh  to  many  Memliers  of  this  Houfe,  Ihat  this  limitatMl 
irould  m  many  parts  of  the  country  be  wholly  impraAicabli* 
*f  he  other  plan  is  feafiblet  which  provides  that  no  man  Ikatt 
lie'  a  fu|)ftitute.  who  does.qot  belong  to  the-cooniy  where  thi 
ballot  tak^s  effed^i  or  in  fome  adjacent  diilrtd.  It  isrpcf* 
Kaps^  a  painfuf  fa^  ihat  we  are  conilrained  in  many  cafes  tp 
i^ave  recburfe  for  the  principal  fcef^e  of  recruiiing  to  th# 
^reit  manufa^urin^  towns  of  Leeds»  Halifax,  Mancheftevs 
and  otherfv  which  It  wfoqid  be  eligible  to  reftrve  as  mucbaf 

fjioflible  for  the  regular  fupplie^  Without  enterling  moreal 
krge  into  the  fubjeiStj  what  I  have  advanced  will  be  laliciem 
to  uiew  that  the  plan  of  th^  right  hon  Q^ntlemaoi  bowavai 
Ii  might  be  remotely  and  ultimatelyefFe^ual,  is  not  calcelas? 
cd  toanfwer  the  prominent  obicd,  which  is,  to  augaent -dit 
army  to  a  conridii;able  extent  m  a  very  Ibort  fpace  of  liiM* 
Chii  the  contrary,  the  expedient  to  be  fubmiited  to  4he  Hooft 
is  coniTideied  by  the  h'gheft  military  authorities  adequate  to 
the  completion  of  this  important  deiign.  If  it  (houU  bo 
thought  that  we  are  too  fanguine  in  the  degree  of  fuccefs  wo- 
anticipate,  iiohe  will  deny  that  in  jTotone  degree  the  end  will 
be  6btatr>«i ;  and  in  proportion  to  this  will  be  the  ciipacitjr 
of  his  Majefty  to  apply  the  difpofable; force  tooflenfive  operav 
tions.  I  have  troiihleil  the  Hpufe  too  long  on  a  quaAioA. 
wbich  is  rediict()le  tg  fo  oariow  Ji  poiiit  -^tSn  it  fffU^ad  tour 
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]pit)rp4ir«^hliVb  (h^ii^tlioii.  Oetitfimaii^s  prdpolttton  Whollf 
lumufv^e^^. '  Oti  t  ^tfeftidh  that  regardi  itie  permanent 
:f|^(iepnl' of  ite  if  thy/  i^toary  Mi  ^cry'fit  lo  cnrcr  fully  into  the 
.lii^rJl««riiffs  pUii,  !>otH  jfy  apirtfal  nM  icoH^atvc  view; 
bvfCiMikvev  ikr  ihi»  <lm^^  tdndamlyeinbarrafled  the  prefimc 
'teiluky'^Hh'thefe  cohfidtririohs. 

^  Mr.Pirt  rbfe  to  cxpUtn  an  error  into  which  the  right  hoci. 
Stei^ttry  had  faltefi,  as  In  the  event  of  a  difficulty  from  the 
k^ettliiy  of  the  levy  it  was  prnvidetl  for  in  his  plan.  In  cer. 
tain  ChM  the  bounty  was  given  to  the  CaloOel  to  procnre 
the  recioh)  an<l  all  that  wai  material  to  guard  againft  was, 
that  fhe  bounty  for  ibc  Hmtted  ihould  notecjual  the  remuner*^ 
ition  for  the  utitimited  fervtce.  This  alio  was  provided 
/or. 

-  Mr.  fyhkhrcai  was  glad  that  the  right  ton:  Secretary,  ifl 
anfwer  io  the  righi  hon.  Oentletnan  under  the  gallery,  had 
eortdefcended'  to  explain,  in  feme  refprfh,  the  bill  which 
lie  now  propofed  to  oflfer  to  the  confideratibn  of  the  Hou(e» 
By  Khe  explanatbn,  ftich  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
Wen  plea(ed  to  ^ive,  he  had  certainly  jullified  thcs  charge 
fhat  had  been  fo  fre(|iienily  broa|ht  againfi  Mifiifl^ers,  that 
ihey  tiad  adopted  an  h)ied  or  eonfiftdnt  pUn  in  their  opera* 
^\m$.  By  the  nieafure  now  intended  he  tells  us  ihit  he  cneani 
tefufpehd  the  army  of  referve,  as  he  calls  it»  though  no  aiM^ 
fldMrr  Qoiild  poffibly  be  more  glaring  than  the  sippellation  ap* 
plidd  Id  tbis  fpeciea  of  force,  as  the  efult  has  proved.  Ilavti 
ere  not  been  repeatedly  told  in  jnftification  of  the  army  of 
stferve,  that  ii  was  one  of  the  great  means  of  recruiting  thd 
army  }  Have  not  comparative  ftaiements  been  given  of  <h<it 
tfecvoiting<(eriiceat'different 'periods ;  and  have  we  not  beets 
•oldihaf  the  fuccefs  of  the  recrinrrng  fervice,  foch  as  it  hat 
betn,  hasb^en  owin^  tothe  army  o^  refcrve  ?  Such  are  the 
advantages  which  that  Ochrlenun  has  boafted  of  deriving 
irohn  ih^army  of  referve :  and  vet  hfe  now  comes  forward  to 
ferpend'ttfis  a^  whith  he  has  formerly  (tated  to  be  produo 
five  of  fo  many  advantages.  He  comei  forv^vard  to  remove^ 
^  th'rs  (bfpenfitin,  the  perntcictiis  ifFeds  of  (hat  competitrpii 
ilfii^h  haa  been  To  often  complained  of,  birt  which  has  nevef 
btftn  till  now  admntied  bv  the  rigiit  hon.  GentleOian.  tte 
ciould  not,  however,  z\\^V9  the  acknowlcdgrhent  of  Ihc  right 
lk>fr. 'Gentleman  to-  be  a  fuflScient  ahfWcl'  to  rheUbje^ona 
ellR?re^  to  the  pr^Jfent  bill.'  He  cotiW  not  attoW  the  ack'now-^ 
kdgrbeitt  ef  rhek  pilft  errors  to  b^  aTrifttcicpt  proof  of  the 
ca^ittcity  4lf  Mmflltrs^tO^ddttft  the  aftSiirs  of  the  country^ 
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.  fAfiicitlarly^  In  fiich  acrifis  as  the  preferit :  he  would  ;^low 
it  u>  be  a  fuSrcicm  proof  thai  they  bad  co  vigour  noe  edn*> 
fifteocy  ia  their  meafures ;  but  he  could  never,  alky^r-fh^ 
perception  of  paft  errors,  Co  long  and  fo  ohftinately.perfiflvd 
in,  and  fttll  profeflfed  to  be  adhered  to  in  regard  ^lo  piinople» 
to  be  a  proof  of  greater  wifdom  in  new  arfangements  which 
were  fo  clo&ly  conneded  with  the  fioMtieri  that  they  nuiftpar* 
take  in  a.  very  confiderabledegree  of  their  general  complexion., 
The  meaftire  now  propofed,  does  not  go  to  aboltib  the  armyrof 
roferve,  whichv  if  that  fyftem  had  been  Ibund  inefficient^  it 
ought  to  do  ;  but  goes  only  to  fufpend  for  a  time  its  operation* 
Either  the  army  of  referve  is  a  good  or  a  bad  fyftem.  H  it  ia4 
good  fyftero  and  pofleired  of.  all  the  advantages  which  toLVc^ 
been  profcfled  to  be  derived  from  it,  why  fufpend  it  i  And  if 
it  is  a  bad  fyftem*  and  by  creating  an  unfair  compttition,  ope* 
tales  in  faoftility  to  the  incneafe  of  the  regular  army,  can  any 
reafon  be  given  why  it  (hould  not  he. totally  repealed?  But 
Mhsiflers  perhaps  aie  afraid  to  confefs  their  weaknefs.  They 
lee  at  laft  the  inconveniencies  attending  the  prefenr  army  of 
referve.  fyflem^  hot  are  leluftant  to  acknowledge  in  proper 
form  the  inutility  of  a  fyftem  they  have  fo  often  fupported^ 
and  from  whichthey  have  profcfled  to  derive  fo  many  advan* 
lages*  They  with  toabolifh  it  therefore  imperceptibly,  and 
to  avoid,  under  the  pretence  of  a  temporary  fufpenfion*  Ike 

-  naife  and  eclat  of  a  recantation.  They  with  to  abolifl)  it-  by^ 
fide  wind,  and  at  the  expence  of  the  people.  As  if  the.ioi^ 
mer  fyflem  had  not  been  fuflicienily  expenfive,  the  prefeat 
plan  now  propofed  to  be  fubmitted  lo  the  Houfe  was  no  \eb 
calculated'to  empty  the  pockets  of  the  people.  1  hat  men 
could  be  raifed  in  a  (hort  lime  upon  any  fuch  fyftem  was  an 
erroneous  idea.  In  the  counties  with  which  he  Wj^  ac^ 
quainted,  he  could  fav,  from  his  own  ohfervation,  inftead  of 
raifmg  the  men  in  a  (hort  time,  they  were  obliged  to  aA  ille* 
gaily  in  order  to  raife  them  at  all.  Had  they  adSed  legally 
indeed,. they  would  have  neither  found  men  nor  mopey.  But 
if  it  is  now^allowcd  that  men  cannot  be  raifed  by  the  army  of 
referve,  which  was.  formerly  (la*ed  to  poflefs  fo  many  advan- 
taees,  and  .which  is  fUll  allowed  to  he  efficient,  inalmuch  as 
it  IS  not  intended  to  be  repeal^K  to  what  quarter,  (hall  we 
apply  for  tiic  fiuply  of  men  required  ?  Ifi^vc^nment  has 
mot  been  able  to  raife  the  necelTary  fupply  of  tpen  by  the 
operation  of  the  army  of  referve  adl,  how  (hall  they  be  able* 
la  raife  the  men  wanted,  if  the  field  is  fo  exhauflcd  as  to  render 
that  ai^  ineiFedual  i     If  it- was  really  neceflary  to  go  into  a 
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Conatniuee  on  this  fubjeft,  it  miift  beregarded  as  a  proof^. 
and  a  ^ry  iindeniaUe  proof—a  proof  which  ihofe  gentlcmea 
tkemrelvvs  recognife— that  all  former  nncafures  have  been 
inefFeAuak  But  if  this  be  really  the  cafe,  if  the  proper  inode- 
of  aogmenting  our  army  be  yet  unafcertained,  upon  what' 
j^lnciple  could  the  lat^  motion  of  his  hon^  Eriend  (Mr.  Fox) 
have  been  rejeCted?  Did  not  that  motion  go  to  the  adoption  tk 
vigorous  and  adequate  meafures^  and  to  the  corredlion  of  paft 
inadfericncies.?  Was  it  not  thedefign  of  that  motion  fo  em* 
ploy  tiie  coUe&ive  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  in  ad<^pting  mea- 
foresTuited  to  the  exigencies  of  our  prefent  circumQanoes  i 
But  Minifters,  by  reje^ing  the  ofier,  had  declared  (be  prefent 
fyftem.to  be  complete*  and  yet  they  came  forward  that  nigbc. 
ani  (hited  it  as  neceflary  to  go  into  a  Committee  on  one  of 
the  moft  imponant  depanments  of  the  fervicei  and  what  waa 
ftill  morei  placed  this  neceflity  on  the  very  grounds  urged 
fey  his  hon.  Friend  in  favour  of  his  motion.  Had  that  mo^ 
tion  been  ^carried  they  ihould  now  have  been  fitting  as  a 
Committee,  not  only  forinveftigating  the  bed  means  of  aug- 
ftiisnting  the-  Regular  army,  but  the  beft  means  alfo  ofarrang- 
iiig  and  difpofing  of  every  fpecies  of  our  force*  It  would 
appear,  therefore,  from  the  arguments  of  thofe  Gentlemen 
that  night,  (bat  they  did  not  rejeft  the  meafure  propofed  by 
Ms  hon.  Friend,  from  a  convr^ion  of  .its  impropriety  ;  bat 
ttierely  to  try  their  ftrength,  and  taafcertain  whether  ii  would 
be  prudent  for. them  to  continue  longer  in  their  f^aces.  But 
Slow  having  afceriaioed  that  important  point,  they  come  forw 
nvard  and  tell  t  us,  without  refle£ting  a  moment  on>  their  fori 
mer  arguments,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  go  into  a  Com** 
mtttee.  There  is  certainly  a  grofs  relinquifliment,  boih  of 
principle  and  duty,  not  to  call  it  by  a  worfe  name,  in  the 
eonduft«f  the?cight  hon.  Gentleman  this  day  But  if  you  do 
not  allow  them  to  carry  this  meafure  into  effedt,-  tliey  will 
fell  you,  you  may  as  'Well  deny  them  the  fupply,  for  in  the 
prefent  drcuniftances  the  one  jjrant  is  as  neceflary  as  the 
other.  Without  raifing  men,  they  tell  uS,  it  is  impoffibteto 
goon,  and  it  is  no  longer  poffible  toraifemen  on  the  oldfyf- 
tem.  Ic  was  for  this  very  reafon  he  was  againft  the  mea« 
fure.  If  the  army  of  referve  ad  was  no  lotiger  ufeful,  it 
ought  to  be  repealed.  He  would  therefore  very  willingly 
vote  for  its  repeal ;  but  would  by  no  means  encourage  partial 
meafuresby  voting  its  furpenGon,when  upon  the  declaratioa 
of  Miniilers  tbemfelves,  it  ought  to  be  entirely  aboliihed. 
According  to  tbe  Aatemeot  fo  repeatedly  made  by  Minifters» 
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tbcy  bttitded  the  army  of  refervtt  st  a  A^pply  for  the  ftgoUt 
aroiy.    ThU  admifTioo  was  allowed  them,  and'  rhej  clainiie4 
jio  inconfiderable  credit  from  it.     if  their  fifieiiieint  tWea  id 
thta  rerpt£^  were  truef  why  would  tbey  wantonry  cm  <4f  tliofe 
nfourcfSy  and fufpend  a fyftem.  which hadfor  19 pVincipftob* 
jtSt  the  ftipply  of  the  regular  army?   A  difpofable  forCe^  ahdi 
to  a  confiderable  ampunt,  every  mati  wiM  allow  to  be  lifCeC> 
fary  ;  any  mearorc,  tberefore^'for  the  incrcaie  of  fiich  a  (ottt, 
Bitifl  meet  with  general  approbaiion^  itiocighy  at  tbe  fami 
time,  hr,  for  one,  (ban  Id  not  wi(h  to  fee  any  ereat  difpofi|^ 
force  put  info  their  hands,  from  a  con? i^oii  that  they  wo«i4 
be  very  ill  quaitfied  to  maice  a  proper  uCc  of  lu    But  if  tMl 
army  of  refi^rve  z&  was  calculated  10  create  tMt  <ttfpofabI^ 
forcet  why  fufpend  it,  and  if  it  had  a  contrary  tendency^  wiby 
not  imoiediately  repev>l  it  ?    But  in  fufjpeading  the  army  or 
icfervc  ad,  tbey  propi»(e,  it  feema,  10  create  a  nu;nlMr  <dF  fn- 
fpefiori  in  the  diffcreot  diftri<^)s.     What  ccmfequeocet  coiiM 
he  axpefied  from  fuch  an  arrai^mcnt  f    The  Lord  Lieiit«^ 
Banu  of  the  different  coiinties  are  certainly  Tufficieat  for  all 
'  the  poipofes  tnteoded  by  infpctiloret  and  evcro  An  mpft  t^fm 
better  qualified  thaftfuipervlforsof  any  defcfipiiop.     Jfm  itm 
GcAtkmen  oppofitei  peshaps  wiA  at  the.  prefeni  cfiticat 
ttotnem  xo  create  a  greater  oiimber  of  placet,  and  ihtit»  bi^ 
dapendtflily  of  the  g^cralQrength  of  the  country,  addat  icaft 
ti»  their  own  forcei*     Such  an  acquiGiion  of  ftreogth  waa  oa 
doubt  dcfirable,  and  at  tbe  prefent  mooieiyt,  perhapa^  abfo* 
Imaty  Acceflary.     Inefficient,  however,  aa  the  army  el*  ra« 
fttva  a&  wotiht  now  fecm  to  be,  its  protifKMia  had  mm  been 
cor riesd  into  ex^u<ion»   which  was  (lill  a  farther  prpof  that 
Mtnifterr  were  ill -qnaUfied  either  to  -adopt  new  maafures«  or 
to  carry  exifting  ones  into  caectnion    They  enaded  without 
tbougbt,  and  were  equally  anxious  to  fufpend  withoot  retcc*- 
tioD*    By  the  army  of  teferve  bill,  they  had  reqiMred  the 
qiMa  of' men  to  be  vaified  at  a  certain  tioio,  or  a  fino  to  (»o 
imfdkdf  (bould  aiiy  county  or  4i(tti6t  be  deficient  in  their 
number.     He  (hould  not  fay  at  prefent  whether  this  profit 
Cos  waa  wife  or  not,  but  he  was  certain   it  had  not,  anil 
perhapB  could  not,  with  any  propriety  be  put  into  exe* 
cutioe.     In  tbe  cnumy  with  which  he  was  particularly  cod<» 
neAed^  tbe  number  of  men  had  not  been  found,  but  at  the 
ikrae  time  no  fine  had  been  impofcd  by  the  quarter  feffiona, 
an  k  was  found  the  men  could  not  be  get.     In  reply  to  this» 
they  will  tell  us  mod  likely,  they  could  not  know  ibe  precife 
oircumftaoces  of  the  diffisreiic  eounttei,  and  aai^bt  tbtrclore, 
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fn  fome  inftanccs,  overrate  them.     Bui   had  not  they    the 
faftie  informa'tpn  which   any  "Member  of  thatHoiife  had, 
and  were  thry  not  Oippofed  to  have  more,  as  they  haH  acceft 
Itil^the  aggregate  ihformaiiort  of  the  Houfc,  when  thty  thought 
it^neceflaryto  eal!  for  it?  Nor  c.>u^  <  he  rhink  at  all  morejuf- 
tifiabfc  the  mode  now  propofed  of  Inipofing  he  fine,  not  as 
tht  old  One;,  but  on  the  cou*ity  A\  large  ;  as,  ^  accoraing  tb  this 
proVifionj '  ihofc  whb  had  exerted   ihemfelves  in  any  fuch 
coiinty  ^biild  be  liabhe,  and  would,  in  fad>,  be  fubjefkd  to 
lYte  fi()e,~a$  well  as  thofe   who  had  not  raifed  a  fvglc  man. 
That  foch  an  arrangement  Would  be  unfair,  required  no  de- 
tnotlftratfon.     But  another  material  objedi  n  he  had  to  the 
mcarure  arofe  from  the  idea,  that  (hould  a  man  be  ballotted» 
tind  nof  l:ave  actually  joined  his  corps  before  this  bill  pafTed, 
h^  fhall  be  obliged  not  to  find  a  fubltitute,  whatever  arrange- 
tiiente  he  may  have  made  for  that  purpofc,  but  a  certain  fum 
of  mbncy,   or  to  fervc  jn  perfonr     Would  it  be  confident, 
would  it  be  Fuitable  to  the  wifdom  of  Pari  ament  to  make  the 
irian;  in  fuch  circumftanccs,  find  rhc  ttioney,  when  he  might 
more  conveniently  find  a  fub'ftitote — when  to  find  thet)ne 
inight  be  poflible,  and  the  other  perhaps  wholly  imprli£(ica<^ 
ble  ?    But  fuppofe  you  demand  20I.  as  the  price  of  Wsex-. 
emptiori  ?*  Ah,  fays  the  ballofted  man,  this  h  a  vtiflTum,  an<l 
excmptsmc  only  for  a  year,  I  wilPriot  confent  toit.     Butj 
fays  the  Government,   if  you  will  crtnf^nt  to  pay  nit>re,  it 
"wil]  exenipt  you  for  five  years  ;  and  what  iiftill  more,  -frotii  ' 
the  militfa  alfo.     What   then   mufi:  be  theconfcqutncc'' of 
fuch  meafures  ?  You  thus  cnt  up  not' only  the  army  of  referve,- 
but  alfo  thcmilitia,  and  in  the  end  wiil  lock  up  xhb  forcft  of ' 
the  coim?^.' "  Upon  the  whole,  he  would  vote  for  delaying 
this  meafure  at  all  event?,  that  the  right  hor.  Gentleman  utt* 
dcr  the  gallery  (Mr.  Pitt),  might  bave  time  to  bring  forwSi'rd 
his  meafure,   which  promifed  as  a  whole  tabe  m6re  (aii^ 
faftory.     He  would  therefore  give  his  vote  that' the  Speaker 
fbould  not  leave  the  chair.     In  rrgard  to  the  plans  propofed  by 
that  light  hon    Gentleman,  the   prefent  was  not  tUi  time' 
to  go  into  them,  even  fo  far  as  he  had   explained  himfclf. 
From  the  nnfwer,  however,  of  the   right   hon.  Secretary  fo' 
thofe  plans,  fo-far  as  rhey  had  been  explained,  it  was  veVy 
obvious  that  they  cuglu  to  be  difeMlTed  before  the  pafling  of 
this  bill,  ars  the  meafure  in  contcrojSlaridn  of  the  right- Txin* 
Gentleman   held  out  advantages  whtdi  we  haVe  not  derived, 
from  ^ny  of  ihe  meafores  hitherto  adopted,  and  evert  more 
than  this  bill  even  profelFed  to  be  calculated  to  give.  He  did  not 
by  any  means  conceive  that  the  mode  of  ballot  fugp^eftfd  by  the 
Vol.  II.  lbO:5.4.  4  N  'right 
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right  I\on.  Gentleman  cmild  he  aUended  with  any  tnconveni* 
tt)Ct.  \t  wmild  not  n^ceiTarily  cut  (Af  ont  receMft'M  gfeftt 
ma nOfa^n ring  toyvns  tor  ihe  recruiting  f^tvict- «  ' Wtitta 
others  would  be  moie  pre  dnflivci  ihofe  Jonrees^lfd' vibttM 
be  left  (  qijally  open  as  at  prefent.  The  fight  h«i).  i:$i»tretAryi 
he  thought*  had  not  fuffictejitlv  explained  tipW^rke  bac* 
taitons  he  had  inentioned  were  to  be  officered,  as  thlTf^  ntttft 
be  an  i  .flux  of  officers  as  well  as  merr.  The  ri|;ht*  bod; 
Gentleman,  by  prefcribing  the  period  hi  whiob  ibrAumlHM' 
of  men  were  to  be  raifed  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  tmAf 
had  defeated,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  objeAof  this  arratlgi^ 
men! ;  but  it  would  Oill  appear  more  ridteulons,  wbeisit 
was  McoUtded,  that  they  were  nor  on?)^  obliged  to  rtMft 
them  within  a  given  time,  but  not  permitted  alfo  to  giv^ 
them  more  than  a  certain  fpecifkd  bounty.  The  Mini(ler» 
by  fuch  means  were  certainly  cutting  the  throat  of  their  ovm 

f>lat).  If  a  man  is  limited  to  a  certain  tionet  he  mod  necer* 
arily  give  the  greafer  bouhty.  If  you,  therefore,  tie  op  hia 
hands  in  bo^h  refpe^,  you  go  very  far  indeed  to  prevent 
any  reafonable  hopes  of  fuccefs.  The  hon.  Gentleman  thcii 
adverted  to  the  fubrcripiion  tlub^  that  had  beeo  not  iced  bf 
both  the  preeeding  fpeakcrs.  In  nfiany  refpeOs,  he  ackiyow*^ 
ledgedy  he  was  againfl  balfotitng  for  men  altogether;  but 
in  fome  inftances  alfo,  he  would. admit  itto'be  expediem.  Ib 
agricultural  Counties  particularty,  Genflemeu  fft^n  tW 
country  mufl  know,  that  there  would  be  great  inconvcnii; 
cncies  withbut  a  fyftem  of  this  defcripttoh.  The  hon.  Qtu* 
tleman  concluded  by  eivbg  his  negative  fo  the  ototion  fol^ 
the  Committee,  on  the  principle,  that  if  the  bill  pafias«  ilui 
army  of  referve  ^6t  tan  no  longer  exid  ;  that  a  replbil,  thet««' 
fore,  was  more  proper  than  a  fufpenfion,  and  that  themes-. 
Aire  intended  to  be  brought  forward  by  the  right  hon.  GeW 
tleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  entitled  to  a  previous  diJcufiion. 

The  Secretary  at  War  thought  that  the  arguments  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  oppofite  him  could  not,  by  any  fair  and  diC- 
pafiionate  obferver,  be  fuppofed  in  the  lead  to  militate  againft 
the  provKion!^  of  the  bill.  One  argumejit  of  his  was,  that 
the  meafure  was  not  calculated  to  produce  men,  but  money. 
Unlefs  he  confidercd  that  as  an  afgumentum  ad  h^mxmem^  in— 
ftead  of  Xht  hrgumentum  ad  rem',  he  thought  it  could  not  poU 
fibly  be  confidered  as  any  argument  at  all ;  for  in  a  fubfcqnnvr 
part  of  that  hon.  Member's  fpecch,  he  fiibmitfcd  that,  of. 
4o»ooo  men  which  it  had  been  propofed  to  raife  by  that  bi}l» 
there  were  now  aftually  raifed  and  embodied  to  the  full 
amount  of  30,000  men  ;  and  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands, 
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tbat  of  alLthe- mtsariiits  for  thrc  increare  of  our  mUitary 
ftva^h,  the  9rtny  of  Teferve  had  procured  the  largefl  poiB* 
|>lo  rujiiitlcr  toouf  cUfpotable  force.  Nenher  himfelf  nor  any 
ofbi9  fight  hon.  Fricndrwifhed  to  contend  that  it  would  by 
xiiQ  fn^ans  injure  i1i«  general  recruiting  for  the  line  ;  on  the. 
t<HYfra^fyfihey  onlv  faid  that  it  did  not  put  a  ftop  to  the  gene« 
r^l  htvf  for  cxtenfive  fexvice,  but  admitted  that  it  mu(t,  ab^all 

'  l^vi^s.lor  limiCed  fervice  muA»  xtnipro  tanto  to  diminilh  the 
rffCHiiiiog  for  the  regulars.  He  had  ohjeded  in  fuch  general 
te#ms  that  while-h«  condemned  the  operation  of  that  adt,  he 
cenfttred  Mtniftersfor  bringing  forward  any  thitig  like  a  re- 
peal of  the  law  wKich  he  it:emed  to  think  obnoxious.  He  did 
eot  pofiiively  fay  vvhicb  of  the  two  he  thought  washed.  Mi* 
oiftersy  however,  had  not  adopted  either;  they  had  taken  a 
middle  coQrfe  ;  and  only  moved  for  a  temporary  fufpenfion 
of  the  law,  until  the  recruiting  for  other  fcivtcejs  Iho^ld 

.  be  completed*  In  his  objedions  to  rhe  ineafure  of  fufpen* 
fioQ  in  ijfelf»  h«  had  givto  it  the  oiild  title  of  a  bill  of  falfc 
prefeaces.  He  could  not  fee  the  propriety  of  the  application 
of  fuch  an  epithet.^  In  this  brarich  of  his  argument  he  iceil>ed 
{XtrticuUrly  to  refer  to  she  mode  of  railing  maney,  ^hich 
VM  provided  for  by  the  bill.  When  fome  of  the  counties 
in;  the  weft  of  England,  for  inftance,  had  exerled  them- 
i^Wes  wiih  ihe^reateft  alacrity,  and  perhaps  wiih  fome.dc- 
greeof  fucceiis,  and  had  compWttrd  almoft  the. whole  of  theit 
^tf^a,  woHldany  Gentleman  liaod  up  and  fay  that  it  was  .an 
ad  of  jufiice  lo  put  them  on  the  iame  footing  with  other 
counties  which  ba4  not  difplayed  a  fimilar  .checrfnlnefs  of 
fpifit,or  caifed  a  proportionate  number  of  men  ?  The  hon. 
GefHleman^h^dalfo  dc4H6d  the  incnnveuience  which  muft  re* 
fult,  to  the  Hoiife  from  a  confideration  of  the  two  meaures^ 
that  of  the  bill  which  was  now  before  the  Houfe,  and  that 
of  the  ptopofiion  which  had  been  made  by  aright  hon." 
Gentleman  under  the  gallery.  He  confeiTed  thai  for  his  part 
be  p^iniy  fa w  that  great  inconvenience  mufl  arife  from  the 
cirt'umdauce  of  entertaining  two  quedions  of  that  na'ure  at 
the.  fame  time,  .Tl^e  one  was  for  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of 
an  a  6\  already  edablithed^  and  which  niuft  be  con  fide  red  as 
amatttv  ofeKperimcnt.  The  other  was, for  the  adoption  of 
anew  imafurc,  which  was  fo  extcnfivc  in  itfelf,  and  fo  ana- 
pie  in  itsdet;ii|«  as  tp  form  fufficient  grotmdsfor  the ititrpduc- 
lion  of  id.new  bUlf  which  would  require  the  moll  feriousde* 
liberation  W  ih^  Houfe,  A  puiticular  prgivLiion  in  the  bill 
he'  bad  regacded  as  a  job.     But  realty  he  could  not  Ice  how 

4  N  a  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«44  TH£,PARUAMINTA^y  MpI^TEX,  -[paMMofrs^ 

anything  like  a  job  could  beJikcly  to  be  made  of  ;fuch9 
regulation.  The  counties  that  y/t\e  particularly  dc^cieat 
iH  the  fuppfy  of  their  quota  of  nicn,  were  to  be  made  fub-» 
jefl  to  the  penal  provifions  of  the  former  (l^tute-  .  ^  o  a(l 
(Certain  the  fum  which  they  were  to  pay  for  fuch  a  deficiency 
or  neglefly  it  was  nccelTary  to  make  inquiries  of  different 
perfons,  lio  one  of  whom  could  have  within  himfcif  the 
power  of  making  a  complete  return  from  his  own  know- 
ledge. Sopjc  mi;;ht  be  dead,  or  others  might  have  deferccd 
between  the  time  of  tl\eir  being  raifcd  by  tJic  pjrilh  dif- 
tvid,  and  the  time  at  which  it  was  expef^ed  ihat  they  had 
entered  on  real  military  duty ;  others  might  have  been  dit 
charged  after  they  had  been  fen t  to  join  their  regiments. 
For  this  purpofe,  bethought  that  it  wasablolutely  neceflary 
that  fome  gentlemen  of  refpedtabihty  Ihould  be  appoint- 
ed  lo  a  fervice  'which  was  fo  efleniial  to  the  public  intercQ, 
and  fo  divetflfied  in  its  tundions.  There  was  one  queftioii 
to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to  attach  the  great- 
eft  importance — that  was  the  payment  of  fines  by  the 
county  at  large.  He  evidently  confidertd  that  the  law  was 
intended  to  be  the  fame  in  that  refpeft  as  the  militia  laws. 
In  the  militia  tlie  deficiencies  were  to  be  reckoned  as  fo  much 
fine  upon  the  county,  it  was  true.  The  army  of  refer  ve  adalfo 
levied  the  penalty  on  the  county  in  the  fit  ft  inftance  ;  but  ir  pro- 
vided that  the  monty  ihould  l;e  afterwards  eventually  paid  by 
the  parifli  which  was  deficient.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
ftated  fome  oHjfdlions  alfo  to  the  inftrudions  to  officers,  who 
had  to  raife  a  certain  number  of  men  for  a  certain  rank  in 
the  army.  That  might  he  made  a  feparate  qucftion,  no  doubr, 
if  any  hon.  McmUcr  fliould  think  fit  fotodo;  but  it  fuieiy 
had  no  connexion  with  the  intraediate  queftioni  namely,  the 
Houfe  going  into  a  Commirtee  on  the  army  of  referve  fuf- 
pcnCon  bill.  As  to  the  jullice  of  the  cafe,  conCdCrcd  on  the 
fcorc  of  propriety,  raidng  a  ceitain  number  of  men  within  fix 
months,  that  was  an  objcdl  for  the  officers  themfelvc^s  to  look 
to  when  they  faw  the  inftrudions.  If  they  thought  the 
length  of  time  was  not  of  fufficient  duration,  they  could  very 
crfilv  avoid  entering  into  fuch  an  engagement.  "The  in- 
fl ructions,  however,  were  not  fo  rigidly  adhered  to,  as  to- 
tally to  preclude  Mm  f^ers  fiom  extending  the  period  in 
which  any  given  number  of  men  was  to  be  raifed,  accordisig 
as  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  might  warrant.  If  it  ap- 
peared upon  the  whole  that  the  army  of  referve  aA  ftood  in 
the  way  of  thofe  levies,  or  the  general  recruiting  for  our  dif* 
pofabic  force,  that  circumftance  eould  not  uc  fairly  urged  ds 
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an  argument  againft'  the  fufpenfion  of  the  bill.  It  furely 
mofl  be  confidered  as  an  ^&  of  juftice  to  thefe  g^cntiecncn«  to 
remove '^n  obftacie  which  Obod  i^  the  way  of  their  r^iftng 
thdr  quantity  of  men  wirhin  the  period  limited  ;  and  above  alU 
it  muft  be  a  meafare  of  xht  grea^eft  yiiiity  ai  the  preltrnt  mo^- 
nienty  to  iUlpcnd  the  operation  of  any  meafure  >yhich  in 
the  fmalleil  tiegree  tended  to  Icflen  the  general  recruiting 
for  our  armies,  hi  a  very  populous  diftiicl  in  the  country, 
he  knew  it  for  a  fa6t>  that  perfons  in  but  moderate  circum- 
ftances  had  paid  20l.  fooner  than  enter  into  the  aimy  of 
rcfcrve  as  fuhflitutcsf,  which  they  might  have  done  at  the 
time  and  have  received  40l.  He  by  no  means  wilhcd  to 
itate  that  thefe  objeftions  were  generally  to  be  met  with, 
but  it  was  fufficient  to  thew  that  fotne  temporary  fufpenfion 
of  the  law  was  neceflary. '  The  propufition  of  the  i iglit 
.  hon;  Gentleman  could  only  be  deemed  at  prcfent  a  matter 
of  experfrnent;  Confidering  the  prefent  meafure  in  the 
fame  point  of  view,  it  moft  certainly  was  entitled  to  fome 
claim  of  priority  ;  and  Uie  Houfc  would  recoUeft  at  ihe 
lame  time,  that  nothing  was  now  intended  to  be  done 
which  would  totally  dcftroy  the  good  efFe6\s  of  the  army  of 
teferve  aft,  but  that  the  meafure  was  brought  forward' as  the 
means  of  arceferating  the  incrcafe  of  our  difpofable  force. 
If  any  other  fyftem  was  to  be  adopted,  it  might  be  the  ob- 
ject of  future  difcudion,  without  interruptioig  the  progreis 
^f  the  prefent  hill. 

3Ir.  Fox,  after  all  he  had  heard  on  a  former  day,  as  to  the 
ijeceflity  of  a  thorough  difcullion  ot  the  prelcnt  bill,  was 
iurpriicH  to  lind  that  it  had  nut  yet' been  thougl|t  neceflary 
to  enter  intu  any  explanati«wi  of  the  necelfity  of  it.  He 
had  not  heard  a  fingle  word  in  fupport  of  the  bill  ;  but  its 
fappi>rte«s  had  confined  themfelves  to  a  general  recommen- 
dation and'imperfeft  defer! ption  of  its  features.  On  Friday 
liift  they  were  not  prepared  to  enter  into  its  merits,  and 
oow  the  Houf'e  was  to  undei-ftand  that  thev  muft  wait  till 
anotlier  ftagc  for  any  latisfaflion  on  the  lubjcft.  The  fra- 
mers  of  the  army  of  rdcrve  bill,  at  its  firft  acfoption,  found 
if  a  mcaiure  next  in  efficacy  to  the  philolupber's  ftone, 
1  he  fulpenfion  of  it,  the  Houfe  Was  now  called  on  to  be- 
lieve, would  do  gieat  wonders;  and,  there  vvas  little 
doubt,  the  revival  of  it  would  be  a  call  on  their  credulity 
to  a  llill  moic  u-.ibounded' extent.  It  was  not,  however, 
his  wilh  to  keep  Genilemen  to  their  promifes  of  a  former 
day.  He  argued,  that  fufficient  unto  ;he  day  was  the  folly 
thereof.  It  vvas  faid  that  the  bill  had  cxUaufted  ut  prefent 
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all  Ht  force-;  ais  if  they  had  been  told  of  a  horfe  that  hid 
ftnength  tiras  exbauftedt  ihaC  he  was  fatigued ;  but  let  him 
fieep,  and   he  would  fpeedily   recover;  or  like  a  p^mp- 
weil/tii^t  of  which  itf»  water  can  be  drawn,  .hecaufe  the 
xlorkB  ane  outxif  repair.     No,  thefe  are   not  the  reafons 
aifl^tfiedL     But  Minifters  fay,  '*  Stop — this  water  has  got  fa 
low,  that  you  cannot  punap  out  of  it  i  6,000  men  at  pre- 
lisnt ;  but  wab  tiU-ihe  water  is  reftored,  and  then  you  tsxrf 
piin>p  out  of  it  more  men."     Another  niode,  however,. has 
been   pronofed  by  the  fight   hon.  Gentleman  under  the 
gallery  (Mr.  Pitt).    But   what  do  Minifters  fay  to  it  ?  •«  Let 
tis  try  our  naeafure  before  yours.     We  have  gone  on  as  far 
a«  cduld  be  gained  in  tbe  way  of  a  limited  force.     As   we 
cannot  Caj^ry  it  further,  let  us  try  if  we  cannot  fuccced  bet<- 
ter  in  an  atteinpt^at  an  unlimited  fervice.    As  we  cannot 
get  tTH)re  men  to  confent  to  ferve  in  Great  Britain,  let  us 
try  if  we   ouy  not  induce   others  to  extend  their  ferviges 
bcyand  it."— Prepofterous,  indeed,  and  contrary  to  all  or- 
der, and  to  every  idea  of  common  underftanding,  was  it  to 
fuppofe,  that  having  exhaufted  the  more  eafy  and   lefs  ex« 
tenfive  fpccies  of  fervice,  they  could  then,  without  any  im- 
provement, without  any  favourable  alteration  of   circum- 
Kances,  expe£t  greater  fuccefs'  in  the  more  difficult  and 
inore  extended  fervice.     They  reprefented  ihe  aft  authorl- 
«ing  the  army  of  referve  as  an  a&  which  had  done  more 
than  any  other  meafure  could  have  done.  If  it  had  failed 
them,  how  could  they  expeft  that  a  lefs  efficient  plan  was' 
to  be  crowned  with  greater  faccefs  ?     What  hopes  could" 
they  have  af  fucccfs  in  any  fhapc,.  when  this  nioft  fuccefs- 
ful  of  all  ^meafures  had  failed  them  ?    The  plain  anfwer 
was,  becaufe  by  giving  rank  to  the  officers,  you  opened  the 
idoor  for  giving  higher  bounties  than  were  given  in  any 
other  fervice  whatever.     The  limitation  of  lime  for  raifing 
tlie  nuQiber  of  men  to  entitle  an  officer  to  his  additional 
rank,  fo  far  from   operating  as  a  check  on   this  prafttce,  - 
wouW,  lie  was  convinced,  as  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Wlrit-* 
bread)  had  already  noticed,  prove  an  additional  ehcounagc^ 
metot  to  the  tncreafe  of  fuch  bounties.     Rank  was  the  great 
aitn  of  officers  who  would  undertake  toraile  men  ill  tbisman^ 
ner,  andhavingmade  uptheir  complement  nearly  to  the  num* 
ber  i»^rccd  on,  there  was  little  doubt,  that  iboner  than  facri- 
flce  their  objeft,  they  would  give  any  bounty,  efesto  tlic 
extent  fpecified  by  his  hon.  Friend.   But  Minifterd  faidi  the 
fuipenfion  of  the  army  of'  referve  would  do  much  good..'  Ali 
that  it  could  poffibly  do,  he   and  his  fiiends  iiad  already 
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ftatcJ,  nay  had  enforced  on  the  coniideration  of  MinifteiY. 
He  a4id  many  other  hon.  Qendemen  m  thai  Houferhad  olrea 
enforced  the  necellity  of  removing  the  bduatiesi  »iul  thereby. 
ftfFordifi^  faCilfty  to  recruiting  tHe  regular  araiy.  Thia>  bow* 
ever,  wliich  was  unquefiiimably  ihe  great  objeA  held  out- 
b^  the  fufpenTion  ot  the  a6t,  they  had  delayed  till  the  lateft 

}>ofSMe  moment;  and*  now  th-jt  it  was  propofed^  he  jdidndt 
ee  th^it  it  would  have^  to  any  extent,  the  effect  intended* 
The  light  hon.  Gentleman  under  the  gallery  had  difsi{led:a. 
plan  whicli  unqtieftionably  deferved  every  ferious  and  atteB^ 
live  confideration.     When  brought  forward  in  a  regular 
niianner,  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  greatly  calculated 
to  anfwer  the  objeft   in  view.     Hi^  object  would  thenbti 
more  inteliiglble,  and  though  he  (Mr.  Fox)   had  not  been 
able  to  follow  the  whole  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  ftate* 
mcnts  and  provilions,  he*  had  no^  doubt,  from  many  thingf 
V^hich  did  meet   with  his  approbation,  in  what  felT  from  xhe^ 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  meafure  propoTed  by  him 
would  be  infinitely  Superior  to  the  prefent  fyftem.     Mini-^ 
iters,  however,  alked  why  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, which  they  feemed  alPo  to  think  might  be  advan« 
lageoufly  employed,  was  not  introduced  atfome after  period? 
'  Wbyt  the  right  hon.  Qentfeman  bad  formed  his  meafure  da 
the  plan  of  the  army  of  r-ferve  bill,  which  It  was  his  objeft 
to  improve  and  render  efficient.   The  Minifters,  in  the  .mean 
time,  pufli  on  the  furpendon  of  this,  at  one  tirne  their  f;l- 
vourite  a£l.     They  attempt  to  do  away  the  very  meafure 
which  it  is  the  obje<£l  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman^s  intend-' 
ed  motion  to  improve,  and  which  by  bis  attention  and  ability' 
might  be  rendered  of  infinite  advantage.     They  do  not  wi{h 
taaford  him  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  c{Fc&  of  his  mea- 
fure in  thf:  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  think  it  fuilictent  if  he« 
have  it  in  his  power  to  print  his  bill,  and  to  publifh  his  ten- 
time ntSy  as  a  fpeech  intends i  to  be  fpoken  in  that  Houfe.     He 
agreed   with  the  right  hon.  Gervtleman  in  thinking  that  in 
the  cafe  of  ballots  it  might  be  fit  to  give  a  bounty  to  t|ie  per* 
fon  baHoted  to  ferve^  provided  he  were  wiliin?  to  ferve  per-, 
fohatly.     But,  fays  the  right  hon.  Secietary  of  State,  **  W^ 
.have  tried  the  experiment.     We  have  in  particular  counties 
oifered  large  bouniics  as  an  inducemen!,  but  without  eSeA.'' 
Is  the  right  hon.  Secrctalry,  however,  certain  that  if  the  penal* 
ties  and  bounties  were  limited  in  thje  manner  propofed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman;  is  he  certain  that,  if  the  nature  axui 
eiMhiraacc  of  the  fervice  were  totally  dtffeiqnt,  GmU^r  iaftaac.ea. 

would 


Digitized  by 


Google 


<4t  VHE  PARLTAMENtARt  RE6lSt£l(.  [CoiiMDw^; 

vroiiU occur?  But,  aeain,  fays  the  right  hmi.  Secretary  d( 
StatCy  at  If  aft  clubbing  tDuftbe  done  atvay.  Tbe  boh.  ^«fl% 
tkman  declared  that  he  did  not  knoW  on  what  ground  lub^ 
fcriplions  could  be  fuppofed  to  prevent  the  acoeptaince.ot 
bounties.  If  the  la^  could  be  rendered  effcdive  and  thi 
penahicR  limited,  he  could  not  fee  how  ciub$  could  be  eoahjt^ 
or  could  wi(h  to  pay  great  bounties  more  than  individuals* 
He  certainly  approved  greatly  of  ballots,  and  (bought  that 
clu' 15,  fo  far  from  operating  againii  the  aAi  were  highly 
merittrious.  Was  it  confident  in  an  ad  of  parliamenl  ta 
prefcribc  that  people  might  pay  5I.  each  for  exempt tpn, 
bi/t  that  four  or  more  of  them  fliould  not  be  allowed  to  tofs 
up  who  (hould  pay  for  the  whole?  Now  what  objcd ion 
could  be  urged  againfl  poOponing  the  goiag  into  the  Com* 
mittee?  If  they  did  r>,  they  would  have  two  plans  before 
them  on  whicli  to  choofe.  The  plan  of  the  fight  hon*  Geo* 
tteman  had  not  at  all  been  replied  to,  but  it  had  been  flafed 
that  it  wonld  more  properly  become  the  fubjed  of  confide- 
ration  when  the  (late  of  defence  of  the  country  was  before 
thenfi.  His  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  WhHb  ead)  had  properly  afli- 
cdthem,  why  then  they  had  objeded  to  go  into  a  Committee 
on  that  i'ubjeA?  Their  anfwer  feemed  to  be,  the  time  would 
come  when  fuch  a  queftion  might  be  difcuifed,  but  this  was 
^oi  the  moment;  Minitlers  did  not  wi(h. yet  to  be  rcawyed; 
they  mnft  die,  but  not  juft  now;  fome  time  hence  wouU.bc 
equally  agreeable  to  them.  If  the  right  hon*  Secretary,  of 
State  thought  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  proper 
fubjed  for  difculTion  along  with  the  Oate  of  defence  of  the 
Country,  how  could  the  propofmgja  Commiltee  on  that  fub* 
jeS  be  attributed  tu  him  as  a  plan  for  difmiffing  ^1ioiAers} 
The  point  at  prefent  was,  whether  the  Houfe  ihould  proceed 
on  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Gcoileman,  or  that  ol.Mii)L- 
Aer9,  as  the  mod  likely  to  be  of  a  raiional  nature  ?  The/plaos 
6f  Miniffers,  fo  excellent  as  they  had  at  firlJLciieemed  thcoi» 
they  Had  held  out  to  that  Houfe  as  unconfcious  what  to  maf^ 
<}{  theiit,  hrft  in  their  right  hand,  then  in  t heir. left,^, according 
.a%  it  occurred  to  ibem  either  to  approve  or  difapprove  of  their 
own  meafures.  Whenever  they  attempted  to  approve  oiic 
mode,  they  in  every  inftancc  did  fu  at  the  expeoce  of  the  de- 
ilrudion  of  another.  If  the  right  hon.  CentlemauTuccecded 
In  the  prefent  queftion,  the  efFed  of  the  delay  applied  for  by 
f he  right  hon..  Gentleman  would  be  nm  10  dcftruy  the  re- 
^(ervifi:  aAy  but  to  prop  ir.  His  only  doubt  was,  wUeihcc  the 
4t:iay  ought  not  to  be  longer  than  a  for toight.  Bijt  if  Mi- 
-»       •  ^  hidcrs 
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uidtts  thought  that  anything  coufd  be  m^de  of  thefr  owii 
nteifore,  the  beft  mode  undotibredly  would  be  to  delay  it, 
and  to  fee  if  they  could  not  ingraft  Opon  iC  the  plan  prcipofe^ 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, ^unlefs,  indeed,  they  thought 
fbat  there  was  fomething  fupernatural  in  their  powers;  ih<<( 
they  pofTcfled  fomething  in  the  nature  of  conjurors,  which' 
IhoUla  induce  them  to  try  fird  one  experiment  then  another. 
The  hoh.  Gentleman  concluded  by  givi'*g  his  hear.y  aAent 
to  the  propofal  of  the  right  hon.  GenHeaian. 

t^rJ^Caftlenagh^  after  remarking  on  the  tendency  of  thci 
difculGons  of  that  Houfe  to  elevate  the  feelings  and  intelU* 
genccof  the  country,  however  the  repetition  of  them,  parti- 
cularly upon  the  fame  fubje£V,  might  try  the  patience  of  the 
Members^,  proceeded  to  reply  to  tlie  arguments  of  the  hon* 
Gentleman  on  the  other  (ide— argunents  which  were  in  per^ 
ftSt  unifoti  with  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  liad  uniformly 
maintained  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war;  although^ 
he  mud  o^bferve,  not  quite  f<»  confiftent  wtth  the  general 
^ndplc'of  his  political  code.  The  pariiatJty  he  of  late 
profefled  for  a  regular  army,  and  the  deOre  he  maAifefted  for 
the  augmtntation  of  it  beyond  any  fcrmer  precedent,  was 
certainly  not  reconcilable  with  the  fentiments  he  on  many 
occafions  profcfled  to  hold :  but  without  dwefllng  further  on 
thecondafk  of  the  hon.  Member,  he  begged  leave  to  take.no^ 
tioe  of  the  charge  of  inconfiftency  which  had  been  made 
Sigainft  Minifterf,  in  confequcncc  of  their  admiflion,  in  the  - 
eourfe  of  the  debate,  that  the  ftrongeft  reafon  which  induced 
ihem  to  propofe  the  fufpenfion  of  the  army  of  rcferve  bill  Was, 
left  h  ftould  interfere  with  the  recruiting  of  the  new  levies 
propofed  to  be  raifed.  Upon  this  he  wifhed  gentlemen  10 
ret}iember»  that  ai  the  time  this  bill  was  originally  propofed, 
Minifters  did  never  fay,  that  it  would  not  interfere,  in  its  ex« 
ecotion*  with  the  recruiting  for  the  regular  army;  but  they 
dlftih^ly  maintained,  that  fuch  interference  with  the  re- 
cruiting  would  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  number 
of  men  which  the  bill  would  procure  for  the  defence  of  the 
Country,  and  in  a  way  much  nfore  expeditious  than  by  any 
other  which  could  be  dtvi  ed.  The  luhi.  Gentleman  had 
aiktd,  why  had  not  Minifters  commenced  with  the  plan  noi^ 
prnpofcvl  of  raifing  new  regiments?  'f  o  this  he  would  anfwer^ 
that  it  was  deemed  much  wifer  to  fill  up  the  old  rr^giments 
firll,  and  that  that  filling  up  had  been  accompliihcd  by  the 
operaii.n  of  the  army  of  refervc  aft.  i he  policy  of  thia 
mcde  of  proceeding  he  was  happy  to  rccolleil ;  and  he  felC 
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ftrong  in  the  rcflcflion  that  It  was  fuppbrted  by  the  opinion: 
and  authority  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  under  the  gallery  (Mr. 
Pitt).  If  it  (hould  be  aflced,  why  an  aft  which  h^d  been  -  pro- 
dudive  of  tuch  a  refult  (hould  now  be  fufpended?  he  would 
mention,  becaufe  its  capacity  of  produdion  had  ceafedy  and 
its  further  continuance  might  much  embarraPs  the  progrefs  of 
the  regular  recruiting,  wiihopt  doing  any  adequate  benelir. 
Miniiiers  never  nncrduated  the  introdudion  of  the  bill  before 
the  Houfe,  until  they  had  made  every  effort  to  render  it  a» 
efficient  as  it  was  podible  to  render  it — until  they  had  twice 
appealed  to  the  Lords  Lieutenants  of  counties  to  accelerate 
its  fuccefsy  and  to  promote  the  ballot.  After  waiting  to  af- 
certain  the  final  refult  of  ibis  appeal,  and  making  every  ex- 
eriton,  Miniflers  now  came  to  that  Hotife,  and  cdnfefling 
.  that  no  farther  acccflion  of  force  could  now  be  drawn  from 
this  refource,  they  called  on  the  Houfe  for  a  fuTpenfion  of  the 
bill,  until  another  plan  for  raidng  men  (hould  be  fuUy  tried. 
As  to  the  amendment,  he  (hould  only  (late,  that  the  plan  of 
his  right  hon.  Friend  under  the  gallery  being  fo  extended,  and 
embracing  To  completely  the  whole  organization  of  our  pub- 
He  forces,  he  thought  that  it  would  require  more  time  to 
examine  its  details  and  decide  upon  its  pradrcability  thaa 
the  amendment  propofed  to  grant,  while  he  was  of  oplnioa 
that  fuch  a  poftponement  would  impede  the  other  mesns  in 
the  contemplation  of  Government  for  the  augmentation  of 
the  regular  army.  Perceiving,  therefore,  no  good  that  could 
refult  ffrom  the  delay,  while  the  mifchief  was  obvrous,  be 
could  not  perfuade  himfeff  to  concur  in  the  motion  of  his 
fight  hon'  Friend,  to  whofc  rccolleftion  he  wifhed  to  call  his 
owQCondud,  whh  refpe^i  to  a  plan  much  lefs  complicated 
than  »hat  he  fubn  itted  to  the  Houfe  that  evening,  namely, 
that  of  the  fupplemerirary  militra.  When  his  right  hon. 
Friend  propofed  that,  he  muft  remember  the  time  granted  for 
the  inveftigaiion  of  it  before  its  final  adoption  was  propofed^ 
and  he  mu(t  be  aware  that  it  requiied  not  by  any  meaits  (9 
much  time  to  determine  upon  it  as  the  important  and  exten- 
five  pro  eft  which  he  had  juft  detailed  to  the  Hnufc.  Would 
he  then  wilh  to.  leave  the  bill  before  the  Houfe  hanging  on 
the  (kirts  of  the  regular  re(!ruiting,  un  il  this  projeA  ihould 
undt^rgofucha  full  difcufTion,  which  could  not  in  all  proba-" 
bility  lake  place  with<n  the  feHfons.  The  army  of  rcTerve 
m&  had,  it  was  true,  produced  35.000  foldiers  for, the  coun- 
try;  but  it.  was  nolefs  true,  (hat  it  was  rKit. likely  to  produce 
Iwo  thoufaad  tnore  by  the  ufual  balbiingi  if  fufFered  to  con^ 
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itntic,  although  ft  would  do  confidcrable  injury  to  ihc  re- 
cruiting. With  many  parts  of  the  plan  of  hfs  tight  hon* 
Friend  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying  thai  he  perfectly  agreed^ 
upon  others  he  entertained  doubts,  in  common,  he  believed, 
with  many  hon.  Members,  whofe  opinions  were  entitled  to 
refpef^fiil  condderation.  At  all  events,  the  frame  of  the  plan 
was  fuch  as  muft  undergo  much  deliberation,  and  Ihould  not, 
of  c.  urfe,  be  put  in  compftitiori  with  a  meafure  that  was 
prefling  in  point  of  time.  Whether  it  would  be  wife  to  re- 
duce the  militia  from  the  prefent  number  to  40,000  men,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  fay;  but  he  was  fully  perfuaded,  that  al- 
though that  body  might  be  allowed  gradually  to  Wafte  itftlf  to 
the  Itandard  meotioned,  no  fudden  redudion  Ihuuld  take 
place;  at  leaft  no  redu61ion  (hould  be  attempted  until  pro- 
vifion  (hould  be  made  for  an  adequate  increafe  in  fome 
other  branch  of  our  force.  This  meafure,  however,  wiiti 
the  order  refpeQingthe  recruiting  for  particular  regiments  in 
particular  diRrids,  might  be  hereafter  confidered,  ancf  need 
not  at  all  interfere  with  the  piogrefs  of  the  meafure  before 
the  Houfe.  I  he  hon.  Member  on  the  oppofite  bench  had 
accufcd  Minifters  of  always  confining  their  attention  to  a 
particular  mode  of  defence,  rejefting  every  idea  that  differed 
from  it ;  always  debating  about  militia  and  volunteers,  and 
negte£iing  the  regulars.  Such  a  charge,  he  maintained,  was 
nnfoundcd^  but  the  hon.  Gentleman  could  certainly,- with 
the  uimofl  jqftLce,  apply  the  charge  of  per  fe  vera  nee  in  a  par- 
ticular opinion  lu  llie  Jion.  Gentleman  oa  the  lower  bench 
(Mr.  Windham),  for  his  perfcverance  was  fuch  as  never 
reJuxcd  to  experience,  and  -.vould  not  yield  to  argument.  If 
Minillers  vvcje  to  be  ahufed  becaufe  they  did  not  imitate 
fiicli  conduft,  if  thev  were  to  be  reproached  with  the  want 
of  fyftcm,  becaule  they  did  not  in  every  inftance  aft  up  to 
their  own  opinions,  he  had  no  objeftion  to  paiticipate  of 
fuch  reproach.  'I'hov  had  provided  a  quantutii  of  force  of  • 
every  defcriptlon  that  wa?  necelTdry  either  fot  the  purpufe 
ofdomeftlc  Li'c:y\  t>r  for  fornudablc  offenfive  operations, 
whenever  fuch  operailcns  fliould  appear  to  be  expedient^ 
nml  if  in  the  K-;.;itlative  me.?fures,  which  preceded  the  Col- 
legion  of  this  foice,  th^y  had  not  peitiuiicioufly  adhered 
to  their  own  ideas,  bat  had  agreed  to  modify  iheii^propofi- 
tions  upon  the  lu  ;c;ciliuns  of  others — had  evinced  aa  anxiety 
to  accomnaodate  ihe  nature  of  their  plans  to  the  opiniotis 
ofthofe  Memhe^s  who  were  entitled  to  attention,  a uU  Lh  116 
cxpofcd  thcmlclvxi  10  ccnfurc — it^  was  a  ceaiure  which  no 
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one  of  ib^m  oi  tl>^inf{ii^^cvuld  bo^iiumtfita'niltet  AM^'-^ 

tcisc-onfti^uie^.lbe^rpmKl  of  wbai  ¥r4».-fi)joflfia 'tcnnad  It-^:.! 
w.  ai.o(  i\  ttciiEi-  ^  Let  iheir.  aicafofoa,  honcfCTf  ^  jodgnd  qT  -  -j 
by  kheir.pra^ic4l  lefulti  aocibc  Sj^as  coniideiit  ihut  ift^ai^wtt^    - 
niinpr  crlMciiu)  silyoL'  me^lMFes:  itsigbt  JBe$t  :Wtb  cither  in .  * 
their  unginal  furf^tucion  or  exei:uttaQ»  thcjr  would  tierfwod  •' ' 
to  have  collcded.aiHi  aipangcsd  an  ammjpt  of  fprcfi  f»c  cx:-? 
ceeding  in  number  and  quality. ^ny  that  ever  ivsn  in  cxiftn   ^ 
ence  in  the  annals  of  this  country.     Ii,ini^bt|  indeedj  bo    . 
alleged,  that  a  jGmilar  crifis  had  never  b.ef»ce  arifeoi  but     - 
yet  be  would  put^  it  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfip  and  the 
public*  whether,  under  ajl  the  circunaftance^,  the  eoHeAtoA 
of  fuch  a  body  of  force  did  not  ealitie  MinUlers  to  tbe    - 
highed  piaiib  i     It  was  a  force,  he  remarked,  wrhicb  far  cjh^ 
ceedcd  any  that  exifled  at  any  period  of  tbe  laft  war,  wliea« 
though  tbe  mojve  operating  on  the  public  mind  was  not 
tjuiie  fu  great,  he  contended  the  neceffity  was  quite  as  uf'* 
gent,  and  the  exertions  of  the   then  Miniftert  were  ex- 
tended to  liieir  ulau>il  power*     l*he  noble  Lord  ;)dded,  tbac 
he  had  no  fear  as  to  the  KTue  of  an  appeal  to  the  judgment 
of  fair,  difpailiqnate  people,  Mpon.  the  manner  in  which  Mi« 
xiiders  lud  contrived  and  executed  their  meafuccs  for  the 
defence  of  the  country^ 

Sir  Jam€i  PuU^ney  dwelt  upon  the  fopcrior  efEciencj  of 
a  regular  artxiy.to  the.  ;miiitia  or  any  other  defcription  tX 
force.     Tbeqfiilitia  .be  wi(htd  to  be  reduced,  for  be  wa« 
convinced  that,f  wibatever  tjj^  men  might  be,  the  officers     * 
who  com4nandq4  '^'ch  coip$  were  nor  fuch  as  were  likely  to 
render  theai  an  efixftivc  force ;  and  they  were  at  prt  fcnt  too 
numerous  to  be  at  all  properly  officered.     He  rejoiied  in.    * 
the  amount  of  tbe  difFeaent  dcfciiptioos  of  our  pubiic  forco» 
but  be  begged,  it  to  be  underftood,  that  we  Ihouid  rely  for     - 
our  fecuriLy  rather  on  the  goodncfs  than  oa  Uie  number  of 
our  tioops.    /Ihc  hon.  Baronet  remarked  upon  the  ofkoficf*    • 
feSual  means  of  defending  London,  dating  that,  from  the      ^ 
prefent  dilWbuiion  ofour  fprce,  160.000  men  couMbeaf*-     * 
Icmblcd  in  a  very  fliort  time  for  the  defence  of  this  ci-y,  in     j 
the'qvent  of  invafi^on  ;  and  Concluded  wHh  recommending      • 
that  fon.e  plan  flioqld.  he  devifcd  of  iodjjcing  a  trans^r  of  To     v 
much  of  the  ^ilLia  to  the  regular  army  asihould  reduce  the 
former  .to  40,000  men.  ■  .      ■  .v  * 

A^.  fFM/iam  expiefled  the  fatisfaftion  be  fek  to  Spd  his-     * 
opii^un  a^  to  the  policy  of  reducing  tbe  niUiiia,*  feconded   . 
by  an  autho^ty Jo  refpe^able  as  that  pf  thAjion^'Officrr  '> 
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wbbinw]  J«ft  fiK^nnif  md  bit  right  boo.  Friend  who  pro. 
pcfeU  the  ameodimiic  Itwa$  aii  opimoii  which  lie  had 
long  (slice odechited  io  tbat  Houfe,  and  it  was  among  many 
opiniims  which  be  bad  beard  highly  cenlured  at  the  time 
the^  weie  eriginally  inentioQed»  but  which  afterwards  made 
their  way  and  were  adopted  even  by  ibeir  former  i  cnfors, 
Witb  letpeft  to  the  bill  befoie  tl  e  Houfe,  be  conteflTed  that 
it  waa  Of  fiich  a  nature  th^li  whether  the  objea  were  to 
continuo,  19  modify,  to  fufpend,  or  to  repeal  it,  he  could  not 
give  it  bia  entire  appiobatioo.  Ifit  could  be  made  out  that 
men  could  not  be  ha4  by  any  other  means  than  by  the  baU 
IqU  aded  upon  unde»  this  biiU  then  the  cale  would  be 
ctherwife,  and  the  continuance  of  it  miglit  be  an  advilable 
nieafure.  But  if  ir  was  afl^rted  that  though  it  had  produced 
a  certain  number  of  men,  it  could  produce  no  more,  why 
then  waa  it  not  repea  ed  ?  As  it  was  not  even  infinuated 
that  it  would  produce  any  more  men,  the  mere  fufpenfion 
of  the  meaiure  firuck  his  mind  as  the  moft  uoreafonable 
way  of  difpofmg  of  it.  The  noble  Lord  hadboafted  of  the 
accommodating  fpirit  of  Minifters  ;  that  ihey  had  occafion- 
ally  yielded  to  different  piinc  iple<  aint  lyftems,  and  that  to 
pr«>te£k  themfelvcs  from  being  cohd^ioned  by  any  party, 
they  alternately  acquielced  in  the  recommendations  of 
each  ;  but  in  the  inftance  of  the  bill  before  the  Houfe  thev 
feemed  difpufed  to  take  a  middte  eourie— ^neither  to  abolila 
an  aA  which  was  complained  of*  and  iuflly,  as  tending  to 
injufe.tbe  recruiting  for  the  regular  aimy,  bv  hi^h  boun- 
ties &c.  nor  to  cominne  that  which  o'h  r  Gent  emen  fta  ed 
tube  the  hcfi  mode  of  providing  men.  No,  Minifiers  re- 
foived  that  this  army  of  reft  we  ad  (hould  be  futpended  ; 
that  it  Ihoutd  neither  1  ve  nor  die  ;  but  that  it  fhould  remain 
as  a,hind  of  ghi/it,  and  ;o  vctialn  like  otlieighofts/it  /rr;'«rn;r, 
for  the  |>urpu;e  lit  extorting  money  faiaugAJ.  No  one  could 
be  (ktistied  with  thepufo^c  «*l  Minifters,  and  the  pub- 
lie  mull  be  particulat  ly  dilcontented  It  would  involve  a 
confiderable  injufticr,  fiir  it  was  not  propoled  to  make  any 
diftindion  between  the  diftrifts  which  hud  fuinithed  their 
4)uotas  to  the  army  of  ielerve»  and  thole  which  had  ni>t : 
«nd  it  was  fiill  farth^  objedional^e,  as  it  wbuld  interfere 
with  the  plan  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  wlio  propofed  the 
amenJcnent.  '1  his  bill  of  (ulperffion  was  liaMe  to  another 
phje^on,  which  would  not  alt  tectiur  apolv  to  a  pi^  p«iili-, 
tionof  repeal,  nacnely,  ibat  it  wouM  keep  alive  tire  meaiory 
and  enTiiurage  the  h«pj!  of  lar^e  i^)uu  ies  an  evil  than 
viihkh  nollugg -ciMild  fa  malenaUy  injure  au)  p:an  i>f  re- 
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cruitmg  for  the  regular  army.     What  Minifters  propofed  to 
gain  frdrn  the  future  renewal  of  this  bilT;  compared  wJih 
fhisf  obvious  lofsJ,  he  could  not  imagine;     B&rfifpp'dfe  they 
•v^ere  determined  to  perfift  in  the  hill  before  the  Houfe, 
tvhat  afgunient  of  any  force  eould  theyoffer,  againft  the 
delay  propofed  by  the  mover  Df*thc  amendment,  in  order 
that  be  might  have  time  fully  to  prepare  the  meaiure  ht 
had  announced  bis  intention  of  propbfiilg  in  the  Committee 
on  this  bill ;  a  meafure  which  poiTibfy  miglit.  be  fuch  as 
even  the  fupportcrs  of  the  bill  would  be  difpofed,  upon  exa- 
mination, to  give  way  to  r     If  the  motion  fubmitted  by  bis 
hon.  Friend  on  Monday  laft  had  been  acceded  to,  the  plan 
defcribed  in  the  courle  of  this  evening  by  the  right  hon, 
the  Moverof  the  amendment,  might  have  been,  with  every 
other  propofition  connected  with  the  defence  of  the  coua-. 
-  try,  difcufled  in  the  Commktee,  which  it  was  the  objeft  of 
that  motion  to  inftitute,  and  there  would  have  been  no  rea- 
fon  for  prefling  this  amendment ;  but  Miniftef s,  by  oppofing 
the  former,  had  rendered  the  latter  ncceflary,  in  order  to 
examine  the  projeft  of  his  right  hon.  Filend  und#r  the  gal- 
lery.    In  fome  parts  of  this  plan,  as  he  imderftood  it  from 
his  right  hop.  Friend,  he  agreed,  and  of  others  he  enter- 
tained his  doubts  ;  bqt  ihofe  doubts  arofe  in  part  from  this 
circumftance,  that  he  took  a  different  view  of  the  fubjcd, 
and  that  he  agiecd  entirely  with  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fox), 
with  refpcft  lo  the  plan  of  our  defence.     His  opinion  de- 
cidedly was,  th^t  the  coiintry  fhould  truft  to  a  regular  army 
piinCipallyV  and,  in  addition  to  that,  to  what  was  termed  an 
armed  peafantrj.     This  regular  army,  he  was  convinced, 
could  find  itiore  than  enough  of  recruits,  to  advance  it  to  any 
©eceffary  number  if  ihe  impediments  were  removed  which 
had  been  thrown  in  its  way  by  the  raeafures  of  Minifters. 
(bf  this  felitiment  he  w6s  fatisfied,  that  notwithftanding  all 
the  Various  employments  which  our  manufaftures  and  agri- 
culture furnifhed,  fuflScient  recruits  could  be  obtained  with- 
out prejudice  to  either,   and  that  our  army  might  be  rcn-. 
6tY€d  formidable  in  nunr»berS  and  refpeftable  in  charader, 
particularly  if  the  idea  v^cve  adopted,  which  he  had  often 
mentioned  in  that  Houfe,  and  which  the  heft  military  au-. 
ihoriiios  recdmmcnd,  of  raifiVig  men  for  a  limited  period  of 
fervice,  for  a  certain  term  of  years.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman repeated  his  recommendation,  that  the   poftpone-* 
rtentie^juircd  by  the  hon.  Mover  of  the  atiiendment  fliould* 
Me  acceded  to.    'The  authority  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  en- 
titled his  with  to  the  cotppliaiKe  of  Minilkrs,  tad  to  ttic 
*     ^  aflcnt 
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afient  of  the  Houfp,  efpccially  feeing  that  no  fenfible  incoa* 
venience  could  refult  from  the  delay  he  required  ;  feeing 
aifo,  t)iat  io  the  Commuted  there  would  be  an  opportunity 
of  fully  canvafling  the  nature  of  liis  rightc  hon.  Fiiend's 
plan,  to  afcertain  how  far  it  could  be  engrafted  on  the  fiock 
^f  the  army  of  referve 'bill.  It  appeared  to,  him,  that  it 
would  be  «n  injuftice  to  bis  right  hon.  Friend  to  refift  his 
motion  for  delay,  and  the  Houfc  fliould  concur  in  the 
amendment,  if  it  were  only  on  this  principle,  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  was  at  lead  propofing  fomcthing  againft  nothing  * 
—that  he  was  endeavouring  to  check  in  their  meanderings* 
thofe  Minifteis  who  were  perpetually  oppofing  ihemfclvcs — 
the  ends  of  whofe  meafures  came  jolting  againfl  each  otliec; 
thofe  Minifters  who  were  continually  wheeling  to>and  fro 
like  drunken  men — who  in  one  meafure  generally  counter- 
acted another,  as  the  line  of  argument  they  adopted  on  one. 
day,  frequently  refuted  that  which. they  purfued  on  the  pre- 
ceding; aiNyays  inveftigating,  never  ^decided:  there  wail 
fcarcely  one  meafure  they  reforted  to  that  did  not  involve  a, 
renunciation  of  their  former  opinions,  and  an  adoption  of* 
thofe  they  had  oppofed.  It  might  be  now  faid  by  Minif- 
ters,  that  they  knew  at  the  time  the  army  of  refcrve  bill  waa 
enabled,  that  it  would  very  much  injure  the  recruiting  foe 
the  regular  army  ;  that  tl)ey  were  awara  of  the  evil  ii  would 
produce  ;  but  why  did  not  they  fay  fo  then  ?  No,  on  the 
contrary,  they  denied  it ;  and  now  that  tbt  confequences 
yrcre  felt,  they  ufed  a  different  language.  They  infifted 
that  they  furefaw,  but  they  ftudioufjy  concealed  their  fore- 
fight;  and  they  reprobated  thofe  who  ventured  to  prophecy 
that  which  they  themfelves  were  now  forced  to  confefs. 
They  who  foretold  thofe  things  were  dcfcribed  by  Minif- 
ters  as  mere  theoriils ;  and  it  was  afierted  that  the  pradlical 
efFcds  would  be  found  to  refute  their  ideas ;  but  who  were, 
found  to  be  miflaken  ?  The  attempt  made  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  other  indances^  to  put  down  the  opinions  held  by  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  with  whom  he  a£led,  had  only  f^v^d  to 
corroborate  and  jullify  thofe  opinions;  like  certain  plants, 
the  more  it  was  attempted  to.crufh  them,  the  more  they 
pxofpered  and  grew.  Recurring  to  the  nature  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
plaO)  the  light  hon.  Gentleman  contraOed  fomc  of  its  parts, 
particularly  that  rcfpefling  the  regulation  of  bounties,  with 
the  prbvifions  of  the  army  of  reierve  ad-  The  Utter  be 
contended  had  cealed  to  produce  mote  men,  not  for  the 
reafons  dated,  not  becaufe  theie  were  no  more  men  to  be 
had — for  if  thai  were  the  cafe,  why  cxptSt  t9  raife  more  by 
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•n?  other  meafurc?  No.  in  pojnt  of  fafi,  ifce  army  of  rc- 
ferre  ad  has  abet  the  fate  that  ever  attends  meafures  that 
are  too  rigorous  :  as  it  bappeni  with  penal  iawst  when  they 
become  too  fi^vere  they  lofe  their  cffbfti  no  perfun  being 
%iiJing  to  exe(We  them ;  (o  with  die  aroiy  of  referte  a£t— 
it  was  To  odious  that  nockffiiYr  could  be  found  to  put  it  into 
executioii«  The  people  were  adverfe  to  it,  the  ftoitiach  o( 
the  country  lootthedir,  and  this  was  thetaufe  of  its  failure, 
Thar  fdilure,  therefore,  Ihould  not  indtice  any  app*ehcnli(»a 
that  plenty  of  ^e.n  were  not  to  be  had  for  tlie  regular  armyt 
if  the  recruiting  were  to  he  uninipeded  and  properly  con* 
du£ted«  The  light  hon.  Gentleman  adverted  to  the  frequent 
mention  made  by  Minifters  of  the  grofs  amount  of  otirpob* 
lie  forf — of  the  number  of  men  in  arms:  but  he  wouU 
aik  themt  could  they  feriouily  mean  to  urge  that  as  a  cfaiitl 
to  merit  on  their  part  ?  Were  they  avirare  (hat  they  were 
by  fucb  mention  pronouncing  their  own  ci>ndemn4tion  i  fyt 
they  had  contrived  hy  rtieir  conduA  to  put  the  country  in 
fucb  a  ftate  of  defperation,  that  evety  man  was  forced  to 
feef  the  neceility  of  ftruggiing  for  hi6  ovm  protedion ;  and 
iQ  truth,  independently  u  the  impulfe  of  patriotifm,  the 
alarming  ftate  of  the  eountry  wa$  luch  as  to  fuggeft  to  men 
the  prbpiiety  of  coming  forward  for  the  fafety  of  their  o«rtt 
lives,  their  family  and  property.  Sctch  hkA  bieeo  the  etkiti 
aod  Minifters,  therefore,  inftead  of  talking  of  44K>»000  men 
ready  to  ftand  forth  for  the  country,  might  fpeak  of  fo  maaT 
millions — of,  infa£^,  every  man  capable  of  tfontributing  any 
afliftance  to  avert  the  public  danger :  but  were  they  who 
created  the  dattger,  and  who  were  incapable  of  diraAiag  the 
fpirit  it  called  forth,  to  repel,  much  lels  todeilroy  it,  cnii« 
tied  to  lay  claim  to  merit  i  Certainly  not.  The  noble  Lord 
had  ftatied  that  Mrnifters  had  reforted  to  plans  calculated  to 
pleafe  all  panics,  and  that  they  now  faid  *«  Gentlemco, 
you  ha^e  no  right  to  complaim*  for  we  have  given  yoii  all 
iforts  of  meafures,  fa  laUgh)  and  fpecimens  of  all  lorts  of 
fyftems."  But  then,  added  the  right  hon.  Geotlemaiit  it 
did  not  follow  that  becaufe  Minifters  gave  variety,  thai 
therefore  they  ihould  fatisfy  \  for  though  theie  might  h^ 
good  and  bad  in  variety,  it  might  happen  that  the  whole  of 
the  variety  would  He  bad— and  fo  it  did  wjth  refpeft  to.  the 
meafures  of  Minifters  ;  and  the  noble  Lord  and  hi*  col- 
leagues Teemed  to  think  the  moft  appropriate  conclufion  fox 
this  variety  was,  the  inconfiftency  manifefted  in  the  intru^ 
duflion  of  the  bill  before  the  Houfe.  The  rigbt  boo.  G^n- 
llemao  concluded  with  ftrongiy  recommending  the  ^opUoA 
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of  tlic  amcnJriT^nt^  in  order  that  Tiis*  right  hon.  FrienJ's 
plan  mi^h{  1^e^ex;jrtiilrted;   fo  fefe   wheth^   up^iti  fo  bad  'Ak 
ftbcK  as  th^  VfrriV  of  Vefcrve-ii6t,^a:iy.  thing  ♦ffici^.rti  co^kll 
b^  gra/ted/    Af  air^evcints,   he  Wa$  paTddded  thajL  QOthiog* 

Honfe  Vut  ^for  p  Very'lhV>rt  time.  *  The  right  hi>n.  GefU)e4^ 
m;in  wh '  ba^  ju/i' fat  dovXr^i,  \tds  alfaded  \n  Tonne  opininuf 
thrown  out  by  an  hort.  Genipral  on' the  fame  fid!!  of  the- 
Houfc,  with  rcfpea  to  the  mUiiia  ;  tottie  extent  of  whidK^ 
afthliirgh  I.d^i)  not  fully  fuhfidribe,  yet  rV"h1nk  it  in  fome  mea^^ 
furc  njcrccjlirj;  to  advert  to  thMiY,  forjthcptirpoft  of  fhewiajj; 
that  they  are  not  preciftlv  hi'  that  ftamp  and  chara^^cr  de* 
fcrib<^()  by  the.rfght^hon  Gentleman  on  the  fl  .or.  That  hdtf. 
Qcneral,  i^  fpeaking  of  the  mill  a,  admitttd  that  they  were 
ai>  excelicnt  defcfiption  of  miuiarv  iorce,  but  at  the  fame' 
tiobc  aiff  rted»  that    tor  aflive.ftrkjiit  rations  theV  ^miKf 

bear  n^  comparifon  withjhe  »^egui  The  rifiht  hbn. 

QcntliE:m  ^n  on  the  many  occ^fiMns  ^as  atluded  r6  that 

fd^H  of  nqr  national  dcfencp^t  ba<;  i  i  it  as  infuAitiijnt,' 

iHinriilitary,  and  ridicul  )V;5».(<?/pi/</  Vol  n^fj  a^^  j^*ft 

fuch  was  my  conception  of  wh^i  :n  faid,  anrf  I'JirinL 

QpnSdcnt  !  am  not  fingular  in  my ^  .N^*^*  Sir,|Wftti 

r.egattl.  to  the  prefent  lucafurc,  w  $  that   n^t  hon. 

G^nileniaii  do?  wiiy,  he  obje^s  to  the  poflpo'qen^ent  of  ir, 
for  no  other  .reafon  that  i  can  collefl  from  hi 3  Ior>g  fpe^ch, 
but  that  hd  wi(hes  for  its  repeal.  Other  CeJltleinerij^  aqd  a 
very.'  confiderabie  namber  I  fear^  objeA  tu.  it  upon  grounds' 
mbrecopfiftent  than  that  of  the  right .hon^  Genilem^n»  and 
bispartic4ilar  friends;  but  J  trufi  ihat  a  liitl^  conudefatioii 
of  thefubjcd  will  retnovt  from  ihcir  minds  ,iiiuct^  of  the 
doubt  they  entertain  with  regard  to  it.  What  is  the  object 
of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  army  of  rcfcrvc  aft?  Wh:Y,  Sir,  it 
embraces  >that  moft  defirable  of  all  objefts;  th^t  obje(^  ia 
fhe  promotion  of  which  men  of  all  parties  have  concurred^ 
the  augment ati*m  of  our  regular  army.  The  right  hon« 
Gentleman  has  frequently  di fa p proved  of  the  operation  of  that 
slA,  as  affcding  the  regular  recruiting  of  the  army  ;  I  lyill 
not  go  ihe  length  of  faying*  that  it  does  not  interfere  in  fomo 
refped^  with  it,  but  I  can  never  admit  that  it  impei^es  it  to 
the  extent  that  is  aiferted  by  him.  The  country  ha$  experi* 
enced  very  great  advantages  from  the  adoptioj^of  that  2i\p 
and  the  itjbfeqnei^t  operation  of  it.  The  rigW  hon.  Gentle* 
iti^n  h^sf  eVen  (he  candour  to  avow  it.  It  has  produced  to 
the'C(  iititry*n<»l«5  than  37,coo  men,  among  which  is  to  be 
"   Vol.  II.  1803.4.  4P  reck- 
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reckoned  a  difpofable  body  of  12,000.  Thefe  advantages  it 
is  our  wi(h  10  contiaue  to  the  country,  and  we  think  we 
cannot  better  arrive  at  that  defirablc  end,  than  by  a  tempo^ 
rary  fufpcnfron'of  what  has  ceafed  to  produce  the  tffc€ts  that 
It  was  originally  fornncd  for.  Nfy  right  hnn.  Friend,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  wrote  officially  to^  the  Lod  Lieutenants 
to  encourage  the  piirpofes  of  that  a6l  \  and  notwithftandiiig 
all  the  recommehdarion  it  received  from  them,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fpirii  and  difpofitfon  of  the  magfUrates  m  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  )o  give  it  all  the  aid  and  advancemem  in 
their  power,  ever  fince  the  month  of  November  laft,  the  in- 
conveniencres  refultingfrom  it  have  by  far  exceeded  the  ad>» 
vantages;  although  previous  to  that  period  the  benefit  deriv* 
ed  to  the  country  from  its  operation,  out-balanced  confider* 
ably  its  difacfvantages,  which  I  admit  were  neither  few  nor 
unimportant.  It  was  not  originaUy  a  meafure  of  choice 
v^ith  his  Majefty^s  Government,:  hot  it  v^as  forced  on  them 
by  the  peculiar  circum fiances  of  the  country  The  kiimeofe 
number  of  vohinteers,  amounting  to  no  lefs  than  400,000 
ipen  ;  the  200^000  that  were  drawn  from  our  popvbtion  for 
the  recruiting  of  the  army  and  rtavy,  rendered  it  an  ad  of 
neceflity — of  urgent  inevitable  neceflrty  t  and  fucha  meafure 
as  never  would  be  reforted  to  but  under  the  prcfTtire  o(  that 
neceflity.  I  (ball  not  attempt  to  follow  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man above  me  (Mr.  Pitt},  through  all  the  details  of  the  com* 
plicated  plan  he  has  opened  to  yoo«  but  I  have  oneconGder- 
able,  and  to  my  mind,  decrfive  objedion  to  offer  to  it,  and 
that  is,  <hat  it  tends  to  the  creation  of  a  great  and  permanent 
military  cftablifhment.  I  for  one  will  never  give  my  con- 
fent  for  placing  a  great  portion  of  the  community  under  the 
control  and  inTpcflionof  officers,  who,  however  individually 
rerpe£lai>le,  (hould  not  be  vefted  with  the  power  and  the 
opportunity  of  continually  teaflng  and  foltciting  the  per- 
fons  under  their  control,  to  engage  for  general  fervice. 
There  were  alfo  other  canfes  which  lately  impeded  the 
recrtWting  fervice.  The  time  was  happily  tnifavourable 
to  it ;  I  (ay  happily,  becaufe  the  cheapnefs  of  provtiioas 
removed  that  neceflity  to  feek  for  fubfiflence,  that  the 
toWer  dafles  of  fociety  always  experience  in  time  of  fear- 
city  ;  and  the  200,000. inen  that  were  enrolled  into  the  arm/ 
and  navy,  left  fcarcely  a  difpofable  perfon  tn  the  conntry. 
As  to  that  part  of  the  plan,  whfch  propofes  the  coonediogof 
regiments  with  particular  counties,  although  I  always  fpealt 
with  diffidence  on  military  ojatters,  yet  I  am  obliged  to  dtf* 
iTent  from  it,  becaufe  not  fufficiently  taking  inlpconlideraviod 
--  *  the 
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the  varieties  of  charaQer  of  the  diiFerefit  manufgAuring^ 
agriculnjr^l,  and  commercial  counties,  I  think  it  is  likely  to 
pnvduce  exireme  inconveateiicci  and  fcarcely  one  pradical 
ndvantage.     Upon  the  whole,  I  can  difcover  nothing  in  the 
plat)  >>'induce  me  to  give  my  confent  to  defer  the  prefent 
xn^afure.'   Now,  Sir,  much  has  been  faid  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  ihe  floor^  and  by  thofe  who  co-operate  with 
him,  rtfpeding  the  fpontaneous  zeal  which  has  been  mani'* 
feded  bythe  cotintry,  fo  much  to  its  honour,  and  I  truft  at 
much  toils  advantage.     My  noble  Friend  has  well  explained 
what  our  Tentiments  on   that  fubjefl  are.  .  He  has  faid,  and 
truly  faid,  that  the  seal  of  the  country  was.  a  voluntary  aid 
afforded  to  theOovernment  at  a  critical  period ;  and  that  the 
only  merit  that  Government  claimed,  was  that  of  having 
given  a  beneficial  diredion  to  a  great  put>lic  principle'.    The 
seal  of  the  couptry,  I  confefs,  has  amply  conferred  on  Mi- 
nifters  the  means  of  providing  for  our  dumcftic  defence.    But 
was  it  that  fpontaneous  seal,  which  enabled  Goverciment.to 
hold  m  btfickade  every  one  of  the  enemy's  ports,  from  the 
Texel  to  the  Adriatic  ?  Was^  it  that  fpontaneous  zeal,,  which 
enabled  the  Executive  Government  to  eflPed  greater  conqddtlis 
within  the  firft  (ix  months  o^the  war,  than  have  been  achievL 
ei  in  almoft  the  fame  number  of  campaigns  in  former  wars? 
That  seal  I  will  acknowledge,  a:id' acknowledge  with  gratU 
t4ide,  has  given  us  that  cfefcription  of  tbrce  which  that  right 
faon.  Gentleman  holds  cheap^  the  hearts  and  hands  of  400,000 
volunteers ;  but  at  the  fame  time  I  will  take  the  liberty  to 
fay,  that  zeal  has  not  given  us  all  the  means  that  have  been 
fo  fuccefsfully  applied  in  maintaining  the  honour  and  the  tn]- 
terefts  of  the  ^mpire.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  often 
dwelt  on   the  neceitlty  of  promoting  the  recruiting  fervice. 
But  does  he,  can  he  fuppofe,  that  is  to  be  accomplifhed  by 
one  mode  only  ?    Would  he  have  been  fatisficd  with  the  re- 
fult  of  the  means    fuggeiled  by  that  ?     I   am.perfuaJed  he 
would  not.     The  hon.  Gentleman  well   knows  that  it   re- 
quires various   meafores  to  draw  out   the  population  of  the 
country,  and  to  induce  a  change  in  its  habits  ^  thaL  the  means 
which  have  been  fuccefsful  at  oqe  time,  may  ceafe  to  operate 
ID  the  fame  way  ;  and,   therefore,   that  of  occelTiiy  different 
cneaas  mud  be  reforted  to.     At  prefent  this  country  poittrlfes 
a  greater  military   force  than  any    in  the  world,  and  much 
greater ».  I  am  happy  to  fay,  than  the  enemy  we  have  molt  to 
apprehend  from  can  oppofe  to  us. .  That  forae  would  never 
have  ex'ifted  to  the  extept  that  it  does,  if  it  was  not  Jiverfi- 
.        '  4Pi  fied. 
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ficd.  The  irnyjrof  fererve  aA  h^  aptrfhc^  a  fi^cWtit  teogth 
of  Time  ;  rt0prtrrertt  adv^nragev  rrfuN-from  it;  and  1  there- 
fore think  it  wdulti  be  judici6as't(>  tr^r  v»hat  the  temporary 
fufpenfion  of  i'  may  So,  towards  increafing  the  difpofable 
force  of  the  country.  ^  ^*  * 

il/r.  G^^nn'mg  cicclaied  that  the  fpeech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentlcrtian  w>io  fpoke  laft,  appeared  to  him  to  have  to- 
tally iiltered  ihe  grounds  on  which  the  Houle  was  .called  to 
vote;  or  thit  his  colleagues  had  uninrentionally difclofcd 
what  their  real  motives  were,  for  reilfting  the  plan  of  his 
tight  bun.  Friend.  Otheri  have  treated  ft  with'  fome  dc* 
|;iee  of  refpeft,  with  fomc  (hew  of  decorum,  and  have  ad- 
xnitied,  that  at  another  time  it  may  be  proper  to  extend  to 
it  fome  tittle  confideration ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentlenaii 
Confiders  it  as  mifchievous  in  its  nature,  and  has  endea- 
v6aied  to  hold  it  up  to  Pailiament,  and  to  the  country,  as 
a  meafure  the  muft  odious  and  tyrannical,  and  as  one  bear- 
ing the  (hew  of  providing  for  the  public  defence,  by  means 
contrary  to  the  conilitution.  J  hat  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  endeavoured  to  reprefent,  or  miheprefent  it,  as  a  com- 
plete fubvcrfion  of  the  principle,  and  deviatitm  from  the 
praftice,  by  which  ballots  for  itmited  fervire  have  been  hi- 
therto made  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  oppofing  the 
plan  of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  has  laid,  that  he  wilt  not  ex- 
pofe  a  great  part  of  the  community  to  be  tottured  and  foli- 
cited  to  cnlift  for  foreign  fcrvicc ;  he  who,  not  a  fortnight 
ago,  in  the  very  teeth  and  face  of  the  prmcipje  he  had  juft 
laid  down,  iupported  a  bill  fur  enabling  his  Majetty  to  ac- 
cept the  voluntary  offers  of  feivice  of  the  Irilh  militia,  and 
to  procure  which  there  muf^  have  been  fome  teafing  and 
folicitation,  for  the  returns  would  (hew  that  there  was  far 
from  unanimity  in  the  different  regiments,  as  to  the  pru- 
dence or  expediency  of  fuch  offers.  The  principle  of.  vo- 
luntecring  was  fully  acquiefced  in  by  him,  when  a  favourite 
zneafure  depending  on  it  was  to  be  carried ;  but  when  a 
plan  is  'brought  in  by  his  right  hon.  Friend,  which  is  to  be 
canvailed  and  examined,  and  new  moulded  by  Parliament, 
'  then  it  is  to  be  refifted  in  limine^  becaufe,  forfooth,  it  vrould 
'  fubjedl  a  great  portion  of  his  Majcfty^s  fubjefts  to  be  teafed 
and  folicited  to  volunteer  for  unlimited  fervite.  Could 
there  be  a  more  grofs,  monflrous  and  unblufhing  violation 
of  evevy  principle  of  confiflency  or  parliamentar}  decorum  ? 
His  noble  Friend  on  the  bench  below  him,  had  excufed 
himfelf  for  not  confenting  to  the  introdudion  o^  the  plan 
'  at  this  momenty   by  faying,  that  the  confideration  of  it 
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Oiight  be  advifable  at  anotheriperiod,  and  that  as  he  wilhed 
to  have  two  {Iringa  to  hia  bow,  he  pcubahly  would  not  be 
avcrfe  from  entertaining  it  then.  He  wiibed  the  noble 
l^ord  to  pieferve  the  two  ftrings  to  bis  bow;  and  he  hoped 
the*  time  would  come,  and  come  flfiortly»  when  he  would 
fupport  the  plan  of  his  right  hon«  Friena  in  all  its  details, 
with  all  I  he  zeal  that  he  how  oppofed  it.  1  he  pl^n  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  was  but  the  foundation  whereon  he  pro* 
pofed  to  eie£l  a  folid  and  permanent  fyftem  of  defence ; 
and  that  foundation  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  Lis  col- 
leagues were  anxious,  not  barely  to  undermine,  but  totally 
to  raze  and  fweep  awaty.  As  to  the  army  ot  referve  a£t« 
that  was  but  a  liule  part  of  the  queAion,  and  he  would  not 
advert  to  it  then>  st^  many  other  occafions  would  ariie  for 
difcufling  the  merits  of  it.  It  had  been  in  an  early  part  of 
the  debate  compared,  with  much  felicity' of  humour  and 
illuftration*  both  to  a  pump  and* an  animal  There  was  one 
animal  it  put  him  in  mind  of,  the  aaimal  in  the  fable  of  the 
•*  Boy  and  the  go(»fe»"  which  they  had  all  read.  The  goolc 
daily  produced  a  number  of  golden  eggs»  but  the  iimpietoa 
who  owned  it,  wilhed  to  get  poireflioa.  of  all  the  gold  at 
once,  and  fo  he  Killed  it.  He  would  kave  it  to  the  Houlc 
to  make  the  application. 

Mr.  Bayard  contended  that  the  pjan  propofed  by  Mr. 
Pitt  would  be  the   moil  arbitrary  and  unconiliiutional  that 
could  be  conceived,  and  inftead  of  its  expofing  men  to  be 
importuned,  would,  he  feared,  expofe  them  to  be  dragoon* 
cd  inti>  general  fervice.     He  contended  that  the  militia  was 
.a  conllitutional  force  which  ought  to  be  carefully  chcriihed, 
and  without  meaning  anv  difrelpeft  to  the  armvi  he  was  of 
.opinion  that  the  militia  was  a  coni^i  utional  check  on  the 
.army.     As  to  the  aimy  of^  relerve  hill    he  wilhed  it  was 
wholly  repealed.     It  had  been  produdtivt:  of  much  hard- 
(bip  and   mifery,   as  he  bad  witncifed,  and   he  hoped  it 
would  never  be  renewed.     The  plan  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  feemed  calculated  to  produce  all  the  evils  of 
the  army  of  referve  aSt  without  the  plea  of  the  neccffity. 
He  contended  that  the  country  was  in  luch  a  {late  of  pre- 
paration and  defence,  that  io  far  from  being  afraid  ot  anv^- 
.  fion,  tliev  longed  to  meet  the  enemy. 

Mr»  Hawkins  Browne  Was  anxious  thaiPthe  Houfe  fliouid 
go  intu  a  Committee  on  the  bill. 

The  Attorney  Genera/  laid,  that  the  pain  he  felt  in  obtrud- 
ing biirifclt  on  an  unwillii^  audience  (there  was  a  great  ay 
for  the  quejiionj^    Could  only  be  equalled  by  the  pain  he 
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ihould  feel,  on  leaving  that^ufe,  and  laying  down  in  his 
bedj  if  he  did  not  atiiSt  the  moft  uncbaritabie  reprefema* 
tioa  that  ever  had  been  given  by  one  man  of  the  fentiments 
of  anpihex*  If  the  right  bon.  GentleiDan  on  the  bench 
abcrve  him  (Mr.  Canning)  preferved  any  recollefiiun  of  i>is 
former  babies,  if  he  knew  bow  to  appreciate  the  idea  of 
friendjfhjp,  and  had  ever  called  the  right  bon.  Geatlemaa 
near  him  (Mr.  Addington)  by  the  name  of  fiiend,  bow 
could  he  place  fuch  a  coofirttdion  on  his  words  as  be  had 
done  ?  He  did  not  conceive  that  his  .right  bon.  Friend  ever 
did  fay,  or  meant  to  infer,  that  the  plan  of  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  was  calculated  to  intioduce  a  fyftcm  of  torture 
and  tyranny.  He  knew  it  was  fometioies  objeAed  to  Mi- 
tiifters^  that  they,  fupported  the  fame  meafures  on  different 
grounds.  \Vber9  they  a£bcd  from  an  union  of  council,  that 
certainty  was  a  good  argument  againft  them  ;  but  be  could 
difcover  no  good  reafon  wlien  they  objeSed  to  and  oppofcd 
a  meafure,  as  in  this  iafiaace,  that  they  ffioold  ail  do  it 
on  the  fame  groiinds.  As  he  underfluod  his  right  hon. 
Friendf  be  (aid  that  the  army  of  referve  aA  had  been  ori- 
ginally a  meafure  of  neceffity,  and  that  one  great  objedion 
of  his  to  the  continuance  of  Jt  was,  that  it  eicpofed  men 
to  be  importuned  into  engaging  for  other  fcrvice.  A  right 
lioji.  Gentleman  oppofite  htm  (Mr.  AVindham)  had  faid, 
that  the  zeal  of  tlie  country  pronounced  the  condemnation 
of  Miniftew.  If  be,  or  the  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  he  had  juft 
quitted,  Ihould  form  part  of  the  next  Admtniftration»  as  he 
prefumted  they  looked  forward  to  the  poiGbility  of  it,  the 
country  would  acquit  them  of  any  fuch  condemnation ;  for, 
he  believed,  inftead  of  being  followed  by  the  public  zeal, 
they  would  be  met  by  its  fcorn.  Could  that  right-  hon. 
Gentlemen  fay>  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe,  or  even 
of  this  country,  could  be  attributed  to  the  meafures  of  Mi- 
niftcrs?  The  bon.  Gentleman  had  faid,  as  an  excufe  fdr 
not  difcufling  the  propriety  of  fufpending  this  ad,  that  he 
.  would  not  interrupt  the  agreeable  variety  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  Miniftevs.  He  really  thought  there  had  been  as 
ir.nch  reeling  to  and  fro,  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman ;  and  tliat  if  they  vi'cre  inconfittcnt,  nothing  coOld 
be  more  inconfiftent  than  the  hon.  Gentleman,  for  he  was 
furc  to  meet  them  at  every  torn.  He  wouW  not,  at  that 
late  hour,  go  into  the  queftion.  The  objelft  of  Minifters 
in  pafling  that  aft,  was  to  get  a  large  efficient  force  on  the 
fpur  of  the  cccafion.  Il  had  anlwered  the  end,  and  the 
operation  could  at  prd*ent  only  produce  ioconvenieoCe* 
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jkCr,  CatnUftg  would  not  wilfiilly  m^fif^rpret  dny  Gentle- 
maQt  but  he  did  conceiTe,  and  ftill  conceived,  that  the 
Ipeeqli  of  the  Cbanceltor  of  tlie  EHblie<Vuer  iilteflded  to 
C4ft  that  precife  cenfure  on  his  right  hon.  Prk-nd. 

The  Chanrelhr  tf  thi  Exche^uef-^Str^  there  was  nothing 
I  SMf  tJiere  was  nothing  in  my  thoughts,  to  wartant  tHe  ^ 
iiUerpretatioa  of  the  right  Hon.  Gentleman. 

Hir  J^kn  fFrotuJUy  appealed  to  the  Chair,  and  to  the 
Houfe,  whether  the  whole  tenor  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlc- 
tleman*s  fpeech  did  not  teod  to  throw  every  odium  on  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  above  him. 

The  Speaker — Since  I  am  appealed  to,  it  is  my  duty  to  • 
ftfite,  that  it  is  the  ofage  of  this  Houfe,  when  a  Member 
has  explained  his  words,  to  accept  that  explanation. 

Sir  John  fVronefley  objeded  lo  the  fufpenfion  of  the  aft, 
and  (aid  that  the  right,  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer made  the  fame  ufe  of  the  meafure  as  he  did  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  behind  him,  that  was,  as  a  boat  to 
carry  him  over  the  ferry,  which  be  difcarded  as  fbOn  as  it 
anfwered  his  purpofe. 

Lord  De  BlaquUre  defended  the  plaapropoied  by  Mr.  Pitt. 
It  was  a  meafure  which,  in  his  opinion^  would  raife  the 
force  required  by  the  fituation  of  the  country,  much  fooner 
th^n  that  propofed  by  the  Secretary  at  War.  The  noble 
Lord  concluded  with  recomntending  the  plan  for  railing 
.  men  only  for  a  limited  time. 

Sir  R,  Buxton  defcribed  the  evils  of  the  army  6f  refervo 
ad  in  its  operation,  and  fupported  the  motion. 

Mr.  Jervis  defended  the  condoS  of  Mtniilers,  to  whom 
he  gave  the  credit  of  the  fpontaneous  7eal  of  the  coon  try  > 
in  a  coniiderable  degree :  they  had  fhewn  fuch  wifdom«. 
moderation,  and  love  of  the  conftitution,  as  to  Conciliate 
the  aflFi^dions  of  the  country,  which,  he  was  confident,  was 
in  unifun  with  their  feelings  and  intentions. 

Mr.  Pitt  Keftated  his  plan,  which  was" to  mitigate  the  fe-- 
verity  of  the  army  of  refervc  afi,  by  having  different  bal- 
lots, and  infiead  of  tjirowing  the  whole  burthen  on  one, 
to  equalize  it  by  exacting  a  fmall  fine  from  thofe  who,  af- 
ter being  drawn,  did  not  lei  ye  in  perfon;  and  to  allow 
bounty  to  thofe  who  chofe  to  ferve  in  perfon.  Parishes 
would  likewife  be  excufed  by  allowing  them  to  pay  a  fmail 
fum  towards  the  general  fund  for  recruiting,  if  they  did  not 
find  their  nupober  of  men. 

To  a  quefiion  by  Sir  Robert  Williams,  whether  the  pa- 
Hflies  would  be  relieved, 
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Mt^  Yorke  faid  they  would,  upon  payment  of  tbe  fums 
fpcrigcd  by  the  bill.     * 

On  the  queftion  ht  ing  put»  for  tbe  Speaker's  leaving  the 
ckaii',  the  numbers  were. 

Ayes,  240 — Noes,  203. — Majority  37. 

The  Houfe  afterwards  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill, 
and  adjourned  at  two  o'clock  in  ibe'toiorning. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,    APRIL  26. 

The  Karls  of  Aylefbury  and  Scaforth  and  Lord  Clive  took 
tbe  oaths  and  their  feats. 

The  Iri(h  linen  manufafturers'  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
pafledk  and  fent  to  the  Commons* 

The  other  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded. — Ad-^ 
journed. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,   APML  26. 

The  Houfe  ballotted  for  a  Seleft  Committee  to  try  the 
merits  of  the  Liikeard  eledion  petitions. 

I'he  following  were  the  names  on  the  reduced  lift : 
Richard  Gervas  Ker,  Efq.  Earl  Loftus, 

.James  Martin  Lloyd,  Efq.  Matthew  Ruflcl,  E^q. 

Jofeph  Holden  Strutt,  £(q.  Sir  Matthew  Bloxam.  Knt. 

Henry  Juddrell,  Eftl-  The  h(  n.  C.  Kinn:^ird, 

The  right  hon,.W.  Windham,     Charles  M.  Ormfby,  Efq, 
John  Prinfep,  Efq.  Robert  Hall  Lee,  Efq, 

Sir  Robert  Barclay,  Bart. 

NOMINEES. 

The  hon.  C.  J.  Fox  W.  Sturges  Bou^-ne,  Efq. 

Mr.  Irving,  from  the  office  of  the  Infpeftor  General  of 
imports  and  exportsr,  prefented  the  accounts  which  the  Houfe 
had  ordered  to  be  furni(bed  from  that  office. 

Mr-  Owen,  from  the  India  Houfe,  prefented  an  account 
of  the  dates  of  difpatches,  &c.  which  had  alfo  been  pre- 
vioufly  ordered,  as  far  as  they  could  be  made  out. — Or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  report  of  the  Committee  to  whoai  tbe  petition  of 
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the  Lrndon  clergy  was  referred,  leave  was  given  to  biing 
in  a  Hill  purfuant  to  the  prayer  ihciv  f. 

Sir  J.  Newport  movtd  that  a  Com  ai  if  tee  ihould  be  Bp- 
pointed  to  iaquire  into  the  ftaie  i>f  ih'e  poor  laws  as  far  as 
they  extend. to  Ireland,  to  n  ake  a  prbvitton  for  lunatics 
and  idiots,  and  to  report  their  obfeiVati' ns  and  upinion  to 
the  I^oufe.  He  did  this  vi'tth  a  view  to  fhew  the  people  of 
Ireland  that  they  were  objefis  uf  the  iinuere  care  and  re* 
gard  of  the  Lcgii]ature. 

The  Committee  wasnppoin*ed  toconfift  of  Sir  }•  Newport, 
Mr.  Fofter,  Mr  Coiry,  and  all  Members  i'erving  for  lieland 
who  may  thinls  proper  to  attend.  . 

On  the  morion  of  Lord  W  Ruflell,  the  Houfe  went  in- 
to a  Committee  on  the  ftatute  duty  bill.  When  the  Houfe 
refumed,  the  report  was  brought  up,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  Newfoundland 
Ibips  bill.  The  claufes  were  agreed  to  v^ithout  amendment; 
the  report  was  received  when  the  Houfe  refumed,  and  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on.  the  army  of  referva 
fufpeniion  bill. 

JUr.  Secretary  Yorke  confidered  it  fit  thai  fome  reafonable 
fine  Ihouid  be  levied  on  the  counties  which  were  deficient 
in  fupplying  their  quotas  accordmg  to  the  former  a€t.  The 
tribunal  to  which  he  (hould  propofe  to  refer  the  returns  made 
under  that  a£t,  was  to  confift  of  the  Deputy  Lieutenants  and 
the  magiilrates  for  the  county,  and  their  report  Ihould,  of 
courfe,  be  fent  up  to  the  War  Office.  The  right  hon.  Secretary 
explained  the  various  other  proviiions  of  the  bill.  It  was 
then  read  in  the  Committee,  and  fcveral  amendments  were 
made.  The  Houfe  having  refumed,  the  report  was  brought 
up,  and  ordered  to  he  received  the  next  day. 

The  accounts  of  outftanding  Exchequer  bills  at  various 
periods  from  April  1798  to  the  prefent  year,  were  prefentfd 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  eight  million  Exchequer  bills  bill,  and  the  million 
and  a  half  FJxchequer  hills  bill,  the  Engliih  and  Iri(h  mili- 
tia pav  bills,  and  the  militia  officers'  bill,  were  reportedt 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day.*— Ad« 
journed. 


Vol.  II.  I803-4.  4  Q,  HOUSE 
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HOUSE   OP  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,  APRIl  27. 

Counfcl  was  heard  for  the  refpondents  in  the  Scotch  «p» 
pealy  Hunter  and  others  againft  the  Earl  of  Kianoul  and 
others.    Further  confideration  poftponed  till  Wedndday. 

The  eight  rallliont  Exchequer  bills  bill,  one  million  and 
a  half  Exchequer  bills  bill,  and  the  other  bills  pafied  in  the 
ComoionSf  were  brought  from  that  Houfe  and  read  a  firft 
lime. 

The  other  bills  on  the  table  were  forwarded ;  after  which 
tb^  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS* 

FRlDATy   APRIL  27. 

Mr.  Johnfen,  from  the  Chief  Secretary's  oSce  of  Ire- 
land, prefentcd  at  the  bar  certain  papers  purfuant  to  a  for* 
ner  order  of  the  Houfe,  relative  to  the  numbers  of  Iri(h 
inilitia  who  had  volunteered  to  extend  their  icrvices  to  this 
country  s  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  eight  millions  Exchequer  bills  bill,  and  the  one  mU 
Hon  and  a  half  Exchequer  biMs  bill  were  read  a  third  thne, 
and  pafied* 

The  Englilh  militia  and  Iridi  militia  pay  bills  were  read  a 
fkivA  time  and  pafled. 

•  Mr.  Vanfittart  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
an  account  of  the  500,0001.  voted  for  Ireland  for  the  fervicq 
of  the  year  1803,  which  was  ordered  accordingly* 

The  adjutant  and  ferjeant  majors*  allowance  bill  was 
read  a  third  tinie  and  pa^ed. 

Mr.  Corry  prefented  a  petition  for  leave  to  brine  in  a  bill 
to  enable  the  Archbtfhop  of  Dublin  to  fell  the  official  pa* 
lace  to  Government,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  barracks.*- 
Leave  was  accordingly  given,  and  a  Con>mittee  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  conformably  to  the  wi  peti- 
tion. 

Sir  Jolm  Anderfon  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Comorit*^ 
tee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  petition  from 
the  company  of  bakers,  whicli  was  ordered  to  He  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Fofter  complained  that  certain  accounts  relating  to 
the  currency  of  Ireland  had  not  yet  been  laid  before  the 
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CoBitnittee  apj^biated  to  take  that  fubjeft  latownfidcrjK 
tion.  ,^  * 

Mr.  Corry  was  glad  that  he  would  now  have  it  in  hia 
|K>wer  to  fatisfy  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Commit- 
tee  io  that  refpe£t»  as  he  could  aiTure  him  that  they  would 
be  prefented  the  nexi  day»  many  of  them  banng  come 
over  that  day. 

llie  Committee  on  the  Irifli  revenue  regulation  bill  was 
deferned  till  Friday. 

The  Secretary  at  War  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  amendments 
of  the  Lords  in  the  volunteer  bill :  and  having  moved  that 
the  report  be  taken  into  confideration,  a  converfation  took 
place  bctw.een  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Secretary  Yorke,  and 
the  Secretary  at  War,  when 

The  i^wi^r  begged  leave  to  .inform  the  Houfc*  that  ac* 
cording  to  preccdenis'^tbe-pfoper  mode  of  the  Houfe's  figni- 
fying  their  diflent  from  any  amendments  made  by  the  I^ords 
was  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  draw  up  reafuns  fur  theic 
diflent,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Lords,  unlefs  they  propofod  to 
rejed  a  bill  rntoto,  which  could  only  be  done,  he  apprehend- 
ed, in  bills  of  fupply  or  of  ways  and  means.  It  remained; 
however,  for  the  Houfe  to  confider  whether  they  wouldre- 
jed  the  bill  in  toto^  or  adopt  the  meafure  prefcribed  in  fuch 
inftances,  by  the  precedents  of  the  Houfe. 

The  report  was  then  ordered  for  confideration  on  Monday^ 
ne&ty  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whtibread,  ordered  to  bo 
printed. 

A  mcflage  was  received  from  the  Lords  announcing  their 
concurrence  with  the  Iri(h  linen  manufadure  regulation  billp 
and  fome  private  bills. 

jtdmiral  Berkeley  dated  that  he  had  repeatedly  come  down 
to  the  Houfe,  in  hopes  of  feeing  fome  one  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty  in  his  place,  that  he  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  putting  a  queftion  which  he  thought  of  fome  impor- 
tance. The  queftion  was  relative  to  the  return  of  nr.arines. 
He  wiflied  to  know  if  the  15,000  marines,  were  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  over  and  above  the  84,000  that  had  been  returned  i 
If  Mmiftcrs  were  not  prepared  for  this  quefiion,  he  hoped  that 
fome  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  would  come  down 
to  anfwer  it. 

Mr,  lierttey  exprefled  his  readinefs  to  inform  the  hon.  Ad- 
miral. The  15,000,  he  could  afliire  the  hon.  Admiral,  were 
exclufive  of  the  other.     The  one  is  dated,  the  right  hon. 

4  Q.a  Gen* 
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GenC'cman  added,  f i  m  the  Navy  Offico,  and  the  other  from 
the  weekly  returnj  ;  but  the  two  are  to  be  added,  making  iq 
m.l  upwards  ot  a  hu     red  thouf  i^d. 

Af.  Fex  rofe  to  inform  rhe  oufe.that  as  he  underftood 
from  dUihority  that  no  fatisfadory  anfv^er  would  be  given  to 
the  qneflion  he  had  ropofed  *o  put  to  Minii  ers  that  nigh| 
refpci'  in^  the  tran  ports  that  were  taken  up  tor  conveying 
the  froi'ps  from  Hanover  to  thiis  couniry,  he  would  then 
give  notice,  that  on  ^  edneday  .next  he  would  formaUf 
move  tor  the  produ  \\(  n  of  JTucK  papers  as  related  to  this 
fubje  ,  with  the  da^es  particularly  of  taking  up  thofe  tranf^- 
port  theoatesof  their  latling,  and  the  terms  of  their  en- 
gagement. 

Mr.  Add  ngton  faw  no  gor»d  rciafon  for  hurrying  a  motion 
of  that  nature,  and  w  Did  therefore  wifli  the  hon  Gentleman 
fopoftp  n    it  lifl  fi»m    after  day. 

Ml  •  for  did  nut  fee  that  any  reafonable  objetfli  n  could  be 
entertained  to  the  motion  or  to  the  day  of  which  he  had  givca 
not  ce 

I     ISU    LO^N. 

The  Houfe  having  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  Ccrry  laid  it  was  not  his  inten  ion  to  trefpafs  on  the 
time  of  the  Houfe  more  than  a  few  minutes.  During  the 
progrefsof  the  feflion  a  great  part  of  the  fupplies  for  Ireland 
had  been  voted,  and  his  objeft  for  riflng  at  prefent,  was  to  (Yate 
that  th^  permanent  charges  on  the  confoiidated  fund  of  Ire- 
land and  the  votes  of  fupply  having  C(>nnderably  exceeded  the 
ways  and  means  for  anfwering  ihcm,  it  had  been  thought  ad- 
vifable  to  propofe  to  raife  a  part  nt  the  ways  atid  means 
"by  a  loan  in  Ireland  'o  the  am  tint  of  1,250,000^  It  was  im- 
pnflible  for  him  at  that  moment  to  go  mto  a  general  ftate- 
ment  of  the  charges  upon  Ireland  for  the  whole  year;  for 
though  many  of  them  were  voted,  yet  nthrrs  wefc  not :  he 
mud,  therefore,  defer  fuch  general  ftatement  until  the  whole 
were  voted.  At  prefent  he  (hould  only  ftate  as  pan  of  fuch 
ways  and  means,  the  loan  which  had  been  agreed  for  to  the 
amount  before  mentioned  in  Ireland,  fubject  to  the  approba- 
tion of  Paliamtnt.  This  loan  was  bid  for  in  the  five  per 
cent  (lock,  and  the  intereft,  according  to  the  terms,  waste 
commence  on  the  25ih  of  March  lad,  and  thedifcountof  five 
pe  cent  was  all>wed  on  anticipated  payments  according  to  the 
pra£fice  in  his  country.  On  the  20ih  of  April  the  loan  was 
contraded  for  in  Dublin:  for  every    lobl.,    112I.  7s.  3H. 
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•ftock  was  granted.  The  money  to  be  raifed  tbertfore,  being' 
i,25o,o<iol. 'the  fiock  created  would  be  1,404,000).  The 
intereft  to  be  paid  for  each  lool.  received  was  ^1.  12s.  4d. 
which  with  the  finking  fund  of  12  per  cent,  would  mal^e  the 
whole  annual  charge,  84,271!.  On  the  day  oi  the  bidding, 
the  five  per  cent,  ftock  in  Irelai>d  was  at  90,  and  the  lt>aa. 
was  taken  at  89  ;  that  is  to  iay  within  one  per  cen>.  of  the 
market  price  of  the  ftocks  that  day.  Having  thus  dated  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  which  he  hoped  would  prove  faustadory, 
it  wus  unnecefTary  for  him  to  occupy  tiie  attention  of  the 
Houfe  any  longer,  except  merely  to  remark  that  on  the  day 
the  loan  was  made  in  Ireland  at  89.  the  Irilh  five  per  cents, 
in  London  were  only  8o|,  which  certainly  was  a  mod  afto^ 
nifliing  difFeience,  and  clearly  proved  that  the  loan  was  made 
on  terms  advantageous  to  the  public.  He  then  concluded 
(after  givir>g  notice  that  he  hoped  next  week  to  be  able  10  go 
into  the  genera!  (latement  of  the  ways  and  means  for  )rc«- 
land)  with  moving  the  ufual  refolution  refpe^ting  the  loan« 
"Which  was  agreed  to. 

ARMY    fSTIMATKS. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  tlie 
Houfe  re(olved  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  and  the  differ- 
ent eQimates  relative  to  the  army  being  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, 

The  Secretary  at  War  rofe  to  move  the  neceflary  grants 
under  the  head  of  military  fervices.  The  eftimates  now  iq 
be  voted  were,  he  faid,  the  fupplementary  ones,  apd,  with 
the  exception  of  the  cl)arg^s  for  the  n.ilitia  of  Ireland,  4iot 
pow  Ukcluded,  the  eftimatts  for  the  prefei^t  year  were  of  the 
fame  nature  as  thoie  of  the  laft.  The  eflimate  iox  the  pay 
and  clothing  of  volunteer  was  730,000!.  The  rtil  were 
snMch  av  before,  and  the  only  thing  added,  was  for  lortiga 
corps.  Wi  h  rcfped  to  the  augmentation  <  f  the  army  already 
propofed,by  an  addition  of  new  battalions,  it  had  been  na*ed 
fo  full^  to  the  Houfe  on  a  former  night,  as  to  render  any  detail 
on'the  fubjcd  now  unneceifary  There  are,  befjdes,  cenain  ad- 
ditional corp<i  for  the  fcrviceot  both  Great  Biitain  and  InUnd, 
the  eftimate  of  >^hich,for  the  f  imer,  was  130,000!.  and  that 
for  the  latier  70,000!.  The  only  othc  r  item,  which  it  fcemed 
pa  (ictiluly  cccflary  to  notice,  was  the  foreign  corps.  In 
the  iaft  yea*,  the  Houf<.  voted  iot  the  continuance  of  feveral 
foreign  regiments  in  oiir  fervice,  as  De  Rolle's,  the  Qiieen's 
German  regiment,  and  fome  others;  the  only  addiiion  now 
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hf  the  Qpeen*s  Germtn  legion»  confifting  of  5«ooo  Hanove- 
rian troops*  of  which  number  4.000  are  already  rai(cd»  and 
the  remainder  expeded  to  be  conopleted  in  a  little  tiaie»  all 
difciplined   men,  and  well  ufed  to  iervlce.    The  whole  «f 
thefe  foreign  troops  together^  would  make  ^  6r  8»ooo  tatUt 
and  ihofe  the  only  ones  inchided  in  the  prefent  eftioiaie. 
The  next  item  on  which  there  was  a  difference  from  ihe  dU- 
male  of  lad  year,  was  the  allowance  to  intikcepers  in  Scou 
land,  and  which   the  nature  of  the  public  fervtces,  and  the 
cirCnmftancesof  that  country  confidered,  he  trufted  would  ap» 
pear  reafonable.     The  reft  of  the  items  were  in  the  ordinary 
conrfe^  and  not  requiring  any  particular  obiervation«     Un» 
der  the  head  of  barracks  in  Ireland  was  4611800!.     The  next 
item  was  for  the  new  military  e(labli(hments  in  tilts  country* 
the  Royal  Military  College  and  Afylum ;  the  one  for  educating 
young  men*  the  fons  of  officers,  deiirotts  of  a  regular  miUiary 
education*  with  a  view  to  the  fervice ;  the  other,  for  the 
children  of  Ibldicrs,  who  may  have  fallen  in  the  defence  of 
their  country.     The  fum  neccflary  to  complete  the  buildings 
was  32»6ool.  In  the  latter  eftablifliment,  it  was  intended  to  pro* 
vide  for  1000  children,  but  the  number  as  yet  did  not  exceed 
600 ;  and  the  former  required  fome  new  arrangemems  ;-* 
under  its  prefent  regulations  it  was  required  that  40I.  fliooli 
be  paid  with  each  pupil  indifcrimimitely ;  btit  this,  ctrea 
though  $  fmall  fum,  was  found  to  be  incompatible  with  the 
circumftances  of  many  deferring  officers  who  were  defirous 
of  benefiting  by  the  inftitution  ;  and,  therefore,  it  Was  in^ 
tended  too  pen  the  eflablifhment  upona  fcaleof  expence,  pro^ 
portioned  to  the  circumftances  of  the  parents,  and  to  educate 
gratis  thofe  who  could  not  aflbrd  to  pay  any  thing :  befide, 
as  It  was  defirable  to  add  the  advantages  of  an  ordinary  edu- 
cation to  thofe  of  a  military  one,  it  was  intended  to  accona-> 
modate  both  under  the  fame  roof,  and  provide  apartments  for 
mafters,  &c.  and  form  a  fimilar  arrangement  to  thai  at  Great 
Marlow.    There  was  one  more  head,  under  which  the  ex- 
pence  was  indeed  of  very  confiderable  magnitude ;  naoielf » 
that  of  barracks.  But  though  the  fum  was  undoubtedly  large» 
yet  when  it  was  cohfidered,  that  by  fuch  an  arrangement 
there  would  be  a  very  conflderable  faving  under  the  head  of 
lodging-money,  barrack-hire,  ftabling,  &c.  he  trufted  the 
faving  would  in  a  very  great   degree  warrant  the  expence. 
The  hire  of  barracks  in  the  laft  year  already  cuft  1,250,000!. ; 
anil  in  the  barracks  already  built,  there  was  accommodation 
for  26,000  troops  in  cantonmems  along  the  coaftj  aiul  ihee£» 
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timate  for  the  new  barracks  was  195341000].  including  pre^ 
mires  purchafed.  The  contrad  was  now  before  the  Houfe, 
and  was  framed  from  a  plan  which  met  the  approbation  of 
military  men  of  the  firft  exjperience.  The  works  were  to  be 
fubjed  to  the  control  of  a  barrack-mafter,  who  was  to  judge 
and  check  every  proceedtnff  of  the  contra3or,  and  without 
whofe  certificate  no  money  was  to  be  paid  to  any  contractor, 
^(ides  this  the  pubtiC  would  be  completely  guarded  againft 
any  lofs  for  wafte  of  time,  extraordinary  wages,  or  debts 
contraQedi  as  the  work  was  to  be  meafured/  and  both  that 
and  the  materials  paid  for  at  the  ordinary  rate  of  the  vicinage 
-where  fuch  buildings  were  to  be  ere£ted»  unlefs  it  were  in  vcrf 
remote  fiiuations  where  extraordinary  expedition  (hould  be 
xequired,  and  where  it  would  be  but  ju(l  to  make  a  reafonablc 
allowancet  when  the  contraAor  was  unavoidably  fubjeded  to 
extraordinary  expence,  either  in  conveying  his  men  to  a  con- 
iiderable  diftance,  or  paying  an  extraordinary  price  formate* 
rials  or  labour.  Having  dated  thus  much  for  the  fatisfaAioa 
oi  the  Committee,  he  (hould  be  ready  to  give  any  further  ex- 
planation which  Gentlemen  might  require.  He  concluded 
with  moving  the  firft  refolution. 

Mr.  Francis  inquired  if,  in  the  prefent  e(limates,  the  forces 
in  India  were  comprehended  ? 

The  Secretary  at  War  replied,  that  they  would  appear  by 
the  accounts  to  be  included. 

Mr,  Frencls  remaiked  on  the  inconiiflency  in  th^  rea- 
foning  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  refpeA  to  the  bar« 
vacks.  The  expence  bad  exceeded  all  reafonaMe  compu- 
tfltien;  and  deferved  the  ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe ;  the 
tx.tsnt  of  the  charge  did  not  at  all  correfpond  with  the  ex- 
l^dieats  ftated  to  have  been  reforted  to  for  the  purpofes  of 
public  economv.  and  if  fome  iatisfa£kory  explanation  were 
OQtgivQii»he  mould  think  it  right  to  fubmit  the  abufes 
which  had  pirevailed  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe. 

The  Se^rttary  m  War  faid,  among  the  more  weighty 
ehargca  on  the  barrack  eftablifhpenc  was  the  confirufiion  of 
barracks  on  the  coaft ;  and  it  wa9  conceived  tl^at,  this  mea- 
lare^  on  a  variqty  of  accounts,  would  fave  a  very  confider- 
able  expence  in  edjacent  encanapments.  It  is  rather  pre* 
matiure  to  give  any  decifive  opinion  on  the  total  charge  in 
tbia  imporunt  aad  nece0ary.fervice»  as  the  accounts  are 
not  yet  made  up^  by  which  that  opinion  mufl  be  guided. 
-With  regard  to  the  execution  of  the  wprk?,  if  the  right 
hoAii  O^tlemsijri  entertains  any  dogbts  on  that  fubje£l,  it 
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would  be  candid  if  he  woufd  advert  to  fome  particulars  from 
which  thofe  doubts  originate  i  he  confefled  he  had  undcifiood 
nothing  of  the  kind  from  the  Barrack  Office,  and  he  truiled 
jtbat  the  hoh.  Genlleman,  on   further  inquiryi  would  dif- 
cover  there  was  no  juft  ground  of  complaint.     The  pay- 
ments in  that  departnient  were  conduced  with  the  greateft 
regularity,  at  the  fame  time  fccurlng  the  intereft  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  providing  for  the  exigencies  of  the  contrafler^  The 
terms  on  which  the  engagements  arc  made,  admit  the  latter 
to  the  benefit  of  inftalments,  and  heisalfo  entitJed  to  money 
on  account,  in  the  progrefs  of  his  undertaking;  but  12  per 
cent,  is  rttained  until  the  conclufion  of  the  buiinefs,  to  ap- 
ply to  any  defeft  that  may  be  difcovered  either  in  the  quan- 
tity of  the  materials,  or  the  ftruflure  of  the  edifire-     No 
payment  is  made  excepting  it  be  a'lthorized  by  a  ceitifirate 
of  the  officefs  appointed  to  furvey  the  buildings,  and  bad 
materials  arc    ordered   to  be   removed,   and  unfubftantial 
ereftions  to  be  pulled  down.     No  day*- work  is  charged  it  a 
fixed  price,  but  the  price  is  regulaed  by  the  rate  oTl^ib^^ur 
paid  in  the  refpeftive  counties  where  the  fervicc  is  per- 
formed.    With  thefe  precautions,  it  is  not  pofSble  to  fup« 
pofe  much  negled  can  arife,  or  that  the  public  money  ii 
employed  without  a  correfponding  advantage  from  its  ap* 
plication. 

Colonel  Craufurd  iigniiied  that  he  (hould  on  fome  futort 
day  take  an  opportunity  of  expofing  the  negkiS  of  Minir- 
ters  in  every  branch  of  the  expenditure  for  miliurj 
purpofes. 

Air.  IV.  Smith  lamented  the  magnitude  of  the  burthen  m 
the  barrack  department,  and  con fidered  that,  contrary  Co 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  dated,  the  piefcnt  plan 
was  fubje6l  to  objedions,  both  on  account  of  the  public  and 
the  individual.  He  would  mention  a  fingle  faO,  by  which 
it  would  appear  the  intereft  of  the  laft  was  not  verv  fedu- 
loully  confuitcd.  A  fmall  contractor  delivered  in  his  ac^^ 
count,  and  was  furprifed  to  find  a  grofs  dedudion  made  ia 
if.  He  applied  to  the  BarraCk-office  to  be  informed  of  iKe 
particular  items  to  which  the  dedudion  referred  ;  it  was  in 
vain  that  he  refnonftrated  ;  he  could  obtain  no  explanatioOf 
and  he  was  at  laft  told,  that  if  he  would  not  take  the  amount 
thus  reduced,  he  might  bring  his  aAioo.  Although  the 
dedudion  exceeded  the  amount  of  his  profit,  yet  (he  wliole 
affair  was  fo  fmall  that  he  could  obtaih  no  redrcfs  bv  bring- 
ing an  adion  at  the  expence  of  501.  or  60K-  'J  he  boa. 
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Member  was  of  opinion,  that  the  large  difcretionary  powers 
given  to  the  principal  barrack-officers,  was  neither  con- 
fiftent  with  public  policy  ur  private  convenience;  but  at 
leail  it  would  be  expefted,  where  they  have  fuch  extenfive 
confidence  repofed,  that  they  would  ufe  it  with  fome  niode- 
tation,  and  not  only  avoid  injuftlce,  but  "the  appearance  of 
It,  bv  explaining  to  a  creditor  their  objedion  io  his  claim. 
•  The' Secretary  at  If'ar  cxplairred,  that  the  general  charac- 
ter of  the  officers  to  whom  the  barrack  depaitnient  was  af- 
figned,  would  incline  him  to  avoid  haflily  concluding  that 
they  wert  culpable  in  the  particular  to  which  Ihe  hon.  Gen- 
tleman adverted,  itll  the  correfted  accounts  he  had  feen 
in  the  courfe  of  his  official  duties,  had  the  ground  of  objec- 
tion ftated  On  the 'face  of  the  account  againft  the  item  to 
which  it  applied.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  privately 
communicate  the  circumftance  of  the  grievance  to  which, 
he  adverted,  the  matter  fhould  be  examined,  and  any  juft 
ground  of  complaint  Ihould  be  immediately  removed. 

I'he  following"  refolotions  on  the  amounts  to  be  devoted 
to  particular  fcrvices  were  then  put  and  agreed  to  : — 
For  Supernumerary  Officers         -         -         t         ;^.*  36,464 
Incrcafed  rates  of  fubfiftcnce  to  Soldiers  and  Inn- 

'  keepers-        -- 455,464 

Britifti  Officers  on  Half-pay         -         -  -         i  89,268 

Chelfea  Hufpital      ^  -  -         .         -         -         245,000 

Reduced  Haif-pay  Officers  on  the  Britifti  Efta- 

biifhment         .  -  .         -  .         5,665 

Militia  Officers^     -         -  .         -         -         •    .    5o,000 

Chelfea  Penfit)ners,  in  and  out  i.         -         .     245,045 

Barracks  for  Ireland  -  -  -  -  ^  46J,80l 
Hofpitals  -*-----.  22,500 
Volunteer  Cavalry  •         -         .         -         -     500,000 

Further  charge  fur  Volunteer  Corps  -         -"    570,000 

Foreigrj  Corps  -..-..  582,216 
Military  College  ----*•  J  1,282 
Military  Afylum       -  -  -  -         •.       -        32,600 

Augmentation  of  the  Militarv  Forces  in  Ireland  200,000 
Garrifon  Service  in  the  Weft  Indies  -  '  8,8^0 

Barrack  Department  of  Great  Britain  -         2,182,932 

Recruiting  -  ^  -  -  9b, 625 

Increafe  for, the  CommiflTiry  General  of  Stores 

(notufually  in  ihc  Jvftimate)  -  -  .     330,0.00 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  tliat  the  excefe 

laft  year  in  the  extraordinaries  of  th^  army  would  not  ap* 
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pear,  under  the  exifting  circumftance^  at  all  ezfraTagant, 
iivhen  be  {la^tr4  it  (>e  339,OOOL    He  then  moved,  that  it  i* 
the  opinion  of  this  Camnitttee^  that  therebe  appUiBd  to  the 
extraordinary  espences  of  the  army  ^r  Use  jear  <it&04  : 
In  Gr^t  Bciuin  >  -  ^        £*  1,400^000 

In  IreUod  t  -^  ^       ,      -  GOOyOOO 

£xpeD(;^s  of  the  JeOrnalB  of  the  Houfis^  and  otbfi 

.  incideittaJchacges.  ^        -  v  «       •      S3»643 

Alien  Offices  -  •  *.        .    ^     .       «,6S7 

Hepaiia  of  Military  Roads  in  North  Britain       •        bfiO^ 

Board  of  Agricuitinre  *  -  •        w     ^OOO 

Extcaoi'dlMtry  £xpences  of  Profccutio09<       •         »     3t30» 

CivU  |:ft^lsihmeat  in  Canada        «        -  «•        8,0KI 

in  Nova  Sgcftia  •«>  •        7fi6S 

in  Neiar  Bruhfwick  ^  4,660 

in  Prince  £<iward's  liland     «        2,800 

m  Cape  Breton  *        -*        2,040 

io  Newfoundland         «        «         lill^^ 

in  Bermuda        .        «.         ^  580 

in  Dominica  •  »  60O 

in  Navr  Soutti  Wales      ^         10,06» 

Improvemenlatn  the  ttro  Houfen  of  Parliaments 

and  in  the  Speaker's  Honfe         ^  «       -*        •     12,S45 
Public  Record  Offices  *  -  -  7^1^ 

Repairs  in  tiie.  Klng^s  Beach  Frifoa        ^  «>       8,610* 

For  the  Laearetto  iti  Kent,  under  the  aft  «         30|00(> 

Thrle  reibluc^tohs-beifig  put  and  agreed  to. 
The  Chanceilor.  of  thfi  Exchequer  again  rofioM-Tlit  ontf 
reniaininB  refolotton  I  ihatl  f|ow  fabtnit  ta  the  attention  <k 
the  Committee,  relates  to  wbat  has  beefe  called  Ihe  Cale^ 
donian  CanaU  intended  to  connedk  the  eaflem  and  weftem 
feas  by  Inverqefs  to  Fort  WiUiam,  for  whick  the  fum  of 
25,0001,  has,  been  already  granted.  It  wiH  be  immediately 
leen  that  Uits  is  a  concern  of  too  noich  magnitude  to  be  un- 
dertaken by  individual.  This  vaft  jnterfedti^n  of  the  coun- 
try is  not  to  be  on  the  contr^ded  plan  of  ordinary  cantos 
ifor  inJand  navigadon ;  it  is  intended  to  he  conduced  on  a 
fuperior  fcate,  and  to  admit  the  paffiige  of  fr^afe^  of  32 
guns.  There  are  many  local  cooftderations  conrreAcd  wHh 
this  fubjed,  which  (hould  not  efcape  the  attention  of  the 
Committee.  In  the  year  1801,  the  Lords  ConHDiilioners 
of  the  Treafury  direAed  a  f^jrvey  to  be  taken  of  that  past 
of  the  Highlands.  The  fpring  and- en&ing  fummer  were 
employed  on  this  duty.    During  tlie  laft  fieffion  the  report 
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was  nude^  and  the  Uoufe  in  confequence  adopted  the  mea- 
fure.  CoikimifiioneTS.  were  then  under  the  faaie  authority 
appointed^  wiiapurfued  their  inqahies  whH  greae  diligence 
and  abitity»  anc^  they  were  aiifted  by  a  geiuliemaif  p^rte6tly 
converfant  ici  undertakings  of  this  kind,  from  whont  they 
derired  the  moft  valuable  infocoution.-  The  rep^>ft  was 
directed  to  two  pdncipal  t»bjeds ;  theamportsmce^  ttnd  the 
praAicabtlity  of  the  work.  The  expeooB  Waft  tlated  at 
from  4  to  bOOfiOOl.  The  zealof  the  country  Iva^  been  fo 
greaCio  forward  ti»cprojed».that  in  oialiy  iniiattces  the  land 
foe  the  canal  has  been  offered  free  of  aU  eX!pcnc6.  Among 
the  motives,  I  nnuft  oot^imit  to  notice  the  confiderable  emi'* 
grations  from  the  Highlands^  which  this  imprpvemtnf  is 
calculated  to  prevent.  I  beg  it  may  not  be  ibppofed  tnat 
this  emigration  is  in  any  degree  to  be  attributed  to  the  ne«- 
%lc&  of  the  great  landed  proprietor^.  A  variety  of  caufes 
have  conduced  to  incline  tiie.Highlaildcrs  to  aba^rdon  tlicir 
native  foil,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Government,  Is  much  as 
poilible,  to  remove  thefe,  that  this  gallant  and  valuable 
body  of  men  may  be  difpofed  to  liften  to  the  di<9aies  of 
their  own  patriotic  teeiin|s.  This,  great  national  work  will 
provide  employment  for  a  great.numher  of  rhe  people  of 
tbatcopntry,  and  it  is  expededchat  the  bleflings  of  com- 
m^ree  and  of  the  arts  will  emanate  from  ihe  i%tBfe  fpring, 
and  diffuie  not  only  the  means  of  bate  fobMence,  bixt  the 
comforts,  convenieneiesr  and  luxuries  of  lile.  I  ihink  I 
fliould  detain  the  Hoafe  impropeHy,  were  I  to  dwell  longer 
on  tl)e  importance  of  this  meafur e.  I  (ball  tberefiMx:  con- 
cMe  With  moving^  thai  50,O0Ol<  be  granted  to  promote  Ihe 
inland  navigation  of  Sct>tiand,  by  a  canal  pailuig  Inverueia 
and  Fori  Williaa^  and  conoe^ng  the  eaOern  and  Weftern 
feas..  . 

The  refi^IutioA  being  agreed  to,  the  Houfe  Waa  reitimed^ 
and  on.tlie  motion  being  put  from  the  chair,  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Supply  was  ordered  to  >e  received  the 
next  day. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  notiee,  that  he 
would  move,  on  Monday  fe'oniahtr  that  the  report  of  his 
Majeily's  civil  lid  be  referied  to  the  Committee  of  Supply.  . 

Mr.  Vanlittart  brought  up  various  accounts,  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

f  he  accouBts  of  the  exports  and  imports,  prefented  by 
Mr.  Irving,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  (landing  orders  were  then  read,  and  the  Houfe  ad- 
journed. 

4  R  2  HOUSE 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

SATURDAY,     APRIL    2S. 

Mr;  Corry  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  to 
\f  hich  the  petition  for  the  fale  of  the  Archbilhop  of  Dub- 
lin's palace  had  been  refciicd.  Referred  to  a  Conamiilee 
of  thfc  whole  Houfe  on  Monday. 

A  petition  was  pre  Tented  from  the  debtors  confined  in 
Dorchefter  gaolj  praying  rclich  Ordeied  to  he  on  the 
table. 

,  Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  reports  of  the  Committees 
of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means.  The  rcfolutions  were  le- 
verally  agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered  accordingly. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Yoike,  the  militia  offi- 
cers' completion  bill  was  read  a  third  time»  and  pafled. 

Adjoumed  till  Monday. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

MONDAY,  APRll*   iO» 

'  Two  bills  were  brought  up  from  the  Commons,  and  read 
a  firft  time. 

Earl  Spencer  moved  for  an  addiefs  to  hij>  Majefty,  for  the 
produflion  of  the  dalesof  the  dilpatches  fuiwaidcd  l>)  Go- 
vernment to  the  Govtinor  if  S(.  Helena,  prior  to  and  fuc- 
ceeding  the  date  of  his  Majcftv*s  nKlIdge  ot  the  8ih  March. 
Lord  Hobart  luggtllcd  that  the  utual  ni(;de  ot  moving 
for  papers  would  be  the  moie  proper,  which  was,  liiat  the 

f proper  officer  be  ordered  to  lay  before  the  Houle,  &c.  To 
uch  a  motion  he  had  no  objef^ion.  i  he  noble  EaiUhapcd 
his  motion  accoiding  to  the  luggcUioh,  and  it  wasagieed 
to. 

DFFENCE    OP    THt:    COUNTRY. 

Lord Hmvk  Jb'jryy  picvious  to  the  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  ihcir  U  idli  ips  to  be  funjmoned  on  the  notxe  of 
the  motion  reipefti^  g  ih  -.  Itjie  of  the  dctence  of  tne  coun- 
try, role  and  icqueitcd  that  the  noble  Maiquis  would  con- 
fent  to  poftpor.c.lhe  motion  lor  a  few  days.  1  he  reafons 
which  had  induced  him  on  the  pait  of  his  Mujtfty's  Go- 
vernment to  m.ike  this  rtqueil  were  of  lb  peculiar  a  nature, 
that  his  duly  would  nui  pcinyt  him  to  ilate  to  the  Houfc 

more 


Digitized  by 


Google 


N 


A»tiL  30J  DEFENCE  OF  THE  COUNTRY.  677 

more  fullv  the  grounds  of  them.  He  could  however  aflure 
tht;  H  Kile,  that  they  were  fuch  as  to  authorize  him  in  mak- 
ing the  icquclL  ^ 

I'nc  Mai  [uis  of  Stafford,  Conceived  the  noble  Secretarv  of 
Stale  wuuiv;  iuii  Have  moved  the  poftponement  of  a  motion 
which  w  sot  the  utmoll  impoiiance  to  the  country,  uniefs 
he  hid  louie  very  lutfitient  leaion^  to  adduce.  It  was  far 
from  bis*wilh  to  picfs  ihe  motion  on  that  day  , 

Lord  Grcnville  declaieJ,  that  it  would  have  afforded  him 
more  lati>ra6li.»n,  if  the  noble  Secretary  of  Stale  had  com- 
municated 10  lac  Houfe  the  nature  of  thofe  cii'cumfl'ances 
whicii  i'lduced  him  to  requeft  of  his  noble  Friend  to  poft- 
^ui]c  the  motion  he  i.i tended  bring  forward  on  that  day* 
On  luch  impoitant  and  delicate  occalions,  it  was  ufual  for 
peilt)ns  Itanding  in  iiie  fiiuation  of  the  nobie  Lord  to  be 
more  exp.icit.  It  the  delay  folicited  was  for  the  purpofe 
of  luiaag  iiii  piiticular  convenience,  although,  that  cer- 
tainly was  not  fuch  a  ground  tor  deferring  the  motion  of 
his  noble  biicnd  as  could  be  itatcd  to  be  a  very  ftrong 
one,  y<»*t  he  for  one  was  not  inclined  to  refufe  any  reafona- 
^blc  accoramodati  m  to  the  n.>ble  Lord;  but  if  the'rearon$ 
which  induced  the  noble  Secretary  ot  State  to  call  for  the 
delay  of  a  few  days,  rcfted  upon  higlur  confidcrations,  it 
woulQ  be  better  that  their  Lordlhips  ihoulJ  know  that  fuch 
.  was  the  faft.  Let  thofe  grounds  be  explicitly  ftated,  let  it 
be  fairly  avowed  that  fuch  were  the  motives  that  have  ope- 
rated to  rcquelt  this  poftponemcnt,  and  he  was  perfuaded, 
that  nothing  would  appear  0:1  the  par^  of  oppofition  to  im- 
pede his  Majelty's  paternal  etFi)rts  to  appoint  fuch  an  Ad- 
miniitratioii  as  would  beft  provide  for  the  honour,  the  in- 
terelts,  and  the  r^eurity  of  tlie  Hate  He  would  not  op- 
pole  the  poltponement  of  his  noble  Friend's  motion  for  a 
few  days ;  and  as  he  thought  the  noble  Lord  incapable  of 
trifling  with  the  feelings  of  the  Houie,  or  the  feelings  of 
the  country,  he  would  nt)t  only  concur  in  his  loqueft,  but 
propofe  that  their  Lordlhips  ihould  adjourn  to  that  particu- 
lar day  to  which  his  noble  Fiiead  was  rei^uefted  to  defer 
his  motion. 

Lad  Hawkfjbury  thought  th?it,  after  having  ftated  that  pe- 
culiar ciicumiiances  ex i (ted,  which  rendeicJ  it  Highly  ad- 
vifabic  tiiat  tiie  noble  Marquis  ihould  defer  his  motion  to  a 
future  day,  »t  was  not  very  canaid  on  the  part  kS  any  no- 
ble Lord,  coniidcring  the  litua  ion  in  which  tie  (lood,  to 
call  on.  him  for  an  explanation  of  thofe  circumlUjces.  He 
would  (late  again  to  their  Lordlhips,  and  he  would  ftate  it 
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not  only  upon  his  official  credit,  but  upon  his  charader  as 
amaiiy  that  the  circumftances  he  alluded  to  were  neither 
light  nor  trivial,  but  weighing  fufficiently  upon  his  n:iind  to 
induce  him  to  make  the  application  he  did  to  thie  noble 
Marqujs.  He  could  not  concur  with  tte  noble  Baron  as  to 
the  propriety  of  an  adjournment ;  he  faw  no  neceflkj  for 
It.  There  was  nothrng  in  the  ftate  of  the  country,  or  of 
public  aflFairs,  to  juftify  fuch-  a  meafure ;  on  the  contrary. 
It  would  be  productive  of  extreme  inconvenience,  Oiuald 
the  whole  courfe  of  public  bufin^fs  be  (lopped,  as  it  moft 
certainly  would  be,  if  the  propofition  of  the  noble  Baron 
were  adopted.  He  had  laid  every  thing  that  he  thought 
neceflary,  upon  every  confideration  of  public  prudence,  to 
induce  the  noble  Marquis  to  poftpone  his  motion ;  if  he 
ihould  not  fucceed,  it  would  be  the  fubjed  of  regret  to. 
him>  &nd  in  th^t  alternative,  he  would  not  hefitate  to  meet 
the4iobte  Marquis,  and  to  enter  fully  upon  the  fubjefi. 

Tht£ art  of  Carlifie  wifhed  that  the  noble  Secretary  had 
fpokeo  more  plainly  and  explicitly,  as  to  what,  his  reafoos 
were  for  requefting  his  noble  Itelative  to  poftpone  his  mo- 
tiori.  Ht  knew  but  one  circumftance  which  oupht  to  weigh 
with  the  noble  Marquis,  and  the  reft  of  their  Lordfhips,  tp 
catifo'  the  poftponement  of  the  great  queftion  that  it  was 
intended  to  fubmit  to  them ;  ax^ircumftance  which  be  was 
perfuaded  would  fend  every  noble  Lord,  and  every  man  in 
the>  Houie,  home  contented  and  rejoiced,  and  that  was, 
t)ie  certainty  thait  his  Majefty's  Mintfters  were  to  retire 
from  Uie  fituations  ttiey  ^lled  st  preFent.  He  was  in- 
cUned  to  take  tiie  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  the  motion  of 
his  noble  Friend. 

Lord  Hawktjbury  Remarked,  that  as  the  noble  Marquis 
bad  not  in  faft  made  any  motion,  it  was  competent  to  him 
either  to  poftpone  or  dilcharge  the  notice  of  the  motion  he 
bad  given. 

Eari  FitzwU/iam  coincided  in  opinion  wFth  the  Earl  of 
Carlifle,  and  wiihed  for  feme  fpeclfic  declaratiod  on  the 
part  of  Minifters* 

The  Lord  ChanceUor, ohjcGtcd  to  the  motion  of  the  noble 
Lord  {Grenvillc)  for  the  Hodfe  to  adjoiirn,  on  the  ground 
that  private  bufmefs  would  be  much  inconvenienced.  It  ^as 
alfo  neceflary,  that  their  Lordfhips  ihould  fit  for  the  purpofe 
of  paffing  money  bills  ;  there  were  other  bills  U(iconne£led 
with  the  fubjf 6k  of  the  noble  Marquis  s  motion,  which  it  was 
highly  neceflary  (liould  be  expedited,  and  on  which  their 
Lordfliips  could  entertain  no  difference  of  opinion.    On  thefe 
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S [rounds,  from  a  fcnfc  of  duty  to  his  country,  as  well   as  ar 
enfe  of  duty  to  bis  King,  be  would  oppofe  the  moMoBoftbe 
nobfe  Lord. 

Lord  Hafrtnvhy  fupportcd  the  opinions  of  the  noble  Lord 
(Grenville)  with  rcfpcd  to  the  neccffity  qf  difcuffiug  the  no^ 
ble  Marquis's  motion  ;  and  thought  his  Majefiy's  MinifterS 
fhould  have  diftinAly  dated  the  circumfiances  which  In^  tl|flnfi 
to  requcft  the  delay.  , 

Lord  Melville  trufted  that  (hould  it  be  the  pleafum  of  the 
Houfc  to  confcnt  to  the  noble  Secretary's  requcft,  and.  the 
noble  Marquis  in  courfe  poftpoiie  his  motion,  wu)kmM  an  od«« 
journment,  that  no  bufinefs,  on  which  any  difference  of  opW 
nion  could  arife,  would  be  brought  forward. , 

The  Marquis  0/  Jbir^orn  admitted  it  to  be  tb^  pcivitege  of 
noble  Lords  to  OKike  motions  whenever  they  thought  pcoper  ;- 
the  noble  Lord  oppodte  (Grenville)  was  in  the  habit  of  noC 
only  making  motions,  but  alfo  of  forcing  ihore  of  hik  noble 
iiriends  upon  the  Houle :  for  his  part  he  (as  no  douiit  ffMAy 
other  noble  Lords  had^done  on.  the  preftsm.  QccafuMi)  camei 
up  from  the  country  to  attehd  the. noble  Marquis's  niotion  ^1 
but  the  reaibns  which  had  Wn  adduced  by  the  noblr  8eo#eK 
tary  were  Tufficient  to  fatisfy  his  mind  for  ttK  poftpoHetneiit^ 
and  he  (hould  vote  againft  the  adjourumcnt. 

LordGnnvilli  wiihed  Mintftersto  inforo).  the  Hedfe  Id^ 
what  day  in  panicular  tltey  dcGred  his  noble  Friend's  mo* 
lion  (hould  ftaud  over.    If  it  was  for  a  \onigit  period  diam 
tliree  or  four  days,  he  .Oiould  moil  ftrongly  .oppofe  the  dehy;. 
Their  Lordfbips  had  been  fummoned  for  that  day,  and  "te 
conCdered  it  as  difrefpedful  on  the  part  of  Min^ers'to  defire^ 
the  poftponementt  and  .  that  merely  on  the  fuggefticrn  of  a 
noble  Lord,  unfupported  by  any  fubftantial  ground  whamiev*^ 
A  noble  and  learned  Lord  hadilated,  that  if  (he  Houfe  fliontd 
adjourn,  much  inconvenience  would  accrue  to  private  Midivi-^' 
duals.    Howevtr  |rue  that  might  be,  he  thought  bis  Majefty's 
Minider^  were  Jx)und  to  pledge  themfelves  to  the  Houfe,  thaf 
no  bufinefs  of  a  public  nature^  on  which  any  drSerence  of' 
opinion  could  arife,  (hould  be  brought  forward  during  the 
«^lay^  if  theic  Lord(bips  (hould  confent  to  that  delay  ;  aixt  if' 
on  the  prefent  occafion  the  noble  Secretary  ]«f«fed  to  giiw^ 
the  reafons  for  poflponing  his  noble  friend's  motion,  he  (hdttld 
at  leaft  give  a  pledge,  that  on  a  future  oocafion  thofe  reafons^ 
ihould  ^  openly  and  fairly  ftated*    On  no  other  grounds 
could  he  give  his  confent  to  the  delay; 

Lord  Heiwhtfbury  remarked  that  this  was  the  firfi  time*  and 
a  melancholy  pi^re  indeed  it  afforded  of  the  times,  that  a 
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fadion  wa^fo  Orenuous  in  piefling  a  motion  upon  the  Hnufc, 
(A  hud  cry  of  hear!  hear  '  from  the  ^pfojittfide  ^  the  Houjt.) 
When  any   noble  Lord   had  pledged  the  rt(ponlibiI»ty  p<    \\\% 
fituation,  which  he  did  not  mean  to  ufge^  foaiuch  astl.cpltd^c 
whkhhehad  juft  given  of  the  ci edit  <iuelo  his  private  cha- 
rafter,  that  at   prelent,  the  realons  which    operated  with   his 
Majefty's  Miniftcrs  to  requcft    rhe  dtlay,  would  hcitafrer  be 
explained  fatist  ftorily    lo  theHouTe;   he  conceived,  tuch   a 
pledge  in  honoui  Ihould   he  con(*idci*fd  a&  hi  ruling,  and  there* 
fore  he   was  ill  prepared  roexpcft  luch  ;in  npp'.fition,  when  in 
candourand  iiberalttv  tie  had  a  n^hi  torhe  indulgence  of  the 
Houfe.     He  could  not  fee  any  good  grounds  for  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  therefore  ihould  oppole  it. 

.  Lwd  Mulgravi  hoptd  that  his  Mjjcftv's  Minifters  did  not 
mean  *^  to  keep  the  word  of  promife  Xo  the  car,  and  break  it  to 
the  hope."  The  noble  Lord  was  of  opinion,  that  afrer  lucTi  a 
length  of  time  had  elapfed  fince  the  notice  of  the  motion  in-* 
tended  to  be  made  by  the  noble  Marquis,  no  public  buiinefs 
ibould  have  a  prior  difcuflion.  He  was  fuiprifcd  to  hear  the 
noble  Secretary  attach  the  nameof  **  fadtion"  to  any  of  their 
Lordfliips.  He  would  sflc  why  thofe  noble  Lords  who  op- 
pofed  the  delay,  were  denominated  a  faftion  ?  For  this  uafon, 
Dccaufc' they  oppofed,  wul  would  not  give  in  to  a  fallacy,  (a 
kttd'ery  of  hear  !  hear  1 J  h^c^xxk  they  were  not  inclin^  to 
give  credit  toa  bare  aflcitiori^'  made  in  gentle  and  mild  terms 
by  the  noble  and  candid  S6<»ietary,  (hear I  hear!) — Unlefg 
]ViinHlers  would  pledge  themfelves  that  the  noble  Ma>auis's 
motion  ihould  have^he  piiority  of  all  other  public  bufineu,  he 
ihould  oppofe  the  delay. 

After  fome  explanation  between  Lords  Hawkesbury  and 
Gi'enville, 

The  Marquis  of  Stafford  propofed  that  his  motion  ihould 
ftand  for  Friday^ 

The  Eurl  of  Carhfle  objefttd  to  the  delavy  uolefs  Minifters 
would  pledge  themfelves  to  ft  ate  the  grounds  of  the  appli- 
cation on  fome  future  day.    . 

Lord  Hawkijiury  couli^  not  con  fen  t  to  enter  into  any  fuch 
engagement  for  the  reafons  be  had  already  adv^j^ced,  namely, 
that^it  would  be  incompatible  with  his  public  duty. 

Some  further  converfation  enfucd,  and  at  length^  the  Mar- 
quis of  Stafford's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Their  Lord(hips  were  ordeitd  to  be  fummoned  for  Fridav, 

Lord  Hobirt  gave  notice  of  a  motion  that  he  intended 
to  fuhmit  to^their  Lordfliips  on  ^yednefdav,  on  which  he 
was  fatisfied  no  difference  qf  opinion  could  pievail.     It  was 
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for  sm  acknowledgment  of  the  fervices  perfoNiied  by  thofe 
iQWtorlojus  officers  who  figna]iKed  themiVlv^s  in  the  late 
trantafkions  in  Ii)di^>  which  had  Contributed  fo  eflentially  to 
the  glory  and  honour  of  this  couutry. 

Locd  Grenviile  agreed  in  opinion  with  the  noble  Lord, 
and  their  Lord(hips  were  oidered  to  be  fumaioQcU  lor  that, 
day*— The  Houfc  then  a<ijourncd 


HOUSE  OF    COMMONS, 

MONDAY,  APRIL  ^O. 

Mr,  Serjeant  Beft  brouj»ht  up  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain incumbents  jn  the  City  of  London.  Read  a  firft  time, 
and  orciertd  for  a  fecond  reading. 

Mr  Hawkins  Browne  brought  up  a  bill  for  making  and 
maintaining  a  navigable  canal  between  Invernc's  and  Fort 
William  in  Scotland.     Read  a  fii (I  time. 

Mr.  Henry  Larcclles  brought  up  a  bill  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  W(  ollen  cloth  manufadurc  in  the  cointy  of 
York  ;  which  after  a  few"  bhfervations  from  Mr.  H.  Laf- 
celles,  Mr.  Wilberforoe,  >atid  Mr.  Brooke,  was  read  a  firft 
time,  and  ordered  for  d  fecond*  reading. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exyhcqutr  moyed,  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  Hoofe  an  cftimate  of  the  probable  anno.i1  pro- 
duce of  the  contributions  on  profits  arifing  from  propcitv, 
trades,  and  offices,  fo  far  as  the  fame  can  be  ipadc  out  Or^ 
dcred.  A  perfon  from  the  Treafury  then  prefented  the  ac* 
count  at  the  bar.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  10  be 
printed.  '  . 

Mr.  Dillon,  in  cnnfuleration  of  the  paramount  inipotan.c 
of  the  bufincfs  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequei  was 
r^  bring  forward  that  day,  port  pined  his  motion  relative  to 
the  exemption  of  Gnholi.s  in  the  Irifli  militia  regiments  that 
had  volunteered  their  feivices  ro  this  country,. from  the  pe* 
nahies  of  the  (\.itutc  of  Geo.  1.  to  Thutfdav. 

Lord  Caftlcreagh  ptcfcnte^l  accounts  of  the  da^es  of  tliC 
tVfpatches  fcnt  by  his  Mijefty's  Mimfters  to  the  different  pre* 
ll(J:  ncies  in  India.     Oidercd  to  lie  on  the  table  an<l  to  be 

piiraed. 

L  >rd  Caftlerengh  then  gave  notice,  that  he  fhoutd  oil 
"Wednefday  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  late  htiU 
liant  fuccefles  of  the  BntiQi  lfn>s  in  ludia. 

Voi..IL  1803.4.  4S  Mr. 
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Mr.  Secretary  Yorkp  morcd,  tKat  (he^order  of  the  <tay  fof 
thcftifthct  cbtiffdtrilioii  of  the  L<5r^$  ameridmcrltf  fa  flic 
Volunteer  tbrpr  bilt  be  put  off  to  Wcdhcfday. '  Ordered.  T  V 

Mr.  Foftcr  moved,  that  the  petition  of  the  lirtcn  ipana- 
fiftatirert,  8cc,  of  Ireland  be  referred'  to  a  Commictcc  of  the 
whole  Houfe  the  next  day.    Ordered* 

Mt. '  Poftcr  brought  up  a  bill  to  provide  that  tertiin  pu1>n& 
^iccqtints  for  Ireland,  be  laid  befott  the  l^oufe  innualty,  prc- 
vto6s  tbacert^iijitlarte.  Utad  a  fir{|  time ;  to  be  read  a  fccond 
time  thi(  next  ^ay.  '         ' 

BUOCET. 

On'f^e  motion  of  the  ChaDceTlor  of  the  Ejccbeguer,  the 
Houfe  went  into  a  Cgmnjittec  to  conQder  further  of  ways  and 
means  for  raifing  thcTupply  granted  to  his  Majcfty,  and  ihe 
accounts  of  the  prcxiuce  of  the  cxcifcy  cufloros,  and  war  taxes, 
prefented  to  the  Mouf^;  this  leflion,  were  referred  to  the  faxd 
pommittee. 

^  't ht  C/kattciilir  0f /he  ^^xcifquer^ hegM  by  calling  the. at- 
lebiiorf  of  the  Committee  to  the  iy  ftem\which  had  ^een  pro- 
jSofed  la^  year,  and  which  had  appeared  to  meet  wiih  thege:<» 
oeral  a|>prpbation  of  the  lloute,  namely,  that  of  raitlog^a 
very  larg!9  proportion, o|f  fh^'  fuppiies  for  the  public  llrvice 
wlthfn!ne,year;1jy  gie'ins  of  «(K?r;/^;rfx.  This  fyi^cm  had 
not  only  beeii  altended  wnh  .the  beneficial  confequences  that 
Had^eettpartlcul^rty  pointed  out  at  the  fime  it  was  adppicdt 
))Ut  had  beett  produ£live  of  otl^er  advantages  of  confiderable 
importaoce.  '  It^  had  tended  materially  to  (ipflen  the  prefure 
^bkli  had  fallen  upon  the  commerce  of  the  cognlrv,  {q  coa*: 
fe^uiiice  of  tlie  renewal  of  war*  by  preventing  lo  large  a 
poftion  of  the  commercial  capftal  of  tne  counirv,  as  would 
other wKe  have  been  necelTary,  from  being  applied  to  the  pubr 
l^c  fervtce  by  way  'of  loan,  ^ome  embarrafTment  l\ad»  ia- 
deed,  been  experienced,  but  he  hoped  It  w^s  now  nearly  fur* 
ixiountedy  and  furmounted  without  any  public  interference 
or  afliuaoce.  ^  lii  a  former  inflance  fuch  afliflance  had  been 
/ouft(f  neceif^ryy  and  had  been  wifely  granted  by  the  Legfla- 
iure;  but  the  repetition  pf  fiich  an  interference  in  commer- 
.<:ial  tranfa^jtions,  was  a  proceeding.  To  contrary  to  the  true 
principles  of  trade,  that  it  was  in  the  higheft  degree  fatisfac- 
rtory  to  find,  that  it  had  now  been  avoid«i  by  the  exertion  of 
.the  ikUU  .the  capital,  and  the  refourcesj  of  the  commercial 
body,  tn  his  ftatement  laft  ye^Ti  having  aflumed  that  the 
.  Britifh  proportion  of  the  expcnces  of  the  war  mighi  be  taken 
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were  jfaifed  by  war  ta xcV»  ior  ajdittiioot  Jo. thp  Qidjnary  rjcv/enuc^ 
oftheftatc,  not^yrc  ihj^o  iSyOoo^poql.  WQi^ld  re^in  t9^.(>e. 
})rpvidedb^  wayaf  lo^n ;  and,  as  the  ampusU  of  ttie  tiD-k^^ 
fiihd  exceeded  that  Tumi  the  total  of  the  pu^]ic,4elit  ,Wqu|4  i>9. 
XMhcT  diminiflied  thap  iocxearodia.  the  cpi^dc  of  tliejiQ^r. 
I[\.  order  to  enfure  a  net  annual  adduioii  of  ip^qp^^Ql. 
be  hail  thought  it  hh  duty  to  propofe  tsM(e$  which,  b^  had 
fiated  as  likely  to  produce  I2^  millions;  naoiely,  SyOOOyOool* 
by  additional  cuftom  ^nd  e^^cife  duties  and  49500  oooK 
^y  a  direct  tax.  upon,  property.  By  the  proceedings  which 
took  place  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  diminution  wa;$  oc- 
cafioned  which  he  had  eftimafed  at  about  i,2oo^pooIr  caufeS 
by  ii  fufpenuon  of  part  of  the  excife  on  wine>  and  by  various 
exemptions  and  abaieihents  introduced  into.the  duly  op  pro- 
perty. He  had  now  the  fatisfafiipn  of  Rating,  that  the  net; 
produce  of  the  additional  cuftoins  ai^d  ^xcjfe,  in  the  fir{t  half 
year  of  their  colleAion,  ending  ihe5|th  of  January  j8p4».  had 
been  292^1^000!.;  to  which  fumt  adding  the.  ampuiU,p(  ifiii 
duties  charged  and  outflanding  on  <he5ih  of  January  ^9o4^ 
the  toCaf  would  be  no  lets  than  ^4,389,0001  i^  at  which'  r^te^ 
the  yearly  produce  would  a|;nonnt  to  8j77^aPOoI..!  But  as  li^ 
this  fum  the  duty  on  the  (lock  in  hand  ot  wine  and  in^lt  was 
included,  and  as  a  part  of  the  foreign  fpirits  char£(id  with 
duty  might  be  exported  and  receive  drawback,  h^  Ihoiild 
think  it  neceflarjf  to  reduce  his  eflimatc  of  their  futtire  §0* 
nual  produce  to  8»2oo,ocol.  which  fum  would  nearly  agrefs 
with  the  eftimate  previoufly  formed  upon  the  average  con* 
fumptlon  of  feverat  years.  With  refpe^l  to  the  property  tax» 
it  wouUrbe  recolledeid,  that  it  had  been  originally  Aated  tp 
the  Houfe  as  likely  to  produce ,4,500,0001.  from  which  efti- 
jifale  a  miljioh  wa^  afterwards  deducted,  in  coniequenco  of 
the  alteration  which  took  plaqe  iii  the  Committee.  It'  now 
appeared,,  by  the  account  laid  upon  the  table,  that  the  net 
product  of  the  property  t«x  was  calculated,  by  thofip  bed 
qualified  to  judge,  at  4,800,000!.  allowing  for  all  the  abate- 
ments which  had  taken  place.  This  emmate  was  formed 
upon  a  calculation  founded  upon  the  returns  already  receivr 
ed,  that  the  g  ofs  produce  will  be  about  6,ooo,oool.  From 
this  grof^  produce,  dedu(9ions  are  s^I towed  to  the  amount  of 
i,loo,oool.  and  if  in  the  progrefs  of  the  afleflment  they 
ihould  prove  lefs  than  this  allowance,  the  net  produce  would 
proportionably  exceed  4,8oo,oool.      It  was  very  fatisfadory 
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to  obferve,  that  this  tax  would  be  cKarged  on  a  rttX  afnnual 
revefnne  of  individuals  to  the  amount  of  at  Icaft  i2*S^^^<>o»oooI. 
while  the  toial  upon  which  the  income  tax   waa  chargt-^l   did 
not  exceed  8o,ooo,oool. ;  and  that  the  incrcafe  ot  afretrments 
on   commercial    profits   kept  pace  with  that  on  vifiWe  pro- 
perty; ^s  there  were  inftances  in  which  the  profit'*  Vetu  ned 
for   the  whole    of  confideral^le  lown?^,  amoun  ed   to    chore 
than  double  the  return  to  the  commercial  Commiiit^ndrs  un- 
der the  income  tax      Thefe  cirCnmtlances   he  confidered   as 
warranting  him   in  alTuming  that  tht  net  annual  produce  of 
the  prefent   war  taxes   would   amount  to    between  twelve 
and  thirteen  millions;  but  in  the  curicnt  year,  on  account  of 
the  delay  which  had  taken  place  in  the  collcftion  of  the    pro- 
perty tax,  ii  was  probable,  that   the  fum  due  upon  the  afTefl"- 
ment  of  the  year  1803,  together  with  at  leaft  one  half  of  the 
affeirment  for  1894,  would  be  pa  d  into  the  Exchequer,  mak- 
ing the  receipt  from  that  tax'  within    the  year   to  April  5, 
1805,  7,000,0001.  inftead  of  4  8"Ofr)oo1     And  though  he   had 
Y)een  thought  fanguine  in   eftimafingfhe*  receipt  of  all    the 
war  taxes,  to  the  5th  of  April    1804,  at  4,5  o,oool.  yet  the 
total  deficiency    had    proved  to  be    not    more   than   abour 
700,0001.  although  not  much  more  ihao  300,0001.  had  on 
Ihat  day  been  received  on  the  property  tax;  and  it  was  evi- 
dent, that  if  even  a  moderate  proportion  ()f  that  tax  had  been 
paid  in,  the  ellimate  wc  uld  have  been  greatly  exceeded  ;  and 
that  in  point  of  fad,  on  the  day  on   which  he   was  fpeaking 
(April  3c),   Iitile  more  than    ioo,oool   remained  to  be  made 
good.     He  next  ftated  to  the  Coilimittee,  thai  notwiihflafnd* 
ing  the  fyflemof  war  taxes  could  not  le  expeSed  lo  fait  full 
cffedl  within  the  fird  year,  yet  the  addition  adiually   made  to 
the.  public  debt  in  the  year  1803.  amounted  to  no  more  than 
3.590,000!.  3  percent,  ftock.     He  next  proceeded  to  obfefve, 
that  great    apprehenfions  had  been  expreflcd    of  the  effc(3 
which  the  impofition  of  the  war  taxes  might   have  tjpon  the 
permanent  revenue  of  the  nation:    nor  could  fuch  apprehen- 
fions be  deemed  who  ly  groundlels,  efpecially  when  combined 
with  the  embanaflTmenis  occafionrd  to  tiade  by  the  continu- 
ance   of    a  doubtful    nei:;ociatIon,   and    afterwards   by    the 
blockade  of  the  rivers  of  Germany,    and  other   circumftan- 
Ces  attending  the  recommencement  of  the    war.     It   was, 
however,  with  the  u^moft  pleafure  that  he  was  able  to  fiate, 
that  thefe  apprehenfions  had  not  been  realized.     By  the  ac- 
eounts  on  the  table  it  appeared 
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Thai  the^  act  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  exifttoff  in 
i793»  was  In  the  vear  ending  the  5ih  of  January,  loo^, 
(including  corn  bounqes)  -         •  .^    jC'^5,A^S%f^oo 

In  the  year  ending  January  5,  r8o4,  it  had  been  i4;984}OOo 
But  to  this  fum  was  to  be  added  the  ampunt  of. ' 
drawbacks  paid  out  of  the  revenue  of  cuftomSy      '         ' 
for   fu^ur  exported    in  rhe  preceding  year; 
(fuch  drawbacks  not  being  pay  ibte  till  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  landing  or  the  goods  has  been 
received  from  the  Britifh  confnl  at  tht  port 
to  which  they  are  exported)  which  occafioned 
the  p^iymeni  to  excetrd  what  would  have  been 
due   upon    the    quantity    adually   exported  , 
within  the  year,  by     -      -.-...-.    4.16,000 

M<iking  together  -  £•  5.400,000 
an  amount  nearly' the  fame  as  that  of  the  p<ecedii.^  year.  If, 
inftead  of  ihe  old  perman  nt  revenue  exiifing  previous  to  ^he 
late  war,  he  (hould  enter  into  a  compari.foi)  ot  tho  pn»duceof 
the  whole  of  the  permanent  duties,  the  reftitt  Would  be  fliU 
more  favourable.  The.  amount  of  aU  »htr  permanent  taxes 
In  Jirtuary  18  3,  was  ^.28,109.000'  T  '  * 
Injanuaiy  1804,  -  30676,000 
T)edufling,  however,  from  both  thofe  fums  the  duties  of  1802 
and  1803,  whicii  in  the  fiift  of  thofc  years  did  not  exift,  or 
were  not  in  full  collc.-rion.  the  amount  in  the  fttrmer  year 
Would  be  26.252,0001.  and  in  the  latter  (including  the  fom 
abovemeniion*.  d  for  the  exctfs  of  drawback  (>n  fugar), 
a6,369,oool.  It  was  ncccffary  that  he  ftiould  a^foi^bfciVe, 
that  at  the  former  period  ;he  total  aitiouni  ot  the  pc  manent 
duties  of  i^uftoms  and  excife  oiitltandint;  wns  4,V>c;5;««ool. 
wi  ile  at  ihelaticr  it  had  inCrcaf  d»to  5,167,0001.— Hc""Tt^eli 
proceeded  to  Rate  the  fupply  and  ways  and  means  of  Tilt 
prefentycarr 
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Navyt^xdofive  of  325,000}.  Ordnance:  fca  ftr-      ^  ^jC:   '  » 
vice,    -        -        -  \      -^  MffifJood 

Army vtB«g'««w')        •        -         C^S^^S^^ooo]/ "  ^^'^^     - 

(If  eland)  -        •  3.887,000;  •      _^ 

^     -^   -^  — =^ — ^^  f9,TK,(iao 

Ordnance  (EftglMd):         •        •        31693,000'      ^^r- 

— : -(Irehmd) -        -  369,000 

•  -^    -^  V  '■_  4,062^000 

Vote  of  credit,  including  Soa^oool.  for  Ireland      -  2,500^000 

MifcelUneout    (Knftand;    including 

40,000!.  forfcivitcsiiw  yet  voted        617,000. 

Ditto  (Ireland)  induing  50,000!.  to 

be  voted  for  eMi  coniingeneies      -    a66>ooo 

'■■  885^000 

Iri(b  perioanent  grants        *r       •  400,000 

Joint  charge  for  England  and  Freland  381703,000 
Add  England  feparate  charges. 
Tonbnefe  ftips         ....  265,000 

De&iedcy  ofaaltduty     *  -  115,000 

American  awiros      ..      .  -<  «  41^000 

£acib(«4i«r  MUot.  V.  CiSoj      ^       1,500^000 

»    IN  ft,29^,dDO 

I k 

Total  fupplies  4)0>99S«ooo 
. .    I3|$4oA  <m. KCOttiit  of  If dand  ae  hebw    4,7 1 1 ,652 

On  aoeoiYBi  of 'EogfaiDd    36,2iS3,54S. 
Ejictequor  bilU  oft  aids  1^804^  to  be  replaOBd  by  a  likeafflotmt 

.  oaaids  1805. 
Pei;  ^  4s  Geeu  JI|.  jcap«  ^6.  partof  ^,ooo>oool.  J.toojtc^ 

I    I  fii  *'  I'    ,■   Hftji  ■   "147^  Bank         ^      •  •  ..     1,500,00^ 

,  .,...,,*,    '^       '.       \  •     •  *      I    U >i'M  •■ 

'  '  ■  9fStO,oo6 

2-i7ths  of  the  abofe  firni  of  38>7b3^opd.  «rr  ' 

tab^  contr^buied  by  lieland         •        <^  4,553^4294 
Add.Cof  Irelaivi. a<^ I Tiha of  1*346,0431.  for 
civil '  lift  aiKi  olhet  cbjirger  on  the  cobfbli*- 

dated  fiH^d  not  lalaiSBg  10  iKa  public  debt^  ^5%i$^ 

.....  .».-,r  ^.^    T    .  -\.  ''  "^-  ^- ' 
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WAY9AN»7|fIAMS« 

Malt\duty        •        •.        -        i»       w    *--r    \ 

Dutf  ^OA  peniions»  ofBcfs,  &c. 

Surplus  ways  and- ineans»i 803    ■  »        »»^  ' 

War  ttx^  to  the  5(h  of  April  1805^ 
CuftoQis  and  excife  -        -        8,200,600 

Property  ux  -        •        ^        7,060^^90 


vylf^joo© 
0,000^00^ 


DeduA  wanting  to  complete  graiiU 
1863'  -        .        ^        - 

Addiii9bal  war  taxes    • 


15,2009000 

jS^poo 

I4»440,ooo 

XyOOP^OOO 


Surplus  conlblidated  fund  to  5th  April  lios- 

Lottery 

Vote  of  credit     i.  •       .  ^  •  .•  .       ^^ 

Loan         -        -»  •  -  .       :- 


15,440,000 

5«ooo»ooo 

250,000 

I,700|000 

^  10,000,000 


He  next  called  the  attention  of  the  Gominitfee  «o  liieifli-* 
portance  of  carry ix)&t)n,  with  tbeotmoR'Vigoury  tiieezecu« 
tiQH  of  |i  fydem  oT which  experience  had  demonftrated  the 
praftifahiliiy>  and  evinced  the  beneficial  effeds.  For  this 
piKp^v  Ho  recoomnebdedlin  addition  of  i,ooo,oool.  per  an- 
tHHii  49  x^c  war  <ixes;  which  he  proptrfe^  AodMte  raifed 
by  increaHng  the  duty  of  excife  on  wine  to  the  extent  ori- 
giaaU^  intended,  of  20I.  pet  tonf  ta£!n^,  however,  19  gut- 
nof^chly,  ai  more  convenient  for  caleolatloos  'intf  tlffi^^lle 
obferved,  would  eive  no  pretence  lo  the  dealers  for  an  in- 
Cf»aC%^the'retaulfriQe,  arhe  believed  ft  had  tiedyvffivdf^ 
fally  r«ife(I  lad  year  to  an  extent  fcdly  piopoitimiedntrthe 
total  duty»  This  would  amount  to  tbout-^  200,000! r  The 
remainingl8oo,oool.  he  propofed  to  raife  by  another  addition 
of  Hil^r  cent,  upoii  the  coniblidated  cufloms,  except  ihofe 
'  on  exports  andtoimagCy'^andy-od  the  articles  of 'wine;  te«»  and 
cotton  wooh  On  the  article  bf  raiflni  biriy  he  (hould  pro- 
pofeadouble  rate,  as  a/ohtlituteforAn  intrhrfc  Of  the  duty 
on  fweetSy  which  had  ufually  accompanied'an  li^fnentatioa 
of  the.  wine  duty. — He  next  adverted  to  the  loan  contraAed 
for  the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year.  He  ftated,  that  he  had 
tliat  morning  entered,into  a  contrafi  for  a  loan  of  i4,ooo,oodL 
forthe    fervice  of    the  united   kingdom;  of  which  fum 

IO|O0O,OOOl. 
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io,ooo,oool  was  to  be  pfovKled /or  by  Great  Britain.  Th'c 
4erfT)fi-on  which  he  hail  engaged  were,  to  giv^  for  every  tool* 
an  money»  looL  3  pec<;ienu  reduced,  and  82I.  3  per  cent.  con«- 
Ibiidjitedjannuilies.  1  he^e  terms  might  be  confidered  as  fair^ 
and  even  advantageous  to  thte  public,  and  at  the  fame  tinie 
likely  ro  prdve  profitable  to  the  contradors.  The  raie^of  in* 
tereft  would  be  5I.  9s.  3d.  percent,  ampunling  to  546,000].; 
to  which,  adding  the  allowance  For  management,  and  a  fink- 
ing fund  of  i  percent,  thetotal  annual  charge  would  be736,i9ol» 
This  charge  he  prop'ofed  10  provide  for  by  acoiUblidatioB 
and  fimplifieauon  of  the  ftamp  duties,,  which  were  now  ex • 
tremely  intricate  and  embarrafling,  with  fome  addition  to  the 
prefent  rates  of  duty.  The  (lamp  duties  might  be  divided 
into  three  principal  branches:  thofe  on  proceedings  in  courts 

of  law,  thofe  w4uch  were  applicable  to  inRruments  for  the 
transfer  and  fecurity  of  property,  and  thofe  applicable  to 
tromtnercial  tranfadlions.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  branches  an 
in^fic^qy  and  confufion  prevailed,  which  often  embarralTed 
the  moil  ikilfui  practitioners ;  and  in  the  fecond«  a  very  un- 
«qi>al  preflTure  was  occafioned  by  applying  the  rate  of  the 
du^y^  not  to  the  value  of  the  property  transferred,  but  to  the 
length  of  the  indrunient  by  which  it  was  conveyed.     He 

Jioped,  in  the  new  arrangement,  to  remove  the  ubfcurity  and 
difBcuities  which  had  been  found  fo  vexatious  to  the  parties 
iniereAed,  and  to  render  the  burthen  of  taxation  more  equal, 
by  applying  to  feveral  other  infirumenis,  the  fameprinciple 
of  progreflive  increafe,  according  to  the  value  of  the  proper* 
ty,  which  had  been  introduced  with  great  fucccfs  into  the 
probate  duty. — After  a  (hor(  recapitulation  of  his  (latementt, 
he  again  impreifed  upo[\the  Committee  the  urgent  neceffity 
of  carrying  the  fyAem  which  had  been  adopted  into  the  moft 
complete  eflpedl.  For  this  purpofe,  he  hoped  the  war  taxes, 
at  their  prefent  amount,^  would  be  found  fufficient;  for  k^ 
could  not  confider  the  immenfe  military  expenditure  rendered 

.  neccflary  in  the  prefent  year,  by  the  extenfive  preparations 
for  our  defence,  as  likely  'to  coniinue  to  an  equal  amount* 
The  fums  voted  for  ordnance,  volunteers,  and  barracks,  in 
the  prefent  year,  exceeded  the  grants  for  the  fame  fervicei, 
in  either  of  the  two  lail  years  of  the  late  war,  by  more  than 
4,500,0001.  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  amount  of  arms 

.and  clothing  provided  for  the  volunteers,  and  of  the  numerous 
buildings  carried  on  by  the  barrack  department,  the  wh^ile 
of  which  had  been  provided  for  in  the  fupplies  laicljr  vut^r^l. 
Deducing  this  excefs  of  4,500,0001.  which  he  confidered  as 

^  occafional. 
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occafional,  from  the  amount  of  the  loan,  it  would  appear 
that  an  efficient  war  eftablifbment  migh^  be  maintained  with 
a  loan  of  ^^oooioooh  eftimating  the  war  taxes  at- no  more 
than  their  probable  annual  amount.  But  even  fuppoHng 
ihefeextMordinary  expences  to  be  fucceedcd  by  others  to  an 
equal  extent,. the  addition  of  i,ouo,oooK  annually  to  the  war 
taxes,  according  to  the  plan  of  the  prefent  year,  would,  in 
thdcourCe  of.aboilt  three  years,  if  the  war  Ihould  continue 
fo  long,  raife  the  amount  of  the  public  income  to  fuchan  ex* 
tent  as  to  leave  a  fum  to  be  provided  for  by  loan  not  greater 
than  would  be  furniflied  by  the  finking  fund:  from  which 
period  it  was  evident  that  the  nation  mig,ht  perfevere  in  the 
profecution  of  the  war  with  a  diminifhing  inftead  of  an  in- 
creafing  debt. 

The  queftioa  was  then  put  on  the  fir(t  rePoIution,  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr*  A^rtbenrofe,  though  con fcious  of  the  irregularity 
of  adverting  to  the  fubjed  in  the  Committee,  to  put  a  quef-* 
tiOn  to  the  right  hon.  Uentleman  oppofite.  A  noble  Lord 
high  in  his  Majefty's  fervice,  had  (laied  in  another  pi  ice 
(the  Houfe  of  Lords),  that  reafons  exiftcd,  fuHicient,  in  his 
opinion,  to  render  it  improper  to  difcufs  queftions  of  import* 
ance,  which  might  lead  to  a  difference  of  opinion  at  prefent^ 
IB  confequence  of  which  an  expelled  diicufllon  had  bsen 
poftponed.  As  he  had  himfclf  given  notice  of  a  motion  for 
Wcdnefday,  on  a  fiibj^fl  of  very  confiderable  importance,  |i^ 
wiihed  to  know  whefther  the  fame  conOderations  applied  to 
difciiflions  in  that  Houfe.  tt  w  uld  be  for  the  convenience 
of  Genilemen  to  be  informed  on  this  head,  and  if  the  cafe 
ivere  fo,  he  (bould  not  be  difpofed  to  prefs  his  motion  for  a 
few  days. 

,  The  (hanctUor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  the  confidcr- 
afion  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  adverted,  undoubtedly 
applied  to  any  motions  in  shat  Houfe,  of  a  defcriptioa  to 
leaid  to  difcu>lion.  and  a  difference  of  opinion.  He  therefore 
hoped,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  fcemed  noi  unwilling  to  defer 
his  motion  that  he  Would  abftain  from  ^rin^ing  tot  ward  any 
quellion  of  that  nature,  and  on  the  part  oJF  his  Majelty's 
Government  affured  the  Houfe.  that  ihey  would  equally  avoid 
bringing  forward  any  meafurc  that  might  lead  to  fuch  dif- 
ference t*f  .opinion. 

Mr.  Fot  acquiefced  in  the  wifJi  to  have  his  motion  put 
off  tor  a  few  days,  bux  hoped  tne  time  would  be  fhort,  and 

VtfL.  11.  18^3*4.  4  T  claimed 
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claimed  priority  for  his  motion  when  the  exiftiog  rea(bas 
for  delay  (hould  eeo/e. 

Lnrd  Levifm  G^tufrexpreiTed  m  wi(h,  that  his  M«je((y*s 
Minifter^  (hould  defer  the  third  reading  of  the  army  of  re* 
ferve  fufpenfion  biiU  which  fiood  for  the  next  day,  as  that 
wa^  a  qiteiKon  that  would  neceflkriiy  lead  to  a  difcufliont  and 
R  difference  of  opinion* 

Mr,  Seiretary  Tithe  confented  to  pot  off  the  third  reading 
of  that  billy  hut  trufted  the  Houfe  would  feel  00  objedion 
to  proceed  with  the  conitderatioo  of  the  Lords'  amendments 
to  the  volunteer  bill  on  Wednefday. 

Lord  Porchefter,  on  the  fame  grounds  with  Mr  Fox,  pm 
off  his  motion  (relative  to  difpaiches  to  the  Governor  of  the 
ifland  of  Ceylon  J,  which  ftood  for  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  Ctf/rr.1^  wasalfodefirous  to  wave  for  a  few  days  the 
motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  relative  to  an  additional 
allowance  for  pay  and  clothing  of  volunteer  corps.  He 
truded,  however,  that  the  right  hon.  Secretary  would  not 
perfiftin  hiswifh  to  proceed  with  the  con fideration  of  the 
Lords*  atmndments  to  the  volunteer  corps  bill,  becaufe  that 
was  a  meafure  precifely  of  the  clafs»  which  would  be  likely 
to  lead  to  ferioua  difcu(Iion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Yorke  had  no  wi(h  about  it  at  all.— jOf 
Jaugh.j 

The  other  refolutions  were  then  agreed  to,  and  the  Houfe 
having  been  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
the  next  day.  and  the  Committee  to  fit  again  on  Wednefday. 
The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on-  the  report  of  the 
petition  of  his  Grace  the  AYchbithop  of  Dublin.  The  tt" 
port  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Vanfiitart  trioved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
dn  account  ot  the  drawbacks  allowed  to  common  brewers, 
'  under  the  42d  of  the  King,  diftinguiftiing  the  quarters.    Or- 
dered.    The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  difpofed  of.— 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

TUESDAT,   MAY     I. 

Counfel  .was  heard  for  the  refpondents  in  Ihe  Chancery 
appeal  Richardfons  v.  the  UnivcrfiHcs  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge. 
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The  EarUfSuffM  Rated  that  it  wa$  hb  ittlentioii,  had  the 
debate  proceeded  the  preceding  day,  tojiave  made  a  motion 
fbr  the  better  difciplining  and  officering  the  volunteers  pre- 
vious to  calling  them  oui  on  adual  duty.  Thi3  flep  was  at 
preTent  in  the  a€l  of  being  cirried  into  eiFtd,  and  if  perfifted 
.  in,  in  their  prefent  (Vate  of  difcipiioe,  he  thought  would  beat- 
tended  with  bad  rather  than  beneficial  confequances. 

The  eight' million  Exchequer  bills  bill,  the  one  million 
and  a  half  Exchequer  bills  bitU  the  militia  officers  bill»  6ec. 
went  through  Committees,  and  were  ordered  to  be  reported 
the  next  day.        •        ^ 

Lord  Hobart  poflponed  his  motion  of  thanks  to  the  Mar- 
quis Wellefley,  &c.  till  Tburfday. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,   MAY  !• 

The  ballot  for  the  Committee  to  try  the  merits  of  ihc  Stir- 
ling eledton  flood  fixed  for  this  dav  :  but  nineiy-five  Mem- 
bers only  being  prefent,  the  Hoofe  adjourned  till  the  next 
day. 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,    MAY  2. 

Counfel  were  heard  in  the  Scotch  appeaU  Hunter  v.  the 
Earl  of  Kinnoul,  &c.  Farther  confideratii-n  puftponed  till 
Monday. 

The  eight  millions  and  one  million  and  a  half  Exchequer 
bills  bills,  and  the  other  hills  which  >vent  through  a  Com- 
mittee the  preceding  day,  were  read  a  third  time  and  paiTed. 

Theother  bt  Is  c^n  the  table  being  forwarded  in  their  ieveral 
fijges,  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

WEDNESDAY,    MAY    2. 

The  report  of  the  budget  was  brought  uf.     The  refolu- 
tions  were  all  agieed  to,  and  bills  ordered. 

The  following  Members  were  appointed  by  ballot  to  try 
tbe^nerits  of  the  Stirling  eledion : 

John 
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John  Qlborne,  Efq.  David  Pcarfon,  Efq. 

The  right  hon  G.  Rofe  The  hm  G.  H,  L.  Dundu 

Thomas  Thorn  on,  Efq.  W  Dickenfon,  Efq 

James  Farquhar,  E  q.  Th^Mnas  Babington,  Efq. 

Francis  Grcg-ir  Efq  Charle.  W.  W.  Wynne,  E(q. 

J.  Bullcr  (of  Exc  cr),  Efq.  Sir  Chailes  Taibot. 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  Barr. 

XT  r  Thomas  Crcevev,  Efq. 

Nominees      <t         ,.    .        irV     - 
\  James  ^  iraham,  blq 

The  confideration  of  the  itate  oi  afFiirs  in  India  was  poft* 
poned  ro  the  next  day  ;  the  motion  on  ttie  flave  trade  was 
deferred  till  next  week;  the  report  on  the  Lords' amend- 
ments to  the  volunteers  bill  was  pur  off  till  Monday,  th^ 
AyltfbiKy  eledlion  bill  till  Friday,  «hc  motion  refpeAing 
prize  agency  till  Monday,  the  LiAceard  eledion  Committee 
till  the  next  day  fe'nnigh  ,  the  Iii(h  public  accounts  bill  till 
the  next  day,  the  confidera'ion  of  the  Iri(h  linen  trade  peii«> 
tion  till  fuefday,  and  the  army  of  referve  fufpenfion  bill  till 
the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  foder,  \t  was  ordered  that  tbe 
Commi'tee  >o  whom  the  courfe  of  exchange  with  Ireland 
had  been  referred,  (hould  have  leave  to  report  their  minuses 
to  tht  Hoiife  from  time  to  time. 

A  meflage  was  brought  down  from  the  upper  Houfe, 
which  ftated  that  their  Lordfliips  had  agreed  to  the  two  loan 
bills,  the  militia  clothing  bill,  the  militia  fubalterns  allow- 
ance bill,  the  Newfoundland  (hips  bill,  the  City  of  Dublin 
watch  bill,  and  three  others  of  a  more  private  nature. 

Mr.  Williams  prefentcd  thefixth  report  of  the  Committee 
of  naval  inquiry,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Accounts  were  prefented  from,  the  office  of  ir.fpeAor  ge- 
neral of  imports  and  exports,  which  were  alfo  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  G.  Cornewall  prefented  a  petition  from  the  debtors 
confined  in  Hereford  gaol,  praying  relief.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.     Adjourned. 


END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME,  1803-4. 


T.GiLLKT,  Printer,  Crown  Court,  Fleet  Street. 
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